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"The emancipation of women is a
question of great importance. Women
make up half of the world population
and no great social change can be
completed without their participation.
To win emancipation, the oppressed
women of the world, together with the
rest of the oppressed people, have
fought long and heroically, advancing
wave upon wave in countless moving
deeds that propelled the continued
advance of society. Today the struggle
against imperialism, colonialism and
hegemoniem, waged by the people of the
world, particularly those of the third
vorld countries, tg developing vigor-
ously. Cowntries want independence,
nations want liberation and the people
want revolution - this has become an
irresistible historical trend. In this
great struggle, the broad masses of
women are becoming increasingly

____awakened, the women's movement is

developing in depth and women have be-
eome a great dynamie revolutionary for-
ee...In every country women form a
part of the whole nation and people.
Their fate is imvariably linked with
that of the whole nation and people.
Their emancipation, therefore, is an
inseparable part of the etruggle of
the whole nation and people. FRight
nows imperialism, colonialism and neo-
colonialism are still earrying out
aggression and plunder; particularly
the two superpovers are practising
hegemonism and power polities every-
where, and are contending for spheres
of influenece, seriously eneroaching
upon and menacing the sovereignty,
independence and basic rights of the
people of many countries. All this
also endangers the existence and
security of the broad masses of women
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and children in these countries. Under
these circumstances, women cannot win
emancipation without taking part in

the main struggle against imperialism,
colonialism and neo-colonialism,
particularly against hegemonism of

the two superpowers...Clearly, the
primary task at present in the struggle
for women's emancipation is to fight
imperialism, colonialiem and particu-
larly hegemonism of the two superpowvers.
Only when this struggle is carried out
successfully, while giving due atten=
tion to and solving the special demands
and problems of women, can the cause,
for women's emancipation be pushed
ahead steadily." (from Speech by Head
of Chinese Delegation Li Su-wen at
Intermational Women's Year World
Conference in Peking Review, July 4,
1975).

As Li Su-wen pointed out at the
International Women's Year World
Conference of the United Nations, the
struggle of the world's women against
their oppression, imperialism,
colonialism and neo-colonialism and
especially against superpower hegemon-
ism has become a dynamic revolutionary
force. In the Third World, women are
playing heroic roles in the revolu-
tionary struggle. Women of socialist
countries have taken giant strides
toward transforming the centuries of
oppression and exploitation. x

The rise of the women's movement is
part of the overall spontaneous struggle
against monopoly capital. In the U.S.
the limitations of the women's move-
ment are those of the spontaneous
movement in general. What is needed
is to transform the spontaneous resis-
tance to imperialism into a class
conscious movement with a Marxist-
Leninist party at its head.

eeeeseeee L.INITIAL PRINCIPLES eeececcocee

IA. PARTY BUILDING AND THE WOMAN

a—_—UESTION

Forging the vanguard communist party
is the central task - the key link in
the revolution in the U.S. at this
time. In thé present period, political
line is key and theory is decisive for
moving this task forward.
tution of a genuine Marxist-Leninist
party to guide the masses in proletar-
ian revolution demands the mobilization
of women in practice, through the
development of a correct political line
on the Woman Question.

The reconsti-

In opposition to Marxism-Leninism,
the revisionist leadership of the
CPUSA, in the 1940s, advanced the
line that women had been integrated
into industrial life and the general
working class movement; that there was
no need for separate women's organi-
sations since the economic basis
for this had been eliminated; and
that there were no problems of women
that weren't those of the proletariat
in general. In short, they liquidated
the Woman Question.

While in the past few years there
has been a revival in the United States
of the celebration of International

> &)

Women's Day, opportunism has remained
the commandina factor on this question.
Unfortunately, International Women's
Day has been left as a day to merely
"celebrate women's role in the
struggle" or "to bring women into the
system" or to express the "right to
freely define family and community

as we choose."

International Women's Day should be
an occasion to advance a Marxist-
Leninist position on the Woman Question
and to develop a powerful women's
movement, based on a clear and precise
theoretical basis, to attract the
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masses of women to fight against
imperialism, for peace and socialism.

The women's movement in the U.S.
has developed spontaneously without
conscious communist leadership, For
this reason, it remains dominated by
bourgeois ideoloay. The main responsi-
bility for the present bourgeois charac-
ter of the women's movement lies not
with its spontaneous development, but
with the lack of initiative by commun-
ists to advance clear proletarian
leadership. Marxist-Leninists have
failed to crush bourgeois ideology in
the women's movement for two main
reasons:

1) many communist groups are, them-
selves, permeated with bourgeois
ideology on the Woman Question; and
2) as a result, these same groups
have failed to apply Marxism-Leninism
to the concrete conditions of the
masses of women.

The present vacillation on the Woman
Question, of failing to take up this
etruggle, develop theoretical elarity
and political line adeauate to the
needs of the revolution, amounts to an
opportunist stand.

It is impossible to crush all forms
of opportunism on the Woman Question
without putting forward a proletarian
line. The main responsibility for
this lies with the most advanced
elements of the revolution - the
existing communist organizations. It
will not arise spontaneously from the
women's movement itself. There must
be a scientific analysis of women
under imperialism based on the objective
conditions of women's position in
society, the experience of the inter-
national women's movement and ‘the
international experience of the prole-
tariat.

The basis of women's oppression in
class society givees the women's move-
ment an inherently revolutionary
character,

These DRAFT THESES ON THE WOMAN
QUESTION are offered as an initial
step forward by the MLOC in helping to
develop ideological, political and
organizational clarity on the Woman
Question. It is the objective of the
MLOC to promote discussion and
struggle toward clarity on the Woman
Question through the publication of
these DRAFT THESES. Through such dis-
cussion and struggle a granite theore-
tical foundation for a correct politi-
cal Tine on the Woman Question will be
laid, and a step taken toward the de-
velopment of a party program. As the

MLOC struaales to develop a correct
idenloaical, political and oraaniza-
tional line on the Woman Question, we
welcome all comments, additions and
criticism to these DRAFT THESES.

The mobilization of the masses of
women is of deeigive necessity in
moving forward the revolution.

IB. FEATURES OF THE WOMAN OUESTION
e S e s i S e S

1) The complete emancipation of women
is an integral part of the struggle of
the working class, and is part of the
immediate and long term tasks of the
proletariat. The great struggle for
the emancipation of women is an inte-
gral part of the revolution and of the
building of socialism.

2) The emancipation of women is a
condition without which there will be
no thorough development and advancement
toward real freedom and democracy. The
socialist revolution creates the
economic, political and social basis
for the liberation of women which will
require the continuation of the ideolo-
gical campaign against erroneous ideas
inherited from thé past. A deepening
of the ideological revolution, the
struggle to uproot any kind of rem-
nants, any customs and practices

which violate the rights and position
of all working women will be carried
out in order to ensure the development
of socialism.

New socialist relations will bring
about great transformations in society
as a whole and in the inner feelings
and ideas of all people. The process
of changing social relations and
ideas to fully conform to the new
socialist material base will be a deep
going and bitter battle against the
vestiges of bourgeois ideology. The
struggle for women's complete emanci-
pation has its particular aspects which
are an integral part of this struggle
against bourgeois interest. As half of
the population, the epecifie content of
women 's emancipation cannot be separ-
ated from the gemeral tasks of social-
i8t transformation.

