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Where John Gates 
Stands Today

(See Page 2)

Convict 7 in Ohio 
T-H Case; More 
Frame-Ups Planned

CLEVELAND, Jan. 28 — The recently unveiled 
threat to the labor movement, known as the Taft-Hartley 
“conspiracy” charge, became a deadly reality today as a
ju ry  here declared all »even ®
defendants guibty. The team of 
attorneys assigned by the (Depart
ment of In justice to te s t-fire  this 
new weapon against la!x>r is re
jo ic ing and mapping a host of 
s im ila r tr ia ls  throughout the 
country.

“ The government w ill seek 
crim inal indictments in a t least 
.six other cases involving alleged 
Com munti st conspiracy i f  gu ilty  
verdicts are returned in the con
spiracy case in the federal court,”  
the Cleveland Press reported Jan. 
27. W ord around Cleveland im 
mediately a fte r the gu ilty  verdict 
was tha t the cities in  which the 
labor movement would now be 
attacked were : D etro it, Chicago,

Winston, Green 
Lose High Court 
Smith Act Appeal

JA N . 28 —  Two of fhe Sm ith  
A c t v ic tim s s ti l l  in  prison, G il
bert Green and H enry W inston, 
were denied a new hearing by 
thè U. S. Supreme C ourt yes
te rday. Despite the fact that 
these tw o men m igh t never 
have been convicted i f  the 
1957 ru lin g  o f the Supreme 
C ourt had been in effect at the 
tim e of th e ir tr ia l in 1949, they 
m ust stay in  ja il.

Both Green and W inston 
we re g iven add itiona l senten
ces o f three years on contem pt 
o f court charges fo r jum p ing  
bail and h id ing  from  the C ourt’s 
un just ru lin g  of 1951. Both men 
gave themselves up in  1956. 
T he ir appeal on the contem pt 
charges is now' before the Su
preme Court. A  decision is ex
pected soon.

The Supreme Court d id  not 
t r y  to exp la in  its inconsistency 
on Sm ith  A ct convictions. I t  
m ere ly rejected the prisoners' 
appeal.

New York, Portland, Seattle and 
Los Angesles.

A ttorneys fo r  the Cleveland 
defendants have already advised 
tha t they w ill appeal the verdicts 
of all seven. Sentencing is set 
fo r (Feb. 14. Maximum penalties 
are five  years, imprisonment and 
$10,000 fines.

The three-week tr ia l was the 
government's guinea-pig experi
ment ,to find  a new way o f using 
the T a ft-H a rtle y  law. Instead of 
prosecuting F red and Marie 
Haug, a husband-anld-Avife team 
long prominent in the Ohio labor 
movement, on a charge o f falsely 
s igning the T-H  non-Communist 
a ffidavits , the government chose 
to le t th a t indiotmient moulder in 
the files. Instead they devised a 
eatcih-all “ conspiracy”  indictment 
to involve" five  others, charged 
w ith  such “ overt acts”  as ta lk 
ing w ith  tihe Haugs or w ith  one 
another, “ attending a meeting,” 
“ transporting [in  an auto] a per
son known to he a Communist,”  
“ issuing a directive,”  etc.

The Haugs have consistently 
denied tha t the ir a ffidav its  were 
false. A lthough the government 
produced fo u r F B I agents and 
four ex-Communisits turned pro
fessional w itch-hunt witnesses, 
only one o f them gave testimony 
alleging Communist Party ac
tiv itie s  by the Haugs in 1950-53, 
the period covered by the a f
fidavits. This witness, Fred Gard
ner, qu it the CP in 1956 and sub
sequently appeared as a profes
sional in fo rm er before various 
government agencies. His curient 
career as a labor bureaucrat is 
also based on professional anti- 
Communasm.

Among union bodies that have 
voted support for live Cleveland 
T-H case are the fo llow ing: Ford 
Local 600, United Auto Workers, 
D e tro it; Briggs U AW  Local 212, 
D etro it; Chicago D istrict 1 and 
six locals of the Packinghouse 
W orkers; Lake County (Ohio) 
Federation of Labor; Am al
gamated Meat Cutters and 
Butcher Workmen Local 500, 
Cleveland.

Launch Petition Drive 
To Win Sobell Release

By Myra Tanner Weiss
JAN. 28 — A nation-wide petition campaign has been 

launched by the Committee to Secure Justice for Morton 
Sobell asking for Executive action to free the scientist in 
A lca traz prison. Thousands of ?  
people w il l  be approached a ll 
over the country and asked to 
jo in  a mass appeal to the 
President to end im m ediate ly 
Sobell’s un jus t im prisonm ent.

The te rrib le  facts o f the 
fram e-up of M orton Sobell w il l  
be to ld  to a ll who can be 
reached in the course o f th is 
pe tition  d rive . Sobell was sen
tenced to 30 years in prison in 
the "a tom -spy'' t r ia l o f 1951 
th a t took the lives of Ju lius 
and E thel Rosenberg. Sobell 
was never accused, let alone 
convicted, of the the ft of atom 
"secrets." The infam ous "con 
sp iracy" law  enabled the gov
ernm ent to get a conviction 
w ith o u t specific charges of 
crim e or proof tha t a crime 
was com m itted.

Sobell and his fa m ily  were 
kidnapped from  Mexico. The 
prosecution then told the court 
th a t he had been lega lly  de
ported, concealing evidence of 
Sobell's plans to re tu rn  to th is  
country. New evidence of th is  
fact obtained by Sobell’s friends 
has never been tested in court.

Sobell was convicted on the 
w ord of one witness alone. Max 
E litcher, who feared a pe rju ry  
ind ic tm ent by the government.
E litche r was never arrested. He 
was rewarded fo r his testim ony 
in court w ith  his freedom.

The Supreme C ourt last fa ll 
refused to study the Sobell 
case despite w idespread convic
tion  tha t Sobell did not get a 
fa ir  tr ia l. W ill justice thereby 
go down the drain? W ill the 
Am erican people perm it an in 
nocent man to waste his life  
in  the te rro r prison of A lcatraz?

Those who believe in  justice 
w il l  carry the lig h t fo r Sobell's

MORTON SOBELL

freedom to the streets of the 
nation. Every opponent of the 
v/itch  hun t w il l  g ive fu l l  sup
port to the pe tition  d rive  now 
under way. Both petitions and 
the new issue of the tablo id, 
g iv ing  the facts of the case, 
can be obtained by w rit in g  to 
the S o b e l l  Committee. 940 
Broadway, New Y ork  C ity , 10. 
N.Y.

IU E  Local 485 presented check» 
o r  $1,000 to the NA'AOP’s. 
scholarship fund fo r each of the 
nine Negro students a t L ittle  
Rock’s Central H igh School. The 
ceremony took place at the 
amalgamated local’s annual con
ference in New York.

Presidents o f Steel W orkers locals ge tting  a po litic ian 's  handshake from  Senate Dem ocratic 
Leader Lyndon Johnson ( le ft  cen ter) and V ice-P resident N ixon. Mass unemployment in steel in 
d u s try  led to ho ld ing o f conference in W ashing ton. There L'SW A President David McDonald said 
the prim e demand fo r  next contract would be th e  sho rte r w ork  week w ith  no reduction in pay.

