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INTRODUCTION -

The past two years have marked a turning peint in the international class struggle.
The final defeat of US imperialism in Indochina and the collapse of Portuguese
colonialism in Africe have marked the exhaustion of the revolutionary national
liberation movements, whilst the events in Portugal have marked the raawakening

of the proletarian communist revolution.

According to the Marxist dialectical conception, the essence of counter-revolution
consists in the propagation in a new situation of the slogans of a past revelution-
ary pericd, In the period of proletarian revolution the greatest countersrsvol-
utionary denger comes to be presented by the pariies of revolutionary democracy.
Thig fundamental principal of communism, leid down by Marx in 1850, is amply
illustrated by recent events, Five decades of counter revolution in Burope,

during which the only politically progressive force in the world situation has
seemed to be the democratic and nationalist wmovements of Asia and Africa, has
given a little lustre to the slogans of revolutionary demccracy. This has allowed
various'compunist' and populist parties to bask in reflected glory and retain

at least a threadbare progressive mantle. But a ysar of revolutionary development
in Portugal has exposed such nationalist and democratic illusions,

The fundemental doctrines of revolutionary communism are being verified once again.
Against 81l the revisicnist theories of'advanced democracy', 'pecples democracy'

or 'socitlist demccracy' , it is being revealed that the proleiarian revolution
takes the form of a revolution agzainst democracy, for the estiablishment of the
undivided dictatorial rule of the working class. The Socialist Farty, the party

of revoluticnary demccracy and representing the small and middle bourgecisie, has
become the front behind which the forces of international capital and the Port-
uguese exploiters mobilise to attack the proletarians,

In opposition to the bourgeois rights of universal suffrage it becomes clear once
more that proletarian political power must rest upon exclusive organs of the
proletarian class : the soviets or revolutionary workers councils.

Against the petit bourgeois pacifism pedaled by the modern revisionists, with
their talk of 'peecefull transitions', the Portuguese revolution has shown that
the millitary question is at the heart of political power, and that without

a workers army the workers have nothing. Bach turning point in the revclution,
each shift in political power from one class {raction to another has been

' dependent upon a test of millitary strength: 2% April, 28 September, 11 March.

on this point, a certain lack of clarity may still have persistéd this April

to judge from one of the documents that we publish here, where it is not clear
whether what is called for is the general arming of the proletariat or, on

the other hand, a reforming of the existing bourgeois armed forces . (se= docu=
ment no 1, introduction j.

In opvosition to the romantic slogans on 'national libersetion' raised by populist
elemerts within and without the AFM, and calls for a'battle for production’

in the interests of the national economy it hags become clear that these are nothing
other than an attempt to restabilise Portuguese capitalism,

In oppositian to the democratic petty bourgeoisie who wish to consolidate the

revolution and achieve a 'democratic self managing socialism',(within which

by some strange coincidence wage labour and privatie property are to survive),

it becomes clear to revolutionary prcéletarians in Portugal thats
it is our interest and our task to make the revolution permanent until all the
more or less propertied classes have been driven from their ruling positions,
until the proletariat has conquered state power and until the asscciation of
proletarians has progressed sufficiently far - not only in one country but
in all of the leading countries of the world - that competition between the
proletarians of these couniries ceases and the decigive forcez of production

are concentrated in the hands of the workers, (Mzrx, Adaress of the gentral
; Committee 1850 )
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THE THEYTS

If wse proleteriat is to rule 1% .uict assert jtself as an independent class,
acting in its own interesis. To achieve i1us pistoric goals, the dictatorship of
the rroletariet and communism, it must be united by ccmpination and guided by
knowledge; by knowledge of scientific socialism, and by knowledge of the historic
and international experience of the class war,

It is the policy of the Communist (rganisalion t0 attempt to fulfil this requirement
to the best of its ability: a)by struggling to undertake and propagate cocncrete
analyses of the economic political and ideclogical conditions of the class war,

the results of which are published in our journal yproletariant, 2nd in the
'Proletarian Pamphlets'; b)by publishing historical reprints that restore io the
proletariat in Britain its patrimony; c)by making available translations of
documents of the international proletarian siruggle such as those contained in

this pamphlet.

There are two texts included in this panphlet: firet the documenis of the first
Congress for Revolutionary Councils of Worxers and Soléiers, heid the 19th and

20th of April 1975 in Lisbon; second, tne manifeste of the pfroletariat Revolutionary
Party — Revolutionary Erigades , which thougn issued on the occasion of the
elections to the constituant assembly is not an election manifesto but an anti
_election manifesto,

The bourgeois press has given wnat by its standards iz a comprenensive covera:st
of recent Poriuguese events, they have hung on the every word of the HercaZ of
Portuguese democracy such &g liario So#res and given us thumbnail sketclhes of the
'personalities behind the events'. puil with typical bourgeois idiocy trey remein
blind to the events behiod the personalities, s¢ ihat when the proletarian mastes
of Portugal begin to crganise themselves as a political force independsnt of tae
bourgeois parties their first congress could pass unreported, For us however i
is not an event thati can be allowed to pass unnoticed, For us any genuine masy
construction of workers councils/commiseions/soviets is of central importance.
Qur strategic advocacy centres around the neec¢ for the emergernce of & true
Marxist Leninist Gommunist Party able to give programuatic guidance to the
workers councils as and when they appear. We adopted ihis position,(and with it
the advocacy of industrial unionism to promote class economic unity) from
appreciation of the historical reality that wherever the working class is in
deep crisis - offensive or defensive - the inevitable and spontaneous form cf
this developing selfi awareness and autonomous action i= always the workers
council.

without the mass catalysing and organising nodes of the councils no real social
revolution car. teke place. but the very spontaneity of the conciliar movemeni is
but the groundewell within which the scientific guidance of the party leads the
proletariat towards seizing siate power for the effecting of its dictatorship.

our knowledge is not yet sufficient to say how far this view of the dialectieal
interaction beiween council and party is shared by the FRF. Their practice aa
evinced by these Qocuments seem to indicate that it is, but in tre texts
themselves, thia iv nowhere made expllcii. On the contrary, item 3 of the concl-
usions in the document of the Revoiutionary Councils, which we presuvnme to have
been drafted under PRY influence, can be vead as a ceving in before the sheer
spontanecus upsurge; "The exisience of too many pelitical groups within the class
and their internecine fignhting and attempts tc control the class's autonomous
organisations creates a division of the class and a general feeling of frustration
with regard to political parties and the glass's conseguent need to create unitary
organisations for the exercise ol political power in the workplace, residential area
and barracks.,"

This may just be a call for the principled unity of revolutionary organisations in



2 real Comwuuier reriy {ie deliniiely not the PCP). It also, correctly, may

be an atteupt to make clear to the 'parties' the cualitative distinction betwesn

council and party - that the former is the mass mobilising organ, wherees the
latter is the compact organisation of vanguard commmnist clements only. A
dialectical relation uniie= and polarises theess quaiitzrively distinet entities
(it is not a matter of the numbers that c..l: embracas, but of the Jdegree of
conciousness and discipline obtained). The attoupt to reduce one to the other
will abort any potentially socialist revolution, and the outcome will be some
kind of bourgeois revolution/counter-revolucion.

It may lastly be the case that the PRP has conflated the role of party with ithat

of the council, or at this stage they may just be learning from the revolutionary

initiative of the masses which they ( correctly) do not want to stifle. We
obviouely hope that such revolutionary modesty is their standpoint and not sheex

concilier spontaneism. Only time will clarify their effective position, and nov
much time either.

C0B! PUBLICATIONS:
PROLETARIAN JOURNAL

1. Programmetic documenis. 3 15p
2. Inflation, class struggle and scientific comnurism. §5p
3, Towards the communist programue. 35p

PROLETARIAN PAMPELETS

1. Communism, the Labour Party and the Left. : 15p
2. The crisis of British Capital: its causes and consequences.30p

PROLETARIAN BOUKS
1. The statet its origin and function, william Paul. £1.25

en ordering literature add 25 for post and packaginge.
gﬁeqnea anggﬁoatal orders should be.made payable to COBI.
All literature evailable from our meiling address:
' Je Maisels
3/8 May Court
Edinburgh EH4 4SD
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REVOLUFIONATY COUNCILS of
Viorkars, Soldiers and Sailors

The econocmic situation is one of grave crisis whose principal characteristics ;
are unemployment ond inflaticn. This crisis is not just part of the wo?ld crisis
of capitalism; it is very dszply rooted in the particular characzerist%cs of
Portugese capitalism, which developed under the cover of a fascist regime almost
totally dependant upon other countries. Increasing numbers of companieg are
going bankrupt, the investments which could creale new jobs are not being made,
inflation is not stopping, the balance of payments deficit is getting bigger and
bleeding our reserves, ihe situation in the countryside is very serious and agri-
eultural production is completely incapable of meeting our food needs.

icti involved, the ragsolution of this ecrisis is only
pecause of the big contradictions involved, i e WA

{thi itali tem under ai litica.
ossible within the cepitalist system under a repressive pol 1
gresent political situation this gignifies a Treturn to fascist political reform.

gtability cannot be achieved under bourgeois democTacy.