3) The emancipation of women contri-
butes to the solution of the particular
economic, political and social pro-
blems of socialist revolution. The
comp lete emancipation of women, as an

important problem of the party and of

the masses, is a necessity for socialism

and -communism.

IC. THE PRESENTATION OF THE.QUESTION
L DR SN T e r AR

1) The correct Marxist-Leninist analy-
sis of the Woman Question must begin
with a revolutionary class stand, the
stand of the working class, and must
follow the line of the masses, the
proletarian revolution, and the inter-
e§ts of w?rk1ng women . 1
2) The viewpoint of a Marxist-Leninist
analysis of the Woman Question is
materialist. We must begin with a
profound, all-round analysis of the
situation on the basis of the lessons
of Marxism-Leninism. This analysis
must take in the ‘concrete economic,
political and social conditions of
women in the U.S. A4s proletarians,
women are exploited and oppressed by
the capitalist mode of production. In
addition, most women are exploited and
oppressed as domestic slaves. Women
of oppressed natione and national
minorities are subjeet to a third
exploitation and oppression, due to
the vicious lawe of imperialism.
3) Our method of investigation is
dialectical and historical materialism,
requiring that all things be considered
in their rise, growth and development.
This means studying a question histori-
cally, in its connection with other
questions, and with concrete histori-
cal experience which will present the
question as a whole, Dialectics, in
essence, is the unity of opposites in
their interconnection and their
existence as a whole. The contra-
dictions of any unity of opposites are
only resolved through struggle. As a
deep-going social problem, the con-
tradictions of women's oppression will
only be resolved through class struggle.
Communist leadership unites the
elass struggle on all fronts, theoreti-
eal, political and economic, to trans-
form questions of reform into questions
of revolution by linking them with the
ultimate goal of soeialist revolution.
Throughout this historical process,
the struggle for the emancipation of

- women will play a decisive role. On

all fronts, theoretical, political
and economic, this struagle must be
carried out in a total way, eliminat-
ing the remnants of slave, feudal and
capitalist ideology and practice.
Anything short of this will allow for
the continued existence of bourgeois
interest and would mean a setback for
the revolution.

IXL. BASIC THEORETICAL & HISTORICAL POINTS

IIA. TWO FORMS OF SOCIAL PRODUCTION

We start with the Marxist theory
that there are two forms of social
production basic to life: The produc-
tion of life and the production of
life's material requirements. (Engels,
ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY, PRIVATE PROPERTY
AND THE STATE, Preface, p. 6). The
importance of this in taking up the
Woman Question is with regard to
women's specific role. In addition
to conmodity production outside the
home for the capitalist, there is the
production of the commodity labor-
power, inside the home, also for the
capitalist. This responsibility falls

solely on the woman in the bearing of
children, and usually on the woman in
the maintenance of the laborer and

laborers to be.
production in the sense that every work-
ing class child born and raised, every
meal bought and ‘prepared, every article
of clothing washed and mended, is only
possible by the effort of the working
class in total, even while these
particular acts take place within an
individual family unit. No human

It is socially necessary

being is a self-made, self-maintaining
individual; each one's existence is
dependent on the products of the labor
of others. "The price of labor-power
will be determined by the cost of
production, by the labor-time necessary
for production of this commodity,
labor-power." (Epgels, INTRODUCTION TO
WAGE-LABOR AND -CAPITAL, p. 6) The

labor of the woman in the home to main-
tain and reproduce the laborer and
future laborers is a service to the
capitalist, unless we say that this
particular form of labor is exempt

from the laws of Marxist politiecal
economy. It is only by revisinag Marxism-
Leninism that it is possible to say that
women's labor in the home is unpaid.

The fact is that the wages of the laborer
include the cost of his maintenance and
reproduction which necessarily includes
that person who maintains and reproduces
the commodity labor-power itself.

Marx equates pay with subsistence,
demonstrating how both the wage form un-
der capitalism and the doling out of
subsistence under the various forms of
slavery, directly conceals important as-
pects of the worker's exploitation. With
the rise of capitalism, the supremacy of
the male based on private property was
transformed to meet the needs of bour-

geois society. The woman's subsistence,
for her domestic slavery in the home, is
included in the wages of the man under
capitalism, and is doled out to meet the
needs of the production and maintenance
of labor-power.

This holds true only for women of the
proletariat, as proletarians are the only
class which exists primarily for the pro-
duction of the commodity labor-power,
which is consumed in the capitalist pro-
duction of other commodities. Bourgeois
families do not produce children destined
to work as proletarians, and the petty-
bourgeoisie only exists in this way in
so far as they are pushed into the work-
ing class.

We must reject the backward and petty-
bourgeois notion that women's work in
the home is wnpaid labor. This is to

say that this work is divorced from pro-

duction and that women are therefore,
not exploited by capitalism. The exten-
sion of this is the demand for indivi-
dual wages for women working in the

home. This is not only impossible under
capitalism, but undesirable under social-
ism. Our emphasis must be on drawing

out as revolutionary demands the creation
of public child-care, laundries, dining
facilities, the socialization of house—
hold labor, all of which must be tied to



the question of state power. As Lenin
pointed out, "These means are not new,

are restricted to private, domestic
labor. But their full participation in
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preventing women from participating in
these areas, regardless of their sub-

they (1ike all the material prerequisites social production is, in turn, dependent jective wishes.

for socialism) were created by large-
scale capitalism,; but under capitalism
they remained, first, a rarity, and

upon the abolition of private property,
the basis for the individual family.
This is because the individual family

"...the emancipation of women and
their equality with men are impossible
and must remain so as long as women are

second, and which is particularly impor- unit, under class society, is responsibleexcluded from socially productive work

tant, éither profit-making enterprises,
with all the worst features of specu-
lation, profiteering, cheating, and
fraud..." Lenin, "A Great Beginning",
CW, Vol. 29, p. 429. We must expose
demands that objectively perpetuate the
enslavement of women and prevent them
from entering socialized production,
recognizing that this will only be fully
possible under socialism.

ITA2 THE FAMILY AND CAPITALIST
PRODUCTION

"According to the materialistic con-
ception, the determining factor in
history is, in the last resort, the
production and reproduction of imme-
diate 1ife. But this itself is of

a twofold: character. On the one hand,
the production of the means of sub-

sistence, of food, clothing, and shel-

ter and the tools requisite therefore;
on the other, the production of human
beings themselves, the propagation of
the species. The social institutions
under which men of a definite histor-
ical epoch and of a definite country
live are conditioned by both kinds

of production: By the stage of de-
velopment of labour, on the one hand,
and of the family, on the other."
Engels, ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY, PRIVATE
PROPERTY, AND THE STATE, pp. 5-6,
(Moscow, 1972).

With the rise of class society the
family became greatly changed. Engels
sums up the growth of the contradic-
tions in the family up to and including
the capitalist mode of production.

