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. EDITORI

‘hew series of October;appears after a very long gap.

The
This is not because the RCL has in any way relegated theory
to a position of lovwer importance. On the contrary, we

No doubt there is a marked diffidence when:we confront our
own theoretical ineptitude. A poor theoretical level has
eontributed to the-dffficulties_whiﬁh the RCL has faced over
the period of the absence of the theoretical journal. Debate
over ‘differences would have been conducted better and '
achieved more positive reésults if we had developed a mommon

‘language of theory at a higher level, .

The principal differences over this period have centred on

the question of racism. This theme underlies all the articles
in this issue, and it ma "be recalled that it dominated the
last issues of the old series of October. Painstakingly,

and even now tentatively, we attempt to resolve the issues,
Some'may”rightly point out ‘that the RCL has made no progress
on ot"er”Crucié;,gnéﬁtiqﬁsgflike_wgmenFquppressién or the
interhdtiqgalfqitﬁation,;Hﬁ;fwe”mgke nbéapblogiesffor our .
Preoccupation witl the ,gl&biaipf"raéismg“and the struggles
against it., . The RCL 1§gby_énd'largb'ajWhite'organiSation.
It!'wor;d"?ieﬁfis'ébnditioned by the events and. attitudes,
distortibngzgpqﬂgayerigl privileges of centuries of colonw

b

ialism¢‘gmhezsécietyAWhich Communists in England seek to
intefpré#%gndimultimaﬁelyg'chaqge,-hasra character defined -
by its racismy the more so to the extent that it attempts to:
deny it.” On the other hand more than 80% of humanity.are

The debate has been over the strategy for fighting”racism in
Britain. So fary, there have been three phases of struggle.
The firat was to defeat_the'idea that all efforts rust be
concentrated on the industrial working ciass, and racism only
dealt, with in that context.-'Thefsecond;lined up, on. the one
hand, those who.argued:that.the;aim;was'to unite black and -
white workers in the struggle against racismy by persuading
white workers to Tight racism in order to prevent fascism,.
foaom which they would themselves suffery, against those who
saw the victims of racism as national minorities, whose.
struggle for specific national rights must be supported as a
matter of ‘principle, not of-self~interest.:In the third
phase the position was put ' forward that the national minor-

dties were the revolutionary vanguard of the. British working

class. ' This was opposed by the argument that the struggle
of dppresged'natiOnalitiestfor;national rights was distinct
from the struggles of the working class, and that the
revolution depended on a strategic alliance between the two.

This latter position succeededy and the struggles for it are
reflected in the RESOLUTION OF THE NOVEMGER 1983 CONFERENCE, and
in the article criticising the line on rac:sm of the Revolution-
ary Communist Group At one stage the "black Venguarg" position
was dominant in the RCL, not by majority consent, but because
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its proponents controlied the Standing Committee and the RCL
paper; Class Struggle__ The position was taken from the RCG,
which is why it is necessary to include a critique of

their position in this issue. The posiftion wés]elaborated
in a document called "Reorientate the Leagiie" ;' which was
overthrown by the November 1983 Conference Although - the
extnéme,positions of that document have been rejécted, o
there is still struggle in ‘the RCL around some of the issies
involved; and, in particular, the strategic alliance. -

The last number of October was pProduced before the "black
vanguard" thesis had taken over the RCL. The article

"Racisn, Nationail Opr ression and Free National Development“,
which appeared in that number, put forvard apgu@gnts fog the ..
line which was later adopted. The last,e@i orial, reflects the
transitional stage, It upholds the articlé. Bat,.it also puts
forward'a:metaphysiéailprﬁpOSitian which was tao become the
foundation of the positions ‘which dominated the RCL, and
Class.Struggle in particular,vfor over a year:

"We would sav that theffevolutionary ideology for
Britain which is based on Marxist~Leninism Mao Zedong thought
is located in three streams of struggle against the British
state. They are black power and the struggle of national
minorities against state repression and for free national
development, Connolilyism or the struggle of Ifish;repdbli¢anism
against British imperialism and for Irish self-determination -
and Asian Corrmunism or the struggle of the Third Wozrld agaims ¢
imperialismr ang hegemonism," ' Goomi

There are some glaring errors in this statement which should
be dealt with first. The Irish national struggle (is ‘a’comploex
one, having different trends within it. Ve support it} and.
the Republican movement who lead it, unconditionallyivﬁﬂut Ve,
do not purport to be able to 'isoclate the theoretical op
ideological essence of it; under the nanme of Connolilyisn or
Republicanisn or whatever. And, although clearly it is g '
struggle against the British state, in the sense that British
imperialism is the enerty of the Irish nation, it is a national
struggle outside the territorv of the British state, and nust
not be confused with internal struggles against,it;,,"Asiﬁn
communism" is g Tigment of its inventor's imagination, “We -
knaw from its subsequent use that it was intended to embrace
the writings of Mao . Zedong and Kim Il Sung, together with
the revolutionary struggles of communists in Vietnam, = .- .
Kampuchea, Malaya,; the Philippines, South Asia“ete. All these
elements cannot be lumped together to form one school or form.
of communism. Nor can they be icdentified with the whole
struggie of the Third World against imperialism and hegemqnism.
Apart from the fact that the Third World is not Just aAsia,
there are many struggles against imperialisnm and'hegemonism

in the Third World vhich are non-communist. And of course,
they do not amount to a "stream of struggle" against the
British state. '

What the former editor has done is to take disparate elements.
from vital and highly advanced struggles and to mix them
together as if they could becorme an antidote to the backward
ideclogy of the English vorking class. - An'injection of

black power into the white workers of Brixton, a shot of’

Republicanism into the Liverpudlians, 2 spin-off of Asian
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- workers' and oppres

‘women's oppression,

communism from the supporters of Naxalbari to the Midlands
unemployed: this® woiild put the English working class. back
on its feet. ' "Wé¢ have no crystal ball™ the editorial goes
on, "which will teéll us precisely and under what conditions
thé’dbntfadictions in British society will mature
sufficiently to create a revolutionary crisis which can be
used”fofadVantage in the struggle to win power for the

; sed peoples in Britain." He does not let
this deter hin, however. "But conrades should picture the
opportunities presented Ly a combination of the 1981 summer
uprisings and rebellions, a Middle Last oii'embargo, a
republican offensive in Northern Ireland and the stirring
into political activity by the severity of the crisis of.
the othervise dormant mass of the indegenous working class."

This kind of fantasising does not advance revolutionary
theory or the cause of communism one step. On‘thq contrary,

it acts as a blindfold to the reality of the racist and pro-
imperialist mentality of the Engiish working class. That

last editorial posed the problem; it stated that "our
starting point and guiding line must be that Britain is an
imprialist power and an oppressor nation." Dut it failed to
grasp its enormity. Thus, referring to the Malvinas war,
the most obscene and mnopentous--illustiation of the imperial- st
nafure of the Engiish working class since the first world WEaID
all thé editorial said was "Repossession by British .
imperialism and the Task Force dominated British politics for
sevéral weeks." It was’ led into an easy solution_— let others
take the lead. The black and Irish youth are the most, .
revolutionary forces, the argument goes, the English working
class will.Spontaneously-follow in their-fevolutionary exarmple,

This new issue of October attenpts to deal with .the ideology
of the working ciass of an imperialist nation. In the
resolution of the November 1983 conference, it is argued that
the racist alliance between the working class and the ruling
class of the oppressor nation rmast be broken. And the article
on Eurocentrism starts to explore the effect of kuropean
Supremacism én compmunist thought. This begins what is hoped
to become an ongoing theme in the Jjournal, the deepening
examination of political econonty in a world of developed
imperialism»through a critique of the Eurocentric bias of
traditional Marxist thinkers. The perspective of Third World
Marxists, for instance, Sanir Amin, is an important source

of study in this task.

Alongside this developing theme, there are nany other questions
which the journal nust take up. Among these are the issues
indicated in the introduction to the Conference document:

the peace moverient, the Celtic nations.
Other theoretical questions arise out of ocur bPractical worlz,
for instance in relation to the solidarity movement with the
Irish liberation struggie. We are proud in this issue to
include an important and unique interview with Shaheed Maqbul
Butt, the martvred Kashmiri freedom fighter executed by the
Indian government in 1984, We welcome the opportunity to re-
iterate our unconditional support for the national liberation
struggle of the Kashmiri people. We hope to publish many such

articles in the future.
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The policy of the theoretitcal Jjournal is one of "opening
wide" the debate around theoretical questions. Mao Zedong
said: "To''open vide' means to let all people express their
opinions freely, so that they dare to speak, dare to .
criticise and dare to debate; it means not being afraid of
wrong views or anything poisonous: it means to encourage
argunient and criticisn anong people holding diffrerent views,
allowing freedom both for criticism and for counter-
criticism; it méans not coercing people with wrong views
into submission but convincing theém by reasoning. To
"restrict" means to forbid people to air differing opinions
and express wrong ideasy, and to "finish them off with a
single biow" if they do so. That is the wvay to aggravate
rather than to resolve contradictions. To "open wide" or to
"restrict"? We must choose one or the other of these two
policies. We choose the former, because it is the'poliéy
which will help to consolidate our country and developo

our culture." (Selected Works p. 432)

Within the RCL, opposing lines exist, and #lthough the

balance will be in favour of the majority (’)piilioﬂﬁ'both

sides will be given plenty of roorn. We also encourage
material from those outsice the RCL who wish to contribute

to or to initiate debate on important questions. Contributions
need not be weighty, polished or lengthy. In particular

we welcome letters on theoretical topics, and Would hope to
make them a regular feature. As to style, we'will work hard

to make the journal comprehensible.” But it must be understood
that, while there is no justification for the publication of
articles that:75 per cent of our reacders cannot understand,

and while conciseness and lucidity will be our aim; the journal
will also be the place for developing nveideas, of'ten on

very complex topics. In seeking clarity we sometines have to
take dark znd tortuous paths. But if we fail to educate,
stinulate or even to provoke, we rely upon our readers o show
us swiftly the error of our vays.
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ODUCTION

TO THE NOVEMBER 1983 RESOLUTION OF THE R.C.L. CONFERENCE

BACKGROUND

The resolution of the conference of the RCL held on 12th.
and 13th. November 1983 was pARssed as the result of intense
and complicated struggles in the RCL. Thesevstruggles continued
to reverberate after_tpe conference, and.elthough they strength-
ened the linc, they veakened the organisation of the RCL. That
is the main reason for the delay in tuefpuhlication,of the

and, not least, the fa¢t fhat,the struggles around them continue

both within and:outside't§61RCL,'make-the*publieatiOn of the
resolutien-still'relevant'enq.vgluable. ‘

The Marxist-Leninist movement in Britain emerged in the
19608 with some understanding of the significance of the struggies
of the Third World. This was meinly as a consequence of the
SinOgSoviet'pplemic and of the championing of the national
liberation struggles by the CommunietjParty of China. This
understanding, itself-limited. was offset by the legacy of
social chauviniem inherited from the'British'Commupist tradition
with its domineering and patronising attitude towards the
nations oppressed by jmperialism, and its concomitant preoccup-
ation with economismy trade union consciousness and social
democracy. The RCL on its formation in 1977 adopted a "Manifesto!
which reflecteq the ‘uneveness of ideology produced by these
contrasting elements. On the one hand it supported the Three
Worlds Theory and the undermining of the imperialistrsysten by
the atruggies of the Third World. On the other hand it contained
deplorable pro-imperialist and racist positions on Ireland and
the black national minorities in Britain and relegated all
aspects of struggle to the arena of the organised workers on
the shop fioox, SR

The Congress saw a clear overthrow, after so many years
of shame, of the .pro-imperialist line on Ireland. It also
put a firm emphasis on the struggle against racism {( as a
result of wvhich, the RCL was able to participate fully
in the campaign +to defend the Bradford 12 ). Dut the
Congress . equivocated on the crucial question of support
for the right of national minorities to free national .
development. The struggle was obscured by the need to
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mount a counter-offensive ngainst_a last ditch attempt to- -
resurrect an openly‘sdcial denociat ideology in the RCL. -

Inevitably the RCL was in a confused position. -
However much it had heeded to genuine revolutionarytideas
from the Third World on. uestions- outsice Britain, it had..
always based“@ts,cnncreteastrategy_op the traditional indus
trial struggles and the trade unions. ~While rejecting
‘the Trotskyst. view.of the prinacy of the working class
‘of the,éconqﬁically~developed COuntries5§n.é vorld scale,

the RCL had never:seriousiy ‘considered hat this meant.iin
terms. of Dritain itseif . But @vents wfre'showing,that;,
serious blovs . were being struck at Dritish imperialism. from
directions far from .the working ¢lass, while the working. ... .
class remained at best:disinterested and nore often openly
hostile to these developnents.

B This latter phenomenén'wasdmore sharply higlighted by
the Malvinas war. This hitherto almost inconceivable re-
gression to the 19th century shattered any illusions in the
English working class.“Even‘its_éffect on bourgeois party
politics was incredible. The myth that the electoratets
Primary concern is with conditions at horme was exploded ;.
One of the least popular administrations this century, ..
Presiding over escalating unempléymenf on a scale unknown ..
since . the 30s; achieved cvernight an anassailable electoral:s.
pogition as the English pecple'%a;lied;round their empire. i
The. pro-icperialistic nature of 'thé English working class

-Was . denonstrated with vivid clarity{:‘$f~theﬁﬁlack uprisings-

npf‘]981g§p@rked a tenporary flicker of resistance in some
Fgctor" doused it

_«OT -the white unemployed y thet Falklaii_figl';' .

~with anaverwhelming flood of chauvinistic hysteria. Tre
nayal assault on a‘cluster of roclzs in the South Atlantic |
united the English ‘people in a way which brooked no oppo- '
sition- Labour leaders feli over themselves to support the' =
offensive. The only'iSsuc taken in Parliament was over "
the defence. cuts wl-f:"."b.h':‘ll?_._cl’pu‘t"the Malvinas at risk, not‘:
over;whethertDritaiﬁ*hd&fhny right to Argentine territory.*g
The leftwing found they could join in the jingoism, because :
Argentina wis led by a nasty fascist Jjunta, and to attack':.#
Argentina -accoracd vith ‘their Anti-Nazi League and Chile ol
Solidarity credentials. - Although the RCL never faltered

in ‘its support for Argentinanand,its opposition to all
shades of opportunism on the qﬁéstion, it had not the
strengih to organise an offensive. Nor did it immediately

appreciate :the lesson. ; T

fa

RO

"RE-ORIENTATE THE LEAGUEL

At this stage the %éadershipigf the RCL went out on ~
a i1imb. : Apeculiar idea ‘had been, introduced at the 2nd o
Congress; ‘' although it"had not been fully argued, and had
not found favour.. iI% was the theory;p§§the"newlyTamergipg
forces"gﬁthq"b;agk and Irish wouth infparticular, acting; -
28 the vanguiird of the Dritish vorking class and spearheading
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it towards the revolution: The -idea was not original. It
‘emanated, as could bé“surmised from its naturé, from the
Trotskist rovement. The revolutiunarysCummunistiGroup,
together with.its spiit, The Revolutionary Corguinist Tenden-
Cy, was. having success as the new radical fringe among
students in. the universities and colleges, the erstwhile
stanping ground of its Jjaded progenitor;jthe'SHP,}RCG were
an inprovement on the rest of theTrotskYiteq‘in that they
attached significance to the biack struggle .and {the Irish
national liberation struggle. They also saw;the*futility
of the. traditional "Yabour movement" orientation of other
Trotskyites. They developed a ‘strategy of concentrating
Practical vork on black youth. Their views of the black
and Irish youth as the vanguard appeared to be vindicated
by the uprisings and the Hunger Strikes. This view together
with-much.of the RCG rethoric, was imported into the RCL,
dressed up with a degree of Maoist terminology in a deocument
issued in October 1932 called "Re-orientate ithe League for
the Tasks of the Moment". (RTL). It was around this
docunient that the November 1933 Conférence;hnd been originally
called. DBy the tinme it net, howvever, the main thrust was to
criticise and reject the RTL position,

- It is not proposed to deal with RTL in great detail
here. It is sufficient to outiine its main strategic
thread. It argued that the Lr:itish ruling class, to
overcorme the imperialist crisis, was "terrorizing and

bauperizing the entire working class", 'It“was-attapking
deriocratic rights, through "the PTA,ANatibnalitY-Acts,
Tebbithill, Criminal Trespuss Act, Theé use of '‘conspiracy
Laws, the. "Falklands Factor", the attack unistreetfmeetings,
and so on. "The Key task in the class struggle was "to defend
and extend denocratic rights, not in a reformist ‘way, but
in a revelutionary way", The economic fightback was
hamstrung'bygthe domination of the working class by the
labour_aristocracy!’“the shit of:Capitalist society", aided
by "uiddle-class socialists..vho have set themselves the
task of searching for a golden nugget in the self-same
shit", ‘

The Vanguzard of the working class were -the newly
erlerging forces", the black and irish workers. The black
and Irish workers in Britain were the most revolutionary
because they vere doubly oppressed. ‘They were linked
to Ireland and to 'the Third World ‘countries, and thus
part of the nain revolutionary force in the world. At the
same time they were part "of the Dritish working class".
"Where the black and Irish workers lead téday the rest of
the working class will have to foilow. ‘This is why we
argue that they are a bridge - a bridge bv which the
British working class will gradually De abie to. join the
nmainstream of the wurld‘revolution. Biack and Irish
workers are the vanguard of the Dritish working class.
Coummnists must unite with, support, defend, and build
that vanguard." ' .

