
The Atrocities 
In Egypt

An Editorial
The methods used by the British and French imperial

ists in their m ilitary attack on the Suez canal show that 
they considered their primary enemy to be the Egyptian 
working people. A careful reading of the battle reports 
from tne Suez city of Port Said reveals the following 
atrocities: On Nov. 6, the imperialist commanders carrieu 
out a oeliberate punitive expedition against the civilian 
working class population of Port Said, destroying tne 
entire working ciass aistrict, and killing thousands of 
working-class men, women, and children.

“ According to a Port Said dispatch by Hanson W. 
Baldwin in the Nov. 1 New York Times, “ The British ad
vanced supported by tanks and guns of the fleet, and the 
Forty-Fum Commando probed into the narrow congested 
streets of the old part of town.”  “ Port Said suffered 
heaviiy,”  says Baldwin, “ and many civilians — the exact 
number may never be known — were killed or wounded.. .  
'Ihe old part of town suffered especially heavily. Whole 
blocks were burned out or reduced to rubble or tottering 
walls.”  Baldwin reports that * the British commander 
praised the performance of United States Artillery pieces 
used in the attack.

“ Nobody knows,” said Howard Handleman in an In
ternational News Service dispatch in the Nov. 17 Chicago 
defender, “ how many died in Tuesday’s British naval and 
air bomoarument of the Arab shanty town section of Port 
Said. . . The Egyptian general hospital's eight wards are 
overflowing with wounded. Most are men, women and 
children, hacked down by strafing bullets in Tuesdays 
battle for Medina, the poor Arab quarter. . . A t least a 
square mile of houses had been raised to the ground.”

In “ the shanty town area that is now a fire blackened 
scar . . . the death toll is a matter for conjecture,” says 
Robert C. Doty in the Nov. 21 N. Y. Times. The official 
British^ estimate was 500 killed and wounded, while 
Egyptians in the slum area “ insisted”  that 7,000 had been 
killed, Doty reports.

The imperialists and their political and military agents 
hate the Arab working people, because the workers are 
the most m ilitant forcé in the struggle for Egyptian na
tional independence. In an attempt to crush the Arab 
revolution, imperialism resorts to massacres of the work
ing class.

The United Nations, under the domination of the 
capitalist government of the U.S., has filled the air of its 
assembly halls with hypocritical outcries against Kremlin 
barbarity ' toward the Hungarian workers.

But true to its role as an agency of imperialism, the 
UN has been completely silent about the equally barbarous 

^conduct of the British and French imperialist armies 
g a in s t The. Egyptian workers.
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Former Soviet Premier Malenkov (right), who was deposed 
by Party boss Khrushchev (le ft), is now in Budapest directing 
the puppet Kadar government. According to a Nov. 28 Asso
ciated Press dispatch, Malenkov is responsible for Kadar's 
recent switch from promises to renewed threats of reprisals 
against the striking Hungarian workers.

Dock Bosses 
AidedbyCov't 
Injunctions

By Della Rossa
NEW YORK, Nov. 28 —  While 

a Taft-Hartly injunction forced 
the longshoremen to temporarily 
end their solid tie-up of all 
Atlantic and Gulf ports, the 
independent International Long
shoremen’s Association goes to 
court today to fight a National 
Labor Relations Board injunction 
against their most prominent 
strike demand —  a coastwide 
contract.

Friday morning the I LA will 
go to court to answer the Taft- 
Hartly injunction, which the 
shippers want extended from its 
present 10-day period to the full 
80-day “cooling off period” 
provided for in the anti-labor 
Taft.-Hartly Law.

The East Coast longshoremen 
had warned when threatened by 
the injunction that if applied, 
the shippers would have two 
strikes on their hands the original 
one which started Nov. 15, and 
another one after the injunction 
ended. Last year the IL A  con
ducted an eight-day strike in the 
face of an injunction against the 
New York-New Jersey Bi-State 
Waterfront Commission a n d  
caused the retreat of the anti
labor Commission.

II.A  DEMANDS
The New York Shippers Asso

ciation resists the demand of the 
ILA  for coastwide bargaining, 
claiming its jurisdiction is only 
in New York. The facts, as set 
forth in a report of the ILA  
Research Department are that 
the New York Shippers operate 
along the entii-e East Coast, and 
its offices and agents dominate 
the industry in both the Atlantic 
and Gulf Coasts.

In addition to a coastwide Con
tract, the II.A  strike demands 
include limited cargo slingloads, 
no reduction in work gangs, and 
a two-year contract, with a 32 
cent wage increase over the 
present basic ?2.48 an hour.

