
COMMUNIST P.ARTY OF BRITAIN (Ml!RXIST-LENINIST). 
- .. ,· 

PARTY STUDY DOCUMEifr.· ·. :· 

.. . INTRODUCl'ION: THE NEED FOR EDUCATION IN THE PARTY. 

m.u~~tion is ne~e~ to a Party, na:c~ to a corninunist. lit is a -tool. whi.ch · ·· 
provides convictioo. The lack: 6f it in a Party is the , g}reatest weaimess allowrl.ng th~ 

· devcl.oprrent; of two lines; f'<OO:' wantc of' study a111d edu«:£lltion always an ''::..deal" :pas±.ti.O>m 
will .arise as; against a maiterialist .Marrisit•Leninist. line. . ~ . . . 

Marrism~LehiniSlll is: not only a acientific ~xpom tion q.I political· econ'omy, buif a • 
scientific "may ' of thinking - from which emerges wha,it is refe:J1'I"edl t:o as the uni wersaJ. 
truth of' ~iarxiSm. .... Leninism~ basic: objective laws. The use o:f' Mar:tism: is: to provide n:O ~;;. 
a dogma but a guide to be applied to the concrete collltlli tions in a count:zy. 

In Bri tai,n we need especially' to khaw · these t();Qlis and_ to · know how to use thcm, 
fo:r we iillo khow at l.east. thait the complerl ties of British caprl. talhm, the long sta.:OO.::_r..f-1 
Class supremacy, cu!ming and skill o::ff' our ruling class is. second to, none. 

Thcs problems o-f the British capitalist class~ a declining imperialist; power, are 
enormous. The contradictions it has. are: insoluble by them. Our world. is: one in whicl'D. 
reY~olution is the main trend, but the ever pf~oont 'threat 'an~ p«J>8sibili ty of a 3>rd 
World. War exists~ 11\Uth ·regard to the question of worl d war, there are but h10 poJSJ-· · 

ibilities: one is. that the war will give ris:e to rovo~ution .andl the other is that 
revolution will prevent the wrut." (Mao) . · 

· We have to accept that ih Britain our knowledge and stuey of' Marrism is soral;yr . 
-neglected. This ouxi Party to be a revolutionary party must correct. \Vi thout 'a rBWOl-,. 
ution~y th6ory theria: carillo:t bd a reVqhrtiona:ry p:a'rly,. ar).d tha~ theory l.s Mar:rism-Lm1r.c:-
ism. We must begi11 to strip away the mystiqu® ·which. we have allowed this basic phiiors-~ 
ophy to be shrouded with. The m.Ysto·;ry f'or us~ as much as it is there, and its solutia,:::-_, 
liE:ls in the a]i.Wligation of Marrism to t}1e presen'it pmod, the p..reseri:t day here in B;i-1::-
auh. :A task , never · b~fo~ ser,ious;iy tmder~aken. . .. ,;- . 

'· ' 

' We cari start in modesty ahd without :fear or feeling o:f .in:feriori ty ~ · remembering 

thaiFtheory is f'or praetic~ and tJ:leocy com.~s f'rom practice~ . Mar:rls.riL 9an be· prOIJG':il"~ 
understood a.s; the: practical too·l of re:y;olution ever being developed as a ll ve phiJ~o$;
ophy .' It PJ,"OVides ·a datum - · it ia the· vertical and }+ori~ontal, th,e s:quare and the: :tr).$ ~ 
t}+c ~~bline . and the level. 