Venezuelan People Oust 
Puppet of U. S. O il Trust

By George Lavan
The h e r o i c  revo lu tionary  

action o f the people of Vene
zuela has toppled the regime 
of Marcos Perez Jimenez, U.S. 
im peria lism 's favo rite  L a t i n  
Am erican d icta tor.

The struggle against the b ru 
ta l m ilita ry  ru le r of the o il- 
rich  country reached the show
down stage when a secret p o li
tica l ju n ta  (com m ittee) o f all 
the outlaw ed opposition parties 
pu t out leaflets ca lling  fo r a 
general s trike  to begin at noon 
on Jan. 21. O ther leaflets, sign
ed by the Venezuelan Student 
Front, appealed to students, 
teachers and parents to r a stu
dent s trike  to begin the same 
day.

'DOW N W IT H  T Y R A N N Y '
On Tuesday, Jan. 21 a ll 

schools from  kindergartens to 
un ivers ities rem ained closed and 
at the appointed hour huge 
throngs of demonstrators en
tered Caracas’ dow ntow n Plaza 
Silencio w ith  shouts of ‘‘Down 
W ith  T yranny.”  They were im 
m ediately attacked by police

and troops. F ig h tin g  spread 
throughout the capita l and 
casualties were especially heavy 
in the Catia section, a w ork ing - 
class d is tric t. O ther re vo lu tion 
ary outbreaks took place in the 
cities of Maracay, Barinas and 
Cambvnas. The la tte r tw o are 
in  the o il fie ld areas.

Though the P a trio tic  Junta 
w h ich  had called the general 
s tr ike  had secured some wea
pons, presum ably from  sym pa
thizers in the arm y, the fig h t
ing was at firs t ve ry  unequal. 
The revo lu tion is ts  fought m a in 
ly  w ith  stones and M olotov 
cocktails (incendiary b o m b s  
made o f gasoline-filled bottles) 
against the police cars and 
tanks. On the second day of 
the figh ting  arm y un its  began 
to jo in  the revo lu tion is ts  leav
ing only the police loya l to 
the d ic ta tor. Now in  possession 
of machine guns and w ith  the 
support of a rm y units, the 
Venezuelans besieged the presi
dentia l palace and centra l po
lice  headquarters.

By th is  tim e the m ilita ry  
brass came to the conclusion 
tha t Jimenez’ fate was sealed.

I t  therefore tried to take over 
the revo lu tion . A  five-m an ju n 
ta, composed of Rear A d m ira l 
W olfgang Larrazabal and fou r 
arm y colonels was set up as 
the governm ent o f the country. 
This ju n ta  sent Jimenez an u lt i
m atum  tha t n igh t. W ith in  a 
few  hours the d ic ta to r was on 
a plane en route to ex ile  in 
the Dom inican Republic, the 
b a iliw ick  o f his fe llow  ty ran t, 
T ru jil lo .

W A N T FREEDOM  RESTORED
However, the w orkers and 

students had not sacrificed the ir 
blood in  battle  against the m il i
ta ry  d ic ta torsh ip  of Jimenez in 
order to tam ely accept another 
m ilita ry  d icta torsh ip . The u n i
fy ing  aim o f the revo lu tionary  
m ovem ent was restoration of 
c iv il libe rties  and establishment 
of po litica l democracy. The 
c iv ilia n  P a trio tic  Junta refused 
to accept the m ilita ry  ju n ta  as 
the ru le r of Venezuela.

A d m ira l Larrazabal there
upon had to begin a course of 
concessions to the p o p u l a r  
masses. The firs t step was to 

(Continued on page 2)

EISENHOW ER

m it, on penalty o f crim ina l 
charges, “ detailed annual finan
cial reports, which sha’J be 
available fo r public examina
tion .”  Oif course, a union’s finan
cial records should be available 
fo r study by the union’s mem
bers. But Eisenhower’s plan 
would open the books of the 
labor movement to the employers 
as well, enabling them to 
ascertain, from financial reports, 
the plans o f the workers fo r o r
ganizing drives, strikes, etc.

One can imagine the howl tha t 
would he heard from  the in
dustria lis ts i f  someone tried to 
open th e ir books to public in 
spection, exposing the ir payment 
o f fees to union-busting ou tfits , 
etc. But. there is not much danger 
th a t the A dm in istra tion w illl 
propose tha t company booksi 
should be opened fo r public in 
spection.

The way fo r Eisenhower’s an ti
labor program was paved by the 
Congressional “ investigations”  
carried on during the past year 
by the- McClellan Committees 
whose m a jo rity  is Democratic. 
Thus the offensive now being 
mounted against the unions is the 
jo in t ac tiv ity  of both B ig Busi
ness panties. To defend itself, the 
labor movement w ill have’ to re
ject the Reuther-Meany policy o f 
kowtow ing to the McClellan 
probers, break from the Demo
crats and build its  own party.

Communist Party Bulletin Reveals Split in Leadership
Bv Harry Ring

The factiona l d iv is ion  in  the 
leadership of the Communist 
P a rly  has become so p ro 
nounced that the w arring  
groups are now speaking of the 
serious danger of sp lit in  the 
shrunken organization.

The scope o f the crisis is 
g raph ica lly  described in  the 
January issue of the CP bu l
le tin , P arty  A ffa irs , w hich pub
lishes a polemical exchange be
tween national secretary E u
gene Dennis and nationa l o r
ganization secretary Sid Stein. 
The debate took place at the 
December meeting o f the Na
tiona l Executive Committee.

D EN NIS PRETENSE

When the m ajor d iv is ion  in 
the party  leadership was be
tween the Gates and Foster 
v\ ings, D e n n i s  and Stein 
emerged as the co-spokesmen 
fo r a “ center”  grouping. In 
the present debate Dennis con
tinues to present h im se lf as 
w aging a struggle “ on tw o 
fron ts ,”  tha t is, against what

he labels “ revis ion ism ”  and 
“ u ltra - le ftism .”

This claimed position is b it 
te r ly  assailed by Stein who 
charges tha t in re a lity  Dennis 
has aligned h im se lf w ith  Foster 
and Ben Davis in a d rive  to 
block the decisions o f the past 
national convention. He brands 
Dennis as g u ilty  of try in g  fo 
achieve repudia tion of the con
vention  mandate fo r ideological 
independence from  fhe K rem lin , 
of now jo in in g  Foster in  his 
siand against the CP p a rtic i
pating in  the process of social
ist regroupm enl and of a t
tem pting to re-establish a 
bureaucratic contro l over the 
party.

(The lineup in the 20-mcm- 
ber NEC in the present struggle 
was indicated by an ll- to -7  
vote against endorsing the N o
vember declaration of 12 Com
m unist Parties in Moscow. Such 
endorsement was viewed as a 
repudiation o f the independence 
mandate o f the past convention. 
Dennis voted w ith  the m in o rity  
in favor o f endorsing the decla- 
r  j  lion.)

Opening the debate, Dennis 
declares: “ . . . genera lly speak
ing, the pa rty  remains in the 
c ritica l state in to  which i t  has 
been plunged in  the past tw o 
years . . . This . . .  is in  large 
measure due to the serious in 
terna l situation in  our move
ment — especially to the sharp 
ideological d iv is ion  in out
ranks . . . the po larization of 
views and a lignm ents in  the 
national leadership and in a 
num ber o f state organizations 
have become so m arked that 
the pa rty  is confronted w ith  
new fragm entation ‘ and d is
persal of forces, inc lud ing  the 
very real threat o f a sp lit.” 

