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Eisenhower and Macmillan

A Corpse for the Witch Hunters
With the suicide of Herbert Norman, 

Canadian Ambassador to Egypt, the witch  
hunters in Washington, D. C., can add 
another notch to their gun. Their triumph 
is all the greater because this time the 
victim is not even an American but a 
Canadian and a diplomat to boot. Here is 
an example of witch-hunting above and 
beyond the call of duty —  not content 
with purging and repurging U.S. govern
ment employes, they are “cleaning up” 
the personnel of foreign governments as 
well.

The so-called investigating committees  
have driven a number o f  people to suicide, 
railroaded hundreds to jail and caused 
thousands in government and private em
ployment to lose their jobs. The scoun
drels and crooks who are making their  
political careers on the persecution of peo
ple for their political beliefs, real or 
falsely alleged, and on the destruction of  
American civil liberties, have brought 
about such a climate of fear that in many 
fields a smear is sufficient to ruin the 
careers of men and women, condemning 
them to unemployment and ostracism. 
Some of these, like Norman, are driven 
by despair into taking their own lives. 
Thousands of others walk the streets of

America suffering to one extent or an
other the effects of  the persecution  
visited on them.

So patently reactionary and odious 
have these witch-hunt “investigating” 
committees become that it has now be
come a point of honor for the radical and 
civil-liberties movements to resist them  
every inch of the way. To volunteer in 
formation, to cooperate in any way is to 
aid in the destruction o f  freedom in 
America. Study of constitutional law as 
well as sad experience completely justifies  
the policy of challenging the witch-huntr 
ers by invoking the F irst or Fifth Amend- 

■ ments. To do otherwise means acquiescing 
in the witch hunt, becoming an in
voluntary stool pigeon for the “in
vestigators,” who do not want serious 
information but only names of people to 
hound and smear, or being entrapped into 
phoney contempt charges.

To prevent the recurrence of further  
tragedies as that of Herbert Norman and 
in solidarity with the thousands o f  other 
less-publicized victims all believers in 
American civil liberties must vow un
relenting opposition and absolute non
cooperation with the Congressional witch
hunt committees.

The UAW Rank and File
The report on page two of the opposi

tion caucus meeting at the UAW  conven
tion in Atlantic City is heartening news. 
Obviously those who called the m eeting  
were unprepared and surprised by the  
turnout and militant temper ox the dele
gates. They took a hall which seated 250 ; 
over 400 delegates turned out. More im
portant, the delegates present seemed to  
be looking for militant leadership and a 
plan of action for the formation of a na
tional caucus that could begin fighting  
for the needs of the rank-and-file auto 
worker.

Significantly the heartiest response 
was aroused by the remarks of a Cana
dian delegate who, while stressing that  
he was not dealing in personalities, scored 
Walter Reuther’s pro-capitalist policies 
and declared that unionists should not be 
apologizing to the capitalists but organiz
ing a vigorous struggle against them.

The mood of this caucus meeting as 
well as the speeches o f  a number of dele
gates from the floor of the convention is, 
in our opinion, of  great symptomatic sig 
nificance. There has been evidence mount
ing that the auto workers are getting fed 
up with speed-up, layoffs, runaway plants, 
rising cost of living and the class-collabor- 
ation policies of the International union 
leadership.

During the past few years there have  
been signs of deep dissatisfaction in the 
ranks against the Reuther union bureau
cracy. Waves of “wildcat” strikes, par
ticularly against speed-up, have swept the  
auto industry since 1955. More recently, 
in the period before the auto union con-

vention, opposition slates appeared in nu
merous locals across the country and in 
some cases elected delegates as opposed 
to the official slates.

All these signs pose the question of a 
new and inevitable revival o f  a left wing  
within the American labor movement. The 
entrenchment o f  the right-wing labor bu
reaucrats since the beginning of the cold 
war in 1947 has been interpreted by su
perficial observers as a sign of “stabiliza
tion” of the trade unions. Actually it rep
resented a retreat from the earliest period 
of broad union democracy, militant strug
gles and a trend towards independent po
litical action which began in the stormy 
strike struggles of the Thirties.