On the question of the specific struggies against
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national oppression of the blaclk and Irish nationgl minorities -
in this country, RTL nade this my stifying observation
"There is a point of Jjunction between national struggles and

the pPresent issues of struggle bosed to the wider working -
class in Britain. This has to do with the fact that most

national tlinority People are vorkers, but this fact in itgself

does not furnish the fuil explanation. The essential point

is. that they have tlie potential to inject into the broader
WOrkinguclass étrugg1es an elenent arising frop their

national demangs which in turn draws on their continuing

links with the countries of the Third World... the national
ainority peopie's struggics, .’ have'a role autonorious from

that of the najority working class but which introduces a

more dynamic‘revolutignary trend into it.n

L A rédraft.of thePRTL in july 1933 piaced the strategy

in the context of thévThree Vorid Theory, and purported to

explain the Significance of the struggle for democratic
rights on the basis of a trend towards fascism. It was
2lso intended to correct the weakness in the original draft

in Playing down the specific struggles of the national mino-
ritis dgainst ndional oppression.r‘In fact while it -
wisely avoided the ideaiism of riysterious elements ang

dynamic trends being introduced intou the class‘struggle,

it .managei to endourse the view that national Oppression

Lerely made the national minorities g f1ore bpotent force in

the struggle of the working class.. It said: "There is a
sizeble number of nationalbminority people in'Britain,
 largely of Third Worid origing, but they face continuing
;ﬁational.oppression.inﬂﬂritain, barticulariy the blacic and
Irish national minorities. These national minority Peoples
are-overwhelmingly working class; so that even the national
struggies of the Peoples 4s a whole have g strong'proletarian
tinge to them. The national uinority Deopies strongly
identify with théfstfdgglés.for self-assertion of the oppres-
sed peoples and:-nations and have : few illusions about the nature
of Dritish inperialism. The black and Irish working class,
suffering as they do a doublie oppression - class and national-
constitute g potent reVolutionary Vanguard force both within
the national minority conmunitics and the working class as

2 whole".

: The centrai conception of RTL, of more and fmore white
Workers becoming revoiutionary through the example and insp-
iration of biuck and Irish workers, was rerote from feality.

At Lest the docunent was a well intentioned attempt to .
resolve the theoretical ang ideological confusion embodied
iu.the:Manifesto. At worst it Was 4 cynicecal variant of the

leftist chauvinisn found in inperialist countries 1ilre

Dritain, t wishes to use the specific struggles of the ;
black and Irish bpeoples againgt their-national Oppression

as abridge" across vhich the British working class can

clamber to join the world revoiution. Ly qnphasizing the

Wworking class position of ost of the nationaj minority -

people, stating that they are part of the"Dritish working

class" (not the working class in Britain), and the vanguard

of"the british working class", RTL minimises the distinctiv-

ness and autonomy of national minority struggles. They
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become just struggles of the working class in which vhite
comrunists . can get involved rather than nationail struggles
in which communists of the oppressor nationality pust not

“interfere.- Thé%gﬁruggles are seen as -important not because

they strike out *" frecdom for snhresseq nationalities, but
because they advance the struggle . of -the British working
class. {Therc is cven a touch ofdbsurd racism-1io doubt
unconscious - in RTL : White English unemploged youth
responded eagerly to the lead giveﬁ}by their bLlacl: contem-
Poraries. In sone .towns to which :the uprisings spread
there was scarcely a biack fac 'tofbé'seénf(eig.Maidstone)
There is a clear parallel here with the RCG ! strategy on
Iréland. For the RCG the struggle in Ireland is important,

not for itself, but as the'key to the Dritish revolution".
Thérefore it is open to the Dritish left to determine the
strategy in support of the Irish struggle, even when this
‘flies in the face of the strategy of the republican

‘roverient itseif. The classic exanple was the RCG ‘refusal to

accept the Republican novement's 5 demands over the
Hunger Strikers, and their insistence in . calling for

movenent.

" political status against the express wishes of the Irish

-

THE CONFERENCE -DOCUMENT

The response %o RTL, eventually resulting in the
Conference document was to higlight and develo -two aspects?
2 P y

“first fhe national oppression of the national minorities in

Britain, and in particular its highest. and riost wicious
form; racist oppression, and secondyithe strength of pro-
imperialist and racist ideology in the English working
class. A critique of RTL by the authors. of the. Conference
Document illustrate thesc points. ' Of national oppression

‘it says: "This (RTL) position reduces national oppression

to-d question of double oppression.: It limits national
oppression to the question of. +he origin ‘of black and

Irish workers and does not -take. up national oppression
vithin this country. This is opposed to the "Free National
Developnent" position which analysed ‘the oppression of
black people in this countrv and. theixr resistance to it
linked racisnm in this country with the oppression of pPeoples
and nations Ly inperialisn .. and. showed the continuity betwecen
the. two; it showed that the struggle against national
oppression here has mainly taken the foria of, a separate

-struggle not primarily based on the class position of black

workers but on the unity of national wuinority communities,
"On the ideology of the white working class it said: "The
majority working class is also affected ideologically and
and’materially(by imperialism) ««» and this is reflected in
its position facing two ways: on the one hand engaged in
a.constant struggle on the econonic. and sonmetimcs political
level with capital, at the present linited in a social
democratic franework generally, and on the other hand,
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aliying itself with the ruling class in its;oppression of
the oppressed nations of the Third Vorld and the national

minorities within this countrv. "

Linking theitwo aspects, the critique points out: "The
struggle of black people agains their oppression and for
navional rights is a separate struggle of an advanced
nature aimed at the Dritish state. This strugg*e has been

carried out wlthout_fhe>support of and often in the face
of direct opposition from menmbers of the majority working
cla;s. RTL:glosses over this 1nportanu contradiction and
engages-in' wishful th*nk;ng when it says. that the majority
wvorking class will “spontaneously follow the iead of black.
and Irish workers. If we understand that imperialism has. to
a great extent enlisted the support of the tajority working
class in its oppression of nations and peoples, and built
an alliance with it, we can also then understand that to the
extent that the. aJorlty working class either actively
qupports racist oppression or does not actively fight against
ity the fight against this oppression will take the form
of a struggle between nationaiities."

_ These are the prlncvpal themes in the Conference

solutioh. Its strategy chaTLengos the RCL'F'record of
bOClal chauvinisn, and attenpts to absorb the lessons of
the 1631 Uprisings aund the Hunger Strikes, without ignoring
the lessons of the Malvinas. It hegins on the national '
question. In a world where %lie sharpest contradiction is
that between the oppressed nations and imperialism, the
national question everywhere assumes the highest significance.
In Britain there are a number of facets of the question:
the oppression of Wales and Scotland, and the oppression of
the national ninorities, as well as the effects of the per-
sisting colonial occupe#tion of the six counties of the
North of Ireland. Diack national minorities facé national
oppression:in its severest form - racist oppression.. Their
resistance has been based ldargely on the assertion of nat;onal
identity and of separatemness fromn the national omajority.
Organisations have been formed with national characterlstlcs,
and -the forns of struggle have tended towards positive

demands for national rights.

While the national npinorities face racist oppression,
the majority worhlnp class is iubued with racist ideology
as ‘& result of its experiences of inperialism from the
side of the oppressors. Racist oppression does not come
only from the imperialist state, but from the majority
working class as well. There is, in this: ‘respect, an alliance
between the cla sses of the oppressor natidnality against
the oppressed. .

At the sane time, the majority working class is itself
explcited and oppressed by the junperialist ruling class.
It fights back, although at present con&tralned by social
democracy. The way forward is for these two. struggles against
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between the working class, which itsely inciudes the hulk
of the national ninority people, and the national minority
mist be built. DBut no compromises can be made with racist
oppression, nor can' the means of its destruction be made
uore palatable to the whiteé working class. . The solution
is free national developuent; and the'majority must be
confronted with this denand, Their recognition of it will
be achieved unevenly, ' corresponding to the uneven :developrent
of facista with 'the class, But'as the strategic alliance
between the two mutually'Supporﬁive-sbciai forces is built,
the racist alliance will be destroyed.

imperialism to support each other. A strategic alliance

There are already links Letween those struggling against
racist oppression in England and those struggling -
for Irish national liberation. It is crucial to win the
support of;thefmajority'workihg class for the Irish people's
right for self determination. The alliance between the
Engliish working class and their masters still depends
heavily on anti-Irish racism'and support for the coionial
fepression of theé Irish nation by British imperialism.

The text of the resoliution has been ieft as . it . was
passed. It is still rough and unpolished. DPositions are
8tiil being developed, and the struggle continues in the RCL,
it iy necessary to draw attention,tq three
resolution, because they have beeh'/the focus
may still reveal inconsistencies which have

as outside it.’
concepts in the
of struggle and
Yet to be resdlved.

Anti-inperialism. This term vas very widely used in the
RCL prior tu the conference. it stiil has'some.currency

It energed strongly at the 2nd Congress, particularly

‘in the usage "anti—inperialiéf;6iientation". It is
difficult to explain the usage pre¢;s¢1y; Lt seens, to
have been used in two nain contexts: -~ 1. As 2 criticism
of the Rcl and its social chauvigiséi.the'remedy.tolwhich
was expressed to be a genuine "anti-inperialist orientatio"
and 2. As a description of the character of a movenent wider
than the comounist forces whicli had, to be built or .
united with; as in "working class ahti—imperiéliét!mass
novenent" ‘or "fighting anti-imperialist organisations".

The coumon feature was opposition to the insular
obsession of the British left with the traditional forms
of industrial and trade union ‘struggles within the imperialist
econony (an obsession which some members of the RCL and
others have now begun to analivse further under the label
of" Eurocentrisn),

’ThetvagueneSS{onthe,tepm anti-imperialism,:and_therefore
its usefulnéss to opportunists, can be seen by the. ..
divergence between the two contexts in which it has .been
used. = On the other hand, comrunists. are seen as not:anti -
imperialist enough; thus it is an advanced stage of
communisii.  'On the other, the anti-inperialist forces are
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Seeri as an advanced stage of the mass movement, and tran-
sitional to corraunista; thus, by definition, a lower stage
than ; corraunisn. S

. In the first context, the tern vas used, at its best
to conduct a critique of the social chauvinism of the
RCL"Manifesto, with its enphasis on the industrial working
class and lukewarn support for the struggles of the
oppressed nations, and in particular its line on Ireland
which objectively upheld the right of DritiSh,imperialism
tn,keep~Ireland,divided and “¢ontrollied; It wvas also used
to ‘esfphasise.the need for opposition to British imperialism
”épecifiééll?i;because the RCL. lost sight of this in a
riechanical adoption of the’ Three World Theory and the

heed to.oppose the two supérpowers.

.In the second context;jthe.term was used. to describe
a level of consciousneds and a tvpe of political work.
As'aylevel of consciousness, ahti—imperialiSmiSééms to be
cdontrasted with "anti-capitalisna". The latter is opposed
to tlie "bosses" and support the workers. Anti-imperialism
opposes the imperialist state and supports also the
oppressed hatiqns and peoples. as a type of poiitical
works anti-imperiaiism counotes solidarity work and anti-
racigt work. as opposed to tradé union vork: At the
éxt#éme; antizimperialist work is used to mean anything
exept the. economic struggle, as when RTL talks d¢f
"the anti-inperialist struggie for democracy".,

In all its uses the term helped to puil the RCL leader-
ship closer tou the thinking of i{lhe RCG, which nzkes much
of the rhetaric'QfV?antieimperiglism".“It'éame,¢losest in
the RCL itselt in a passage vhith combines all the
veakhesses of. the concept with the REG youth vangard
thesis: "The League failed to grasp properly thé imperialist
character of Dritish socicty which must provide ~ the
starting point for establishing by what criteria we shouid
deteérmine who the advanced are - those with a relatively
‘strong grasp of Britaih's iriperialist character who have
began to fight this monster. And these clenents are
maily concentrated among th?.black anq Irishvbeoples; whose
icollective struggles have overwhelmingly taken place
outside the workplace (with notable exeptions like
Imperial Tyvpwriters and_Grunwicks). "As has.already been
noted, RTL fails to pick up.the one truth that this
passage stumbles,over, thegsﬁ:éngth of prn—imperialist
. ideology in the English working class.

Imperialism in ity pupular‘usagé Keans éoldnialism,

 the doriination of one country uy'anothe;,_particularly

by occupation. In that sensc it is meaningful to refer to
anti-inperialist worlk é;g;'soliQurity with national
. liberation struggles. And it is ‘true that supporters of
the struggles against colonialisnm and ' neo-colonialisn

are generaliy gore'advance¢ in their understanding than
those who fight for highér wages, or for reforis within
capitaiism. Dut two confusions nust be avoided.
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First to apply the tern anti-imperialist to all struggles
not based on the workplace - lilte the all white riot in
Maidstone. Second to forget the scientific meaning of
imperialism, that of the stage of monopoly capitalismn.
In: that nmore precise and correct sense, the only genuine

fora of anti-imperialisn must be revolutionary comgunism
because it alone has  the understanding necessary for a

conscious :struggie aéainst'impériqlién; Not to recognize
this is td&lead*intogliquidatidniém.ffAccordingly, in
paragraph a 4 of the resolution, the concept of "anti -
imperialist orientation" is rejected. o

Labour Aristocracy. The resolution in para. A12 insists
on ‘the speciric concept of the "labour aristocracy" while
naking it clear that there is not only one section of the
working class which is influenced by imperialism. On the
contrary, ‘racisn has. thoroughiy imbued the English working

class, and it is this widespread and deep effect of
‘imperialism which makes the Inglish working class so
susceptible to the influence of opportunism. Opportunisn
is. the specific political form which imperialiﬁt ideoclogy
takes in the working class; it turns class antagonism into
its opposite and recruits the working class to the sice

of their imperialist masters. The Labour Party, and ail
who make common cause. with it, in any shape or form, are
the principal proponents and repositories of oppurtunism.

‘This is clear. enough, but the .concept of the labour
aristocracy raises difficulties. its traditional meanirng
has been those tore “skilled, and tlhierefore priviledged
sections of the working ciass (like time served engencers)
and particularly:those based in traditional: craft-based
unions (like the print. unions, NGA and 'SLADE).. It is
absurd to say that the main social force prodoting
opportunisn today deive from these rapidly diminishing and
weakéning- section bf  the proletariat. The growth of
"whité collar" occupations at the expénse of traditional
nanual jobs majy suggest that this is now the source of
oﬁportuniSm. But there is not the slightest evidence for this.
Afid - since the labour aristocracwy is a social forcey it
cannot merely be the trade union and labour party leaders
thenselves. Peside which there is a sens¢ dn which people
get the leadetrs they deserve, The_usefulﬁéés of this
concept must depend on a thorough class. analysis, the need
for:which was clearly recognised by thngﬁnference.

The trend towards fascisw. "qspldiion’recugnizes that
this trend exists, but its oxf.and source and its
significance in explaining .d¢velopment of
British imperialism and the struggle’apainst it, are
subject to different, interpretations in the RCL. Cne set
of questions concern the general nature of imperialism
today and particularly Dritish inpe'rialisn.
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Is imperialism still the driving force in the world today
able to set the pace and take the imitiative? Or are the
oppressed nations and people of the Third Worid for01ng
imperialism to reqpond to their strugrLe ? ‘Is the
contradiction between 1mperialloms more significant. than
thée contradiction between 1]1 1mper1allsn and the oppressed
countries? Is:Dritdin still a. contender ‘anong imperialisms
or is it a spent power intersdntionally, vindictively
terrorlzlng the irish and the Argentines with its last

‘breaths? Whithin Brltaln, is the 1nper1allst ruling class

pressing forward a strategy for fascismy to which the
working class and the national minorities nust respondy or
arc the struggles oif the Third Worlid, the Irish national
liberation forces, the oppressed nationalities and the
working class forcing Dritish imperialisim to respound to
them?