Dennis continues: " . . . the 
national leadership has reached 
a v ir tu a l impasse in its  fu n c 
tion ing, bordering on paralysis 
. . . The nationa l leadership, 
qu ite  p roperly , has been sub
jected lo sharp critic ism  by the 
en tire  membership. This c r i t i 
cism is directed not on ly at 
specific ind iv idua ls  or group
ings — such as the chief spokes
man of the pre- and the post- 
convention factiona l a lignm ents

— but at the whole leadership.”
He goes on to note: “ We 

have continued to suffer from 
the deep-rooted ev il o f bureau
cracy, w hich is not so easily 
eradicated. There continues to 
ex is t strong critic ism  by our 
members tha t leadership and 
mem bership are s til l separated 
by a gu lf, that the leadership 
s ti l l  fa ils to take the mem ber
ship fu l ly  in to  its confidence, 
and tha t arrogant attitudes to 
the m em bership persist on a ll 
levels o f pa rty  organization. 
Such com pla in t is un fo rtuna te 
ly  jus tified .”

H ITS  BROADER PAR TY
However, he adds, these “ are 

not the basic cause of the c r i
tica l problems in the nationa l 
leadership today. This lies 
ra ther in  the fundam enta l d i f 
ferences tha t exist between us.” 
One such m ajor difference he 
says, is w ith  those who th in k  
the party  “ should free ly  em
brace w ith in  its ranks the most 
diverse ideological trends, in 
c lud ing  those expressed by the 
Fasts, C larks, and others who

have abandoned M arx is t ideol
ogy . • ■

“ A long w ith  this, the r ig h t 
to dissent is vulgarized and d is
torted to such a degree as to 
convert the pa rty  in to  l it t le  
more than a ’caretaker’ o rgani
zation, conducting a ‘hold ing 
operation’ pending the form a
tion  of some sort of ’broad’ so
cialist. pa rty  em bracing a ll 
ideological trends.”

Instead. Dennis declares, "W e 
must . . . carry on a more e f
fective fight fo r our M arx is t- 
Len in is t ideology. A nd this 
must include the waging of a 
consistent polem ical and po
lit ic a l struggle against the 
ideological positions of such 
elements as the Fasts and 
against such groups as the 
T ro tsky iles ."

STEIN  ON S PLIT  DANGER
In a slashing rep ly, Stein de

clares . . the Party, as Com
rade Dennis says, faces a crisis, 
even the danger o f a sp lit. I t  
is necessary to be absolutely 
frank  w ith  ourselves and our 
h ie iübers)up in  find ing  out how

we have a rrived  at th is s itua
tion and w hy  wc continue to 
rem ain in i t  as i t  gets worse 
not better . . .

“ Wc have the respons ib ility  
fo r answering th is  question, to 
expla in w hy ten months a fte r 
the P a rty  convention we are in  
a worse position re la tive  to the 
Am erican people than when 
th is convention made the over
coming of the P a rty ’s isolation 
i t ’s main task . . . The b itte r 
tru th  is tha t not on ly  is the 
P arty  isolated from  the people 
in general at a tim e when the 
reverse should be tak ing  place, 
but we are more and more iso
lated from  the thousands o f 
Communists who were mem
bers o f th is organization u n til 
qu ite  recently bu t who are not 
members today, though they 
consider themselves pa rt o f the 
Am erican Socialist movem ent.”

The tw in  source of fhe crisis. 
Stein points out is the con
tin u in g  refusal lo  act indepen
den tly  of Moscow dictate and 

(Continued on page 2)

Eisenhower Urges Congress 
To Tighten Screws on Labor

Ignores the Unemployed 
Asks Extension of Gov’t  
Interference in Unions

JAN. 28 —  The President submitted his “labor 
message” to Congress on Jan. 23. The day before, the 
l.almr Dpnnrtmenf rennrted that nearlv one-third of the
nation’s industria l centers were« 
su ffe ring  “ substantial’ ’ unemploy
ment. Over six per cent o f the 
workers in these areas are idle.

'Eisenhower’s proposals are de
signed, the Preside!:“, claimed, to 
protect the workers, "ind iv idua l 
righ ts .”  Needless to say, how
ever, nothing was said about 
the protection o f the most 
elementary “ individual r ig h t”  of 
a ll — the r ig h t to a job.

In his message Eisenhower 
proposes, to  amend the T a ft- 
Hartlley law to give greater 
protection to employers against 
the “ secondary boycott,’ Eisen
hower would p roh ib it a picket 
line  —  even i f  the overwhelming 
m a jo rity  o f the workers want to 
s trike  —  against a “ secondary 
employer”  as long as the em
ployer was not engaged in produc
ing “ farm ed-out”  w o ik  from  a 
struck plant. Thus i f  the m ajority  
of the workers in a plant wanted 
to strike  against a boss who was 
using scab materials, the law 
would prohibit them from doing 
so. The “ individual r ig h t”  o f one 
man. the boss, counts fo r more 
than the- individual rights of the 
m ajority.

Even more dangerous to the 
w orking class is Eisenhower’s 
proposed defin ition o f an “ u n fa ir 
labor practice.”  A union would be 
prohibited from  picketing in 
demand o f recognition and the 
workers would be prevented from  
designating a union as the ir rep
resentative where the employer 
has already “ lega lly ”  recognized 
another organization or where 
the workers rejected tike union 
as itis bargaining agent w ith in  
the last 12-month period.

L IM ITS  CHOICE OF UNION
These provisions would res tric t 

the right, of the workers to select 
the ir own bargaining agent and 
prohibit, them from  changing 
the ir minds about which union 
they w ant un til a fte r a 12-month 
period had elapsed.

New legislation proposed by 
Eisenhower, claim ing to protect 
the workers from corrupt prac
tices o f union bureaucrats, would 
only extend government control 
over labor and open tne door to 
court actions. The employers 
would have littile d iff ic u lty  under 
th is  plan in  ty ing  up union 
lesou ivcs indefin ite ly  by means 
o f c o i iT t  actions.

The unions would have to sub-

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- (

At Auto Union Convention
-----------------------  r ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Steel Unionists See Congress About JobsBig Locals 
HitReuther 
Gimmick

D ETR O IT —  The needs oi 
ihe unemployed and o f fhe 
rank-and-file  production w o rk 
ers were pushed aside by ihe 
w e ll-o iled  Reuiher machine at 
ihe  special U nited A uto  W o rk 
ers convention held in  D etro it. 
Jan. 22 to 24.

This special conference, o r
ig in a lly  intended to concretize 
the mandate o f last A p r i l ’s 
UAW  convention on the shorter 
w o rk  week, dropped th a t de
mand and instead endorsed 
U AW  p r e s i d e n t  Reuther’s 
“ share-the-profits”  scheme. I t  
also defeated efforts of rank- 
and-file  delegations to put 
teeth in to  the struggle against 
speed-up.

The opposition to dropping 
the shorter w ork-w eek demand 
was not w e ll organized and 
mustered on ly  between 10% 
and 20% o f the approxim ate ly 
3,000 vo ting  delegates against 
Reuther’s proposals. The vote, 
nevertheless, revealed a g row 
ing gap between the Reuther 
leadership and the rank-and- 
file.