With the f<nowriedge that theSe dabs are both cl<:larly understooiill and a:rro: trne ~
shall be convinced and dedicated ''revolutionaries. unswerVing in our. Struggle., trU.e . 
commu~sts. s:erving the· people. ·. ; 

/ 
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>··· · No7o~~:) is so wise that h ie '-(h:res:·:riot n,eedf : to. ':st~dy_. -.,·_•,A,n.d. ; no worker 
is so stupid that h~ . canno-t: grasp . §:1.1. ;-the .:J;>as,i c :id.~as of ~iarxi sm7 .. 
Leninism. . The theor;f .,8:(I\~.l"'g2d . ff.onLthe'-'-t•ro~kl:ng--,·,e~~.s:; ... <1:;13· woul(l;.)10t be 
log~cal ::to May that< it ;6~nnpt. g:q baqk, to th~_ C~9-SS w~~~P~: ·it ; d_~llie: • . 
There is no' room for' intellt:ctuar··lazines·s ··rn .ou:r .-.. Pa-:r.ty ..... : ~i-·v}tlho ''are .we 
t~o 'p·roilaunce '·that thei)t[o-r:k:ing- . c~~~~~··n§eds ±Cie'c)).·o:ga.cai' ci~velopm§TI.t ·if 
we are· . no.t:p,r~p_ar~dr.·to'c; 4e.¥elpp qur .~crvm idectTogie~?·,. ! · · ·· 'i~ ·•c· ·.· 

. ; .; ~-~~:§~~_.!.~~~~-- ·: -~~ -.: ;. _- , f-"'· ~.:.- .. ·~·:·_,_:_·_ : ~-·~~-~~ ~ .. ~ · ~ _ ..... --~ . !- ~ , ·~----· _-:_·_ •• '-_- __ • _- ·.· ·._:· • __ • r:-_.~ ... __ · ·-_ < ~:. - ~: · . . ·• ·. 

L_earning is a p,roc~s:s. of./a·c~iye'. stf.4ggTe~_·, ~ou ' cartriot sit back 
passively ~. a.nd'.' expect .the ideas· to .'sbak in·. ·' · ~ --.c:Tli'~refore' everyone must :. get 
invol v,:ed. : . .' :. f<rancl} st-y.dy is a collective ma-t:ter 9 . . ,there is no room for 
a Prof.E;s~·sOr '_of Marxistn~Lehinism~ . :: . Study· must he·· hgpest'~·.i: :i'the .-.P,ifficul t 
or 8.wkward passages m1+,st hot be· . skipped or skated ·· bv~:t::; w:i.th;-.sup,erficial 
orato:ty. ·· . : · .... < ._1:;_}~. '· _,. ·· .. ,·_,.,.,. ·· :-c.·.· ·· · ·· 

J,'. ~. ~ ': . • 

You will learp, ·i~_: ··propO'rtiQn . ~o hov~ ha.rd , y:~u· \rb:rk. The Classics 
were written at a time and pla;c.<e :'very differen.t .J, J:rom \vhere we are now. 
To · read_ them intel~igent_ly you1 m~~t -.u13:de~rstal'l~-.. \]1E3 , ~i:t'qaji_iq.n }11 1.vhid1 ;they 
were wr1 tten . . · Th1 s means tp,at you . rnu?t :read ·the pr,~Jp,_.qe,~ . ,.,and footn~ .. te;s 
as well as the. tex~ s . , s ·ometimes yOu need ·acce_s,s ... to· ;§:::•Ji~·s~.~r:Y; 'Qo.clk"· ?'r 1., 
an enyyclopae<;l;L.a.. . .. :-:·· ··t.;iiP·' ·• .. \· ·,.: · · -~, ,: • .. •· 

,. . ·' . . . . .,. ·.· ·-.. ~ ·.:· .. _.. , .... .... -·:·-. '· ···.· .·:. , .. -~ · .. ·r~.: .. ~ . . . ,.. ,_ ·:~-:·:~ 
. ,· Our at:titi.A.'de to jhe CI'a(3si 'cs,:, 'riiust' ' bff creative ·and br{t'ic~T:.~''" -