In the absence of & radical solution the sitvaticn will inevitably bgq?me WOTrSe,
with growing dependence on overseas shilst working class living conditions
deteriorate markedly with resulting serious political conseguences.

The economic contradictions can be resclved only under socialism, ?ith working
class in power, never under the anarchy of capitalist production y%th Yhe bou?g-
eoisie in control and maintaining all of its privileges and demanding increasing
sacrifices from the working class.

Recause of the factors which make socialist revolution possible the Portugese
situation is becoming a major headache for imperialism on & world scale.

Imperialism is no longer interested in econcmic expleitation of portugal, but in
its strategic position, since it knows that a change here would bring nearer a
change in Spain and a profound reversal in Burope, where france and Italy have
revolutionary movements. That is woy we pelieve there is a real danger not only
of imperialism supporting internal resction, but also of en imperialist interven-—
tion through its military wing NATO. And, faced by suuh an intervention the sole
possibility of resistance lies in a whole people armed and mobilised to defend
what is ours.

The main feature of the present political situation is the existence of big internal
struggles determined by the interests of mitually antagonistic classes.

within the Armed Forces there are reactionary men and progressive men, just as
there are within the MFa. The plots hatched by the reactionaries after april 25
jnvolved the backing and participation of some of the most reactionary men in

ihe Armed Forces who, quite logically , were defenuing the interests of the class
to which they belonged -- the bourgeoisie. As long as tne present structure of the
srmed Forces holds good they will always contain an element of support for
reaction and imperialism which will make use of them for the unleashing of countker
revolutionary coups.

The development of the revolutiocnary process must inevitably involve a radical
change in the present military strucitures, transforming them into.a popular force
at the service of the Socialist Revolution.
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CONCLUSIONS

1. It is obviously impossible for the Jjust aspirations of the working class to be
satisfied under the capitalist mode of production, and the same applies to the
form of state capitalism, which is what some people are calling for and which
doesn't even constitute a viable aliermative and would rapidly dsgenerate

into a repressive regime, ;

2. The reactionaries's constant threats and rumcurs, arising from the most varied
sources; the failure to meke a clean swesp of PIDE men, money-grubbers and :
legionaries, the boasses' lackeys and other reactionary agenis, from the barracks
and work-places,” creates within the class a feeling of defencelessness and the
need for the class to organise so0 as to move onto the ofiensive.

3. No matter what the result of the elections, they will not solve the classt's basic
provlems.

4. The existence of too many political groups within the class and their inter-
necine fighting and attenpis to control the class's autonomous organisations
creates a division of the class and a general feeling of frustration with political
parties: and of the class's consequent need to create unitary organisms for the
exercise of political .ower in the workplace, residential area and barracks.

5. The organisation with which power is to be won and exercised must be constituted
by organs which are elected by ana arise from the class in its work centires,
residential areas and barracks.

6., In the present situation there is an urient need for the creation of revolutionary
councils as the only means by which the proletariat can take power.

7. THE NEED FOR THE PHROLETARIAT TO TAKE POWER IS URGENT

On April 20, 1975, the Congress approved a motion containing the folloiiqg pointsg

1. Constitution of a 50 member Secretariat for the Revolutionary Councils of
wWorkers , Scldiers and Szilors.

2. Congress elected the following elements:

11 engineering workers; 1 electronics worker; 1 cutter; 1. office warkerg 1 teacher;
1 hotel trades employee; 1 printing worker; 1 unemployed person; 11 military
personnel (privates and officers).

3, Besides the above the following will make up the secretarigtf 2 ]
2 delesgates from the North; 1 for Viano do Castelo; 2 for uarirha Grandej 1 for
Covilhas 2 for Alentejo ana Algarve.

4. Parties and workers movements, the left of the Socialist pa?ty i?clu?ea, are e
invited to send a delegate to represent them on the provisional National Secretariat.

rincipal tasks of this Searetariat will be:: .-
zfePgomotigi of the election of keveclutionary Councils at gener%l asgemblies.
The linking of these new councils to the secreta:iat thrqygh de;egatgs.
rropaganda for the Revolutionary Councils of workers, Solaiers and §?}1ozs;‘ )
The publishing of several of the congress's documents to corresponding bodles,
whether party political or not.
The finding of a suitable headquarggrs. et e

. i eriodical meetings to discuss and excnang : . g

;neﬂziizgfizhment of a stable National Congress of the Revolutionary Councils

of workers, Soldiers and Sailors.
ALL DECISIONS TO BE APPROVED BY WAJORITY
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PLATFORM OF OBJECTIVES : approved by the Longress for

Revolutionary Councils

TURFEAS

1. After march 11 it was proved that there was liitle or no class organisation

to reply to a likely reacticna™y coup. T4 having been verified that after February 7
the workers commissions, restrictions having been placed on their economic Powers,
faced an i : o - i :

2 égnsidegggz?zﬁe existence of the spectre of unemployment hanging over the

workers and restraining their claims end conaidering that this enables the reform-

jats to control some factories. -

3, Considering that the reformists have taken control of some military and civic

gtructures and they will be able to iniroduce reforms which at most wxllbanable

the situation to be stabilised in the short term though never in the npedium OT

long term. 3

4. Considering that the military power ig divided into three facticns: right,

left and undecided. :

5, whereas there exisis a true political power ghich is in the hands of military

personnel of the most varied political tendencies, ranging from the left to &

right wing which could be reinforced by the "don't knows" of which large numbers

exist in the armed forces.

7. Whereas imperialism is not prepared to lose the mtrategic site ocoupied by our

ccuntry, nor to countenance the infiuence which the revoiutionary process could

have in the West Buropean couniries where the proletariat is more politically

advanced.

8, Whereas the confrontation with imperialism necessitates the armed organisation
of the class.

9, whereas the organisation of the class arises from auionomous forms through

unitary commissions elected at the base, within the class.

10, Whereas the Revolutionary Councils are neither opposed to nor a substitute for

the workers' commiseions, which have an ecenomic role, and the revolutionary

Councils are & more directly political form for ihe seizure of power, they

. propose:

=~ IMMEDIATE TARGETS

1.Enlightenment of revolutionary militents among the workers and armed forces, as
to the economic and military situation of our couniry. '
2, Immediate election of Revolutionary Councils in all work places,uilitary units,
and residential areas.

3. Strengthening of links between revolutionary workers and soldiers.

II-- OBJECTIVES OF THE REVOLUTICNARY COUNCILS

1. The urgent organisation and arming of the class so it can crush any reactionary
coup, whether launched from inside or cutwith the country, and organisation for the
class's seizure and exercise of power.

2. The formation of a truely revolutionary army of the proletariati. ’

%, At the present stage asccount must be taken of the existence of severazl parties
within which working class militants organise. The Revolutionary Workers Councils
could begin to be the embryo of the true Revolutionary Party which would be the
class's vanguard in the consiruction of socialism.

4. To take on step by step, the control of the administration, management and
direction of the factories and rural work centres, and tne command of military
units. Every revolutionary council has %o define the concrete objectives in its
ares. 2

5. The objectives of the Rrevolutionary Councils, once in power must be:

1. Socialist planning of the economy as opposed to self-management and to gtate
capitalism,
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2. The Gultursl Hovolution,

3. A full social plan for the profound alteration of the cconcile, political and
social structures, for the construction of the commmnist society through the
dictatorship of the proletariat,

'MANIFESTO of the PRP(BR)

INSTABILITY OF POLITICAL POWER

The days of the decisjive confrontation of the bourgeoisie and proletariat are
approaching., The PRP-ER have a name and a face for it -- insurrection.

The power of the bourgeoisie is baiqg'put to the test in the factories, the
countryside, the streets, every mimuve. And invariably viclence is seen as the -
means to be used by either side:—- on the one hand viclence is seen as &

necessary means by which the proletariat can gain power; for others viclence ia

a means of oppression for keeping economic power in the hands of the bourgeoisie
and for consolidating and toughening political power. This is because the political
situation in Portugal is extremely unstable and has been for scme time though it
has got much worse in the last period.

Given the instability, the economic crisis, the strength and combativity of the
working classes and the revolutiomaries, the bourgeoisie is showing iteelf iscap-
able of realising its class interests.

As a result of the instability we see scissions and the breakoown of politicel
parties, thé hurried forming of new parties to play a specific role in the
electoral field and the reducing of relations among pariies of the ruling
coalition into an increasing clarification of lines and redefinition of positions
in the field of party pelitical formations.

Fear of losing power and ambitions of achieving it on the part of several political
organisations are translated into various political manoeuvres of wnich some polls
and demonstrations carried out or attempted on the question of unions are =2

clear example.