A PLAC E IN  THE SUN
One pro-R eulher delegate re

ferred to the w o rry  among 
o ther pro-leadership delegates 
over how they w ould expla in 
the reversal of the A p r il de
cision to the membership back 
home. B u t he urged support 
fo r the Reuther proposals, say
ing, “ I f  you w ant a place in 
the sun you have to expect 
to get b listered.”

S ign ificantly , the m ajor oppo
sition  to dropping the shorter 
w ork-w eek demand came from  
delegates from  large locals of 
Ford, GM  and C hrysler plants.

Reuther’s main backing came 
from  smaller, scattered locals— 
who are much more dependent 
upon and more easily in tim id a t
ed by the In te rna tiona l leader
ship.

Had a ro ll-ca ll vote been 
taken on the Reuther scheme, 
the opposition vote w ould have 
been greater than i t  was, For 
delegates from  larger locals 
represent more members and 
carry  up to 7.5 votes each, 
w h ile  those from  sm all locals 
carry as few  as one. However, 
it  is on ly  on a ro ll-c a ll ba llo t 
tha t the representation votes 
are cast.

Instead, the vote on Reu-
( Continued on page 4)
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I t  was in te resting  to see in 
the London D a ily  W orker, the 
day a fte r Pascoe’s reference to 
"fa lse voices,’’ an a rtic le  by 
John W illiam son on the clos-

(John Gales, fo rm er Daily!«) 
W orker ed ito r who resigned 
from  the Com m unist P arty  Jan. 
10, w ro te  six articles fo r the 
New Y o rk  Post Jan. 20-25 en
title d , "W hy I Q u it the Com 
m unist P arty .”  The fo llow ing  
report on these artic les p repar
ed by H a rry  R ing is presented 
fo r the in fo rm a tion -o f our read
ers. Ed.)

" I  d id  not q u it the Com m un
ist P a rty  in  order to  en lis t in  
the cold w ar. The ideals w h ich  
o rig in a lly  attracted me to com
m unism  seem to me the ones 
tha t give meaning to life , and 
they are w orth  try in g  to rea l
ize. I le ft the Communist Party  
because i t  no longer affords a 
way to fu r th e r these ideals." 
This statement by John Gates 
in the New Y o rk  Post illu s 
trates his present po litica l v ie w 
point. W hat he has to say in 
the Post series is essentially 
what he had been saying fo r 
the past tw o  years as a member 
of the Com m unist Party.

Parting of 4he Ways

L e ft to r ig h t, JO H N  G A TE S , recently  resi gnod leader o f Com m unist P a rty , who had the 
D a ily  W orke r pulled out from  under him and p ut out o f existence by E U G E N E  D E N N IS  and 
W M . /,. FOSTER.

IN D IC TS  C A P IT A L IS M
O u tlin in g  where he stands 

now, Gates presents an exten
sive ind ictm ent o f capita lism  
as an outmoded social system. 
“ O ur society,”  he w rites, “ feels 
a crisis in  every realm — in its 
m oral outlook, its economic a f
fa irs, its po litics . . . The fa llacy 
and ir ra t io n a lity  of cap ita lis t 
society s ti l l  lies, as I  see it, in 
tha t production depends on the 
p ro fit o f the few  ra ther than 
the use and w e lfa re  of a ll of 
us. In  th is  fabulous new era of 
atom ic energy, autom ation, and 
the conquest o f space, produc
tion fc r  the p riva te  p ro fit of the 
few  becomes incom patib le w ith  
the needs of society as a whole.

"Socia lism ." says G a l e s ,  
"seems lo  me fhe necessary and 
inevitab le  w ay o f resolving 
w ha l is w rong w ith  th is sociely, 
w h ile  preserving w ha l is best 
w ith in  it . "

U n til a m a jo rity  o f the A m er
ican people are convinced of 
the need fo r socialism, he con
tinues, “ the im m ediate need is 
fo r popular regulation, fo r con
tro l and fo r curbs upon B ig 
Business. So long as the in te r
ests o f B ig  Business dominate 
both po litica l parties, such con
tro ls  w il l  not be enacted. A  new 
po litica l advance is needed to 
b ring  the representatives of the 
w o rk ing  people, Negro and 
w hite , the farm ers, the libe ra l 
m iddle class in to  Congress i t 
self."

On the w orld  situation, Gates 
w rites: “ The tim e is now to 
ou tlaw  w a r as an instrum ent 
of national po licy and to make

com petitive  coexistence the ba
sis of se ttling  all outstanding 
differences between the U.S. 
and the Soviet U n ion .”

FOR P O L IT IC A L  FREEDOM 
IN  THE SO VIET BLOC

Gates points to the manner 
o f the USSR’s g iant industria l- 
scientific advance as "th e  most 
im portan t fact about the Soviet 
U n ion ." A t the same tim e, he 
states, “ i t  is fa r from  m aking 
a corresponding po litica l ad
vance. The Soviet people have 
fa r to  go in acquiring control 
over the selection of th e ir lead
ers and th e ir policies. They 
need freedom of discussion, and 
a mechanism fo r  choosing be
tween a lte rna tive  leaders and 
policies.”

On fhe general issue of so
c ia lis t democracy he w rites, "To 
fu lf i l l  its  promise, a Socialist 
sociely demands p o lit ica l de
mocracy on a level h igher than 
anyth ing  w h ich  exists in  the 
most advanced cap ita lis t coun
tries ."

O f the Am erican Communist 
Party , Gates says that i t  “ has 
become irre levant, and it is not 
my objective to spend tim e 
try in g  to get members o f the 
party  to leave it. That is a de
cision fo r  each in d iv id u a l to 
make or not.”  A t the same 
tim e he denies ’the charge that 
the party  is a fo re ign conspir
acy, urges defense of its c iv il 
libe rties  and calls fo r freedom 
fo r Sm ith A c t v ic tim s G il 
Green, H enry W inston and I r v 
ing Potash.

R eview ing the pa rty ’s h istory,

Gates sees three positive ac
complishm ents; the mass w o rk  
of the 1930’s, the support to 
Loya lis t Spain and the support 
to  the U.S. governm ent in  
W orld  W ar II .

M ASS EXODUS
Discussing the catastrophic 

decline of the CP over the past 
13 years, he sets its 1945 mem
bership at 75,000 and says tha t 
7,000 may be an op tim is tic  es- 
t ’mute of its present size. He 
doubts tha t there are more 
than a few  hundred Negroes 
rem ain ing in  the p a rty  and 
says its present age level is 
“ w e ll in  the 50’s.”  He estimates 
an exodus o f 10,000 members 
du ring  the past tw o years. This 
mass defection was by lhose 
who considered i t  impossible to 
th w a rt the Foslerite  d rive  fo r 
a re tu rn  to the pre-20lh Con
gress line.

BAC KG R O U N D  OF CRISIS
W hile  the Com m unist P a rty  

crisis erupted as a resu lt o f the 
Khrushchev revelations, Gates 
sees the crisis as having . . 
long, tw isted roots. Though re 
lated to Soviet events, the 
w hole story has to be taken 
back to 1945, and probably 
even fu r th e r back than tha t, to 
1919.”

Concretely, Gates says, the 
d iv is ion began to m anifest i t 
self in  the pa rty  leadership 
du ring  the period tha t he and 
the other Foley Square defend
ants were in prison. He reports 
tha t du ring  tha t tim e  his w ife . 
L ill ia n  Gates, who had been a 
leader of the New Y o rk  organi

zation, had w ritte n  to h im  
about a b itte r struggle between 
the New Y ork  leadership and 
the Foster leadership in  the 
na tiona l office.