During this period of bureaucratic en
trenchment the unions were weakened, 
the witeh hunt penetrated the labor move
ment and union democracy was crushed 
or drastically curtailed. The federal and 
state anti-labor legislation practically 
halted all organizing of the unorganized, 
and the unions are now' wide open to even  
more ferocious attacks from the boss 
class. The left wing that will arise on the 
wave of a new militant upsurge of the  
American workers will challenge the bu
reaucrats on the central question of class 
struggle versus class collaboration on both 
the economic and political fields. The left 
wing will inscribe on its banner the two  
inseparable concepts: meet the anti-labor 
offensive with a policy of militant struggle 
to expand and strengthen unionism ; break 
with the capitalist enemies of labor on the  
political field and organize a Labor Party  
based on the trade unions.

President E isenh ow er  ( l e f t )  poses with  B rit ish  Prim e  
Minister  Macmillan during their recent conference in Bermuda.  
A fterw ard  they  reported basic a g reem en t  on international  
a ffa irs .  T he U .S .  governm ent i s  now a ttack ing  the  British arm s  
budget cut which w as  announced shortly a f te r  M acm illan’s  
return.

.. .The Cut in British Arms
(Continued from pa g e  1)  

cepted by the raiiway union lead 

ers. The eng ineer ing  - industry  

em ployers  were  forced to of fer  

increases.  D esp ite  the  partial n a 

ture  o f  the w a g e  victory, one fact  

has em erged c lear ly:  the  British  

w orkers  are determined to f ig h t  

a g a in st  any a t tem p t  to cut their  

real w ages .

This  m ilitancy  on the economic  

butt le front  is paralle led by a 

sw in g  to the le f t  on the political  

f io n t .  W orking-c lass  opposition  

to the invasion o f  E g y p t  w a s  so 

s tro n g  th a t  i t  forced the r ight-  

w in g  leadership o f  the Labor P a r 

ty  to reverse  its  support  of  

E d en ’s Suez  policy and to come  

out a g a in s t  the  war. T he  m ost  

m ilitant  labor dem onstration in 

two decades took place in T ra 

fa lg a r  Square. This radicaliza-  

tion o f  the  Labor P a r t y ’s ranks  

has strengthened  the posit ion of 

Aneurin  Bevan and weakened  

th a t  o f  the o fficia l head o f  the  

party ,  H ugh Gaitskell .

Large  increases  in the Labor  

P arty  vote  in local by-e lect ions  

s ince  the Suez debacle has fur- 

tner encouraged the ranks o f  la 

bor who are now f ig h t in g  mad 

•about the  Gaitskell  leadersh ip’s  

t imorous conduct in Parliament.

FIG HT O VER H-BOM B

In the pas t  weeks a new  m ove
m ent has  com e b u rs t in g  out of  
the ranks w ith  such power that  
i t  has rudely shoved the Gaitskell  
leadership aga in  to the l e f t  and 
has v e r y  considerably  enhanced  
the posit ion o f  the le ft-w ing ,  
grouped about Bevan. This  is the  
m ovem ent for  ca ll ing  o f f  the H- 
Bomb te s t  scheduled by the Brit 
ish m ilitar is ts  n e x t  month in the  
Pacific .  O pposing further  atomic  
explos ions  both as w ar-m onger-  
ing  and as  increasing  the danger  
of  radioactive po ison ing  o f  the  
w orld’s population, the British  
m a sses  ha v e  overpowered the o f 
ficia l  Labor P a r t y  bureaucracy  
on th is  issue. A f te r  dogged re 
s istance ,  Gaitskell  w a s  forced to 
concede to m a ss  pressure  and put

A N E U R I N  B E V A N

the L P  on record for  a postpone
m ent o f  the scheduled hydrogen  
explosion. While th is  doesn’t go  
all the w a y  with the opponents,  
who w ant an unequivocal cancel 
lation o f  the explosion, the April  
4 Christian ’ .Science Monitor  
character izes  i t  as “the b ig g e s t  
blew  to his [G a itske ll ’s]  author 
i ty  since he took over leadership  
from C lem en t  R. A tt le e .”