vr e need cac;tr,e.s ~b'·o :car{.m.ak~ _"their·.:· own ; ''d··e:cii's:Lons, · be· s:elf-:-tel-ian'f:... · · 
The Clas·s:Lcs must tl.~igger·o:r'f itlea'fi, :': :provoke thought ·,ind ini tia.t~v:~ ·e; · 
.A reverential and parro:C;.siike''·approach vh:tl paralyze · u:s ~ . .EeopJ.:e± iW~'l.Q :;: '· :-. · 
retreat iirto the Classics to "prove" their ·a.rgum_e.pt ;'~y g_v.o;t ~ti'~'!i - i'p.i+ . to.e 
see Narxism-Leninism as a living thing •/. · vie wi.ll :O,JO.l&' ' undy):·stand ' the 
thE?ory of the past : to ' the degne~ that,;-!tJ:e :. apply: i.t .to ll the pr~.q.:t.tce of the 
present. ··- We ·must ·· com:rnem~n:t· igu:r<··~ studf-' of the_ Classics .bY . .i:.?:tu~y qf~, the 

··Bri-~'i~h'Jrorki_ng ol~f?s~ :;. '}'} L~Y1 ~;p_der ~ to know how . it. shall p.e : ·~9;r:e :~;t .J,:S. ' 
necessary to~i:know how -~":; l_s .• ··>•.. ; .. . 

'· ... ' • ~-- .• _: • • :·. . . . .~. • . . .f.. .. . • :_ ;> • • 

·. :_. •'i The qest way to .. COJ}R.uct )3ranch study 'is for one · nonber t6 be': ~esig-
no.ted leader' (and he nust have really wolk$d at,. the study passage)' ''for 
all members to read the passage befoi"ehirmt~-... tl},en for the . Branch to. :&.ead 
the p.a~sage aloud~ pa.ra,grapl:l by paragraph, an~· share the collective 
und.~ _rs~a.ridipg , ~ · ·what. does 'it riiean? · \A,T}j_y~"was it written? . What was its 
effept· a.'t . . t~h·e ·time{a ·very dif:ficul t ,, que&'t·1Jon)? Does · it ~;thrtow~· any l'ight 
on o'ut si tuat?-on? · The · r .eading ' should ••·rota.te\,from ·member' 'to ~:; )I!·ernber ~ Jhis 
way e"iieryorie gets "involv:ed and· evet.y!one ±s -. encoura.ged to :f)t.~pare ~ - · 

The study leEJ.der must make sure the class has a focuii ·: ·· lf-lhy · Ei:re we 
reading this. passage? . lt!;hat ar~, Wf}. trying :to . learn. from studying ·it? 
His intro.duct:ion and su,rnmir1g up q,t the end are inipor'tan·t pa.r 'ts 'Of a 
successful study meeting. · - ·-- ' ·· ··· · · t;~ •· ";•·: · · ... · 

.. "' -!.~·~_it.~ . . 
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SYLLABUS I: J;S:ASIC READINGS. 

I. The Party Programme,. "Burning Q.ues.tions",. !'The Worlffi:Jr''. 

2. "The «Jommunist Mani$eisto" .(MSJrx. md Engels}, chapter I, and the first predf'ace· . 

ed. I812. 

3... "Cap:i tal.'', (Mrurx), chaptm 

'4\.. •·!IOn Pr~t'ice", (Mao) • 

·. 5•. :"History of the Party of Labour of Albanian~ 

Pages II5-I~I, which gives guidane.e on the· .idoological and. o.:rrganisational b.asdts 

of a Party. 

Pages I4.9-I58, dealing with factionaliSIIl' and p~ing· uni.ty. 
' ... · , ,, . . . 

Pages I35-I45, linking up wd. th .:the·1Iiaooes · is; the· ·ll'orenros;t task.~ 

·. Page's I~I99, iurther strength'ening· Party Uriity. · 

Pages 305-3I8, ba.lnnce sheet o1f the:'-:Natfona~.F'L±neratiori War of Albabia.; 
. T ··~ ', t· . .•• ' ' . \;\.· , ... 

The. last paragraph o:lf Vol. I. of "Histo'ry of the Party of Labour of' Albania". 

6. "Serv:e: the Peoplei', (Mao). 

7. "State ~d Revolu.tion", (Lenin), c:hapt:~ i . . · 

SYLLABUS II: REVISIONISM AND SOCIAL DEMOCRACY. 