. The other set of qucstlonu concern tlie nature of
fascism . itself. The nodels -of the 1%30s still determine
our conceptlonﬁ of this. To what extent are they appro-
priate to .today's conditions? What is the role of social

‘denocracy in bringing dbout fasc1bn? Wha%‘is the relation-

ship between racism and fasclsn? : As far as black people

‘in Dritain are concerned, do they not already live under

fascism? And if soy is not the "Threat of fascisnm"
something whiclh the ieft holds up to the white working
class, in an attenpt to frighten it into combating
racism in its own interest?

THE OLVIOUS GAPS -- WOMEN, PLEACE AND THE CELTIC
NATTIOHUS : .

The questlon of worien opprcss;on, the peace noven-
ent and the national question of Wales and Scotland were’
adverted to in the Conference. Despite their importauce,
the RCIL has done 1little to make progress in producing a
line on then. :

The resolution proposed by the Women's Commission
and passed by the Conference is included as an Appendix.
One criticism of it occuring in retrospect is that it
appears to subordinate the struggle for women's emancipation
to other struggles. It suggests that wonen's strugglies

‘raust take place in the course of other struggles, rather

than giving priority to wonen's struggies in their own

rights.

A brief resoiution on the peﬁce rloverlent is also
included. The RCL has been particularly: slow in understan-

‘ding the question of nuciear disarmanent, In_pdrtlcular

this stens from the intverpretation Qf*bhéfvieW"that the
main danger of war is Soviet social imperialism to nean
that Dritain, as a 2nd world country,; must be defended
against the Soviet, threat, c¢ven if this requires nuclear
weapons. The hangover of this incerpretation remains,
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and the RCL has no definite line on unilateral disarmament,
Coupleéd with this has been. a justified contempt for the

CPG3 and its use of CND to win supporters on the “soft"

issue of peace, while avoiding the "hard" issues like
Ireland and at the sarte tine trying to line these supporters
up behipd'Sovigt“gocialfinperialism. During the expansion
of CND different trends have eunerged, including apparently
a dominant line which does not support the USSK. Debate

on the issues has began in the pages of'. Class:Struggle.

There is no resolution on Wales and Scotland. . The
text has been amended to reflect, as far as possibley the
notion which was passed that "whatever text is agredd
should only be taken to apply to England and not to Scotland
and Wales." The HCL has a legacy of a name which dates
from a time when the enphasis was on a single party for a
single. state and when the national questions of Scotland
and Wales were "resolved" by permitting the possibiliity
of a Federation under Socialism. While the right of
Scotland and Wales to self-deterfiination is widely if not
unanimously acceppted in the RCL; there are still differences
on- how ﬁé_shOuld.adVOCa%e this riglt be exercised; for .
separation or for unity, and on ' whether we have the right
to*advocate anything at all. Connected wvith this is the
question of whether o single party building organisaticn
should QXist'for'Engiand, Scotiand and Wales.
Progressive nationalist and Republican movements - have- 1>,
grown in Wales and Scotland ever tle last few years; .
qlthough‘they.hﬁchhad‘mixed fortumes. It is to be hoped
that the RCL can develop its theoretical understanding

- of . the hgtiénal quéstion in co-ordination with the
thinking of these noverents

g e
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RESOLUTION of the
RCL Conference

NOVEMBER 1983

A, The national question and British Imperialism

1. - In the world today, it is the peoples and nations of
the Third World who are the main force for revolution and
who are striking the main’blaws'against imperialisi. As 'the

faced with increaSing:resistance = in Afghan;stang Eritrea

El Salvador, Palestine, Namibia and so on. Imperialism is

in crisisy and particularly British imperialism whosé decline
started before that of the other imperialist powers. Within
Britain today, a;decliningfimperiglist power of the Second
Horld,.the working class and..national minority people face

intensified exploitation:dhq oppression.

2. ..Resistance to iﬁperialist rule in ‘Britain gave rise to
the uprisings in 1981, when mainly young black people rebelled
against their oppression.’ - a'rebellionrthat”was able to draw
sections of white youth in its wake. These uprisings took
Place in a year when thousands_offbldck'peoplq;had‘maréhgd

and divided families. The state repression following the
uprisings provided another focus for resistance through the
Bradford 12 campaign. .

3. In the same year, the Irish people's struggie for
freedom forced its way into the consciousness of people in
Britain and around the world with the heroic hunger strike
undertaken by 10 prisoners of war. The bravery of these
10 men generated opposition to British imperialism on an
international level, as well as gaining support for the
Irish struggle in Britain, particularly amongst the Irish
and black communities. '

4o The sharpening of contradictions in the time of crisis
means that the potential for revolution is increased. But

is the RCL in any shape to take advantage of this situation?
There is an urgent need to build a higher level
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of unity in the League around a genuine revolutionary Com-
ounist stand - an urgency which beane increasingly apparent

as the events of 1981 higiighted the serious weaknesses in

the RCL. Over the past year or so there has been some measure
of progress avay from social chauvinism whch characterized

our practice in the past. But overall our lines and policies
did not reflect the reality of the events taking place

around us and were unable %o take us forward. It is however

a2 misconception, that our work shou'd have what has been called
an "anti-imperialist orientaiion", as if these were something
apart from a communis: standpeint. Communists oppose all

class and n#£ional oppression, and stand for . freedom _ LGl L.
from all fornm of domination, inperialism, hegemonism,
expléitation and oppression. Understanding this can lead to
clarity.

5. In'develaping‘a strategy for revolution in Britain

"it is essential that, on the ane hand; we look at Britain in

its international context and,. on the other, that we have a
correct understanding of thenational guestion and its
relationship_to class struggle in Britain. It is no accident
that the resistance to British imperialism has been led by
national uminority peuple. It is this plienomenon that we are
mmaking some initial progress in understanding with a more
correct line on the Irish struggle and beginning to develop
a’ line on national ninority people and the significance of
the black struggle in in Britain.

6. The national question does not aivays have one. and the
Same character; "The national question in the period of the
Second International and the nationai quesvion in the period
of Leninism are far fron being the ‘same thing.. They differ
profoundly from each other, not only in their scope, but

also in their intrinsic'character.ﬂ-stalin (Foundation of
Leninism, p.70) _

With the development of imperialisra and the October Revo-
lution, the national question has become part of the general
question of the proletarian revolution. It has been transforied

into:
t

a general andvinterﬁational?problem, into a worild
problem of enancipating the?oppressed Peoples in

the dependent countries and ‘colonies from the yoke

of imperiaiism." : '

Stalin (Foundations of Leninism p.71)

No longer can the national struggle be seen as one against
feudalism and for bourgeois. democratic rights. - Predominantly
a struggle of the bourgeois to form nation states. As Lenin
pointed out, the developments since, 1917 have resulted in

the division of the world into oppﬁessor and oppressed
nations and he stressed the importance of the role of oppressed
Peoples in colonial countries inVWerd revolution, (Report
on the Commission on the National Qnd Colonial questions;

1920 ), ;
. !
Today the oppressed nations have to fight against

f
+

imperialism for their right to netional independence, The

L

very struggle of oppressed nationalities brings them up
against imperialism,
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"No matter what classes;, parties or individuals in
T. ~ the oppressed nation Join the fevolution, and no
matter whether they themselves are conscious of the
roint or understand ity so long as.-they oppose "'’
imperialisin, their revolution becomes part of - the
proletarian~socialist world revolution and they
becone its allies." ' -

‘(MaO'Zedong, On New Derocracy P.11)

Thus: national struggles in the era of imperialism are
essentially struggles of the oppressed peoples agajfst:
imperialism - revolutionary,'anti—imperialist struggles,

7o Vithin the world today the most sharp contradiction
is that between the oppressed nations and the people of the
world and imperialism. Within Britain there are national

contradictions, including the contradiction between British

‘imperialism and the oppressed nations of Wales and Scotland

In the past we. have underestimated the strength of the
hational struggles in Scotland and Wales, and at the present
moment we have only just begun to understand their nature
and significance, Residing within the British state are
fragments of oppressed nations — from Britain’s‘oldest
colony of Ireland, and from the oppressed nations of the
Third VWorld -~ India, Pakistan, Jamaica, Bangladesh, Antigua
Malaya etc. These preople Tform national minorities in
Britain, and what they all have in coummon - the Third World
peoples, the Irish, Scottish and Welsh -~ is that they suffer
from national oppression by British imperialism. The nature,
forma and degree of that oppression varies; but a correct
understanding of the national question gives us a framework

It is the
sharpness and severity of the national contradiction and the
resistance of the nationally oppressed to their oppression
which has resulted in the fact that these struggles against
British imperialism are the most advanced,

8. Those national minority people originating from the
Third World face a particularly severe forn of national
oppression ~ racist oppression, The ideology of racism
developed in relation to particular economic developments
i.e. originating in the slave trade of developing capitalism
and becoming fullyv defined with the development of capit-rlism
into imperialism., It was developed in order to Justify the
exploitation and oppression of the 'peoples and nations in
Asiay Africa and Latin America. _As suchy racist oppression
is not separate from national oppression but the. highest

and most vicious form of it. For black beople in Britain,

.the effects range fron racist immigration and'nationality‘
laws, institutionalised racismy . discrimination at work,

school etc., police harrassment, physical attacks on
themselves and their homes and denial of cultural rights,

9, The counterpart to the racist oppression and the denial
of national rights has been the éﬁrong;asserﬁion of national
identity and the development of an anti-imperialist trad-
ition, poverfully expressed in«the‘idgology of Black Power.
Black Power identifies the white power' structure as respon-
sable for imperialism and also sees the corrupting effect of

it
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racism on thé. white population as a whole; It lays. stress
pn.- the autonomy of the black people's struggle and the- need
Tor black:people to.unite with each' other-beflore: entering
alliances with: the majorityimationality.r . .: .

10. Within the national minority .communities a variety of .,
politicalividwpoints eherge over: Specific issiies facediby each .
conmunityc..These are: afffcted by classy,cultural., linguistic .
aind religiaus inrlucnces. Jde should recognise that such S
differences are bound to occur. Our attitude must Le that these
are issues for the national ninority people to solve themselves-
(contrhdictidn amiong. .the people). We must not allow these ’!f
contradictions to be used by racists,.white supremacists or
bourgeois parties to exacerbate divisions or foster the idea
that national minority people arc incapable of solving their
problems themselves or naking their own decisions,

11. -Ever since coming to this country, black people have
fought 'back against their oppression. they have formed
organisations which reflect their interests and struggles,
Many of these have been on specific national liressuch as

the IWA, PWA, WA, VWest Indian Federation, whilst others

are not so specifically national - Dlack Parents, Race Today,
Southall Black Sisters, Afro-CariblLean Self Help Group and
80 on. Dut most organisations within the Dlack community
have national ;aspects and an identity which is distinct from
that of the majority nationality. The AYM for example has

a distinct Asian identity, whilst many of the Afro-Caribbean
organisations consciously assert their origins in Africa,
and have close links with political developments in the .
Caribbean. Many cultural and religiocus organisations also
provide a focus for the struggle against racist oppression
e.g. Sikh Temples, Mosques, Valmik Sabha, black churches

and Rastafarians.. The fact that some organisations are
workers organisations refiect the recognition of the need
for working class leadership, and there is sharp class
struggle talkiing place in the black comaunity - a struggle
for the leadership of wha* is essentially a black peoples _
struggle. The practice and identity of all these organisations
is very much with -an oppressed conmunity., -

12.° ° The nain fdérce of the strugpgle against racist op-
pressionsdebiveSfrOm-organisations defined in cne way or
another by ‘their origins in oppressed nations {demonstrated

by the solidarity and:support given to -struggles in the..

Third World) but the nmain struggle is concerned with conditions.:
of life here as the ‘immediate issue. In the course of this
struggle nev form$and aspects of national identity are de-
veloped reflecting -the fact that the struggle is not only a
struggle against racist oppression but a positive one for
national rights. o

13. The developnient of imperialism resulted in the
division of the wvorld into oppressor and oppressed nations.
The English working class is the working class of an o
oppressor nation and is thoroughly imbued with racist ideo- e
logy. This racist ideoclogy has been used to cenlist the )
working class onto the side of imperialism in its oppression
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o1p natlons. '$his also includes the ogpreésion of nati&hal
nlnorltles here. A 1aoour aristocr 1cy continuegtd ex1st
and ‘to ‘Be the main oc*al forcc p“ODOTlnC opportunluh in

the working class. mhe deep influence of opportunisn in ‘the
working class cannot, however, be explained uolely by the
ac*1v1ty of ‘the labour dristocracy U Still-less s ‘it suf<
ent to uay'that only a- sectlon of the worklnp ‘¢lass ="
'bour arlsuocracy - has been corrupted by .racism and’

*nperlallsm.

14, The prbuent aay social structure of England is built
on’ ;nperlangn, is bulLu on the oppression of natiocns, This
is hnot to say- that the whole of the Englloh w0rk1ng'clasu
‘has been "bought off" ‘that they are nc longer exploited.

:‘mhe worklnp class is otlll exploited by capital, but in

relation to the contradiction between the oppressed nations
and people of the world and 1nper1allsm, they are, temporarily
at least, in alliance with imperialism. This is why the -
racist oppression suffered by national nlnﬁrlty peﬁple here
does not corie only from the state and the ruling ‘class, but
also takes the forn of attdcks and insults on the 'streets

or in their homes {going as far as arson ‘and murder), of
collaboration by white worke”s with managenent to- maintain
ulscrlnlndtorj prdctlces in work pluces, actively organlslng
against black worketrs (e.g. Imperial Typewriters ‘and -
Hcathfle;ds), and constant failure to support black people

in their struggle against rac¢ist oppression
and for national rights. It must be recognised, however,
that racist attitudes -are nct held uniformly through- the
class. Therce is a spectrum which includes a thorbughly B
racist section, a middle section which has broken with racism
in somne respects, without being advanced enough to understand
and support such demands as free national aevelopmont' arnd
an advanced section which has seen through the lie of racism
and can unite with the national minority struggle against
their oppression. ' '

15...... Objetively, the working class and national minorit,
people face the sarie eneny - British imperialism, although
the working class struggle is still contained within the
paramenters of social democracy. British imperialism exists
on exploitation and ndtional oppression and struggles against
both of these are necessary to overthrow it. The majority
worhlnp class can be mobilised on the basis of the struggle
against its own exploitation and oppression by Dritish
1mper1a110n.4 Any un;ty between the two struggles nust start
from matual recognition of then, and particularly from '
najoority working class support for the struggle of natlonal
minority people for iroe national development. It is in ‘this
sense that the concept of a strategic alliance is put férward
- an alliance between the majority working class and the '
oppressed nationalities. This is the only way that the racist
ailiance can be broken and the struggle taken forwvard on -

& principled basis... Whilst many black organisations sée th
need to make alliances with the majority working class and
progressive vhite organisations, they always retain their
organisational autonony. "



&°

23.

o

nd the. oppression

16.  ZIreland is Briqéin's oldest. colony ¢
of the large Irish national minority here i based .on the
centuries-old oppressiﬁﬁjof the Irish natibnu‘fAﬁti7zrish
racism is deeply enbedded in +he English national .:consciousness
4s the struggle for national liberation in Ireland intensifies,
national oppression here increases and so does national
consciousness . and resistance by Irdish national minority people.
The struggle for liberation in Ireland is of qéntral importance
to DBritish imperialism. This is because of .mdny factors:

its long history;.the closeness of Ireland to:Britain; the
large national minority here and ofher factors _Herice the
close connections between the struggle in Ireland and DBritain
itself. Historically., Irish people have often: piayed a
leading role in working class stiruggles in this country.
Winning support for the national”demands of the Irish ipeople
among the majority wvorking class is a key task for communists.

. .:17. .  The increasing support,foxuﬁheuIrishmstruggLe;'and
our position in support of the.Repub lican Movement :has meant
_that we are.able :to, learn f£ron the. rich ideclogy: ofi republi-
Lcanisry as put forward by Connolly and others, which is a
””liviugﬁrevplutionary tradition in Ireland and is strongly
upheld by Irish people in this country.

18. . .. The nmaterial basis for: links between. the Irish and
the black: people's struggies is their compon dppressicn by
DBritish inperialism. In practice, the main black national
minority organisations were not slow to recognise the
operaticns of British imperialisn in Ireland and have long
supported the Irish struggle. - During the uprisings, black
vouth identified with the I.R.A. prisoners in the H~Dlock
sent e nessage: of support to the deuonstration against the
Nationality Act and Siin Fein Dritain is attemting to form
links with black organisations here. Such an alliance
between the nationally oppressed will pProvide - a’ ‘powerful
opposition to Dritish. inperialism and shows ‘clearly: the re-
voiutionary nature of ‘national:struggies: o SRR

19. The crisis of inmperialisn isg intensifying for the
Dritish ruling class. It seceks to establish again a strong

-position among-the inperialist countries by attacking the
living standards and democratic rights of the great majority
of ‘working ‘peopile living in Dritain. There. is a trend
towards fascism.and the struggles of the national ‘minorities
and  oppressed naticns, the women and the verking class are
‘taking. place in that context. . Dut the intensification of
the. crisis weakems the racist alliance between the ruiing
class and the majority nationality working class.. If policies
based on a correct political line are implemented, there are
£0od prospects of brealiing the English working class away
from pro-imperialist ideology step by step, and building the
strategic alliance.

