













































































































































































































































































































































































Chapter IV
THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION
AND THE INTERNATIONAL
MARXIST-LENINIST
COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

1. THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION

The present international situation is marked by
- increasing turbulence and increasingly grave
tensions and dangers. The threat of new local and
general wars is continually growing.

The entire capitalist-revisionist world is in an
acute crisis, which represents the deepening of the
general crisis of capitalism. It is an all-sided crisis,
an economic, political, ideological, cultural, social,
spiritual and military crisis, with the economic crisis
as the foundation. The crisis is a global crisis, which
has engulfed all the countries in which capitalist
relations of production are in force. It is hitting both
the developed capitalist countries and the colonial,
neo-colonial and dependent countries; it is hitting
the revisionist countries, where the capitalist system
has been restored, just as it is the countries of
"western" capitalism.

The present crisis is sharpening all the
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contradictions of the capitalist-revisionist system on
a world scale. The contradictions between the
exploiters and the exploited are intensifying as the
bourgeoisie strives to shift the burden of the crisis
onto the backs of the working people and to intensify
exploitation. The class struggle between the
bourgeoisie and proletariat is sharpening. In the
present crisis, the oppressed peoples who are
dominated by imperialism are facing increased
oppression and plunder. The struggles of the
oppressed peoples against imperialism and social
imperialism are intensifying in resistance against
this exploitation and oppression, while the
imperialists and social imperialists are stepping up
their activity against the liberation struggles of the
peoples, backing the neo-colonial and fascist
regimes. The imperialists and social imperialists are
stepping up their contention for markets, for sources
of raw materials and profitable outlets for invest-
ment around the globe. The present crisis is
sharpening all the inter-imperialist contradictions,
both those between the blocs headed by the two
superpowers, US imperialism and Soviet social
imperialism, and those within these blocs.

All the contradictions are sharpening. The
situation may lead to new general and local wars, and
it may give rise to new wars of national liberation
and to revolution. Revolutionary crises are maturing;
the danger of a third world war is very real. Whether
the imperialists and social imperialists will succeed
in launching a world war, or whether the people will
prevent the world war and save mankind from the
catastrophe, is not settled: it is the struggle of the
proletariat and oppressed masses which will decide
whether or not the imperialists will be able to realise
their plans. In this situation there is room neither for
complacency nor for fatalism and pessimism. The
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revolu'gion is the necessity of our time not only t
emancipate the proletariat and broad masses ofy'ch0
peogle f.rom capitalist exploitation and imperialis(:
domlnatlop, but also to defeat the warmongerin
Plans of imperialism and social imperialisn% a g
prevent the new holocaust they are preparing. "

The Two Superpowers, the Mo
¢ st Danger
Enemies of the Prol:etariat and Peogple(;us

: At the hgad of the reactionary forces confronting
ltJ Se Prolet.an-at and peoplgs are the two superpowers
Imperialism and Soviet social imperialism, Thé
two superpowers are to an equal degree the most
powerful an_d ferocious imperialist powers in th
world, constituting the most powerful forces agains(';3
the.revolt.ltlon and socialism, against sovereignty and
patlon'al.mdependence, against democracy and for
Imperialist war. In their rivalry lies the threat of
new and more terrible global war. :
. All the imperialists and social imperialists, in the
grip of the grave economic crisis which broke,out in
1973, have'escalated their struggle to expand their
spheres of influence and to seize new markets and
sources of raw materials. The drive is towards a new
redgvgsgon of the world between these powers, a
redivision which can only be achieved at the cost, of
one another_ and therefore, as Leninism teaches
through forcible means, by war. This is the source of
the grave exacerbation of tensions and the frantic
armaments race, which has reached enormous
proportions and is continually escalating.
_ Thg two superpowers, at the head of the rival
Imperialist blocs, are doing everything in their power
to shore up and expand their respective spheres of
influence, to further their plunder and domination of
the peoples, to launch new interventions to suppress



232 REPORT TO THE FIRST CONGRESS OF RCPB(ML)

the people's struggles, to Bolster their military
capacity. They are striving to force their allies into
line and to make them accept a greater share of the
burden of the crisis and a greater share in the burden
of the arms race; each is making great efforts to
penetrate into the other's sphere of influence;
each is striving to exploit the cracks in the alliances
of the other.

Everywhere in the world hotbeds of tension exist
and are being kindled, as in the Middle East,
Indochina, Latin America, Europe, the Balkans,
southern Africa, and other regions. The source of this
tension is the rivalry of the imperialist powers and
above all the two superpowers, the United States and
the Soviet Union.

The partial equilibrium which existed between
the two superpowers is tending to break down, as
manifested in the unrestrained expansion of the arms
race and the intensifying rivalry in every corner of
the globe. The drive to annexations and redivision of
spheres of influence is markedly increasing. At the
same time, where it is in their interest, the two
superpowers reach accommodation against the
peoples, to suppress the revolution and socialism.

In the arms race we see the manifestation of
these tendencies. The arms race is tending to go
beyond all bounds; at the same time, the superpowers
continue their efforts, through the never-ending
series of "arms reduction” talks, "disarmament" talks
and other means, to reach agreements which will be
mutually advantageous, to establish more firmly the
domination over their respective "allies", to
maintain the nuclear monopoly of the superpowers,
to divert the popular opposition to the war
preparations.

Thus the rivalry of the imperialists and social
imperialists, headed by the two superpowers, is
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characterised by contention and the drive to new
conflicts and war, accompanied at the same time by
collusion in the common aim to suppress and
subjugate the proletariat and peoples. It is a
necessity for the proletariat and peoples to wage the
struggle against both superpowers and never to fall
into the trap of alliance with one superpower or one
imperialist power in the struggle against others. The
demagogy of the imperialists and social imperialists
that one or the other is the defender of the people, of
peace, freedom and national independence, etc.,
while the other is the sole enemy, must be resolutely
rejected and opposed.

The- United States, like the Soviet Union, is
escalating its warmongering and aggressive course.
US imperialism, which consolidated its leadership of
the capitalist world at the end of the second world
war, intent on realising Hitler's dream of world
domination, is continuing and escalating the pursuit
of its reactionary course. US imperialism openly
trumpets its reactionary doctrine according to which
every corner of the globe is a legitimate sphere for
1ts interference and domination. In the last few years
fgr example it has declared the Middle East, with its
011_ and its strategic importance, to be a sphere of
"vital interest" to American imperialism and has
given itself the right to intervene with armed force
fpr t.he defence of these "vital interests"; and
hk_ew1se with its "own backyard", Latin America. In
this, US imperialism is continuing and accelerating
the activity for which it has been notorious since the
second world war — the savage armed intervention,
the non-stop organisation of CIA coups, the
proliferation of its bases, armed forces, aggressive
pacts and alliances (such as NATO, ANZUS, SEATO,
CENTO, etc.) everywhere in the world.
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US imperialism is the greatest neo-colonial
plunderer of the world's people; it exports its capital
to every corner of the globe, east and west, north and
south; its multinationals savagely exploit the
peoples, and its big banks, and the International
Monetary Fund and World Development Bank, etc.,
load the peoples with an ever more intolerable
burden of interest payments and debt.

US imperialism, faced with the deepening of its

crisis, the greater and greater opposition from the
proletariat and peoples plundered by it, as well as the
increased drive of Soviet social imperialism and
others to expand at its expense, is pursuing a more
and more reactionary, expansionist and aggressive
course. At the same time as striving to strengthen its
stranglehold on the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin
America, and its dictate over its European and other
"allies", it is escalating the armaments race, openly
asserting that it envisages what it calls a "limited
nuclear war" between the superpowers over Europe.
It is strengthening the aggressive NATO alliance and
other military alliances and stepping up the
preparation and use of expeditionary intervention
forces, as with the Rapid Deployment Force and the
"peace-keeping force" in Lebanon. It is increasing
the arming and direction of reactionary forces under
the command of US "advisers" for intervention in
Nicaragua and El Salvador, etc. It is tightening the
screws on its European allies, to make them bear a
greater share of the burden of strengthening NATO
and increase their participation in its intervention
forces, to turn these countries still more into places
d'armes for the American nuclear and conventional
weapons. It is likewise stepping up its efforts to
penetrate the sphere of influence of its main rival,
the Soviet Union, as wetness events in Poland.

THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION 235

TI}e Soviet Union, like the United States, is
stepping up its warmongering and aggression against
the peoples. The Soviet Union, in which capitalism
was restored by the Khrushchevite revisionists who
usurped. the leadership of the Communijst Party of
the Soviet Union and of the Soviet state after the
Qeath. of Stalin, is today an aggressive  social-
imperialist superpower on a par with the United
Statfes, and in sharp rivalry with it for world
Somgna.tlon. The Soviet Union retains the word

socialist", but the system in force is the state
monopoly capitalist system. Corresponding to the
'caplta.lls.t relations internally it pursues a typically
Imperialist policy abroad; it is a social-imperialist
country, "socialist" in words, imperialist in deeds.

Thus the aggressive and interventionist strategy
of the _Ungted States is matched by the reactionary
expansionist and aggressive strategy of the Soviet
Umon._ The Soviet Union, like the United States, is in
jche grip of profound and growing crisis, the cri;is of
Its revisionist and social-imperialist system which is
beset l?y all the contradictions and evils of the other
countries in which the capitalist system prevails, It
has . thg same imperijalist strategy for world
domlna'tlc_m as the United States. Like the United
States it Is becoming ever more open and bellicose in
the application of its policy of subjugation
hegemomsrr_l, subversion, expansion and aggression.’

Thg Soviet Union is strengthening its domination
over its vassal states through COMECON and
through the Warsaw Pact. The Warsaw Treaty
Or"g.amsation, like the rival NATO alliance, is a
military alli.ance for aggression, domination and war.

