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An Editorial 

“HE RECENT National Convention of 

a 

N. Y., 
Century 
nts and 

foreign 

>” 

ne Communist Party was undoubt- 

dly one of the most critically impor- 

rant gatherings ever held by the 

Communist movement in this coun- 
try. Paradoxically, this convention— 
held at a time when the Communist 
Party is weaker organizationally than 
it has been in many years—received 
infinitely more spotlighting and pub- 
Lcity throughout the country than al- 
most any of its conventions in his- 
wry. Such publicity is not accorded 
by the politically-competent capital- 
ist press of our country to a move- 
ment that no longer has any impact 
upon the scene. 
The challenge that faced this Con- 

vention was, in a new form, the same 
general one that has been met by 
the Party at other critical moments 
in the past—the challenge of re- 
sponding to major changes in con- 
ditions, 

The founding convention of the 
ommunist Party met in 1919 un- 

dr the influence of such tremendous 
tents as the first socialist revolu- 
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tion, the end of the first World War, 
and the failure of the socialists in 
Germany. The founding of the 
Workers Party in December, 1921, 
unified the various Communist 
groups and marked the Party’s 
emerging out of the worst infantile 
sectarianism and the state of illegal- 
ity brought about by the Palmer 
raids. 
The Seventh Convention of the 

Party in June, 1930, following the de- 
fection of the Trotskyite-Cannon 
group and the Right-opportunist 
group led by Jay Lovestone, took 
place at a time when the economic 
crash had already unmasked the 
false theories of the “new capital- 
ism,” “permanent prosperity,” etc., 
and had demonstrated the Party’s 
ability to give leadership to the 
masses as exemplified in the historic 
March 6th demonstrations of the un- 
employed. And though the Party 
had been reduced to only 7,000 dues- 
paying members, the morale of the 
Party was high and it confidently 
faced the future, more consolidated 
ideologically than ever before in its 
history. Its subsequent growth of in- 
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fluence and numbers justified this 
confidence. 

In July 1945 the Party found it 
necessary to adjust its line to the 
realities of the situation immediately 
following World War II, correcting 
errors of revisionism put forward by 
Browder. The Party emerged from 
the situation with its organization 
and the bulk of its membership in- 
tact, with strong ties to important 
sections of the labor movement, the 
Negro people, intellectuals, and 
others. 

* * . 

The present Convention in its turn 
was faced with the necessity also 
of adjusting to a new situation, a 
situation resulting basically from the 
great changes following World War 
II. This situation has perhaps best 
been summed up in the proposition 
that the emergence of socialism as a 
world system is the chief feature of 
our present era. 

Within the country, the atmos- 
phere has likewise changed consid- 
erably from that at the height of the 
Korean War when the last Con- 
vention took place. Since then Mc- 
Carthyism reached its peak and was 
driven back by the American peo- 
ple. Geneva has raised the hopes for 
peaceful coexistence as a practical 
goal. The AFL and CIO have been 
re-united after nearly 20 years of 
chronic split, and the liberation 
struggle of the Negro people has 
taken on a new dimension. 

Yet, in contrast to the past con- 
ventions referred to, the Party this 
time found itself facing a most se- 
vere crisis. This crisis was described 

in the words of the convention reso. f°" 
lution as follows: ready t 

With It is necessary for all members of 
the Communist Party to face up soberly pousness 
to the fact that in this period thephave be 
Party suffered heavy organizationa}deeper 
losses, declined in political influencefevercon 
in many areas of work, became dan}icussion 
gerously isolated from important secliwere ¥ 
tors of the labor and people’s movefs to | 
ment, is confronted with the jeopardiz-frress_ 
ing of the Marxist press, and that in}, 
general the Party is faced with a seri 
ous crisis of a political, ideological and 
organizational nature. 
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It seems to us that the gravity of 
the crisis was occasioned largely by 
the fact that this time the Party) och or; 
was exceedingly late in coping with}. jt d; 
the changed situation. For years its Against 
most authoritative leadership had}tive situ 
been in jail or scattered, and the}errors | 
Party as a whole subjected to the}of our 
most massive and brutal attack by}*8!"8 © 
every agent of the capitalist class and 
government. 

Inevitably when the Party reas 
sembled its leadership at the begin- 
ning of 1956, not all sectors, either 
in the leadership or among the mem- 
bership, fully or immediately real- 
ized the gravity of the situation. To 
be sure there were exaggerations 
as regards some errors, and under- 
estimation of the Party’s past achieve fisted , 
ments and positive role, but in timt fmphasi 
the overwhelming majority of the fie Mai 
Party, despite its pride in its great figiven m 
contributions and many achieve § The 1 
ments, had to face up to the crisis. h the f 
The above section of the resolution Par 
adopted by overwhelming vote of the FF 
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onvention shows that the Party was 
ready to meet the situation. 