The problem of the unions was scarcely the detonator of the long latent crisis
among the parties of the ruling coalition, Before that there was the growth of
big mitual recriminations, manoceuvring and counter-manoeuvring. in"thies crisis
among the coalition parties the PCP,hae always , stood out because of its rampant
sectarianism and tremendous capacity for manoeuvring, in which it has frequent
recourse to its pawns in the political chess game, the i.DP-CDE, MES and
Intersindical.

On the other hand, the PPD and the PS in fighting the PC do =0 not because they
refuse to accept the dictatorship of cne group ( they would accept the dictatorship
of the fraction or fractions to which they belong), but because of the rabid
anti-communism of which they are an instrument. The liberties and rights to

which these bourgeois parties consiantly refer are the liverties and rights of

the capitalists to continue the exploiiation and oppression of the workers.

The great anti-capitalist and anti-imperialist demonstiration of 7 Pebruary
settled accounts by a major working class and revolutionary victory over the
bourgeoisie and the reformists. The latter tried by a variety of means to block
this autonomous workers demonstration: their tactics ranged from wild slandera
and accusations to a ban decreed by the Civil Governor of Lisbon, But the workers
determination held firm and the demonstration went azhead.

The proletarian discipline of the demonstrators, the absence of repression by
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the military and para-military forces, the obvious sclidarity of workers and
soldiers showed that a new power is being forged, and that the time has come
- for the forming of a revolutionary alternative. -

The presence of workers, revolutionaries and soldiers joined as brothers in the
same anti-capitalist, anti-reformist demonstration, realising in practice %ne

> concrete expression of the necessary conjugation betiween these now indisecluble
forces will go down ir Pertugese history: these were workers, revoluticnary
organisations and revolutionary soldiers and officérs, Purthermore, with the
existence of several powers which in some cases cancel each other out, with &
government which fails to govern we face & situation of political impasse which
cannot last for long. Since the situation of political impasse is of no use to
the bourgecisie it is getiing ready to launch a coup {either a millitary or 3
constitutional one), If the working classes, the revolutionary organisations
and the revolutionary soldiers, sailors and officers fail to organise and join
forces quickly there will be a very serious danger of a return to fascism.

THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CRISIS

The instability of political power is closely linked to the profound economic
crisis in the capitalist system in Portugal, which in turn is part of the
general crisis of capitalism on a world scale.

As we did before April 25 we are continuing to state (and it is becoming increasingly
obvious) that the economic, palitical and social crisis racking capitalism in
Portugel was of such a magnitude that there was no hope of the stabilisation of
bourgeois democracy in Portugal. A social-demccratic solution is not possible

because this country is almost totally dependant and withoul resources. -

The crisis which capitalism was undergoing before April 25 has got worse rather
than better. And this despite (one might almost say contrary to ) the intentions
of many of the suthors of April 25, whe wanted to save capitalism and reform ii.

Company closures and rundowns have stepped up in recent months, and many thousands
of workers have been sacked as a result. Imperialism is trying every trick as

are the Portugese capitalists used to decades of certain forms of exploitation

and oppression of the workers, This was to be expected, of course, because they
know that they are losing ground. But not everything is a question of tricks

or economic sabotage as some call it, seemingly unawere of the laws of the
capitalist system and revealing & complete lack of analysis when faced with the
normal process of concentration and centralisation of capital., Investment capacity
is falling because Portugese and overseas investors do not congider the situation &
to be a favourable one and fear the loss of their profits and investmenis. For

the same reason there has been a major flight of investment ic overseas markets
and companies are short of credits. Capital goes wherever it bears fruit -~ this
is the law of capitalist society.

Internal production of foodstuffs ie increasingly insufficient to meet the needs
of the population; instead reliance has to be placed on the world market foxr
certain products which cost us thousands of millions.

There is a marked worsening of the deficit on the balance of paymentis, caused ,
above all by the growth of food imports, by difficulties ercountered in placing
certain Portugese products in the world markets and by the fall in returns from
tourism,

With the end of colomial exploitation the cost of living will get worse , as soae
prices —- of which sugar is the most obvious example --— already indicate. The
sources of cheap raw-materials are at an end as are the obligatory purchases by
the colonies (no matter the quality of Portuguese products). The consequences of



:zgoiogisation on -i economic level must roflect ¢m the ccat of living in Fortugal ;
s fgii z;n piéyﬂbe un@erstocd 2g a profcund l:sscn that showse the need for a
v pr _fvtion in Portugal -~ socialist producticu., I not this lncrease

e cost of iiving can be a rich propaganda for the reactionary forces.

2§; g:i%zzéng inflation, like the consequent worgening in the cost of living, was

s eatto be an important faetor in the mobilisation of the working class
. nomic struggles, as prices currently stand in the markets, the Portugunese
e “qinum wage is an insult to the workers'dignity,

i; :ﬁi; funa:nl context (economic,political and social), the hundreds of thousands

efi ploye .imade redundant, demobbed, back from the colonies or work in other

o dgzlcountr es and those who are seeking work for the first time), and the

p&r: : tll':ousing and health conditions in which thousands of families live form

oy o p e workers' struggles -- strugg}ea which are assuming progressively more
ent forms: strikes , demonstrations, factory seizures, squatting and land grabs.

it isi:?thin this context that one cen understand the appearance of the so-called
raga ional plan, which is no more than an attempt to save the capitalist

f{s em through the introduction of reforms, But analysis of the plan shows
5i;d:;f:2:tt;he workers should work harder and better formnaticnal reconstructionw

-— e reconstruction of capitalism in tugal., ' i

talks of a"socialising plan" | 3 o S A

Put theze tactics are becoming less successful in teking in the working classes.

%;?the contradictions be§w?en bourgeoisie and proletariat and among the different
ctions o? ?he bourgeoisie grow worse, there arise increasingly desperate attemzis
to save capitaliam.

Among them, reformism is , as it always has been in the history of the workers
movement, a means organised within the working class by the petiy bourgecisie,
1o save the systenm.

The great working class revolutionary demonstration of February 7, aimed &l the
slanders and tricke of all types shattered the hopes of the bourgeoisie and its
agenta, It was the warning of the building of a new power, of a power which must
cverthrow the bourgeoisie and build socialiem.

TJE POLITICAL PARTIES

At this point it is of interest to examine the parties and political currents on
the present Portuguese political scene which could come to have an influence
on the development of the present situation,

The CDS which appeared on the ascene after April 25 and lies to the right of the
the parties of the ruling coalition is already a major fascist party masquerading

as a democratic one.

With its big financial resources and linke with the most reacticnary medis, this
party contains many people who were involved with the previous regime. One only
need to look at who its members are, where they were before April 25 and the
s.atements which they made then. One need only look at the Portuguese and foreign

personalities invited to their aborted congress. .

In forcing the closure of the CDS congress in Oporto, the popular masses gave a msjor
lesson to these fascists and also to certain parties which doubt whether the
CDS is fascist or democratic and prefer attacks upon those whom they call leftists.

The PPD can be considered as the representative of technocratic and social demo~
crzcy, the party of the financial big bourgecisie within which we find Fhe most
lucid representatives of that sector of the bourgecisie which, w%thin the capitalist
sysiom, tries to find a solution for its class, It was closly linked to Spiuncla
and it is not yet clear what role it plaved on geptember 28,
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*+ weament, t0 put pressure on the MFA, the PC and other EOLitfgii3fo;ﬁe:a;:icular
perhaps to Jusiify a pomsible rightwing coup, there are PthweZh;t‘if the present
its secretary general, who talk about a rupiure e —— :h constitution .
proceas contimies no progress wiil be made on elections a?d v of the Lef%,
becsuse when the time comes the key places will all be held by men

One thing is cortein: if the time comes for®elections"the PPD.V?fEJPOTB::i{ could
win enough votes (alone zr with its allies) to launch a const}tugigizd fra;
(winning a majority of seats in the constituen? assembly and if ;
governing by other powers , using this to justify a military coup).

As for the PS, it is the representative in Portugal of trad%tional soci;l daz;c:§§Y’
of the social traitors as Lenin would say. It is a party which backs re ormletariat.
capitalist system and is an implacable enemy of the dictatorship of 1'.1'19_liﬂi"-?'ri&:“.’ll
Many of its associates in the rest of FEurope are brazen accomplices of l?gzle .
In Portugal this perty represents the class interests of the small and m g
bourgeoisie, though it has managed to penetrate some sectors of the working class,
mainly because of the discredit which sectarianism has brought upon the PC.

For some time they managed to hide their real face to a lot of peop}e. The ?S
congress ( attended by known Spinclists and imperislist representatives such

as the delagates of Israeli reaction and of neo~coloniglism in Zaire),'tne )
manoeuvrings and declarations on the question of unions, and the positions a%o;-
ted by some of their top leaders put the PS back in the place where it realls
belongs, Now the PS in Portugal too ie another of the tentacles of NATO apd of
imperialist interestis,

The working class and revolutionary militants must see the Pc as a dangero?s
enemy which in the Portuguese situation could become a major ally of reaction.