20. As comunists, our central task is party-building.

We must uphold Marxism-Leninism-4ao Zedong Thought and use it
creatively. After the second World War, the predominant
trend in EBurope was for revisionisn to desiroy. the living
essence of Marxism, and this vas accompanied by:grewing
social chauvinism. Comrade Mao Zedong develioped Marxism-—
Leninism in the. course of Chinese revolution and
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in the struggle against Soviet revisionism and upheid its
revolutionary nature, It is Comrade Mao and other Third
World revelutionaries in Asia, Africa and Latin America who
have upheld Marxism Leninism, particularlyusing it to take
forward the national struggles of oppressed peoples and
nations against imperialista. We nmust learn from their Theory
and practice and link Marxism-Leninisw-Mao Zedong Thought
with the revolutionary traditions and ideologies that already
exist in this country. ?

BJ Self-criticisn

1 “The history of the RCL since its foundation in 1977 has
been complicated: having adopted the 'Manifesto' as our basic
political position, we took up the Zimbabwe campaign: we went
through sharp internal struggles and attempted a"’rectifiéation';
‘Gampaign; ve united with the CWM ' and the' BCA; held a -
historyiconference . and :a unity ‘conference ; attempted

to :adopt a major programmatic Gocunent and ended up with-
'Séction 7':at the 2nd Congress in July 1981 Since that
Congress, we have failed to make progress on the international
situation and continued %o struggle over contradictions in

our statertent at that time:. In this. period we have also .
changed from doing only :dhdustrial work to taking up Ireland
solidarity worl, anti-racist work and other broader areas

of work.

2. :There were -obviousiy many factors in these struggles

andd developments; tThere were positive and negative aspects

to our work; there were left and right errors. The central
theme, howeéver, has been the struggle against social-chauvi-
nism in .the RCL: the central political error was the social-
chauvinisia of the RCL's pulicy which comes out most cleariy

on its stand on Ireland annd on the struggle of black people
within this countryj both of which related t¢ our understanding
of Dritish imperialism, and the struggie against it, both
internationaliv and in this country.

3. ‘The history of the o0ld RCL and its:predecessor, :the
CFB{ML) * does not make up the vhole of the history of the
bresent RCL. Howcver the RCL was the dominant orggnisation
and .the: 'Manifesto' was the basis for unity with other. .
organisdtions.. In the course of unity with the RCL, in ..
Saue rcases a ‘relatively strong position becuaume subordinated
to the: ' 'Manifesto' as in the casec of the CUA and ELMLA:., <
The CWM and 3CA joined the RCL at a later stage and played
an important rovle in the struggle against social chauvinism.

L., ' One of the urgent: theoretical tasks wlich should-
have a high priority in the next period is for the RCL to
sum up scientificaiily its own history. - )

Eal -~
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¥ CFDR{(ML) The Communist Féderation of Britain (Marxist -
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Many questions need sorting out on the basis of = &good
self-criticism and sunmaing up of past work. In this docu-cnt
we pick out some of the nost important points.

5. . The 'Manifesto! only paid lip-service to the struggle
against DBritish imperialism. The principle of proletarian
internationalism, the need to support all struggles against
imperialisn, including Dritish imperialismy was not included.
Within this country, the main contradiction was secn as
between  the bourgenisic and the proletariat, and other

'contradictions‘were either ignored or subordinated by this.

The industrial working class was seen as the leading and main

-force for revolution and the effects of imperialism on class
‘relations within the coutry was not understood, The other

Sidé_qf this was that the 'Manifesto' ignored the sharpness
of national contradictions within the Dritish state. ‘The
struggle of black people was ignored, and that of the Irish
People, and the people of Wales and Scotland. The working
class wag linited to the industrial working class and’ the
on%yAimportant arena of mass work was the industrial work
piace. The Struggle for women's. liberation was ‘also
reduced to the struggle in factories.

6.; Ireland: in the 'Manifesto' the question of Ireland
came under the heading of national oppression within Dritain
and,in_the context of a general statement pointing out the
néed to "strengthen the fighting unity of the working class

of the working class of the Dritish Isles against the Dritish
monopoly capitalist bourgeoisie®. Ve did not Oppose partition
Specifically, and advocated buiiding the RCL in Northen
Ireland. We did not recognise the nature of the revolutionary
struggle Leing carried out by .the Irish people under the
leddership of the Republican Movement in Ireland, and openly
oppbseq.National,Liberation-organisations in 'Class Struggle!

7. A full criticism of old lines on Ireland is well
documented in the 'Irish Struggle', the CFB and the RCL'
printed in the Internal Journal.

8. The failﬁre to Supporf the struggle of the People of
Ireland, Dritain's oldest colony, exposed the RCL's anti-
inperialism as sham. It also showed our failure to learn from

‘the Irislh national minority people in this country who have

a history bothiof playingqan active role in working class
struggles in this country, and of support for the Republican
Movementsip_Ireland. o

9.  Black strugegles: In the 'Manifesto! the question of
national oppression or black people was reduced to a question
of 'double oppression! within the wvorking class, and the: '
struggle against it to one for unity within the working class,
Racism was seen as "the most serious. . . divisive ideological
tendency® and its importance vas that it was used to bring

in fascism i.e. it enabled the ruling class to oppress the
class as a whole. Ve only supported the struggie against
racism in as nuch as it served the struggle of the working
class as a whole. 1
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i0. The RCL was in fact ignorant of the nature and form
of ihe struggle against racist oppression. Although the
~struggle against the Iumigration Act and the need for self-
derence are mentioned, there was no understanding of the
history of resistance to racist oppression, the organisations
that biack people have built, or the revolutionary nature of
these struggles. '

11. ~ The question was reduced to .one -of winning working
class unity at tlie industrial work place. This ignored the
fact that the history. .of black people's ‘struggles was one
based miainly in the different mational communities and of
alliances between 'the different communities. Although -
black workers have ‘been at the forefront of many industrial
struggles; this lias not been the maiii arena for the fight
against racist oppression. - Tliese struggles have been agdinst
racist-oppréssion. and for ndtional rights: for example, ‘the
right to wedr turbans; for larguage teaching, ‘against depor-
tations, for the right to seif-defence etc. Racist oppres-
sion affects black ‘people drd it is they who have fought
back relying on: their own corimunities, often on a multi-
class basis; as the main force in the fightback.

12, ‘In the course of these struggles different organi-—
sations have been built to lead and coordinate the fightback,
usually based in the different communities. The 'Manifesto!
ignored the mneed for ihcépendent black organisations and - the
fact that'religihds and eultural organisatibons® have in some
cases become centres of resistance for biack people.

13, A blatant example of our chauvinism dates back ‘to
the CFL(ML): our attitude to the IWA(GD) at that time led
by Comrade Jagmohan Joshi, that we dismissed as a'cultural
organisation'. We ignored the leadership Comrade Joshi
gave to' the struggle against racisn, in'pbpularising 'Black
Power' in the struggle against Soviet Social-Imperialism
and imperialisia in general, and in support of revolutionary
forces'in 'Indiz. He wuas & leading communist who gave a
lead to all communisis, white and black, in the anti-
revisionisti movement and the struggle to rebuild the Marxist-
Leninist moveérient. -

14, Another example was our refusal to take part in an
"Anti Racialist National Demonstration" in 1976, saying that
we supported-it, bBut were too busy with other tasks.,

15. We would stress that these are just examples and
there is ruch we have to learn about the past and present of
black people's siruggles. ‘

16. - One result of these lines ‘was that we saw the RCL
beingin ' a position to icad these 'struggles:. ‘We did not !
uphold the need: for blaek-leadership and organisation. We
saw the RCL, a small mainly white organisation, with no

understanding of the ‘struggie ag being able to take up a
leading role. ' .

17. in the section on "Racism" in the 'Manifesto' para'
22, we put on the same levei white racism and narrow bHlack
nationalism'., For an organisation of mainly white comrades
to target narrow nationalisnm ciearly denwistrated Qur
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chauvinism. We had an incdvrect understanding of the struggle
against racist oppression, we negated. the whole Black

Power Movement and demanded that the oppressed changeé :their
attitude towards their oppressor.

18. 4 clear demonstration of the application of these
lines is found in 'Revolution' Vol. 3.3. August 1978. In
an article "Firmly establish the Factory = Cells" two dif-
ferent factories were discussed. One factory has a'high
level of class consiousness and is well organised from the
trade union point of view." The exampié given is of workers
uniting to defend a worker who i victimised. This is a
iarge factory apparcntly with a work force of mainly white
men. . Another factory 'is.described which has a'work force
consistinug of mainly national minority women workers. The
article says:" They were also’ prepured to tvalk abgut-a wide
range of subjects like racisn,-liberation struggles in
Africa and some had read about China, and the achivements

of the Chinese peopie under socialism....later wheh leaf-
letting started some of the national minority women workers
were prepared to read them on the basis of what they =aid,
as opposed to rejecting thet on the ground thatithey'were
"Communist propaganda", This section of the,workforce is
certainly not backward. They are among the most solid of the
middle ¢lements." The implication is that the work force

at the first factoryis more advanced because of its unity
in relation to trade union consciousness. The workers at
the second factory are defined as -'middle eleuents'‘even
though it is cleéar that on a general understanding of imper-
ialism, they are in advance of those at the first'f?ctory.

19. Criticism of  these lines came from lany cgmrades as

"we-bega1l to understand how incdorrect they were: °The RCL

took up a position of making ARAF work its 'second priority’

.aftﬁr industrial work. At the time there was agreement on

the importance of tliis arca of work but the cdebate about
relation between national and class struggle was only
touched on. Since then the struggle between differén:
iines has continued. In +the course of this struggle new
position have developed. Two incorrcct views emerged which
have in the main been defeated: that the struggle against
racist oppressibu is a peripheral issue; that we define

the struggle against racist oppression in term of opportu-
nist mainly whitéé;ed organisations such as the ANL.

20, The line on women adopted by : the RCLjin'ﬁhe Manifesto
was idealist and eéconomist (see criticism in'Oétéber I,No.2)
In the prevailing ¢ontext of cdogmatic insistence on the
primacy of industrial work, it reduced the, struggle for
women's emancipation to the struggle of women workers for
equal pay. This line effectively stifled development of
either theory or practice on women's struggles. Three years
later, this was recognised in the RCL, History Conference.,

and the VWomen's Cbmmission was subsequently set up, "to ’
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trengthen our line and. practice". At the KCL 2nd Congress,
_marker resolution was passed without discussion. Thus
he history of the RCL has been, at best, one of paying lip-
service to the' question of women, both in term of developing
a policy and line, and of carring out education internally.

5
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21. Industrial base~building line: Following from these
positions the RCL tbok a decision to concentrate excliusively
on rass Work in factories. Previously the CFB(ML) had taken
part in anti-ilhpérialist solidarity work (Indochina and
Palestine); Ireland solidarity work{(TOM) ; ARAF work and
work in the women's movencnt. - S

22.  There vere positive aspects to this decision: It

was a break in the practice of the 'left' wlio took trade
union Bureauctats to be the working class and represented

a desire to go 'lower and deeper into the masses'. It:'-
répresented an attempt to tiansform the class nature of the
RCL, - Dut after five years Of,implemehting_? policy of cell-
building;, we cin sece from practice that it has failed.We have
only tichilised a few workers' té'the M.L. movement’ ahd for some
time now the RCL has been devotbng fore resources to ARAF and
Ireland solidarity work. It hné been a misuse of our limited
cadre resources at this stage’ and vne efiect un'individual
comrades has been serious and far reaching and need summing
up. Most intellectual comrades who volunteered for-basc-
buiiding were not used well. Most du,not'WOrk in industry
now, and’'scme have moved away from the RCL aitogether.-.

23. 5‘The founding of the RCL on the baéis of the 'Manifesto!
was marked by a high level of unity and great optimism about
our abhility to build a now communist party in this country.
The cracks appeared verv soon. -The struggle. to develop a
correct line has taken manv twists and turns.’ As we. have
argued,’ the main aspect of this has been a struggleé against

the RCL's social chauvinism.

24.  The RCL has beén bogged down in a futile debate

about fhe'relatiunshipfbétwgen theory and practice, and has
drawn up néchanistic formuias at various times such as
"theory is primary over practice", or "practice’ is ‘now
primary oveér theery, but theory is stiil important." The RCL
has done littie work on elucidating the nature of Markist
scientific method, the dependence of theory upon practice

or the derivation of theory from practige. Our lack of
understanding of this question has been invimdtely bound up
with the wav in which the basic errors of the old CFB were
vallegédly;td'be renedied. The jphetorical attitude to building
leadership ensured .that theory became the province of the

- Central Committee and that the rank and file merely put thés

© theogy into practice, It institutionalised the divorce
between theury and practice. The simultaneous camipain against
intellectualism ensured that those comrades who voiced dis-
sent or wanted to widen the scope of thinking ih the crganisation
were classed as deviationists, s
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25. Jasis for change: In surming up this history we have
to understand the relation between struggles within the RCL
and outside it. The basis for change is in’ the struggles
carried on inside the RCL fpf.ahgeﬁeral coprmunist position.
Tvents outside the RCL, particularly the Hunger Strike in
Iréland_and the development of black struggles culninating
in the uprisings in 1981, ‘were the conditions for change as
they showed.upvsharply the failure of the RCL to understand
thévreélity of the wvorld around us and support the struggles
of the most oppressed. The struggle over unconditionai :
support for the Republi an?M@Nement in Ireland was long and
corplicated but the 2nd Cougress marked a major change in

the RCL!s pousition on Ireland.’ The social-chauvinist line
had been discredited by then. Dut’ the debate on tlie national
question in this country was only beginning to be -opened up
throughout the RCL at the time of the second congress. . .
Events such as the.Black Peopk's Day of Action and the
uprisings of 1981 caused siruggles and debate,; and at the
same time theoretical work was béing undertaken. It was.

a serious mistake of leadership for the CC not to concentrate

on this struggle immediately after the Congress.

i

APPENDIX A

RESOLUTION T0 CONFERENCE ON QUESTION OF.WOMEN.

a) We must irecognise *that the HCL upto now has paid only
ilipservice to the question of women's oppression., The
struggle for women's emancipation must become a vital part

cf the RCL reorientation,Cgmrades_assigned~to the women's con. —
maission must be enabled to make the develiopment of line gz '
priority, and in turn the women's commission must ensure

that it educatesthe RCL as it goes along. It is imperative'”
that the theoretical work gets done. Mass work amongst
women should be accorded a,priority, and more attention

should be given to the aspect of vomen's oppression in all '~
our aieas of‘work.J;fW L )

b) All wonmen are:uppressed as women'undér'imperialisﬁ;Jbut
thenclnzcs position of a winority of worien, and the fact that
they are wliite, far cutweighs the significancé of their op-'
pression .as women. ~ Where the opportunity arises, women
congiides should make it a priorityjtd“engdge in'strugglés

of women against their own oppression, primarily amongst
those who are most oppressed: those ' whtse oppression ig "
compounded with class and national oppression. Womenta_fight
against their oppression takes nany forms: Their role as the
main piliar of the fanily puts them in the front line of
confrontation with the state in the ferm of the S.S., housing
education. Doth as individuuls and in organised ways, women
resist male violence. We cannot give a blueprint for what
form such struggles will take - 2l1 comrades should be alert
to the possibilities and recognise the significance of such

struggles.
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¢) 'The question of struggles against women's oppressiocn and
:the‘general anti-imperialist struggles cannot be separated.
There are many exampies 6f their interrelationship. e.g. in

the struggle to banrdepoprovera, there are aspects of struggles
against women's oppression and against hational'oppreSSion,
since the women whoe mainly have DP forced on them are Third
world women. In the struggle against the immigration laws,
where « voman is the target, there is an aspect of women's
oppression as well as the contradictions between national
ninority people arid the state.

d) Further, because of vomengexperience of the state, there
is a basis for them to relate more easily to the oppression
suffered by national minority people.

e) 1In the industrial struggles, women's exclusion from
slcilled work; the nore "organised" séction of industry and
from "equal representation” in the trade union fnovement,
also reans their relative exclusion from consolidated op-

portunism,

f) In all mass worlk, comrades should pay far more attention
to the aspect of wonen's Oppression, and to understanding,
supporting and developing the role of women in the struggle.