* 7 * 

Without recognition of the seri- 
lousness of the situation it would 

‘Thave been impossible to seek out its 

deeper roots and to lay the basis for 
overcoming it. In the year-long dis- 

ks to the causes, some laying the 
tress on the objective situation and 
ithe attacks against the Party, others 

‘fon the Party’s sectarian errors. The 
Hresolution of the convention summed 
it up as follows: 

Was it inevitable that the Party 
FP should become so isolated and suffer 
)} such organizational and political losses 

as it did? The answer must be NO. 
Against the background of the objec- 
tive situation and its consequences, the 
errors and long-standing weaknesses 
of our Party had a particularly dam- 
aging effect... . 

erations 

under- 
achieve- 

i In correcting such errors, the 
Resolution points out: 

In our struggle for a mass policy 
we hase ourselves on the following 
Marxist-Leninist propositions: 
a) that both Left-sectarianism and 

Right-opportunism have objective roots 
in reality—in the system under which 
we live; 
b) that the struggle must be con- 

ducted on both fronts, with the main 
mphasis against that which threatens 

Marxist line of our Party at the 
given moment. 
The most important mistakes made 

in the period under review were Left- 
ttarian in character. These Left-sec- 
ian mistakes, in the context of sharp 

attack against the Party, are the main 
reason for the unprecedented degree 
to which it was possible for Big Busi- 
ness and its political representatives 
to isolate the Party. 

To end its isolation and expand its 
mass work, the main task of the Party 
today is to overcome completely the 
influence of Left-sectarian estimates, 
policies and tactics in all fields of 
work. 

In the process of carrying out the 
main task, the Party must struggle 
against existent Right-opportunist ten- 
dencies, combatting them at all times. 
This is especially necessary in view of 
the extremely sharp turn which the 
Party is now making in many of its 
basic policies. The necessary struggle 
against Right-opportunist errors must 
be carried on in such a way as not to 
weaken the main task. 

The impact of the Khrushchev 
revelations was a major factor 
throughout the year-long discussion 
that culminated in the Convention. 
These revelations of the harmful ef- 
fects of the Stalin policies over a 
long period of time, only served to 
emphasize what was becoming ciear 
to many in the Party—the need to put 
an end to uncritical attitudes towards 
the views of Marxists of other coun- 
tries. Needless to say, the shocking 
disclosures also had—if only tempor- 
arily—-a tendency to disorient some, 
at the same time that they caused 
many to deepen their thinking. 
The heart of the Convention's 

analysis as to the causes for the 
“serious crisis of a political, ideo- 
logical and organizational nature,” 
that which constitutes the basis for 
the “new course” and without which 
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the crisis could not have been met, 

is contained in the following pas- 
sage of the resolution: 

The roots of these errors are not to 
be found in the events of the past ten 
years atone, 

The Marxist movement in our coun- 
try has suffered historically from dog- 
matic application of Marxist theory to 
the American scene. The Communist 
Party inherited these weaknesses. In- 
sufficient development of the indepen- 
dent theoretical work of the Party over 
the past decades has contributed to- 
wards our doctrinaire acceptance and 
mechanical application of many theo- 
retical propositions. 

Our Party also suffered from an 
oversimplified approach to and un- 
critical acceptance of many views of 
Marxists and Marxist parties in other 
countries. 

Bureaucratic methods of leadership, 

failure to develop inner-Party democ- 
racy and a frequent intolerant attitude 
to the people we worked with have 
been in large measure responsible for 
our inability to correct mistakes in 
time as well as for much of our sec- 
tarianism. All these factors are inter- 
related; each helped to reinforce the 

other. 

This is far from a routine or su- 
perficial analysis. A careful study 
of these conclusions and a review 

of the Party’s past experience will 
show that here are some fundamen- 
tal, new propositions. They serve to 
explain why the Party has repeatedly 
made the same mistakes and not 
corrected them in time, and at the 
same time provide the key to the suc- 
cessful outcome of the Convention 
and a substantial basis for facing the 
future with confidence. 

This new approach is already em. 

bodied in the Convention documents, 
All the major decisions of the Cop. 

vention reflect this new thinking. 
As regards the approach to theory 
this can be seen in the Preamble tp 
the Party Constitution which states: 
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The Communist Party bases its the 

ory generally on the democratic heri 
tage of mankind and particularly on 
the principles of scientific socialism 
as developed by Karl Marx, Frederick 
Engels and V. I. Lenin. These uni 
versally valid principles, the Commu 
nist Party of the U.S.A. interprets, 
applies and strives to develop further 
in accordance with the requirements 
of the American class struggle, demo- 
cratic traditions and customs. 