_ The Soviet Union, which invaded Czechoslovakia
In 1968, and Afghanistan in 1979, has carried out a
whqle series of interventions, as in Angola, Yemen,
Ethiopia, Eritrea, and so forth. It has stepped up its
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armaments drive, keeping pace with the United
States in the escalation which has taken place in the
recent period, threatening the peoples of Europe and
elsewhere with its nuclear and conventional forces
just like the US imperialists. The Soviet Union is
expanding its plunder of the neo-colonial and
dependent countries through the extension of its
"aid" agreements, the extension of its "joint
enterprises", etc. The methods of the Soviet Union -
the economic and financial enslavement of other
peoples, the expansion into and penetration of other
countries, the plundering of their resources, the
unequal trade, the establishment of enslaving and
warlike "treaties of friendship", the aggression and
military interventions, the unbridled pursuit of the
arms race under the demagogy of "defending peace,
security and freedom", etc. — stamp Soviet social
imperialism irrefutably as being from the same
mould as US imperialism, an aggressive imperialist
superpower bent on world domination. ‘

In the Soviet Union today there is not a trace of
socialism as it pretends. The character of the
present-day Soviet Union, as a social-imperialist
power, in which capitalism has been restored in all
fields, and which pursues the corresponding
capitalist-imperialist policy externally, is the
inevitable outcome of the Khrushchevite revisionist
betrayal following the death of Stalin, the liquidation
of the party of the Bolsheviks, of the dictatorship of
the proletariat, of socialism. It is essential for the
proletariat and peoples to be vigilant against and
reject the propaganda of the Khrushchevite modern
revisionists, which trades on the socialist past of the
Soviet Union, with the cynical adoption of the
slogans of "socialism", "peace", "national liberation",
their pose as "natural ally of the national liberation
movement", etc. The Soviet chieftains act in this

THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION 237

way because they find this the most suitable disguise
to penetrate the anti-imperialist and national
hber..atlon movements, as well as the democratic
workm-g-cl.?ss and peace movements of variou;
countries, in order to liquidate their gains in the
struggle against US imperialism and its allies and

subject them instead to the dominati i
ject n il ation of S
social imperialism. oviet

The Imperia]isg and Social-Imperialist Powers,
Exploiters and Oppressors of
the Proletariat and Peoples

All the imperialist and social-imperialj
thrgaten the peoples — the EEC p:;\?elissf %C;\;:;S
Chm.a, and.others as well as the two superpowers Ali
the imperialist and social-imperialist powers I;ave
the Same aggressive, expansionist, hegemonic and
neo-colonial features possessed by the two
superpowers. Like the two superpowers, they remain
on the imperialist path. While the former "great
powers" of Europe, for example, are today compelled
to take second place in relation to the giants, as a
result of the change of relative strengths brgught
ﬁg?gt by 'clflmetﬁne\/len development of capitalism, they

our a i
thapou ambitjgnc;.d features and tendencies and all

In the European Economic Communi
grouped the old-line imperialist powers o; Elljr)',opzrf
Fran.ce, Germany, Britain, Italy, Netherlands,
Be}glum, etc. These powers have set up the EEC as a
union of the big European monopolies in order to
overcome their crisis, to strengthen their
exploitation and sub jugation of the European working
class and people and head off the revolution, to
strengthen their neo-colonial spheres of influence;
the EEC also serves them as a bulwark in their




238 REPORT TO THE FIRST CONGRESS OF RCPB(ML)

contention with the Soviet revisionist bloc.

The EEC, which was set up by the European big
bourgeoisie, supported by the United States, is a
weapon in the hands of the western imperialist
alliance against the peoples, for subjugation, plunder
and reaction, and has nothing of the alleged
minternationalism" which the bourgeoisie attributes
to it. On the contrary, as a weapon of the European
and American big bourgeoisie it is a weapon of
reaction and counter-revolution, of cosmopolitan
annihilation of national identity and subjugation of
the national rights, sovereignty and traditions of the
peoples of Europe, as well as of neo-colonial
strangulation of the neo-colonial and dependent
countries and of inter-imperialist rivalry.

Through the setting up of the EEC the European
big bourgeoisie aimed to give a new lease of life to its
ailing and crisis-ridden system, while US imperialism
found in it a favourable weapon for furthering the
export of its capital to Europe. Today American
capital is inextricably bound up with European
capital in the EEC and through this American
imperialism exerts a tight hold on the EEC powers, as
it does through the membership of these countries in
NATO, the presence of US bases and troops on the
soil of these countries, etc. This hold is reflected for
example in the insistence of the US that the other
NATO powers increase their military spending by
three per cent per annum and more in real terms, by
the demand that these powers accept the Cruise and
Pershing missiles on their territories and the setting

up of new war bases and command facilities, etc. US
imperialism demands from its "partners" not only
collaboration in all fields, but complete submission
to its dictate.

In its foreign relations the EEC largely follows
the US line, as for example in relation to the Iranian
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:;re]volution, the Israeli Zionist invasion of Lebanon
’
on? struggles of the peoples of southern Africa and so
. At' the same time the policy of
imperialists in forcing the burderl: of t)t'weir critsri]: onLiZ
their "partners", in demanding that they bear the
cost qf the ever-increased pace of militarisation, in
Insisting that they toe the US line completely, in
re.latlon to the Soviet Union, the countries of the
Ml-ddle East, etc. — which sharply conflicts with the
drive of thpse powers to expand their markets and
spheres of influence at the cost of their various rivals
— Is strengthening the desire and striving of the EEC
powers to break free from the dictate of the US, in
order to pursue their own imperialist ambitions in ,the
economic and other fields without restrictions. Time
'r'\as proved the correctness of Stalin's prediction:
Outwardly, everything would seem to be 'going
well’; the USA has put Western Europe, Japan and
other capitalist countries on rations; Germany
(Weste('n), Britain, France, Italy and Japan have
fallep into the clutches of the USA and are meekly
obgymg its commands. But it would be mistaken to
thmk.that things can continue to 'go well' for 'all
eten"uty’., that these countries will tolerate the
domination and oppression of the United States

- endlessly, that they will not endeavour to tear loose

from American bonda
/ ge and take the th
independent development" (25). path. of
_ .The us @mperialist economy has lost its over-
i‘ldmg superiority in relation to the EEC and the
atter seeks to challenge the US economic
superiority. The west European imperialists aim to
ma!«? Europe an economic superpower, then a
political and later a military superpower, in rivalry
with the other superpowers.

The EEC powers aim to strengthen their positions
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in the Middle East, Africa and elsewhere, and to
expand trade with and capital exports to the Soviet
Union and COMECON. This latter policy especially is
giving rise to increased clashes with US imperialism,
as over the Siberian gas pipeline, etc. The clash over
the US protectionist policies and the EEC "common
agricultural policy" is a further source of conflict
between the United States and the EEC.

The various imperialist powers of the EEC have
their own individual interests and aims, which bring
them more and more into collision with one another,
as witness the continual and increasing clashes in this
organisation, such as over the budget, over the
agricultural and fishing policy, the monetary system
and so forth. Likewise the attitude of the respective
powers to the US and the Soviet Union is a source of
increasing contradictions between them. Collisions
within the EEC are escalating, to the extent that the
threat of armed force makes its appearance, as with
the Anglo-Danish "cod war".

The inter-imperialist contradictions are weaken-
ing the front of imperialism, as are the struggles of
the proletariat and peoples. In the context of this
weakening of the general imperialist front, the
proletariat and its Party do not side with or tail
behind this or that imperialist power but vigorously
advance the struggle for the social and national
rights of the people, including sovereignty rights, and
for the victory of the revolution.

In the East, Japan is increasingly striving to
expand its markets and break out of the protectionist
restrictions placed on it by the US and the EEC. The
United States wants Japan to increase its military
capacity, while the Japanese militarism of the past,
with its dreams of a revival of the "Greater Far East
Asia Co-prosperity Sphere" in the Far East, South-
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East Asia and the Pacific and Oceania, is making its
presence felt more and more.

The Chinese revisionists are pursuing their
reactionary policy of "four modernisations" to
strgngthen China's capitalist economy and her
military strength with the aid of western capital,
technology and armaments. In pursuit of their
social-imperialist aims and ambitions, they are
following the counter-revolutionary policy of
alliance with US imperialism and of mortgaging the
assets and labour of the Chinese people to western
imperialist finance capital. They seek to turn China
into a new social-imperialist superpower with its own
sphere of influence, to expand in rivalry with the
other imperialist and social-imperialist powers. They
have been forging links with Japan for the same
purpose. The aggressive nature of Chinese social
imperialism was conclusively proved by its brazen
aggression against Vietnam in 1980. The Chinese
social imperialists are extending their tentacles to
the "third world" in line with their aspiration to be
the "leader" of this "world". They have linked
themselves with the forces of darkest reaction
throughout Africa, Asia and Latin America.

The US and other imperialists seek an outlet in
China for their export of capital and seek  new
sources of raw materials. They supply arms and
military technology to China with the aim of building
up China's military capacity as far as necessary for it
to provide a counterpoise against Soviet social
imperialism in the East and a bulwark against the
peoples; at the same time the US imperialists do not
intend to strengthen China's military capacity to the
extent that it can threaten their own hegemony and
domination in the area. A Washington-Beijing-Tokyo
axis has been forged, which poses a grave threat
against the peoples of the Far East, South-East Asia,
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the Pacific and Oceania.

Whilst pursuing this strategy, the Chinese social
imperialists, in accordance with their unprincipled,
pragmatic policy, have lately shown a more
favourable attitude to the wooing of Moscow. In this
they have not only the aim of putting pressure on the
US imperialists so as to secure "a better deal", but
also of keeping the possibilities open for yet another
diametric about-face like those they have made in
the past in pursuit of their social-imperialist
ambitions, this time to an alliance with the Soviet
Union against the United States. The Soviet social
imperialists for their part want to lessen the tensions
with their social-imperialist neighbour in the East,
just as they want a rapprochement with the EEC
powers; among other reasons they aim at weakening
the encirclement from east and west.

The venal, cynical and unprincipled policy of the
Chinese social imperialists and their warmongering
present grave dangers to the world's people, as do the
policies of the superpowers and the EEC and
Japanese imperialists.

All the imperialist and social-imperialist powers
are on the road of expansionism, intervention and
aggression. This is creating dangerous hotbeds and
threatening catastrophes for the peoples in the
various regions and on a global scale.

The Sharpening Class Struggle throughout the
Capitalist-Revisionist World

The present crisis, which continues to sweep the
entire capitalist-revisionist world, is bringing with it
an intensification of the class struggle in all the
capitalist and revisionist countries, developed and
undeveloped. On the one side the capitalists are
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striving to force the entire burden of the crisis onto
tl.]e_ working people and are launching ever more
viclous attacks on the wages, living conditions, social
benefits and rights of the working class and people
striving to crush the people's resistance and crush thé
revolu tion. On the other the working class and people
are waging more and more determined struggles.