The PCP which for some time carried the hopes of the working classes and also of
kany revolutiomsry militants has also, because of cbjective conditicns linked to the
world wide working class movement, degenerated into a social demccratic pﬂ?tY- In
recent years it haas come to reveal iiszelf &s a legalist, electoralist party,
subordinating itself to interests alien to those of the proletarian revolution in
Portugal. Now , together with the PS, despite organic differences and differences
cf reference, it constitutes a current which continues in Portugsl the work'of the
renegades Bernsein and Kautsky with whom revolutionaries had to break % other
stages in the history of the working class movement,

I'ow, as before, there is nothing to be feared from ruptures and splits. Right

from the first forme of organisation resulting from the awakening of the working
claes, splits have been the way 10 get by mistakes and degeneracies. The communisi
parties arose from s split within the social democratic parties, just as today
there are revolutioary organisations formed from ocut of a split from the traditional
comminiet parties,

ifter April 25 the behaviour and practice of the reformist-revisionists has become
ochjectively the betrayal of the proletariat, Reformiem-revisionism which abandoned
the = revolutionary road long 8go has now shown the broad masses of the people and
its own grassroots membership that many of those who were revoluticnaries 40

Jears ago are no longer so in 1975.

* L]
The problem is that despite everytning , many of those who suffered all thase
years are right now not fighting for communism or even on the side of the revol-
tiionaries, Indeed most of the time they are againet them, against the revolution
end against the workers'struggles,

If reformist-revisionists get into power at this stage they will be placing them-
¢clves in a situation in which not even reformists should find themselves, since

the fact of participation in government will stop thenm from being on the workers

side fighting for reforms and wage claims, Reforms and wage claims made
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against whom? Against themselves as government, paralysed by the economic sit-
uation and unable to take a single step forward within the systea. This ias the
-situation which hers in Portugal leads refromism to a fine impasse for the
n'§3§°ﬁ§$$l£iﬁﬂﬁﬁfﬁi€a-Qantradictiunal At this moment, in this country, reformism
%g;a;nn:hopa of deceiving; it can only unmask itself.

emceessively in every factory in every concrete case, reformism-
omism is spesking against the struggle being fought. It hasy used liberty to
‘put-the bresks on instead of for organisation and struggle. The strikes at TAP,
the CTT, Lisnave, in the electrical plants, the general strikes, and now the
squatting and land seizures were and are being fought and slandered by all the
means at the disposal of the leadership of a party with big financial rescurces
which enable it to possess caily newspapers, radio programmes and an apparatus
of functionaries. But the tricks and slanders are getting home less and less to
the grassroots militants who in practice are often revolutionaries with wuom we
are ready to stand shoulder to shoulder. -

Other organisations, lacking history as a party or revolutionary alternative,
have followed in the wake of reformist-revisionism, in the sad spectacle whict.
opportunist positions always present (we refer to the MDP-CDE, MES and others which

are trying to do the same thing).

Put it is also certain that some organisations which describe therselves as Meoists
s=ke what they call "Marxism-Leninism" out to be like an algebra book, are blindly
ignorent of social, economic and political facts (they say the same here as they
would on the other side of the world take reformism-revisionism as theix main
enemy, beleive in the stability of bourgeois democracy, play - the electoral
game and thus-objectively turning themselves also into cournter revolutionaries.

Proclaiming themselves to be the vanguard of the working class or rating themselves
its leaders, many of these groups try tc manoeuvre in the sense of holding up

the revolutionary process until they build (or rebuila) the "great party of the
working class"; the perty which will enable them to control the wor<ing class

in the form and semblance of what the PC was and is trying to do.

Wwhen the socialist revolution is made these organisations will still be expecting
the formation of this "great party" (the good one); during the revolutionary
process meny of them will be swept aside because the working class needs no

father and will choese its own vanguard.

MFA

For decades, the Armed Forces were one of the main supportis of the ruling classes
and of the facist regime., This powerful class instrument of the bourgeoise was
used in the colonial wars in Africa to perpetuate the imperislfst rule and .
exploitation over Angola, “uinea Bissau and Mozambique.

Tor many years the Armed Forces were commanded maimly by officers who came from

the ruling classes, above all, the big bourgeoise., With the development of the

vars in Africa and with the need to keep tens of thousands of armed men in the

colonies, the armed forces had to be expanded. But because of the risks involved

tne career had less appeal for big bourgecis elements, Thus as the Wrmed Forces
. grew bigger and the number of big bourgeoimie declined (army life is pot gmch fun in
var ting), there was a change in the class composition of the officer corps of the
Armed Forces. The proportion of petite bourgeois and working class elements increasac
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The deep economie, political and social criais of the system togeiler with the

realisetion that a military wictory of ihe Portuguese srmed Forces in Africs was
impossible and that these forces themselves would be the scapegoat of facist
displeasure = led to the formatiom of the 'Caplains! yovement' in the MFA and later

to the insurrection of April 25.
But the comtradictions imside the MPA are huge. Pesides, it is ciaimed that the

3P4 and the Armed Forces are the same ihimg. Howswer, class analysis makes it

very clesr that in the Armed Forces there are representatives of all classes.

We have said several times that there were and are reactionary and progressive
men inside the MFA, There were and there are those for whom April 25 was a
desperate attempt to save capitalism in Portugal smd to end the colonial wars in
Africa, esteblishing new forms of colomialiem. They wanted to sclve the problems
of capitalist society, but within the capitalist system and imperialism. In the
MrA, which is sn officers' movement, practice has shown that scme remain loyal

to their class but others,due to the dynamics of the process that followed Apxil 25
and the violence of the reality they have had to face, have changed radically. ‘
whe process which followed April 25 transformed scme consexr¥atives into revolu-
tionaries and led officers of bourgeois orgin to side with the proletariat and the
socialist reveolution. But many *progressive’ officers have fournd a refuge in
reformiem of different kinds,

April 25, fay from solving the problems of the capitalist system in Portugal,
acoelerated the deepening of the crisis and many of the men behind the coup
woke up tc the reality and even broke with their class position. Now, since
the MFA is clearly split into right, left and reformistis, portraying it 28 2

block hides jhe truth.

Many officers, either because they are revolutionaries or because they realise
that thers is no other way out, already see Socialist Revolution as the oriy opticie.

The groletariat will have to count, apart from the revolutionary organisations and
the soldiers and sailors, on these progressive officers (and it is they who have
the weapons) in their struggle sgainst the bourgeoisie and reactionaries for the
Socialist Revolution in Portugal.

HO TO BOURGEOIS ELECTICNS

Even before April 25 we stated (making clear the practical consequences) that
the fundamental problems of the working classes cannot be solved by bourgeois
slections. We denounced the reformist organisatioms for their legalism and
electorslism and we said that only by armed insurrection can the working clasaer

teke  powex.

Singce then, there have been changes in politice  power, the existing relation

of forces was upset, several powers were created, but the essentials of the
capitelist system remaimed intact. The capitaliste remained as owners of the
nsjor means of production, trade and finance (factories, latifundia, supermarkets
nonks); thefourgeoisie kept exploiting and oppressing the working classes.

4nd in the present deep economic, peoliticel and social erisis of capitalism in
rortugal, with hundreds of thousands of unemployed, with the prices of most

cssential goods rising fast (with a consequent drop in working class living standards)
the parties of the governing coalition fighting among themselves, the Right
organising itself guiclkly, and the workers striking, demonsirating, occupying
ractories, taking over firms, squatting land and houses, the most reactionary sectois

" slong with the reformists try to sidetrack the working class from their real

battlezround into bourgeols elections,

But, while all this happen®, the Right is meking many atiempis to reorganise itself:

the aftempt to put Galvao de Melo and Suincla forward as cendidates agnin, in



13

Portugzl and abroad, the aborted congress of CDS in Perto, the hurried launching

of the rescist party ©nG, Sa Cerneiro's challenge in Aveiro, the use made of the
church hierarchy and the most reactionary catholic sectors (Proenca-a-Nova and
Radio Renascenca for example), the CDS - PDC coalition, insinuations and sericus
threats made by these parties and by the PPD to the development of the revolutionary
process in Portugal.

The threate to impose right-wing power show that it will be attempted not only

by the electoral road but by force if necessary. It is becoming increasingly clear
from wha? spokesmen for the Right say that they will resort to a coup if the
democratic road leads them nowhere. And even if they know that the electoral

results favour them, they also know that the "revolutionary legislation®

hefore the ele;tion can diminish and form an obstacle to their participation in

the real functioning of political power., On the other hand, they know that because

of the deYe}opment of the revolutionary process and degree of conciousness of the
masses, rignt-wing power can be maintained only by force. Thus the forces of reaction
have two wgapons in their arsenal: the electoral road, and armed conspiracy under the
shadow of imperialism. Here again, some political forces, such as the PSP, show

that they must be considered allies of reaction, the incidents at the @

PPD "comicio™ in Setubal showed, on the one hand, that hardly any support for the
right-wing organisations and their electoral game comes from the popula® masses

and on the other hand, that the PSP once waes united with the PPD and willing to

kill as it did.

