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Prefaratory: Introduoiw{ a seri €s of ~mphl~ts 

1.:.#,. ., 
.:, . 

I 

!flu Hsun was a man of unyielulllB, ~tegrity, free from all srlJC0l?;hancy ox: 

obsequiousness; this quality is invaluable among colonial 'ancl semi

colonial peoples.r. ' 


~~ f ' 

This thumbnail s}tetch by Mao Of" the qualities· d~ded, of revolu-tiona.rie.s 
in an oppressed COUl'lttry comes, ·over with sU¢'h f~;r;c.€ '! ·bec~~ -it has been ' 
the oppresse peopl(~ s ana tne..l;r national libex:o.t;l.On strLlgg;Les whic¥l1avB' ' 
become the mot i vp force of history in our time~. " ' ' , 

He. by c9l;ltrast, in this oldost of all imperia.J.is~~cot!ritries,; have for 
long lived in ,the absence of any revolutionary social force t~t could 
begin to deliil~atethequalities required 'cfus with anything like the ~ 
firm conviction and sharp precision of r,iao's few masJterly strokes of the 
pen. I~ , ~s been with the animation of such no~le qualities that the 
oppressed peoples of ASia, ;Africa and latin America have,. in ' our i-i~e re
<1rawn the political map of th!3 worj d, so that now "0\4:0:; is an ae;e ' q1 'in
dependence when the, oppressed' and bwnilia.ted" people h~ve appeared as the 
m tersqf the:worldl and ¥,e -pUsh' the' wheels of history wi.th vigoUr ' , 
according to their own will $d demand . The people of £he 'w-orJ.d.. ~oppose 
all forms of ' a.om~a,ticp. a,pd s}lbo.J:rlinatiot ' iWd ;call for inae~~dertce . and 
many countries are _taking (tbe road to' natiQnal independence ~. sov~- ' 
ejgnty This is thE" main trend of our times. 1llUch no t'orae ,pa.h stop.". 
(Kim }lSung, Report to the Sixth Congres~ o;C, the Wq.rkers' P~~Y o,r "Korea). 

. , \ 1 i_", ") . , 

The ,'res(1nt s ri(3'3 'Of ; amphlcts a.ims to explort1aom~ of the ~venues 
1'l'hich hold '~the promise of an equivalent ethos for the British revol,u
tion - a, rovolutioh whose context is so -d iamotrically 'opposite ' to that of 
the national liberation s truggles which nave in ·cur time been at the fore
front of the ,strw~/he aBainst oppression.· Tfle' }lamphleti will ,explore 
three main 'avehueq or ' soup:;es for a rev01ut:tbnary id~910gY' ( f9r.our tillle - ' 
an ides·l ,yy ttlat can count.er the (~orrosd:.ve!.E'ffects OI.. that ~c~st. colon
iaJ:ist mentali·tywHiO'h ~.inds its wfiY everywhore in , Br~tainr- including into 
the far 'left' . These. tbrJe s~em are: ' " ' ' ;r ' . j •L • 

.. Irish republicanism, in partic<llaar." in the , f~)TIn of t-~. S-9J.entifi~ soc
ialist tradition articulated withih it py (Jame~ C'onnolly; " . , 

* the Asian communist tradition which has be:en mos:~ -r~iliar ,in' the form " 
of JI1a.o ; Zedons; Thought , but which is also articulated in a form which is 
particularly .relevant for our time and circumstances in the form of Kim 
11 SunF,'s'Juche Idea; 

* the new world of rebelliop, perhaps most oonveniently termed 'black 
power', that has emer~ed o~to the ~olitica1. scena / in this country as a 
result of the recent youth uprisinGS led by .black and Asian youth. uprisings 
which reintroduced into ·this country the factor 6f class· struggle' in. the 
sense oriR"inally ~derstood. by Maxx , iWd Engels~ street fighting and the 
de eloping organisation of violence ~ "the only path to' social advance 
by the oppress~d. 

In· a nutshell, the id.eology put forward here, ;i.s that of supporting the 
Wte~ed, when th~rise up. I 

The pampt,tlets will of necessity put over their arguments in polemic 
with the Btitish 'left', a largely, middle classsbcial ~orce which ·has 
traditionally had singularly litt.le to do W"i,th any of' ,th~ ab<1ir-e three 
component parts of the ideolo,,;y here propounded. , J 

1 
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It should be the starting-point 0 true r evolutionaries that t hey 

unconditionally su~port the oPfressed when they rise up. And yet there 

are always those who, eve~ ,_UIl:d~;, ,!he')~_?i;',~qqIil:!!!.ldnX:$.!1:l~l _tiab.ituallJL. .

raise a host of prete,ets and excuses not to sUP1lort any actual rising 

when it occurs. Revolutionaries should give support to the oppressed in 

~truggle as the first priority, and then put forward their own particular 

arguments wi thin the context of b~~laingt~tsupport . It ~s the mark 

of the middle · class left t ~t · it :t~veJ;'f?es' t hi$ process Bafar: ' iifting 

a finger to l end support, they come up with a mountain of grumbl ings, 

conditions and petty objectionsl those who have r i sen arE' tundisciplined', 

we •cannot condone :theirerrors , in tactics', there were 'Trotskyists 

iuvolv _d' (or ' there were !l2. Trotskyists involved), there was 'no communist 

l eC¥ierahip', the ·aotion ;was ' premature' (or 'too latf' , ), those who rose 

had a 'bad style of work', ' failetounite with all who 'could nave been 

united', and ~o on ad infini~um ~ there is simply no limit to the number 


'of excuses thctt -the ClCro.it fingE'rGof the ,middle class left are capable of 
pullin:,,; _ o~tof th~ hat for not sup;port~ the oppressed when they rise 
up. ,'" ' , ' 

~ 

The most glaringly ,~ire result of t his middl e class asphyxia that 
afflicts the ,British left every time that circumst ances call upon it to 
l:eact, has been its ·fai l ure to respond politically ana ideologically ,to ' the 
new revolut~onary fo~ce in soci~ty represented by t he youth uprisings led 
byb4cl< youJth. People who have for years t aJked of r<l3.rxist conceptions 
of co~fron;tat,ion with t he forces of the state, or even o:f national oppress
ion in the era of imperialism, must be numbered in thousands in this country. 
And ,yet when ,the youth of many towns, led by black youth, rose against
toeim;perialist state, these ' t1s.rxists' were' caught politically and 
ideologically hopping The middl~ class left had nothing intelli5ent : 
t o say about the risings, and almost all 'leftists' have utterl y failed to 
undertake the u;rnent and profound r edeployment of their priorities that, 
the-emergence'onto the poli tical :tage of t his new revolut i onary fo~ce 
should have dictated to, t hem. 

, ' 

For the youth uDrisings, taking place as they hav, done in the context 
of a political upsurge in t he Irish Republican Nov ment and its re_ercuss
ions among the Irish national minor ity in Bri tain, have introduced a po 
pouerful new anti-imperialist f orce of incalculabl s i f(ni:ficance for the 
British revolution. The failure of the middl e cl ass left to ral ly round 
these new forces for revolutiol! i s the r es.ult of the persistence within 
the" left I)f colonialist mentality. The.~)r(:sent~, 'ries oLMJIlphlet::: will 
aim to supplant this mental ity with an alternative revolutionary ethos 
that uphol ds Conno'llyi sm, the Asian communist tradition and the worldwide 
struggle for inder~ndence of which that tradition is a part, and the youth 
upri3ines led by black youth. 

* * * * * * * 
At the m ment an extremely serious sit uation faces revolutionaries in 

t his count ry Argentina's sFirit ed s t ruggle t o get t h Brit ish out of the 
South Atlantic has le:ft That cher's gov rnment in a s t ate of colpnialist 
hysteria. British imperialism, already badly shaken near home hy t he Irish 
Republican upsur:~e and actually at home by the youth uprisings led by 
black youth. has now also been humiliated internationally. A humiliated 
andsruu<ea ruling class starts to· become an increasingly repressive ruling 
class, ariel 's'iire enough democratic right s in t his. country. are a l re,ady 
being withdrawn by t he week . 

-
Hardly anyone on what is charitabl y referred to as the British ' l eft ' 

is doing anyt-hlng about . t his attack on democratic right s whatsoever . . 
For instance, tho labour Party announced a. series of weekl y demonstrations 
2 
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against Thatcher' s invasion of the Malvinas. and ye t called it off vlithout 
a whimper after the first demonstration on finding that the police were 
going to arrest uemonstratnrs! 

A bri~hter ray has been shed by successes surrounQing such national 
minorit y stru~gles as those of' t ho Bradfnd 12. The conscious ~olitical 
or~anisation that has surrounded such struggles is bound eventual ly to . 
crystallize. into the new elements for a future l eadership amongst whom. 
th~' revolutionary party of the fut ure will be bui lt , based most f i rmly 
amongst the most revolutionary sGct i ons of t he working and oppressed 

Th .re is only one group on th~ British lef~ that has so f ar made 
fairly consistent pro,,,:r ss in Hord and ac t ion in identif ying with these 
and ot hers of t he mos t revoluti o ary orc s in our society . This is the 
Revol~tion~ :Communist Grmup (RCe. ) , originally n. s mall splinter gr ou!i from 
the S':l P. Th RCG, a long with its neHS .aper, "FL~bLracism!FJght im eria:.1.ism!'/ 
was the,. onlYi British l eft group no t to be caught hOI)ping, ideologically 
t~peMing ~ by the yout h uprisinss of l ast year. Now once again in the 
current sit uation the Rl> '-; has distiDt-,"1lished itself by b .i ng just about the 
only British l eft group to say No t o 1 hatcher 's attack on democratic 
rights \~hile I have been working on his ,l-<3.mphlet , the act i vists grouped 
round t he RCG have ,~eek by weok been hauled off to police stations for 
refus i ng to call of f the basic routine of democrati c political l i fe 
(street meetings, leafleting , petitioning, tc ). 

The RCG has pointed out t hat without aemocrati c rights no democratic 
pol itical forcC:' Hill be able to do anything. They have in addition raWlL 

ry. attention to the int ernationalist essence of the strugg l e for these rights. 
For it is utter hypocrisy ~'Then those 'on th(' Brit i sh 'left' call on Irish, 
black and As i an workin'': an~l o.!,1pressed .~eople to work with them ,..otitically 
without a t · the same time demonstrating in practice the i r detprmination to 
defend those with \'Ihom ' they work ~ainst the particularly threatening 
forms of suppr es sion t o which such sup r-oppressed groups are constantly 
exposed. Eithout evi lence of such determination, suc h ol,press 8G. groups will 
understandabl y and ind .ed correctly abst in f r om involvement with the 
British 'left' And if that i s going to be the cas, then there wil l be 
no revolutionary movement in this country For i t is anl y by makins one's 
appeal t o s uc h sup r-exploited sect ions that a sound ly ant i -imperiali t 
social force can be found that is caFablr of defend ing democr atic rights 
and rekindling t he spirit of genuine class s t ruggle g neral l y 

If the struggl es mounted by groups such as t he RCG are not supported. 
then the nritish left wil l hay been swept off the street s and will no 
10n '"er be in any pos ition to f ulfil its internationa list dut i es or ven 
to prevent i ts ,own anni ilation. If swc.f,t off the streets, it \'I ill be 
of no avai l fo r any grou~ t o ~hut the ioo~ of its offic or books~ 
behind it and hope for the best - for in that casC:' the left bookshops and 
the l eft meetings and the left press of all shapes and hues will be 
subject to suppression. British co lonialism has lost .lot of f ace and a 
lot of blood from t he Sout.h Atlant i c to B Hast and. Bri;eton. and will 
be in no mood for magnanimity towards such weak forces as the uritish 
' l eft' if it finds that it can crush them l'I H hout their uttering a whimper. 

