
Towards the Party Convention’ 

By Eugene Dennis 

It is appropriate that our outlook 
for the convention be discussed in 
relation to the two urgent questions 
which have occupied us at this na- 
tion conference—the national elec- 
tions and the Marxist press. 
Our objectives in the elections have 

been well stated: to make a maxi- 
mum contribution towards clarifying 
the major issues, to promote labor- 
Negro-farmer cooperation and al- 
liances, and to help defeat the most 
reactionary enemies of the labor 
movement and the Negro people— 
the most rabid opponents of the na- 
tional welfare and peace. 

It is true that only five weeks re- 
main until the November elections. 
As our deliberations have indicated, 
although the time is short our efforts, 
mass activity and initiative can have 
a modest, yet a positive bearing on 
the final phase of the election cam- 
paign. 

Moreover, irrespective of the out- 
come of the elections itself, we can 
facilitate, now and after the elections, 
improved relations between the Left 
and other sectors of the labor move- 
ment. We can help advance the 
common action of labor and its al- 
lies for the big struggles that will 
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unfold after November, thereby pro- 
moting the trend towards an anti- 
monopoly coalition. 
Our discussion on the Marxist 

press grows out of the pressing situa- 
tion that has arisen and that threat- 
ens the very existence of the Marxist 
daily newspapers in our country. 
Our great concern to preserve these 
publications does not stem solely 
from our deep attachment to them. 

For these papers have been, and 
most become even more, a most pow- 
erful instrument for voicing the 
needs and interests of the working 
class, the Negro people, and their 
democratic allies—a mightier and a 
more popular tribune for peace, de- 
mocracy and Socialism. 

As we make the fight of our lives 
for putting these papers on a solid 
financial foundation, increasing their 
circulation, and broadening their 
base and appeal, we must be in- 
creasingly conscious ef the fact that 
these papers are key weapons in the 
battle of ideas, a battle in which 

their sharpest edge must be directed 
against the policies and the ideas of 
monopoly. 
While the Marxist press cannot 

even begin to compete in size, news 
coverage, and special features with 
the giant corporate press combines 

that « 

more 
battle 
therin 
ence V 
on ou. 

paper: 
reader 
in ow 

munis 

Wh 

tions 

will | 
tional 
comir 

As 
electic 
open 

This 
place 
the 1 
natiot 

ress. 
Wi 

are f 
econc 
Mass 
offer 
attac] 
for ¢ 
boun 
And 
the | 
gress 

peop 
warc 
tion 

perit 
Ame 

Tl 



nnot 
news 
with 
bines 

TOWARDS THE PARTY CONVENTION 47 

that cover our country, they can 
more than hold their own in this 
battle of ideas. Our success in fur- 
thering the goals set by this confer- 
ence will in no small degree depend 
on our ability, and the ability of the 
papers themselves, to imbue their 
readers with the utmost confidence 
in our cause and in our basic Com- 
munist ideology. 
What we de on these two ques 

tions before and after the elections 
will leave its imprint on our na- 
tional convention and the course of 
coming events. 

* * * 

As we all know, at the end of the 
election campaign we will officially 
open our pre-convention discussion. 
This discussion period will take 
place at a time of new advances in 
the world-wide struggle for peace, 
national liberation, and social prog- 
ress. 
Within the country, the prospects 

are for a considerable sharpening of 
economic and political struggles. 
Masses of people are in a mood to 
offer more effective resistance to the 
attacks of monopoly. The struggle 
for desegregation and civil rights is 
bound soon to enter a new phase. 
And regardless of the complexion of 
the new Administration and Con- 
gress, tens of millions of working 
peeple are determined to press for- 
ward to realize now some of the elec- 
tion promises for peace and pros- 
perity, for a “new era” and a “new 
America.” 
This—in a nutshell—will be the 

atmosphere in which our pre-con- 
vention discussion opens. It is bound 
to be vigorous and, at times, ex- 
tremely sharp, with many clashing 
ideas and estimates. For we are in 
the process of collectively assessing 
the perilous period of cold war and 
witchhunts from which we are be- 
ginning to emerge, and during 
which reaction took such a heavy 
toll. 
Our task is doubly complex be- 