Although the injunction weapon 
was enacted into the T-H  law by 
the employers as a means of 
weakening strike militancy, the 
period could be used by the strik
ing union to further strengthen 
the strike organization, par
ticularly in winning over support 
from other sections of the labor 
movement. The West Coast In 
ternational Longshoremen’s and 
Warehousemen’s union, which 
went out Nov. 19 on a 24-hour 
sympathy strike, and the Na 
tional Maritime Union are al 
reaay giving their support to 
the ILA .

The militancy of the IL A  is 
indicated by the Nov. 25 New 
York Times, in an article dealing 
with U.S. Maritime labor: “The 
American sea-going unions have 
never forgotten the bitter strug' 
glee of a generation ago when 
they began to win real bargain
ing power. . . The concept that 
employers are enemies is ac
tively perpetuated.”

Hungary Workers Defy 
Kremlin’s Repressions

Latest Threats Fail 
To Break Spirit of 
The Revolutionists

By George Lavan
NOV. 29 — Continuance of the general strike in Hun

gary, thé fact that even those workers who have reenter««} 
the factories are not working but, under the leadership of
heir councils, are holding meet-®------- ;----- ;------------------------------------
ngs, shows the dominance of the 26 bitterly assailing Nagy. The 
ndustria) working class in Hun- Central Committee of Budapest 
gary’s struggle against the Factory Workers on Nov. 27 
Kj-emlin placarded the city with protests

That the workers have played a* ainst 8Peech deducing
the dominant role since the very f r?m Kadar s return to Stal- 
beginning of the uprising is ,n,sm and a permanent Soviet 
freely acknowledged by a mem- ° f uPat,° n Hungary. On Nov. 
ber o t the committee of Buda- 28> the N - Y - Tlmea reI*>rtB less 
pest University students which w o r k d o " e m Budapest than 
called the Oct 23 demonstration. the. Previous day.
I  ht 'shooting down of these In the Provinces the general 
demonstrators set off the upris- strlke appears even more solid 
ing. The student leader, Istvan than Budapest where workers 
B, was interviewed by a foreign seem confused by the contradic- 
eorrespondênt of Reporter maga- <̂n'Y policies of their leaders, 
zine (Nov. 15). ' United Press correspondent Rus

sell Jones, the only American 
'WE JOINED WORKERS’ reporter still in Hungary, wrote

“It was the workers who on Nov. 28, after completing a 
started the actual armed insur- (Continued on page 2)
recti on,” the student fighter ad
mitted. “They called us cowards 
und opportunists because we 
hesitated at first before joining 
them on the barricades. But it  
was "our m ora l'duty to  reflect 
on whether we really had the 
right to use violence. As educated 
men we must be sure we are 
guided by reason and not simpiy 
by emotion. When we satisfied 
ourselves that reason and justice 
were on the side of the revolu
tion, we got arms and joined lip 
with the workers. They fought 
magnificently, but 1 think we 
students did all right too.”

IVhen the Russian army with 
its overwhelming military 1 su
periority crushed the Hungarian 
people’s armed resistance, only 
the working class with its work
ers’ councils and general strike 
was able to carry on the struggle.
All other elements in the popula
tion, which had played an aux
iliary role in the uprising, were 
without organization or weapons 
for further struggle.

As they had fought magnif
icently against the Russian tanks, 
so in military defeat the work
ers. continue to struggle magnif
icently by means of strike 
action, picket lines, sit-down 
strikes, mass meetings and 
protest delegations. All this is 
being carried on in the midst 
of terrible destruction, hunger 
and cold — and under the very 
gun? of the occupying army.

At this writing Kremlin-in- 
stalled Premier Kadar is once 
again talking tough to the strik
ers. He has repudiated most of 
the concessions previously pro
mised the workers in the attempt 
to coax them back into the plants.
He has bitterly denounced former 
Piemier Nagy, whom the work
ers demand he restored to the 
cabinet and whom the Soviet 
police kidnaped on Nov. 22,
Radar’s tough lino has beer 
attributed in unconfirmed rumors 
to the presence of a top Kremiin 
personage, supposedly Malenkov 
in Budapest.