It in with an element of mortification that I write t hese c omplimentaryih 
.(Ords about the RCG, a !;roup of which I am not a member and of Which, as 
thincrs stand, I do not suppose I ew'r Vlill be a memhl~r. For the RCG i s 
a group which utterly fails to uphold he As i an comrr.unist tradition, and 
which appears to b consoliciC'~tc arouml a supercilious rLisdain for t he 
independence strugg l es of the most oppressed countries of the world of 
which that tradition is a part. Such unsPGakable chauvinism ~I ith regard 
to tho ~enuin .ly independent anti-imperiali st f orces of h('> most oppressed 
on a world scale sits very uncomfortably with the RC,. 's spirited struggle 

J 



against th0 cquival nt cha~vinism locaIfy. These' pamphlets are th~~fore 
1ut forward not only with mortification, but 'With hop - the hope that . 
the activists currently grouped round the Rw Hi l' pay attention to ·them' 
and come t~ take marc acccuntof ~sian communisma~ beinJ on e world 
scale the most ,CIuial man~estationof the revolutionary comm1,U1ist trad
ition in recent dpcado~t and the ori;'Sina.J homEland, o~' much r,f the anti

.. revisionist ideology propounued loCally uy the RGG a.r;L,1 i ,ts s)lJ.porters. 
. ~ I ; ~~ . . 1 , 

~ 

As for the 13ritish t'E.oist left1 the ramphlets aim to (traH tneir 
attention to the significan p of the stril:5gles of thosE" few ,such as the 
Be,; who are makin'saconscicus, politicaLstand against , the imperialist ;' 

state 'Adherents ' Qf , the Asian communiat t~adition who fail to rise 
to their duties at this junctur,'<U',d nho fail to shift their priorites 
to thedPf0ncr of such van~uard forces uphold the banner of Asian commun 
ism on f alGe preten ce;:;. , ' The) might · just as well throw their baaner clovm' 
a well for all the ,~oocl, they will in th.:1t ca,€) do in ral1Yine the revo
lut i onary vanguard forces in t his country ,for an all -round, independont 
anti-imperialist ...!osit i on .. 

* * * * * * * * * 
,r 

.L. " ; 1 ." . ' \l . , ,
• f 

The arguments presented in the present pamphlet are b¥tily drafted, 
uneasily lumped to~ether, and unevenly researched~ and ah~ bound to make 
d¥'ficult reading ' I hope that those who undertake to, lJead it will tcike 
it in the ,s~ irit in which it is offerod -as ~~ attempt tq share these 
nascent and crudely-formulated idea::, rather than sitting on them indefin..; 
atly. .. 

" 

'. 
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A. From the Civil Wars t o the Industrial Revol ution. 

The ligh point of the revolutionary movement in Britain i n t he 1640s is 
generall y agreed to have occurred i n the year 1649. In this year, the demo
cratic, communi stic and mi l l enarian movements associated with the Levellers 
and ot hers came close t o establishing, in alliance with the radical urban 
f orces, a form of stat e power whi ch coul d have chanrredthe aspect of Euro
pean history to an incal culable degree . However, by t he end of that year, 
t he die had been cast, and Bri~ain was already on t he inclined plane that 
was to l ead it slowly but surely into the sewer of the 'Hhig Century' 
that sordid and corrupt ~ive-and-take between t he r i sing forces of the big 
bourgeois i e and the resilient ari s t ocrat i c landowning interests that in 
one s hape or f orm dominat ed t he polit ical seen . until thp t ime of t he French 
r evolution 

And that fate f ul year of 1649 which saw t he def eat of democracy in Eng

land waG precisely the year "'hieh saw Cr omwe l l's invas ion of Ireland. 


The Irish independence of the 16405 had been wrenched out of the hands of 
the English Hhile.. thfo'. Ip..tter'.w_ r" ,p:tteoCU1Jl-io!i ·/ ~' with t he Civil ~iars. The 
great insurrect ion of 1641 "marked t he las t appear ance of t he Irish clan 
system, founded ' upon common property and a democrat ic social organisation, as 

' a r i val to t he po l itico-social order of capit alist feudal ism . . . Thismag
nificent movement of t he Irish clans .. . attai ned to such proport i ons that 
it held sway over and made l aws fo r the gr eater par t of Ire land . ...\ , '.,, ' .;; 
(Connoll y, labour in I rish history, Chapter 8) . ~uch an i ndependent and 
revo l utionary for ce exist ing in Ire l and cons t ituted a pot ent ial base and 
focus for a cont i nuation of revo lutionar y warfare ~3ainst feudalism and 
feudalism ' s new allies in the bourgeois camp that coul d have enabled the 
revolutionary f orces t o come to power i n England a l so. Cromwell 's invasion 
of Ireland was reac t ion's master str oke . 

Cromwell managed to divert preCi se l y those sections of the revolutionary 
bourgeois army that had displayed t he greatest ega l itarianism in the Engalish 
context into a murderous war of extermination against a subject people. 
Since Marius the general of th. early Roman republi c, f oreign conquest and 
the promise of land a l lot ments t o a t urbulent sol diery have been a constant 
tactic of a ruli ng c l ass whi ch has come t o power on th' basis of popular 
rebelli on at the stage when that ruli ng c l ass want s i t s erstwhi l e supporters 
our of the way " 

MIn t hat mutual s laughter of the l ast r epresentat ives of the communism of 
primit i ve society" (i.e the Irish clans ) "and the firs t r epresentatives 
of the communism of t he futur~ ' (i . e . the lev€' llers) ., lies the essential 
t ragedy of the English revoluti on and of t he Cromwe l lian conques t of 
Ireland , " Thus speakks T A ,Jackson in Ireland her own, (Chapt e 3) . 'Vlhile 
Jackson her~corpectly identifie.s t he po l i t i ca l f orces in conf l ict , his 
conclusions are utt erl y lame. What we have here is not an "essential 
trCl.t.~edy". Hist ori cal materialism does not find 't ragedy" at t he essence 
of poch-making events, but t he struggl e of oppressed against oppressor . 
Jackson ' 5 rever s i on to anAeschyl ,an view of. _ his t ory might be quJ-te touching 
if i t did not l et Eng l ish co l onialist domination off t he hook. For what lies 
at the essence of t his matter is not t ragedy but shame - t he shame of 
England that even the best it has produced f or democracy has always beenS 
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corrupted and sent to oblivion by its acquiescence in, and even participation 
in, the domination of Ireland and other oppressed peoples. 

Again in t he early l680s D. mighty egalitarian peasMt ITlQvemElnt. swept the 
"1 s t of Eng l and, auch as could have l ed to a far more democrat ic order for 
the coming s ocial upheaval s that resulterl i n t h(> ext ension of the capitalist 
mode of production throughout Eng l and's economy . But t he acqui _scence of i ts 
pr edecessors in the rui n of Ire l and had alr eady sealed its fate . For the 
l evelli ng movements of t he 16406 had , by assoc'ating with the Cro~we llian 
conquest, dug a big enough grave not only for t heir own Il\o'vem~nts but' for t hose 
of all Hho woul d come aft er them in Eng l and for cent uries. 'I'he '/es tern 
rebellion - the las t gr eat armed upris i ng of the oppressed in England 
was suppressed at Se.dgemoor in l q8S, and t he r ebe l s massacr .d by an army 
composed l argely of Irishmen, and offi c r ed by Cat holic general s .•such as 
Jarsf ie1d. Thus did t he I r i sh and Cat holic ism b,come i dentified bY .th 
l ower orders in Engl and as the feared :::; t rong arm of feudal despot ic :!:UI . 

In thi s way tb._ a llegi ance of the Eng l ish lower orders to the domination 

of I re l and by their ' own ' b ourge oisie was ·.secured. When Ire land rose again, 

t heir acqui escenCE:' in the s uppression of thE) rising by IHlliam of Orange was 

thus assured. Eque..lly assured was t he historical nemesis wreaked on the 


·oppr ssed in Eng l and for t his acquiescenc . For the 'Gl orious Revolution' 
of 1688 whi ch spe lt doom fo r I re l and's independence a l so usher.d in the 
'i'/hi~ Century' wh i ch eal ed t he polit i cal f at . of the English lower orders 

u.nd culminated i n their impotence to r es i s t the unspeakable horrors of the 

Industr i al Revolut i on, t hat orgy of capitalist enslavemen t in wh i ch the vfhig 

Century was to end. Turfed out of the i r peasant holdi ngs, deprived by force 

and fraud of a ll t heir remai ning right s on the land, conf i ned in poor houses 

and - worse - in t he early factori~s, taki ng ref ug- e~ong the stench of the 

urban ghettoes s ubjoct to pl agup . , . Thus did the consequences of acquiesc

enc e i n t he domination of Ireland work themse lves out for the oppressed of 

England. 


Hhat a sobering historical l esson ! The message t o our l abour moveme nt 
of today i s c l ear : If you "l-1ant yet mor e c .nturies 'of-- d:E>sti~tion and ens l ave
ment t o capita l , then your road is clear : just s i t back and condone the 
suppress i on of t oday's Irish nationalis t movemen • and history wi l l most 
sure l y deliver to you a ll tLd dest i t ution, de-gradat ibn and shame you could 
df'sire, as indeed it met2d out to our ]!redccessors before you. 

On top of a l l the suffering lies the shame which his t ory bequeathed to 
these wretched En~lish dupes 0 Orang . .LTotE'st ant chauvinism. For whatever 
they suff ered, th~ I r i sh sufferud. ~'iOrsc E " hteenth century tray€' llers in 
Ireland a r e unanimous that the Ir i sh werp treated worse than pack an~ls 
by the colonialis t occupie r s . 'Housing' conditibn3 in I r e l anu· r e vorted to 
nests of s t raw such as must hc'1.w, beem ."1.lmost unknown sinCt; be f ore tlJe dawn of 
t he Neolit nic era p and wl1lch 111:.4':> G LI<:!. . ,', mad\.. t1.2 se ~e.closs shacks of Manchester 
seem a paradise . Actual nudity lfa.., a common conc'lition among the destitute. 
Thus f ar did English colonial rule g o t o nsure thatven whil dragging 
England' s wor king massos thrOUGh t he h~ ll of the Industrial Revo l ution it 
\-laS still possibl e to assure them that they w-erc nevert heless part of a 
race of rulers ! 

B. The revo lution~ period 1189-1803 

The salvoes of the Frl."nch. tE'vq lut i on of 1789 awoke revolutionary democratic 
opinion eVf'n in this Wes t ern heet}: lland nf rE.'ac tionary despotism .and colonial
ist chauvinism Something of 2. Jacob in p8riod (Jc~urrcd in Britain in tho 
.arly and mid-1790s, with Correspond i ng Soc i e ties and other revolutionary 
organisat i ons leading rad i cal mass movements in Edinburgh. London and other 
towns. The equivalent movement in Ireland was t ho Society of United Irashmen 
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in its early, pre-insurmcuonary phase (1791-96). The United Irishmen 
attempt d to build links with these movements, and in the case of the 
Scottish movement achieved som success. The showdown between the author
i t i es and the movement in Scotland occurred, significantly, precisel y 	over 
this quest i on of their Ireland l i nk . The Scots l eader, Thomas Muir, was 
sentenced t o transportation f or having !:ead an Address from the United 
Irishmen to a convonti on in E inburgh. Such examples of i nternationalism 
arc a. proof of the genuine democrat i c credentials of this early Jacobin 
movement. They a l s o expl ain t he f erocity with toThich it Has suppressed. 
The dire consequence of this defeat was to give Britain a free hand in its 
ant i-republican crusade against revolutionary France. 

The f-rocity of r epression in this country was as ever in tho annals 
of English hi"' t ory surpassed by t he .savagery perpet rated upon the I rish 
people. From 1796, t he year of t he first at t empt ed French landing in 
Ireland, the s cale of ~ngland's atroci t i es became such as t o assume the 
charact er of a provocation to the Irish t o rise . This i mportant po int is 
passed over in si l ence in standard assess ment s of t he period, but is 
att ested to eV.n by s o seasoned and l .vel-headed a revolutionary democrat 
as Arthur O' Connor as early as 1795. Bri t a i n's rul ers Hantod an Irish 
rising at this time, and us s oon as possible, t oo. The democrat ic movement 
at home had been no ordinary one, but had been conscious ly internat ionalist 
with r espect t o Irdand's s t ruggle f or i ndependence. Such is t he sure 
grasp of tact ics that England ' s rulers have, and such i s the viciousness 
t o which i t will stoop to ensur- the success of i ts cynica l ca l culationsl 
'let t he Ir is h arise !!£!i, when our r ear has b .come safe'. 

Sure nough, onco the Irish r ebell ion of 1798 had been drowned in blood, 
t he pressure on d.mocracy at home could be eased apprcciablyp and ven a 
certain t entati ve Jacobin r evival occurr ed i n Brita i n 

At t hi s point there was a l urch for British col onial ru l e . I t bad 
miscalcul ated the depth of' t he r oots of Irish rebe l lion . In addition it 
had cal culat ed wit hout an insurrecti onary section of the democratic move
ment in Britain that came t o be ass ociat(~d wi th a certain Co l onel Despard. 
In 1803 a concert ed push f or insurrection occurred simultaneous l y in both 
count ries . 

In Ireland, t he l eader of t he 'conspiracy', Robert Emmet, became for all 
time a symbol of the fact t hat however ruthlessly Britain may quench the 
flamf~S of Iri sh rebell ion, ther e wi ll nevcrthe l ess a ll-lays arisE' from the 
ashes of d.feat the I noenix, t he Robert Emmet, ~fho will r evive the struggle. 