In the advanced capitalist countries of the west
the workers are engaging in strikes and
demonstrations against the intensified exploitation
the 'driving down of wages, the worsening of
conditions and the attacks on their rights. The
workers in the various countries of the EEC, the US
anc! elsewhere have launched powerful struggles,
which in many cases, such as, for example, those of
the steel workers in various countries, have been
marked by great militancy and determination.

In the revisionist countries, in which capitalism
has been restored, the struggles of the working
masses are likewise increasing against the
1ntql§rable exploitation and oppression by the
revisionist bourgeoisie, which has imposed a system
of exploitation every bit as inhuman as that of the
classical western capitalist countries. In these
countries the economic and political crisis and the
class struggle are sharpening just as in the west, and
the struggle of the Polish workers is a vivid
reflection of this.

In the dependent and neo-colonial countries too
the class struggle of the proletariat is intensifying,
as with the heroic textile workers' strike in India, the
struggles of the Chilean miners, the Brazilian
workers, the Azanian miners and many others, The
struggle of the workers against the exploitation by
the big bourgeoisie of these countries and the plunder
bx the foreign imperialists, for whom the local
oligarchies form the social base, is increasing as the

I




244 REPORT TO THE FIRST CONGRESS OF RCPB(ML)

yoke of the imperialist and social-imperialist
multinationals and big banks on these countries
reaches monstrous proportions. The imperialists and
social imperialists are striving to force the full
weight of the crisis onto these countries and the
reactionary regimes are imposing a heavier and
heavier burden on the working people; this is leading
to intensification of the struggles of the working
masses, who are heroically clashing with the
capitalists and fighting the barbarous repression by

the reactionary regimes.

Throughout the capitalist-revisionist world the
people are launching powerful struggles for their
rights. Among these struggles the movement against
imperialist war preparations is growing in
proportions and in breadth, and is posing increasing
difficulties for the imperialist and social-imperialist
warmongers.

The superpowers and the imperialist governments
are responding with an escalation of their demagogy
aimed at liquidating the anti-war movement and
calling on the people to put their faith in the good
offices of the superpowers and the warmongers to
avert the drive to inter-imperialist war, at making
the superpowers the arbiters of the destinies of the
peoples, at legalising the arms race and
strengthening the nuclear monopoly of the
superpowers.

The imperialist war preparations are not carried
out to "deter" the other side, as is claimed, but are
deadly serious preparations for launching an imperia-
list world war to serve their aggressive and expan-
sionist aims. The globe is already divided up; but the
capitalist economies must expand as a condition of

maintaining their profits and their system. Each can
only expand at the expense of the other; hence
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imperialism is the source of a new world war
Each of the superpowers justifies the arrr.ls race

on the basis of the aggressiveness of the other. Th

gscalatlop of the arms race is accompanied b;' th:
increase in the imperialist-pacifist demagogy of the
'\'v:;}rmongers. Numerous "arms reduction" and

.dlsarmament" talks are conducted under various
_tltles. In tl)ese they present the fraud that they are
1ntepested in disarming and that the people should
not fight against the superpowers but should rely on
them to reach "detente". At the same time each uses
the talks as a platform for its demagogical
Propaganda,. and these talks become an arena for
inter-imperialist rivalry between the superpowers
as well as of collusion in which they conspire anc’l
hatch up plots to the detriment of the interests of the
peoples. They insist that the arms race, the "balance
of forces", has been the reason no ge;meral war has
brgken out since the second world war. But it is
evident that the arms race has not diminished the
danger of a general war but greatly increased it while
local wars have continued without cessation since
the second world war. The peoples of Europe and
elsewhere have never been so endangered as they are
today under the domination of the two superpower
and Ttrl]\e threat of nuclear war. powers
‘ e people must not accept the idea, sprea
:\m{)er;]ahsm.and social imperialism, that ’whpetehe(i' lz
"o there is peace depends on whether or not
Tdhetente" succeeds or the arms race "deters" war.
: teby must not accept either the idea that the
u rea!< of war is an inevitability and a foregone
f:onclgmgn. The question of whether or not the
impen:ahsts and social imperialists succeed in

a;uncl:hmg wor!d war depends on the struggles of the
;?us()tp e. There.xs no room for defeatism and passivity,
as there is no room for complacency, in relation
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to the present situation and the dangers it poses.
There is no room for the view that the imperialists
will not dare to launch war because of the vast
destruction this would entail; nor is there room for
the view that it will be time enough to take action
when war has actually broken out. The struggle
against imperialist war preparations must be
advanced with all vigour, to mobilise the masses of
people to avert the war and prevent the imperialist
and social-imperialist warmongers realising their
criminal designs.

The anti-war movement is directed against
imperialism and is therefore part of the world
revolutionary process, the struggle for the overthrow
of imperialism and social imperialism, the victory of
the socialist and national liberation revolutions. It is
directed against the imperialists and social
imperialists, headed by the two superpowers, and
their military blocs and alliances, against all
imperialist war preparations, nuclear, "conven-
tional", or other.

The revolution is the necessity of our time not
only to emancipate the proletariat and broad masses
of the people from capitalist exploitation and
imperialist domination, but also to defeat the
warmongering plans of imperialism and social
imperialism and prevent the new holocaust which

they are preparing.

The peoples are threatened with the grave danger
of fascism, the open terroristic form of rule resorted
to by the most reactionary sections of finance
capital when other means no longer suffice to crush
the revolution and the struggles of the proletariat
and people. Inall the capitalist-revisionist countries
the repressive power of the state is being increased
in all directions, with reactionary laws, with the
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massive expansion of the police and police powers, of
the army, of the organs of surveillance, etc ‘I,'he
gssault on the rights of the working class and p.eople
1pcludes the attack on democratic and trade union
rlghts2 racism, the attacks on national and other
minorities, the attacks on youth and women. An all-
round fascisation of life is taking place in each
country, with the more and more open adoption of
chauv1nlst{ anti-democratic slogans, the promotion
of corruption and degeneration, the regrouping and
setting into motion of the forces of open fascism.

~ Inmany countries throughout the world fascism is
in power and the working class and people are
heroically fighting the barbarous torture and
1nhgman exploitation to which they are being
sulyected by the fascist and martial law regimes
yvhlch.ar.e installed by the reactionary oligarchies’
imperialism and finance capital to secure thei;
superprofits and stave off the revolution.

In. other countries, the threat of fascism is ever
growing, as the racist murders in Britain, the
atrocities of Paris, Bologna and Munich, and ;o on
show.. Increasingly, fascist elements are becoming,
prominent in the ruling parties, and all the most
reactionary sections of finance capital and reaction
are involved in this effort as witness for example the
exposure of the implication of the Vatican in the
fascist 'organisations in Italy. The organisation and
promotion of terrorism (right and "left") is being
carried out with the aim of creating situations for
fascism to seize power, and to create the pretexts
for e§calating the fascisation of the state and
committing unbridled assaults on the communists
and progressive forces generally, as was done with
the Reichstag fire 50 years ago.

‘ The danger of fascism is part and parcel of the
crisis. It is the policy of the most reactionary
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sections of the monopoly bourgeoisie. It is directed
at the maximum exploitation of the workers and the
enslavement of the people. It is connected also with
the danger of imperialist war. To launch imperialist
war the imperialists must first secure their rear; for
this purpose they propagate the most rabid
chauvinism to line up the people behind them and
prepare for fascism.

Where fascism is in power, as in Chile, Argentina,
South Africa, the Philippines, Turkey and many other
countries, the people are fighting tenaciously for the
overthrow of the fascist regimes. In the countries
where the bourgeoisie is unleashing the fascist gangs,
the people come out onto the streets to oppose these
gangs, fighting the police forces who protect them;
the people are fighting a resolute struggle to prevent
the fascists raising their heads. In Britain too this
struggle, waged under the leadership of the Party,
has been carried out by the people with vigour, and
important gains have been achieved in the struggle to
prevent the nazis organising. The bourgeoisie does
not promote the fascist gangs and protect them out
of idle whim, but with the very serious aim of
furthering the fascisation of all aspects of life. The
defeat and disbanding of the fascist gangs, by the
masses of the people, is an essential part of the
struggle to prevent the danger of fascism as well as
to block the plans of the imperialists to launch war.
In fighting the fascists the people also fight against
the bourgeois state, which, by its protection of these
forces and its own reactionary and racist policies, is
exposed as the instrument of the dictatorship over
the people. The people must fight against the
fascisation of the state and the fascisation of all
aspects of life; they must fight every encroachment
on and negation of their democratic rights and wage
mass struggles to continually expand these rights and
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to utili§e them to the full in order to advance the
revolutionary struggles of the working class and
oppressed masses.

The Anti-Imperialist National Liberation Struggle
of the Peoples, a Component Part of the World
Proletarian Revolution

The peoples are rising up against the exploitation
and oppression by foreign imperialism, against the
aggression and dictate of the imperialists and socjal
imperialists, and the rule of the local oligarchies and
the reactionary classes who savagely exploit and
suppress the labouring masses and are the vehicle and
social base of the foreign imperialist domination.
New Yictories have been achieved in the
revolutionary struggle of the peoples. Recent years
ha'lve seen the victories of the Iranian people, the
Nicaraguan people, the Zimbabwean people, and
others, in their revolutionary anti-imperialist
struggles. Recent years have seen too the further
progress of the struggles of the people of Namibia
and Azania, of the Afghan people, of the people of El
Salvador, Guatemala, etc., of the Irish people against
the British colonial rule, and of the Argentinian
people against British imperialism's occupation of
the Malvinas. They have seen the continuation of the
struggle of the heroic Palestinian people against US
Imperialism and Israeli Zionism.

These struggles have created grave difficulties
fgr the imperialists and social imperialists,
difficulties to which they have responded with
savage efforts to put down the struggles and
overthrow the revolutions, or, when the people's
Struggle is directed against their rivals, to
profit from the struggles and victories of the
Peoples to advance their interests at the
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expense of these rivals and of the peoples.