“The administration of the household
lost its public character. It was no
longer the concern of society. It be- °*
came a private service. The wife be-
came the first domestic servant, pushed

out of participation in social production,

Only modern large-scale industry again
threw open to her - and only to the pro-
letarian woman at that - the avenue to
social production; but in such a way
that, when she fulfils her duties in
the private service of her family, she
remains excluded from public production
and cannot earn anything; and when she
wishes to take part in public industry
and earn her living independently, she
is not in a position to fulfil her
family duties. What applies to the
woman in the factory applies to her in
all the professions, right up to mede-
cine and law. The modern individual
family is based on the open or disguised
domestic enslavement of the woman; and
modern society is a mass composed solely
of individual families as its molecules.
...In the industrial world, however,
the specific character of the economic
oppression that weighs down the prole-
‘tariat stands out in all its sharpness
only after all the special legal privi-
leges of the capitalist class have been
set aside and the complete juridical
equality of both classes is established.
The democratic republic does not abolish
the antagonism between the two classes:
on the contrary, it provides the field
on which it is fought out. And,similar-
1y, the peculiar character of man's
domination over woman in the modern
family, and the necessity, as well as
the manner, of establishing real social
equality between the two, will be brought
‘out into full relief only when both are
completely equal before the law. It
will’ then become evident that the first
premise for the emancipation of women
is the re-introduction of the entire
female sex into public industry; and
that this again demands that the quality
possessed by the individual family of
being the economic unit of society be
ab?Iished.“ (Engels, op. cit., pp. 73-
74).

The emancipation of women requires
the abolition of the family as an
economic unit. Equality for women re-
mains an impossibility as long as they

for the reproduction and maintenance of
its members, rather than this being

the genuine responsibility of society as
a whole,

The importance of the family, through-

out the rise of modern society, and the
fundamental role it plays in social pro-
duction as a whole is generally not
understood from a Marxist position, and
even less appreciated in terms of an
analysis of the goals of socialist revo-
lution based on a concrete study of the
current conditions.

In the earlier stages of capitalism,
it would not be unusual for all family
members to work for the same capitalist,
in the same factory. This represented

and restricted to housework, which is
private. The emancipation of women
becomes possible only when women are
enabled to take part in production on
a large, social scale, and when
domestic duties require their attention
only to a minor degree. And this has
become possible only as a result of
modern large-scale industry, which not
only permits of the participation of
women in production in large numbers,
but actually calls for it and, moreover,
strives to convert private domestic
work also into a public industry."
(Engels, op. cit., p. 158).

Women suffer special exploitation
and oppression in addition to the

an increased exploitation of the working general exploitation of all workers

class as a whole, if compared with
earlier stages. For althouah the
capitalist paid more wages to a family
in absolute terms, his profit had in-
creased several-fold by the decrease in
wage per worker. From this, not only
is the husband's wage reduced, but

with the introduction of machinery it
is possible for women and children to
perform the same amount of labor as
previously performed by men at higher
wages. This is another blatant example
of how the introduction of machinery
serves not to lighten the burden of the
working class but is a tremendous lever
for its further exploitation under
capitalism.

The capitalist depressed the wages of ist class.

the entire working class by the intro-
duction of women and children into the
labor force paying wages that were a

fraction of those paid to men workers.,

Today it would be uncommon to find
husband and wife working in the same
work-place, but the same rule applies
in the total picture of capitalist
exploitation of the working class. It
is an expression of the increasing im-
poverishment -of the working class that
both the husband and wife must work
to obtain the means of subsistence of
their family. _

However, work outside the home does
not exempt the woman from her responsi-
bilities inside the home where, most
typically, she must continue to care for
the children, prepare meals, and main-
tain the house. These conditions make

it impossible for the woman to produce astion in many forms:

many of the necessities such as clothing
and more extensive food preparations in
the home, and forces the family to con-
sume more and more manufactured pro-
ducts. In this way, the increased in-
come of the family is already back in
the pocket of the capitalist.

ITA3. WOMEN, CAPITALIST PRODUCTION

AND DOMESTIC SLAVERY

Women have been oppressed for as long
as there has been class society, but
the general, social problem of women has
only been raised under capitalism.
Capitaliem, for the first time, forced
women to leave the home on a large
scale, and enter into production. Women
became wage slaves in addition to being
domestic slaves, or, women, being twice
exploited, became doubly oppressed under
capitalism. Women today are not only
the slaves of the bourgeoisie as parf
of the labor force, but also in theinr
specific role in the family.

There is a real material difference
in the exploitation and oppression of
women and the proletariat as a whole.
For, in addition to their status as
proletarians, working women are also
enslaved to household functions. The
result of this is that women are held
back in their cultural, political and
economic development not by the force
of bourgeois ideology alone. There
are also the material bonds of house-
hold and child-care responsibilities

under capitalism. Women, historically,
have had an inconsistent relationship to
the means of production, determined

by their restriction to private,
domestic labor which makes them a
component part of the reserve army of
labor. The reserve army of labor
serves to depress the overall living
standard of the proletariat by pitting
worker against worker in the struggle
for jobs. Along with this, the mass

of unemployed workers are also available
to step into expanding areas of capital-
ist production without taking workers
away from existing sectors of industry.
Jobs have only been opened up to women
when it served the needs of the capital-
For example, many women were
able to work, and in many branches of
industry, during the Civil and World
Wars. During these times, the employment
of women was important enough to capital-
ism, that fully equipped child-care
centers were set up across the country to
serve working women. Even then, the
number of child-care centers fell
short of the actual needs. Immediate-
ly following war, however, the centers
shrunk in numbers, became less and less
funded by the state, and existed to
serve bourgeois and petty bourgeois
women primarily. Capitalism has used
the reserve army of labor, the employ-
ment of women, national minorities,
and at times, even children, to depress
the wages and conditions of the working
class overall.

Women today suffer job diserimina-
1. Inadequate
numbers of child-care facilities at
costs working mothers can afford, which
also prevents women from initially seek-
ing work away from the home; 2. Inade-
quate training, or training determined
on the basis of sex role classifica-
tions, which channels women into -low-

payina, unskilled positions, of little
responsibility and with 1ittle oppor-
tunity of advancement; 3. A wage dif-
ferential between women and men work-
ers performing the same or comparable
work, etc. Intensifying all of these
is the ideoloay of male supremacy,
expressina the dominance of men over
women throughout class society and com-
pounded under capitalism. Herein is
the double oppression of women.
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IIB. WOMEN OF OPPRESSED NATIONS AND
NATIONAL MINORITIES

In addition to the special exploita-
tion and oppression of women, there are
the particular forms for women of op-

pressed nations and national minorities.

The oppression of nations under imper-
ialism, and the inability of those
nations to develop normally, gives rise
to qualitatively different conditions
for the people of those nations. Black
women of the oppressed Black Nation in
the Black Belt South, and women of
national minorities suffer the grossest
degradation of all.

In this context, the demands of
bourgeois feminists come into the most
acute contradiction with the actual

needs of the masses of women. The needs

of women of oppressed nations and na-
tional minorities are starkly different
from those put forward by petty-bour-
geois women of the oppressor nation.

As one welfare mother puts it,

"You murder me, women's liberation-
ist, every demand you make:; not be-
cause what you ask for is wrona, but
because of what vou leave out. Where
is free child-birth in your platform,
where is decent pre-natal care?