Colone l D spard's para11e~ • conspiracy , has been more effect ively 
obl iterated from the bourg.ois hist orica l record, and ind ed f rom the 
annal s of the British revolution which i s so much l ~ss his t ory-conscious 
t han the Irish r epubl ican movem0nt. Despard and hi s principal f ollowers 
were executed on the charge of havi ng a t tmpt ed to assass ina t e t he king. 
Nevertheless, r s earch i nto the period reveals the holl owness of col onial
i sm's dismissive attitude t o hi s revo lutionar y activities. It is c l ear 
ttAt he and his f ollowers constituted n. serious and det .r mined force (see, 
for instance, E P Thompson's account in Yfakinp; of the Engl i sh working class) , 

A histori cal overview 0: thE': revo l ut i onary peri d 1789-1803 r e veals a 
series of such 'near-misses' in Hhich the r evoluti onary jigsaw never qui te 
f itted together It l-Iould be t empting t o r ef r to such a series of 
mishaps by Jackson's ter m 'tragedy ' were n t the diabolical schemi ngs of 
Br itish ruling circ l es so evident below the surface : 

* the early democratic struggles in Engl and and Scotland w.re suppressed 
by the mid-1790s; 

* the French mil itary alliance wi th Irish republicanism did not com . 	into 
effect 	until 1796; 
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* the Irish rebellion came in 1798, by \'lhich t ime F zench military aid 
was on a vastly re uced Bcale an in any c se came at the wrong time of 
the year; 

* thc great naval mutinies in the British fleet (which saw sections of the 
Brit ish navy decl~ing for the United Irishm.n, s o widespread had Irish 
recruitmvnt been !) h.c1.d already passed t heir p ak by t he end of 1797; 

* the Jacobin movement in Britain vms not back on its fec,t until the early
16.0CS ; 

* by this t ime France had l ong ceased placing i t s ~ggs in t he republican 
basket, and had diverted i t::; a ttention to imp .ria lis t rG:va lry with Britain 
in the East; 

* this c hange in France's orientation 1 Q.S sLgnalis ed by Napoleon' s ex
ped~tion to Egypt ll1 1798, prec ise l~ t he year when Ireland arose ... 

The crucial sledge ::3.rr~'il~:t' b l ";.j of Eritish coloni a l ist policy in this 
kaleidoscop. of m' ssed revo lu ·'~ :'on().ry oppor~unitiC?s ,.,ere direc t ed t o ensure 
that t he repercussions . of t~1e ~· ::~m-1d.own in Ire l a d ~rere minimised by being 
sepA.rated in t i me fro m any major shm down at hom(~ . 

So l oW?; as tha~ entral t ask could be asc ompl:i s hed, British col onial 
rul e could survi ve the ot, e:,' t r -,'cats, or f':VE:n .:'.. con juncture of two or 
three. of them s i mult3.no.ml <" y-,. 

Such is t he histori cal : .rrlp~T.~~ 'ivo d ir .cted at l:S as r ,vol tionaries 
i n Britain today to ensure ·i:.il-:1.t t ho. s ho'.4dm·m over Ireland's independence 
s hall nex t occur .;-i.n s t el) ~I1Lll.c oo:'d-iE.~i~ q .. _wi_t.,h a showdown of revolutionary 
forces here ~-rith t hCl Britis i1 i mpcrio.list ::> tate 9 so that next time round 
we ~ t ip !3ritain's rulfrs 0 eT the edg e . 

C. Chartism and Famine 

The i nt erna.tionalist o:ciel1tat:i,on of t hE; J<:l.cobi n movement in Britain 
was a passing phenomenon . Th(~ cl:1.SS s t ru;gB l e s following on t he nd of the 
Napoleonic Jars (th? l 'e t e r l oo rassacrf~, v tc .) met Hith no l eading core to 
steer them in an internat::..c :~ l ~ l:'. ~t d irec t ion with respoct t o Ireland's 
i ndependence And ye t t he ba s i s fo r t he stormy proletarian struggles of 
the 18208 in .L3.ncashi G, ;;) cot~1.~d. a nd (> l s8vrhere was provided by the Irish 
textile workers and t he i r l('ac:.er ;:.> such as J ohn Doherty . vlhy was it that 
such important groundh?..! been l o., -t in the f i e l d of polltical consciousness 
since the days of 'I'holl'c<> rll-,: .. r C:) 'c'::1l l r '" rd , anJ the many others who 
had e mbraced t he i r int ornationalis ' idea ls ? 

The answer i s found in a p:enomenon t hat ~d arisen on the political 
scene which has a.mr:;t:r.:;. · _,' . " .:..d· _. ' ~ .-"' , t l1:".2' c")unt ry .ver s ince. 

In thE'; oppre s s i vQ and middle-class dominated atmosphere of London 
po litics there began t o congregate t hose political e l ements who entrenched 
the mselves in t he strug~les of la our but who severed t hose struggles 
from any internation l ist o~icnt~tion . The earl y l 820s saw the fierce 
struggle against t he Combin~t ion cts , ~nd f0~ th~ r ight to organise. The 
mot ive forc e behind this s t rugg1e was th . Iri s h national minority of the 
Midl ands and t he orth , Hhos . rebe llious men , worr.en and youth held t he 
t hreat of uprisin~ constantly over the he~ds of t he bourg .o i sie of the 
industrial towns . Such a f~ctor shou l d have provided a l iving l ink bet ween 
the revolutionary movemt.' nts of t (' hw c ountries, And ye t the new breed 
of labour l eader , .pitomised by Fr~nc is l a ce, situat -.d in London and 
possessed of a gr eat t alent for int r igue and skullduggery , constantly worked 
to divert prole t arian strugg l e away f~om ins ur rect ionary paths and int o the 
murky back-corridors of .parlicvJl1 on t tU'y machina tion . 
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Then as now t he true forces f or r vo lutionary advance in this country 
were bas d f ar beYond t he fringe of 'respectabl e' l abour politic~,among 
the super-explo ited workers, mo~tly of national minority origin. Pl aceo's 
anti-!rish chauvini sm is reliably documE'nt ed, and it Has 'such as he who 
effective l y sabotaged any prospect of ~nuine r evol ut ionary organisation 
t hat wou l d coordinate on a countrywide scale these militant and lar gely 
Irish f orces which, while peri phera l t o the 'agreed limit s I of bourgeois 
d .mocrat ic polit i cs, were t he cent ral forc .s f or revolut i on against t he 
bourgeois social order. Place was a heat .d critic of voherty, to whom 
he referred as a "hot -headed Irishman ", 

How reminiscent such a situation i s of today' s middle c l ass l .ft ! 
Our 'left i sts' are f orever pl aCing th forces f or r evolution in Bel fast, 
Brixton and elswher. beyond thc' bounds of t heir political consciousness, ' 
and outla.dng t hem 'from practi cal considerat ion when formulati ng t heir 
policies and ordering t heir pri ori ties . Does such polltical and i de o
l ogical genocide of oppressed nat i ons and nat i onal minorities by supposed 
soc i alis t s merit any more pol i t e pit hc t than Hitlerit e national s oc i a lis m? 

A const ant polit ical feature of 'left ' organisations f ound .d on such 
an approach has a ways been a chauvinist refusal t o cont emplate the e l e
mentary f act that t hf' pr0s7!{'cts f.:'r r nvol ution<lry advmJlCe' m BrlminaN 
ine'.Ctr i cabl y bound up with t ho r eper cuss ions within Britain of Ire l and's 
s tru.~g le for independE'-ncl.· , The principa.l l ocation of such sham 'leftism' 
is in london , close to t he heartland of reformist and parliament ary hocus
pocus. Or ganisationa lly, ' I ft ' ~rou~ings of s uch a kind are invariably 
firmly Hcdded to t he i r own per ptuation rat her t han to proF-;ress iv . forces 
i n soci ty at l arge; mut ua l a,llegia.nce among their component members is 
set above princ ipled adaptat ion t o unfo ldin~ revolutionary opport unit y, 
The characteri s t i c ideological a t mos]here of t his colonialist middl e
class l eft i s one of co l d and gl oomy superiority and a l oofness t owards the 
oppressed , and disdain f or the ' hot-headed Irisruruan', and for that mat ter 
f or the hot-headed black or Asian or indeed .ven for the hot-headed 
Frenchman - anyone. i n f act, but th<.' co l d-headed En._,lishman. uuch cold 
superiority is regarded as a mark o£ honour, being ~cf8rred t o as 'ob
ject ivity', 'scienc.', and so on. ;;,uch chauvinist 'l€f tism' provid~8 a 
f i nal line of defence of imperialis t ideology agains t the f ormation of . 
genuine r vo lutionary group:ln:ss t hat s t and with the oppressed. 

As a r esul t of such a t endency among its ' l eadership ', t he organised 
l abour movement of the ear ly 1830s became diverted i nto the struggle for 
parliament ary reform., Revolutionary 1 aders such as Doherty ecame 
disillusioned wit h 'politics' and left the fie l d t o 'free trade' demagoguES 
such as Cobden. Meanwhi l e at this very time the TithE' i'far was spreading 
the sparks of r evo luti onary agrarian warfare across Ire l and. But th: 
credo of the middle-c l ass was, t hen as ~ver, to out l aw such considera
t ions from th . counsels of prol etarian politics in Britain. ,. 

rrhus was British co l oni alism 's par ed one . again from thc~ nightmare of 
a ~ritish cri sis in th . context of an I r i sh crisis. The Irish peasant 
vms by the J.ate 1830s blud.~E:' oned back to the increasingly infert ile potato 
patch , there to eke out another seven or eight years of destitution 
b .fore the whol . precarious eco lo,~ical system brokt' down in potato blight 
and starvati on, and on t op of i t col l apsed the s ocial system and half the 
human be ing3 of which t hat social syst~m was composed . 

It was t hus with a free hand tha~ the British authorities faced Chartism 
during its insurroctionary phast'. of 1838-42. By the mid-1840s. t his force 
had spent i tself . and labour demands had been di verted into the cry for 
Repeal of t he Corn Laws, i . e . ' cheaper bread' , The Repea l of these pro
tective tariffs when at l ast it came in 1846 constitut d, by roduc i ng the 
price of Irish corn e:::ports, perhaps the final twist lorhich plunged Irelandinto 
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the unrelieved famine of the late 18405. The cry f or 'cheaper bread' 
thus became, in the mouths of the demago3uesof the time, a veritable 
watchword of Chauvinist, colonial ist ' leftism', flaunting as it did the 
utter disre;;ard of theSE" labour 'I aders' for Ireland's agrarian emergency. 

In 1848, an Irish r ising was att empt ed. , Its l eaders were at best half

heart ed in the ir enthusiasm f or the Chartist revival which occurred in 

t hat year, and who can blam~ them? 


In England, Feargus 0 'Connor had, thrLugh embodying an Irela.nd-Chartism 
l ink, focussed the f;,llf rays of hope ' f or a r evolut i onary upris i ng. But 
even he baulkcd at t h prospect of a showdown wit h the authori ties in 1848 
and r aached an agreement i>1ith the English authorities for ,a peacef ul 
dispersal of th . great London Chartist demonstrat i on of April . With 
the focus and s ights of Charti::;;~: s o exclusively within Britain, and so 
shamefully split from the cont ral, glari ng fact of the Irish famine, is 
i t any wonder that O'Connor took t his course? He was not a coward. His 
action was t aken because he was a shrewd politician (being something mor e 
t han t hat as well , be was liithin months a broken spirit) . 

Thus was the conjunct ure of an Irish nat ional rising wit h an insur-· 
r ectionary cris i s in Brit ai n once again successfully warded off by Br itish 
colonialism. That catastrophe of missed oppor tunities which ,was enact ed 
as t ragedy in t he pf.':riod 1789 to 1803 was r eplayed as a tragicomical 
Dance of Death in t he conditions of Irish f~ine and chauvinist ' l eft ' , 
dominance in t he 18405. 