I t  was d u ring  th is  same pe
riod in  1953, he adds, that 
Joseph S tarobin and Joseph 
C la rk  became c ritica l o f the 
pa rty  line  and S tarobin w ith 
drew  a fte r h is proposals fo r  a 
change o f lin e  were rejected. 
Both C la rk  and S tarobin saw 
the pa rty  stand as “ u ltra - le ft
is t.”

Gates continues: " T h e s e
moods were everywhere. The 
C a lifo rn ia  C o m m u n i s t s  had 
been in  such conflicts w ith  Fos
ter's aides tha t they conducted 
th e ir  Sm ith A ct defense on 
th e ir own. Most o f the party 's 
trade unionists had th e ir own 
b itte r beefs. M ore and more 
they had lost confidence in  'the 
cen te r/ as we called the na
tiona l leadership."

Gates describes the doubts 
he, h im self, was developing 
about p a rty  po licy w h ile  in 
prison and relates them  to the 
post-S ta lin  developments in  the 
Soviet Union. R ecalling discus
sions he had in  prison w ith  
Eugene Dennis and Robert 
Thompson, he w rites; “ Things 
were happening abroad which 
coincided w ith  our behind-the- 
bars appraisals o f the P a rty ’s 
w o rk  at home. S ta lin  had died, 
w ith in  a few  days the ‘Jewrsh 
doctors p lo t’ was revealed as a 
hoax. L a v re n ti Beria, the So
v ie t Police Chief, was executed, 
tu rn in g  out—so it  was said— to 
have been an im pe ria lis t spy

Q from  w ay back. W ork ing  peo
ple in East B e rlin  demonstrated 
against the governm ent o f w hich 
they were supposedly the back
bone.

“ S o v i e t  newspapers were 
w arn ing  about the ‘cu lt o f the 
in d iv id u a l.’ W hat d id  th is  
phrase mean i f  not a re troac
tive  critic ism  of S ta lin  himself? 
Dennis could not see that. I f  
Beria were a rat, how did th is 
jib e  w ith  S ta lin ’s in tim a te  re 
liance upon h im . To Dennis 
the question was ‘im perm iss
ib le ’.”

A t the same tim e, Gates saw 
the easing o f w a r tensions as 
placing a b ig  question m ark 
over the p a rty ’s analysis. “ For 
the v ir tu a l in e v ita b ility  o f w ar 
was a key idea in  our ranks; 
i f  it  could be receding so fast, 
maybe our P a rty  had m is
judged th is  crucia l m atter. M a y
be th is  pessim istic v iew  of the 
danger o f w a r and our estimate 
of im pending domestic fascism 
— the premise on w h ich  several 
co-leaders had gone in to  the 
‘underground’ and taken much 
of the P a rty  w ith  them —had to 
be re-exam ined.”

P O LA N D . H U N G A R Y
W hile  there was heated d is

cussion over these issues on his 
re tu rn  from  prison. Gates says 
the b ig d iv is ion in the party  
leadership ac tua lly  came in 
1956 w ith  the Polish and H un
garian events. " I  rem em ber r is 
ing to speak. I  said Khrushchev 
almost created catastrophe by 
try in g  to unseat G om ulka in 
Poland, fh a l Gom ulka had sav
ed socialism in  Poland . . . This

Soviet in te rven tion  in H ungary ,
I found m yself saying, is a 
crime, a crim e i t  w il l  take 
years to overcome. I cried ou t: 
'Fo r the firs t tim e  in  a ll m y 
years in  the P a rly , I  feel 
ashamed o f the name. Com
m un is t!' M y colleagues sat w ith  
frozen faces. None of us w ou ld  
ever be the same again, nor 
could we fo r long continue to  
live  in  the same m ovem ent."

W here does Gates go from  
here? He says he doesn’t know . 
He does not “ w ant to go from  
one sectarianism to another. 
The answer to the present 
sp lin ters on the L e ft is not to 
fo rm  another.”

W ANTS D ISCUSSION
He looks to the developm ent 

o f a new  radical movem ent 
“ tha t w i l l  be acceptable to sub
stan tia l sections of the  labor 
movement, o f the Negro people. 
Its  Am erican ism  w i l l  be u n 
challengeable. I t  w il l  act w ith in  
our C onstitu tiona l fram ew ork . 
I t  w il l  not go down the dead
end street o f s terile  an ti-S o
v ie tism  . . . N e ither w il l  i t  be 
undu ly  influenced by Socialist 
movements abroad.”

"A s  fo r m y personal p o lit ica l 
p lans," Gates says, " I  do not 
profess to have a ll the answers. 
A fte r  being so certa in, and 
dogmatic, on most of w ha t I  
d id  fo r a qua rte r o f a century, 
I am not inc lined to make 
hasty decisions. I w an t to  ta lk  
w ith  people — those who know  
me and those who don't. I  w an t 
to  do some lis ten ing , some re 
flecting, some s tudy ing ."

Political Action Debated 
At San Francisco Forum

By Leigh Ray
SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 25 — Vincent Hallinan, 

Progressive Party candidate for President in the 1952 
elections, called for the building of a party of socialism 
to give the young people some

. . .  Deep Split in CP Leadership

Canadian Socialism in Shambles
From 25,000 members in 1943 to about 2,000 today 

— the figures dramatize the collapse of the Canadian 
■Communist Party. Unlike the American CP, the 
Khrushchev revelations did not produce a protracted 
factional struggle in the Canadian party. Tim Buck, 
long-time leader of the party and fa ithful echo of 
the Kremlin, smashed the opposition quickly. But the 
party still fell apart. Canadian socialist Ross Dowson 
gives a comprehensive report of what happened in the 
Winter Issue of the International Socialist Review.

Send 35c for a copy

International Socialist Review
116 University Place New York 3, N . Y.
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the s tifling  bureaucratic atmos
phere w ith in  the pa rly .

As an example o f the one 
side o f the problem, he cites an 
experience o f the Minnesota 
party . I t  d rew  up an o ffic ia l 
statement on J im -C row  housing 
w h ich  Stein says was p riva te ly  
agreed to by N egro-com m unity 
leaders. But, “ The next day . . . 
there appeared an ed ito ria l in  
the Negro press charging the 
P a rty  w ith  being a Soviet 
agent and dam ning it  fo r get
ting  in to  th is struggle. This ex

perience has been duplicated 
m any times in many areas.”

T u rn ing  to the problem c f 
pa rty  bureaucracy, Stein asks: 
"Have we made one iota o f ad
vance in  developing M arxism - 
Leninism , app ly ing  it, in te rp re t
ing it  to the needs o f our coun
try?  O r have we been deluged 
from  certain quarters since the 
Convention w ith  one w ord and 
one w ord  on ly ; rea ffirm , rea f
firm , rea ffirm ! D on’t  dare th in k ! 
Don’t dare ask, don’t dare 
challenge, don’t dare in te rp re t!”  

“ Where in heaven,”  he asks,

“ since our Resolution on Hun 
gary, have we ever again taken 
an ana lytica l approach to events 
in  the w o rld  and in  the Soviet 
Union, w ith o u t experiencing 
the most b itte r resistance by 
Comrades Foster, Davis, and 
Dennis?”