T hus as the power and wealth  
o f  the British cap ita lis ts  is  in 
the decline, th e  ascendancy o f  
the Brit ish working c lass  is fore 
told by i t s  economic m ilitancy  
and political radicaliza-tion.

Militant Forum Will 
Hear Helen Sobell

Helen Sobell,  w ife  o f  the  
sc ien t is t  in Alcatraz ,  Morton  
Sobell,  who w as  fram ed up on 
cha r g es  o f  “conspiracy to  
com m it esp io na g e” and se n 
tenced to prison for  30 years., 
will be the  principal speaker  
at a m eeting,  Sunday April  
14 a t  7:30 P.M., o f  the Mil i 
tant  Labor Forum at 110 
U n iv ers ity  PL, N e w  York  
C ity .  The m eet in g  will  be 
chaired by B ert  Deck, chair 
m an o f  the Am erican Youth  
for  Socialism, and will  include  
a speech by M yra Tanner  
W eiss ,  M ilitant s t a f f  writer.  
A  film will  be show n on the  
history  o f  the Sobell  case .  All 
proceeds o f  the  m eet ing  will  
be contributed to the  C om m it
t e e  to  Secure  Just ice  for  
Morton Sobell.

Soviet Student’s Letter 
Reveals Mass Ferment

[F o llow ing  are ex tracts  from  

a le t ter  written  by ia Soviet  

student,  which appeared in the  

February issue  o f  Forum, an  

A ustr ian  monthly.  The English  

translation is by Helmut W. Bon-  

heim and is reprinted from the  

April 6 Nation.  —  Ed.]

M oscow . . . Novem ber 30, 1056 
is a m em orable  day for us R us
sian students;  som e say ,  a h is 
toric day. A f te r  P rofessor  B. E. 
Syrojetschkow iteh’s  required lec
ture on M arxism -Leninism  [in 
L om onossow U nivers ity ,  M os
cow] there fo llowed the usual  
discussion, during which a s tu 
dent . . . posed a question of  
decis ive  importance, perhaps the  
question which wil l  determine  
the destiny o f  our form  o f  M arx
ism : How w as  i t  possible  for  a 
general  str ike to occur in a  So 
c ia l ist ic  s ta te — to sp ea k  plainly,  
in the H ungarian Peop le ’s D e 
mocracy— since a general  str ike  
a g a in s t  a  w orkers’ and peasan ts’ 
governm ent w a s  im poss ib le?

S T U D E N T S  U S E  L E N I N

P ro fesso r  iSyrojetschkowiteh  
v  as only  able to g iv e  a s  an ah:  
sw er  w h a t  w e  could read in our 
daily newspapers.  F or  a d iscus
sion a t  the un iversi ty  level this  
w a s  too little. He began to speak  
about the terror o f  H orthy-fas-  
c istic  o ff icers  and divers ion ist  
W estern  im perial is ts ,  but his  
words Were drowned in the pro
t e s t s  o f  the students,  wdio proved  
to him with  a f lood of Lenin quo
tat ions  th a t  he bad not  a ttem p ted  
to answ er  the actual q u e s t io n . . . .  
The discussion became noisy  and 
confused and the professor  pre
ferred to w i t h d r a w . . . .

On the fo l low in g  day the notice  
boards o f  the K om som ol organi
zat ion  o f  the L om onossow  U n i 
v e rs ity  c a r r i e  d hand-written  
sh ee ts  dem anding an hon es t  re 
port and a  frank  discussion o f  
the s ituation in  H ungary .  B y  lec
ture time, the notices had been  
removed, but their  contents  
spread th a t  m orning  from mouth  
to mouth.

A t  midday fresh  notices W'ere 
posted announcing a m eet in g  of  
the K om som ol a t  which the  
“ sh a m efu l” events  o f  the pre
v ious day were  to be discussed.  
The m eet in g  took place in the  
O strowskij  Clubroom and w as  
opened by  Linkow', the secretary  
c f  the Komsomol Organization.  
H is f ir s t  rem ark necessarily  
acted as a provocation to m ost  of  
those  present:  he declared that  
i t  w a s  the K om som ol’s  duty to 
avoid in the fu tu re  “such e x c e s s 
es as had degraded the academic  
h al ls” the day before.  The result  
was only that  a n e w  “ e x ce ss” 
im m ediate ly  developed. In a 
quickly im provised vote,  “The  
H ungarian  Question in the  L ight  
of M arx ism -L en in ism ” w a s  de
clared the only item on the a g e n 
da and thus the control o f  the  
discussion w a s  w rested  from  the  
officers .  The very  f i r s t  speaker  
spoke of an “over-bureaucratized  
s y s t e m ” which had estranged  i t 
s e l f  from the m a sses  and w as  
therefore  try in g  to m ainta in  i t 
s e l f  with the m ethods o f  the re 
cen tly  unm asked Beria.