D Ireland and the birth of scient i fic socialism 

rlJarx took England as his paradigm and main case study for the demon- , 
stration of the laws of capitalist development and t he conditions for its 
overthrow. In the same way his i ni tial work on the question of internat
ional rC'lat ions under capitalism contred on Engl and's domination of 
Ire land as his most poignant and prophetic cas. study. Indee(l. in the world 
of today. it is internationa.l r elati ons that hav become the focus of 
conc.rn of revolutionary co~nunism rat her than the labour-capital contra
diction within the dominating capit alist countries . Hence, t he work of 
r1:Lrx and Engels in. laying bare the role of Brit i s h col onial dominanc . in 
Ireland, and struggling to rid the l abour movement of chauvinism~ is in 
important respect· more directly relevant t o the world of today than ' the 
achivem.nts more generally associated with them -Capital and other works 
of political economy 

Just as Marx took the concept of surplus value round t he ...hole gamut 
of t he conomic , political and philosophical t hinking of his da.y, using it 
to t ear thE-' veil of mystifi cation and hypocrisy from the social relations 
which lay behind that thinking. so al so mus t we, in this imperialist 
country , take the concept of national oppression round the whole gamut 
of social. economic and political thinking in our day. Our startin:; 
point is as easil y stated as was 11arx ' s: we have to deal with the sarno 
fundamental questions as iYJarx did. but in a cont .xt where Marx's basic 
assumptions no onger serve as adequate ~ tarting points. Wher. Marx could 
again and again start from the s i tuation within a g i ven count ry wi thout 
in any way de-revol utionising his theory t He face a situation where the 
pressin~ probl ems f aced by us all Lp.g in from a situation where ~y singl e 
transaction normally invo l ves ~than one g i ven country , nat ion or 
national group, and where the relation between them is expl oitative. 
In such a s ituation it is counter-producti ve and indeed thoroughl y react
ionary to start from Marx I S assumptions. As an example, Marx's concept 
of 'sociall y necess~y labour t ime' no l ong ~ serves, as it did with ~, 
as a sol ution t o pressing po l emical tasks; for i t has become transformed , 

10 



with capital ism's development to imperialism. into its opposite, and has 
come a problem - for the characteristic position under imperialism is 

that in one transaction are involved ~ necessary labour times because 
tl'l'O soci ties are involved. 

In spite of this enormous difference. in t he context of the i r Hork, the 
prac t i cal and t hporetical activities of Marx and Engel i n r elation to the 
Irish questi on showed how far they had ~on , in spirit towards t he prolet
ari an int ernat i onalis m of th, future ~ Hhich was eventually to b come , in 
our time, so clearly focussed on the struggle f or nat i onal independence by 
oppressed nations and peopl es . ~x int .grat ed t his internat ional ism int o 
his assessment of t he revolutionary for ces wi thin .urita:.n i t se l f I referring 
to t he ant~onism behmen English and Irish worker s as "the secret of t he 
political impotence f the Engl ish wor king c la s. ' 

In connection with his Nork on the london HI lA, '1arx constantly ran up 
against the deadweight of chauvini st oppor tunism . Time a nd again he .had 
to s t rugg l e hard to get Britain's labour leaders to present a t least a 
modi cum of s upport for the republican Fenian movement of t he l860s, if only 
in words.· Only thus were these 'leaders' enabled to ho l d t he ir heads up 
in tho international socialist movement , which lias perhaps very much more 
than they deserved. He also used t ne n lMA- as a base· from -whichto mobilise 
an possible int ernat.1onal contacts to campaign Horl dwide f or release of 
the Feni an prisoners ~d other central Ireland solidarity tasks . 

It is wort h no t ing- that t1Tarx's use of the HlMA 1o1as s t rictly t act ical, 
and that matters of princ iple took precedence. He was well aware of t he 
r ott en, ChauvDlist essenc , of much of the London IWMA set-up, as his 
conlf'idential correspondence wit h Engfll s reveals. In 1871 , t he .taris 
Commune brou~ht into existence mor e t horoughly r.liable and i nternationalis t 
revo lutionary forces for ~A to work with. By the end of l87~ , therefore, 
the wndon IW 1A outfit had sarvd its purl'ose and Marx s .nsibly ensured its 
demise by shippin,,: it off t o the US. 

'rhen as nON a central point OI princ i pl e i n t he Ire l and solidarity 
movement was politically to defend the right of Ir0 l and's nationalist armed 
forces to conduct military operations of\Bri t'~h soil . &~ upheld t his 
r ight and refused to be drawn int o t he anti-'terror' t ' orchestra of his 
day. In t his, he present s a stronr, contras t to the '!1arxists ' o;f ,to
Jay' s mlP, WRP. and others, who like nothin6 bett er t han a routine bit of 
anti-Republican hysteria every time this question comes int o prominence. 
1arx' s principleu stand on thi s matter is brought into all the s harper 
relief by the. fact that he was constantly eng~ed in po l emics with anarchist 
terrorists , and thi s had disposed him personally t o disfavour some Fenian 
operat ions in Lontlon; however, this di d not affect his publicly-express d 
standpoint, and he kept his personal vi .vIS strict l y between himse lf' and 
Engals - l east of a ll dl <i it" l; uuf ::'J...: th t v t:!c c!;,au",inist labour leaders 
of his day. 

The political core of Marx' teaching on this question was t o oppose 
chauvinist l abourism wi th a clari on call to support Fenianism as a move
ment of the oppressed in s t rueG"le . He ass.;:ssed F ni ani sm as being "char
act .rised by a socialistic t endency ( in a negative sense , direct ed against 
the apl :r:opriat ion of the soil) and by bei ng a lower orders movement .. • 
The movement t ook r ot (and is stil l r eally rooted) onl y in the mass of 
the people, t he lOHer orders . That is what charact erises it. ·· 

It is perhaps only today , over a century later, Hhen thE:' r evolt of the 
oppressed of t heworl,l is centred on the strugg les of oppressed, weak and 
di vided nations in Asia, Afr ica unQ Lat in America, and when inde endence 
has become t he polit i cal crux of t hes e struggl es I that th , gr eatness of 
Karl l1arx can be fully appreciat d in all -round perspective. or Fenianism 
t'la5 a nat i onal, not a spec ifically prol et arian, mo ement, and mi.3ht there-

H 



fore have appeared to a more dogmati thinker as a negative phenomenon 

at a t ime when the immediate t sk of scientific social ism was to uphold 

the exc l usively proletarian class forces 1'fhich wer e then strugg-ling into 

po l itical life. Furthermore, Marx had, as we have seen, his own r eserva

tions about some of theFenian movement ' s t actics. Yet he a l lowed none of 

this to stand in the way ot' his support for Feni anism as a 'loHer orders 

movement ": i nst ruggl . . What "characterised" a movement was for him not 

i ts relat ion to his o~m theories or preferences, but whether or not it 

was r ooted among the Im·rer orde~ o.nd whether or not its bl ows ~rere aime 

against oppression. 


l'lhat a cont ras t t he real Karl Marx presents to ,the opposit e approach 
of our chauvinis t left odaY. who do not hesitat e to use • ~st ' terms 
about 'class s t ruggle ' as arguments agai nst the Irish Republi can Movement ! 

The banner of Marx and Engel ~las t aken up by James Connol ly in his 
enduring work in Hedding tho concept of proletarian s t ruggle to the context 
of national upri sing by the oppressed peoples . Connolly developed a firm 
I~rasp of t he dialectical link bet ween t he fate of Britbh labour and the 
national liberation struggl of t.he Irish and other oppressed nat i ons. 
For exampl e, hi s work Labour _in Iri sh hi story pinpoint s, wit h t he assured 
t ouch of a professional activist, most of the events and indivi duals that 
have been ment i on .d above - Des pard , Emmet , Doherty, O'Connor , etc . 
Though Connolly h i ms 'lf did not have t he opportunity to develop such work 
to i t s ful l potontial, it is a.,e:ain and again found that his conunents l ead 
to f urther fresh and productive trains of thought. 

The fruit fulness of Uonn~lly's historical work s t ems in lar~e measure 

from his ability always t o see t he revoluti onary mov .ment of Bri tain in 

the context of t he situation in Ireland and vice versa, an ability derived 

from his lifelong involvement in t he r evolut ionary movement;:, in both c 

countries . 


The essence of Connoll y ' s t eaching on the Bri tish labour movement may 

be summarised as : Either th~ Driti sh labour movement breaks free from 

the dominance of its chauvinist l eader ship and aligns with Ireland ' s 

i ndepcmdence movement, or it will b~ s (~nt t o hell - not least by t he Irish 

vote i n English elections, Hhich ':fi ll in that case understanJ.abl y continue 

t.o be cast in f avour of m eral candidates in the hopes at l east of 

Home Rule I and thus cont inue t o stiflf t he development (If socialism in 

Parliament or i ndeed (and mor a s i gnifi cantl y) outside it. 


Conno l ly 'S aim was to direc t the British labour movement away from the 
road to hell and into active collaboration with the Irish lower orders. Hi s 
work with Larkin in 1913 brou~ht the oppres sed of the C ydeside and many· 
other areas of Britain into active coordination with ont of th~ biggest 
l abour stI'llF~lQS ever seen ini~es tern Europt-! - the Dubl in lockout . Conn
ol ly actively campaigned to di rect so l iuarity action in Britain away from 
exclus i ve preoccupation wi th f und-raisine , the relatively cos y operation 
f avoureu by the •charitabl e f labour lead(:rship, and t owards t he launching 
of sympathetic strikes · .. 

In the Lockout stru~g le, which he l d out f or five months, the Iri sh 

CitiZen Army was born fhe £ighting spiri t of the Dubl in wor kers re· 

awakened from the ashes the spirit of Emmet and inaeed of iJesparcL Once 

a3a in British coloni alism faced a dagger held to its throat by an 'un

r espectable ' labourmo v ment at home spearheaded by the Irish national 

minority in Glasgow and elsewhere, and in c l os an or ganised coordination 

with an Irish movement a l r eady taking t o armn. Soon may Br Hds h coloni 

a l ism l ive to see such a nio'htmarf."· onc€' more : 


Connol ly greet ed the 'moral F,ranueur · t o which British labour had been 
raised in t he early days of the l ockout: Dublin suffered ~d agonised, 
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but re~iced that even in its suffering it was the medium for the apost o
lat~ of a rejuvenatine idea. ,I However, t he 'sectional officialdom" of the 
l abour leadershi p "fell to the tempter' and confounded the internationalist 
unity of thG early weeks. "And so we Irish l'rorkers must again -go down into 
Hell , bow our backs t o the lash of t he slaVe> driver , l et our hearts be 
seared by the iron of his hatred, and in&cead of the sacramental wafe~ of 
brotherhood and common sacri fice , eat the dus t of defeat and betrayal" 
( The isolation of Dublin" I February 7th 1914) . 

The nemesis wreakpd upon British l abour for t hus being misled was to 
be a t errible one, measured in t he deat hs of their youth by the million 
in t he ensuin~ interimperial ist war . 

E- 'Easy ..,po l itics ' and t hL1ll5e of independence 

Before r eturni ng t o a bas i cally chronological fram8work,wsome of the 
political ~round_ cov , red above will be restat ed i n current t er ms: 

The stated a i m of communism i s to l~ad class struggl es towards the 
revolutionary overthrow of the capitalist state. Its method is to buil d 
a revo l utionary political party with this aim that can give a ll-round 
l eadership based on t he summation of revo l utionary experience and revo
l utionary thought. 

History abounds .in-cases of the insurrection~xy overthrow of t he 
established order. Some' of t hese cases are pr ogressive and r esult in 
seizure of power by t he oppresse . Others remain under the contro l of 
reac t ion and dema.go,:ry, and result in the ostablishmEmt of despoti c rule 
or fascism, Hm.. are w. to diff r ntiate which is l'lhich '? The difference 
can be difficult to se~ for s ome peopl e, .special ly for middle class peopl e, 
who l ik , t o see th,mselvE's as abov\? or 'dptached ' from such viol ent goings 
on and t('nd to ro:::;ard tho t wo ph ,nomena as two aspect of the same t hing 
as 'totalit ari anism', etc . 

Blood -and-t hunder varieties of naive 'revo lutionary' socia lism have 
little t o say on thi s crucial 'luf'st ion. The ir vie,w of c<ociety i s summed 
ur in the memorabl~ coupl et by Paul Pot t s which is 'luoted in Paul Foot's 
~ou should be a social is t : 

"Ie ' re in the ditch, we Ire in the ditch 
H 've .;ot to !,:et rid of the rich ' 

Thi s vieH of the ,wrld might seem rather touchinb in i t s chil d,l ike sim
pli city ( r even f e ll to the temptat i on in Why ~aul F~o~ shoul d be a 
soc ialist, of su?;gesting a compl e t ion to this poetic epigram as f ollows : 
r'~<vl" p;ot little,a,nl they'vegot lots -- It's a 't1.fo-class ' 1forlJ., say 
the Trots ") However. such an I Gasy .1:-'0 Iitic..,' ~. .1:-'-'02.8h of 'Up th _, workers 
and d01'm the rich I is mor, handy f or t he fascist dema.:i!;ogue t han i t is 
.nlir:htening for the g'3nuine rE: Ifo l utionary . 

Genuine revolutionary l eaders ha'fe alway had to different iate their 
poli!Cies sh..'ll'ply from thosl~ of the I(':asy politicians'. Firs t . as we say{ 
in the case of r1a..rx ' s remarks on the Feni ans, they ho lr1 to t he fundamental 
prinCipl e of ~'rr.~olutionary dialectics - that t he ' l m1er orders I, the most 
oppr ssed, are to be supported whan they rise up. 