In the Middle East the Iranian people's anti-
imperialist revolution of February 1979 victoriously
overthrew the barbaric fascist regime of the Shah,
depriving the US imperialists both of this important
strategic position and source of oil and of their
gendarme in the Gulf region. The US imperialists
were unable to overthrow the anti-imperialist
revolution of the Iranian people. Hence they have
intensified their efforts to undermine the revolution
by inciting divisions and conflict with the aim of
splitting the Iranian people and preparing to launcha
full-scale military interventionata suitable moment
by means of their Rapid Deployment Force. The
Soviet Union too, taking advantage of the "vacuum"
left by the American debacle, has stepped up its
efforts to penetrate and subvert Iran, proving once
again the fake and cynical character of its
protestations of "friendship with and support for the
national liberation struggles". The two superpowers
between them fomented the war between Iraq and
Iran with the aim of weakening Iran and undermining
the unity between the fraternal Iranian and Arab
peoples. These plans of the superpowers, imperialism
and reaction have not been successful and the Iranian
people continue their heroic struggle to consolidate
the gains of the revolution. The British imperialists,
who lost a great deal in Iran, especially oil, are part
of the US-imperialist-led plots to reverse the
situation in Iran. In this, in common with the other
EEC powers, they pursue, as elsewhere in the Middle
East, a policy aimed at realising their own expansion-
ist ambitions and securing their own interests in
collusion with and in rivalry with other imperialist
and social-imperialist powers. The whole of western
imperialism has launched an unprecedented
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campaign of vilification against the Iranian people to
de51gr.1a-te their anti-imperialist struggle as "religio
far?atlasm" and to incite civil war in that cou§1’crus
This false, denigrating propaganda, which concea{;
the aim to re-enslave the Iranian people, wants to
deny that the latter rose and overthrew the’ Shah, not
becguse of religion, but because of their irrepres;ible
de§1re for freedom and national and social emancip-
ation. The Iranian people and no one else will decic[i)e
what system they will live under, and it is certain
that they.share with all oppressed peoples the desire
to consolidate the anti-imperialist national revoly-
tion and carry their struggle forward to complete
national and social emancipation. Our Party has
fulﬁlled and will fulfil in the future its international-
ist duty to support the heroic struggle of the Iranian
people against the common enemies, imperialism and
social imperialism headed by the two superpowers
and for national and social emancipation. ’
In _the colonial, neo-colonial and dependent
countries the peoples are waging the democratic
anti-imperialist national liberation struggle. This:
struggle is a component part of the world proletarian
revolutlon.. Different countries have different levels
of economic, social and political development; they
face sp.ec1f1c tasks which must be carried out in order
to t:eahsg social progress. The task of putting an end
to u.npelrlalist and social-imperialist oppression and
don]matlon, of ending the rule of reactionary
regimes and revolutionising the relations of
production draws different social forces into
struggle. The proletariat as the most revolutionary
c1a§s Is not indifferent to the realisation of the
natlongl and democratic tasks, since these are
essential to pave the way for the more far-reaching
transformations of the proletarian revolution. The
proletariat in all the capitalist countries must
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support the anti-imperialist national liberation
struggle of the peoples as a vital component of the
world proletarian revolution.

Following the failure of its attempts to reverse
the Iranian revolution, US imperialism, as part of its
unchanging policy to dominate the Middle East and
subjugate the Arab peoples, plotted the diabolical
operation for the invasion and occupation of
Lebanon. For this purpose it employed its
instrument, Israeli Zionism, whose objective is the
liquidation of the Palestinian nation and the
establishment of the "greater Israel" through the
successive swallowing up of ever more extensive
Arab territories. The US imperialists and Israeli
Zionism are the ones responsible for the savage
crimes against the martyred Palestinian and
Lebanese people, while the Soviet social imperialists
and the Arab reactionaries served their own aims in
standing with arms folded and tacitly sanctioning the
invasion and occupation of Lebanon and the massacre
of Palestinians in Sabra and Chatila. The enemies
were not able to liquidate the resistance of the
Palestinian people, who continue their heroic
struggle in difficult conditions. All the imperialist
powers remained silent apart from some hypocritical
words of "condemnation”" which cost them nothing
and did not even distinguish them from Reagan and
Begin themselves.

The crimes committed in Lebanon have opened
the eyes of the peoples still further (including the
Israeli people who launched powerful demon-
strations and protests against the crimes committed
allegedly in their name) as to the criminal features of
Israeli Zionism, US imperialism and all the
imperialist and social-imperialist powers as well as
Arab reaction. British imperialism is a major
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accomplice in these crimes and in particul
and participates (alongside Frlt)ench a?\:isuﬁcg?ir:r?
1mper1a}15m) in the Americans' "peace-keepin
force" in Lebanon, which is a weapon of intervenl;ioﬁ
to crush the Palestinian people's resistance and to
serve as a bridgehead for further aggressions against
the peoples of the Middle East. While US imperialism
pursues the policy described, Soviet social
imperialism pursues the policy of penetrating various
Arab countries and national liberation movements
under the hoax of "friendship and support for the
Arab .and Palestinian peoples", in order to
consohda'te positions of strength in the Middle East
(fercom wfuch to erand its military, political and
Arc:;o[;r;locplré:.alry with the US at the expense of the
Our ' Party resolutely supports the heroic
Ralestlplan people in their struggle for their national
rights in their homeland. It resolutely supports the
ls;c:cjjgsgle of t'h(cei /l\)rab peoples for the return of their
occupie Israeli Zioni
that Israel returnyto its lairz.lonlsm and the demand

The Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan in the
wake of the US defeat in Iran. It began thereby its
push southward to the Indian Ocean where it seeks
warm water ports, aiming to capture strategic
positions in the region at the expense of the
Americans. However the Afghan people have
submerged the Russians in another Vietnam, in the
face gf an equally barbarous war waged by the
occupLe_rs. In the south-Asian subcontinent, a
revolutLQnary crisis exists and the region forms a
nodal point of the expansionist interests and rivalry
of the two superpowers and the other imperialist and
social-imperialist powers.

In South-East Asia too the contention of the
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superpowers is creating grave situations for the
peoples. The Americans are continuing their efforts
to maintain their sphere of influence despite their
defeats. The Soviet Union and China are in rivalry
with the US and each other to expand at the expense
of the peoples of these countries. The source of the
conflicts and the difficulties facing the peoples lies
with the superpowers and imperialism and social
imperialism. The peoples can achieve their freedom,
national and social emancipation only through ending
the domination and interference of imperialism and
social imperialism, and on the basis of respect for
national sovereignty and territorial integrity. Our
Party opposes without exception all the aggression,
interference, incursions and military interventions
which are taking place in the region on whatever
pretext.

In Latin America the flames of revolution are
rising higher and higher, especially in Central
America, and the US is expanding its efforts to crush
the revolution through its arming of the reactionary
regimes and its ever more open intervention. The
people of Nicaragua are fighting to defend their
revolution; the peoples of El Salvador, Guatemala
and other countries are developing their anti-
imperialist, liberation struggles against US imperial-
ism and the reactionary, US-backed regimes. All the
western imperialist powers actively support the
American aggression in this region, while the Soviet
superpower strives where possible to increase its
influence and domination of the countries breaking
free from the hold of the US and the reactionary
oligarchies. The British imperialists finance the
fascist regimes in El Salvador and elsewhere and
their troops are stationed in Belize.

In southern Africa the Azanian and Namibian
peoples are striving to throw off the fascist

THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION 255

apartheid system of enslavement and colonial
subjggation. The imperialist powers and the Pretoria
fascists are doing their utmost to crush these
struggles in order to maintain the colossal profits
reapeq by the South African monopolists and the
American, British and other multinationals from the
labour and resources of the people. The American
and Br'itish imperialists are doing everything possible
to mamtain in being the reactionary South African
regime, providing it with arms and using every
means, including sport, to attempt to prettify the
inhuman racist system of apartheid in the eyes of
world public opinion. The South African fascists, in
leagge with the imperialist powers are striving to the
maximum to destablilise the situation in Zimbabwe

Mozambique and elsewhere. ’

.In the situation where the positions of the US
British and other imperialists are being shaken more,
and' more, the Soviet social imperialists and other
revisionist powers are stepping up their efforts to
bring the countries which have thrown out the old
colonialists into their own grip and to subvert and
bend to their aims the national liberation struggles of
the peoples.

The Soviet social imperialists are experiencing
more and more difficulties and suffering setbacks in
their attempts to subjugate the countries of Eastern
Europe to their economic and military aims. The
events in Poland manifested the revolt against the
Sovyefc social-imperialist domination and against the
revisionist bourgeoisie which has restored capitalism
apd sold the country to the Soviet Union and to the
big western imperialist banks. The revisionist
generals imposed a savage martial law regime to
suppress the workers. For their part, Polish reaction,
thq Catholic Church and western imperialism have
striven to manipulate the Polish workers' revolt and
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maintain it under the wing of their organisation,
"Solidarity", in the attempt to convert it into a
weapon to penetrate the Soviet bloc and wrest
Poland out of the Soviet orbit and into their own. The
struggle of the Polish working class and people
continues to burn and is bound to break out anew. The
same contradictions are brewing in other countries
of the Soviet "fold".

The Polish events prove the inevitability of the
revolt of the working class against the revisionist
rule. They confirm also the importance of the
subjective factor in the preparation for revolution.
They confirm that, just as is the case for the workers
in the western capitalist countries, it is only on the
path of revolution led by their Marxist-Leninist
party, in opposition to all imperialism, social
imperialism and reaction that the people of Poland
can win victoryj; it is only on the path of proletarian
revolution led by genuine Marxist-Leninist parties
that the people of the former people's democracies
can secure their national and social emancipation.
Our Party firmly supports the struggle of the Polish
working class and people against the reactionary
revisionist rule and the domination of Soviet social
imperialism, and resolutely opposes the attempts of
the western imperialists, Polish reaction and the
Catholic Church, "Solidarity", etc., to convert this
struggle into a weapon for carrying out their own
enslaving aims at the expense of the Polish people.

In the Balkans the rivalry and plots of the two
superpowers are being further stepped up for
command of this strategic region on the south-
eastern flank of Europe. All the capitalist and
revisionist countries in this area are in grave crisis
and the imperialist and social-imperialist powers
with the superpowers at the head are using these
difficulties to increase their domination and
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strengthen their influence in rivalry with each other,
This rivalry and the reactionary policy of the Titoite
revisionists and great-Serb chauvinists are behind
the stepping up of provocations against and threats
to socialist Albania, as well as the barbarous
suppression of the Albanian population of Kosova. By
their pressure and provocations the imperialists and
social imperialists and the Titoites threaten socialist
Albania and seek in vain to make it deviate from the
socialist path and from its firm and resolute path in
defence of good relations between the countries of
the Balkans and in opposition to both superpowers
and all imperialism and social imperialism.