N O T  O N L Y  IN  H U N G A R Y

T h is  referred to H ungary,  but  
the com parison w ith  the S o v ie t  
Union w a s  obvious and w a s  even

. . .  . spoken of openly: i f  tho con
clusions reached (by the T w en 
tieth  P arty  C ongress are not  fo l 
lowed up, m u st  w e not expect  a 
s im ilar  developm ent here and 
will not our workers rise one day  
under the b a n n e r  of Lenin  
a g a in st  tho se  who have  developed  
into  the ir  bourgeois,  .bureaucratic  
ex p lo iter s?  When L inkow  o b 
jected to these  “a nti-party  s e n t i 
m e n ts” and tried to g e t  the floor  
from  the speaker ,  he encountered  
such vehem en t  opposition am ong  
the students,  that  he l e f t  the hall  
to g e th er  with his associates .  B ut  
the d iscussion continued and even  
involved several  ac t iv ists  o f  the  
Komsomol.  . . .

On December 3 the adm inis 
tration actually  expe lled  140 s tu 
dents (because o f  “ch u l ig a n s tw o ” 
[row dyism ] and a t  the sam e time  
announced that  the lectures on 
M arxism -Leninism  would be s u s 
pended until  a f te r  the N ew  
Y e a r ’s holidays.

•It w a s  the  f i r s t  t im e in the  
his to ry  o f  the M oscow university  
that the adm inistration found i t 
s e l f  forced to suspend lectures  
because  the teach ing  s t a f f  w a s  
not equal to dea l in g  w ith  qu es 
t ions which m ig h t  arise  in the  
discussions.  T he  stu dent  body 
recognized in th is  a v ictory which  
they  had bullied out o f  the K om 
somol.  Contrary to the  ex p ecta 
t ions  of the K om som ol se cre ta 
r ies,  who counted on an ebbing  
of excitem ent,  the discussion in

the clubs and s tu dent  quarters  
c o n t in u e d . . . .

D IS C U S S IO N S  S P R E A D

T he s ig n if ica n ce  which the  
K om som ol attr ibuted  to the d is 
cuss ions  a t  the un iversity  had  
the  in terest ing  resu lt  th a t  s im -  
m ilar  d iscussions broke out  in 
other p laces too. In the middle  
o f  December, the  K omsomol ac 
t iv it ie s  o f  the M oscow a r m y  d is 
trict Were forced to  convene in  
order to  deal  w ith  s im ilar  de
ve lopm ents  in th e  g arr ison .  W e  
in M oscow a lso  heard o f  occur-  
l e n c e s  a t  the L eningrad  U n i-  
vers it ie s .  . . . L ively  d iscussions  
are a lso in p rogress  a t  the  un i
vers it ie s  in K i e v ,  K harkov,  
Sverdlovsk, .Novosibirsk and even  
in central A s ia ,  iii Taschkent.

A MOVE FROM BELOW’

A lm o st  the w hole  o f  the S o 
v ie t  youth  has  been se ized  by the  
w a v e  o f  discussions .  This  is  un 
doubtedly one o f  the m o st  in ter 
e s t in g  polit ical m ov em en ts  to 
have em erged  s i n c e  S ta l in ’s  
death. .S ignif icantly  e n o u g  h, 
however, it  w a s  n o t  sta r ted  b y  
the men in power, n o t  “from  
above ,” but sp o nta n eo u s ly  and  
from  w ith in  the  'Socialistic camp  
i tse lf .  Probably  th e  so lution  to 
th is  m ovem en t  wil l  a lso  have  to  
be found within  the  Socialist ic  
camp, a  solution which those  
above can advance but can hard-  
lv  hinder. . . .