Frame-Up Charges in Louisville 
Case Squashed by Kentucky Court

NOV. 20 — An important vic
tory for civil liberties was scored 
today when Carl Braden and six 
co-defendants in the Louisville 
“sedition” case won dismissal of 
the sedition, conspiracy, contempt 
and bombing charges which had 
been brought against them by 
the State of Kentucky. The 
charges against, the seven came 
after Carl and Anne Braden had 
purchased a house in an all- 
white neighborhood for resale to 
Andrew Wade IV , a young Negro 
veteran. After Wade and his 
family moved in their home was 
bombed by racist elements. The 
state of Kentucky tried to frame 
those who had come forward to 
protect the Wade home as having 
committed the bombing them
selves.

In a statement issued today, 
the Louisville defendants report: 
“The prosecutor asked for 
dismissal of all charges after 
Judge Curtis refused to allow

bim to introduce allegedly sub- 1  them in Milwaukee when the 
versive books against Vernon'house blew up.
Bown, who was scheduled to be 
tried on the charge of dynamit
ing a Negro’s home in June, 
1954. Harry S. McAlpin, local 
Negro leader and chief counsel 
for Bown, had objected to the 
use of any evidence not directly 
connected with the explosion.”

(Bown is a white truck driver 
who moved in with the Wade 
family to protect them against 
violence. He and six other white 
supporters of the Wades were 
indicted in September, 1954.)

“The prosecutor had admitted 
he couldn’t convict Bown unless 
he was allowed to use books and 
papers seized in two raids on 
Bown’s home, both without 
search warrants. The prosecutor 
said he didn’t  have enough 
evidence to convict Bown of the 
bombing. McAlpin had filed 
sworn statements of three per
sons who said Bown was with

“Hamilton [the prosecutor] 
charged that the purchase and 
bombing of the house were part 
of a Communist plot to stir up 
racial strife and bring about a 
political revolution that would 
lead to the overthrow of the gov
ernment of the U.S. and Kentucky 
by force and violence. An old 
state sedition law was used for 
the first time.”

Last June, Carl Braden’s con
spiracy conviction was reversed 
after the Supreme Court ruled 
in the Steve Nelson case that 
such statutes were invalid. 
Braden and I. O. Ford, a co
defendant, spent eight and five 
mouths respectively in prison as 
a result of high bail bonds.

Andrew Wade is still engaged 
in a court fight over the owner
ship of his house which still lies 
in ruins. Damage amounted to 
85,500.

Voices in CP’s Begin to Speak Up on Hungary
By Herman Chauka

The crisis which has gripped 
the Communist parties through
out the world since the Khrush
chev relations at the 20th 
Congress of the CPSU has en
tered a qualitative new stage 
with the Kremlin intervention in 
Hungary.

W ith the demolition of the Sta
lin cult at the 20th Congress the 
flood gates of long suppressed 
rank-and-file criticisms of the 
policies 'and bureaucratic meth
ods of the leaderships in the 
various parties was opened. A t 
the same time all the previous
ly smothered centrifugal tenden
cies came into play. In  each 
party every basic point of past 
program 'and tradition was chal
lenged. Since the outbreak of 
the Hungarian revolution the 
crisis has become complete. Mass 
defections, including those of 
prominent leaders, are now tak 
ing place in virtually all of the 
Communist parties.

But an important new element 
has been added to the crisis by the 
Hungarian revolution. There is 
now the beginning of breaks with 
Stalinist policies from the left. 
Individuals and groups within 
various Communist parties aie 
taking a stand of solidarity with 
the Hungarian revolution and are 
speaking out for the Leninist 
principle of the right of self- 
determination of nations.

Perhaps the most dramatic ex
pression of this development 
came with the declaration of 
Peter Fryer, Hungarian corre
spondent for the London Daily 
Worker. Fryer resigned from 
the Daily Worker after it  re
fused to print two of his dis
patches from Hungary.

In a public statement issued 
after his resignation, Fryer de
clared: “The great mass of the 
Hungarian people have no desire 
to return to capitalism and want 
to l'étain all the positive social 
achievements of the past twelve 
years. Nor did the iSoviet troops 
which entered Budapest on Nov. 
4 fight fascists; they fought 
workers, soldiers and students 
and they could find no Hungar
ians to fight alongside of them. 
These are the conclusions I  
reached after hundreds of in
terviews. No honest Communist 
can now ignore the truth about 
Hungary.”

Fryer made clear that he in
tended to remain in the Com
munist Party to “fight for a re
turn to socialist principles.” Ac
cording to all reports from Eng
land, he will not be alone in 
the fight. Rank-and-file opposi
tion to the Daily Worker’s white
wash of the intervention is wide
spread. According to figures in 
the Worker itself, one quarter 
of those attending nine area 
meetings on this question were 
opposed to the use of Soviet

troops in Hungary. The leftward have been many very different 
character of this development is groups among them . . . even 
underscored by the fact that the isolated pockets of former fas- 
writings of Leon Trotsky are! cists . . . perhaps sbme who 
now being studied by members wanted to return to capitalism.
of (he British Communist Party.