Secondl y, and overlapping with the above poi nt, Benuine r evol ut i onaries 
have since Lenin' s d~y recognised t hat in the era of modern imperialism 
(i.e. the era when ca~italism has come t o t ake an imperialist form and the 
principal form of oppression vlorl dwide is national oppression ) it i 
oppressed nat ions nd naticnal minorHic-s which arE' the most oppressed . 

It i s clear that 'jillarxism' as the term is understood in common parlance 
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in Britain today tends to omit these crucial facts £rom considerat ion, and 
(~·rhen the t erm is not being a9plied to N\.~w wft-stylo intellectualistic 
waffle utterly divorced from practice) is used as a synonym for simplistic 
pro l etarianism To take one examph· f rom thE' many possible, Arther Scar
F"il1 is Wt~ ll knmm f or his prof"ssions of readiness to clefy the capitalist 
legal system in the pursuit of t he int 0rests of his members and indeed of 
the me mber s of other uni ons. Such a stamtpoint can j us t ly be sald to ~ive 
credibility to his reputation for devot ion t o the i nterests of his members, 
and doubtless he is indeed prepared. to suff r weal and woe lith them. 
However, he sli ps easily into t alk about an 'energy policy for this nation I 
in such a l-lay as to reveal u lack of any internati ona list perspective. and 
even a r eadin .ss to identii'y t he interest'~ 0 ' his members with t hos e of 
British imperial ism and i t s plunder of t hi rd wor l d r esources. uc h is 
t ho ease with ,,,hich ' c.: a .3Y politics'. can coexis t withchauvinisL , disdain 
f or t he s truggl es of the oppr essE'd countries for o?onomic independence. 

Those who e-cnuin .ly UDholc the tradition of Marx, by contrast, begin 

from an entire ly diffC'rent ongl" In t ho word of Kim Il 0ung: "The 

l-Thole process of int rnational developments in the y ars under revie w" 

(1970-1980) liShONed clearly that ours is an age of independence when t he 

oppr .ssed andhwniliat ed pco? le have api ·eared as the mast ers of the world 

and are pushing t h whCt"' ls of hi story with vi gour accordi ng to their own 

will and demand . The p ,opl e of thp wor l d oppose all arm of dominat ion 

and subordination and call for independence? and many countries are taking 

tho r oad to nat-ionaJ. independence and. sovereignty - This is th -l main. trend 

of our t i mes which no for ce can stop," (Report t o the 6th Congr ess of the 

Worker",' lart y of Kor aa , October l Ot h 1980. ) 


In this "age of ind8J?endence" when oppression by capitalism has taken 
a national for m, the s t rtJ.Ggle for i ndependence is the concrete manifest
ation of the histori cal mission of t he Droletariat to end the opvression 
of man by man. In Nan' s t ime it was t he proletariat of the first capit 
alist countries that l ed t he f ulfilment of t his mission; in Leni n's day 
the mantle fe l l upon t he Russian proletariat, a younger s ocial force, and 
yet ., not l east by "/irtUE' of t hat fact itse l f , a more revolut ionary s ocial 
force; in our day. the "age of i ndependence", the mantle of t his histori 
cal mission has fa l len upon the newly emergin'j proletarian f orc s i n the 
third world, with pcase~t and ot her oppr ssed c l ass forces ral lied c lose 
around them. This dOGS not deny ~arAis t c l ass dial ectics - on the c ontrary, 
it comirms them , by shmTing that t he prol e t ariat can playa l eadership 
role in every situation where ~an c:~loits man, and a t @very staGe of the 
s t rugg l e to overt hro"H the capitalist s ystem in all its manifestations . 

The simplistic prolet arianism of ' easy po l i ticians' like Paul Foot, 

Art hur Scargill and Co., who lik . their class confrontations to be nice 

an straig htforward, were long ago cast igateu by Lenin in his comments on. 

the East r rising : "\ hoeve r e cpects a ' pure' social rE'volution wi ll nC'ver 

live to see it. Such a person pa ys l ip service to r evolution without 

un erstandin, 1>rhat revolut ion r eally is. n 


From the very beginnings 0: t he history of hWllan civilisation, every 
ruling class prior to the pr-letariat has oppressed other peopJes and 
nationa1 ~roups. That is hOH c lasses and the s tateo first arose, as f10rgan 
and Eniels l ong w7 0 es t ab l isheo. The patriarchal family, havinc subjugated 
woman wi thin the fami l y I expanded t hrough t ht: subjuGation and ens l avement 
of other l oca l or tribal Groupings. Thus c la~s struggles have nover from 
the ir very i nception been ' pure' in t<;rnal affai rs within a sinf~le peopl e, 
the 'tray our 'ea.sy politicians' would have us be lieve. Cl ass struggl es have 
ahrays had national or local for;n a nd c ontent. 

For example 9 in t he British Is l es the':' structure of rulint; class power 

has since Norman times derived from the domination by J eudal-inv:~sion 
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rulers over the prpvious inhabitants : 

* in En~land, the previous inhabitants were largely incorporated within 
the ruling class politica.l and cultural orbit (althou:rh loca l cultural 
survivals continue as much morro t han a memory in many areas, and local 
i dentity even t akes a n.ational form in Cornwall and the Isle of 11Jan ) ; 

* vlal es and Scotland were subdued by (1 mixture of suppressi on and inco.rp
o;t:atian,. with t hE. successful integration of their ruling classes into the 
British political system; 

* Ireland has run t he who l e gamut of forms of national oppress i on, from 
settlement to at t ein],ltf'd genocide, and eventually to neocolonial part i tion 
a history which ha.s made of Ir.l nd a historica l encyclo :"Jaedia of forms 
of oppressi on , 

As we have seen , whenevf:lr , · down the centuries, the foundat ions of 
oppress ive c l ass rule in this count ry have l;"umbl ed .these bottled-up 
forces of local and national r s i stancG have threatened to burs t forth, : 
particularly in the case; of Ir land. All the violent confrontat'i-ons in 
"Ihi ch t he British ruling class has d. f Gnded in blood the rule it won in 
blood (the Civil Wars of t he sevent eenth centruy I the survival of t he 
monc;trchical sys t em ' in t h face' of the French r 'volutionary threat, etc .) 
have taken place in tho context ~f Irish reb~l1ion And in every case the 
Irish rebellion represented t he ultimat e ni~htmare for the survival of that 
r ule - the ' dagger at t he leart ', t he forcp which mos t immediatelY threat
ened de livery of t he final coup e ,race 

No matter how I Marxis t ' our easy pollticilln mLLy r €'.rrarc1_ themselves, 
Ma.r'~ himself dee1- ly .grasped t his _Lundamental law of the British revo l ution: 
"The decis ive bl ow agains t the English ruling classes . . . , " . he wrote in 
1870, "cannot be de liver .d in .cor:l and, but only in IrelanJ.· 

Th , chauvinist 'left' in British politics , which l abours t o prevent 
a "decisive blow arsainst th English r uling c lasses" so as to preservE:; 
its cosy position of 'If>adership', hence clings dt)sperate lY t o 'easy 
politics' aa a manoeuvre to keep f~enuin ly revolu ionary forces_such as 
Irish r epublicanism (and now black youth rebellion) out of cons i d·6rat ion. 
This explains the fanatical devotion of such leftists to fads such as 
'industrial base-building' and other such apotheoses of t he holy labour
capi tal contradicti on. 

Such an approach is wrong, and misleading in a prof oundly reactionary 
Hay. For it is !!£!:. Arthur Scargill and his merry men v/ho hold a dagger 
t o t he heart of British capitalism. 

That dagg~r is he l d by Connollyism , by Bobby Sands ' s spirit of freedom , 
by the African, Malayan and a l l other peoples rebelli ng agai ns t Bri tish 
imperi a l ist ~Io . and by the Phoen ' A rulQ bold Robert Emmet. 

F. Ireland, the Red Cl ydeside and the British r evolution 

The years f ollm-Ting t he conclus i on of the First Norld '"Jar were s tormy. 
The rul i ng class lived in f ear of t he prospect of revolutionary c l ass 
struggle br eaking out on the Clydos ide, in Li verpool , and. elseHhere 9 and 
desperate ly set about deployin~ th\ armed forces of the stat. accordingly. 
In Ireland, the British armed forces wer e be inO' chased out of cOlUlty after 
count y by the rifks of the IRA The BriUsh ruling class was in the 
mids t of its recurring , r agirlLj nightmarr - a domestic cri s i s in tho cont ext 
of an Irish r ebellion . 

lie shall return later t o the nature Clflll significance of the neo-colonial 
coup whereby Britain imposed a .partition s ettlement upon Ire l and and thus 
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e~tricated itsel:f from its quandary, For t he moment it is enough to stat e 
that, faced with the traumatic event of the success of the partitionist 
coup the revo l utionary movement in thi3 country was f orce to perce i ve the 
bankrupt cy of 'easy politics'. In s uc h an extr eme ly compley situation of 
national and communal contradiction and nationalist loyalty and treachery, . 
it Nas pl ainly unfeasible for ~. V8n the most banale dem~ogue to say, ' ole 

are ,for the workers and against t he rich· and eXJlGct this to establish 
any kind of progressive Crt"dl~ntials . On the contrary, world. sit uation 
had a.J:'isen in vrhich t he Soviet Union. and Comintern supported. thE- independ
ence strue;gle", of Ire.1:t.nr , !nelia, Egypt and ot her countries oP.l.ressed by 
British imperialism. 'Easy politicians ' \{ho wanted to Jet back to the 
' straibhtforward' labour-capital contradiction were forced to come out in 
opposition t o t he Soviet state and the ational liberation struggles it 
supported. 

It is to the credit of the revo l ut i onary forces in Britain at the time 
(constituted, as He shall see, by t he I rish national minority and the ir 
supporters) that a militant anti-~artitionis t minori ty upheld the banner 
of internationalism in t his comp l ex s ituation. Hany f thesE' comrades 
rallied roun the initial attempts t o f ound a Communi s t Party in this 
country 

Outstanding in his 8upport f or the stru~gle of Ireland's revolutionary 
republicans was John Mac l ean. Althou '-'h t he Leninist theory of lmyerialism 
wa,s not current amon,-" British r e volut ionaril' s prior to the mid-19 ' Os 
(s ee;· " Imper i al ism and the British l abour move ment in t he 19 was , " St uart 
Mac intyre, Our History :pamphle t , 64) , anJ a lthough the significance of 
Briti~h imperialism's t urn towards npoco l oni a l tactics could not ye t be 
fu l ly gr asped, Maclean nevorth 1. 88 firml y uphe l d the struggle of the 
revolutionary republicans. "The ;:i i nn Feiners, !' he s t ated, "who make 
no profession of socialism or communis m, and who are a t best non- soqinlists, 
are doing more to he lp Russia and t he r evo l ution than all we professeS. 
MarxianDolsheviks in Britain " (from Maclean's artic l e entitled ItUp India! 0) , 

This assessment is strikingly reminiscent of Marx ' s r C'marks on the 
Fenians ("a soc i alistic t .ndency . . . in a negative sense " , etc.) anJ. 
reveals. how Maclean creative l y sought to apply M9.rxian support for the 
"lower orders" in the new situation of the post-1917 world. 

This thought eXlressed by Maclean is r a lly so s i mple that it might 
almos t be regarded as a c ommonpl ac8. It is, after all f a truth that 
even bour,~e ois propaganda will bl ar out on occasions when it f eels that 
communism has beengiyen a sufficii.ntly bad name for such a truth to put 
peopl e off s upporting a g iven nat i onalist movement . 

Yet, unbeli .vable as it may sound, such rays of c l arity as that pro
vi ded by Maclean are scandalously f ew and far b~tween in the annals of 
Ireland solidarity in Brit.:tin . . A f a irl y exhaustive search of the pub~ 
lished materia l of tho Communis t and labour movements has so far failed 
to bring t o light n:ny .ndurinp.; Mar xi st tendency gui ded by this ideol ogi
cal truth be tween the time of Maclean and the foundin& by the Revolution
ary Communist Group (RC(~ ) of t heir journal "Hands off Ir ,land:" in the 
early 1970s (a journa l subsequent ly incorporated into "Fight Racism! 
Fight imperialism! " , and since 1979 joined in its advocacy of this line 
by "New ~e ' ; , a news paper edited by me . Hhich in 1980 was incorporated 
into the current "Cbss ,.)truggle tt

). 

tla.clf:an·s c larity was demonst rab l y a fUnct i on oL .his active immersion 
mong the Irish na t ional minori t y of th~ Clydes ide . For when a t East er 

1916 the lat ter community, by now isolat ed f or a year f rom Ir~land, was 
caught lariSf' ly unawares by t he rising in Dublin and f a i led t o s trike" 
i mmediate b l ows in s o1idarity , Mac l ean Has lukewarm or oven m~gative 
\~ his support for t h , ris inc . How0vr r , his continuing involvement with 
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th~ most oppressed of Glasp:Ql;(, the IriRh.whn "'Flr~ 'lUiCi<.E'!Rt, 'to Rens.' tho 
backslidinp;s and tL'o~.rh~n:y of' rf.~np~nde ' patriots I , had set him on tha 
corrE~ct 'ourse by th.· t ime it came to the po..rtitionist coup. It was in 
this ' identification with the oppressed in strt.l[;glp, and his readiness to 
le4~n from them, that Maclean's greatness lay. 