2. "The Proletarian Rewolution a:nd Renegade Kautslty", (Lenin), chapter I pp.5~I9, 
- . 

chapter 2' pp.I9-3D, chaptm- Tpp. 72-90 (ChineSe: edition). 

}. "Left-Wing Commtmism,. an Infantile. Disorder"; (Lc.:ri:in), ehapte:rrs 5-9 pp.26-92. 

4~ "Re.ci:ti.fy 'thci Party's Style of' Worlc";(Mao),., - in ~let form and in ~Selected 

R~ngs. . - -··· ·· ·- . 
'' ""-··· -· --- ,. 

Speech in Moscowr,I960, (Emre:~r Ho.xha). 

(Envex Ho:xha). 

POINTS FOR DISCUSSION ON SYLLABUS II. 

I. Why is, it that; so far· tho ~~ti~ waa:d<:ing c~. ~~~ f?-i.~~ ~? -~ :Jt"QV01J,~otiol1ll? 

2. Evf.11"y , ·~a;rrist-Lor4nist Party is in ~ of' rmri.si.onism. · ~at folttlls could! 

thia take in our Party? , 

3.. Wh~t <!~loos it mean to have Mar:x;ist-Leniniait l,ooder.l!\hip ():p" the WXJlldd.ng clas.s? 
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SYLLABUS III: · ~CONOMICS. ''.!!. 

I. ''Wagea, Prico: and Profit", , ·(Ma.rx);. . · .. • .. 

2:. "EconomicLProble1!lS ·of. Socialism in the U.S.S .. R•" · (staiin:}~ ..... 

READING LIS'r~HINA AND ALBANIA. 

In order to unde.rstruldi the fight against Imperialism today we: musit, study the work e>f 

the Chinese and Albanian comrades. Comrades Mao and Enver Hoxha ~an assist us 'in om

guerilla war · against British Capi talisnn. 

First Revolutionary Civil War Period (!924-1927) .. 

I. "Analysis of the Classes in Chinese Society", .(Moo). For knowledge of' feudal China. . •. ~ .... 

Second Revolutj,onary Civil War Period (I9?l-I93]). . .... ·. . . .· ·-·-· . 

2. .Four articlfs in one boo,k - ''Why is it . that Red Poll tic.sl Po~r can . erist in Chi.m?" 

price 5p .. "The st.Fuggle in the Chingkang MounrttaiDS~". 

"On Co~ting Mist~ Ideas in tho Party"~ .. 
. "A Singl<l Spark Can Start a Prairi.a Fire". Wri ttan to 

give heart, to "dei"catists•r~ .. 

The War o:fr Rcs:istanca Ag~ ~a:pe.n (J"uf;r I9¥-I94I) .. 

3~ 

4. 

5. 

6. 

"Combat Liberalism". ·... . .... .. . . ..... ·- '· .. 

"Intm'Vicw with the British Jou:mal.ist. James Berl;rarm''. 
• l:·· I ; • • . 

"PrOblems orll" War and St:mt.egy" •. 
.• • - . • . . ..... t ... ..,l 

"The Orientation orlf' the Youth Mov;cament" .. -· .. . . . . . . . ' . . .. _ 

J'he l-Iar of Resistance Against JCli!i81 (I94!-Auguslt; I945). 

1 ._ 11Some Questions Concerning Methods of Lea.dershipUt,-

IQp .the lot;. 

8~ uo:n ProdUction by- the· .Airmy for :its- eWl!ll Sup]:Jarl; and Oh the Imptmtemce of 1tb.e G:rea.t 

Movements jj'or Rectification and fOJ!" P:!roduetiOlDl" • 

9. "Talks at the Yenan Fo::rrtliill on Li te.:rn.twre and .AJ!"t;'~.. .• . 
-·-"· .... --· .. --· .. -···-·-··· .. -·-- ...... ·-. .: ..• :_.:._ . "-·- ···-·-:!: ..... 

