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| By Steve Nelson

THE QUESTION OF A united party of

I Socialism has provoked wide discus-
" sion in and out of our Party ranks.

The Draft Resolution, where this
question is again raised, will no
doubt further stimulate interest in it
in our ranks and among socialist-
minded groups.
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In the discussion so far, besides
those who support this proposal, the
following views have been expressed.

1. There are those who say that it
was a mistake to have raised this
question. They argue: There are
no major socialist currents in the
US.A. outside of the C.P. The So-
cialist Party is small and isolated,
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o] Cven more than we are. Its position
s © have no contact with the Com-

munist Party. Other Left groups are
smail and also isolated. Thus, they
say, to raise the question now only
acates doubts in our Party’s fu-
ture.

2. The editors of the Monthly
Review and New Republic urge the
immediate dissolution of the Com-
munist Party. Joseph Starobin’s
view is nearly the same.

3. There is a trend that urges the
dissolution of the Communist Party
and the setting up of a loosc social-
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ist federation made up of all groups,
agreeable to merger, though they
differ on many key questions.

There may be other trends not
noted by me, but in my judgment
cach is limited or is harmful and
ought to be rejected, though, be-
cause of this, it should not be auto-
matically excluded from further dis-
cussion and consideration.

The first view is harmful because
it does not see any need for basic
discussion of policies or for more
appropriate concepts of organization
suited to American conditions. This
view refuses to concede that there
were any serious mistakes in policy
and that there ever could have been
anything wrong with our organiza-
tional concepts. Those who take this
view tend to play down the present
discussion in the world Communist
movement and treat it as a sur-
face phenomenon. They apparently
draw the conclusion that no funda-
mental problems are to be reconsid-
ered anew. Everything in the past
is taken for granted as if everything
was answered for all time.

® See nlso: Eu.ene Dennis: *‘For a Mass Party
of Socialism,” in Polisical Aﬂarl, June. 1956.
nnd Nemmy Sparks, ‘‘Towards

of Socialism,” in the issue of July. l9)6—ﬂ
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