Much indeed,-ip there t o l earn from thE': experi ence of the Irish national 
minority in Britai n. . herty 's iancashi re- and Scotl and-based National 
Association f or th~ irotection of Labour, though its exi s t ence was brief 
(1830-circa 1832), made enough of , a mark t o justify the claim that it was 
the Irish national minority and i ts leader8 'who f irs1:. 0 llsanis d: . labour on 
~ national scal e in Britain, and th~ puny' TUC opportun~ts of today should 
be.f~ced to adknowl edge that fact and pay d).l.E' 'tribute. to; thosG' who, 
t hrou,:h h~qic c£ssstTuggle, laid the groundw?rk for th . formation 
of t he organisat i on they now 'lead', . 

. '. Similarly,. urbaE. Chartism in England and Scotland was largel y manned 
by the Irish, and it was an Irishman t - Feargus O'Connor, who "converted 
Chartism from ~ seri"s ·o.f local dis t urbances irito a natipna l move ment' 
(Asa Briggs in J ,~f Boyl!? , ed., ~ders and Harkers). As ~onnolly was 
~tf-r, wrily to observ . , 0 'Connor was "one of the firs~ of that long list 
of Irish fi,~ht("rs in r,reat Britain whose unselfish sacrifices have gone 
to make a r .cord for an 'English' labour movemc;nt"(labour in Irish hist ory, 
Chapter l ~ ) . 

At the turn of the present century~ and at an acce l erating rate during 
the First i'[arld. ~lar , there was a rapid expansion in the transport, ship
b4ildin,~. munitions and ath ' r indust ries. In the spraw l ing and unplanned 
conurbations which mushroomed round tho boom arena~ .propled largely by the 
Irish national minority, there exist€d a situation echoing the urban social 
turmoil of the industrial revolution of t he late eighteenth century, and 

s, in turn foreshadowing the l ater de,vl>lopment of national minority urban 
areas such as Brixt on, St. Pauls, etc . The most turbul~nt ar.a .of all was 

) , tne Clydesiue, a Vast workcamp 'f(hcch spread out from (:las.; ow and housed 
tens of thousands of recent immi~rants from Ireland and the Scots Highlands. 

A!:; a l ready mentioned, it Has 1)r cicp l y in the political int erchange 
between Gl asgow and Edinburgh on th o one hand and Ireland on the other that 
much of Connolly 's activity t ook Flace. At the very beginning of this 
century, Connoll y :played a leading ro l e in t he €!s tablishment of the Social 
ist labour Party. a split from th J3rit?-sh Socialist Party whi ch was at 
the t i mo dominated by Hyndmanite chauvinism The firm,int~rnationalist 
stand sustaim~d by the SIJ during the onsuing years has been well u cu
mented (sc>e 'Raymon . Challinor' s Orifl'ip~ pf British Bolshevis m) . and it 
was stl.bs~quent~t to be9-ueat~ to the Communist Party some of t he ' latter's 
most achvely 1.l1ternatJ.onnhst cadres (nc(hrlUs , Paul. NurlJhy ) . ' A larger
scale mass organisation was the Glasgow 1..1', for whose pap.r, .Forward, 
Connol ly contri buted a weekly column fro 1913 unt il prevented by war 
ccimditions earl y in 1915. ,; 

Art in~rcstingexample of how historical materialist fac t is 'revis.d' 
out of t he 'Fecord i s provided by a bookentitledPoo;men's~uardians by 
Norn i n3 :,t ar cOiDrespondent :Jtanl oy Harrison , which pur1Jorts to te l l the 
truth about the Horking c l ass pross in Britain . This revisionist book is 
all adul a t i on for t h Daily Heralu in its fund-raising for t he Lublin 
Lockout of 1913. Yet a t thr t ime Larkin stat~d . that collections rais~u 
by Forward hc'1,u contribut ed more funds f or tho Lockout than the· rest of the 
l~bour movement ~ut t06cther. The facts and fi~ures are all on r ecord, 
and an iVEst i,;ation \~ould probabl y reveal how mislt:ading th<:? c hauvinist 
historianB of the Brit ish ' lcft' are in thoir superc~lious unconcern +pr 
the most oppress .d ~;hose trugglE' has bE-on the t!'ile motivE' f ore. of his
tory , .. pi~nificantly, FOrWardis readers, Iri<~h and .:lcots Highlands immi
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rants for xampl " had a national. contradiction with the rlritish state. 
Being beyond th .. pertph ry of respectable society th.y constituted a power
ful f mbryo for a nGW sociE>ty defined by the 'noble characteristics of the 
oppressfld . But no, Harrison and his ·i]]< prefer the perspectivl .of 
standard bourgeois history. and the achievemf'nts of these super-eXfloited 
workers are struck off the record.bllch arc t he elementary; init~al . 
tasks that still remain ·to :be undertaken by r evoluti onary tti dry if '\18 
are even to begin to r(stour policies upon historical ~~t rialist bedrock. 

Connolly dreli a ttention to the fqct t hat in Britain "Irish working 

class exiles wer0 pr es ent andactiv~ i n the r anks of militant labour in 


t . 

numbers out of all proportion to ther~tio they b e to th population 
at large ; And always they were the advanced j the last compromising, the 
most ' rreconcilable element in t he mov .ment"(labour in .Irish hi~tory, 
Chapter 15) . If ' socialists'like Harrison chaos to isnore such histor
ical materialist starting :11oints,thcm it will b th'ir own 'socialisn' 
and its inevitably unrealistic and misguided pol icies that they will 
condemn to irrelevance an~:L pj)lj.v:Lon ,_._ 

Th~ enormously important subiect of Glasgow's links wi th the Irish 

strus:"gle in ,the period up t o 1923 cries out for detai ed consideration 

as- perhaps the' most critical feature of British r(>volutiona.r~r history in 

this century so far . 


. .' . . . 

Durin'!,' the First \iorld liar, Connolly's paper was at one t im printed 
on thEl SLP l)r~SS in.Gl asgow and smu;<;gleJ. over to Ir land by Arthur .'lac 
Manus. the future ·leader of the cmt! (in.a box , he lat'r reminisced, 
marked aGlass - with care ").. By 1915. Connolly was able to ,Print· his paper 
in Liberty Hall on a printing pross protect~ al.$ainst th( stat. by an 
armed "'uard on <luty (lay and night. By the 'enc1 of that year. th Cla.sJow 
press ber~an to suffer state onslaughts, Fonla,rd. bein; suppr ·ssed at 
Christ~s for its stalwart stand agains t the Govern~ nt's war policies . 

. Taken by surprise over the Ecls,ter uprisin~, which took plac after the 
government ' s repress i ve measures had disrupt d Glasf;cw- Ir land communica
tions for a year. the Glasgow Irish. stung as · \;faS th mtixc tlro~ _ssive 
labour OlaV ·ment of the worhi by the British government's vine ictive ex
('cut ton of Connolly, Pearse and the other Irish leaders, h Id the threat 
of rebellion over (aas~ow as the Iris'h l/oltmtE'ers and Cit~zen Army had 
previously held it ov r Dublin . As in the case of DublLn prior to Easter, 
the British· rrovernmEmt tClok the option of avoiding confrontation with the 
result that in the concluclinG y(:ars of the war Glasgow won a reputation 
as the las t haven J)f ree .apee.chin .Britain. This fr speech was thus the 
r ,sult not of ~ vernmental gen.rosity but of the immediate threat of 
~roletarian violence. Even in this comparativ ly favourable situation, 
the Government still practised savagE: ancl vindictive l.'t::rsecutian of 
l1aclean and othclX T'roktarian 1.aderG whenever it felt it could get. 
away Hith it 

'In the War of Independence of 1919-19 1 , Glasgow provided hundreds 
of recruits for the IRA ~ E Handley's .!.:9&t0!:Y_ o£...1!2e_1!i2!1 ,in ::"cotland 
estimates 500). Harry MacGhant:' ' s autobiOGraphy, 1:!£.1!Ioan f~htor, gives 
a vivid picture· of Gla..sf.;ow at the time tofh n 'politics ~n Glasgow meant the 
Irish question" , He recalls the fact that ~aptain Jack \'~ hite dril10d an 
Irish Citizen Army detachment on Glasgow GreE"n. I'·Jach:an and his comrades 
he l ped fund the rCA r an' j'1a.cl~an an'l other prominent labour l eaders opllnly 
called for the armin,:' of a Citiz(m Army in BritaJ.n. l·Taclean b came a 
fervent upholder of Celtic nationalism, and aQvocated a separate revolu
tionaryparty far Scotland . , . 

Such were the legendary days of th. R~d . Clyceside, an, it was frJm those 
promising origins that most of the ori,rrinal leaders of thC" CPeE dcrive(l 
leaders like Maclean, Maci1anus, nell, Gallacher, Murphy , Paul. MacShane, 
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~cky. stewart - none of whom thought anything" f spending their political 
life in ' and out of jail ancl in constant antagonisti'c contradiction with 
the s ate authorities. Almost all of them were, like Connoll\f~'Scots
Iri sh or a t l east with stroh.'" family ties to Ireland. At no :time since 
the~ ~ has t he Iri sh r evo l ut i on com~ so close to spillin~,oveF . onto British 
soil. . Hhol sections of tho ~ (\rkinf, ala4s community had ' o,penly defied 
wartim , l egislation, and t urned for political lead~rship'nbt to respec t 
able spok smen of t he bourgeois ordor, but t o figures such as Mac l ean and 
his fellows '''-1ho proudly upheld their record of successfully carrying out 
illegal as well as lelal work. Furth rmore, many of thoStJ trained in the 
schoo l of Clydeside trave l le- South of the vcots border, and contact was 
s pread far and ..ridG through Shopstewards Committees. etc (rn LivErpoo'l ' 
s situation of mass revolt aft r the war resulted in a c;unboat being sent 
up the f1ersey by the panic -stricken s tate.) Int ernat i onally t G9-11acher, 
' aul and ot h rs sustained contac t with r.lO SCOl." and Lenin began to -a-1l\use '- 
visitors t o i nt er na t ional Gat heri g by speaking Eng lish with a Scots 
accent. 

In or der to gain an overall p rspective on t he Briti sh revo ut ian -, 
what it i s and how tc move i t fOrl-I8.rd - it is essential to ,,,;ra$p thefaci; 
that these stormy year (known in Comintorn l itera-tur as t he 'fi rSt per.:. 
iou' of post -war politics ) saH the British capitalist state more ' 
immed i a t e ly thr-:~at enpd than ~ at any time since 1848 anil up till n ow, The 
tremen ous im portance of s tress in~ this po i nt i s t hat many 'easy po litic
ians' are so adulatory about th . t,;E'!lleral StrikH, and indeed s ubsequent 
lmemployed Horkers ' s t ru' 'gles, that t hey allew a chauvinis t i nterpreta
+,ion of his ory to cree,!> i n t t, i gnores the Irish context.' I f l-le are to 
~a in a corrGct perspect ive t hat ~ ill enable us t ormulate polici0s , t a,t 
will he lp to .!:,ush the capitalist sta~ over th edge next time. w must 
bear in mind the following peri d isation of the pro l e t arian r e olution 
in Br i t a in : 

* t he r evolutionary proletaria t was kept on t he defensiv , in t he post
Na.fA) l eonie years by sUt)pre sei.VEl actions like the Pete-rl oo massacr~ of 1819; 
such proletari an offensiv S ",S t ook place were based among the lancashi re 
and -,cots Irish - this was the, first proletarian rEvolutionary peri od, and 
its ~ffects remaine localised; 

'*' t he second proletarian revo l ut ionary period was that of 1838-42,1-1hich, 
thougJi r eachin,:; inc'urrectionary proportions particularly :in Hales, failed 
~? r elate to the Irish~ national ques t mon in a r evolutionary manner; , 

* the third pr ol tarian revolutionaT'J p .riod., ras, that of t he Chartist 
r eviv'nl of 1848, which cam~ nearer to coordination wi h Irel~d, but 
noyrtheless proved a passing phenomenon; 

* the 'fourth pr oletarian r evolutionary period was ushered in with the 
Dublin Lockout seli larity of 1913, and peaked in the 'first p~riod afterI 

the war , endins by 192J; 

-Yc tho fIfth' pro I e tarici.n revolutionary per10d. was ushered ,in by t he street 
fi~hting i n Southal l in 1979. the youth uprisin~ in J t )Pauls i ri ' 1980, and 
reached a peak in the risings of 1981~ t his revolutionary peri od coincides 
with the context of an Irish republican revival of great political pro
fumlity - the hun"or strike campaigns and t he consolidatiori of the Repub~ ' 
lican press- and in the high t i ce of the aGe of indep .n( ence internat
ionally . 