W orld Events
3-M ON TH  B U S  BOYCOTT in

J ohannesburg ,  S o u t h  Afr ica ,  
ended in a  v ic tory  for  the N e 
gro  people on April 1. T he  boy 
co tt  began Jan. 7 a g a in s t  a fare  
increase from  f iv e  to s ix  cents.  
Small though the increase was,  
the w a g e s  o f  N eg ro  workers are  
so pitiably low th a t  th e  increase  
would represent  an economic  
hardship. U nder  South African  
apartheid law s,  N e g r o es  cannot  
l ive  in Johannesburg  where they  
work b u t  m ust  live in J im  Crow 
locations outside the c ity .  50,000 
N e g r o es  walked rather  than ride 
the buses. 14,000 were  arrested  
in the  course o f  the  str ike  m ainly  
on charges  o f  try in g  to sleep  
overn ight  in Johannesburg  to 
avoid the ten-m ile  w a lk  home to 
Jim -Crow A lexandra  township .  
S ett lem en t  included a  fa c e - sa v 
in g  device for  the bus company  
and the  governm ent:  fa res  were  
off ic ia l ly  to rem ain a t  s ix  cents  
but riders could buy t ick ets  for  
f iv e  cents .

* * *

A W E E K  O F  F IG H T IN G  the  
police and arm y has ended in 
'Santiago, the capita l  o f  Chile. 
It  began w ith  students pro te s t 
in g  a b u s  fa re  increase  in the  
inf la t ion-wracked country. P o 
lice brutality ,  including the  k il l 
in g  o f  a 23-year  old girl  s tu 
dent brought on a general  str ike  
o f  s tudents  and the  outpouring  
of w orkers  a g a in s t  the police  
and bus company. Martial law  
w a s  declared. Casualt ies  were  18 
dead, 500 wounded, 1,000 ar
rested. The r ig h t  to freedom  of  
the press w a s  another casualty .  
E ig h teen ,  including tw o  leaders  
o f  a  central labor union have  
been exiled to the rem ote  interior  
of  the  country. On April  8 the

gov ern m en t  lowered 'bus fa r es  
back down to the old rate.

S Y R IA N  W O M E N , probably  
the m o st  advanced in the  A rab  
world, have  w on new  r ig h ts  as  a 
resu lt  o f  the im press ive  w a y  they  
rallied to the an t i - im peria l is t  
m ovem en t  during the recent Suez  
crisis.  A t  th a t  t im e  they  w ere  a l 
lowed into som e branches o f  the  
armed serv ices  and form ed mili 
tia units . I t  is expected  th a t  the  
S yr ian  Parl iam en t  now  wil l  en 
act an equal r ig h ts  bill. W o m en ’s 
r igh ts  lead ers  predict th a t  the a l 
ready disappearing  veil  will  com 
p le te ly  vanish  in the country  
within another  ten years .  U nder  
the labor code w om en fac to ry  
workers are  supposed to receive  
equal pay for  equal work. T hough  
unable  a s  y e t  to run for  o ffice ,  
Syrian wom en w ith  an e lem en ta 
ry education do vote.

M ID E A S T  is fu l l  o f  rumors  
about political palace revolutions  
to br ing  Jordan and Syria  out  
o f  a lliance with  E g y p t  to a pro- 
U .S .  line. F u e l  fo r  such coup  
d’e ta ts  is the  $200 mill ion in 
economic “a id” with  which E is 
enhow er’s special envoy, Jam es  
P. Richards, is n o w  tour ing  Mid- 
e a st  capita ls .  T hough rumored  
tem pted ,  Jordan’s Prem ier  N a l-  
b u si  h a s  apparently  f e l t  the pres 
sure o f  the 'Arab anti- im peria l 
i s t  m asses ,  fo r  on April  6 he  de
clared: “I f  for  $100 m ill ion  Mr. 
Richards asked m e to s ig n  a 
brief  s ta te m en t  th a t  w e  a g ree  to 
f i g h t  com m unism , I would sa y  to  
him , ‘No, no, no, I  f ig h t  for  m y 
se lf ,  no t  fo r  him. I shall  never be 
a serv a nt  to  h im .’ ”