Describ ing how Dennis, Rob
ert Thompson and Davis tr ie d  
to p u t the CP on record fo r 
the 12-party declaration by 
ram m ing a m otion through the 
nationa l adm in is tra tive  com
m ittee, S tein says, “ Comrade 
Dennis comes in  and presents

...Venezuelan People Oust Dictator
(Continued from  page 1)

add tw o  c iv ilia n  members tc 
the jun ta . The second step was 
the setting up of a 13-man cabi
net. This was composed en tire 
ly  of c iv ilians  save fo r one 
m ilita ry  man. Col. Castro Leon, 
who had led the unsuccessful 
New Year's day a ir force re 
vo lt against Jimenez. The jun ta  
is now  composed of three m i l i 
ta ry  officers and tw o c iv ilians.

In  attempts to placate the 
masses, the ju n ta  has promised 
prosecutions o f the hated secret 
police fo r the to rtu re  and m u r
der of p o lit ica l and trade union 
prisoners; the f ir in g  of the en
tire  police force o f the federal 
d is tr ic t o f Caracas; and the 
ho ld ing o f elections th is  year.

H U N T DOW N PO LICE
As in the H ungarian R evolu

tion, a feature of the Venezue
lan upris ing  has been the 
hatred o f the police, p a rticu la r
ly  the secret agents. Sum m ary 
vengeance was taken d u ring  the 
figh ting  and in  the several days 
fo llo w in g  on a ll known in fo rm 
ers and members o f the secret 
police tha t were caught. In  one 
case a mob even invaded the 
Nicaraguan embassy and shot a 
secret police lieu tenan t who 
had sought asylum there. A dd 
ing to the crow d’s fu ry  was 
the fact that, before they were 
overwhelm ed, the police k ille d  
s ix ty  prisoners in  th e ir cells in 
the centra l police headquarters. 
Also found there were the 
chem ically preserved and labe l
led lim bs o f fo rm er prisoners, 
some -of them w e ll-kn o w n  op
position and union figures who 
had s im p ly disappeared during

the nine years o f Jimenez’ d ic 
tatorship.

W A L L  STREET W ORRIED
U.S. im peria lism , w h ich  has 

more capita l invested in Vene
zuela than in  any other coun
try  except Canada, is extrem e
ly  w orried  over Jimenez’ dow n
fa ll. This d ic ta to r was the jo in t 
creation of the U.S. o il com
panies and the State D epart
ment, both o f whom backed 
the arm y coup of 1948 w hich 
overth rew  p o litica l democracy 
in  Venezuela. Jimenez has re 
ceived unusually  high honors 
from  W ashington, inc lud ing  the 
p inn ing  o f a U.S. medal on h im  
by President Eisenhower. I t  is 
p robably more than w ish fu l 
th in k in g  tha t makes the W all 
Street Journa l headline its main 
story (Jan. 28); “ A Sw ing to 
the L e ft in  Venezuela Could 
B rin g  M ilita ry  Coup —  A rm y  
Sulks in  Background as L e ft
ists’ Power Rises.”

The fact is tha t by W all 
Street standards the c iv ilia n  
P a trio tic  Junta is dangerously 
an ti-im peria lis tic . I t  is a united 
fro n t of fo u r parties fo r the 
purpose of ob ta in ing c iv ilia n  
governm ent, elections and c iv il 
liberties. One of these is the 
Com m unist Party . Though i t  is 
the smallest of the four, its  in 
clusion in  the ju n ta  is lo r  
W ashington lik e  a red cloth to 
a b u ll. The largest party , Ac 
cion Democratica, is the party  
w hich won 80 percent of the 
votes in  the 1948 elections and 
w h ich  was sho rtly  thereafter 
overth row n w ith  U.S. conni
vance.

Even the moderate or center

party, Republican Democratic 
U nion (URD) is speaking out 
against U.S. im peria lism ’s ro le 
in  Venezuela. Upon his a rr iva l 
from  ex ile  in  New Y ork , URD 
leader Jovito  V illa lb a  to ld  a 
w elcom ing crowd o f thousands 
at the Caracas a irp o rt tha t the 
U.S. favors ty ran ts  and tha t 
“ we have many m atters to set
tle  w ith  i t . ”  He la id  down as a 
condition o f security fo r U.S. 
capita l tha t i t  “ respect our 
national sovereignty and the 
righ ts o f our workers.”

G U A T E M A LA

Elsewhere in  L a tin  Am erica 
U.S. im peria lism  was suffering 
setbacks. The recent Guate
malan elections showed a defi
n ite  defeat fo r  Colonel Cruz 
Salazar, know n as “ W ashing
ton ’s candidate.”  I t  is believed 
that Salazar w il l  combine his 
votes w ith  those o f r ig h tis t can
didate Ydigoras, w ho th rough
out the campaign denounced 
him  as a U.S. stooge. This move 
iri the election, in  w h ich  none 
o f the three candidates received 
a m a jo rity , w i l l  p revent the 
Congress from  choosing the 
candidate o f the R evo lu tionary 
Party. T ha t p a rty ’s last elected 
president was Arbenz, w ho was 
overth row n by a U.S.-sponsored 
“ re vo lt”  headed by its la te 
stooge C astillo  A rm as.Ind ica live  
o f the widespread resentment 
against U.S. m an ipu la tion  o f 
Guatemalan po litics is the fact 
tha t the anti-C om m unist news
paper La Hora recently  referred 
to the L a tin  Am erican D iv is ion  
of the U.S. State D epartm ent 
as the "C o lon ia l O ffice."

the N a t i o n a l  A d m in is tra tive  
Com m ittee w ith  a statement. 
‘We are not endorsing, com
rades. A ll  we are doing is h a il
ing ,’ he says. ‘A l l  we are doing 
is greeting.’

" A l l  we are do ing," Stein 
continues, " is  in d ire c tly  endors
ing the v iew  tha t revisionism  is 
the m ain danger. A l l  we are 
doing is endorsing the v iew  tha t 
th is and the other are certa in 
universal tru ths, e icelra, b in d 
ing on a ll, o therw ise you are 
revis ion ists."

Assa iling a proposal by  Den
nis fo r a Resident Board, Stein 
declares, “ W ell, le t’s take the 
vagueness out o f it ,  Comrade 
Dennis! Put i t  on the table! 
You w an t a Secretariat to be 
re-established . . .  a p o lit ica l 
secretariat. And maybe the 
same people th a t used to be 
the p o lit ica l secretariat before 
. . . Tha t’s w ha t you w ant . . . 
a re-establishm ent o f the b u r
eaucracy as o f o ld.”

E xtend ing  the a ttack to Fos
te r and Davis, S tein charges 
tha t as fa r as they are con
cerned, “ M in o rity  or m a jo rity  
doesn’t  m atter. The m in o rity  
can d rive  the m a jo r ity  ou t of 
the P arty, and is doing it. Has 
been doing it  fo r ten months.”

H am m ering at th is  basic is
sue, S tein continues: “ The
source o f bureaucracy in  the 
Com m unist P a rty  is the idea 
th a t someone can do you r 
th in k in g  fo r you. T ha t there is 
a Pope, tha t there  are C ard i
nals —  th a t’s the source o f 
bureaucracy. Once you accept 
tha t idea there can be no de
mocracy! There can be no m a
jo r ity  ru le .”