These incidents show that it will be difficult or impossible to maintain s period
of bourgeois democracy and that the electoral scenario will not work cut. The
elections will solve nothing, and those participeting are right-wing or sociul
democratic parties, and that includes the reformists, revisionists and various
organ%sations that, though claiming to be revolutionaries, valued the present
elections so highly as to offer five thousand names and their all out efforts,

The attitude adopted by these orgunisations (which claim to be anti-reformist

and anti-revisionist, and thus, anti-electoralist) in participating in these
nelections" can only be understood if we realise that many of them completely lack
any concrete analysis of the situation in portugal. Because of this, and by
pretending to have scientific analyses, they also support the strengthening of
bourgeois democracy.

The reformists' conception of the evolution of the situation is linked to a
gradualist notion as reflected in the three "guergency Economic Plans" advanced
by the Communist, and Socialist Parties and by Prime Minister Melo Antunes

and which are based on the idea that socialism must be established by stages,
which will gradually produce reforms in the socialising sense, thus attempiing to
consolidate the present economy and avoid violent confrontations. According to
them, one conquest after another vgwakening the consciocusness of the most backward
masses, can be expected to make great reforms, so taking capitalism by suprise...
and deceiving it. This is the theory of the reformist sectors, both ecivilian
and military, though they present it differently. They also seem o believe
that, if it is impossible to inatall these 'socialising' measures by the demo~
cratic roed and they have to be infroduced by force, they will be able %o control

its application.

On the contrary, we believe that gradualism and stages are suicidal., The present
situation of econvmic crisis is the product of the capitalist system and will

get worse as long as capitalism is maintained in Portugsl. Only & profound change in
the economic, social and political structure based on the socialist system

will beat the crisis and find new solutions. To pretend, as the reformists do,

that solutions are found by stages inside the capitalist system provides no gclution
to the problems and allows the Right to organise and prepare the ground for victoxy.
In this country there can be only capitalism or socialism., The major means of
production either belong, to capital or are collectively owned. To pretend that
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in any country you cen live half in capitalism and half in socialism is to deceivs
the workers and in practice means choosing capitalism.

Whether by the electoral or the military road, the gradual and partial solutions
are the best means of worsening the crisie and creating conditions for the triumph .
of reaction.

ONLY SOLUTION~--SOCIALIST REVOLUTION

In the present situation there is only one means by which to oppose facism~-the
Socialist - Revolution, The present state of Portuguese economy rules out any
"developmentalist® or reformist hypotheses, as has been demonsirated, The

only possible way out of the crisis is the socialisation of the large means of
production, eliminating private interests and “putting all the economy under
national planning. But thst is not happening, Economic corirol must be eollective,
there must be organs of proletarism power at the economic level, and they must be
expressions of the dictatorship of the proletariat,

This control by the workers, who tous take over production and national econmmie
development because they know that the benefit is colleciive, is the only means

by which this sore-pressed country can achieve the vietory of the soclalist systen.
¥e know that the establishment of socialism here is a difficult undertaking. The
country's agriculture is reduced to alwost nothing, its industiry ie dependent ard

it has a huge number of unemployed. Only dv a great colleciive effort will it be
able to develop, create wealth and be independent. The structure of the zconomy
must be changed "todally. And while it is true that the imperialiets will maintain

a boycott and their sabotage (as they already do) it is also true that today the
so-called Third World, in particular the ex-Portugnese colonies, provide a great
possibility for trade and of fraternal relstions. This is the only possible road =
for national independence and the only possibility of preventing the country from being
fopeed to follow foreign strategies vecause of economic dependence. The internations’
situation makes 1t possible what could not be done in the Soviet Union in 1917 or

im Quba in 1954. Besides, the possibility of making Portugal a socialist country

in Westexn Burope provides the springboard for a leap forward in history and the
possibility of establishing advanced socialism, the existence of whiech will transform
the face of the world. Imdeed, %t is true that, due to the conditions which exist

in this country, a socialist regime will have advanced forms of power and will have
to get rid of the technicalmadminisirative bureaucracy. Collective economic conirol
and proletarian democracy are ihe only chance of survival,

But For the revolution to triumph now in Portugal +hree poles must meet: THE
WORKING MASSES, THE REVCLUTIONARIES AKD THE REVOLUTIONARY MILITARY. Any one of
these components will be defeated sconer or later if it is alone. Victory
will be possible if all three are together,

The working masses have advanced since April 25 in forms of struggle which show
their maturity, and their autonomous forms of organisation, independent of the
perties, have ensured that the workers movement does not merely follow in the wake
of interests other than their own. In the recent weeks squatting in lands and
houses has become a concrete expression of the power of the working masses who in
this way = meke conquests. Although directed by the organisation of the workers,

they are not coordinated at a general level. (oordination &t & general and naticnal
level of the different factory, countryside and neighbourghood committees doesn't
exist. When the autonomous orgenisation of the workers exists as a coordinated
force, it will make an major step towards the conqmest and taking of power., With
respect to the revolutionary military, their existence is everytime more evident

and in many occupations they hawe been on the side of the workers, as they clearly
wers on February 7. Only blindness can preveni workers and revolutionaries from seeirs.
that on the road to revolution they must have the revolutionary soldiers and officers
en their side. But it is alsoc true that during the insurrection the present Armed
Forces must be dissolved to make way for a revolutionary army. The present Armed



15.

Forces contain everything - reactionaries and revolutionaries - and must
be purged of everything that is not revelutionary. Besides, the
workers of overy prcduction umit will have to be armed and organised

in proletarian discipline. The revoiuticnary arny will be born of

both, Without it thc seizure of power and cstablichment of socialisnm
will not be possible.

It is up to the revolutionaries today to be true vanguard, uniting
thess two components - working masses and revolutionary military., In
this concrete situation pcople pust decide whether they want to go at
the Lkead of the revolution or at its tail. But it is also truec that
fron the insurrection and from the profound transfornatioms in thc
arny and ineidc the working masscs a new revolutionary party or a
rcborn revolutionary party will be forned, including cxisting
organisations. And nany parties will disappecar,

IMMEDIATE TASKS OF THE PROLETARIAT

At present, having nade this analysis, the PRP-BR states the inmediate
tasks of the prolctariat as follows:

1. Consolidation nnd coordination of thc c¢lected Workers' Conmittccs.
2. Creation of political workers' committcee elected in workploces.

3. Occupation of lande with cxpropriation and crcation of coopcratives.
L4, Squatting and thc creation of comnmittecs in the occupicd prenises.

5. Developnent of the strugglce in the factorics through strikcs and
occupations.

6. Organisation of soldicre and sailors' conmittecs.

7. Organisation of workers for arncéd defencc againet reaction.

8. Fight agsinst clections, through propaganda and cducational work.
9. Consolidation and enlargcnent of the party organisation,
IMMEDIATE OBJECTIVES OF THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTION

Thesc are the imncdiate rcvolutionary objcctives we are fighting for:

1. Expropriation of the major ncans of production - industry, latifundia,
banks, insurance, foreign tradc and najor neans of intcrnal trade -
rethinking the whole cconony under socialist planning in wide-ranging
consultation and agrccnent with the workers' committces who will put

it into practico and control it.

2. Dissolution of the prcsent legislative and cxccutive structurcs and
their replacencnt by local and contral power organs fron the clected
workcrs' cornmittees.

3. Dissolution of thc present arny and creation of the rovolutionary
arny (uniting the arned workers with the revolutionary soldiers and
sailors). The bascs of this arny will be created during thce insurrection,

4. Struggle for national independence on the basis of not being tied to
the stratogy of any forcign powecr and strong econonic and political
links with the countries of the Third World, based on indepcndence,
fraternity and equality.
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COMRADES, PROLETARIANS OF THE CITY AND COUNTRYSILE
COMRADES, SOLLIERS AND SATLORS
CCMRADES, REVOLUTIONARY MILITANTS

REVOLUTION IS YHE ORDER OI THE DAY.

VE MUST CRGAWISE IN THE WOPXPLACES
§5 MUST ORGANTSE IN THE ARMED FORCES
YE MUST ORGANISE FOR THE SOCIALIST REVOLUTICON.

OWG LTVE THE WORKING CLASS!
ORG LIVE COMMUNIEMI

—

-t
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March 1C, 1975 : Central Committee of the PRP-Revolutionary Brigades.
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None of these texts translated and published by COBI are given hecause they
renresent our polities 100%, nor imversely because the organisations
concerned have expressed support for COBI formulatioms, 411 of them are
given as wital working documents for proletariam revolutionraries, especially
since they represent international and not insular experience.