£) As we carry out this work, we will find allies amongst
sections of the women's Lnovement, '

APPENDIX I3.
RESOLUTION ON THE PBACH MOVEMENT.

The aégression of the two Superpowex's puts the whole world
in danger of war in which the added destruction ¢f nuclear
veapons and their long term effects 'would almost certainly
be brought about. The people of the first and second werld
countries are reacting angrily to the threat of nuclezr -
var with growing anti-war movements in Zurope, North America
and the Soviet Gloc., Thesec movements vary in their political
developrent, and in particular in their attitude towards the
oppression of the Third World by imperialism and the super-
powers. The RCL should support and be involved in the
peace movement. Investigation and cdebate should be organised
around three issues: -

1. Unilateralism; 2. The different forces within the peace
movenent; 3. Who should be the main target — the two super-

povers togethér, or the USA?



Recognising the importance - of struggling against all forms
of ‘oppression and endorsing all forms of struggle against opp-
ression is a hallmark of the political activity of Marxistw
Leninists. What is as important is adopting correct and spec-
ific means of fighting that correspond to those oppressions.

This:is ‘especially relevant when tackling the dual: oppression

ofﬁﬁomen”and-natiqngl minorities. Otherwise there is an
evasion of the poliitical conclusions necessary to rectify those
particularggual.nppressionsgthus hampering the progress to a
classless society. . , R 1

That unidéerstanding forms the starting point for this:article
In criticising the line of the Revolutionary Comminist ‘Group (rRCG)
on black people in Britain and their role in the ‘revolutiohary
stiuggle for the sociaiist revolution; we focus on Issue .3 of
'Revolutionary Communist', the last issue of the RCG'sS' theoret-
ical journal to appear. The main“afpiglé“was‘dévdféd'ﬁp#ﬁrhe
struggle of the oppressed in Britain ‘dgainst racism and‘imper-
ialism" - (R.C. 9.p:i1). Although published in the Summer:i.of 1979,
the discussion article "Racism, Impeérialism and %the Working Class"
remains. . the most complete statement of the political basis the
RCG sees: for an anti-racist movement in Britain; it also laid the
fbuﬂdations'for a :line eventually endorsed in the RCG's Manifesto

published in 1984.

. Many points and arguments criticised in the RCG's line have
appeared in the League's own newspaper, 'Class Stfuggbef,fbecause
"for a considerable period 'Class Struggle' did not 'promote our
collective viewpointy, but a view that was held by the editor of
the paper." (CS Vol. 8 6/7 July/August 1984 p.2) Thus,
in a real sense these criticisms are relevant to wider questions
of reorientation debated within the. league.

* Inevitably the criticisms of the RCG's article involve
presenting the arguments for a perspective that the League upholds.
This Perspective has become known as “tFree National Development!'-
(previous public explanations: of’ the strategic alliance it
. entails are to be found in OCTOBER Vol.1 no.1 - 'The Struggle
~of National Minority People and the line of the RCL!' - and Vol.i
no.2 - 'Rapisms'National‘Oppression and Free National Development ')
While the League makes no pretence of having examined ali the
questions concerning the oppression of national minorities in
Britaing nor of having exhausted' the subject, Free National
Development is part of the programmatic task facing us as
revolutionaries in Britain. . It forms part of a developing cont--
ribution to our endeavours ‘to shoot the arrow of Marxism-
Leninism at the target of revolution in Britain (to pParaphrase

Mao Zedong).
' The laws of dialectical development make any detailed

prediction of exact plans for the future idealist. In advancing

the principles inherent in the Free National Development
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stance, we recognise that our theoretical understanding and
analysis:vill beccme nore specific, profound and detailed
as it is subject to the corrective of practice. This is to
be expected if our efforts are to be rooted in an objective
and historical analysis of the.contradictions that sre
confronted in the on-zoing developnent of working class and
national minorities' struggles. Those whose theory and
practice of revolutiocn are little more than a dogma present
the case that the national question must always be seen. as
subsidiary to the cause of revolilution. Dut they aréfépswering
the wromg question. ' -

As an organisation the League does not romanticise or.be-
little the. tasks before us. in preaching, sermon like,
vorkers unity, tlhe argument often concentrates exclusively
on the use of racism to divide the working class or on the
racist ideas of white workers, reducing the struggle for
working class unity to either self interest or a liberal
appeal to conscience and mqrél;tya In doing either the
revolutionary thrust ‘of nationai minority struggles ig, . =
denied. o _ L

The appeal to help the "underprivileged minorities®. ...
reinforces the approach that national minorities should be:
uplifted into the mainstream labour rnovenient; that isj. trade
unions. DBut for practical reasons alone, a working class ::
inbued with the prejudices of chauvinist patriotism and .«
racism reqires nore than a few formulas on workers unity. -

Such an appeal blurs over the differences between the -
working class and mnational minorities. And in doing so .
side--steps the historical necessity involved: the right of
the multi-national working class to be free of national as
well as class oppression. This is a demand that has been
developed in numercus struggles, on the initiative of the'
national minority people themselves. To exclude this demand
from the revolutionary programme is a fatal :_act of chah%ihism.

Part ‘of what is at stake in the struggle agains vacism’
is the unity of the multi-national vorking '‘class. This '~
unity: can only be built by addressing the’ contradictions
within the class, the resolution of which is.the irecogniti
by white national majority of the right of the oppresseéd °
national minorities and support for their just Aemands! "’ .

A consistent element in the political consciousness and
activity of black national ninorities in britain-is their’
invoivement with the strugglies of their countries: of rorigin; .
witness the denonstrations of Southall's Sikhs at  the assas si-
nation of Gandhi, the vote for Kashmiri defendants in T
Dirminghan's iocal e¢lectiens and the composition of those =
who demonstrated at the U.S. invasion of Grenada. Such a
point-need not be laboured when so many national mincrity
communities contain nunerous specific organisations basew on
nationality. These.national elements are also reflected in
so many struggles, not just against state racism, but in
relation to demands concerned with their own culture and
language: for instance, Rastafarian prison rights, black
educational orientation in schools, mother tougue teaching.
(see National Freedom CLASS STRUGGLE 7.5 May 1983).

Superficially thesc elerients, and their national character

PhoaATE NI
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are recognised in the article in 'ReVolutionary Communist 9
when it atates that:
"The raciswm and racial oppression within Britain today

1s a particular form of imperialist oppression., It is
form fakken by pataonalfoppresslqn within xhe:g
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than a study and analy51 which results in the development

of principles and bremises. Take the RCG's use of the

term 'black. and immigrant workers' throughout its publications;

the avoidance of the term 'mational minorities!' is not a

aatter of -semantic niceties,it reflects a basic theoretical

position. Quite clearly the RCG ascribes to black people

in Dritian a particular functional role in the domestic labour

market. A great deal of empirical data is used in a mech-
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-~ authers.,

the,splution to that;of: vanirting: two  cllass Practionshi i
pell ow 'ﬂthﬁYibe@lthe ‘sirthation thatils oy
Labmghite one“b tiof’ E 5 ‘wor'iﬁg
ou ’“nﬁipfant‘worherg faéémldlocrlnﬂnatlon, face raplst
assault and face the state’s attack, the other: section -
vi-tWhite workersridhas not yeto cometol their JSSlstance.
This meansixhe dlsvnmtygrthe~~r b {ﬁ & ~*the work1ng

class." (p. h3)
The political basis for the unity of the class proves to

be little more Lhan a rchash of the traditional r901pe
of the Dngllsh left. Its core is the line that in the

}
,»r'T.-'“: Fr.nl\}

class <! bla&'”aqd
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struggle for an anti-racist unity as part of building \
the graater unity of the working class for socialist rev-
olution, it is solely as workers that black people. .seek
liberation: equality and full democratic rights to .obtain
an education, get a job and bhave a decent living.

However the facts do not fit this argument as neatly
as some would want us to believe. It is not true that
national minorities' struggles are immediately and dir-
ectly ‘bound up with the strugglee of the working class,’
The struggle against national oppression in Britain is
a movement of rany classes, a reflection of the objective
position and éxperience of national minorities in this
country. There are specific commuhity struggles that
cross class boundaries within these communitiesy such
as the struggle for Tslamic provisions in education,
the endeavours to send relief to Poland, and most
conmonly, the resistance to state deportations. Even
the industriaily based struggles of national minority
:Workers have not been closely iinked with the overall
strugegle of the working class and labour movement
institutiois . in ‘' Britain , even when shared industrial
conditions; such as ‘at latfield's , provided a material -
basis for unity in struggle. ‘ :

The :daily experience. of petty racist practices
institutiornalised. in the state machinery, ard end-. -
orsed by the majority natiomality!s individual racism
and indifference,. is the background in relation to.
whi¢h @ 'national minority  connunities often have a .
greater' degrée of unity and solidatity - in spite of
class’ antagonism - - than national minority workers
have with class brothers and sisters in the dominant

nationality. National oppfession acts to weld comm-
unities together in resistance against that opp-
ression. The RCG position, in common with the vast

najority of the political lefty, avoids any consider-
ation of the specific oppression which was previously
identified as the. reproduction of national oppression,
The cardinal question that national oppression is the
bourgenisie's systematic suppression of nationalitic¢s
- economically, politically, socially and ideologic— =
ally -.  is not addressed. The RCG's reply to -

'What do we get from oppressed nations?!

is. - A L
"a racialiy_oppressed stratua of the working cldégh
(p.31) | "

This -transformation is achieved by a reasoning
that allows for the structural unity of the working

class despite fractionalisation on the basis of racial
oppression. _No trace here of a national - element to
impede -
"the real issue facing the working class, that of
building an anti-racist movement against the British
state. " (p.9)
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ECONOMIC DETERMINISM

Imparting certain specific characteristies to immigrant labour,
which is so central to the RCG anaiysis, is close to perpe-~
tuating the racial sterevtype of the"backward® immigrant,

with no formal education, no knovledge of industrial society
ete., This theme runs through the main soumes on which the
,article draws; so we have the influential Casties and: Kosack
talking of immigrants coning fron communities with a pre-in-
dustrial mode of existence in which the

"  hours and rhythrs of work have .been determined by the
seasons and the natural needs of plants and animals " (s.
Castles & Kosack, Immigrant workers and the class structure
in Western Europe - Oxford University Press 1973 p.43 )

and the fiction that imnigrants are unused to formal rules,
and so on. Casties and Kosack's analysis defines the immi-
grants empirically, as young, unac¢companied men.in the’ prime
of their working lives with the particular aim of earning
money and therefore cheap for Capital. These specific
characteristics enable imnigrants“to be cxploited in a
specific way, and immigrant *abour is seen as somehow
external to imperialism but able to contribute to the donie-
stic development of an. imperialist economy. The RCG article
does. not take on board the last point . It recognises that:

" forced out of the oppressed nations by the poverty and
starvation imposed by inperialism, immigrant workers and
‘their descendants have Decorie a super-exploited section
‘of "“the working class. Oy this process imperialism has
sown the seeds of its own destruction: " ( .FRFI 124 Sept.

'".1_98:"1'_ pt. )

But it has taken on aspects of the Castles & Kosack approach
in an uncritical way. National minorities demands are an
elerent in the wider class struggle against Capital, but
they cannot bg deduced sinply from the: position of nationail
minorities within the labour process. . The RCG article falls
into an empiricist position which detracts from the nature
of the oppression to which black national ninorities (along
‘with other national minorities ) are subject.. A.crude
economic determinisnm colours their analysis as if.a pure
undefiled unit of labour abgtracted from the mesh of .
countervailing social influences actually existed: theirs
is the academic desire for the sameness of the statistic,

The Dritish Left's andlysis is coloured by the prescri-
ptive assumption that the immigrant has entered a class
position that is obscured by the emphasis . on racism, . . -
Because racism is secn as a functibnal.Utility, the .means
to the realisation of ruling class interests .- that of-
dividing class forces - the means oftackling intra-class
antagonisn is Seen as a united class oifensive against
Capital's rule. The distribution of enphasis throughout
the RCG's argument is on the need for unity because:
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W' The basis fer creating real polltlcal unity is the recogn-
ition .that the working class the oppressed people in Dritain
Have a common interest in overthrowihg the Dritis’ imperialist

Sudte. " (RC 9 ’l‘,‘j )

This finds expression in the slogan ‘'one struggle one
fight ' implgng a convergence of struggles. Thus -the RCG
analysis remainsin the left's framecwork that either liquidates

the national elerient in national ninority utruggles or tries

to poritray 1t as rea1ly a class struggle for socialisn.
This theoretical model falls in error on many vital issues,
and, throuph a narrow econcmistic *nterpretatlon, seriously

fails " tn challenge the ideological hegemony of imperialism.

The general strategic thesis on ‘the funaanental ‘contradi-
ction Between Capital and Labour 1 not repldced by the
conurldlct4on betWeen the nationa 1 minorities and dominant
nat10nal*ty in Irltaln. Dioth of these contradi ctions arose
out of the devnlopnent of imperialism as a world system, and
one should not sever the inter-—connections.

A dialectical materialist appraisal of these contradlctlons
does not posit a fractured picture of the reakity of
inperialist exploitation. The conjuncture of class struggle
can no longer validly be analysed or understood by looking
at the internal econonic worklnpu or social formatlons of a
specific society 'but must be studied at the glooal level of
the imperialist worLa systen. Dcfln*ng racism in term of
the furiction performed for the dOﬂPuth *noerlallot econonmy
loses sight of the fact that racism devel oped as,‘ﬁnd still
remains, the ideological concomitant of inperialisn's

oppressicn of nations.

Fer natlona¢ mlnorltv people in this 1nper1allst SOC1ety,
ra01 11 oppreSulon 10 the h1pest and most vicious form of
atlonal oppr 1on. It is not ueparate from natlonal appres-—-
ion - it is 1nt1nately bound up with it and consequentlally

“requlres the rcso;ut*on -of the natlonal question as the bhasis

for its renoval If the ques tlon is posed whether class
oppresulon precedes racist oppression as the determlnuug
factoré it is a good chance that one seeks an ans wer, waich
can proyve both arbitrary and putually éx clu51ve.b Th;s is
fine for those who wish to invoke their d031red conclusion
which tooc often purports a class cons ciousness devoid of the
racist reality of Dritain, It gives no indication of a need
for qu111u1t1ve rupture with the opportunlsf practices, the
v1rug'of cultural-uuprenacy and national arrogance engendered
by over a century of Dritish inperialist rule. Such a one
dinensional. 'worlerlst' approach is essentially an arpument
based on the prem1sg that national minority, oppression is
a result of th¢ . function and position of the national
minorities. W1th1n the labour market. Conscious actlvlsfs in
class batt*es, in. _confronting the reality of a decayin
imperialist SOClOuY such as ours, recognise that a bredk from
Such an analysis is a task specified by the needs of revolu-
tiovary advance.. The fetish of fitting all phenomena
within the parameters of the Labour/Capital contradiction
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leads the RCG to eF"dLCate the specific oppression of black
people and; in grchlce, to portray it as part of a general
offensive against ~dengderatic rlghta.lAAs the ‘article in
' Revolutionary Conmun*st 'Y arpgues the ruling class

" has launched' a systematic offcnsive against this oppres-
sed section of the working clas To ‘achieve success in their
caim of defeating black and 1nn;grant vorkers the Iritish
capitailists are relying on thcre being no united working
claﬁﬂ'utruggle against racism ,... If they succeed in that
. ain - they will be capable of disuniting the working class
struggle anU 80 lay the basis for defeating the whole working

‘class., v ( RC 9 ph3 )
THE ‘BLACK VANGUARD

Seeing - only a strat tegy for the ruling class to pick one section
off at a time, the racist wedge in working class unity is
the RCG's principaZ™ conplalnt, enphasised throughout’ the
ar*iclé. Such a line negates any intrinsic vaiue or ‘autonony
in the struggle for national r1ghtu.' Such national: mlnorlty
struggles are seen’ as inportant beoause they 'can be utilized
in radicalizing the white working ciass, as FRFI has stated.
" it dis they, the bLlack vanguard, who,e experience and
exanple. - w111 explain the issues to the rest of. the working
class. " { FRFI ) No. 4
The revolutionary Commmmnist Group ‘would have seemed to have
progressed a long way fron their foundlnp statement of
October 1974 with its- single mention of "immigrant ;dbour"
-( our tasks and Methods Revo‘uslondry Communlst Reprints
No. I, RCT August 1979 p11 ) But the enphasis placed on
‘those least implicated in the old traditions reflects the
RLG' birth na arks; as the Revolut¢onary Opposition, inside
(now s.W. P) Far fron resting on the economic determi-
nlst ‘basis bhdt colours the RCG' perupect ve, the line with
'regard with vouw black workers could be mistaken for the
inverse of" the conclusions of bour5001u criminal sociology
vith its almost pathological fear of pstreet unrest.