Our Party firmly supports the struggle of the
people of Kosova, who are fighting for their just
demand for the status of a republic within the
Yugoslav federation. The Party opposes the barbaric
persecution of the Albanian population by the
Yugoslav revisionists, and condemns the prov-
ocations of the latter against socialist Albania.
Socialist Albania has always exercised its just right
to expose the reactionary features of Yugoslav
revisonism, its attempts to annex Albania, and its
persecution of the Albanian population in Kosova. It
has never raised any territorial claims against
Yugoslavia and has never interfered in the affairs of
Yugoslavia; on the contrary, the Albanian people
have in the past stood and will in the future stand
with the Yugoslav people as they did when, in the
anti-fascist liberation war, they fought and shed
their blood to assist the Yugoslav people in freeing
themselves from fascist enslavement.

The struggle of the neo-colonial countries, waged
to this or that extent, against the unequal trade, the
plunder of their natural and other resources, etc., is
causing serious difficulties for the imperialists and
social imperialists. The imperialists are responding
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to the just demand for new international economic
relations by floating the "North-South dialogue"
demagogy, a device to thwart the just demands of
these countries through reducing them to mere talk,
as well as to pave the way for a further expansion of
the neo-colonial stranglehold through enslaving neo-
colonial "aid". Our Party is firmly opposed to all
such neo-colonial schemes, holding that it is only
the struggles of the peoples for the end of
imperialist and social-imperialist domination,
presence and interference which can solve the
problem of imperialist plunder. In addition to this
imperialist "dialogue", the so-called "non-aligned"
movement continues to serve as an instrument of
imperialism and social imperialism for the diversion
of the struggle against imperialist and social-
imperialist domination, through describing as "non-
alignment" the relations of dependence of various
countries on one or the other of the blocs headed by
the superpowers (or both). The Chinese revisionists'
"three worlds" theory has similar aims to those of the
theory of the "non-aligned movement".

The national question exists also in the western
European capitalist countries and other advanced
capitalist countries, in the form of the problem of US
imperialistdomination. This domination is economic,
political, military, social and cultural. The
bourgeoisie in those countries always follows its
class interests and sacrifices the national interests.
This problem is acute and the struggle of the people
on this front is increasing.

British Imperialism's Colonial War in the Malvinas
Last year saw the launching by British

imperialism of the barbaric colonial war in the South
Atlantic. This was one of the most brazen exhibitions

THE INTERNATIONAL SITUATION 259

of. 'Fhe reactionary, warmongering character of
British imperialism since the second world war. As
soon as Argentina successfully established its
sovereignty on the Malvinas, after 150 years of
British occupation, the British government dispatch-
ed its "task force" to retake the islands by armed
fo:_'ce. This was a colonial war for the maintenance of
British imperialism's colonial possessions, as well as
to underline British imperialism's determination to
crush by armed force the liberation struggles of the
pgoples. It was the classical British "gunboat
dlplomacy", on an expanded scale. In the course of
this war the British government and war chiefs
slaughtered many hundreds of Argentinan soldiers
and several hundreds of British servicemen were
killed too.

_The Malvinas belong to Argentina and not to
Britain. This is clear from geography and is proved by
history too. The British colonialists seized the
Malvinas from Argentina by force at the time when
the latter gained its independence from Spain; they
have retained it ever since against the repeated
den:ranc}s by Argentina for its return. Argentina's
claim is supported by United Nations resolutions,
while British government papers have long admitted
that the British "claim" is untenable in international
law and that the Argentinian claim would eventually
have to be recognised. Hence successive British
governments proceeded on the basis of maintaining
the occupation and dragging out the negotiations as
long as possible. Prior to Argentina's successful
taklng of the islands, the British government was
negotiating terms for the eventual reversion of the
Malvinas to Argentina.

The British government fraudulently attempted
to justify its aggression against Argentina on the
basis of the "right of the Falkland Islanders to self-
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determination", their "right to remain British". But
the right of self-determination does not mean the
right of imperialism to annex, it means the right to
oppose and end annexations. The right of self-
determination is the right of a nation not to have
portions or the whole of its territory annexed by
foreign imperialist powers, the right to establish full
sovereignty over its entire territory. The issue of
self-determination at stake is whether the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of Argentina is
to continue to be violated as it has been for 150
years, or whether it is to be restored. The Falkland
Islanders do not constitute a nation, but a colony of
1,800 British and other settlers and working people
planted on Argentinian territory. The working people
of the Malvinas are treated by the British
government as a pawn to be manipulated in the
interests of British imperialism's colonial policy and
in the interests of the British monopolies such as
British Coalite who exploit them. As to whether the
Falkland Islanders should "remain British", no one
could take away their British nationality even if they
wanted to; the issue is not their nationality, but the
sovereignty of the islands they inhabit. If it is a
question of British citizenship, then the British
government's own '"British Nationality" Act
explicitly took away the British citizenship of the
Falkland Islanders a matter of two years ago (a
provision only reversed after the Malvinas war to
bolster British imperialism's territorial claims).
Presented as a general principle the British
government's argument implies that any country may
seize part of another country on the ground that
some of its nationals live there. Considerably more
than 1,800 Germans lived in the Sudetenland of
Czechoslovakia but that did not justify Germany's
claim that this territory should become part of
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Germany. Still less can the Malvinas in the South
Atlan'gic be part of Britain 8,000 miles away.

.’l.'hls fraud was matched in brazenness by the
British . government's attempt to justify its
aggression against Argentina on the basis of the fact
(Wthh,.lt would appear, it had only just noticed) that
Argentma. was ruled by a fascist junta. On this
account, it was suggested, this was a war for
democracy against fascism and the British people
shquld support it on this basis. This is as absurd in
logic as it is reactionary in aim. The right of
countries to sovereignty is not a right which passes
in and out of existence according to the character of
the government, according to the character of the
social system in force. The right of sovereignty does
not cease to exist because the people are struggling
for other rights. Lack of social rights of a given
people cannot serve as a pretext for denying them
thelr_natlonal rights too. The Argentinian people are
fighting for social and national rights. The
Argeqtnrpan people will decide what social system
preva11§ in Argentina; it is not the business of Britain
to deC}dg. No one can fail to notice that the
Argentinian people, who have been waging vigorous
struggles for their rights both before and since the
Malv1n§1§ war, fully supported the struggle against
the British aggression, while their sons heroically
fought and shed their blood for the integrity of their
homeland. It is no doubt ironic that the Thatcher
§overnment should seek to cast itself in the role of
eg(po.rter .of progress", but, raised to a general
principle, its argument implies that any country can
wage a war against another if it disagrees with the
government there. The Soviet social imperialists
disagreed with the government of Czechoslovakia, so
they invaded that country, an act which was rightly
condemned by the world as brazen aggression. The
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name of the US and its CIA have become synonymous
with such activity all over the world ever since the
second world war. It is the same principle the British
government is advocating here. For that matter not a
few people throughout the world disagree with Mrs
Thatcher's domestic policies, but this does not give
anyone the right to wage a war to seize part of
Britain. The principle advocated by the government
implies that imperialism has the right to wage war
against or intervene in any country in pursuit of its
aims. This is the principle the British and other
imperialists actually follow. Under the reactionary
doctrine of "defence of the free and democratic
world", promulgated by Churchill and Truman, the
British and US imperialists have given themselves
the right to intervene anywhere on the globe, to
trample the sovereignty of any country underfoot.
The Brezhnev doctrine of "limited sovereignty",
which was used to justify the invasion of
Czechoslovakia, has exactly the same meaning.

The opportunists of various shades in Britain
presented the issue as one of two reactionary powers
waging a war to divert the respective peoples from
the problems at home. By this doctrine of "equal
guilt" they sought to say that the war was unjust on
both sides, with the effect of diverting and blunting
the sharpness of the opposition to British
imperialism's aggression. The attitude taken to
imperialism is the decisive question. There are in the
world a handful of powerful imperialist states, who,
through the power of their finance capital supported
by armed force, dominate the colonial, neo-colonial
and dependent countries, which are at various stages
of economic development, in some cases with
relatively developed industry, as is the case with
Argentina. Wars waged by the imperialist powers
against colonial, neo-colonial and dependent
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countr'ies are unjust wars; they are pursued for
enslaving, annexationist and exploiting aims. Wars
waged by colonial, neo-colonial and dependent
countries against annexations, for sovereignty and
territorial integrity, or for national liberation and
independence, are just wars. On the side of Britain
the war was an unjust war pursued against its former
dependency to deny its territorial integrity and
sovereignty. On the side of Argentina the war was a
Just war; it was a war directed against and weakening
imperialism.

It was argued too that though Argentina's claim
may have been just it should not have taken to arms
but should have negotiated; to add credence to this it
was added, for the sake of "balance", that Britain too
should have negotiated. However, in a war it is not
thg relevant issue who took to arms first, or who is
wllling to negotiate; the issue is which side, if either,
Is pursuing just aims. The aims of Argentina were
Just; those of Britain unjust. In any case the argument
goes against Britain, which resorted to arms 150
years ago, which refused to negotiate in the middle
of the war and instead made sure the war would
continue by sinking the General Belgrano, and which
refuses to negotiate up to the present under the
pretext that "Argentina has refused to declare
hostil'ities at an end". As to the question of Britain
negotiating, the only thing it should negotiate is the
immediate transfer of the Malvinas to Argentina and
the immediate withdrawal of all British troops.

The reactionary war adventure embarked on by
British imperialism was supported to this or that
extent by all the imperialist and social-imperialist
powers, and first of all by US imperialism, by whose
permission and with whose connivance the British
Imperialists were enabled to prosecute the war to a
conclusion. The EEC powers too supported the
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British imperialists despite their contradictions with
Britain in Latin America. The Soviet social
imperialists tried to exploit the situation for their
own aims. This unity proved again that whatever
their conflict of interests the imperialists and social
imperialists are all united in the aim of suppressing
the national aspirations of the oppressed nations and
peoples. The British and US imperialists have now
established the Malvinas as a British and NATO base
in the strategic South Atlantic region, against the
peoples of Latin America and to command the sea
lanes. However, the Malvinas war has had the effect
of further isolating the US and British imperialists in
Latin America.