Where is nourishing food for me, so
mv child isn't born premature and re-
tarded? So he doesn't die in infan-
cy? MWhere is a decent place to live,
enough clothes, freedom from disease
and filth?...

How dare you mention freedom and talk
about 24-hour child-care centers and
free abortion on demand when we're
worryina whether our children will
live? Talking about control over our
own bodies when we don't have the
right to even keep our bodies from
~beina hunary. I want my children to
be free to live. I don't want to
turn them over to the Man's schools
so they can be brainwashed, shamed,

filled with self-hatred and disaust...

You debate the meaning of sexuality
and the merits of choosing celibacy.

I'm supposed to live in forced celiba-

cy. Catch a man staying in my house

and the kids get less money to eat on.

Catch me at home with a man, a series
of men, several men, and they'll take
the kids from me. (I don't have to
be doing anything--they assume I'm
immoral, I have to be checked on and
watched...) :

Why do you ignore us? Where are our

needs in your demands? Your movement

is a farce and a travesty to us, be-

cause you uphold the forces that make

us beqg for our existence...". From,
"A Letter From a Welfare Mother”,
WOMEN, Vol. 2, #3, pp. 50-51.

The differential in wages, job oppor-

ilizations of working women, particular-
ly of oppressed nations and national
minorities. It is estimated that as
high as one-third of all women in Puerto
Rico have been forcibly sterilized as
part of the bourgeoisie's genocidal at-
tack on this colony. The way in which
women's capacity for reproduction is
controlled and used against them under
capitalism is a product of the exploita-
tion of the working class as a whole.
The role of working class women is to
supply the commodity labor-power to cap-
italist production.

Every reform relating to women's
right to control of reproduction has a
limited and insecure existence under
capitalism. The move to make abortion
illegal again in many states, after
having only been recently won, is an
example. - The fact that abortion is not
free means that it remains a partial
reform, in that access to this "legal
right" is denied to those who cannot
afford to exercise it. At the same time,
birth control devices are a tremendous
source of profits, yet scant research
has been done concerning their safety and
long-term effects. Even if these items
were "free" and safe, they would still
remain partial democratic rights, as
their distribution would continue to be
unequal due to other forms of imperial-
ist oppression and because genuine dem-
ocracy can only come about under the
dictatorship of the proletariat, when
the majority of society controls state
power.

Under socialism, all of these can be
turned into their opposite. Birth con-
trol, for example, could be very effec-
tive in allowing women to determine
whether and when to have children, there-
by allowing them to make other conscious
decisions about their family, education,
and work. But women do not have the
ability to implement these techniques to
their advantage under capitalism.

The triple exploitation and oppres-
sion, class, national, and sexual, is
perpetuated by the bourgeois state and
in the denial of democratic rights, rang-
ing from the denial of decent pre-natal
care to the right of self-determination
for oppressed nations. Communists
recognize the material differences among
proletarian women of oppressor and op-
pressed nations, and that Marxism-Lenin-
i8m 18 the guide to wniting them in
struggle for the dictatorship of the
proletariat. There is no room for
petty-bourgeois feminism in the struggle
for complete emancipation.

1IC. MALE SUPREMACY
R

In order to understand male suprem-
acy there must be a brief history of its
historical origins. At first the

tunities, hiring practices, training
programs, etc. are again compounded for

women of oppressed nations and national
minorities.

Non-white women workers are concentra-

ted in certain major occupation agroups.
In 1973, 12.9% of non-white women were
employed as domestic workers in private
households, as compared with 2.9% of
white women. 24.4% of non-white women
were employed as clerical workers and
25.2% as service workers, exclusive of
work in private households.

One aspect of the extent of the ex-
ploitation of Black women can be seen by
looking at wages. Statistics from 1972
show that the annual median wage or
salary income for non-white women was
$5,320.00, compared with $6,131.00 for
white women, $7,548.00 for non-white men,
and $10,786.00 for white men. In 1973,
all women earned 57% of what all men
earned. The oppression of the Black
Nation in the Black Belt South and the
resulting denial of democratie rights
throughout the U.S. is reflected in
every aspect of .life.

Imperialism's brutal suppression of
the development of productive forces is
most glaringly .shown in the forced ster-

"Division of labor was a pure and
simole outgrowth of nature; it exist-
ed only between the two sexes. The
men went to war, hunted, fished, pro-
vided the raw material for food and
the tools necessary for these pur-
suits. The women-cared for the house,
and prepared food and clothing; they
cooked, weaved, and sewed. Each was
master in his or her own field of
activity; the men in the forest, the
women in the house. Each owned the
tools he or she made and used: The
men, the weapons and the hunting and
fishing tackle, the women, the house-
hold goods and utensils. The house-
hold was communistic, comprising sev-
eral, and often many, families.
Whatever was produced and used in
common was common property: The
house, the garden, the long boat..."
(p. 155). "But man did not every-
where remain in this stage". With
the domestication of animals "pas-
toral tribes separated themselves
from the general mass of the barbar-
jans: The first great social divi-

sion of labor...When...herds began to...

be converted into separate property,
exchange between individuals predom-

inated more and more, until eventually
it became the sole form. The princi-
pal article which the pastoral tribes
offered their neighbors for exchange
was cattle; cattle became the commod-
ity by which all other commodities
were appraised...in short, cattle as-
sumed the function of money....The

increase of production in all bran-
ches- cattle breeding, agriculture,
domestic handicrafts- enabled human
labour-power to produce more than

was necessary for its maintenance. At
the same time, it increased the amount
of work that daily fell to the lot of
every member of the...household com-
munity or single family. The addition
of more labour-power became desirable.
This was furnished by war; captives
were made slaves. Under the given agen-
eral historical conditions, the first
great social division of labour, by
increasing the productivity of labour,
that is, wealth, and enlarging the
field of production, necessarily car-
ried slavery in its wake. Out of the
first great social division of labour
arose the first great division of
society into two classes: Masters and
slaves, exploiters and exploited..."
pp. 156-157)"...the herds and the other
new objects of wealth brought about a
revolution in the family...The herds
were the new means of gaining a liveli-
hood and their original domestication
and subsequent tending was (the man's)
work . Hence, he owned the cattle,
and the commodities and slaves ob-
tained in exchange for them. A1l the
surplus now resulting from production
fell to the man; the woman shared in
consuming it, but she had no share

in owning it...Presuming upon his
wealth (the man) pushed forward to
first place and forced the woman into
second place...Division of labour in
the family had requlated the distribu-
tion of property between man and wife.
This.division of labour remained un-
changed, and yet it now put the former
domestic relationship topsy-turvy sim-
ply because the division of labour
outside the family had changed. The
very cause that had formerly made the
woman supreme in the house, now as-
sured supremacy in the house for the
man; the woman's housework lost its sig-
nificance compared with the man's work
in obtaining a livelihood; the latter
was everything, the former, an insig-
nificant contribution..%(p. 158).* His
achievement of actual supremacy in the
house threw down the last barrier to
man's autocracy. This autocracy was con-
firmed and perpetuated by the over-
throw of mother-right (tracing 1lin-
eage of children through the mother-
ed.), and the introduction of father-
right (tracing inheritance through