_!he Thi:rrd Revolution?!Y'"'Givil War Period:(I94~I949) .. ·. ··· 

IO. "Sp.eOOh at' ·a Corifb~oo of :C:adlres in th:e ShanSi-Sui3'1lelld...i.~ Alrea.n · 

II. "Greet the New High Tide. of the· Chinese Revolution". :'· ...... · . f 

!2. "Talk with tha American· Correspondent .Amla: 'Louise S'ttron:g~'. 'This is in short 



supply but is in the Selected Works of Mao, .Vol.4, only 25p .to yo.t\;;: · .:~ 

Thes~ f~ ci!Ocuinents show dhirlrman Mao's constant fight :~~ "ietti• and rl~t 
deviations, an<ili the battle to c.:eete unity of the masses against the Imperialist 
invaders and their own bourgeoisie; their constant stl!'Uggle . to w;i.n _.tH-lie~~ t'!., pre
serve their forces, to prevent adtrenturism, to promote:~ <l' ·better .. li'f"e-f'Or:-the: piople --
and to builm! Socialism.. · · . 

Th~· !2 ~cuments ca:n be bought. in a set :fiar 20p·; loss than h~if the·· cost. The 
Selected Works of Mao will be sold to Party members at £!.3(), just oV'W' cost pr.i.ce. 
Tl:lere anrc many othrn" important documc:crts of this period as, single pamphle:ts which 
can''be 'obtained at the bookshop, :V~ cheaply. . . . . . ' . 
N.B. They are in short supply. 

The Grearl; · Prol.etro-i.an Cultural Revolution. 

Collectio~ of documents in pam~ form. liOp. 

The Constitution of the Communist Party of ·China. 5p. 

The: fight against. ~e:risionism is ~o~tant, as. it is in oW'· own My~ · TheSE: docuini
ents are of vi tal. imp;lll'tmce to F'"'ent further mistakes. 

Finally but not least ••• 

Speech by Chioo Kuan-Hua, Chairman of the llelegatian of' the People's Rep~~~~blic of' 

China at 'the: Plenary Meeting of the. 27th S~ssion o:Jr the U .N. Gene:ra:l A~ly ~ 

China ;ts . c~iitiliufng the fight ~;· ·~IEriallsm~ c19IrTY'ing it outside its 'bordW's 
and ·by ... oth.G!r forms.' ·:--

• : , . ~ ( 4 

When Comrades have _studied these sd..n:q>ly written doCUI!lents they migh{t :feel quali:fied 
to tackle the diffic~lt' "Four Essaws on Philosopzy" by ChaD.~ iita6··~ IOp to; Party 
members • 

.ALBANIA. 

We hmre difficulty in obtaining regular supplies of Albanian li tera'lw.Jre, so Comrades 
nn.1fri share. 

I. "Tho. History o:Jr thG: Pa!!!'ty of' Labour of' Albania". We: only hme Prurt II at the 

nroment, but this is an important secl:ion. Pric:o~ IOp. 

We· ha-w: in full suJi.IPIY these works by- Ho:zha:-

2. "25 years of struggles and Victories on the Rood to SOcialism". Pric.a IOp. 

}. "It is in tho. Party-People-state Power Unity that; our strength lies". Price IOp .. 



4. 

5. 

"S};1Boohes 1961-I968''. 

i .. L 

Pric~ · IOp. · 

.. .. 

The Struggl~ . Against Revisionism •... , 

6. 

Ho:xfua 1 SJ 1960 Spee:ch we <illo not ha-..we at the moment. 

• .. : . . 

Price Sip • . ;.· -

·• 

6 r "C239-chosloVJak Soqi&ist Republic , Ca;l.lght in the Grip of Sov:i,.eJtt Rewisionist 1nwadeJrs". 
. . . ') . .· .. . ! . . . ' 

7-. · ''Congress of Capi.. taliSt 'R.es;twration ·and! Soci.al-Iinpe-JZiaiism.. '' 
·, '·~ ;. . ·, 

8. "Military Pressure .:. Basis of' the' Polit.:ii..eal Di«:itate and . Bl.a:ck.mail of' the S<DJ'rleit 

Rerisionist Leooexs" • 

9.. "On the Stanci!J. o:lf' the People 1 s Re.publi<e_ of' 11\lbania it-~ the War.saw T:rea-ttyt' • 
. .. -~--- .......... ·- ~--~....... .. .. ... .. '·-.... --··· ·- ·· ... :.. . ....... .... . 