As regards relationship to Marx- 
ists of other countries, the resolution 
declares: 

. . » The Communist Party recog- 
nizes that over the years it held cer- 
tain wrong and oversimplified con 
cepts of what its relations should be 
to other Marxist parties. The Party 
tended to accept uncritically many 
views of Marxists in other countries. 
Not all these views were correct; some 
did not correspond to American con- 
ditions. The Party also viewed um 
critically developments in the Soviet 
Union and other Socialist countries. 
It mistakenly thought that any public 
criticism of the views or policies of 
the Marxist parties of these countries 

tional working-class solidarity or bringhf a tre; 
comfort to the enemies of peace andj; 
socialism. 

In abandoning the earlier idealis 
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tic and uncritical attitude towards 

the lands of socialism, while recog- 

nizing their historic role and achieve- 

ments, the Party has strengthened 

its ability to promote true proletar- 

ian internationalism. 

This new, creative approach and 

broader understanding of theory has 

already resulted in the elaboration 

of many policies in a new way. The 
new emphasis on peaceful coexist- 
ence as a practical possibility has 
broadened the approach to the strug- 
gle for peace. The American Road 

Fito Socialism, while put forward in 
earlier years, including the idea of 
peaceful transition, likewise takes on 
more content and reality. The Party 
sow places the struggle for an anti- 
nonopoly coalition as its main stra- 
egic aim along that path. And from 
such a coalition which could break 
he power of the traditional ene- 
nies of the American people—the 

eld cer-fmonopolies—it believes the Ameri- 

‘ed con-fcan people could advance in a con- 
ould befstitutional, democratic and peaceful 
he Partyftransition to socialism. 

y many} Addressing itself also to the prob- 
ountnies- Hem of the unification of progressive 
ect; SOME} and socialist-minded currents among 
ont com tthe American people, the Convention 
ogg iso adopted a new attitude towards 
-ountries.cial democracy, noting the differ- 
ay public ttiation within its ranks, viewing 
olicies offs supporters as potential allies in the 

countriesfzbor and anti-monopoly struggle in- 
; interna-fead of, as in the past, as bearers 
or bringief a trend which was to be organiza- 

yeace and tonally defeated and liquidated. 
Likewise it recognized the possi- 

442, pility of a number of parties of so- 
r idealitfiism existing side by side and 
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affirmed the perspective and aim of 
an eventual united Marxist party of 
socialism. 

* * 6 

To those who kept themselves 
informed of the progress of the dis- 
cussion, including the various ar- 
ticles that have been published in 
Political Affairs, and have pondered 
the sharp differences, the proposals 
for far more drastic changes, and 
on the other hand the charges of 
revisionism, it may come as a sur- 
prise that such a high degree of 
unity was reached at the Conven- 
tion. Certainly the enemies of the 
Party had engaged in considerable 
speculation on the inevitability of a 
split at the Convention. At the same 
time, within the Party, many had 
feared that the Party would be li- 
quidated in one form or another and 
its basic theoretical foundation— 
Marxism - Leninism — abandoned, 
while others despaired of the ca- 
pacity of the Party to break with its 
old sectarian policies and practices 
and chart a new course in line with 
the needs of the present situation. 
Some have drawn the conclusion 

that there was no real unity achieved 
but instead a compromise of prin- 
ciple. We do not believe this is borne 
out by the facts. If argument and 
debate does not have the purpose 
of reaching agreement through ar- 
riving at a more correct and accept- 
able view than that held previously 
by each proponent, then what would 
be the use of conventions and collec- 
tive discussions altogether? Thus, 
basing themselves on the main line 
of the Draft Resolution, the Con- 
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vention strengthened the Resolution, 
rounding out certain propositions 
which had tended towards one-sid- 
edness. The new draft constituuon 
was also adopted with only minor 
changes. 
On the much-discussed question of 

name and form, the Convention took 
the following position: 

This convention goes on record te 
affirm the continuation of the Com- 
munist Party of the U.S.A. Our chief 
task is to strengthen, rebuild and con- 
solidate the Communist Party and 
overcome its isolation. 

This convention opposes the trans- 
formation of the Party into a political 
or educational association. 

Although we oppose endless debate 
on this question, this should not close 
the door to all constructive explora- 
tion and discussion of the subject as 
may be organized by the incoming Na- 
tional Committee. 
We recognize that some ideas have 

been brought forward in this discus- 
sion that are revisionist in character. 
However, it would be wrong to label 
all proposals for change in name and 
form as revisionist per se. 