the father-ed.) and the gradual tran-
sition...to monogamy...the monogamous
family became a power in society..."
(p. 159). "The continued increase in
production and with it the increased
productivity of labour enhanced the
value of human Tabour-power. Slavery,
which had been a nascent and sporadic
factor in the preceding stage, now be-
came an essential part of the social
system. The slaves ceased to be sim-
ply assistants, but they were driven
in scores to work in the fields and
workshops. ' The division of production
into two great branches, agriculture
and handicrafts, gave rise to produc-
tion for exchange, the production of
commodities; and with it came trade,
not only in the interior and on the
tribal boundaries$ but also overseas."
(pp. 159-160) "This brings us to the
threshold of civilization. This stage
is inaugurated by further progress in

division of labour..(p. 161).
“Besides wealth in commodities and slaves,
besides money wealth, wealth in the
form of land came into being"(163)....
Now a society had come into being that by
the force of all its. economic conditions
1of existence had to split up into free-
man and slaves, Jnto exploitin
rich and exploited poor; a soc?ety
that was not only incapable of re-
conciling these antagonisms, but had
to drive them more and more to a



head (p. 165)...The form of the fam-

ily corresponding to civilisation

and under it becoming the definitely
prevailing form is monogamy, the
supremacy of the man over the woman,
and the individual family as the
economic unit of society." Enaels,

ORIGIN OF THE FAMILY, PRIVATE PRO-

PERTY AND THE STATE, p. 155-173

(Moscow, 1972)

Male supremacy is based on private
property. This economic condition gave
rise to monogamous marriage guaranteeing
that the children were of only one man.

"Thus monogamy does not by any means
make its appearance in history as the

reconciliation of man and woman, still
less as the highest form of such a
reconciliation. On the contrary,it

appears as the subjection of one sex

by the other...it is the cellular form
“of civilized society, in which we can
already study the nature of the antagon-
isms and contradictions which develop
fully in the latter." (Ibid., p. 65-66)
Throughout all class society male supre-
macy, and its institutional expression

in monogamous marriage, have existed.
"The first class antagonism which appears
in history coincides with the development

of the antagonism between man and woman
in monogamous marriage, and the first
class oppression with that of the female
sex by the male." (Ibid., p. 66)

One of the most pervasive and flaarant
examples of male supremacy is the inequal-
ity in the family, the division of house-
keeping work, or to be more precise, its
non-division, with the burden of the
household work going mainly to the wo-
man. Back from her work where she has
had to work and sweat as much as her
husband, the woman has to tidy the house,
clean, cook for the family, etc. etc.

By maintaining the inequality in the

home the husband establishes himself as

a bourgeois and converts his wife into
his proletarian. Marxism-Leninism es-
tablishes the abolition of __ﬁgg;g ———
Tabor (dongiﬁc Sla%ergjqif%%yi e setting
up of an all-round social service system
which will supply the needs of the family
on a general social basis rather than as
a private individual concern. This is a

III. Women and Revolution
e e T

A. Women's Movement

1. The basis of women's oppression and
exploitation is in class society.

This basis is in societies where the
private ownership of the means of
production by one class commands the
oppression and exploitation of the
other classes for its existence. This
basis gives the women's movement an
inherently revolutionary charater, since
it is a product of the objective condi-
tions under capitalism. As are all
contradictions, these conditions are
even further aggravated under imperial-
ism.

Those who have been most exploited
and oppressed, and subjected to the
greatest suffering, are the most
revolutionary and progressive elements
of society. On the one hand, there is
the cruel political oppression and
merciless economic exploitation of the
proletariat, while on the other hand,
there is its position in society (organi-
zed at the point of production; practi-
cing proletarian discipline as a result
of the socialization of production:
selling its labor power and producing
surplus value) which makes the prole-
tariat the most progressive and revolu-
tionary force in the world.

The double and triple oppression and
exploitation under imperialism, make
women a great revoluti force.

2. Capitalism produces in the proletariat
its own gravedigger; the only class
that by freeing itself, frees all the

necessary condition for truly bringing
women into socialized production and po-
litical life. Male supremacy will only
be defeated by the removal of ite base,
that is, private property. This can
only come about through the overthrow of
private property's highest expression,
monopoly capitalism, and the establish-
ment of socialism through the dictator-
ship of the proletariat. 7The freeing of
women from capitalist exploitation and
domestic slavery will be accomplished
through socialist revolution, in which
the liberation of women is a basic re-
quirement for the success, and a pre-
condition for the vietory of the prole-
tariat in its battle with the bourgeois-
1e.

In the course of the transformation of
society from capitalism to communism a
deep-going struggle, against all forms
of ideology from past class society will
be carried out in order to insure the
success of the revolution. New social
relationships will be developed, charac-
terized by comradely mutual help and co-

-operation, in which the break with out-

dated traditional ideas and the transfor-
mation of the outlook of every member of
society will take place.

%

IID FASCISM AND THE WOMAN QUESTION
T S S SRS R SR N T

Fascism enslaves women in order to
hold down and stifle the revolutionary
discontent of the masses. It removes
women from production and turns them
back into purely domestic slaves in
their own homes and in the homes of the
ruling class. By the force of fascist
enslavement, and the removal from in-
dustry, women, in large numbers are
driven into prostitution for their only
economic alternative. This is the case
in the U.S.S.R. today,

oppressed, and abolishes all forms of
exploitation. The emancipation of
women being an integral part of general
social emancipation, gave rise to
organized forms of struggle. Women's
organizations were formed as part of
the revolutionary movement of the
working class.

The first Socialist Women's Confer-
ence was held in Stuttgart in 1907,
marking the founding of the International
Women's Socialist Movement. This organi-
zation represented the unity of prole-
tarian women of many nations. Although
‘it was weakened with the breaking up
of the Second International, it was
reorganized after the Great October
Revolution and the founding of the Third
International. This organization was
based on Lenin's work with Clara Zetkin,
then head of the women's section of the
Third International, to mobilize “a
powerful international women's movement,
based on a clear and precise theoretical
basis, wherein to attract the masses of
women and mothers of the world to fight
against imperialism, for peace and social
ism". (Tashko, Liri, "The Struggle
Against Revisionist Tendencies in the
International Women's Movement",p.270,
PROBLEMS OF THE STRUGGLE FOR THE COMPLETE
EMANCIPATION OF WOMEN, Tirana, 1973.)

As a result of this, special sections
for work among women were set up in the
communist parties of many countries,
as well as separate organizations in-
cluding communist- and non-party members.

With World War II, the international
women's movement progressed to a higher

Fascism promises a happy home life,
but institutes brutal slavery of all mem-
bers of the toiling classes. Clara Zet-
kin pointed out,

"Working women, remember that fascism .

deprives you of the rights you have

won in bitter strugqle and denies you
the right to independent work,...(and)
wants to turn you into your husband's
servants and child-bearing machines."

Zetkin, Communist International,

March, 1938, p. 239.