IO. "The Demagogy of' the Soviet Re:visioni:lrts Cannott Conceal thei:rr Traito:rcYiillSl . 

Countenan~". 

II 6 ''Sovi~it-U. S_. Alliance at W<;>-;rlc Agmns:t the CZ"echos.low~ PeQ.lple". 

12'. "Open Fire On Revisionism, Betr~rt. 

13. '"On the Eve o,j[ the Moscow Re:wisionist Faree". 

{Items 6-I3, I2p ~he: lot.) 
~- : '. 

··~"· ...... -·-- .. ... _.,.._,,. , 

!:4. "L~n:ini~ - the Banner- off StJru.ggle and Vicitor,yr", (Ramizr. Alia). A concise huit 

masterly. aca:x:>UJJlit o:lf "Putting Theory into P:!ractiee" in Albania. h±.oo 5)p. 

Remember;, conurndoo, thait ilbania througlht :ii.its ~ Enwe:rr H~:xha. shQ\red 
co~unist cowrage in denouncing revilii.oniSIDJ. ait a . Conf'e!re:nce of' all Cornrrn:inis.t: 

. Palrlies in 1960, anci!J. condemna<ill. Kruschew' s Ull.princi pled a.ttacli oo staline 

... . . ~ • .. 

.. . J 

. ~ ' . 

.... ·. 
, ... ~. . :. '· 
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A STUDY COURSE FOR CONT'AC'l!S. 

SemaiL"aJ. Branche-s have now run study courses in which owr Prurty 's line is 
prosen11:ed to invi tedi contacts. The course takes the form of' discussions of' 
particular texts which are read aloud, paragraph by paragraph. At the end of' 
the course those peo~e: who havQ shown fitness to be members of the Party arc 
approached with a view to recru:i tment. Procedure on the course is as follows: 

I. The course, moots one evening per week f'or 5 consecutive we6lks:. 

2. It begins when we know of 5-IO n~• contacta who would like to attend. 

3. About five Branch members who can guarantee: to attend every session are 
invited. 

4. One Branch member is appointed leader of the course. 

5. Each person pays a course fee of 25p at the first meeting. 

6. TOPICS: 
Week I. 

Week 2. 

Week 3. 
Week 41. 
Week 5. 

Bourgeoisie and Proletariat (extracts from Chapter I of "The Comm
unist Manifesto" by Marx and Engels.) 
The Dictatorship of the Proletariat (extracts from Chapter I of 
"State and! Revolution" cy Lenin.) 
The Party (Chapter 8 of "Foundations of Leninism" by Stalin.) 
"The British Working Class and Its Party" (Congress document.) 
Theory and Practice: ("On Practice" by Mao) • 

This procedure· has been worked out careful~ on the basis of experience. The 
coura€ is as short as possible consistent with the need to deal thoroughly with the 
political issues. Some people are bound to drop. out, but having on~ 5 sessions 
and making everyone pay the course: fee in advance keeps most in. The number of' 
participants (contacts and Party members) is kept to IO-I5; big enough to guarantee 
the discussion l'lill not flag and small enough to give each person a chance to speak 
his mind. The Branch members are there to teach - but also to loa:rn the art o'ir 
fighting for a line in discussion. The task o~ the leader is to see that the line 
is presented. correctly and to supervise the entire course. The first three 
sessions introduce the fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism. The fourth is on our 
Party and the application of these principles in Britain. The fifth is on the 
theme "practice-theory-practice:"; what practice brought these people to our theor
etical course: and how are they going to apply these new ideas in their own pract
ice? The way these questions are answered should reveal the potential recruits. 