Drawing strength from the pioneering scientific practice of the Socialist
Labour Party, we rather present these texts in the spirit of their (1917)
Foreword to the Socialist Sunday Schools Song Book: ;
"4 few of the above songs are tainted with bourgeois ethics, which we do
not entirely approve of, but we have retained them, from amn historical
point of view. To the student of the Materialist conception of history they
are quite sigrnificant,"

We do mot thus imply that any of these texts are bourgeois products. On the
contrary, we disseminate them im Britain precisely because they are genuine
atiempis by committed revolutionaries to supplant the bourgeois ethic of
democracy and humanitarianism by outright proletarian assertiveness in ideo=-
logysand dictatorship in state-power.

Inbued with correct proletarian aggrcesivencss and internationalism, is the
following "Address to the Revolutionary Workers® Councils in Portugal",
published by Union Ouvriere in Ko.8 of their paper cf the same name. 4 split
(centred upon Bordecaux) from the Trotskyist Lutte Ouvrierc in December '7i,
1'Union Ouvricre have repudiated Trotskyism for the central and qualitatively
different perspective of 'abolishing wage-slavery itsclf{whercas Trotskyisn
is a radical petit-bourgeois brand of traditional social-denccracy). In so
doing L'OU have earned for themselves the appcllation "ultra-left!, a label
also applied to CCBI by thcse who do not understand the substance of Marxism—
Lenimienm, but bramdish its shell as a witehdocter would.

While the Address nakes nany of the points COBI would, we nust add our
particular disquiet over sone points in the precceding (PRP-BR) document :
while correctly denouncing beourgcéois clecticns and locking towards proletarkn
insurrection, the PRP)BR actually hanpers the scizimng cf state-power by
saying: "The proletariat will have to count... on these progressive officers
(and it is they who have the weapons) in the struggle against the bourgecisie
and reacvlonaries for the socialist rovslution in Portugal." (p.i2).

As we sald earlier, to rule is to be assoertive, nnt on a few occasions but

as a habit, Relying cn officers, no matter how 'progressive'! or ‘'radicalt,
ajrobs the proletariat of political/ideclogical initiative; and b) physically
makes the proletariat dependent on officers goodwill frr arms - the ultinate
neans for nmaking and holding state-power.Here the 'Platform! (p6) excels.

We think FRP's nisteken views hcre are comnected with a blind revclutionary
optinien in gemeral. It seens to believe that Socialist Revolution ds
imevilable for the megative rcasors that "the econcmic, pelitical and socid
crisis racking capitalisn im Portugal(is)of such nagnilude that there (is)
no hope of the stabilisaticn of bourgecis democracy in Portugnl. A social-
denocratic solution is not possible becmuse this country is alnost wholly
depcndent and without rescurces", (p.8). But preciscly because of depcnd-
ence and lack of resources is a sccial-deormncratic cutcone nost 1likdy in the

T
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in the absence of a devsloped and organised prol«tarian i W
¥zt is understandable (and indoed inevitable for a time) in the mass

“Yaans of workers mobhilisation - the councils - is unforgivab;e and
Thinkesita 4w sve apganination elaiwing to be the vanguard of the class,

HisZory zhows that social-democracy is the best ard ¢ver-willing re-former
of capitalism, This is not something of which the bourgeoisie is unaware,
as witnessed by the intarpnational suppor¢ given to the PS at the party
level, and to Soares and 'damocracy' at the state level - especially by
the EeEC. [t should be rememberea that at the recent summit of the EEC, it
was specifically stated that the granting of aid and even credits to
Portugal was dependent on the establischment ernd 'free functioning' of
(social) democracy., It should further be remembered that in addition to
a general business 'loss of confidence' in Portugese exports, they have
been specifically embargoed by the EEC; and in large measure this is what
is whipping up the small farmers in the catholic north, in turn exciting
the schemes of petit and small bourgeois throughout Portugal.

With an awakening proletariat, social-democracy cannot take over peacefully
and constitutionally. But a Weimar-type takeover after bloody suppressiom
might well occur if the proletariat are not well armed physically and
ideologically., Neither in organisation nor weaponry should bourgeois

armed forces be aped; all and every type of conceivable weapon should

be trained with, and plans of offensive action prepared. Only a class
taking for itself, by itself, all that it needs to go onto the offensive,
can possibly make a revolution in its own interests.,

In this regard it is our duty to draw our brothers' attention to the

role of the supposedly insurrectionary (conscripted) army that permitted
Hindenburg 'the hero! to remain as head of the armed forces, allowing the
socilal-democrat government to recruit the proto~fascist Freikorps to
repress the proletarian upsurge. And in 1923, it was the Reichswehr ithelf
that deposed workers' governments in Saxony and Thuringia. Chile, Illungary
1918-20 and every other revolutionary crisis proves that the only army
proletarians can rely on IS ONE THEY THEMSELVES COMPOSE - the armed,
organised, trained WORKERS !

COBI; 27th August '/5.
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ADIRESS TO THE REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS IN PORTUGAL:

In Portugal the development of the movement of social revolution has
already reached one of the highest points in Western Europe for several
decades. The magnificent revolt of May-June 1968 in France, which despite
breaking with the lethargy in which the bourgeois states in Western Europe
had been sleeping since the end of the war, could not muster enough strength
to pass beyond the arena of radical dispute; and if it was finally rolled
in the electoral mud by all the reunited forces of social preservation p
from the Gaullists to the Stalinists*, it is because it never posed the
problem of alternative power except in a literary way. Today it seems that
the most advanced sections of the proletarian movement in Portugal are
taking up the problems which May ('68) left for them. The fact that the
Stalinists and their trade union organisation are in power is clarifying
things in the eyes of ever increasing numbers of workers, while the class
recrimination ~nd antagonism allow us to predict violent confrontations.

But the dynamics of thc social revolution, it has come about that we others,
workers and communists, don't heed the movement for the reconstruction of
capitalist enterprises undertaken since April 25th by the "progressive"
bourgeois officers and by the Stalinists,engcndercdby the 'democratic"
chatterboxes of the PPD and the PS. We oniy listen to the indecpendent
workers! movement which, from month to month, has asserted itself with ever
more force and an ever clecarer consciousness as to its _own objectives,
culninating in the demonstration of June 17th last, whcre the workers of
the Lisnave distinguished themselves.

*
As'scientific socialists, CORI vehemently opposes this rcemanent, because
blind, Trotskyist demagogy. Using 'Stalinist' as a blanket perjorative is
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» whol: length of that dcmonstration, workers marched past
2§§E%ing Eg; zgglﬁﬁéo§%g;T SOVIET OF REVOLUTIONARY PORTUQA%!""IMM%?I%TE
DISSOI YTtk OF THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMELY!'" or the most rePuaued 81§%d€£at
"OUT WITH THE RABBLE.POWER TO THOSE WHO LABOURIY, therg is no c}outh e i®
the ruiing classes 0of s1l countries recognised, and this time in e fu
light of day, the facc of their mortal encmy.

We, workers and revolutionarices, boldly salutc thogc.of the Portugese
workers wio, having known how to appraise the Stalinists for what they ]
are, proclaim that: "the just regquirements of the workers cannot be satis-
fied under the éapitalist modec of production, EVEN IF IT TAKES THE FORM
OF STATE CAPITALISM"(first conclusion of the First Congress of the revol-,
utionary Councils of workers, soldiers and sailore,19th April, 1975).

We, workers and rcvolutionaries, rejoice to see a significant scction of t@e
portugesc workers assert, contrary to the official lics of all thc capitalist
fractions, civil and military, that "you specak of the participation of the
workers in the construction of a socialist society, WHEN THAT SOCIETY
DOESR'T YET EXIST",(Manifesto of the Revolutionary Vorkers'! Councils to

the proletariat, 15th April,1975).

But if the radical demostrations in which the vanguard of the Portugesc
proletariat have taken part several times to date can be omens for the
futurc in the eyes of the Europcan proletariat, and especially the Spanish
proletariat, nevertheless communist workers whose cycs are turned towards
Lisbon stiil have many reasons to fear the worst. And wc can only speak
franikly to you , comradcs. In makin; criticisns of you, wc arc conscious of
contributing to a self-criticism of our class. Your dcfoat, in effect, will
be our defeat. And we only make thesc criticisms to you becausc, wo hope to
sec the proletarian movemcnt aseserting itself ever more stron;ly and
surpassing our insufficicncics of today, on a world scale.

REVCLUTIONARY WORKERS, SOLDIERS AND SATLORS, COMRADES{

The first thing which disturbs us, reading the Manifesto and thce Conclusions
cf the First Congress of Viorkers, Soldiere and Sailors Councils, is the lack
of ciarity of thesc documents on a vital question for the rcvolutionary
proletarian movemeut:that of the nature of the Armcd Forces Movement, being
prescnted here as composcd of "progressives", "rightists" and "the undecided!
But the CLASS nature of these diverse nilitary tendencies is never explicitly
denounced as ENTIRELY CAPITALIST (whether state capitalist or not). Worse,

tho drafters of thesc documents of thoCRTSM cven consider thensclves honoured

Eydthe "support" of OFFICERE who arc in the forcnost positions of power
Qday.