cause we are not merely examining 
the past, rectifying our previous er- 
rors, and beginning to overcome our 
relative isolation. We are doing all 
this at the same time as we enter a 
period of great change; a period 
which is prompting us, as well as 
the Marxists of all countries, to re- 
view our work and policies, and to 
develop further the theory of Marx- 
ism-Leninism to meet changing con- 
ditions and the challenge of new 
developments. 
How well is our Party prepared to 

face this most challenging period in 
its history? Is our Party capable of 
coming through this crucial test in a 
way that will enable it to more ef- 
fectively discharge its responsibilities 
to the working class and people of 
our country? 
My own answer to these questions 

is an unequivocal: YES. Starting 
with the approach to the April 
plenum of our National Committee, 
we have begun a critical review of 
the past, and a searching considera- 
tion of the problems ahead. With the 
active participation of our member- 



48 

ship we are engaging in an extensive 
debate and democratic exchange of 
opinions, which are already begin- 
ning to effect positive changes in 
our policies, thinking, and methods 
of work. We have also weighed the 
lessons of the 20th Congress of the 
CPSU. Some of the main conclu- 
sions drawn from this past period of 
collective probing, and from the ini- 
tial steps forward that have been 
taken, are embodied in the Draft 
Resolution adopted by the over- 
whelming majority of the National 
Committee as a basis for the pre- 
convention discussion. 

In my judgment this Draft Reso- 
lution is basically correct. It provides 
a sound political direction for our 
Party. 
What are the central propositions 

upon which this judgment is based? 
Stated in capsule form these include: 

1) The Resolution makes a sound 
estimate of the new and important 
changes that have taken place, and 
are taking place, in the world—par- 
ticularly the historic significance of 
the emergence of Socialism as a 
world system, the consequent disin- 
tegration of the old colonial empires 
and the new trends towards work- 
ing-class unity—changes which open 
new perspectives of peaceful co-ex- 
istence, national freedom and social 
progress. 

Yet, as the Resolution points out, 
the dominant world trend towards 
peaceful co-existence does not ad- 
vance spontaneously. As the events 
around the Suez affair graphically 
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demonstrate, while imperialism cop- 
tinues to try to impose its will by 
armed force, the threat of force and 
violence and other pressure, the new 
relationships of forces in the world 
are such that war is no longer 
inevitable. At the same time, these 
events also underscore that the road 
to peace continues to be the road of 
struggle and requires the constant 
vigilance, intervention, and solidar-{ , 
ity of the peoples, not the least, of 
the American people. 

2) The Resolution correctly esti- 
mates some of the new and favorable 
developments in our country: the] j 
growth of popular sentiment for 
peaceful negotiations between the 
East and West; the broadening 
movement for civil rights and for the 
restoration of the Bill of Rights: the 
forward steps of organized labor to 
achieve effective unity, security and] } 
greater participation in the politica 
life of the country. 
The Resolution takes special note 

of the enormous significance for the 
welfare and future of our country 
of the rising Negro liberation move- 
ment in the South and the growing 
nationwide struggle for civil rights. 
It recognizes that the struggle w 
win full equality for the Negro peo 
ple in the South and to achieve the 
organization of the South on the firm 
foundation of Negro and _ white 
unity constitute the Number One 
democratic task for our country. 
This is a central struggle to uphold 
the Constitution and to expand de 
mocracy in America. 
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3) While noting certain favor- 
able developments in our country, 
the Resolution does not minimize 

the difficulties ahead. It points out 
that the monopolists have grown big- 
ger and their grip on the govern- 
ment has increased since the advent 
of the Cadillac Cabinet. It empha- 
izes that the main enemy of the 
American people, as well as the main 
danger to world peace, are the vested 
corporate interests, the predatory 
monopolies. 
There can be no doubt that in the 

immediate period ahead American 
monopoly capital will make every 
effort to intensify its exploitation of 
the home market, to step up its of- 
fensive against the living standards, 
rights, and organizations of the 
working people—including the 
NAACP, the trade unions, and our 

Party. 
But the Resolution also stresses 

that wider sections of the labor mov- 
ement and its allies are moving in the 
direction of greater cooperation and 
concerted action to resist the offen- 
sive of the trusts. It emphasizes that 
the path to a “New America” lies 
through curbing and_ eventually 
breaking the power of the monopo- 
lies. 
This is why the Resolution places 

in a new way the necessity and the 
new possibilities for the develop- 

‘| ment of a people’s anti-monopoly 
coalition and a corresponding polit- 

‘| ical realignment. It places this ob- 
jective, culminating in the election 
of a government based en such a 

labor-farmer-Negro alliance, as the 
strategic task before the American 
working class and its allies in the 
period ahead. 

