COMMUNIST DISSENSION

The full - extent of the demoraI-
1zatmn and dlssensmn in- the Com-

munist. party. in.-this country has
been ‘brought to the surface by Wil-

llam -Z. Fostér, - the -party's chair-
man. Mr, Foster ‘has written an
artlcle in whxch he: attempts to. jus-
tify his own leadershlp this _past
decade Ih the process _he reveals
that many Commumsts -are con-
fused, - disillusioned and dlsen-_
chanted to the extent, Mr. Foster
charges, that his_opponents in’ the
'Ieaderslnp are even ready to discard
the concept of Ma.rxlsm-Lemmsm. |

Tt is an’ ‘empirical - law . of ' Com-
munist party hlStOI‘y that- ‘Whenever
the party line is changed there ‘must
he a ‘sacrificial victim among .the
I,.Ieadership Mr. Foster. who- ousted
Earl Browder. somewhat more than
a: de?de agé’f would seem to be the

-“.3‘1—

Ehe New YJork imes
Published: October 4, 1956
Copyright © The New York Times



;chosen vnctip now in wew of hls
;;'status ag g mmonty of ‘one in the
;natfonal comnnttee. Altemahvely,
‘However; ‘Mr, Foster may hope thdt
;'he Will be the victor. and ‘oust ‘his
.;opponents Possxbly he is encouraged
in such hopes by recent news of the
\warm words of praise Pravda has.
cast in his: dlrecnon S
L But ne1t111ar Mr., Fosters accusa-,
:tlons . against - "nghtlsts” .and
f_“hqmdatwmsm ” nor his opponérts’
effort to create:the facade.that the
Communist.party -has now- becomé.
a truly- Amerlcan ‘party 'are- likely
to-save the day. Both ‘Mr." Foster.
j-'and his-. opponents ha,ve together
-been guﬂty of slavish’ subservzence
to. the ‘Soviet Union' and of - childish
frmsunderstandmg of ‘American’real-
ities. Intellectually the Commumst
‘party ig bankrupt. {Its record makes
it 1mpossxb1e that' it- should. ever
agam command the support of any
significant - group of Americans or
play a serioug role in.the dynamlc
‘development of our society,
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