Today the social-democratic ideas of
the modern revisionists are paving the
way for fascism. First, the revisionists
deny the inclusion of women in productive
work by the fact that in the present
period, society cannot fully socialize
household chores. Secondly, they advance
the notion of household work meriting
the same reward as work in production,
with the intent of further removing
women from the life of society at large.
Thirdly, the revisionists claim that the
main tasks of women are to rear children
and to take care of themselves, as they
are delicate creatures to be nurtured as
beauty objects. A1l of these ideas are
bourgeois views, and are only the theory
on paper which fascism will put into
practice.

Fascism is the internal form of im-
perialist aggression which will rise as
the ruling class prepares for a new
imperialist war. As men are taken out
of production to serve in imperialist
armies, women will then be driven into
production in industry for the expan-
sion and maintenance of the fascist war
machine. The bourgeoisie will droo the
mask of democracy in order-to clench
the iron fist of fascism, and bring about
ruthless imperialist war. The primary
task for women's emancipation.is to
link up the women's movement with the
struggle against the two superpowers, to
fight imperialism and the rise of fas-
cism. Historical experience proves that
only when women take part in the libera-
tion struggle of the oppressed nations
and people, in proletarian revolution,
can they create the socialist society
which will bring about their participa-
tion in social productive labor and their
emancipation.

stage. The necessity of uniting in the
fight against fascism led to the forming
of the organization, Women's Internation-
al Democratic Federation, on December 1,
1945.

The WIDF at its founding was based on

. a militant position. However, with the

rise of modern revisionism, today it has
been transformed into a tool of Soviet-
U.S. collaboration for world hegemony.
At the Moscow Conference of Women in

1963, the revisionist leaders of the

WIDF put forward a program calling for
the end to war through peaceful coexist-
ence and disarmament. Although delegates
opposed this view, among them the dele-
gates from the People's Republic of
.China and from the Albanian Women's
Union, the program was nonetheless
adopted.

It is clear that the WIDF has betray-
ed the interests of the masses of women
throughout the world. But the just
struggle for the emancipation of women
continues in many nations. The women of
Cambodia, Vietnam and of the national
liberation movements in Africa and Pale-
stine, have become a great revolutionary
force. A1l women of the world should
consider as shining examples these
comrades who have united with the masses
in their countries for national libera-
tion and revolution.

3. The rise of the women's movements

did not only produce revolutionary
organizations. "The birth of genuine
revolutionary movements is always accom-



panied by the appearance of bourgeois
lackeys of every hue who cling to the
movement to falsify and put it on the
wrong path". (Ibid., p.269).

Simultaneously, women's movements of
all sorts sprung up along side, guided
by bourgeois ideology, to divert the
masses of women from their real goal
of complete emancipation and equality
in all aspects of social life. The
present character of the women's
movement ig its domination by oppor-
tunism.

The main responsibility for this is
the lack of proletarian initiative on
the part of Marxist-Leninists to in-
volve themselves in the women's move-
ment and provide a clearly differenti-
ated alternmative to the existing non-
proletarian leadership. It is impossible

to effectively crush bourgeois ideology
without putting forward a proletarian
line on the question.

There are two main reasons for the
failure of Marxist-Leninists to take up
this strugale: (1)the permeation of
bouraeois ideoloav--male sunreracy--
vthich constitutes an incorrect class
stand on the Woman Cuestion;(2) the
failure to present the theorectical found-
ations of the Woman Ouestion., which are
to be found throughout the history of
Marxism-Leninism, and apply then to the
concrete conditions of vomen's position
in societv.

It is the responsibility of Marxist-
Leninists to thorouahlv develop a correct
line on the 'Woman CNuestion, to defeat
opnortunism by exnosing it and offering
a nroletarian alternative. Ve rust make
a concrete, scientific analvsis of the
obiective develonment of women's posi-
tion in societv, based on the interna-
tional exrerience of the nroletariat,
and the international exnerience of the
women's movement. This must encompass
all aspects of women's onpression,

_whicih in the hiahest stace of capitalism.

in its dyina, decavina and decadent
forms. We must understand the specific
social role of women in its historical
development, from the beainnings of
class society to the present, in order
to chanae it.

I115. THE WOMAN QUESTION IM PPACTICE
T R e ORI i WAL NS T

Homen are a great revolutionary forece
vho rust vork for their liberatson
from eapitalist eanloitation and for the
partieipation of nomen in productive
soctal labor. These are the two hasic
conditions for the political, economic
and ideclnaical emanciration of women.
The first will free all exrlonited and
oppressed members of society from the
fetters of capitalist nroduction where
their existence is entirelv determined
by the wishes and needs of the ruling

class. As the inauqural conaress of the

gngunist International stated in March,
"This conaress of the Communist
International maintains that the
success of all the tasks which it
has set itself, the final victory of
the world proletariat and the com-
nlete abolition of the capitalist
order of society can onlv he assured
by the united struagles of the men
and women of the workina class. The
dictatorshin of the proletariat can
only be realized and maintained with
the active and willina assistance of
workina women."

The second point is, as Lenin stated,

the chief task.
‘The chief task of the women's move-
ment is to fiaht for economic and
social equality, and not only formal
eauality, for women. The chief thina
is to get women to take part in
socially productive labor, to liber-
ate them from 'domestic slaverv', to
free them from their sturefyina and
humiliating subjuaation to the eternal
drudaerv of the kitchen and the
nursery”. (Lenin, "On International
Horking Women's Day“, LCW, Vol.20,
p.409, or Lenin, THE EMANCIPATION
OF WOMEN. n_80.)

IIIC. DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS

1. The strugale of workina women against
monopoly capital is a basic struggle for
demoeratie rights, which are won in the
course of the class strugale against

the bourgeoisie.

2. The fight for democratic rights
becomes part of the revolutionary strua-
gle of the proletariat when each parti-
cular demand, whether it be child care
or equal wages, is tied to the general
strugqle for the seizure of state power
and socialism. Such demands which are
not tied to the question of state power
and socialism, turn out to be reformist.
By pointing to the final aim of the
movement, we point out that there can

be no complete democracy under the rule
of the bourgeoisie, and that all demo-

cratic rights can only be achieved in

a partial, conditional form. Only.
socialism can offer genuine and complete
democratic rights, because it is
socialism which constitutes the rule

of the majority.

3. The struggle for democratic rights of
women i8 a strugale for snecial demands
for special oppression. Genuine equality
requires that special attention be paid
to special demands in order to move
toward the rectification of the long
history of inequality resulting from
class society. Such special demands must
not constitute special compensation
which results in special privile qges

for one section of the class over the
qther. Instead, programs must be
initiated that seek to place women

in full equality to men in economic

and political life, transforming the
basic relationships of women to produc
tio:w.

I1ID. POLITICAL EDUCATION, THE PARTY
AND WOMEM'S ORGANIZATION

1.Political Education and Women in the
M&b"‘"ﬂ* TR T S PRI i

The political education of women will
develon the decisive role which thev
will plax in bkringing about revolution-
ary changes. Women's lack of political
development and cultural and social
participation are a product of their
oppression and exploitation. Women must
he brought into the full force of the
revolution. The participation and lead-
ing role of women in all revolutionary
political orcanizations. and esnecially
in the party itself, will be an invigor-
atina and strenathenina factor in
givinag Marxist-Leninist leadershin to
the class strugale.