4) The Resolution strongly re-af- 
firms, and in a number of respects 
develops further, the position of our 
Party in advocating and striving for 
the transition to Socialism by 
democratic and constitutional means. 
We first raised this perspective for 
the future in the late ’40s—even as 
the dangers of the cold war and re- 
action were growing sharper. Now, 
however, with the new elements in 
the world situation, the possibilities 
of a peaceful, constitutional transi- 
tion become clearer. 

As the Resolution points out, the 
establishment of an anti-monopoly 
alliance and government led by the 
working class would make possible 
the realization of the immediate pro- 
gram of labor and the popular forces. 
But, more than this, it could also 
open the door to further democratic 
and social advance. It could pave the 
way to fundamental social changes, 
including the transition to Socialism, 
under conditions where the people 
could move forward by constitu- 
tional means. 

5) Of exceptional and far-reaching 
importance are the _ conclusions 
drawn in Section IV of the Resolu- 
tion dealing with the Party. Taking 
into account not only the lessons of 
our past errors and weaknesses, but, 
above all, the profound changes in 
the new world period in which we 
are now living, the Resolution pro- 
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poses changes in our structure and 
methods of work, in strengthening 
inner-Party democracy, and in how 
we apply our science. It goes further 
than we were able to last April, go- 
ing deeper into the sources of our 
recent errors and of our long-stand- 
ing Left-sectarianism. 

In the light of this re-examination 
and the important changes pro- 
posed, we stress the basic concept 
of our Party as an American work- 
ing-class organization—democratic, 
unified, militant—based on the prin- 
ciples of Scientific Socialism, on our 
scientific application of Marxism- 
Leninism to the conditions of our 
country. 

While pointing towards the future 
and our endeavor to help create the 
conditions for the emergence of a 
broad, mass party of Socialism in 
our country, based on Marxist prin- 

ciples, the Resolution stresses the 
historic role of our Party, pride in 
its past achievements, and confidence 
in its ability to overcome its weak- 
nesses and past errors. It expresses 
the determination that our Party can 
effect the necessary changes and can 
be built and strengthened so that it 
will be in a position to measure up 
to its great responsibilities. 

> oe 

In stressing the most significant 
features of the Draft Resolution, I 
do not wish to imply that the Reso- 
lution is a model of perfection or is 
devoid of serious shortcomings— 
some of which we noted in the cov- 
ering letter to our membership. This 
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is particularly true in respect to thefi 
inadequate analysis of some of the 

vanguard role. There are also 
number of ambiguous or faulty for-i 
mulations in the Draft which cer-§unity t 

some of which will have to be probed 
and discussed over a much longer 
period than what remains until the 
convention. 

Nonetheless, it is my belief that 
the main political line of the Resolu- 
tion is sound. Its shortcomings will 
be corrected and it will be strength. 
ened in the course of the discussion 

The 
that th 

and in the final action of the con- fi 
vention. 

* * * 

the short time at my disposal, let me 
touch briefly on some of these view- 
points. 
Some say the Resolution is a 

“compromise.” By that they do 
pur th 

lar formulation. They mean that the }¥ 
document conciliates contradictory 
trends and major differences—and 
resolves nothing. But this is not so. 
The Resolution points in a definite 
and basically correct direction. In 
the course of the debates, many ques Thi 



to thefions were studied, many differences 
of thefesolved. Obviously, certain view- 

‘oblemspoints and proposals were rejected, 
ent, thepnd various shadings of opinion and 
ris conemphasis are still held by individual 
is¢ ourgomrades. Various differences which 
also afpose in the deliberations—especially 
Ity forshince none of you have had an oppor- 
ch cer-funity to read the forthcoming article 
| whichiby Comrade Foster in which he ex 
to dis-plains his “no” vote—are being re 

borted by the National Committee 
oes notfo the state organizations and will 
estions,pe dealt with extensively in forth 
probed foming articles. But the fact remains 
longer fhat on all central questions the 

itil the Resolution represents the political 
position and collective thinking of 
¢ majority of the National Com- 
ttee. 