If the Portugese workers who act or identify thonselvee with the ox%st%ng
Councils dont rid themselves of their illusions about the Micft" of the

nilitary, the demagogues, 'sclf-nanagers', 'socialists' and company, they
will only be able, in the short term, to servc them as a running-board to
achieve new capitalist stability (whether like the Peruvian, Yugoslav or
Algerian, it doesn't much natter) which, not only will be the ncpgation of

the connunist moverient, btut which, furthernore, can only rcsult sooner or
later in the comnunists being crushed.

The Carvalhos and cénpany are not nore "to the loft" than Bouncdienne or
Tito, and their way of being "o the leoft" is no norc than a way "to the
l1eft" of saving capital. It cnuld bo that the decp social crisis which is
crossing Portugal will not lc ablc, Lefore long, to rceolve itself, on
capital's ground execcpt by attenpting tq encirele the working class YET
MORE CLOSELY, by naking then Actlvely partieipate in the safeguarding of the
NATIORAL STATE. 4nd, if thc workers do not nove onto their puard about this,
the 'Councils!, rocouvercd by the nilitary Mlcft", could bo the nost

fitting means for this ¢ncirclonent, after the old unions and parties have
becn remdered bankrupt,

bad enough; tut to usc the torm for the rank revisionists that composc the

official CP's, which repudiated Stalin cathartically inl956, and ever aftar
in daily theory and practice, is nothing but the nost banal phrasenongering,
In logie, the torn should bo confined to the (alas rarc) crganisations like

COBI, that repgard Stalin as tho continuator of Leninisne t5 which thav ndhem
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This wouldn't be the first time that capital has subordinated "workers!
councils" to itself! Remember, comrades, the German social-democrat counter-
revolutionaries were trusted by the 'councils', that they dominated, all

the better to crush the workers!

The worst danger would be to fall into a fetishiem of the ‘'councils', in
which, falling prey to the darkness, the workers would disarm themselves.
And it nuet’' be forcibly said this very day, that if Carvalho dominates
such imstitutions even for a day, they will establish themselves as being
nothing other than the ultimate forms of the power of capitald The conclus-
ion which forces itself upon the revolutionary proletariat is that the
workers must expel from their councils and commissions ALL the officers,
cven of "the lcft', and CONTRAST THE HIERARCHY OF THE MILITARY DEMAGOGUES
"OF PROGRESS", WITH THE COMMUNIST COUNCILS OF ORDINARY SOLDIERS AND SAILORS.

That is the sccond point on which we wish to give you our point of view.
Most of the time you justify your acceptance of bourgeois officers in your
ranke by the nced to have rccourse to them in order "to arm the class",
However, c¥en supposing that the bourgeois officers would give arms to the
proletariat, the whole past history of class struggle is thorc to teach us
that this could only bo on the condition that we defcnd THEIR intcrests,
that we crush THEIR encmics, that we serve as foot-soldicrs in THEIR

class war. And besides, thc working class can arrangc lots of means tc
armitsclf, if only it has the revolutionary audacity to scek them. Start
from the irresistable power that can be that of the mass of sailors and
soldiers, if they can be won over to the connunust revolution.

The class struggle in thc barracks docs NOT, as nunmerous conradcs believce,
80 nystificd that they cannot distinguish a bourgeois officor from a
worker, take plaec IN THE BOSOM of the caste of dignitarics of the national
state army. It takes place betwcen the great nass of ordinary soldiers and
sailors amd that castc of officors IN ITS ENTIRETY. Lastly, the arms are
produccd, transpcrted, ctc., by the proclctarint. The erning of the class
can only be its own work and the product of the offensive conbination of
ALL those neans. It is illusory amd cririnal to expcet from the bourgeois

officers thec defencc of those who, socially, arc thc negation of their
cxistencc,

Ifitis through fear of confrontation that the Council nilitants take rcfugc
under the cloak of Carvalho and the young wolves of COPCON, they arc
committing a double crror: this will not avoid INEVITABLE confrontations
and this will only disarn nilitants a little morc, pelitically, &s
cormunists =-- by rcducing then to the pure and sinple rolec of outriders
for a capitalist fraction.

But that is met all. If the workers camnot place any reliance on the officers
"on the left", they ean no longer tolerate political forces who describe
thenselves as "connunists" or "socialists", but whe have no other goal but

to perpetuate capital after naking themselves managers of its nationalisation,
being able tc divert cur novenent as a class. Now, onc can rcad in the fourth
peint of the proposal of 20th April of the CONGRESS OF COUNCILS, that

"The parties and workers novencnts, the left of the PS included, are invited
to represent thensclves through a delegate on the Provisional National
Secretariat (pro-councils)'". That is to say, anongst cthers, the sceial-
denocrats and the Stalinists.

It is maivety or dcceit to believe that Scares or Cumhal can, in any way
whatever, work for the success of a novenent whose victory involves the o
destruction of their power. Therefore, this ccsy possibility of the Staliniists
and "liberal" bourgeoie of the PS participating in the seccrotariat of the
pro-council novenent can cnly have c¢ne practical ceffcct, if indeed they onc
day actually require tc participatc in it: that will be to kill in the cgg,
fron within, the rovoluticnary pessibilitics of groups «f wurkers o e
who believed they cught to "invite" then.
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It is ridiculous to thipk—-that the stalinists are able to.partéglfgte

in the council novenent like a'meutral! component,.th?t will ac o e
"nunbers" withcut destroying the orientation, Inev1t?oly, and 1ft ¥ ks
reduced to such 2 position they will do it for ccrtain, the agents O e
capitalist centralisation of the econony who are invested cn massi_ln
independent workers associatioms, will by force, falsehood and their . .
rowerful display, subordinate the "sovicts" to thensclves or annihilate
then. At the present hour, far fron inviting Cunhal and Scarcs onto the
secretariat of organisations which could have a dccisive role in class
struggle, RATHER IT IS EXTREMELY NECESSARY TO DENOUNCE THEM EVERYWHERE

AS THE LEFT CRUTCH OF CAPITALs, THE AGENTS OF THE COUNTERREVOLUTION, THE
ENEMIES OF THE PROLETARIAT, AND BLUNTLY EXPEL THEM FROM ALL THE WORKERS
ASSEMELIES, OR THEY WILL MAKE THEMSELVES ADVOCATES OF PASSIVITY WAITING

TO BECOME TOMORROW, IF THE NEED ARISES, THE EXECUTIONERS OF THE COMMUNISTS
WHO THOUGHT THEY COULD ACHIEVE SOME SORT OF "CLASS FRONT" WITH THEM.

They arc, and will remain, agents of statc capital. The revolutionary
workers must treat then as such. All other ways can only lead to the repet-
ition of the massacre of the Spartacists in Germany by the controlling
social-democrat "majorities" in the "councils" who wore in effect only

- the "workers" cmissaries to their pninisters.

A final point, but not the least important one. It stands to reason that
our criticisn starts fron a dofinition of what capital is, and from that
which is its communist negation., That is the point of departure frorn which
we nust evaluate the revolutionary content of initiatives and £roups.

In writing "socialist planning cpposes itself to self-nanagencnt under

free conpctition and to State capitalisn", (5th point of the Objectives

of the Councils, approved at the Congress) you secn to perceive the dangers
of the two crudest deceptions that capital can throw to thc workers, like
bones to gnaw at, the better to perpctuate its own cxistcnce: the "self-
nanagenent of atonised capital, and the nationalisction of our servitude.
But your formulaticn remains hazy, and cne can read nany things into it -- .
of which the strongest are the least revolutionary ("self-nanagenent" a la
Tito or one of his succcssors for cxanple).

Capital is no nore a natter of FORM OF PROPRIETORSHIP (individual or statc)
than a natter of the MODES OF MANAGEMENT (tcchnocratic, “democratic",
centralised or atonised); it is the SOCIAL RELATION &n which, scparated

fren the ncans of production, they see the products of their labour escape
frag Fhen like their naster (whether that naster is personified by the
individual boss or the capitalist agent). Capital is the brocess of disposs
essing the producers of all that they prcduce, thrcugh the meachanisn of

the WAGES SYSTEM, thc sceial rclation which produces and reproduces, beyond
the nmanufactured Boods, the subjcction of the wage-carncrs and the donination
of the class of capitalist nanagers. TO SMASH CAPITAL MEANS TO SMASH THIS
SOCIAL RELATION AND NOTHING ELSE. To be surc, that takes place throuch the
destructiog of the bourgecis statec and all the ncans of political domination
by the ruling class, and by the rclentless assertion of the revolutionary
class at all levelsy but also it takes place by naking all production

SERVE THE NEEDS OF THE PROLETARIAT, the collcctive appropriaticn of all

those products, production for use and not for narket exchange. And our

91ass cannot surrcnder to anyone the trouble of SOCIALISING %ho world, for
1t.is by itself affecting this socialisation of the world that the prolet-
ariat ecan destrcy itsclf as a slave class, and only in this way.