Vithin the narty there will be no
senarate oraanizations, or units which
are exclusively devoted to communist

women or made up of communist women.
"We derive our orcanizational ideas
from our ideoloaical concentions. Ve
want no separate oraanizations of
communist women! She who is a Commu-
nist belonas as a member to the Partyv,
just as he who is a Communist. Thev
have the same riahts and duties.
There can be no difference of orinion
on that score". (Lenin, ON THE EMANCI-
PATION OF WDMEN, Moscow, 1974, p.110)
At the same time communist women will
sten forward to qive leadershin to the
mass struagle of women and their oroani-
zations. .
Throughout the revolutionary oraaniza-
tions, and especiallv within the Partv,
vomen must be brouaht forward to fulfill

- positions of responsibility. It is

the dutv of the party to actively support
these comrades in their development and
in the carrvina out of their tasks in
order to quarantee the political develon-
ment of these women and the strenathening
of the work of the revolution as a whole.
Leaving these comrades without direction,
quidance, or assistance, which may lead
to their failing at their tasks, will
play into the hands of bouraeois ideo-
logv in general and male supremacy in
particular. This would lead to a disunity
in the ranks of the party and a weakening
of the aeneral staff of the proletariat.

2. MWomen's Organizations

a) Given the special forms and content
of women's oppression there must exist
special women's organizations under the
leadership of the Marxist-Leninist
party.These oraanizations must gquarantee
the political education of women so that
they may acquire the necessary awareness
and knowledge to organize the fight
against all those who bear responsibility
for their oppression and misery.

There must be particular and well
organized work applied exclusively to
women in order to obtain their-complete
emancipation. The need for separate and
special work is based on the particular
nature of the general problems of women's
oppression and exploitation. This oppres
sion has its own specific nature condi-
tioned by many factors: by the level of
economic, educational and cultural
development: by reliaion and ruling
class ideology of all kinds which exists
in the consciousness of both men and
women; and finally, it is conditioned
by the very problem that is beina tackled
at the aiven moment. :
b) The principles of women's organiza-
tions: .

1) Of primary importance is the content
of the work, its ideoloaical, political
and moral line. It must be a revolution-
ary political organization of the masses
which has as its basic aim, the unity
of the multinational proletariat in its
struggle for proletarian revolution.

The organization, its structure, and
even its name, should reflect, corre-
spond to, tackle and discuss; ?

a) the minimum and maximum aim that

the party assians to the organization:

b)the scope of the organization:

c) the moral and political situatidn

- of women;

d) the leaal and clandestine nosition

of the oraanization;

e) the existence of other organiza-

tions in the country;

f) the purpose of attractina the

~ masses of women;

a) its mass character for unitv

around the partv for makina revolution

buildina socialism and advancina to
communism;

h) social problems that concern the

masses;

i) revolutionary decisions of an

international character;

j) the unmasking of canitalist and

patriarchal opnression of the masses

of women; :

k) the interests of the women of the

world aagainst foreign and domestic

agaressors!

1) the evil features of social customs,

attackina these while encouraaina

and spreading the proaressive features

of social customs.
2)The organization must be based on a
study of the actual situation, the ob-
jective possibilities in establishina
the structure of the oraanization, forms
of oraanization used in other classes,
etc.

Without such a study, all these as-
pects and forms outlined atove (that is,
of oraanizations and work) may be left
wanting, baseless’, ineffective, and may
not be a mobilizina force. As such, the
women's organization could become secta-
rian, or lax in its militancy and thus
would remain at the tail of the bourgeoi-
sie, and eventually would be reduced to
nothing.

c) It is imperative that a separate
organization be built which is a massive
political and revolutionary organization
of women. This is so not only under
the conditions of capitalism and imperia-
lism, where women are doubly or triply
exploited and oppressed, but in socialist
society as well, where women will have
all eaual riahts with men, formallv, but
where they must be established in
practice. As Lenin said
"This strugale will be a long one,
and it demands a radical reconstruc-
tion both of social technique and of
morals. But it will end in the com-
plete triumph of communism". (Ibid.,
n.409 & 80.)



TH

With the accumulation of private
property, and a division of labor amona
primitive people, class society was
born. This division of labor has become
more intensive with the further develop-
ment of class society. In primitive
communism, women were the mainstay of
life. But under capitalism, the role of
women has been made to appear insignifi-
cant, it has been distorted, belittled,
and exploited.

In capitalist society, there is a
stark contrast between the role of
working women, and women of the bour-
geois class. While working women toil in
the home  and the factory, bourgeois
women are educated to pursue the "finer
things of life" and to be a "credit to
the head of this or that corporation",
first by having "his" children; second,
by serving on the committee of this
or that charity ball, and by making the
best dressed list or society column of
the newspapers. This role also applies

to some of the upper strata of the petty

bourgeoisie. But it is also true that.
many petty bourgeois women are, at this
time, leading the fiaht for women's
reforms.

The sexual oppression of women in
canitalist society comes out most
blatantly in the lives of working women
and women of oppressed nations and
national minorities. Women are used by
the bourgeoisie as a reserve army of
labor, to be called upon when needed by
the bourgeoisie, such as during a war.
When not needed in the workforce, women
are bombarded by the bourgeoisie with
fascist ideology regarding the glories
of home life. Women are told that all
would be fine if "our wash was soft and
fluffy and smelled 1ike Downey; that

our children need Jiffy, Hostess Twinkies ideology of the oppressor vhite nation,

Ding Dongs and Ho-Hos. Women are still
encouraged to telieve that joy consists
of coming home after a full days work
and fixing "that man of yours a hearty
meal"”. These are all aspects of a
fascist form of bourgeois ideology
which drives women out of industry and
into the home in order, to protect its
economic interests and to suppress the
growing revolutionary potential of the
masses.

The bourgeoisie also pushes its
fascist ideology upon women (and men)
that the use of certain commodities such
as cars, toothpaste, clothes, soaps,
deodorants, etc., will increase the
sexual attractiveness of the user. Only
with capitalism has sex been raised to
such a commodity, with more money spent
on sex changes and implantations, on
advertising and packaging, than for the
most vital medical needs of the masses.
Marx recoanized clearly that with
‘capitalism,

"(the worker) only feels himself

freely active in his animal functions- her, reflects the triple oppression of

eating, drinking, procreatina, or at

most in his dwelling and in dressing- an oppressed nation, and as women.The

up, etc.; and in his human funztions
he no lonaer feels himself to be
anything but an animal. What is
animal becomes human and what is
human becomes animal.

Certainly eating, drinking, pro-
creating,etc. are also genuinely

human functions. But taken abstractly,

separated from the sphere of other
human activity and turned into sole
and ultimate ends, they are animal

functions.” (Marx and Engels, COLLECT-

ED WORKS, Vol.3, p.274-5.)

What is promoted by capitalism ies not
what 18 human, labor, but the simple
animal functions which Marx described.
There ean be no more vieious indictment
of ecapitaliem than this.