The charge has also been made 
t the Resolution departs from the 

ence of Marxism-Leninism. But 
objective examination of the 

iesolution shows that this charge is 
ithout foundation. Like the Marx- 
-Leninists of other lands, we have 

let mefaken into account the profound 
¢ view-Khanges in the world situation which 

quire a further development of 
pur theory and the modification of 

ey dofertain theoretical propositions. 
Secondly, we re-affirm that it is 

hat thefve American Communists who 
dictory fuust interpret and apply the theory 
s—and hf Marxism in accord with the con- 
not so.flitions of our country and the ex- 
Jefinite Periences of the American working 
on. In 
y ques | Thirdly, we recognize that some 
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of our past errors arose from a doc- 
trinaire interpretation of certain 
Marxist-Leninist propositions, from 
attempts to apply mechanically some 
of the experiences of Marxists of 
other lands and from an unscien- 
tific approach to some of their views. 
We are convinced that this Reso- 

lution will help the Party to fight 
effectively against both dogmatism 
and the distortion or abandonment 
of Marxist-Leninist theory. It will 
aid our Party to unite the universal 
truth of Marxism with the experi- 
ences and practices of the struggles 
of the American working class and 
people. 

* * * 

Some contend that although the 
Party’s past errors were largely Left- 
sectarian, the Right danger is the 
main danger now. It is necessary to 
note that the Resolution calls upon 
the Party to vigilantly combat Right- 
opportunist tendencies which un- 
doubtedly will grow as we make the 
necessary turn. Further, the Reso- 
lution condemns and rejects liquida- 
tionism. But the Resolution does 
this within the context of recogniz- 
ing that to overcome our relative 
isolation and establish broader ties 
with the labor and people’s move- 
ments, our main struggle nationally 
must be against Left-sectarianism. 
Who can deny that we are only 

beginning to overcome our long- 
standing deeprooted sectarianism? 
Who can deny that we are only be- 
ginning to develop a flexible and 
united front policy, taking into ac- 
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count the new developments and 
trends within the merged labor 
movement and the great Negro lib- 
eration struggles? The fact is that to 
thoroughly overcome Left-sectarian- 
ism in our thinking, our habits, and 
our policies, will require a protracted 
struggle going far beyond our com- 
ing convention. 

* * *# 

On the perspective for a new 
united party of Socialism—some re- 
ject it entirely as negating the role 
of our own Party today. Others dis- 
tort this perspective and present it 
as something that can be brought 
about “in a hurry” as a substitute 
for our Party and as an escape from 
our present difficulties. Still others, 
such as Starobin, invite us to “dis- 
band,” “fade away,” and thus al- 
legedly “facilitate the emergence of 
a new party of Socialism.” 
To reject the perspective for a new 

united party of Socialism would 
weaken the possibilities of unity of 
action of all socialist-minded forces 
in the coming period, as well as our 
ability to influence in a Marxist-Len- 
inist direction existing currents of 
socialist thinking and those which 
we believe will develop in the period 
ahead, especially in the labor move- 
ment. 
On the other hand, to attempt to 

realize this perspective immediately 
would be to abort it, to create a sec- 
tarian caricature of what it should 
be, and to disperse our ranks and 
negate our vital role. 
We view the perspective of a new 

united party of Socialism as a worth§ators 
while objective, which in any casq As 
will require time and struggle tq 2 
realize. We consider that this oriep € 
tation will help strengthen the soffom it 
cialist component of the developingsecessa' 
anti-monopoly people’s coalition, andjit this 
that it will also prove fruitful fog signa 
promoting the unity of socialis 
forces in this country on a working} Som 
class, Marxist basis. Resolut 