Only by ~aining s uch an overill perslJ€ct ~ve can He ,crrasp the fundament a l 
laws of the British revolution and excise al l the chauvinis t ' easy politics' 
that can cause so much confusion. Only such a persp .ctive 'take~clue accoUnt 
of the f act that in an imperi alist country revolution takes shape arounu ' 
national issues, nht around somf i dealistically-concelvedand simplistic 
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labour-capital contradiction. Th Sritish revolution is the Irish r evo
lution when th~ reverberations of th latter spillover onto British soil, 
as spill over they a.lways haVl. done and always Hill do . '!'he revolutionary 
forces in British soc ioty are:: those Iho, like black youth, respond most 
readily t o thi s new situation and provide a basis for rooting it more 
deepl y over here. Black youth and thOSl'~ most oppressed sections of white 
youth Nho partici pated ldt.h t em in the risings are the current mani
festation of t.hat 'unrespectable' substratum of the proletariat which 
is beyond the periphery of the official, annals of labour and which has 
nevertheless been the true \'L'iter of proletari an history inBritain . . 

. J , 

Let . us greet t~ birth of a black Clydeside in every British town j ·and .. 
rally aro~d it· as 'the heral'cl of a truly inr.ernationalist future. 

. ,. 

S. The Irish and the CpeE eO' l' 

'. 
i 

a 

It is "pre¢isely a characteristic of colonial peel,les that one of the r i . 
skills 'they devE'lop in 'v(;.ryday life is to keq')tht'msf-lves vltt of the 
limeli ht so far as the information network of the cominantnation ;Ls 
concerned. Thus th, loli ical history of the Irish na.tional minority in 
Britain is an oxtr mely difficult subjf-c for resea~ch, as it has of 
necessity tended to keep its couns Is to itself for reasons of basic 
political and cultural s If-d:''fence. Even \-lithin the Communist Party, 
which shoul have paid rl sp 'ct and LLtt ,ntion to th~; vil3ws of its national 
minoriii-y members, th r€ app.ars to have e.dst(!d LL frimeval division into, 
on the one han(~. 'r .sl·ectable' 'personp.lities' l'"e Pollitt and Dutt, and 
a kind of unofficial rank-and-file substratum afton dominated by Irish 
members. One day this hidren story of party history may be told. 

In the 6arly 1930s, tho strug51eof the Belfast working c~s for 
oute,oor r lief" made a ":Teat impact on thc-' British l eft and ,provided much 

of the inspuation for th~ unemploy .Cl lwrkers' struggles in Britain itself. 
In addition, the commUnist literatUre of he time constantly mentions the , 
Birkenhead riotin~ of that period in the same breath as the Belfast events. 
Hhen Thatcher rE-:marked. last year that th~ recen- youth uprisings could 
not be explained as due to un mployment becaus~ there was also Hidesvr ad . 
unemployment in the 1930s but no riotin' r she was ::loth right and wrong.' 
She was wrong in that thEre ..las indl::ed riot in: in Birkf'nhead by the largely 
Irish tmE'mployed. She was to an xtent unknO\~in:ly ri~ht in saying that . 
the~ason was not unem~loyment; tpe reason was not just unamployment, . 
but ·the:- existence of a national contra~liction I-Thich brotl.Jht national minor~ 
ity ar as to the forc in the mil~tancy of their resistance to unemployment 
and other ills of capitalist society . 

50 "plain -was the van~X'll Talco: the Irish in thE' labour m '1ement in~ 
Britain that on one occasion the fact E'ven l'Gn€:trated the addled pate" of 
Harry Pollitt: ;Particula:uly must wc sUJiport the great struggle now being 
waged by the rt~volutionary forct:s in Irelarid. There, is not an important 
town in the country - Cannins To..m, NeVlcastle. ';lasgow, lvJanchester - in 
all thes places 'a, tremendous section 0f' the population is Irish. Their 
participation in th~ stTUbgles side by sid~ with the British workers will 
have a tremendous effect on. the trtl,;;;l . in Irel and. Is it an accident 
that in Birkenh(;cll . ~Test Ham and Liverpool, the advanCE; ;uard were Irishmen, 
not only fightin~ a',~ainst the means t."..,t but also fightin against the 
poli cy of the National i;OV rnment in IYelaml, anl1 we: must l€.arn ho'" to u.se 
thesE' facts to thR fulL . . "(!b.£...road .i£ .victory, 1932). UnfortWlately 
this promisin~ lurch of Pollitt's co~nitive system in the direction of 
historical materialism and anti-imperialism s~ems to have been an isolated 
instance •. and no mO:l:-t was' ever heard.' of i t~ 

.1 i 

20The CP}B in ~'em~ral hE"ld to the idcolo~ical persp0ctiv, express'ed in 
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t ile title of its programme of t ~ . time> - "Class a.eainst class' . This 
r~osramme included some very stirring and even insurroctionary calls to 
strugg 1~ thn.t :place it in another world from thc' revic ionist "British 
road. to soci alism", hut it nevert.heless fails t i'ITasP the nature of the 
British r e volution as being a revolution in an im}1crialist country where 
the focal pol i tical struggle is the fight to free the revolutionary forces 
f:!:'om t h ,;> stifling infl.lence of colonialist mentality and of the middle class 
left which gi"es such a mentE'..lity a social base . "Class against class" 
does not even mention, for ~xample, the basic points alluded to by Pollitt 
in the quotation g iven above , 

The ePGB tended to shunt Irish affairs off sideways to be dealt with 
by the 'specialists ' of the Co:'~olly issociation. The CA see ms to have 
L1dert.aken some credit,1.blE" civ~l rights rwrk during the war, and to have 
achievod a certain mass f olloNi.n£; in th . postwar perioC'. However, its 
overilll i deological app:~o-::\.ch to th2 I'l.ttitude if) be adopt e:d towa:ids a 
:.:l.tional iberation movement ~ ras very H~ak, andsometimEis foul (it initi 
.:1.l1y came out against thE' IR:A m.iIi~ill'Y o.!.~rations ofJ.9J9', for instance). 
'_':.8 anti-irnpcrulist J;~ty 'thp,o::, '~icians ' s uch <15 Dutt ;diu not deign to 
r:.:ve r:ny considerG'-it ion- to sucL. ' peri:ph raI ' questions as the Irish revo
.lU -.ion' s r CJ!ercussions in britain, and thereby, besides 'con-zi gning them
selves and their ' l eaned ' torr.~G to den~rved oblivion, ~~£t the CA activ
ists to flounder arolmd '-dthout 'Ul" guic1B.nce. It i s ther efore not sur
I.r iGing that after sbme ",abbE 1I~' i'or::arde and backwards t he: CAeventually 
ciq;cncrat~d into ' e. st·ickies soc.i<:'.l c lub, and an ob ject of cr;>.nte\flpt and 
" J t!:'.:.ciom by genuine vall t.io,"c.rif' s . . 

, . . 

Th~-' CFGB r s lin~ of to lay boi Ls dQun to te l ling the Irish what to "dol, I' 

;: rl especially telling the Irish ai' t.he" six counties Hh.,q,t t o, o. In this, 
'i:h:" CPGB is at onC' in its vim, point with the British imj,;erialist statH. 
':."10 roots of thi~, revisionist treachery str e tch bac!':. to the early Co'min
t.(,rn period , Hheu' Comin Lt, rn, un er the influonce of heady talk by Zinoviev' 
i:":ld other, .rel.5arded the organi":J.t i on of .;:. Horld F'etlera tiun of ....oc ialist 
~~ publics as an immeui8;t.e. prt.ct:'cal to.f.I;: Hhich '!';Qul d bp. comple t ed within 
-- ~cr:iod of months, vqt year~. .Lhe recov8ry of imperialism, which ~olll-
~ . "i.prn h."d not ~;rpected broll'rl-t t i ,"; 11~liberat ions ba ck clown t o earth in 
the: followinTI YC<ll"::; , Ho~"ever, by i.. l1at tinh; the a t titude of being part of 
;1.11 int ernationa centre undc":-~ "I.k::'n,:; i mmediate practical Hcrk on behalf 

f many .1O'rldNi de forG(V., had ovilicntly r-:one ir:r.eversibly to the head of 
~)! e ~ritish c ommunis't.:.:; . '.1'.1':"3 a t !:.itude Ulll'ortuna.te ly overlapped with 
<:r:Y.:. ish impeJ:1ialis L ch3.'-lv.itli~iIl \~h ::'ch also qf course f;oes in fo r organ~sing 

0"(;:10:>:' nations anrl t elli-'1g thom • ba~ to do. 
. I ' • 

By the time of til? (.th C,o..':'n ~ ..rn Congress 1in 1928, a much more sobrt" 
r 1 even self-critic~l st!1ndpo': :r~ \'las ado pted.: _ It "Tas recognised that 
I·;;nin himself ha(~declared his lack of qualifica.ticns to speak on th.· r.Jle 
of cORnnunists in 'co10nic..1 ...o~":-..:-·:. -; , -=-_J to t ;.t: .... .;....n..:Lulst movement's 
] ~cI ' of expr e i encejn t.his field . By 1928 , Comintern;'-ifelt. above aU as 
• 	 :..." S 1,tlt of the Chinose l;OVO 1 toon. 0f 192.5- .7 , that some initia1 experi:" 

_ (' existed from l[hich t.o I p.a.rn This experience .-ra.5 large ly in the fiGld 
.f .../:.in~ mistakes, ". f;Lollaf o;:>er i..tioJ1s uhere Comintern was to contlnue 

. ' 5..v0. i n the fo llowilb Y'3ar$; 110uever, its fundamental a t t itude r emainou. 
_ _{.C' rning pos tUre . Even this, howe-ver, did not rub off on the CPUi3 t 

": .J_,! Londrn establi 5hment:continueclnot only to make mistakes but also 
",_ 11[0d intapabl eof·even t rying to learn from the m, or indeed of anything 
r.o.::'c (;reative thari wttitiru>; for the line from Moscow and tlfen ~;.ssing it I 

'1 	 to India t etc. 

It should be ph~ccd to thccredit of Comintf. rn that among th~ n~w_ ~ n
~~tion of CFr,B cadres i t had train~d, their most promisin~ pupil. i11iam 

::-:t' ..;"L, a r pears to have appreciated not only the significaace of Irelanu.' s 
·f~.["ht for inde:iJenueuce t but also the ~reat importance of Ireland so i darity 
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for the task of rooting int.rnaGionalist sentiment among the working class. 
He we l compd the great Irish demonstrations in Hyi. Park in the 'early 1930s 
in suppor t of lJevalGra, and in an art i cle i n labour £1onthly waged an 
inter esti ng implil'd pol emic ~ainst th~ party old gua:r~, which 1 adopted 
a " left' chauviniEt line on t he Irish c l .ctions of the time (the l att.er 
pos i t i on havin~ been put forward i n a p .vi ous articl by -Be l l ) 

MeamIhiIe , the ruling c l ass ' had been doing its best to learn the lessons 
of the Red Clyde leriod . They made sure t o improve their industrial rela
t i ons in the form of the 'Mondism' t hat follGwe l the \leneral Strike. 
Even more signifi cantly, t hey took advant age of t.he d"cline in Britain's 
trauitional heavy industries t o try t o nsure that never ~~ain would such 
a community come into existence. The ~'ave of Irish immi:, ation during 
the Second vlorlt: Har and the 19508 1'1al:5 absorbed into the new boom ind
ustries of,car production, Iwiation; etc . larg ,ly in t he Nidlancls of 
England The immigration t ook place int.o the new world of council hOUSingf 
town-plannin~ , and eventual l y of the w l f are sta t e Thus, alt hough there 
must '.J~~ about a million peopl e born i n Ire "land now living in Britain t and 
though the overwhelming J11ajority come from Cork , erry and three or four 
other count ies which have suffered most f rom British imverialism , there 
has-been carE' t aken t hat anot her Red Clyde should not develop. 