The war in the Malvinas dispelled illusions that
British imperialism had "reformed" and become
"democratic"; it brought out once again that British
imperialism is a ferocious aggressive imperialist
power bent on maintaining and expanding its sphere
of influence by all means including the recourse to
naked military aggression. The open support of the
"peacemonger" Foot and his party brought out once
more that the Labour Party is an imperialist party, a
social-chauvinist party, in full agreement with the
expansionist aims and ambitions expressed by
Thatcher. The chauvinist and jingoistic climate
created by the British imperialists, the passing over
of the cabinet in favour of a war cabinet together
with the general staff, the censorship, the call for
further acceleration of the war preparations, etc.,
underlined how the drive to war is inseparably
accompanied by the fascisation of the state and of
life at home.

The Malvinas war was launched by the British
imperialists to secure their interests, while it was
the Argentinian people and the British people who
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paid for it in blood and are paying for it in hard cash
today.

It is the duty of the proletariat to fight against all
annexations including those carried out by its "own"
bourgeoisie. Our Party vigorously opposed the
aggressive colonial war in the Malvinas, and will
always fight against the reactionary colonial and
neo-colonial features of British imperialism.

British Imperialism's Colonial Occupation
of the North of Ireland

The period since the founding of the Party has
seen the further intensification of the national
liberation struggle of the Irish people and the further
deepening of the crisis of British imperialism's
colonial rule in the north of Ireland.

The Irish people have been waging struggle for as
lor]g as 800 years for freedom from subjugation by
Britain. History tells of the bloody crimes of the
English rulers against the Irish people and of the
heroic struggles launched from the time of William Il
by the Irish people against the attempts by the
!English colonisers to eliminate the Irish people as an
independent people and settle the lands of Ireland on
the English aristocracy, and colonise the land with
English and Scottish settlers in the "divide and rule"
policy which persists to this day. It tells of the
atrocities committed by the British bourgeoisie when
at the time of Cromwell Britain first established its
rule over the whole of Ireland; it tells of the
deliberate smashing of Irish industry by the British
bourgeoisie; it tells of the barbaric suppression of the
1798 rebellion and of the incorporation of Ireland
Into the "United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland" in 1800. It tells of the depopulation of
Ireland by one-third brought about by the British



266 REPORT TO THE FIRST CONGRESS OF RCPB(ML)

bourgeoisie at the time of the great famine, through
starvation and forced emigration. It tells of the way
in which British imperialism partitioned Ireland when
the British army was on the brink of defeat in 1921,
of how it established the savage colonial Stormont
regime in 1921 which ruled under a permanent state
of emergency until 1973. History tells too of the
glorious struggle waged by the Irish people for
freedom throughout this entire period, of the
glorious 1798 uprising, of the Fenian movement in
the 19th century, of the 1916 Dublin Easter Uprising,
of the 1918-21 national liberation war, of the
sacrifices made by the Irish patriots and the Irish
people, of the indomitable spirit with which the Irish
people have waged the struggle for freedom and
nationhood against unequal odds, of the immor tal
deeds of valour and of the victories achieved in this
struggle.

No proposition can be better validated by history
than the fact that the Irish people are one people, the
Irish nation one nation, that the ills of Ireland stem
from the enslaving policy of the British ruling
classes, from the misfortune of being the first victim
of the British bourgeoisie's colonial policy. History
and contemporary facts prove that the Irish people's
struggle for freedom, independence and national
unification can never be suppressed but will go on
until the Irish people win complete national
emancipation.

In 1969 the then British Labour government sent
British troops to maintain the colonial rule in the
north of Ireland and to prop up the Stormont regime
which was tottering before the powerful uprising of
the Irish people for civil rights. According to Harold
Wilson and James Callaghan, the troops were going
to "keep the peace" between the "warring factions".
In reality they went to maintain the "peaceful
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enjoyrr)ent" of the plunder of the land and labour of
the Irish people by British imperialism through
ruthlessly suppressing the struggle of the people for
an'end to partition and British colonial rule. Towards
this ‘ end British imperialism interned the Irish
patriots in the Long Kesh concentration camp, and
shot down in cold blood the demonstrators who c,:ame
out on the streets in protest in Derry on Bloody
Sun_day, January 30, 1972. When the internment
policy became completely discredited the British
government introduced the "special courts" with no
jury and ip which the "evidence" was provided by the
systematic practice of torture at Castlereagh and
Gough"interrogation" centres; now, when this policy
has beep exposed to the world, the equally arbitrary
and police-state method of "supergrasses" is being
used.

This alone exposes the "democratic", "peace-
keeping" pretences of the British governments
Labour and Conservative. Add to this the fact tha';
whole areas of the cities of northern Ireland are
turngd into armed enclaves patrolled by British
soldiers with submachine guns, that the homes of the
people are broken up by armed soldiers, that the
women and children are shot to death with plastic
bullets, that the army, RUC and SAS undercover
squads carry out secret and open assassinations of
the patriots under the "shoot on sight" policy, etc.,
and the exposure is complete. What we have to do
with is the ruthless enforcement of the colonial
occupation of part of an independent country by the
savage application of armed force, by systematic
terror. The British imperialist terrorists accuse the
irlsh patriots of being "terrorists" and say their
presence" is necessary to "re-establish the rule of
law", The reality of the present situation as well as
the entire history shows that the armed struggle
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waged by the Irish patriots is not only just but a
necessity to combat and defeat the armed
occupation of their country by foreign invaders, as is
the case with any occupied country. As to the "rule of
law", it means the savage colonial rule under the
draconian laws in force in the north of Ireland;
moreover the occupiers do not even abide by their
own draconian laws but carry out the shoot on sight
policy, and up to the present not a single serving
soldier has been sentenced and punished for the
murder of Irish civilians throughout the 14 years of
the direct occupation.

Following the collapse of the Stormont regime
and the introduction of direct rule from Westminster
in 1972 the British imperialists have made several
attempts to effect a "political solution” to give a
semblance of democratic validity to the occupation,
such as the "power-sharing executive", which
suffered demise in 1974, up to the latest exercise,
the ill-fated "assembly". The aim of this is not any
sort of democracy for the Irish people: what is
involved is the attempt to put together a viable
coalition of traitors to the Irish nation to form a
puppet administration which will enjoy spoils of
office in return for undersigning the foreign
occupation as "the will of the majority".

The British imperialists say that they are
remaining in Ireland because the "will of the
majority" in the north demands it. This argument
carries no force at all since the partition itself is a
flouting of the will of the Irish people as a whole; the
whole basis of the partition was to achieve a majority
for the Unionist politicians and create a pretext for
continuing colonjal rule; the last time the Irish
people as a whole were consulted on this question, in
1918, Sinn Fein won 80 per cent of the vote for the
independence of Ireland. The British logic here is no
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more convincing than Hitler's logic i
Sudetenland, by which means one cang just;rf]y ;:;
ar}nexation. The real attitude to democracy for the
Irish people was shown when the Thatcher
%?veriumencti g‘v[ith Foot's support) starved to death
e electe for Fermanagh and S
Bobby Sands. & outh Tyrene,
The direct military occupation of the north of
Ireland has not solved the crisis of the British
colonial rule but on the contrary deepened it. The
armed struggle of the Irish patriots has long since
advanced to the stage where the British troops
cannot move in South Armagh except by helicopter
and where the general staff admits that "a military
solution is not in sight in the short term". The
powerful struggle of the prisoners in H-blocks,
culminating in the heroic hunger strike in which 10
brave sons of the Irish people gave their lives for Irish
freedom, defeated the "criminalisation" policy of the
successive British governments, and still further
1solgted the British imperialists in Ireland, in Britain
and in progressive opinion throughout the world. The
mobilisation of the Irish people behind the just
demgr.\d for an end to the colonial rule and the end of
partition is increasing all the time.
~ With the growing struggle of the people and the
InCreasing isolation of the British imperialists, the
latter have been preparing for a neo-colonial
"solution" with the collusion of the Irish monopoly
bourgeoisie. They have mooted proposals for a
"north-south condominium®, for a "Dublin-Belfast-
Lon_don axis"; equally there have been proposals from
various sides about the Irish Republic's joining an
"EEC defence force", with the aim of bringing it de
facto into NATO against the will of the Irish people.
The aim of these proposals is to prepare for the time
when the direct colonial rule becomes untenable, so
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that the neo-colonial plunder of the Irish people at
the hands of foreign imperialism can continue and so
that the British and NATO military presence in
Ireland, which is an important factor in NATO's
strategy in the north-east Atlantic, can continue.
The American imperialists and the EEC powers are
taking a hand in this too. Our Party vigorously
opposes these plans, which are aimed at keeping the
Irish people subjugated to British and other
imperialism.

The British imperialists claim that they must stay
in Ireland to solve the problems of "terrorism", of
"religion", the "two communities", etc. But the
problem inIreland is not "inability of the Irish people
to agree". The problem is that the country is
partitioned and colonised. The problem is not
"religion" but that the Irish people do not have their
freedom; they are not permitted to solve the
problems brought about by centuries of foreign
domination because that domination is continuing.
Ireland belongs to the Irish people and Britain has no
business there at all. The Irish people have the right
to determine their own affairs free from all outside
interference; this is an inalienable right of every
people. While the British rule continues the sons of
the British working class will continue to serve as
cannon fodder in the reactionary cause of slaying and
maiming the Irish people who are the close ally of the
British working class in its own struggle for
emancipation against the common enemy, the British
bourgeoisie. The British colonial rule must be ended
forthwith, the troops withdrawn immediately. This is
the wish of the majority of British people and is the
only course of justice, Our Party is firmly opposed to
the delaying tactics of the revisionists and the
Labour Party, who speak of "withdrawal of troops to
barracks pending a withdrawal", of "setting a date
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for Irish reunification", of sending a "UN peace-
keeping force" (like the US-British-French-Italian
"peacekeeping" force in Lebanon). These only aid the
British imperialists in their efforts to concoct some
neo-colonial solution and to frustrate the demand of
the Irish people for freedom and independence.

The discrimination against and persecution of the
Irish people resident in Britain must be ended and the
"Prevention of Terrorism" Act must be repealed.

Our Party has always fought resolutely against
the British colonial rule and for Irish freedom, as well
as against the savage persecution of the Irish patriots
and people in Britain. We will always stand shoulder
to shoulder with the brave people of Ireland.