S tein then challenges Den
nis on regroupm ent: “ W hat do 
you mean by a ho ld ing  opera
tion? The differences here are 
between those o f us w ho be
lieve  th a t th is  P a rty  as i t  is, 
is fo r  ever and more, the o r
ganization th a t w il l  lead the 
Am erican w o rk in g  class to So
cialism , and those o f us who 
believe tha t th is pa rty  . . . can 
rebu ild  itse lf and become a 
pow erfu l force in  the struggles 
o f today and in  b ring ing  about 
a Socialist regroupm ent in  the 
U nited States, capable o f lead
ing Am erican w orkers tow ard 
Socialism. I t  ju s t so happens 
th a t the la tte r approach is the 
one we adopted at our Conven
tion  and at the J u ly  m eeting o f 
the N ational Com m ittee.”

hope to march on to the fu tu re . 
He was speaking at a m eeting 
of the Independent Socialist 
Forum  held here las t n ig h t on 
the topic o f “ The Independent 
V oter in  the ’58 E lection.”

The speakers, besides V incent 
H a llinan , were P h ilip  B urton , 
Dem ocratic Assemblyman from  
the 20th D is tric t, and R ichard 
Lynden, Secretary-Treasurer of 
Local 6, In te rna tiona l Long
shoremen and Warehousemen’s 
Union.

There is no essential d iffe r
ence between the Dem ocratic 
and Republican parties, H a llinan  
stated. “ N e ithe r is the better 
o f tw o goods.”

“ The last fo u r Secretaries of 
State, u n d e r  tw o  democrats 
and one Republican, have a ll 
been from  the  M ellon banking 
interests,”  he said. He closed 
w ith  an appeal to those present 
not to  tu rn  back but to  look 
to the fu tu re , a fu tu re  o f so
cialism .

P h ilip  B u rton  m ainta ined tha t 
the more f ru it fu l w o rk  could 
be done w ith in  the Dem ocratic 
Party . “ We have practica l tasks 
in the leg is la tive  fie ld,”  he said 
and lis ted the necessity to in 
crease unem ploym ent compen
sation, pensions, the m in im um  
wage and pub lic  w orks among 
these tasks. “ We are no t doing 
po litics on Mars, b u t in  C a li
fo rn ia . We can rem ake the face 
o f the Dem ocratic P a rty  as we 
w an t it . ”

R ichard Lynden  spoke of the

quiescence o f the labo r m ove
m ent and said th a t he could 
not see a mass tu rn  to  social
ism or tow ard  a labor o r th ird  
p a rty  a t th is  time. “ A m erican 
po litics are on dead center,”  he 
said.

I f  the depression deepens and 
the present C a lifo rn ia  d rive  fo r  
the “ smash - the - un ion”  b i l l  
meets any success: i f  the candi
dates o f the Democrat and Re
publican parties do not take 
satisfactory positions on these 
problem s facing t h e  labo r 
movement, then new leaders 
w il l  come fo rw a rd  and i t  w i l l  
be possible to move fo rw ard . 
“ We m ust no t be im patien t,”  he 
said. “ We m ust do a job  in  the 
labor m ovem ent and w o rk  
there.”

The discussion period center
ed around the possib ilities o f 
gain ing som ething fro m  the 
Dem ocratic P a rty  e ithe r by  
supporting them, w o rk in g  in  
the Young Democrats, o r by  
vo ting  fo r th e ir  candidates. In  
the discussion, V incent H a ll i
nan said tha t i t  w ould  be bet
te r to be on ly  a hand fu l w ith  
a program  to b u ild  a th ird  
party  in the interests of a ll the 
Am erican people than to bow  
down to parties dom inated by 
a fe w  m onopoly capita lists 
w h ich  the record shows can go 
nowhere bu t to w a r and de
struction.

Calendar of Events
Berkeley

Friday, 'Feb. 14, 8 P.M. C linton 
Jencks w ill speak on "The Jeneksi 
Case and C iv il L iberties.”  Ausp.: 
Jack London Club. YW CA Build
ing, 2134 Allsto>n Wav, Berkeley, 
Cailif.

•
Chicago

“ N ightm are,”  an orig inal play 
by Sol and Carol ¿Blackman, fo l
lowed by food, refreshments and 
dancing. Saturday, Feb. 8, 8:15 
P.M. at 777 W. Adamls. C ontri
bution: $1.00. Students: 25c.
Ausp.: M ilita n t Labor Forum.

'Friday, Feb. 14, 8:15 P.M. 
“ Prospects fo r  American Labor 
In 1958.”  Ausp.: M ilita n t 'Labor 
Forum.

•
New York

M IL IT A N T  LABOR FORUM 
CLASSES. Sundays, 5:30 P M . 
through 'Feb. 16, “ The Road to 
Socialism,”  Instructor, Daniel 
Roberts. Sundays, 7:15 P.M.,
“ The Negro S truggle fo r Equal
ity .”  Instructor, George Lavan. 
Mondays, 7 P.M. through Feb. 17. 
“ The Soviet Union,”  Instructor, 
M u rry  Weiss. Mondays, 8:45 
PJMi. “ H istorica l M ateria lism ,”  
Instructor, V incent Copeland. AM 
classes a t 116 U n ive rs ity  Place.

F riday, Feb. 7, 8 P.M. J3ym-

•posium and discussion on “ So
cialism and E thics.”  Dick De- 
Ilaan, Doctoral Candidate in! 
Philosophy, New School of Social 
Science; Tony Ramirez, Member 
o f Youth Fellowship of Recon
c ilia tion ; Paul Greenberg, Forum 
Chairman, East Side Guardian 
Club; B ert Deck, E d ito ria l Board 
Member o f the Young Socialist. 
(Organizations listed fo r iden
tifica tion  only.) Adelplhi H all, 74 
F ifth  Ave. Contribution 50c.

Philadelphia
“ The F ig h t fo r  Peace in the 

»Sputnik Age.”  Speaker: M u rry  
Weiss. F riday, Feb. 7, 8:30 P.M. 
a t 1303 W. Girard Ave. Ausp.: 
M ilita n t Labor Forum.

San Francisco
Celebrate Negro H isto ry Week: 

Saturday, Feb. 8, 8:15 P.M. B ill 
Morgan w ill speak on Desegrega
tion and the School Crisis. Ausp.: 
The Labor Forum. 1145 Polk St. 

•

Twin Cities
John T. McManus, National 

Guardian General M gr., speaks on 
“ W hy The L e ft Must U nite.”  Sun
day,’ Feb. 9, 8 P.M. A F L  H a ll 
B.m B3, Minneapolis, 117 S.E. 4th 
St., Jo in t aus«p.: Tw in C ity  Labor 
Forum and National Guardian) 
Associates.

NewRank-and-File 
Workers’ Group 
Formed in England

By Peter Fryer
Special London Correspondent

Last weekend I was in at the birth o f the firs t rank- 
tnd-file industrial movement to spring- up in post-war 
Britain under what is best described as Marxist influence 
and, la rge ly, M a rx is t leadersh ip .'S---------------------------------------------------

How Gates Views Socialism Today

F o r months now B rita in ’s b u ild - it 
ing  w orkers have been feeling E 
the  b ru n t o f the cap ita lis t o f- w 
tensive. T h ir ty  thousand of tl 
them  are out of a job and an- p 
o ther th ir ty  thousand have le ft  v, 
the indus try  because conditions ii 
are worsening. The like lihood  o 
is tha t unem ploym ent w il l  con- vt 
tin u e  to grow. And on bu ild ing  
s ite  a fte r b u ild ing  site the firs t j  
v ic tim s  of the bosses’ offensive r 
are the m ilitan ts . I

I t  was to defend the m ilita n t v 
w orkers  from  v ic tim iza tion , to  t 
rouse the whole in dus try  in  de- c 
tense of jobs, and to pu t pres- t 
sure on the leaders of the bu ild - ( 
ing  trade unions to figh t the ] 
bosses instead o f tw id d lin g  i 
th e ir  thum bs, tha t 130 w orkers < 
from  49 jobs and 64 union 
branches gathered in  confer- . 
♦nee.