) In its endeavours to defend vorking class unity agdlnst
bourgecis and separatist 1de0*og1co,»the article raves the;
" way for 1gnor1ng any commmunity res )0nsﬂ;and the spe01f1cij
oppression of natlonal minority communities. ' Tt refuses. to
Bsee national ' m*norlty people in any- context other: than_as
'advanced worlkers 's. Alprime example of thls,approach was .
contained in FRFT’;=reporuage on tke Dlack People’s Day of
Action (FRFT 9 March/np "l 1931 ) .Headlined +3lack Workers
on the Marchr thc“report conCLuued- TALL truexrevolutlonarles
and communisis will see the res istance of the youth as a
splendid example of revoiutionary worklng class: means of
fighting oppression. -uFar from needing to'excuse' it we
rejoice that one qoct on of the working class in-on the road
to revolution." (FRFI 9 p5) The transfdrnatlon in ternlnology
to proxy v1ccor10uvof ‘black worLeV", nay oldck youth, flghtlng
as the vanguard of vhe: class singies:. ouf_one setlon of national
nlnorlty connun-tlos‘ﬂTtnouph the entire conmunlbles are
ffected by the national oppression 1nposeﬁ by an imperialist
state. I

Not content W1th arguing that the fundamental class
character of.natiocnal ninority struggles stemns from the over-
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whelming working class composition of those communities, the
RCG article argues that black people have utilized riore
advanced forms of class struggle and broken with respectable
political tradition. It is part of a process that presents
the case that the class demands of black people (!) are
revolutionary and that their national demands are not.

This neatly dovetailswith the RCG's analysis of & labour
aristocracy in Brituin { a position stated in D.Reed's
restatenent of Lenin's position in FRFI 27, March1933 ;

" Marx and Engels : the Labour Aristocracy, opportunism and
the British Labour Movement " )y with its nechanical adoption
of Lenin's advice " to go lover and deeper to the real masses
»+.. not affected by 'bourgcois respectability' ", The

tremendous potential of the working class for change has
been crippled by decades of class collaboration, and divisions
within the class are given prominenpe by the RCG. indeed,
the polarisation of class forces " between the privileged
stratea of the working class on one side and the growing
ranks of oppressed vorkers on the other . " ( FRFI 33 Oct./
Nov. 1933) is ever prescnt in their analysis. However in
the applitation of this understanding the RCG identify the
revolutionary potential of black beople as that emanating
from their status as vorkers, or nmore specifically as
~ "people of rno property" : the unenployed, the youth elements
‘ paking up the vanguard that will drawv in other sections.
The English left's traditional commitment to specific striig-
gles have contained a dominant ciement, an assessnent of that
struggle's relative social utilivty. For the RCG :
" The only revolutionary strategy today is to work. among
the most oppressed sections of the’WOrking:class to build
an anti-imperialist, anti-racist movement which can
destroy the infiuence of the labour aristocracy over the
vworking class.as a whole. " FRFI 33 )

CLASS STHUCTURE OF NATTONAL MINORITIES

The article's judgement that rational minorities have
been in gencral integrated into the social relations of
production in the Lritish class structurc avoids acknowledg-
ing - that their relations with the majority nationality
remair Dboth distant and generally uneasy. The marginalisa-
tion of national minorities by a bourgeois definition of
" ethnicity " has provided an alternative, but equally
reactionary set of racist stereotypes which reduces the
national oppression of dynamic communities to the need .
for -an'equal rights' policy.

The article emphasises the state's atterpts to buy off
middle class rembers of the national minorities . The
‘atteupt to subvert resistance into organized channeéls” of
couplaint by provision of state-funded resources to cultivate
aliegiances is indeced a dangerous theat to the solidarity
of an anti-racist resistance not only that based in national
ninority>organisations but aiso that of the procliaimed anti-
racists in the dominant nationality. The attention paid
to ihdividuals co-opted by the state as "spokemen", to act
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as "professional moderators of the struggle" , as they are
described in the RCG Manifesto, underpldys the resisiance to
national oppression as a naterial cial force. The intention
of the Dritish state to create -a black profess1onal raiddle
class; to create an interest in the imperialist systeéni : o
cores up against the racist reality that hems in any ddvance :
the State could not prov1de enough subsidies or enployment to
defuse the resistance %o state racism. As that oppression
1ncreasps, more amd more are. drawn 1nto the strugclc against 1t.

Cldes dlfferentlatlon w1th1n nat10na1 nlnorltV'communltles
is expected iy, Lut rcference to the dlsproportlonate number cf.
middle class "1mm1granc nenberq of the Executive’ Commlttees \RC 9
P29) of CRCs is- hardly evidence of any serlous consideration of the
interaction of glasses W1th1n the naf10na1 nlnurlty communities.
The - compoqltlon of a '"speciai and oppressed stratum within
the working class" is one ‘drawvn’ froum skilled and unskilled
urban - workers, agricultural Aabnurerq, middle peasants and poor
bpeasants. . This is lost ‘in the catch-all réference to "Black
and TInmigrant workers", In terms of migrant labour from the
"New Commonwealth", the unskillied category C was abollshed by
the 1965 white Paper, whilst vouchers for other cate cgories
containing dgoctors, teachers, technologlcal graduates etc. were
1ncreused,'crcan1np of £ the sk1l ed dnd proies 1ondls from the
Third World.

The existence of dltferenr socio- economlc p051t10ns 1s a
feature of national minority commnAJtles, and it is evident,, ;that
the struggie. for leadership of these communltles does 1nvolve
different class forces. However since there 15 a dlstlnct fraction
of petty-bourgeois capital that arose pdrtly out of the specific
needs of. such communities, what should also be’ acknowledged is that
it has not been successful in enterlng Brltlsh Imperialism' 8 it
stronghold of wealth , to exercise social pover. over,. :the, national
minority working class, iet- alnne the worktng class as. a;whoie.
In Britain's rac¢ist uOClety, in whlch racism was, and remains an
element in the .construction of a class ﬂTllance (howcver transitory)
the shopkeerer, small manutacturer, food 1mporter, and :religious
hlerarchy have Jjoined in defence of their connunltles. This -
impite of the cnntradlctlons w1th1n that community. This .is
demonstrated time aftcr time in dntl—deporf't1on campalgns,
and even though no ‘one-'is protected bv their class p951t10n"
if they are from:a national minority communlfy, the. RCG, along
with the rest of the British Left, maintains that immigration,
controls whilst 1nhcr9nt;y TdClSt s is one of the maJor ways

" byzwhich‘the state’ nan;pulateu and controls this section
of the worklng clasv". (RC 9 p18)

The assumption of an entity termcd "black and 1mm1grant labour"
totally devalues the existence of’ national. mlnorlfy comrmunities-
with d11fnrent duration of seut;enent, peographlc concentratlon,
generational structureu etc. T :

In the RCG's .examlnatton oI 1mm1grat10n, people fron
the Third Worid are: glvpn a very ahistorical treatnent :Thev
are prcsented W1thout a hlstorv or suggestlun of contlnulty.

T
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What is missing ake: those important: dimensions of an anti-
imperialist -history and: eulturé. :The concept of -a long. |
indépendent historical tradition of national mincrity re-.
sistandé”in anti-coionialist struggles, providing an in-.
spiration for strugglies in Dritain is: absent:in the RCG's
understanding. Instead national minorities, . particulariy

the youth " showed spontaneous anti-imperialist consciousness"
(FRFT4"p3 ).. The lack of eoven passing reference to- third
World Theéoretical or political traditions as-providing any
political-babis reflects rore than Just a passing contimpti.

BT

PERPETUATION OF RACISM

Since .the mid-sixties innigration controls have been
overwhelmingly targeted upon the flow of depénqants; The
1965 TUC General Council report expressed concern #about,. :
the nunbers of New Comrionwealth Imnigrants bedause.. S
" ...progress towards their integration is in some dspects :
being reversed uas the numbers becore large enough to con- .
stitute an extension of their previous enviroments and lead
towards their sextlérment as a serics of corranities. " ., D
(Miles R & Phizakelaa A. - the TUC, Dlack Workers & New
Commonveéalth Immigration 1954 ~ 73 CSRRE paper 6 1977 p17)
That readtiondry concern to promote ‘assimilation has found
its*éché‘in the Left's attitude that it is a united c¢lass .-
offéusive against Capital that will end all -manifestations

i

.1+ 9f racisr. To state that thore is "a distinct oppressed -
istratun" (ikC-9 pl2) and then offer no specifi¢ remedy other

than ynite and fight against a common enery of ‘an imperialist
bourgebisie-and its stute fails to grasp the nature of the
task facing communists in Lritain. . Not té recognize the. .
national :demands of oppressed nationalities is~t6_ﬁerpetuate
tlie chauvinisi that ‘has perpetually crippleduthe'erdluticnq.
ary moverients  in the imperialist countries..:Therdzis"nQ
understanding that the working class of an:ppP@eSsQrgﬁaficws
@ working class ‘that has been eniisted in thefpfqécséhof}the

B

subjugation and depreca.ion of the oppresséd'natiﬁn.‘gj,;,-

“The-nmain essence of -racism is not that it divides a' | .
nultinational working class (which is erpirically correct),
but that it was directed primarily at the subordinate classes
in ..the oppressor nations and has been a major contribution
to the ideological basis for working class supportiof
inperialism. The alliance, however. temporary, shifting
and contradictory, between the classes of the oppressor
nation directed against the'oppressed-nationalitieS-has-been
presented in’ the 'national interest' be it against:Polish’

‘refugees in the aftermath of the Sccond World Wor or the

acceptance of expelled KerYan Asians.. Whilg" it is true
that the Labour Aristocracy has been respornsable for the
strengthening of i chauvinism among the working class, with
Labour's' acconodation -to the development of Dritain's ' :.
imperialist ecéonomy, the Left has consistently: seen this as
an all-embracing explanation and avoided the need to confront
the racist and pro-imperialist idenlogy of the majority

working class.
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The recognition of this racist class symbiosis in terms
of an acquiescence alongside a s simultﬂneous;y,antagonistic
relationship between capital and labour is not to 'write off!
the vorking class or its ppﬁentia;_for,revolutiqnary advance
The ideological pqrmeation of the WOrking class_exists,
broughtfébout by an imperialist history and has its effects
upon internal political relations. Working class struggle
is aiready divided: rnutual recognition of complementary
Stbukglés'wiII‘adVdncé:freedom_fpom oppression. ~ Simply to

aéééﬁt;thatﬁbladk,pegplejare part of the class dies not
result in’ the working class beconing a uniforn vhole. 1In
fact it avoids tackling’ anyv question of the basis on which
principled and effedétive unity is to be built between the
najority working class and its most reliable allies, the
national minority in Uritain. This is to emasculate
Marxism as a scicnce of fevolution, te remove it from the
realm of the practice of revolution and strip it of its
ability to serve as'o'reliable guide to the revolutionary
process in Dritain. The unity of theory.and practice is best
served not by arguing against the role of class, but by
appreciating the dialectical force of national minorities
in Drifuin.as'expressed in the 'Class. Struggle' editorial
of September 19052: ' ‘

" Now the world crisis is "bring it all back home" -and
these world phenomena are imploded with increasing
force into the imperialist countries themselves., "

The importance of the revoiutionary nature of the
national question in Lritain finds no significance in an
article which takes as its base assuntion a sophisticated
variant of a widely held view on the Left, that of an
automatic structural unity of the working class in spite
cf factionalisatipn based upon racial oppression. " achieved
by the ruling class encouragment of discrimination® (RC 9

p22).

NATIONAL OPYRESSION AND SCOCIALIST REVOLUTION

The struggle of tlhe oppressed nationalities against the
British state, in essence, can only be_rqsulvedrthraugh
socialist revolution, becausec national . oppression.is an
inherent_feature of imperialism existcnce,and,canﬁonly be
elininated wvith the systenm'sdestruction. - The historical
exafple of socialist China and revolutionary Soviet Union
in Lenin's and Stalin's time have shown that socialist
revoliution opens the way to the liberation of pegples and
equality between nationalities. Lessons are. to be learnt
although speculation about the nature of the post. révolu-
tionary state is poﬂﬁless, What must be clear s the
need for a territorial component. The whole question of
national oppression in Britain is not reducible to the
right for provisions and rights in education,” language and
culture etc. It rust encomgpass all local questions concer—
ning the areas of national minority concentration.
The strategic alliance will not come fron denying specific
national elements in national minority resistance, hut by
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recognizing them as vorthy and positive factors.

‘There is ‘agreement with the RCG article that "the
struggle against rac+sn, the defence of black people must
bLe a necesgary and *ntegra; part of the struggle for
‘socialisn, (RC 9 p35 ) but it is not a ndtter -of the
"working class must de fend those suffeang \1b1d)
national minority c sopraunities have and are defendlng
themselves, nor is it that cceptance of the:revolutionary
road be made conditional on joint participation ;in anti-
racist utrugg;cs ‘as suggested in the article (RG 9. p30)

In the re-building of a genulne revolutionary. communist
party in Dritain; communist activity in building the:
strategic alliance is essential.,

While national divisions already exist in the works ing - class,
:the reconstituted nult1—nat1onaL communist party is not-
tbuilt by smashing pre-~existing forms of national mi inority
organlsatlons, arrogantly to 'feed off' them. Decause

“of the differing natuie and purpose of national minority
‘erganisations and the multi-national comrmunist party the
autonatic merger of the two shouid not be taken as read.
Given the double oppression of national minority working
class comrades, both class and national oppression, they
have a specific dynanmic role in the forging of the strate-
gic alliance.

Becausc the forging of this alliance is not sinply a

matter of struggie within the nmulti-national working class,
it is essential for a nulti-national communist party to
build the alliance between the working class and national
minorityes;‘anﬂ”tb Build working class unity as a predominant
element. Communists rmust unite in action with national
minority orgahisations regardless of whether any one
national miflority organisation within that alliance is
copnmunist led.

Corrrmunists from the dorniinant nationality have the
prime responsibiiity for taking up the struggle against
racism in the working class and winning the class to
support the national rights of national minorities.
Whiie the tendency to taii after mational minority natio-
nalism nay crerge as a pain deviation at times, a devi-
atlon to ‘be correctcd, the opp051tv tendency to tail. after
the deep rooted chauvinism and liquidate the national
element is overall the main danger, to combet . . The danger
of narrovw nationalism, as a vchlcle to estaplish an
exploitative dominance within national minority comnunltles
neans that the responsability to fight such bourgeois :
nationalism lies with national minority conmrades.

‘Today's cmbryonic cormunist forces can only strengthen
their grasp of the requirements of the revolutionary strug-
gle through integrating marxlan-ienlnlsm with concrete
conditions. 'The process of the. reqtlflcatlon of past
Euro-centric practice is not just a readjustnent, or
reorientation, it is participation in comnstructing genuine
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anti-imperialist politics on the basis of Marxism-Leninism.
The long stubborn and ruthless struggle against”opportunism,
reformism, social chauvinism, sexism, racism and all

imperialist ideologies is one of @he.nqcessqry %ond_tions
for preparing the pProletariat fér its victory. It hmay
involveé on the road to state power nistalzes and cdeviationist
errors. This is not a bad thing : #t can only be accomplished
against . the background of revolutionary practice. The
bPromotion of freec national .development is part of the
bProgrammatic work to aid that victory, by recognising that
the national question mist be cdnsidered;a part of the
general advance of the socialist revolut;on. That consi-
deration is absent in the RCG's article "Racism, Inperialism,
and the Working Class".
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The Oppression of Women: criticisms.of old lines
- Racisng National Oppression and Free National '’
Development
— On’ the Question of Uncond;tional Support for the
Repubiican Movement -. '
= RCLB.Policy Statementsgoﬁglrpland;and China
~--dThe Angio-argentian Wariand Impériaiism Today
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~Priced 50p + 22p pap
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THE 'KEY LINK' IN THEORETICAL WORK

The thesis which follows originated in an attempt to
analyse certain immediate problemns facing the RCL in 1984,
Since it was written, a number of comrades; both inside and
outside the League, ‘have taken its very sketchy analysis a
great deal further, It can thus be seen very much as a
first shot in a battle to understand and root out what we
believe to be a key deviation in’ the western Communist
movement,

It is our view that the key <o widerstaading the failure
of successive 'revolutionary!’ initiatives in the West lies in
the influence of EUROCENTRISM + Although this trend can be
characterized in a number of ways, its fundamental character-
istic is that it views the world from the standpoint of the
western 'Labour Mbvement','exaggerating the significance and
potential of the economic struggles of the western working
class and relegating to a, subordinate role the oppressed
nations and their struggles, This is not at all a question
of sentiment or morality. On the contrary, Underpinning

world today. This theory - the understanding and elaboration
of which is the subject of our current endeavours - has been
developed over a number of years by mainly Third World Marxists,
in particular Samir Aming, and it seeks to develop a model

for analysing contradictions on a world scale,

As Amin himself put dit: -

" "The social reproduction of capitalist society cannot
be understood by looking only at the internal economi.c
workings of the nation-states of the capitalist world
system. To be understood, social reproduction
involves the interference at the level of the state
in the economic regulation and application of the
class.struggleeeconomic laws dialectic not to each
nation state but to the system as a whole.,"

(Class and Nation, historically and in the current
crisis pP.3
If we accept this thesis then clearly the contradiction between
the developed imperialist world and the Third World (in Amin's

terms the 'centre' and the 'periphery') becomes not subordinate
or marginaly, but ‘the central theoretical and practiecal question

of our age.