Albania, the Only Genuinely Socialist
Country in the World

The People's Socialist Republic of Albania is the
only genuinely socialist country in the world. The
Albanian people, led by the Party of Labour of
Albania with Comrade Enver Hoxha at the head,
defeated the fascist occupiers and liberated the
country in the glorious anti-fascist national
liberation war. They established the people's state
power, carried forward the revolution, established
the dictatorship of the proletariat, have built
socialism and are carrying forward socialist
construction at a rapid rate. Albania has fought
heroically against all internal and external enemies,
heroically combatted the imperialist-revisionist
encirclement and provided a brilliant example and
model of the new society, the most advanced social
system in the world.

The Albanian economy is advancing with big
strides at a time when all the countries in which
capitalism prevails, including the pseudo-socialist
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countries, in which socialism and people's democracy
have been overthrown and capitalist relations of
production restored, are caught in the deepest crisis
since the 1930s.

The existence and example of socialist Albania
are of inestimable importance to the struggle of the
proletariat and peoples. Albania proves the
possibility and inevitability of building socialism,
contrary to the combined anti-communist, anti-
socialist propaganda of the revisionists and the
bourgeoisie, that genuine socialism is impossible or
reactionary, that the working class cannot do
without the bourgeoisie to run society. In Albania
the socialist revolution has eliminated the
bourgeoisie as a class and brought an end to the
exploitation of man by man. There is a working class
and other working people in Albania, but no
bourgeoisie. The people participate fully in
governing the country, running the economy and
carrying out all the functions of society, building for
themselves a full, secure and happy life without the
bourgeoisie. The bourgeoisie is a superfluous class;
the progress of society demands that it be eliminated
as a class.

In Albania there is no crisis, none of the ills of the
capitalist-revisionist world. The working people
enjoy real freedom and rights. The youth have bright
prospects; the women have achieved emancipation;
in Albania there is proletarian democracy. Under the
dictatorship of the proletariat there is democracy
for the working people, while there are no rights for
the former exploiters and for the foreign imperialists
and social imperialists who want to subjugate
Albania.

Albania demonstrates to the world's people the
correct path of self-reliance to achieve and maintain
independence and national sovereignty. Though
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Albania was the most backward country in Europe
and has more limited natural resources and a smaller
population than many other countries, the economy
flourishes and the material and cultural needs of the
people are met because there is no capitalist
exp}oxtation, no foreign capital, and self-reliance isa
basic principle of the economy. This self-reliance is
not a temporary tactic but a principle which
guarantees the sovereignty of the country and the
all-round development of the economy, eliminating
the possibility of enslavement by the economic,
financial, political and other chains of imperialist
domination. The resolute stand in opposition to the
superpowers and all imperialists and social
imperialists, the exposure and condemnation of their
warmongering, enslaving activities and their
demagogy, the path of exposing and fighting the
warmongers, shows the people the correct road for
the defence of sovereignty and of peace and the
prevention of new global conflicts.

Albania today is the defender of the traditions
and experience of the Paris Commune and the Great
October Socialist Revolution. It is our proletarian
internationalist duty, as well as our honour, to defend
the People's Socialist Republic of Albania as the
socialist homeland of the international proletariat.
Albania is building socialism not for Albania alone,
but for the international proletariat and to serve the
cause of the revolution and socialism on a world
scale.

In the People's Socialist Republic of Albania
genuine socialism exists and is steadily being
strengthened to make it into an impregnable fortress
of the peoples. The contradiction between the
socialist and capitalist systems on the world scale
has by no means been eliminated. On the contrary,
this contradiction is all the time becoming sharper as
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the issue of the revolution is more and more firmly on
the order of the day.

For this reason the imperialists and revisionists
are strengthening not only their conspiracy of silence
as to the reality of socialist Albania, their campaign
of denigration and slander, but also their concrete
attacks and attempts to subvert and even invade
Albania. Our Party and all progressive people
denounce this criminal activity as they denounce also
the hostile refusal of successive British governments
to return the Albanian gold seized at the end of the
second world war. The Albanian gold must be
returned with all outstanding interest; this is the
demand of all progressive people. This hostile stand
of the British bourgeoisie to Albania is the
continuation of the reactionary, enslaving policy
which British imperialism has always taken towards
the Albanian people, their rights and independence.
At the time of the anti-fascist national liberation
war, the British imperialists vainly tried to bring
under their wing the heroic struggle of the Albanian
people against the German and Italian fascist
occupiers, to replace the enslavement by the latter
with the imperialist domination by Britain and the
US, and to stamp out the national liberation war.
British imperialism has never ceased carrying out all
kinds of attacks, subversion and counter-
revolutionary activity against Albania, against its
independence and sovereignty and against the
socialist system, Our Party resolutely combats this
hostile activity against the People's Socialist
Republic of Albania and works for correct, principled
and just relations between our two countries and
peoples, which is the aspiration of all progressive and
democratic people.
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. In the world today, two great forces are confront-
Ing one another in ever mounting struggles. On the
one hgnd there is the world of imperialism, social
imperialism, reaction and fascism. On the other
there is the genuine socialist camp, socialist Albania,
the proletariat and its Marxist-Leninist parties; thé
oppressed nations fighting for independence and
freedom; the democratic and peace-loving forces
Through the determined struggle of the progressivé
forcgs with the proletariat and its Marxist-Leninist
parties in the forefront, fighting in unity and on the
basis of their own strength, lapsing neither into false
optimism nor passive fatalism, the people are bound
to triumph against their enemies. This is the historic
truth of our times.

2. THE INTERNATIONAL MARXIST-LENINIST
COMMUNIST MOVEMENT

T.he Marxist-Leninist parties of all countries
consider the defence and application of the
Principles of proletarian internationalism to be an
1ntegra! part of their strategy, programme and
revc?lqtlonary activity. This work of the Marxist-
Leninist Rar'gies is guided by and developed according
't'o th(_e principle set forth by Marx and Engels in the

Mam{esto of the Communist Party": "Waorkers of all
countries, unite!" (26); it is guided by and developed
'allccorc.hng to the principle expressed by Lenin:

working wholeheartedly for the development of the
revolutionary movement and the revolutionary
struggle in one's own country, and supporting (by
propaganda, sympathy, and material aid) this
struggle, this, and only this, line, in every country
without exception” (27).
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The unity of the International Marxist-Leninist
Communist Movement is indispensable in order to
co-ordinate the struggle of the international
proletariat and oppressed people against the co-
ordinated attacks of imperialism and revisionism.
This unity is the condition for the victory of the
struggle against the common enemies. And the
Party, along with all the genuine Marxist-Leninist
Parties, resolutely defends this unity.

The great struggle to build and strengthen the
International Communist Movement was initiated by
Marx and Engels with the founding of the First
International and it continued and made extremely
important advances during the time of Lenin and
Stalin and the work of the Comintern. In line with
their counter-revolutionary, anti-Marxist aims and
objectives, the Khrushchevite revisionists, the
Chinese revisionists, the Titoite revisionists and all
the other modern revisionist currents have tried
their utmost to prevent this forward march of the
movement, to split and disrupt it. But from the time
modern revisionism first raised its ugly head, the
International Marxist-Leninist Communist Move-
ment has defended its unity and defended the
Marxist-Leninist basis of this unity. The Internation-
al Marxist-Leninist Communist Movement was not
and could not be destroyed or defeated; on the
contrary it has grown stronger in the course of the
heroic struggles which have been waged by the
genuine Marxist-Leninists against imperialism,
modern revisionism and opportunism of all
shades.

The Party of Labour of Albania with Comrade
Enver Hoxha at the head has made immense and
indispensable contributions to the defence and
strengthening of the International Marxist-Leninist
Communist Movement. Since the death of Stalin, the
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Party of Labour of Albania and Comrade Env
Hoxhg have led the struggle for the defence ce>;
Marx1sm-Lepinism and proletarian internationalism
thg revolgtlon and socialism, waging the strug lé
with .h.er01sm and wisdom, under extremely diffic%lt
cond1t1c_>ns. They have heroically carried forward the
revolution in Albania, led the Albanian working class
and peoplg in socialist construction and in the
strengthening of the dictatorship of the proletariat
against _the vicious attacks, intrigues and
conspiracies of imperialism and revisionism. They
havg waged an unwavering struggle in defence of the
purity of Marxism-Leninism and heroically fought
against and repudiated Titoism, Khrushchevism
Maoism and Eurocommunism and all currents of’
modern revisionism. They have consistently
supported and assisted the Marxist-Leninist forces
apd revolutionary forces throughout the world
vigorously supporting and assisting the struggles o%
the pepples for national and social liberation and
defendlqg and working to strengthen the unity of the
International Marxist-Leninist Communist Move-
ment,

Through this resolute and ceaseless st
which the PLA and Comrade Enver Hoxharulfag\i:
wased_, their resolute struggle for the cause of
socialism, the revolution and the proletariat and
peoplgs, against imperialism, the bourgeoisie and
reaction and against all variants of modern
;f;/lstllomsm,. hth(;ey have not only defended but

atly enriched Marxism-Lenini i
practiZe. arxism-Leninism in theory and

The timely exposure by the PLA and Comrade
Enver Hoxha of Chinese revisionism, of "Mao Zedong
thoyght" and the "three worlds" theory, was of great
assistance to our Party in carrying through its
struggle against Chinese revisionism, for the
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exposure of the character and basis of this variant of
modern revisionism. The Party considers that the
profound works of Comrade Enver Hoxha, such as
those published since the time of the 7th Congress of
the PLA, including "Imperialism and the Revolution",
"Reflections on China", "With Stalin", "Yugoslav
'‘Self-Administration' — a Capitalist Theory and
Practice", "Eurocommunism is Anti-Communism",
"The Khrushchevites", "The Anglo-American Threat
to Albania" and "The Titoites", as well as the Reports
to the 7th and 8th Congresses of the PLA, have made
an immense contribution to the whole movement;
they have defended and further enriched the
Marxist-Leninist teachings. These works have been
of great assistance to our Party for the deepening of
its mastery of Marxism-Leninism, deepening its
criticism of modern revisionism and deepening its
grasp of the strategy and tactics of imperialism and
of the theory and tactics of the revolution.