There is no other way fcr us to becone at last the nasters of a node of ’
production which has nade of us pur¢ and sinply a raw naterial, and for us 2
to be alle t- usc our strength as nmen finally free to revolutionise the

whole of our life to the infinite possibilitics OF SOCIETY WITHOUT CLASSES. °
If you den't tcueh the wages systcn you can beautifully nedify all its

FORMS as nuch as ycu like, but all the 0ld shit will not fail to reconstitute
iisglf. And 211 your struggles will have only rcsulted in giving you new
chains.
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REVOLUTIONARY WCRKERS, SOLDTERS, SATLORS, COMRADESY

You nust now understand that which disquiets us whon we see nuch good

. revolutipnary emergy. placed, in your country, at the service of "progressive®
‘capitalistrofficers. The principal weakness of our class today lies

IN ITS OWN SELF, and it is there that it must be cured.

', The Council Movenent, raising in Portugal untenadle contradictions which
are tearing apart our class, can play a. dccisive role in the coning period.
Not omly in your country, but onarworldscale. And not only today, but
tornorrow. But it could also transforn itself into a' vulgar appendix of the
beurgeois state. : . , ¥

Therefore we- can never restate cnouchs

That communist workers nust .stretch all their forces t¢ conserye for their
councils their CLASS INDEPENDENCE, hunting out all the cfficers, all the
stalinists, 'all the refornists and their doubles, under whatcver mask they

That rank and file soldiers and sailors rust sct up their own: comtat ofgan-
isations, INDEPENDENT OF and OPPOSED TO THE MILITARY HIERARCHY.

fThat the occupicd factories must be reconverted into moanS'of.produciihn
WHICH THE PROLETARIAT NEED. Ll

That the distribution of products must be directly cafried out by the
“producers, between the urban and the rural and the diverse factorics without
the accunulation of profit being tolerateds

Thatitie by scizing the ncans of production, of distriltution, and in the
nobilisation of the soldiers and sailcors in liason with the soviet organis-
ations of proletarian combat, that the nmcans for the comnunist victory can
be sccurecd. ; - :

But also,~THﬁT if the Councils can be instruncnts of our enancipation,
THESE MEANS, LIKE ALL MEANS, HAVE NO OTHER VALUE THAN THE USE WHICH IS .
MADE OF THEM,. . e :

The revoluticnary workers of our fraction, and morc generally, -&ll . the
workers of the world, can only hcpe that their class brothers in Portugsal
will know how to raise themselves to the level of the tests which the
future rcserves for them, ancd that by their valour and the radicalisn of
their initiatives, thcy will nake all the powers of the planct trenble.

In this hopc we address cur reyoclutionary greeting to you:

Down with wage labour !
Down with class socicty !

Long live the connunist revolution ! 10 July 1975
The Organisation Cornmittee of

L'Union Quvricrec.
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COBI notecs and sloganst

"Je have scen that the capitalist process of production is a historically
"deternmined forn of the social process of production in general. Tpo latter
is as nuch a producticn process of matcrial conditions af.human 11f? as a
process taking place under specific historical and economic production
relations, producing and reproducing these production relations thenselves,
and thercby also the bearcrs of this process, their naterial conditicns of
existence and their nutual relations, ie, their particular sccio-ccononic
forn. For the aggrcpate of these rclations, in which the agents of this
production stand with respect to Nature and tc one ancther, and in which
they produce, is precisely society, considered from the standpoint of itse
econonic structurc, Like all its predecessors, the capitalist process of
production proceceds under definite material conditions, which are, however,
sinultancously the bearcrs of definite social relaticns cntcred into ty
individuals in the process of rcproducing their life, Thosc conditions,
like those rclations, arc on the one hand prerequisites, on the other hand
results and creations of the capitalist process of production; they arc
produced and rcproduced Ly it.®

"ewe the capitalist mode of production, like any other, does not nercly
constantly reproduce the naterial procuct, but also the social and econonic
rcalations, the characteristic economic forms of its creation. Its rcsult,
- therefor, appears just as constantly prcsupposed by it, as its presuppos-
itions appecar as its rcsults. And it is this continual rcpreduction of
the sane relations which the individual capitalist anticipatcs as self-
?vident, as an indubitable fact. So long as the capitalist modec of rroduct-
lon pcersists as suchy a portion of the newly added labcur continually
resolves itself into wages, another intc profit (intercst and profit of
ent§rprise), anc a third into rent. In contracts letwcen owners of the
various agencies cf production this is always assunc:d, and this assumption
is correct, however nuch the rclative proporticns nay fluctuate in indiv-
idual cases. The definitc fornm in which the parts of value confront cach
other is presupposcd becausc it is continually rcproduced, and it is
continually rcproduced becausc it is continually prcsupposcd M
zgggicgapltal Velune 3, pp. 818-9, and p.872 of 1971 En;lish--language

QGAINST DEMOCRACY AND PATRIOTISM, THE BEST POSSIBLE SHELL FOR CAPITALISM !
AGATINST THE SOCIAL RELATIONS OF CAPITAL IN EVERY FORM i
FOR THE DICTATORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT ¢

FOR THE GLOBAL COMMUNIST SOCIETY WITHOUT CLASSES !

"Workers of the World Unite !
An? thus Multiply our Might®,
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*
% WHAT IS THE COMMUNIST ORGANISATION IN THE BRITISH ISLES? x

}*I-*I-I*{b*************'I'i-l**#*******************************i:
1. COEI is a Marxist-Leninist collective, formed on lst January, 1974,
in secession from the British and Irish Communist Organisation, now become
revisionist. Its purpose is to integrate Marxist-Leninist theory with the
concrete conditions prevailing in the British Isles, and guided by this
concrete development of Marxism-Leninism, to promote the development of
communist politics among the working class. It aims, through its
activities, to help bring about political and ideological conditions in
which the formation of a new communist party will be a meaningful step in
the development of communist politics as a link in the chain of
proletarian internationalism,

2. We take the natural economic unit of the British Isles as the area of

our organisation and oppose any attempts by bourgeois or populist
nationalism to fragment working class organisation within the above economic
unit. We resolutely base ourselves on the proletariat of the whole

British Isles without exception.As a European state develops we shall extend
ourselves accordingly.

3. In terms of the development and strength of its economic organisation,
the working class of Britain is second to none in the capitalist world;
its political and ideological development is, however, much less advanced.
In particular it lacks its own political party. Without such a party, a
real communist party, it will be unable to decisively defeat the
capitalist class, build socialism and advance to communism,

4, The history of the struggle to build such a party in the British Isles
has beer largely one of failure., The conspicuous exception to this was
the Socialist Labour Party of Great Britain, whose emblem COBI has adopted
and whose valuable experience we intend to assimilate,

5. A major reason for this failure has been the inability of revolutionaries
in the British Isles to make a complete break with capitalist ideology;
their failure to breazk with the pragmatist outlook of the British capitalist
class has led them to underestimate the importance of the Marxist-Leninist
theory of scientific socialism. Without the guidance of this theory

there can be no communist politics.

6., For these reasons COFI takes as its immediate tasks: the application of
communist theory to the conditions of the British Isles, and ideological
struggles against opportunist distortions of communism, such as modern
revisionism and Trotskyism,

7. COBI demands the maximum ideological unity amongst its members. All
members, in addition to engaging in practical work, must improve their
understanding of scientific socialism and contribute to the ideological
struggle. Nobody will be admitted to full membership of the organisation
unless they have demonstrated their commitment to class struggle and
their understanding of scientific socialism.

8. To supplement the efforts of its full membership, COEI encourages a
wider group of associate members to work in cooperation with it.

For full elucidation of these premises see Proletarian No.l, and if you
wish to know more about COEI contact:

J. Maisels,
3/8, May Court,
Edinburgh EHL4 4SD.




This 'forgotten classic'-on the historical derivation and contemporary
operation of state structures, sees its first edition since 1917, with
an Introduction by C.0.B.I. and a specially written Preface by- Harry

‘McShane. In all 240 pp. Reviewing the work, Raymond Challinor wrote:

"I hope that William Paul's book is widely read. It deserves to be.
Not only does it demonstrate the falsity of historians like Walter
Kendall, who claim that there was no indigenous revolutionary trad-
ition in Britain and say it was imported from Russia, but also Paul's
book has intrinsic merit. It is far easier and less painful to dis-
cover the nature of the capitalist state through reading its pages
than from a policeman's truncheon." (I.S.Journal, April '75).

£1.25 post paid, from: Proletarian Publishing, c¢/o N. Watson,
62 Thistle Street, Edinburgh 2; or from C.0.B.I.
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