Canada

_Maoists Assault Trotskyist Leader

(The following report is taken from
the March 15 issue of the Toronto
revolutionary-socialist biweekly La-
bor Challenge.]

* * *

On Wednesday, Feb. 24, Dick Fid-
ler, a leading member of the League
for Socialist Action [the Canadian
Trotskyist organization], was attacked
and beaten by three supporters of the
Canadian Party of Labor, a small
Maoist grouping.

Fidler came upon the three about
midnight pasting CPL posters on the
League for Socialist Action headquar-
ters in Toronto, and asked them if
they had permission to do so. Their
response was to attack him and beat
him until diverted by the approach of
a passing taxicab driver. Fidler was
severely bruised.

The Toronto LSA has distributed
the following statement to CPL mem-
bers and the local radical press.

"We, in the League for Socialist Ac-
tion protest this attack. In our view
it is an attack on and threat to the
whole left.

"Such attacks make it easier for the
authorities to divide the left and to
attack it. They lend justification to
charges that those on the left are the
source of violence in this society. They

can open up the left as a whole to
attack by these authorities— them-
selves the promoters and perpetrators
of violence in Canada today.

"There are a number of groups with-
in the radical movement which hold
widely varying views. Are the differ-
ences between these groups to be set-
tled by physical violence until the
group with the strongest members
wins out? Using physical violence to
this end is an old discredited Stalinist
tactic and we must make sure that it
does not return to plague the left.

"We, in the League for Socialist Ac-
tion, have important political differ-
ences with the Canadian Party of La-
bor. We are ready at any time to dis-
cuss these differences openly and dem-
ocratically with CPL.

"We believe that democratic relations
between the different left groups are
essential to the development of the
left as a whole. Do the members of
CPL have such a lack of confidence
in their political ideas that they must
attack their opponents on the left phys-
ically rather than participating indem-
ocratic debate with them?

"The Canadian Party of Labor must
publicly apologize for this attack and
commit itself to cease the use of physi-
cal violence against its opponents on
the left." d