These actions do not represent 
compromise, but instead principled 
agreement. 

Not the least among the reasons 
for the high degree of unity was the 
conscious desire of the delegates to 
unite the Party and avoid the dangers 
of a split or of continuing factional- 
ism. But the factors that made the 
unity possible were: first, the new 
approach to theory which loosened 
the rigidity with which the member- 
ship had been trained to regard theo- 
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retical and political questions; sec. 
ond, the opportunity in the cours 
of the discussion to test ideas agains 

the events actually transpiring in the 
world; and third, the growing demo- 
cratization of the Party which had 
already been under way in the course 
of the whole discussion withou 
waiting for its practices to be for. 
malized in the new constitution a 
the convention. 

Thus, the lengthy discussion had)" : 
been the most democratic in the for fre 
Party’s history and the Convention" 
in which it culminated was likewise gle fo 
the most democratic ever held by e 
the Party. It was the democratic, es 
character of the convention that. on 
made the biggest impression upon the =e 
non-Communist observers who ?_ 
while having reservations and mixec)” y 
opinions on other aspects, bore wit: vei 
ness publicly to its democracy. pan 
The early announcement that the 

constitution would formalize the 
right of dissent likewise played 4 
major role in encouraging the mem 
bership to examine all question 
boldly, free from a dogmatic or doc- 
trinaire approach, testing their opin 
ions in life and recognizing the pos 
sibility of honest differences on ques d 
tions within a united Party. The 2 I 
new Constitution confirmed andy 4” 
guaranteed the advances in inner 
Party democracy. This was furthe 
demonstrated in the direct repre ork 
sentation in the national leadershif,..j ih 
given to the State organization. ff 1. , 

The Convention, by its very naj. 
ture and the issues that had to be dey 
bated and settled in a short fo 
days, was unable to give adequate 
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tention to a proposed program of 

5; SE tion or to the tasks in connection 

Cours vith saving the Marxist press, es- 

+ ars bpecially the Daily Worker and the 

in de Worker. Nevertheless the various 

by ‘resolutions and documents adopted 
- had y the Convention add up to a gen- 

eral program of struggle. This is 

Irue regarding the general line to- 

be fe iwards an anti-monopoly coalition, 

ON ah he resolution in support of the his- 

loric struggle of the Negro people 

ar had sc freedom and equality, and the 
woe the} solution in support of labor’s strug- 

oigle for improved economic condi- 
1d bye toss: 

ie'c “YS That these struggles are growing 
cha” dimensions needs no extended 
on hat emonstration. The struggle in the 
ipon the South is taking on new features as 

he white supremacists more and 
more find their legal resources ex- 
hausted, and move in the direction 
of increasing violence. In regard to 
his question the Convention in nu- 
nerous ways dramatized its empha- 

layed a on the task of winning full citi- 
he mem penship for the Negro people in the 
{uesHonscouth as the Nation’s Number One 
> OF CO Memocratic Task. A new and broad 
cir OpiNEatilabor offensive is shaping up in 
the Pore and national legislation and 
on qu Rie demonstration of 10,000 workers 
ty. *Piom all over the state at Indianapo- 
ied. ani, shows that labor, even if beiat- 
n innerrdly, is beginning to mobilize. The 
$ furthef nt farmers’ strike in the New 
ot repreqYork milk-shed has again drama- 
padershig ized the chronic depressed situation 
On. fei the farmers. The events of Aca- 
very “kemic Freedom Week show a new 
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stirring among the students. 
The decisions of the Convention, 

when mastered by the leadership and 
membership of the Party, should 
equip them to give support to these 
and kindred struggles in a new way, 
that will ultimately result in the 
overcoming of the Party’s isolation 
from the basic organizations of la- 
bor and the people. The struggle 
against right-to-work laws, the issues 
arising from the Senate labor investi- 
gations, the struggle in the South 
and the fight for civil rights legisla- 
tion, are all fields where the Party 
can doubtless play a constructive, 
vanguard role. 
Many questions brought up in the 

course of the discussion, of course, 
remained unresolved. Some of the 
theoretical questions will undoubt- 
edly receive further study in prepara- 
tion for the Party program that is to 
be worked out in the coming year. 
Others will, of course, be the subject 
of continued examination in theory 
and practice by the organizations of 
the Party. But it seems clear that 
the Party has taken a decisive step 
forward in grappling with the new 
situation and has taken the correct 
road towards re-establishing its posi- 
tion as an American Marxist work- 
ing -class party dedicated to socialism 
and re-establishing its ties with the 
labor and people’s movement. In this 
as in its entire work, we believe 
the Convention has made a contribu- 
tion to the American working class 
and people. 
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