Where Howard Fast Goes Astray on Stalinism —
By Murry Weiss

Howard F ast ,  the internation
a l ly  known novelis t  who an
nounced h is  decis ion to resign  
from  the Com m unist  P arty  of  
th e  U.S.,  Feb. 1, explained this  
a c t  in an artic le  in the March 
i s su e  o f  M ain stream . He de
nounced Stalin ism  as “the most  
incredible  sw indle  o f  modern  
t im e s ” and indicted Khrushchev  
and Co. “not on ly  for their ac 
quiescence  in  the crim es o f  S t a 
lin, but for  their  continuing rec
ord o f  intolerance and dogm atic  
bossism  since  the  exposure  o f  
th e se  crim es.” H e declared that  
so c ia lis ts  m ust  take  their  stand  
on the  s ide  o f  the  Soviet people  
a g a in s t  the  Soviet  bureaucracy  
and he reiterated his opposition  
t o  capitalism  and im perialism .

In  our opinion one of the main  
w e a k n esse s  o f  F ast 's  position is 
the superfic ia l ity  o f  his exp lana 
tion o f  the rise of Stalinism . He  
i s  on the r igh t  road when he says  
th a t  “within the Sov ie t  Union an 
increasing  contradiction between  
C om m unist P arty  leadership and  
practice  and evo lv ing  soc ia l is t  
soc iety  e x is ts ;  and in good time  
th is  contradiction will  become in
tolerable  to the Soviet  people .” 
B u t  he loses  the road again  when  
he tries to explain how the “ lead 
ersh ip” of the Com m unist  Party  
o f  the Soviet  Union became an ob
stac le  to soc ia lis t  progress  that  
will  have  to be overthrown by  
the Sov ie t  people.

F a s t  says:  “I have come to be 
l leve  that  within the very struc 

ture and historical  developm ent  
of  the Com m unist  P arties ,  a s  we  
know them in recent years,  there  
is an a lm ost  incurable  antithes is  
to the soc ia lis t  dem ocracy which  
they  name as  their ult im ate  
g oa l .” (M y em phas is  —  M.W.)

T h e  substance  of F a s t ’s trea t 
m ent of this  point is that  a 
“tragic  contradiction” ex is t s  be
tw een  the s t r u g g le  a g a in s t  cap
i ta l i s t  oppression and the kind of  
party  th a t  is n ecessary  for  w a g 
in g  such a s tru g g le  on the one 
hand, and the goal  o f  soc ia list  
freedom  on the other. W h a t  he  
overlooks is th a t  the  Com m unist  
parties ,  “ as w e know them in re 
cent  yea rs ,” are the product of  
decades o f  S ta l in ist  degeneration  
land demoralization . T hey  are not  
parties  that  were  educated and  
shaped as organs o f  revolution-  
arj s tru g g le  of the w orking  class  
o f  their  respective  countries . On 
the contrary, since the  r ise  o f  
S ta lin ism  in the S o v ie t  Union,  
the Com m unist  parties  ha v e  been 
sy s tem a tica l ly  transform ed into  
bureaucratized and pliant instru 
m ents  o f  Stalinism .

T h a t  is the reason w h y  the  
Ccm m unist  parties ,  desp ite  all 
the  revolutionary-m inded w ork 
ers who adhere to them, have  
long  ceased to s tru g g le  for  the  
overthrow of capita lism  in their  
own countries . T h e y  have aban
doned the L eninist  policy o f  c lass  
s tr u g g le  and gone  over to a S ta l 
inist  brand o f  social reformism.  
All th is  in order to serve  the in 
te re s ts  o f  the  conservative  and 
priv ileged  Sov ie t  bureaucratic

ca s te  th a t  long  ago  turned its  
back on the  international soc ia l 
ist  revolution as the w a y  out of  
the d iff icu lt ie s  bese tt ing  an iso 
lated workers s tate .