In Poland, despite Gomulka’s 
unprincipled declaration against 
the Hungarian revolution for the 
sake of Soviet concessions, open 
sympathy for the Hungarian 
cause is being manifested. W rit
ing in the government newspaper 
Zycie Warsawi Nov. 23, Roman 
Jurys draws the analogy between 
the Hungarian events 'and the 
Poznan uprising of last June. 
To blame either on foreign 
«gents, lie declared, is utterly 
false. “Hungary, in my view,” 
he said, “is a mutiny . . . against 
the Stalinist violation of the ob
jective rights of development in 
the process of its construction 
of socialism.”

WHO ARE ‘REBELS’?
In the U.S., voices from with

in the ranks and the periphery 
of the Communist Party are also 
beginning' to be heard in sup
port of the Hungarian revolu
tion. The Nov. 25 issue of the 
Worker publishes the views of 
Sidney Roger, a California radio 
commentator sympathetic to the 
Soviet Union. Roger takes his 
stand with the Hungarian work
ers. He writes: “I t ’s hard to de
termine who all the ‘rebels’ in 
Hungary have been. There must

Yet, by and large, it seems to 
me as I ’ve read the news, the 
majority of the ‘rebels’ are work
ers and students who wanted so
cialism continued.”

Drawing an effective analogy 
to the trade union movement, 
Roger writes: “Maybe we should 
try to understand why and how 
it can be t.ljat workers can rise 
up against a workers govern
ment. In trade unions here at 
home entrenched leadership can 
become what is called ‘pie card.’ 
They are the self-perpetuating 
leaders who like their piece of 
easy pie so much they do every
thing to stay in power.”

“Workers can rise in fury 
against their own leaders, even 
their own emancipators, when 
these leaders start to live off 
the fa t of the land, and when 
these same leaders start to use 
secret police, oppressive laws 
and rigid censorship in order 
to maintain their power. Work
ers can fight w i t h  passion 
against unequal treatment— par
ticularly at the hands of lead
ers who prate socialism while 
they live high.”

On the staff of the Daily 
Worker itself there has been

Lester Rodney, who has tried to 
come to grips with the issues 
in Hungary.

CRUCIAL QUESTIONS
Answering the contention that 

the Kremlin intervention was 
justified because it had become 
a question of fascism taking over 
Hungary, Rodney writes in the 
Nov. 20 issue: “These facts (of 
the activity of fascist elements) 
disturb me as they disturb all 
those who hate fascism. But there 
is another body of facts that 
disturb me too. I f  a counter
revolutionary fascist govern
ment was certain to prevail, bow 
is it that the most tenacious fight, 
ing mass of workers, a t Csepel, 
included in their conditions for 
laying down arms elections par
ticipated in by all parties which 
support socialism.”

Rodney asks: “What happens 
to the. class struggle, the role 
of a working class of a country 
against its own enemies, if  one 
derogates to the 'Soviet Union 
the right to bar fascism, defend 
socialism, change governments, 
in other countries? Regardless, 
mind you, of whether the work
ing class of a given country 
W ANTS the intervention.”

Discussing the role of the 
American Communist Party in re
lation to the Hungarian events,

as picketed Pythian Temple 
(where an ammonia bottle was 
hurled at Paul Robeson) to be 
the ‘defenders’ of Hungary, we 
are abdicating.”

Letters to the Daily Worker 
are expressing support for the 
Hungarian revolution. On Nov.
28 a ‘‘Boston Workingman” 
scores those who ‘‘are ready to 
link the whole Hungarian peo
ple with Horthy fascists.

‘‘Sure the fascists and their 
buddies came pouring in,” he 
writes, ‘‘and the way this was 
answered showed the utter con
tempt the Soviet leaders fe lt 
not only for all things Hungarian 
but for the Soviet people and 
the Soviet Communist Party as 
well. Instead of handing the 
Hungarian workers arms to help 
them police their land, together 
with the Hungarian army, it so 
lacked confidence in the workers 
that all Hungary was treated 
to a blood bath.”

The Soviet Union, he declares, 
should ‘‘arm the masses of trade 
union members and then get out 
of Budapest and Hungary. The 
Revolutionary Councils would 
meet in Budapest and set up a '

Rodney concludes with this solid new regime' ‘ * Hungary WOuM 
point: “So long as we permit tl*en 8 ° 0n t® new democratic

thus far one writer, sports editor! the type of fascist-minded crowdj achievements.”