The project to understand it is an ambitious one and may
well take months if not yearsy raising as it does fundamental
questions about accepted Marxist theory., [Rather than wait

for the fruits of our deliberations, we prefer now +o put
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forward these initial points in the hope that they may spur
on o+hcrq to take up this central theoretical struggle.

EUROCENTRISM and the HModern Marxist Leninist Movement

The hlstnry of the rodern Marxist-Leninist movement in
the West still avaits a scientific awpralsal HOWever on
some points we can agree.

The new communist forces vhich began to take .shape in Europe
and North America in partlcular aiter 1968 shared a number
of conmrion characteristics : -

*¥In the Sino-Soviet polculc they lined up with the
Chinese Comrmnist Party and it was the general line of
the CPC in the peri od which gave them their identity.

¥They marked a breal with revisionist tendencies which
‘were nore or less strongly established in.: the West Ly
the 1950s

*There were three (uestions of line which dendﬂzated them
rnost clearly from the revisionist parties

1) opposition to the capitulation to Western Imperialism
by the revisionist parties in the Imperialist countries
and the CPSU.

2) reaffirnation of Loninist theories on the State, the
class struggle and the need for violent revolution.

3) identification with and support for the' revoiutionary
natlonal liberation movements in the Third World.

In all of these aspects the ML rovenent was fundamentalily
correct.

There were also inherent woalnesses in the new parties
and organ+sat10nq, vhich were to affect them ‘411 .-to a greater
or lesser extent. In the first place they were none of
them proletarian parties or organlsdtlons. As the: Delgian
comrades of. ﬂhepartldu Travail de BDelgique have dointed
out, the modern ML moVverient in the imperialist countries
arose, funuanentaLly out of the radicalisation of the petty

- Dourgeoisie, in particular the intelligentsia. As- such

‘they were unstable e, and few if any cf then had any roots
among the maa ses.  A'lajor task of the young parties  and
organlsqtlons was the prole starianization of its meénbers
linked to the sinking of deep roots apong the massesi’

becondly, the movement - had a corron characteristic
of dogmatisn and se ctarianism. Subordinately this was a
refl ectlon of sonmec dogmatism in the positions of the CcPC
at this periocd. Fundanentally, hOWevor, it was because
the positions adopted by the MLs: during the 19(05 were
indeed adoptcd from the general 11ne of the CPC. ' 4s such
they were certainly correct, but they were also very
seneral and dbvtract positions. . This factor, combined

~with the petty bourgeois class character of the movement

led it into a number of extrenely dopmatlc and séctarian

v



‘positions in the late 60s and early 70s. Some- whom we
would now characterize as the lunatic fringe of Maoism -
have never changed from that idealized dreamvworld of
boldness, purity and. irreievancc. ‘Most partics ‘and
organisatiocns, hovever, particularly after the overthrow

of the Gang of Four in China, became conscious of the need
to make concrete and relevant the general theses they had
adopted in the (Os, Frgm the period beginning 1977/7; the
rnajority of ML organisations began a process of criticising
dognatism and sectarianism.

In undertaking this necessary taslk the riovement was

faced with a dilemma - a contradiction which had existed
at the heart of the modern ML movernent since its inception.
The nmost powerful strategic deviation for the communist .
novement in the imperialist countries has always been a
rightist, if not rbVlulonlut, tendency. More particularly
there Has existed in these countries a long term tendency to
adopt social chauvinist/social imperialist pogltlonq. In
Dritain this tendency is manifested most clearly in relation
te the communist movement's stand on Irelang, and similar

particular munifestations of 6001aL chauvinism tvan be seen
in respect of ‘most imperialist countries - e.g. in France
the . position on Algeria and Indo--China, in the US on the
Afro-american question. The roots of this are extremely
deep-seated and are to be found in the vhite- chauvinist
Burocentric istandpoint vhich relcgates to -a ﬁerlpher 1

or subordinate role the oppressed natios dnd their strug- .
gles, a standpoint which gained the upper hand in the
Communist rmovement after Lenin's death, including in the

Soviet Union.

The problem is thus an extremely important and deep
rooted onec, which we are oniy now beginning to understand.
The early ML novement of the (0s made a break with this
Burocentric tradition - in particulsr +Hrou *h its esnouss:
of the- Chinese Cormunists' analysis of the revolutionary

role of the 3rd World. However this break was only partial.
Forced as it was to define itsclf in relation to the revi-
sionist and social imperialist parties, the ML movemént often
viewed itself as returning to correct princdiples, in
particular as enmciated by Lenin and Stalin. This - the
politics cf the 'return' - combined with the movement's
1hhoront tendency tovards dogniatism meant that it was often
recreca tlng in more militant and 'revolutionary' form the
'ba51c&lly'hurocentr‘c theses of the revisionists s thus

espousing a form of nec-Trotskism, rather than aaoptlng

The revolutionary essence of thie new storm from the Bast.
VleWed historically we ' mnight say that the 'return to
pr1n01ples' was a necessary qtage to demarcate the new
movement from the capltu*atlonlst politics of revisionism
but that strate glca iy ;t would lead it down a blind alley.

Indeed, when the tine came to criticise dogmatic and
¢ectar1an errors, thls was often done not from a revolutionary
andp(u_nt2 but Iron a r1ght15t ancd liquidationist one.
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The noverment had not profoundly graspedfthé“revolutionary
¢ssence of Third Vorld struggles and the natEQhal question;
it was still hidebound by cértain:Qngatiéallyiapplied
principles' of Marxism-Leninisn: it had vade 'few if any
theoretical contributions and was theoretically weak.
4s a result in attemting to overcome its dogmatisn by
breaking new ground and creatively applying some of the
correct generai theses of the anti-revisionist period, it
often fell into.precisecly those rightist deviations which
it had opposed in the 1960s. One riight well cénclude that
the struggle against revisionism had not gone deep enough,
and that during the 70s and. 0s ‘the rightis. , social
‘inperialist tendency has reasserted itself within the ML
movenent. The fact. that it has ‘done so in the name of
relevance and concretness should not blind us te;ithe facts
either of the inherent tendency within our novement
.towards social chauvinisn or. of the very redl need to make
our politics.relevant and.concrete. ' o

* Tlie Moverient in Dritain

These general points have their echo and particular manifes-

tation in Britdin. In many ways the nezative features of the

ML novencnt were accentuated here; The ‘revolutionary
“tradition was weaker; social chauvinism — particularly

over Ireland - was if anything more thoroughly engrainecd in

Lritish Communism certainly than in the rest of EBurope,

there was & long tradition of, eripiricism and resistance

i to theoretical work. All of these tendencies ‘can be seen
in the degeneration of the CPGH which -long predated
Kruschev's secret speech and the Sino-Soviet poleric.

' These characteristics. of .Dritish 'communism' hamstrung
~the young anti-revisionist rovement, and rade even:mbre
inappropriate the call to 'return to principles' ‘= principles
which were theuselves tinged with rightism and social
chauvinism. Looking back now &t the publications and
resolutions of the various trends which made up ‘the anti-
revisionist movement in Britain, one can see an extremely
powerful EBurocentric trend which saw the revolutionary
tasks of the (Os far more in terms of recreating the
Russia of 1902 than in uniting and identifying with the
revolutionary movementis of the oppressed nations and people.
+We can further séé’ thﬂf 211 thosc main trends were tainted

"ﬁith=SOCial'¢haﬁ: s, and that:most of themembraced it in
its totality. ' '

The nmost exireme exunple of this is of course the CPDML.
As early as 1971 (The British,WOrking Class and .its Party -
adopted at -2nd, Congress ) the CPDML was not simply ignoring

~ the revolutionary struggles of the Third World ( in''a 9 page

docurient neither the Third World nor the anti<racist strug-
gies nor the struggle in Ireland are so much as mentioned),
they were revising Leninist thcories of Inperialism in order
to do so -
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"Imperialism the hlghes+ form of capltallsn i's stronger
than national capitalism. It follows that an
inperialist powver fights on aill fronts as a predator.."
.....but we can never say that "it is open to that
pouer to bribe, corrupt orlhpped3e any section".

The prose - as usual - is tortuous, bLut the message is
fairly clear -

1. Inperialisn is a "gtronger" formiof capitalism ’not the
‘hidgest stage, morlbund, monopo;v .

2. The struggle against 1t is the same everywhere (2 class
11ne‘) S

3. The netropo¢1tan w0rk1ng class is not, ‘and can not be
bought off or appeaqeu nor can any section of it,

Pe“haps 51gn1flcant1y feli of the CPBML's rivals criticised
it for its soccial chauvinism in this period {(the main exeption)
being the MLWA (Mar21gt Leninist Vorkers A59031at10n) They
mainly like the RCLB's precursors the JCC(JOlnt Committee
of Communists) and CFD (Communist Federation of Drltaln)
crivicised it for the incorredt manmner in which it had been
set up. It was only in 1976 that the CFD made any criticism
of the CPD's social chauvinisn (Revolu*lon no. 34, at a time
vhen its rev1s1on* sr1 had become so glaring as to be unmist-
akeable. For the fact is that a large part of the: ML
movement shared the Eurocentric and thein social chauvinish
orlentatlon of the CPDML. This was'certainiy true of the

JCC and CIM3. *. : ER

A detuiled anﬂlyu¢u of this period has -still to be made,
and it is a task which certainly néeds to be carried out.
At this stage ve confine ourseclves to ' 'some initial remarks

on the CFI and the RCL.

From,its origins in the JCC' the CFD never adopted a clear
position aon. 1nper1a;1ﬂn, or the revolutionary national strug-
,glg. \In ficu it ravrely adopted a clear position on anythlnp)

Worse than th1§ it 1dupted ‘sorie clearlv reactionary positions
‘most notably on the lTﬁuh national liberatiocn struggie.
netween 1;7& and 107h a ;rea+ debate! raged in the CFD
over the question of Irclanu which centered around two
najor pos;t¢ono - th'qnfw—aner alist' line of the Glasgow
Group and the 'socialist struggle' line of the London Group.
Of the two the London line vas riost ciearly eurocentric and
social chauvinist - being a (slightly) nore intelligent
variant of the ICO (Irlsh Connunlst Grganlsatlon) '2 Nations
theory' whicli totally discounted the Irish national struggle
as a. progressive force. However the 'Glasgow' line which
eventually becqno the 1line of the CFD was for all its tanti
- 1mper1allsm ',' quite fundanentally part of the same
Burocentric trend. The CFL QEoOLUTION ON IRELAND !19742 is
extremely vague about the nationas charucter of tho strugcle
in Ireland, says nothing about gepublicanism or the
republican movement, and suburd;nd}es the Irish struggle to

* See ﬁotpf at end of” artlcle for sorte explanation of various

Jn1b;u1%'
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the struggle in Dritain: R

"CFB recognizes that the divisions that ‘have been
createcli anongst the Irish working class constitute
the gain ‘obstacle to progressive political advance
within Yreland......... To,-help overcome these
divisions the CFB as part of the international

‘working class rovement will work to develop links
with the wvorking class forces throughout Ireland
in. the fight to throw off .the domination of all
foreign inperialism and to help achieve a socialist
republic as advocated by the: Irish revolutionary

“forces.m ‘

This line - which did also say sone correct things -
was further modified before the foundation of' the RCL, in
order to.accomodate some’ of “the main objections of the
'London! line, ' '

... It is hard to think of any debates or statements in the
CFD concerning the national minority people in Dritaig.
‘Like théFCPﬁg<it‘prhbably regarded them as 'immigrant
Vorkers! whdgé_}most,obvious positiVe feature is of course
their class position as vorkers' (CPDML Party School
Document.1972) (Their less positive features vere. of course
.the 'facts' that they were 'unstable! and fmoved around a
'lot1), ' '

.. .- As Tar asg the national struggles of'fhe.wor;ds Peoples
~ are concerned;’ the CFB had rather more to say. Again in
1974-it adopted a"Statement on the World Situation"
_ CSec¢ion B) which devotes 7 paragraphs out of 37 to what it
' .calls: the Fight against Inperialism in the Tricontinent.
This document weli illustrates the contradiction within
the ML dovement. from its inception - of on .the one hand
supporting the nationdl straggles of the Third World, and on

the other failing to grasp their revolutionary significance
- and so it is Wotth referring to at somewhat greater
length. The document states that"since the war the main
revolutionary struggles in the world have developed in
Asia, Africa and Latin. America." It upholds the socialist
revolutions in Chinaj Kored and Vietnamj and the national
liberation wars in indochina, Africa and S:asia. Tt
supports'tlie movetent for non-alignrent. All this represents
an ewbryonic line of fipture with .the socina?l chairvinist
traditions of Westein Comminisn, _
Against this must be set a number of negative features.
The support for the socialist and national revolutions in
the Third World is lukewarmy and really misunderstands
their dynamic and revolutionary nature. So - e

" The heroic fight of the indochinese peoples had

a great influence on revolutionary developments

all over the world," :

 Great attention is given to the divisions in_thé,Third
World, the failures of certain popular struggles and.the
vacillating nature of the 'national bourgeoisie', ' The
significance of. the movement. for non-alignment is*not at

L LY
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all grasped -

"The UN today provides a useful forum for anti-imperialist
propaganda though it cannot be used as an instrument
for the objective expression of the will of the

fpeoples ofAthe worldv,
In sum the gtatenent is made from @ Burocentric standpoint-
-suned up best by the condegccndlng way in which 'we'
;offered..to support nati .onal suruggleu 1n the Third World -

'f' "1nsotar as all these struggles: denunstrate a growing
dwareneus ‘of the nature of imperialism and the desire
iby the nasses to inprove their conditions we support

: them. This support will encourage the working class
in its fight for hegemony in the anti-imperialist

rovement." .

The foundation of the RCLB and the publication of its
Manifesto in 1977 was seen by many of us as a new departure
in the Britiséh novenent, narking definite break with the
reV1s*onlsn, and with' the confusions of the previous
period. ~ In fact it was- nothing of the kind. It is true to
say that the, early Leapgue marked & serious dttenpt to come
to tern W1th the class character of the novenent: one of
the necessary tasks of the modern Marxist Len1n1$t$ and to
this end it placed enormous stress on "deologlcal' work
(carrging out a nunber of 'rectifications' based on the
Chinese Comrunists experience in Yenan!). However at the
game tirie a number of,extremely negative features were
; nshrined in the new organisation.  In particular thce 'RCIG!
narL 1' or Manifesto period was a tlne when Idecalism and
Dogmatlsn became dominant features :of the League. Indeed
the very b%Slo on which it was possible to build the RCL
vas itself profoundlv idealist: an ideological canpain
devoid of politic¢al or theordtical . :content. The Manifesto
which followed was;an extremely dogmnatic hotchpotch of
ideas, a few of them" correct but not dialectically
understood, others frankly rightist or. ultra-rightist. In
ternus of our overail analysis this period marked a (be1ated)

"‘eturn to prlnCLpleJ' for the League, an elevation therefore

¥
bt certdln dopmas to: the level of theory and‘a denial of
Ve also took on

the needAfor concrete and1ys;q or study.
board and midde 'revolutionary' the sccial chauvinism of the

+ Western con”ﬂ ist Tradition which:had been @ marked feature
‘zof the CFI {i

Despite 1ts “claims that 'theory was. prlnarV' the eariy.
League was clearly opposed to theory. . ThlS‘ls denonstrated

not only by the dogmatism of the - Manlfesto sbut: by the anti-
1nte11eutual1sm canpaign thcherecpdud 10,, the sole

reliance on:the 'Littie Red “Book' as: the fount of all
wisdom and the Byzantine obscurantism of pmany of its documeents
in 1977, Notable among thesé of course was the now Jaughabhle
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‘Buiid the Leagué 'to -Build the Party!' which as*well as
pronocuncing that -
“M"Practice and nass work is now primary in party
~ building!v . . R Clieiees.

vas alséfrespunSablenfo%-sucﬁigeﬁs;of arrogant‘dogmatism as

"The principal contradiction in‘Papiyfbui;diﬁg
1,18 between proletarian #nd bourgeais ideology.
our success in Party: Lilding;ha§ppgggﬂ@aip;y
determined by the extérit to "Which wé hive Gor-

rectly handled this contradiction."

and -
P, "The RCLB itself has been basically Dolshevised
S as far as ‘theory, line and leadership is
concerned."