In the struggle against fascism in
the 1930s, Dimitrov, leader of the
Comintern, pointed out,

"Many comrades did not believe that

so reactionary a brand of bourgeois

ideology as the ideology of fascism,
which in its stupidity freqgently
reaches the point of lunacy, was
capable of gaining a mass influence
at all. This was a great.mistake

- eexual oppression is the ideology of

Under no circumstance must we under- sents the arowing tendency on the part
rate fascism's power of ideological :of working women to link the auestion
infection". (Dimitrov, FOR THE UNITY of class, national and sexual onpression,
OF THE WORKING CLASS AGAINST FASCISM, and for women to defend themselves
Sofia Press, p.69.) against sexual abuse.
It is this form of ideological infection Tbe cases of Joann Little and Inez
which most clearly characterizes the Garcia are the excention, not the rule,
nature of sexual exploitation and in the sense that their cases rallied
oppression of women under imperialism,  massive popular support. Rape vic-
esnecially for women of oppressed nations tims are, more often than not, sure
and national minorities, and workina of beina looked upon as the one who
women in general. initiated the crime. The harsh and

To understand the depth and brutality chauvinist treatment by the state
of women's oppression, we must lTook at  apparatus (police, lawyers, courts) leads
the reality of working women today. most women not to report the assault.
Women must work full time for less money Women are intimidated into feeling
than men:; women must pay child care auilty unless they risked life and 1limb,
fees often as high as rent:; women are got knocked cold, stabbed, or in some
doubly exploited both on the job and other way show scars to pnrove that they
in the home. This is particularly true "did not invite the rape".rape is a
for women of oppressed nations and violent crime against women, aimed at
national minorities--for whom capitalist terroriazing half of society into sub-
exploitation and eppression is savaae. migsion to the rule of private property.

One vicious example of the capitalist gy, inereasing rate of rape steme from
oppression of women is rape. The bour- 7, moribund, decaying and decadent
geoisie, and bourgeois law, promote the ,,iyme of monopoly eapitalism and is a

view that women invite rape, that rape reflection of a society in which "what
is just a way for men to let off steam, animal becomes human and what is
or express their love. In court, it is human becomes animal”, as Marz stated.
the woman who is made to be the auilty Raised in ghettos and barrios,
party, not the rapist. Black' and Chicana women for manv

The fact is that women do not want, qenerations accepted the conduct and

nort]ik$ t? bg rgp$d% Rapefis 8 comments of their brothers as part of
parr1§g1a: y brutal form of women's the culture. Youna women take as growing
QPRSI0 pains the antics of beina popped with

It is no accident that in recent rubber bands, comments such as "sav
months several court cases of Black mama , what's'yo' name....nsst, say mama-

and Chicana women who were raped have sita", or the ever popular "say, sister"

come to the limelight. Black women of These exnressions of sexual opnression
the oppressed Black nation in the Black are not simly "cultural differences",

Belt and all national minority women but part of the ideology promoted b

( y the
have consistently struggled to combat S
the racist, male and national chauvinist Douraeoisie to further oppress women of

oppressed nations or minorities,

Sexual oporession does not end in
the family or on the streets, but is
widespread on the job. As the crisis of
imperialism forces more and more women
o £ o to'see@ employment in nrodugtion, and

The cases:of Joann-Littie and. Inez women in turn take up the fiaght for

b s their just democratic rights, the
Garcia are current examples. Joann Little 5 ’
while awaiting trial in a Raleigh, North sesgaTdharassment by men becomes pro-
Carolina jail, was raped like other ROUNCec,

. & Many male co-workers constantlv
women before her, by the white jailer 7 s
 AT11g008. /b datfended Haveni? ’ throw sexual and racial slurs at women,

against the attack, and killed the trﬁ :o pqtkand Squeeze.or: pinch them,
jailer, in self defense. She was brought gcercng]E ?hem ?p' 1215 cgn bedusgally
up on charges of murder, not simply . qnpr i .ese Bgrasations
because she defended herself, but be- or.with threats of bodily harm. However,
cause she was a Black woman &ho had with the supervisor, it is another kind
gone against the will of her white of auestion. Because they can determine
onpressor in the Black Belt South. Riring and firing, work loads, and other
Alligood, the jailer, thouaht he could  details, many men suvervisors actively
get awdy with Faping Jodhn Li€tle seek sexual satisfaction from women in

because he had succeeded in countless ?sgggnggngo;tﬂgg ::5g:lty, light work
occasions before. : :

and chauvinist ideas concerning their
sexuality. There must be no confusion
about the faet that the ideology of

The case of Joann Little, like

Hovever, more and more women, parti-
literally hundreds of thousands before

cularly women of oppressed nations and
minorities, are becoming inereasingly
involved in the fight against imperialism,
for self-determination and for their

Just democratic rights. :

In New York, petty bourgeois women
have taken an active role in getting:
the Commission of Human Rights to pencil
into affirmative action programs some
protection against "unfair abuse‘of
sexual privacy", but this is clearly a
first step which has little effect on
most working women.

Overall, the situation remains that
most working women have not systematic-
ally taken up the fight against their
exploitation and oppression, let alone
the struggle against sexual harassment.
This, however, is not surprising, for
it reflects the 1imits of the sponta-
neous movement. It is only a genuine
vanguard party which can transform the
spontaneous women's movement into a

. conscious revolutionary movement against
capital. It is the task of Marxist-Lenin-
ists to take the initiative to lead
the existing women's movement, to
transform its demands, and to link the
women's movement to the general struggle
of the working class for its emancipa-

tion.
B EESCCEOEeR RS SSOEeSt

Black women; as workers, as members of

history of Black women as members of

an oppressed nation, from slavery
through wage slavery, is a history of
extremely severe brutality and heroic
struggle against oppression and exploit-
ation.For instance, at the present time,
North Carolina has the highest percentage
of Black prisoners on death row in the
U.S.; many Black women rot in the jails
of North Carolina, and face daily
attacks similar to Alligood's rape of
Joann Little. In this particular case,
because of the massive popular movement
that was built to support Joann Little,
she was acquitted, but untold others
never receive such support.

Inez Garcia is a youna Chicana, who at
gun point, was forced to submit to sex
by two men. After gaining her freedom
and hearing of further threats against
her life by these two men, she returned
home, armed herself, and went after her
attackers. She was tried for murder

and convicted. The case is now on appeal.
Inez Garcia did not submit to the

bourgeois ideology of the passivity of

women, especially Chicanas. She repre-



*Support the Revolutionary Struggle of All
Working Women Against Double and Triple
Oppression: Class, National, and Sexual!

»Political Line is Key and Theory is Decisive on
the Woman Question!
*xSpecial Demands for Special Oppression-
Fight for Genuine Democratic Rights for Women!
»End Job Discrimination Against Women:
(1) Provide Adequate Child Care, at Low
or No Cost;
(2) Job Training for Women;
(3) Equal Wages for Comparable Work!

+End Forced Sterilization - Free AbortionOn Demand!

xBuild the Vanguard Communist Party!
xBuild a Revolutionary Women’s Organization!
xBuild Communist Leadership of the

Women’s Movement!
*Moblllze the Masses of Women

for Proletarian Revolution!
Marxist-Leninist
Organizing Committee
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