Therefore,  w e  are compelled  
to se e k  the cause fo r  the tr a n s 
form ation  o f  the Com m unist  par
t ie s  in the rise o f  S ta lin ism  to  
power. 'If w e try  to discover the  
cause o f  S ta lin ism  in the struc 
ture o f  the bureaucratized shells  
e f  w h a t  used to 'be revolutionary  
parties ,  we will be looking fo r  
the cause o f  a phenomenon in one 
c f  the resu lts  th a t  th is  phenom 
enon h a s  brought about.

M A IN ST R E A M  E DITOR S

The editors o f  M ainstream , in 
their  reply  to F a s t ’s decis ion to  
quit the Com m unist  P arty ,  coun
terpose  to the position F a s t  takes  
on the need for  a revolutionary  
rem oval of  the Soviet  bureaucra
cy, the notion th a t  th is  bureau
cracy has i t s e l f  em barked on 
a program of reform, and they  
c ite  Isaac  D eutsch er  as being fa r  
more pat ien t  with  these  e f fo r ts  
than  F ast .  Deutscher, w ho ds in 
troduced as  “surely  no fr iend  of  
the  presen t  Soviet  leadersh ip ,” 
is quoted as d isp lay ing  a deep  
appreciation  o f  these  reform s  
and at the sam e tim e, unlike  
F a st ,  understand ing  the “decis ive  
objective  fac tor  which se ts  l im 
i ts  to ega li tar ian ism  and demo  
cratic  reform .”

D eutsch er’s thes is  in a nutshell  
is as fo llows:

Sta lin ism  arose because o f  the  
objective  h istorical c ircum stances

confronted by  the  y o u n g  Soviet  
State .  Russia  em erged  from the  
October 1917 Revolution with  a 
backw ard , large ly  agrarian econ
omy. I t  w as  surrounded by a 
hostile  cap ita l is t  world. The so-  
c ’a l is t  revolution fa i led  to m a te 
r ia l ize  in the W estern world. 
Thus the Bolshevik  party  had to 
transform  i t se l f  into a brutal  
'Stalinist d ictatorship a n d  by 
using  the whip on the  Russian  
people it  raised the industrial  
level o f  the country to i t s  pres
ent he ight .  H a v in g  accomplished  
th is  progress ive  task  the bureau
cratic d ictatorship found i t se l f  in 
a contradiction; i t s  m ethod of  
rule w a s  now outmoded, the ad
vanced econom y now required 
and perm itted  a certain degree  
o f  dem ocratization  and the e lim i
nation o f  the w o rst  inequalities .  
W hereupon th is  m ateria l fac t  re 
corded i t se l f  in the consc ious
n e ss  of  the bureaucracy and, de
sp ite  a certain am ount o f  friction  
and scu ff l in g ,  a  program  o f  re 
form  w a s  introduced which will  
lead in the end to the estab l ish 
m ent of soc ia list  democracy.

W O R K E R S T R U E  RO LE  

T he  d ist in gu ish ing  character 
ist ic  o f  th is  mode o f  th o u g h t  is 
the  absence o f  any  conception  
w h atever  o f  the  revolutionary  
m ission  and capac it ie s  o f  the  
w orking  c lass .  T he  bureaucracy  
is endowed with qualit ies  o f  h is 
toric s ta te sm a n sh ip ;  from the  
■bureaucracy all th in g s  —  good  
and evil  —  em anate .  T he  w ork
ing  c lass  according to  these

theorizers,  i s  but the  raw h is 
torical m ateria l out o f  which the  
bureaucracy shapes  destiny.

N o th in g  could be further  from  
the  historic truth. I t  w a s  the  
revolutionary  Russian w orking  
c la s s  which led a ll  the oppressed  
in overthrowing  the centuries-  
old rule o f  the landlords and cap
i ta l is ts .  In a disp lay o f  revolu
t ionary  capacity  and energy  that  
shook the w hole  world, i t  cre 
ated a new, democratic oi’gan  of 
w orkers’ power— the 'Soviets.

T he .bureaucracy arose  from  
the objective conditions con
fronted by  the y oun g  Sov ie t  
s ta te .  In  th is  observation the  
D eutschers  are m ere ly  repeating  
a banal truism. All political ph e 
nom ena ar ise  from “ objective  
conditions.” The question  is: 
w h a t  contradictory e lem en ts  in 
the objective conditions did the  
bureaucracy represent and w h a t  
did the opposition to th e  bureau
cracy rep resent?