This relat ive ly new I r ish national minority community constitutes some
thing of a question mark over t he prosPt7cts for anti-imperialist advance 
in this country, A r esponse to industri a l boom, thi community has evi
dently de··,re loped a t radi tion of keepi n,:, itself to itsel f, and after some 
early Connolly As soc i ation ac t ivity i n the 1950s, a politi cal tradition 
has faih'd t o t al e deep root amongst it. This a:Jo l itical stance survi ved 
the r esumption of armed s t rugg l e i n t he 1975, a fac t which must be linked 
with th~ Qismal f a ilur e of t he Bri ti3h 'left' to put up any effective 
op osition t o t he PTA For g8nuine r evol ut i onaries, this circumstance 
decrees the urgent necess ity of getting organised, as have the North and 
South London Irish Solidarity Committ ees and others. to defenc! all those 
engaeecl i n I I\"'land s olidarit y work agai nst harassment by the state. Onl y 
on t he basis of such or~anisation can any cr e ible cal l for political 
act i on by the Irish communit y b . made , faced as every member of t hat com
munity is with t he immediate threat of the barbarit i es of t he PTA. 

1iith t he rapid polit ic I dccp('ning of t he repu liean political t radi t i on 
in the years since 1970, above all in t he hunger strike campaigns , t here 
have begun t o emerc, . new forces of support for republ icani sm from among 
Britain' s Irish national minor ity . These forc~~ - some ve.terans but most l y 
ne~l from aplong t he youth - must b backed and cherished by t h _ r evol ut i onary 
movement in thi s country They cons t itute the harbin~ers of the pm-rerful 
r evolut i onary social force t hat ldll emer'je in Hrit ish society when a 
mil lion Irish . r endereu -lestitu+,c i n t heir 1 "' ll-lovcu homel and by British 
imperialis t exploit at i on, and dri ven ' t o .mil~rate to Britain, a l ong with the 
familie~ t hey are bri ng i ng UJ:.· here , b(~gin to speak out, as speak out t hey 
eventually most surely will. Juch a ' social f orce Hin be a powerful factor 
for root ing i nternationalism deep among the worki ng class, and rallying 
support for Irish republ icanism , the yout h uprisings l ed by black yout h , 
and t he struggle of t he oppressecl f or ind0pendence throughout t he world . 

Nat ional culturr-. in an oppresseu. nat ion as indeed e l sewhere , is 
more resi l Lnt than specifically pro l~:tarian class culture . Rooted as i t 
i s not only among workers but ,also among t he literat i of the middle class, 
national culture t nds t gener ate and pErpetuate a vigorous literary 
culture that passes on its m .ssa~e , often i n an e fortles s and unfor ced 



f,12,nne r f.rom '."eneration to 1eneration. Proletarian culture, by contrast, 
::..bays faces a tou,ZOh ano. upHar strugg l e to sustain itself ; and continually 
Guffers breaks in co~tinuity Dictated by the obj~ctive conditions of its . 
Axietencc, it is forced t o be almost aggr essivel y political. Its only 
t-leapon against b _~; C3.st into oblivion L.i conscious theorising, t.h\": only 
.ethod of summin ; up its e.~perience am~ passing it -on. A prol etarian 

mOV0ment which foils to create a. conscious theory , when it faces. as all _ 
revo l uti onary m vcmcnts will. 11 peri od of s uppression or of fall ing off 
01 support 1 cf.•:.not .Cosily get itself bad: on its f eet again. 

. . 
T .1(? Bri t::"s l) comrmmiet mOV3ment i s a movl~ment that , in the s ixty-odd 

~{ears since its i nception , has failed t o de ve l op a prol e tarian political 
culture , It't alc.lc ~ _" _~~OT , lQ c orlu'3 of revoluti onary t.heory. Hence it 
112.s bcgu',.at hed us ne~~t to no theon, t i cal scaffolding lfhich ''ie can adapt 
to our new cor.dit i ens ted -~ Tryin~5 t o learn from the revolutionary ex
:r~ ...' i e:'::::;e of the Co ~::y :.<:;-1- p., o:'~y from Us thC'oretical literature is like 
t:ryino: to :;et blood out of a s tone We know there were Norkers who strt.lb
-Jed r..:lrrl , and H<?b10U t hey ll\U t have gained hard-won experience that ,",ould 
1 :: _(If inestim?c _C' value to our embry:mic communist forces t oday. ut i t 
:i~ aLtost i!Tl'po3s~ble to g t at this .xperience . ' he literature of the 
-.neI."'nt is 99. ~ t~1eo '('e~ ically use l ess, be i ng e i ther, at one .nd of the 
, c •. 1 C' , h l indly o), .p:l.r~c ist de.3cr::'ptive notes on various ongoin.. ~ s t ruggles 9 

' .:~c1. ,:::t.' he otl1C'l.' end o. the scal e em]?ty intell ectualist vlaffle masquerading 
:l. 'J I thQory , . ]PsEon, mus t l urk a mong t his lit erat ure. but one has t o work 
-~l·-:; 11n-:d for t hen, <"..nd -:;ai.l1 them from i nfe rences, from remarks pr esented 

-:-; :- ~condary 0" t:'~'o1m out ~..:> as i des, or simply by startin:~ f rom the b ~in-
'l::.nn; ,"ind puttill{; all thl'\ c:mpirical r eporting togE'! ther and drawing one's 
01;:1 cOllclusioilS. 

'1'h:'l eflec- ~;iv:u' -s!,>ont.aneLst styl e of much CPeB work ran direct ly c ount r 
'-.::; renin's 8ffiI)has is on the impor-::'ance of theory . In his day , it was the 
, ·J.'l.F,er of "lholf'sI.1.1e arrc3t that continually l ed. to the destruction of 

'101uLion J.:t-'Y c..cti·, j.ty Fo::' 1l3, it is t he corrosive effects of British 
:.-.:pc ~iillist chauITiniu""1 ',riUlin the l eft that has 'proved to have the .rsreateqt 
c' ('strI!2tive- c"'-JX:Cii:.y E:.(.t:~:~~ Hay, replacements f or the l os t revolutionary 
forces alW'~Jo J.ris€., especially timon ~ youth, and they can only be put 
:., ~raif;ht to work if th~r", exhts a body of guidelines that can function as 
a tr<.ining for thE;.,il. It.'s precLoly t heory i n t h is l i 'fing sense that 
' ~-:.- t~aditio!,:G.'ly b~ ;1 ne., lected by the Bri tish communist movement . You 
: .:;n r Eau ha.J£ a cc.:nt.try's orth of L:1.bour Nonthly and f inl not a single 
inr.~ication abeu-I;. Hhal you cr.e to 30 out and. do. 'I'he British conception 
'f thea::..::! 3ee.~j t o Lal/(' b~"len clo,:>el y aligned wit h t he concept of boredom, 
::;d as somoth:Ln- t'J L~. ~rr d~.tCJ Hith all egedly more 'lively' forms of 
l iterature ~ pr.inciL:.llly empiricist descril,t i vc journalism. Even the great 
::lassics of t:?rXi"'IOI. Here :!:'c-presented in a pa.t ronis i ng mannpr as works 
.,'-deh havHto ' e ' iT <1", :"'--:'rw1':t' , .;1 <:; thourrh M-'l.ri)( ' S writ~s on Ireland 
1~ (v]0d to be 'r::ade : -ple'fant' by the frequent l y philis t ine pen-pushers of 
'~ ':i.: L t.i ly HOl:~er: 

Sf) h'.lsy nero the 'th~orE'tic ians' of the t..:FGB arrang ing India's affairs 
:'.t ::t.r..d ot her such ' internati onalist ' c ommi tments. that they l eft t he 

:;. r. b:'al groL.'1d of their Orin b"'-t t loI i eld and ours complet e l y uncharted. 
--: - '~. j'JY1.2.'t.iculC'.rly gal li1l3 Hat the Irish-based. substratum of the party 
: , ::'\. '3 littl" literature bf-hind it (Greaves only once dtd.gned t o t ake 

'[(''1 Cl. 'weekend ' to writ ing a brief his t ory of tho CA, namely his Reminisc
~ 'ce8 of the CA ) m~at exi s ts in tho for m of Clydesiders I autobiographies
_::1 oth;r miscellanous reminiscences is often of f ar zreat er significance 

th1..TJ. the 'officii1::" mat erial. . 

This llo2.rth of revGlu t.io~ary theory from the Eritish side makes i t all 
'~j.J Plore im.portant t o learn from the mor e profound r evol utionary experienc 
0:': Iceland . b Jar,WG Counol l y , Ire land has alrearly in this centry creat ed 

2) 

http:lholf'sI.1.1e
http:bcgu',.at


one of the ~reat Sciontific socialists, a precursor of the Asian communist 

tradition of communists III oppressed countri s epit omised by 'ao Zedong 

M(: Ki m n Sun-· In tho Irish Citizen Axmy Ireland hael :l.lready created 

prol etarian o.rmed forces before t.ho fled fcrmy of L.min. In the Easter 

upris ing Ireland ushered in the period referred to by rho as the p "riod 

of 'nLw democracy' ~-fh(m the nationfl.l lib ration mavemont s of the oppressed 

countries began to be' charactcri"led by proletari an l('adrshi p. In the 

r epublican struggle of to(1.ay H<. have th€' most profound anti-imperialist 

armed struggle in Evropo, anr . bf·.1ind it a I':hole c ommunity in p rmanent 

i nsurrection , with a livin~ }.('volutioilary culture and presa. 


If evp.r we are to achieve even a frac tion f the clarity on our r~vo
lutionary ta.ska t a t kuLl d the Bo lshevik", achieved on theirs. then we 
must s t art from such revolu·l.ionary bedrock and S8(->1<. t place it in an 
overall his t orical fran .Hor!c. A sea:r:'ch of communis t lit erature in Britain 
r e veals no attempt at an ,v(~~'J,ll "('rcdtment of thE r epercuss i ons of the Irish 
revolution .rithin British society. Parts of David Reed's recent series of 
FRFI articles entit l ed The cOlllr.'lunis t tradition on Irel and" have at l ast 
addrefJsed themse l ves t this long overdue t ask. However, in spite of t he 
considera.ble anel well-pres.;mteJ. material he makes available, Reed 's work 
is ultimate l y disappoint ing :i.n its detachment frol l;rac tical and i?rogram
matic cons i derationG, its failure thorouch y to grasp the laws of the 
British r evolution , anel its parocllial failure to -ituate its arguments 
within the context of the sreat debat es of t went i eth century vfar ism . 
~Jhat lies behine. these failings is evi dently a continuing influence of 
milieU -class .l.eft ism Hbich -;;-nores his t orical materialism in favour of 
empiricism, ani which t even mor e s riously, sees Britain in isolation 
from, or 3hould one say a the cen t-re ofs the Norld . Thus his 'communist 
tradition' is evidently a whit es-only tradition, f or as s oon as the eFGE 
de.o;enerates, conununism c as s to exist in hi s artic l es · In a situati on 
whore t hE'! anti-Asian racism of the state and its Nazi-s t yl e dupes on the 
stre .ts pre~ents such :L uir. !·..r~at t o preciGel y those forces in society 
which H'e shoulel n:ost chel:ich . Gi.l(;h political p;enoc itle of Asia as that 
pract ised by Reed and his f ell m.r in the RCG could well JeservE" a more 
impolit e charac t eri sation -It mt,y Nel:!be in th context of the struggle to 
rout the anti-Asian racism _'~u:'rently prO~la ' atcd within the Ireland solid
ari ty movement by t he R":C that the outlines of t h ~enuinE.' international ist 
ideol ogy of the nascent rcvolu·~;::"onary f orces ,·rill take shape. rho pr0s~ri:t 
Pamphle ts series ldll addres3 th~ll'.s, ..lves to this task, in the context of 
support f or a unified Ir('la=td sol~.c.O::crity :novement alon~ lines which hav 
been pioneered 30 ad.mi:r:ably by the act i vists now grouped around t he ReG. 

* * * * * ** * * * * 
Cuch, then are so~e ,onb ' ~- p ~'i<>"1" on r-> Y1f"~ interpretation of Br itish 

r evolut i onary history that. can adequat e ly compr ehend the facts revealed 
by the struggles of the m03t oppressed b~th in 3ritain and internationally . 
Such an inter pretaio!1 ShOi:S the imperativ~ nee.d t o draw upon the three 
sources of a new int ernationalism wi thin Britain - Irish r epublicanism, 
t he Asian c omillunist t radition. a.'1d the \'1orld of the youth uprisings . .Let 
us caune those who have boen oppressed and humi l iated by British imper
ialism ~lho have brought forth such fille international ist movements to 
rejoicf' "ven in t heir suffel."'inl3' that they have been, to borrow Connqll y's 
e"pression, "the medium for the apostolate of a rejuv.natinl3 ici.ea" 
an ia.ea that can rejuvena t e the str~gle a."'ainst British imperial ism on 
its home territory. 

* * * * * * * * ** * 
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