KADAR FAILS  TEST
In any event Radar’s new line 

comes after the failure of a 
back-to-work movement that was 
the fruit, of several weeks of 
negotiations with the leaders of 
the Budapest Workers’ Council. 
After several false starts, the 
leaders of .the council ordered a 
one-day “test” return to the 
factories (Nov. 26'), during which 
day it would he seen whether 
Kaaar would carry out his 
promises. These included an in
terview of the. council leaders 
with deported Premier Nagy and 
the beginning of withdrawal of 
Soviet troops.

While an increased number 
of workers reentered the plants, 
little work was done. Continuance 
of the back-to-work movement 
was certainly not helped by 
Radar’s speech the night of Nov.

This cartoon which appeared in the labor press last April 
captures the spirit of militant solidarity that has prevailed in 
the bus protest movement in both Montgomery and Tallahassee, 
Fla. See page 4 for Interviews with the Tallahassee freedom 
fighters.

Militant Editor 
To Participate in 
Left-Wing; Forum

I. F. Stone’s Weekly is spon
soring a symposium in New York 
on “The Meaning of the Bill of 
Rights: Socialism and Demo
cracy —  East and West.” Par
ticipating in the discussion will 
be spokesmen for The Militant, 
Monthly Review, Labor Action, 
Socialist Call, American Socialist 
and Liberation. I. F. Stone will 
serve as moderator. Full op
portunity will be given for dis
cussion from the audience.

The following speakers have 
been announced so far: ‘‘The 
Militant — Dan Roberts, Labor 
Action — Hal Draper, American 
Socialist —  Harry Braverman, 
Liberation —  A. J. Muste.

The meeting will be held on 
the eve of Bill of Rights Day, 
Friday, Dec. 14, at 8 p. m. at 
Community Church, 40 E. 35th St.

in announcing the meeting, I. 
F. Stone said, “Events in Eastern 
Europe have given new meaning 
to the basic freedoms and safe
guards embodied in it. How can 
these be carried over into So
cialist society?” I t  is with a 
view to contributing to the 
clarification of these problems, 
Stond said, that he had made 
the invitations to participate in 
the discussion. New Cracks 

In Structure 
Of Stalinism

By John Thayer
Tlie Hungarian Revolution is 

producing strains and stresses 
between masses and the bureau
crats of all countries in the So
viet orbit, between the bureau
cracy of the USSR and that of 
Yugoslavia and last but not least 
within the Kremlin leadership it
self.

The most open clash has been 
between Tito of Yugoslavia and 
the Kremlin. I t  has put a ques
tion mark over the recently 
^achieved reconciliation of Mos
cow and Belgrade. While Pravda, 
the Kremlin mouthpiece, recent
ly tempered its first harsh words 
against the Yugoslav ruler, the 
exact temperature of their rela
tions is not yet clear.

The chronology of that clash is 
as follows. Tito had aspired to 
the role of patron saint of the 
movements f o r  de-.Stalinization 
and national independence in the 
East European countries. But 
whet?events in Hungary far out
distanced those in Poland and 
the masses took up arms, formed 
workers' councils, etc. Tito be
came alarmed. He justified the 
use of Russian troops to end 
“chaos” and “anarchy” there. A t 
the same time he tried to salvage 
moral leadership of the move
ments in East Europe by blaming 
Kremlin misrule for the condi
tions which caused the Hungarian 
uprising. To dramatize this, the 
Yugoslav embassy in Budapest 
gave 'asylum to ousted Premier 
Nagy and members of his gov
ernment.

T ITO  SPEECH
On Nov. 18 the Yugoslav radio 

broadcast a long speech made by 
Tito defining the Yugoslav Com
munist Party’s position on Hun
gary and bitterly criticizing the 
rulers of the USSR. Among the 
points Tito made were the fol
lowing: '

“. . . Certain people who are 
today again beginning to slander 
our country and who are at the 
head of the Communist Parties 
in the Eastern countries and also 
in certain Western countries . . . 
want to throw the blame for the 
events in Poland and Hungary 
on our shoulders. . . This per
fidious tendency originates from 
those obdurate Stalinist elements 
that have succeeded in various 
parties in still maintaining their 
positions. . . .”

. . A t the 20th Congress of 
the Soviet Communist Party they 
It  he new Soviet leaders] con-

(Continued on page 3)