** ¢ in the 
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our Party and the historic role it} ac 
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Our confidence has increased be}»litica 

cause at long last we are drawing} )fopos 
the profound lessons of our errorsj it wé 
over the past decade, and of some off @ ali; 
the weaknesses that have plagued us} As | 
since the earliest years of our organ-+ Party « 
ization. We realize that our recentfComm 
mistakes, as well as our losses, were} %00 at 
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: worthgactors that we can change. 
ny casq As we all know, one of the tests 

ggle tqpi a genuine Marxist party is 

's oriengwhether it can self-critically learn 

the soffiom its own mistakes and make the 
yelopingpecessary changes and corrections. 
ion, andi this respect, the Resolution makes 
tful fogs signal contribution. 

socialis ad 

vorking Some comrades think that the 
Resolution does not go far enough 
in the recommendations made for 

ion exfchanges in the form and structure 
rty andjot the Party. As you know, the 
ements {Resolution rejects as a matter of 
solutionprinciple any proposal to liquidate 
of thefour Party or to convert it into a 

ind the|ton-Marxist, non-working-class or- 
hich ityganization. 
ult and} On a different basis, it disagrees 
e strug with certain other proposals, which 

var andjdo not necessarily involve matters of 
ess thejprinciple, as for example to trans- 
ture ofform the Party into a Marxist polit- 
role it}cal action association engaging in 

undamental Marxist ideological, 
sed be-frolitical and economic activity— 

lrawing proposals which in our judgment are 
- errors] ot warranted under present politi- 
some offal alignments and conditions. 
sued us} As for the suggestion that the 
- organ-4 Party change its name, the National 

- recent] Committee makes no recommenda- 
.s, were} ion at this time. Whatever the pros 
rs. Butjand cons of the argument on such 
ive fac-{ commendations, it should be borne 
.. If wea mind that such proposals, in and 
pecially of themselves, offer no magic for- 
conse mula for coping with legal difficul- 

is befties, or for resolving the cardinal 
are the] problems of developing mass ties and 

mass movements. While this is the 
collective judgment of the National 
Committee, obviously on this, as on 
all other questions, it will be up to 
the membership and the convention 
to make the final decisions. 

* * # 

As we enter the final pre-conven- 
tion period, all of us are cognizant 
of the democratic and stimulating 
discussions that have developed in 
our ranks since our April plenum. 
We have all benefitted by the con- 
structive criticism and the many 
fruitful contributions that have been 
made by our membership. At the 
same time, we are not unmindful 
of certain negative aspects of the 
discussion; some of which were ag- 
gravated by the inadequate partici- 
pation of the National Committee 
members in the discussion. Nor can 
we close our eyes to certain anti- 
Marxist views and factional over- 
tones which have been expressed 
and need to be resolutely combatted. 
We are heartened by the fact that 

even in these past turbulent and 
searching months some headway has 
been made in a number of areas in 
breaking down old barriers, in re- 
newing or cementing new ties with 
non-Communist workers, progres- 
sives, and liberals, and in developing 
greater political and organizing 
initiative in some field of mass 
work. 
And here let me add that we 

must find special ways and means to 
guarantee that all in our ranks most 
directly responsible for effecting 
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such changes—particularly our com- 
rades in the unions and other mass 
organizations who are now prevent- 
ed from fully participating in many 
of our deliberations—shall be enabled 
to effectively register their views and 
vote in all the forthcoming conven- 
tions, county, state and national. 

At the same time, we should also 
note that a number of comrades 
seem to feel that the pre-convention 
discussion requires them to call a 
“moratorium” on mass work. They 
claim that nothing can be done until 
all internal questions of the Party 
are settled. But it is impossible to re- 
solve Party questions in the vacuum 
that results from the absence of mass 
activity. Certainly one of the biggest 
contributions that we can make to 
our discussion and convention is to 
revitalize and develop our mass work 
now. 

Other comrades have adopted a 
“watchful waiting” attitude. They 
are somewhat skeptical of whether 
our Party will be able to effect the 
necessary changes. They have de- 
cided to “wait and see” what the 
convention will do. Meanwhile they 
stand on the sidelines. We urge these 
comrades to assume their individual 
and collective responsibilities and 
help the Party to make the turn, and 
we should do everything to facili- 
tate their participation. 