TW O E N D S
Leon T rotsky  took up this  

question  in  a p a s sa g e  in his  
hook, The Revolution Betrayed.  
He remarked, “The more honest  
or open-eyed of the ‘fr iends,’ [o f  
the Soviet  bureaucracy] a t  least  
when speak ing  te te -a - te te ,  con
cede that  there is a sp ot  on the  
Soviet  sun. B ut  substi tu ting  a 
fa ta l is t ic  fo r  a dialectic  analysis ,  
they  console them se lves  with the  
thou ght  th a t  ‘a certain’ bureau
cratic degeneration in the g iven  
historical conditions w a s  h istor 
ically inevitable.  E ven  so! The

res is tance  to th is  degeneration  
also h a s  not fa llen from the sky.  
A n ecess i ty  has  two ends: the  
reactionary a n d  progressive.  
H isto ry  tea ch es  th a t  persons and 
parties  which drag a t  the op
pos ite  ends o f  a necess i ty  turn 
out in the long run on opposite  
sides of the barricades.”

B y em ploy in g  D eutscher’s soph 
is tr ies  the editors o f  Mainstream  
close  the ir  ey es  to the fa c t  that  
the Sta l in ist  bureaucracy con
quered power in the Soviet. Union  
hy w a g in g  a veritable  civil war  
to  destroy  w orkers’ democracy.  
B efore  Sta lin  w as  in the posi 
t ion to  commit h is  hideous  
crimes,  the  bureaucracy had to  
throttle  the proletarian left  op 
posit ion  w ithin  th e  Bolshevik  
party.

T he  c r u c i a l  s tru g g le  w as  
w a g e d  in the U S S R  over a num
ber o f  y ea rs  and then continued  
abroad for  decades. In the course  
c f  the  s tru g g le  the T rotsky ist  
l e f t  opposition elaborated a com
prehensive theoretical ana lysis  of  
the soc io log ica l  causes  fo r  S ta l 
inism and of the theoretical  and 
political fa l lac ies  o f  Stalinism .  
A fte r  an extended experience the  
opposition arrived a t  the  conclu
sion th a t  only a political revo lu 
tion o f  the Sov ie t  w orking  class  
could open the road fo r  a new  
g ig a n t ic  advance o f  the 'Soviet  
Union and th a t  such a revolution  
would be  a m ig h ty  link in the  
chain o f  the  world  so c ia l is t  
strugg le .  T he  opposition de 
fended every  step  o f  the w a y  the  
r igh ts  and in terests  o f  the w ork

in g  c lass.  F or  th is  i t  w a s  sub
jected  to the m o st  sa v a g e  perse 
cutions and its  program  w as  
countered with a b lanket o f  fa l 
s if ication  and slander.

Is i t  possible  today to trace  the 
degeneration  o f  the  Sov ie t  s ta te  
and the  rise o f  S ta lin ism  w ithou t  
e xam in ing ,  on i ts  m er its ,  the  
a na ly s is  o f  the T ro tsk y is t  oppo
sition ? To avoid such an ex a m i 
nation i s  to  defy  th e  m o st  e l e 
m entary  procedure involved in 
an honest,  not to speak o f  a 
M arxist ,  invest iga t ion  o f  h istoric  
rea lity .

It is  v e r y  e a sy  to  sa y  that

T rotky ism  is  a  “ dead i s su e ” and 
thus d ism iss  with  an air o f  w is 
dom the  actual  record o f  the  
s tr u g g le  b e tw e en  the revo lution 
a ry  and S ta l in i s t  w in g s  o f  the  
Sov ie t  Com m unist  party . But, i f  
theoretica l  c la r ity  is  to  be  
achieved, noth ing  sh ort  o f  a com 
p le te  accounting  o f  the  or ig ins  
o f  S ta l in ism  will  su ff ice .  In th is  
respect  F ast ,  a s  well  a s  the ed 
i tors  o f  M ainstream , have  the  
task  o f  undertak ing  such an in 
v est ig a t io n  and su b m itt in g  their  
f in d in g s  to  the radical workers.

(Second o f  a ser ies)