Although BTLTBTP - as it soon became cdlledi:i'ysds..
subsequently vithdrawvn, it nevertheless_represents a
definite featurc of the early League and“it8' 'pairtyibailding
line',1@_fehfuféfwhich”iéfmirréedfin'othéffdoéumenté*bf the
petibdﬁ'”Thé”ﬁwéfpdints“qubtéd are.significant ‘in- that they

put ‘forward 4'line that'a) questions: of line,: theory and
véd in the League and
~ b) that the' wvay Forward vas through .3
"'This is ‘only' the nost striking cxample of the League's
o quite stunning’ idealisi. s g g

leadership ‘had basically been resols ;
’ 1 deological struggloe.

-vThé?éﬁbiai'cﬁéHVinism*df5fhé Nanifésto and thlie early

LeaguéﬂhéS}aireédy'béen‘widéiy5CTiﬁi¢iSOd.- The' touchstone

for this vas of dourse our lineon Ireland which perpétuated

indeed” accéntuated, thé‘chauViniShfof‘the'CFB:pbsition, and

there ‘has"beén’a long struggle’ to overthrow this. In term

of ‘understanding the way -forvard, however, “we tust go-

further than réjecting  particular aspects of our lifie;

wether they concern Ireland, the national minoritfies or

the Three World Theory crucially important as these specific

questions are. For the fact is that the whole basis and:-

orientation of the_Manifesto/Leagug was inside the Eurocentric

tradition which we have already ériticised.Quite.apartffrom

its specific and now glaring social chauvinist aspects sithe

whole weight of the Manifestowas towards the re-establj.shment

of the Burocentric '‘principles' of the Comintérn’ period.
Certainly in response to the Sino—g?viet polemic, some correct

principlés on' tlié¢ Third VWorld struggles and the national

v question were inciuded: Tut they Were never. fundanental’

o éur general orientation; their tirue significance was
-doﬁﬁplayed; they were regarded as ‘marginals .

SRR This”view'of 'marginalisation' is reinforced by even

a cursory review of* the main documlents and articles of the
period, Duringil927[78, the Pages .of 'Revolution!.ithe Leaguets
theoretical journal, are concerned with a) (Ideological)

barty building b) China, worship and ¢) industrial base
building, Internail documents are concerried with a) ideo-
logicaltempering etc, (prLTRTR, 'Bolshevise the Leagus..)
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b)_ organizational questions and ¢) industrial base building.
On the bu;ning ssues of the apeaélqperialism,.the national
question ~ there is not a vorat" ’

st

At its foudation then the RCL perpetuated ‘the social
chauvinism of its predecessors while at the game time
compounding it with chronic dogmatisn .and idealisn.

When it too responded to developments in the international
movenent and began to criticise its own dogmatism and
sectarianism in 1979, it did so 'as an organisation which
was fundamentally rightigst!

A Conclusion

It is not 1ntended here to enpound on the errors of the
League'!s falled attenpt to achieve’ relevance ~ the so called
_'Rectlflcatlon tage' of 1979/80, nor of the subsequent
jweakness of its 2nd CC. For our purpose is not so much to
attempt to under,tnnd the Leaguc but to establish an
'1n1t1a‘ grasp of the eifects of Eurocentrism on our
jmovements If the RCL has received the najor share of ocur
‘attention i#s only by way of an example and because we Know
pore about it than we do of other tFends in the movement.
Wé are confident that the concept of 'Burocentrism'
based as it is on a comprehensive theory of political eco-
nony, is a key tool for understandlng not only the failures
of our organisation but of the' riore general weaknesses of
the Westera 'revolutionary moveme mt’. That is why we muc®
take this question so seriously and develop and deepen our
analy51s, riot just to understand, but also to change

reqllty.
i * * *}* EE I I

Note on initials

CPBML - Communist Party of RDritain Marxist-Leninist
founded in 1968 by Reg Birch; based largely on section
of Engineering workers and student membership. Charact-
erised by highly centralised internal operation.
Workerist (2 classes only) line which has degenerated
into out and out support for S.U. (revisionism)

aJ.C;é} Joint Committee, of Conmunlsts

As its name suggestg a federal grouplng of autonomous

local groups. Chatracterised by lack of organlzatlon,
-~ 1iberalisni, unclcdr lines. ‘Produced Or1 1ns and

Perspectlves, fnundlng documenﬁ of the CFB.
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M.L.W.A.
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Communist Federation of Britain
The successor to the J.C.C., comprising some 5/6
iocal groups which retained good measure of autonomy
(fOr exauple it promoted two opposing lines in the
1974 ‘election), in 1976 - faced with collapse -
it made Some prougress towards centralism and
the development ot a general line . It formed the
cor¢ of the Revolutionary Communist Leugue.

Marxist lLeninist Workers' Association
London based group, involved mainly in theoretical
work. Produced pamphlets —- 'Bconomism or
Revolution! criticising the economist, pro-
imperialist line of CPBML (and CFB). Later united
wvith C.U.0. {Communist Unity Organization) - a
spilt from the C¥FB, to form - the C.U.A. ¢
Communist Unity Association s one of the other

- founding groups of the - Revolutionary Communist

League

I.C.0. {B+IC0) Irish (British and) Communist Organization

Another small group which gained a certain
notoriety in the early 1970's mainly for its line
that Ireland was two nations and hence that
partition was progressive. Heavy invoivement in
Reading Room at British Museum. Little practical
work except during 'Ulster Loyalist Strike' of
1974 when lined up on the side of reaction.
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31t correcx?. .., ..

INTERVIEW WITH #AQBUL DUTT

Dy Aseern Sl

Slnce che hleCL DI tho Indldn plane -the activities
af. Klohﬂlrl fiegpom flrhtgrs have come. to the worid
attentlon. HOWQVLr, Kashnlru;reuldlnp in Dritain
dre of. the oplnlon thg mthe Goverment,.of Pakistan had

forced Kashniri flphter" to set fire to the plane. Is

e i et et

and dldappolnln# 4 Instcdd of. oupport ing the Kashmlrl
frecdom fighters, the Governnent of Pakistan attempted
to deceive them.. - We th the feellng that in Pakistan
the 0ffLCldlS +ucnse*vcg were: the dpento of our enenmy.

On Eebrnary thp‘ﬁn y: We - ‘set” fi?é“ﬁo "THe plane because
the Pakistani Governent had decided to take away the
plane from us in order to return it.

“'4fr_~'""1t‘1s~5ﬁ1d"anung*snme"pol‘ticJI 1xcles 1n Pakls+an

LN

A.

[
:

tha The hlgac o;'"G ngat is the Tresult of some
forclgn cons pi acjcs., AS @ proof they poxnt to the
1n+erzal poiltlcal crises. What Ais your reaction to

"this ,_'..Lne of +thinking?

He havc no*hlng buu contenpv for such a llne of thinking.
This hijacking is the milestone in the history of
Eashmir., The Pakistani political scene was completely
different at the time we planned this hijacking. These
were no provlems. Likewise we are not concerned with

the problems of any country. We are concentrating on
ocur struggle for liberation. As far as foreign conspi-

.racies are concerned, these could be involved in cr ushing
the popular movements, not in supporting them. We

know tht there is a conspiracy to create a wave of
sugpicion against us. Houever we are certain that

God will always maintain a diffetrence between truth

and lies.

There is nevus teday that the government of Pakistan has
ordered an inquiry into the hijack incident and some
people are of the opinion that it shows Pakistani
government's lack of confidence in you. What is your
reaction to it?

We have also come to know through the newspapars that
the government of Pakistan has decided to set dan
inquiry, but te ny knowvledge there is no order given
as such. 4As far as the question of people's movement
and the power whose confidence we seek are the people
of Pakistan. Ve wiil make effort to gain Pakistani
pecple's confidence on the basis of our views and will
be succesful. Ve are not the agent of Pakistani
government to care for its confidence or lack of
confidetice. -

&
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We know the difference between the peocple and the
so-caliled government. vl

sWill. you go-~operate with the inquiry. of  the High Court

Judge?

We have in front of us the objective of the armed
strugele of. Kashmiri people. If the inquiry of the
High Court judge is. going to benefit that objective,
we will certainly co-operate. - '

31Cap,jpu'pinrpdiﬁf:thgqﬁupéwgfg;AgdeQQtres who are
busy. spreading all kinds of suspiséims against you?

Ve have four cncnies: - _ 3?; .
1, The Indian army. dand thosg sections of the Indian
-7 gévernnent helping to pe#petuate tlie aggressive

~.. occupatioil ¢f thé state of Kashmir,

Cadi I Pakistatij cifeles of those politieians who are

tlie agerits of Atwi{can and Russian’ iuperialism
and do not beligvéfin?ggiﬂiﬁg thelr national

e objectives through popiilir moverents o
.3. ".Those secctions of -Kashmiris' who have & defeatist

- " nmentality. They are pessinist because of their
lack of confidence and therefore consciously or

T unconsciouély-becéme-an*obstaélécin the way of

Q,

*: freedom fighters wvas;

a2 movenent at the'masses' level.

"ifthJAt the international level tlhosé powers who are

cither leaders af»ﬁuppu?ters~ef'imperiulism and
* colonfadismn. S . : -

What is your opinion: of-the Movement af "Freedom Fighters"

(Al <-Mhijehid Tehrik)?: .-

In the first place we rcad the publicity of the
Al-Mujahid Tehrik Movermient. in.the: papers. In this

" ¥efard. . we: only. heard the name - of onuiperson, Sardar
- *Abcdul Qayyum who: is.  the president. of the Azad Kashmir

Goverment.

I faet Sardar Abdul.Qayyum more than once. During
our meeting he: outlined some pointsi-of his initial
plans to run the Al Mujahid Tehrik tiovement.

When .this movement -comes inta existence and. proves
its work.in thenstruggle,.then_only_can co-operation
in the field of - struggle be considered.

We in Dritain, have heard a lot about your personal
bravery, .but can’ you briefly tell us about that company
of your fighters who went vo Indian Occupied Kashmir
'in-1966 under your- comnand? - :

The first task *hat was perfbrmed by that company of

e

R Ue_eliminated_the_gé-céilpd;respect for the ceasec

fireline fron the nind of Kashnmiti peopile.

2, Our fighters proved to all related elements that
the land of Kashmir is suitable for guerilla war
and that Kaslhniti people have the ability for
arped struggie. ’ ~

3. Ve also proved that Kashmiri pecple can be self-
sufficient in armed strugpgle.



56.

Q.

_.;._a.i-..-_-_-‘-A R

jA.\.

A. .

Q.

. A

T Q.

-

There ‘are some contradictory stories about  your escape
from Srinagar jail. Can you throw sone-iight on that
incident?

‘jEspeCially now that scwme pédnle are’ saying that some
"foreign clandestine orpanlsa+1ons ‘have. been dinvolved .

“in your escape from prison.

.The.truth is -that the whole p*an for the .escape and 4ts.
successtul gompletlunvis owed ‘the Front for National

Libsefation. The réason for' 1ts success.. lies with the

..superiprity of our novement over .our eneny.

qul“_i

;'Oplnlon, what role shoulid Azad. Kashmzr play in the

Do you want to . carry an armed struggle .in occupled
Kashm‘¢ or do you-think in. thas struggle the people
of Az ad.hashmlr should. also part*01pate? In your”

struggle for freedon? - In pqrt¢culwr, to what extent™
do .you agree with DBasit's approach in his book,
‘" The war of indipendence for Kashmir?2 (Kashmir-Ki-

.- Jang-I-Azady) _ -

Occupied Kashuir-is,the‘ﬁbattle ground"y but Azad
Kashmir is the centre for. preparing the war of

Aindependence. I completely agree with Basit!s. ap=—

proach. I think this book presents a correct_ideelo-'

T
{

gical base for.the war of {nddpendence.-

Has. your organisation the support, of any other country
than Pakistan and if not, from which. country would
you seelkk support?

Our organisation has no support from any country
whatsoever hut.:we wish to.get support.from the people

Jof all thHe world.who stand for freedon and liberty.

How long will it take for the Kashmiri people to win
their:.war of indipendence?

The length of time required for our success depends
upon ‘the military balkance between our enenmy and our-

.selves. However it is obvious that our struggle will

be a long term struggle.
. "" . t
Is your moveuent a socialist movement?.
Our movenent: is of the nasses and every mass fiovement
is correct.

- In ybur opinion, in what way can kashmiris residing

"in Bfitain. partlc*pate in ‘the war of - independence for
Kashnlr?

e

€
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%~ However if our aifas of the '‘movemen
v will certainly visit Dritain.’

e s e L BT

In my opinion a de;éiled;outline is;ﬁrésented'in the
last chapter:of Dasit's book. I would iike to see
Britisthashmirismcﬁncentrating on those suggestions.
Thex can establish that kind of econonic centre which
has been indicated in that chapter of the book. With
..the estabiishment of such a centre our victory will
. be n_ea'zfér_... . : '

What specific message do you wish to give to Dritish
Kashmiris? : A :

Sy - et . i itk
Kashmiris residing 'in Dri‘tain should prepare themselves
for full parti:zipation in the war of independence. ..
; (KIS i HR P . ’ '

Do'you and other freedon fighters Hashiii and Ashraf
intend to visit Lritain?

TR R D L T R
We have hO'fntentiQn of 'a visit in near future.
t force us then. we

¥R X ¥ ¥ %

NQTE npzad Kashmir" is that part of Kashmir which remains

outside Indian-occupation. PaKistan exercises a -

considerable degreg of control, over it. Occupied
. Kashmir is that part occupied-by.Ind;aﬂwhich:the
Indian fovernnent terms the state of Jammu and Kashmir.

For further-information see ~ Peykar or Class Struggle.

of the wdbduction and death of] the Indian dipolmat

in Februdry 1984, Back issues are stili available
for those wanting more information on the case ; !

Vol 8 No2 - March 1984
Salute Magbool  Butt !

Vol 8 Nok - May 1984 . S
{{qiled'ﬁashmiris-staﬁd.in election

Vol 8 No 10 ~ November 1984 ,
+nterview:withQGhairman‘nf*the Kashniri Defernce Canpaigh
“(reprintedeﬁromﬁPAIKAAR) - I

Vol 8 Nos '11/‘1“5'.“ - j)ecember 1984/ January 198%
Free the Five Kashmiris

Vol 9 No 1 - Februa¥y 1985 & . ‘
Rashrir : triai ‘and Picket -t

1

* £1.00 + 34p p4p for all five issues.



INEW ERA BOOKS

| 203 Seven Sisters Road » London-k 3NG * Teli 01-272 5804

New Era Books aims to stock the best available revolutionary
and progressive literature from Britain and around the worid
Recent titles include:
Samir Amin ,  CLASS 4ND NaTION historicaliy and in the crisis
_ £7.95 + 52p P+P
Huw Beyon (ed),DIGGING_DEEPER issues. in . the miners' strike
o ; £3.95 + LOp P+P
Paul Gordon , POLICING IMMIGRATION Britain's internal controis
£3.50 + 18p pP4+F
Ma Hong , NEW STRATEGY FOR CHINA'S ECONOMY £1.30 + 34p pP+P
Paul Keleman, THE POLITICS OF THE FAMINE IN ETHOFIA AND ERITERA
e v ' £1.35 + 18p P+p

Bobby Sands , SKYLARK STNG YOUR LONELY SONG £4.95 + 3hp Pap
Lise Vogel , MARXISH AND THE OPPRESSION OF WOMBN | -
s ~ tovards an unitary theory £5.95 + 52p P4P

Peter ﬁaterman FOR A NIW LABOUR INTERNATIONALISM £2.95 + L6p P+P

¥ A new mail order catalogue will be availabie this autumn.

CLASS STRUGGLE

Monthly Poiiticaj Paper A
of the Revolutionary Communist League of Britain.

ELSubscmbe today |
o5 ' 6 issues 12 issues

Britain £2.60 £5.20
Overseas £4 .00 £8.00

c/o 203 Seven Sisters Road » London N4 3nG

1so avaiiable from Birmingham's Other BookSth s. Corner Books
(Leeds) , Grapevine (Cambridge) , Grassroots (Manchester) ,
Independent {(Sheffieid) and Fuilmarks {Bristoi) .

In London from :'Dookmarks s Centreprise , Collets international
Bookshop » New Beagcon Books and Reading Matters .

% e

L]