B E H A N  OPENS M EETIN G
The opening statement was : 

made by B rian  Behan, a 31- 
year-o ld  b ric k la ye r’s laborer 
w ho has already established a 
reputa tion  as a rank-and-file  
leader and a doughty opponent 
o f bureaucrats of a ll shades. It 
was Behan who fo r  months, as 
a member of the B ritish  Com
m unist P arty  executive, waged 
a figh t against the leaders over 
H ungary  and over various do
mestic questions. He polled 188 
votes at the pa rty  congress last 
Easter; resigned from  the party ; 
spoke up against the S ta lin is t 
and cap ita lis t versions o f the 
H ungarian  R evolution at the 
Trades U nion Congress; and re 
cently jo ined the ed ito ria l board 
o f The Newsletter.

Behan is the ve ry  antithesis 
o f the smug, sleek, pompous, 
desk-bound Jack-in-o ffice  who 
is so often found in trade union 
head offices and d is tr ic t offices 
in  B rita in . He spoke to the 
delegates as a fe llow -w orke r, 
w earing  w orkers ’ clothes and 
using w orkers ’ language, salted 
w ith  Ir ish  w it. ( I t  is a w it  he 
shares w ith  tw o  brothers who 
are achieving fame in other 
fields: one. Brendan, is a w r i t 
e r o f rip -roa ring . Rabelaisian 
and from  the po in t of v iew  of 
the L o id  Chancellor, England’s 
censor, on ly - jus t - perform able 
plays about working-class life ; 
the  other, D om inic, is a singer 
of fo lk  songs who has been re 
corded by A lan  Lom ax.)

IN JECTS SOUR NOTE
O ther speakers, a ll o f them, 

lik e  Behan, men from  th e ir  in 
dus try ’s grassroots, crossed the 
t ’s and dotted the i ’s o f his 
keynote speech. The on ly ja r 
r in g  note was struck by a dele
gate called Jack Pascoe, who 
is a member of the Communist 
P a rty  executive, and who spoke 
sourly  about "fa lse voices" 
w hich were te llin g  the w orkers 
how  to figh t the employers and 
leading them astray.

No one had any doubt that 
i t  was the N ewsletter pam ph
lets on sale at the conference 
th a t he was re fe rring  to; i t  
was a p ity  he d id  not say open
ly  whose "voices" he meant. 
B u t the fact tha t the Com m un
ist P a rty  had to send its peo
ple to th is  rank-and-file  ga th
ering  is a tr ib u te  to the deep 
roots tha t the movement for 
m ilita n t resistance to the em
ployers i t  s tr ik in g . W ith  or 
w ith o u t the Com m unist Party , 
the B ritish  w orkers are going 
io  h it  back. And among the ir 
leaders w il l  be many who grew 
up inside the party , bu t who 
are now seeking real M arx ism  
and real m ilita n cy  outside it.

•  *  •

ing-down o f the New Y o rk  12 
D a ily  W orker, in the course of 
which he said tha t “ the slander w 
tha t the D a ily  W orker was sus- 7 
pended to get r id  o f Gates’’ 
was being spread by “ the cap- ^  
ita lis t press in B rita in  and some P 
of the renegades from  our party
who are its  hangers-on.”  "

»1
W ell, w e ll. The names of 

F -y -r  and The N -w s l- tt- r  are, 
needless to say, on the London i  
D a ily  W orke r’s banned lis t. No 
w r ite r  is allowed to m ention 
them even by im p lica tion . No 
doubt the ban was re laxed ju s t ' 
the tin ies t b it fo r W illiam son , 
(whose reports of last Easter’s 
B ritish  CP Congress, by the ‘ 
way, were noth ing short of j 
scandalous).

I  fo r one am qu ite  sure tha t < 
i f  The N ew sletter hadn't car- 1 
ried m ateria l on the New Y ork  | 
D a ily  W orker's closing-down, 
the London D a ily  W orker w ould i 
have fe ll able to gel away w ith  ; 
the tin y  and almost gloating 
news-item  i t  carried.

As fo r the “ renegades”  and 
"hangers-on" smear, I  w ould 
bet m y last sh illin g  that i f  
some o f us had gone over to 
Fleet Street, the B ritish  S ta lin 
ists w ould  have been on ly  too 
pleased to g ive the m atter 
enormous p u b lic ity . I t ’s the 
fact tha t we haven't tha t causes 
them chagrin and concern. I 
have heard from  a num ber of 
areas o f solemn investigations 
tha t are under way in to a l
leged connections between va
rious opposition-m inded party  
members and The Newsletter. 
Even those w ho don’t  agree 
w ith  our po licy  find th a t they 
have to take The N ewsletter 
i f  they w ant to know  w hat the 
D a ily  W orker is keeping from 
them!

*  •  ♦

L IT T L E  H ITLER S
Here is a case in point. An 

im portan t s tr ike  of dockers has 
just broken out in L iverpool, 
the great west-coast port. I 
rannot w rite  ve ry  much about 
i t  th is week because it has only 
iust started, and only the bare 

' facts are know n so far. The 
ì fu ll- t im e  offic ia ls of the Trans- 
i oo rt and General W orkers’
: U nion have, i t  seems, been 
' try in g  to p revent members of
■ the o ther po rt union, the  N a

tiona l Am algam ated Stevedores 
and Dockers, a dem ocratica lly- 
run  body, from  getting  certain

• types of w ork. Various offic ia ls 
‘ o f the b igger union have been 
? th row ing  th e ir  w e igh t about, 
s deciding who shall be hired,
■ tu rn ing  back members o f the
■ other union, ca lling  them  non- 
3 unionists, and generally acting 
1 like  l i t t le  H itle rs.
® Thousands o f men are now 

on s tr ike  in L iverpoo l and 
~ adjacent ports in protest against 
3 th is a ttitude. Feeling is ru n 

ning high against the TGW U 
1 officials, the w indow s o f th e ir 

offices have been stoned, and 
e pickets are out along the w ater- 

fron t. Members o f both unions 
'  are on s tr ike— fo r many o f the
• TG W U  members are figh ting  
‘  alongside the “ blues,”  as the

NASD  members are called be- 
’ cause of the color of the ir 
P union card.

A nd w ha t has the D a ily  
j  W orker, tha t self-styled w ork- 
, ing-class paper to say about
• th is s trike  th is  m orning, the 
® day a fte r i t  began? N othing.

N oth ing  w h a t e v e r .  Not a 
sentence, not a syllable, not a 
word. Rather than h u rt the 
feelings of the TG W U  leaders 
whom they are cu rre n tly  woo
ing, the S ta lin ists p re fe r to pre 

n tend th a t a ll is qu ie t in  thè 
e po rt o f L iverpool, 
o A nd  then they w onder w hy 
y the D a ily  W orker F igh ting  
;- Fund is so poorly  supporledl
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