As the pre-convention period 
opens, all of us should be more con- 
scious of the vital need of making 
our criticism and proposals con- 
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structive, of strengthening our ties 
of comradeship, and of reinforcing 
the unity of the Party. Let us not 
forget that Party unity is a funda- 
mental pre-requisite for enabling 
our Party to surmount objective, as 
well as internal difficulties. 
We cannot forget that our pre- 

convention discussion takes place in 
the midst of an unprecedented polit. 
ical and ideological offensive by 
monopoly capital. Especially since 
the State Department’s publication 
of the Khrushchev special report, a 
colossal effort has been underway to 
discredit Marxism, to undermine the 
confidence of progressive humanity 
in the lands of Socialism, to weaken 
proletarian internationalism, and to 
disorient and divide our party. 

While the corporate interests will 
not succeed in their main objective, 
nevertheless it is a fact that on the 
home-front their anti-Communist 
and anti-socialist campaigns have 
had a certain effect, including here 
and there in our own ranks. It must 
be admitted that certain tendencies 
have proved harmful: to underrate 
the historical liberating role of so 
cialist society, to deprecate our Par- 
ty’s role and contributions, as well 
as to carry on inner-party criticism 
completely oblivious to the external 
situation. Such tendencies have been 
used by our adversaries in their ideo 
logical attack on Marxism, on So 
cialism, and as means of impairing 
the unity of our Party. To ignore 
these facts is to do a great disservice 
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to our Party and to the American 
working class. 
The unity of our Party and its sin- 

deness of purpose is dictated by 
rasons far beyond the vital advan- 
age this brings to the Party itself. 
For Party unity is essential in order 
o help unite wider sections of labor 
ind its allies in concerted action 
wainst the common enemy—mo- 
nopoly capital. 

By Party unity we mean, of course, 
that unity which is based on our 
common ideology—the principles of 
Scientific Socialism; on our under- 
sanding of the historic role of the 
American working class and its 
Marxist vanguard; on our uncom- 
promising devotion to the struggle 
for equal rights and freedom for the 
Negro people; on our appreciation 
of the epochal achievements and 
liberating rale of the lands of So- 
dalism; on our fraternal solidarity 
with the working peoples of all 
countries. 
This does not mean that we should 

blur over important differences that 
wise within our ranks, nor limit 
debate or the right of dissent. But 
this, in turn, does not mean that 
these differences need to harden into 
crystallized trends and fixed posi- 
tions. The truth is that Party unity is 
more precious today than ever be- 
fore. 
The progress which the National 

Committee has made in the past 
three months in probing into a 
aumber of major controversial ques- 
tions and in arriving at a collective 
position which we believe to be 
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basically sound, indicates that the 
give-and-take of collective discussion 
and inquiry can bring about a com- 
mon outlook which reinforces the 
unity of the Party on a basis of prin- 
ciple. 

The initial steps forward which 
the Party is making now, prior to 
the convention, in strengthening col- 
lective leadership, expanding inner- 
party democracy, digging deeper into 
all questions, in learning from one 
another, in beginning to move for- 
ward and outwards—these should 
be our guide in consolidating Party 
unity, in establishing in our Party 

an atmosphere of creative thinking 
and constructive criticism, of persua- 
sion and mutual help, and in devel- 
oping mass activity—including now 
in the midst of our pre-convention 
discussion. 
The National Committee harbors 

no illusions. We do not minimize 
the severity of the political struggles 
and the many obstacles ahead. Nor 
do we underestimate the gravity of 
the internal situation in our Party 
and the stubborn efforts and time 
required to fully effect the many 
changes that the situation requires. 

But we believe we are on the cor- 
rect track. We know that we are on 
the threshold of big events and face 
new opportunities as well as new 
difficulties. And we are confident 
that at this juncture—which coin- 
cides with the 37th anniversary of 
the CPUSA—our Party will make 
the turn and enhance its indispensa- 
ble contributions to the American 
working class and people. 