The courageous and determined struggle waged
by all the genuine Marxist-Leninist parties and
organisations to defend the purity of Marxism-
Leninism and the cause of revolution and socialism,
and to expose and repudiate all the brands of modern
revisionism, has greatly strengthened the Inter-
national Marxist-Leninist Communist Movement.
Thus for example in the course of the struggle
against and repudiation of "Mao Zedong thought" and
Chinese revisionism, the Marxist-Leninist
parties have further strengthened and tempered
themselves on the basis of Marxism-Leninism; they
have gained greater experience in the struggle
against imperialism and revisionism and the tactics
and methods employed by the latter against the
revolutionary forces. The quality of the movement
has been further improved and the path has been
opened up for its further expansion with the birth of
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new Marxist-Leninist parties in many countries. The
obstacles by which the Chinese revisionists tried to
obstruct the holding of meetings and discussion
amongst the Marxist-Leninist parties have been
overcome and the unity between the Marxist-
Leninist parties has been further strengthened
through the development of their bilateral relations
as well as through a number of multilateral meeting;
and initiatives. The participation of many fraternal
parties and organisations in the conferences and
congresses of various parties, the organising of
Internationalist Rallies and other such initiatives
have all greatly increased.

) The Party considers that a very positive situation

exists, with good conditions for the further advance
of the International Marxist-Leninist Communist
Movemgnt. At the same time there can be no
sla_ckemng of vigilance against modern revisionism,
which never ceases its attempts to subvert and split
the movement.
. As the Leninist principles on proletarian
Internationalism teach, the first priority in the
building and strengthening of the unity of the
communist movement is the continuous strengthen-
1ng.of the Marxist-Leninist parties themselves and
thegr work to advance the revolutionary struggle in
their own countries; without this being the
foupdation of the movement, proletarian inter-
nationalism would be turned into an empty phrase.

The Party considers that an extremely important
element in the work to further strengthen the unity
of the movement is the continual strengthening of its
bilateral relations, discussions, exchanges and
collaboration with the fraternal Marxist-Leninist
parties, the work to deepen its understanding of the
Situation and struggle in different countries, to
exchange opinions and experience on various
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questions. The Party considers that the improvement
of working relations between parties and the
increase in the scope of these relations are very
important factors for the further development of the
unity of the International Marxist-Leninist Commun-
ist Movement.

The Party also considers that, where the
conditions exist, well-prepared multilateral meet-
ings for the purpose of exchanging opinions and
experiences on various specific questions are also an
important factor in strengthening the unity between
the fraternal Marxist-Leninist parties, contributing
to strengthening the unity of the whole movement.

The Party considers that the participation in and
organisation of different kinds of international
initiatives and collaborations between the fraternal
Marxist-Leninist parties and the revolutionary mass
organisations — Internationalist Rallies, Festivals,
Youth Camps and common actions — are also a
further important factor for the strengthening of the
unity of the movement and the unity between the
fraternal Marxist-Leninist parties and revolutionary
forces.

All these meetings, exchanges and initiatives are
organised from the angle of and according to the
principle of strengthening the unity of the
International Marxist-Leninist Communist Move-
ment. This unity is a most precious thing and it is
precisely against this unity that the imperialists and
revisionists, especially as the crisis facing them
deepens and broadens, direct their fire. Thus the
efforts for the continual strengthening of the unity,
solidarity and mutual support between the fraternal
Marxist-Leninist parties, and the efforts to benefit
from one another's experience and struggle, to arrive
at common assessments of problems and situations,
and step by step to build and strengthen unity in
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thought and action, remain in the fore. The
Party defends the principles of equality between
Marxist-Leninist parties, and defends the right of
eaf:h party to give its considered Marxist-Leninist
opinions on questions. It does not consider it correct
for polemics to be waged against fraternal parties,
polemics being reserved only for the enemy, for the
purpose of defeating the enemy and defending
Marxism-Leninism.

It is the strengthening of the unity of the
International Marxist-Leninist Communist Move-
ment which is and remains the objective. This unity
of the International Marxist-Leninist Communist
Movement, and the unity between the fraternal
Marxist-Leninist parties, is not a sentimental,
ab_stract or formal question. It is based upon the
principles of Marxism-Leninism and proletarian
internationalism, upon the common revolutionary
struggle being waged, organised and led by the
Marxist-Leninist parties against the common
ene‘mies and for the victory of revolution and
socialism. It is loyalty to the teachings of Marx,
Engels, Lenin and Stalin; the constant and
uninterrupted struggle to defend the purity of these
principles and to apply them; the rich experience
gained in the struggle against modern revisionism
and opportunism of all shades and the efforts being
rr?ade to deepen and broaden this struggle; the great
historical experience of the entire movement; and
the common desire, efforts and experience to realise
the victory of revolution and socialism and the
defeat of the mortal enemies of the proletariat and
people; it is these which make the communist
movement strong and invincible, and ensure its
forward march and further strengthening. Whilst the
attacks and disruptions of the imperialists and
revisionists can cause serious damage to the
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movement, they cannot dictate historical develop-
ment; they cannot prevent the strengthening of the
Marxist-Leninist parties and the founding of new
Marxist-Leninist parties and they can never make
the genuine Marxist-Leninist parties give up their
struggle for the great cause of the proletariat,
socialism and communism. The Marxist-Leninist
ideology is invincible. The proletarian revolution is
an objective inevitability and necessity; the class
struggle can never be extinguished. The genuine
Marxist-Leninists and the International Marxist-
Leninist Communist Movement are being further
tempered and strengthened in the struggle for the
great cause of socialism and communism.

The Marxist-Leninist parties are all working
under difficult conditions. Many parties are working
under conditions of complete illegality and daily face
the terror and suppression of the fascist regimes.
Other Marxist-Leninist parties, like our own Party,
are working under the conditions prevailing in the
imperialist heartlands. The glorious Party of Labour
of Albania with Comrade Enver Hoxha at the head,
the only genuine Marxist-Leninist party in power, is
working under extremely difficult conditions to lead
the Albanian people in constructing and further
strengthening socialism in the face of the intrigues,
attacks and vicious encirclement and blockade by
imperialism and revisionism. Other Marxist-Leninist
forces are faced with the central task of
constructing their Party. All these Marxist-Leninist
parties and forces — big or small, new or old, in power
or out of power — are equal detachments of the
International Marxist-Leninist Communist Move-
ment. They have gained invaluable experience and
lessons in their struggles, and are carrying out great
and important work to realise the victory of the
revolution and socialism in their own countries and to
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support and contribute to this struggle in each and
every country. The combined experience of the
International Marxist-Leninist Communist Move-
ment mak.es the movement invincible, and provides
great assistance and eéncouragement to each and
every Party. As Comrade Enver Hoxha said in hijs
Repor.t to the 8th Congress of the Party of Labour of
Albania: "The experience of one party cannot replace
the experience of many parties. On the contrary, it is
the. experience of all the Marxist-Leninist parties
which makes the movement invincible" (28).

Thg Rarty has always striven to defend and apply
the prmqples of proletarian internationalism. It is
the contingent in Britain of the International
Marx15t—Lem’nist Communist Movement. It considers
It an honour to stand and fight shoulder-to-shoulder
with a{l the fraternal Marxist-Leninist parties in
advanC{ng and fighting for the great cause of the
revolution and socialism. It receives great support
and eéncouragement in its work from the fraternal
Marx15t-_Leninist parties; it hails the revolutionary
work being organised by them in their respective
countries and it cherishes the militant unity and
frlenqship which has been built with the fraternal
Marxist-Leninist Parties. The Party declares that in
the future, too, it will uphold and perform its
prole'tarian internationalist duties to the maximum.
It will carry forward the work to organise and
prepare for the revolution in Britain. It will support,
assist and stand by the fraternal Marxist-Leninist
parties of all countries organising for the victory of
revolution and socialism. And it will continue to work
to strengthen its unity, friendship, exchanges and
Cooperation and its working relations with the
fraternal Marxist-Leninist parties, to strengthen the
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unity of the International Marxist-Leninist Commun-
ist Movement.

The Marxist-Leninists of every country are the
courageous vanguard fighters for the cause of the
working class and oppressed people and for their
emancipation. They stand in the forefront of the
struggle against imperialism, social imperialism, the
bourgeoisie and reaction. They make every sacrifice
to advance the great cause of revolution, socialism
and communism. The Party pays tribute to all the
heroic martyrs of the fraternal parties who have
given their lives in the common struggle of the
proletariat of all lands. It salutes all the comrades
who are defying with unbroken revolutionary spirit
the jails, torture and savage repression of reaction.
The Party pays tribute to the working class and
oppressed people of all lands who are fighting for
their emancipation and freedom. It pays tribute to
the heroic Albanian working class and people and to
the Party of Labour of Albania with Comrade Enver
Hoxha at the head and to their glorious socialist
homeland, the People's Socialist Republic of Albania.

Comrades, the revolution is the necessity of our
time; imperialism, social imperialism and reaction
headed by the two superpowers are threatening
mankind with great catastrophes. Great responsibil-
ities rest on the Marxist-Leninist parties to lead the
proletariat and all the exploited and oppressed in the
revolutionary struggle to avert the great dangers, to
overthrow imperialism and all reaction, to transform
society from capitalism to socialism, to achieve
genuine peace, independence and freedom and to
create the material conditions for the victory of
socialism and communism on the world scale.

Comrades, it was for this purpose that the Party
was founded just over four years ago, and the
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51tuatic?n and the tasks before us demand that our
Party, its cadres and militants march further ahead
on the Marxist-Leninist road on which we have
e.mb.arked. The Party faces many complicated and
difficult problems; it is fully conscious of the great
and difficult tasks which lie ahead. But the Party
together with the fraternal parties in every country’
face these problems and tasks with confidence anc;
resolve,

C_omrades, we will organise and lead the British
working class to overthrow one of the most hated and
brutal enemies mankind has seen. We will carry out
our task and our duty to organise the proletarian
soc1al.1st revolution in Britain and make our
contrlbu_tion to the victory of socialism and
communism on a world scale. So let us turn the
decisions of our historic First Congress into life and

step up our preparations for the accomplishment of
our great task!

HAIL THE FIRST CONGRESS OF THE
REVOLUTIONARY COMMUNIST PARTY OF
BRITAIN (MAR XIST-LENINIST)!

LONG LIVE THE REVOLUTIONARY COMMUN-
IST PARTY OF BRITAIN (MARXIST-LENINIST)!

LONG LIVE THE UNITY OF THE INTER-
NATIONAL MARXIST-LENINIST COMMUNIST
MOVEMENT!

GLORY TO MAR XISM-LENINISM!

LONG LIVE PROLETARIAN INTERNATION-
ALISM!
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