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NGM Boss
Boasts Plan
To Smash

SOILVYEDY

GMAD Boss Joseph Godfrev states:

T am not pe551mlst1c
people are unsuited for assem-'
bly work, and they should get

out.

applications. .

.they complain, and yet if
we closed Lordstown and then
re-opened it we would get 50,000

some

Auto llmon

awa

town

.Workers aren t
Only Labor Party Can Stop_

“motivated _@" ymore. .
high benefit plans take desire

.all these

It was political fighting

2

» -

-

with thlS shop committee that
was behind the flght at Lords-—

L See story on Page 3

Wallace: The Savior of Blg Busmess

Butletin reporters David North and Bruce McKay recenfly
travelled to Alabama, the state which George Wallace has
governed for eight of the last 10 years. The following article 1s
the second of a series onwhere Wallace really s‘tands.

No politician who depends upon the money
of forces that are at war with the trade
unions can speak in the interests of the work-
ing class. The labor movement cannot ex-
pect to be defended by a pohtlman on the
payroll of its enemies. Trade unions cannot
survive if they share a candidate with the
corporations that are out to destroy them.

~ Just as workers expect
their union leadership to
represent only the rank-

and-file and to be inde-
pendent of the em-
ployers, they must now

demand a political

leadership that is com-
pletely controlled by the
working class, that owes
nothing to anyone . but
workers, and that is

rooted in the struggle of

the trade unions against

unemployment, the Pay
Board, and all the at-
tacks on the funda-
mental rights of the
workmg class. This type
of leadership can be es-

tablished only through a.

break with the political
parties of big
business—the Demo-

crats and Republx»
cans—and the establish-
ment of a labor party
based on the trade un-
ions.

The urgent need for the
development of a labor party
is posed by the growth of the
George Wallace movement,
which is financed by the most

of

INSIDE
The Trial

Angela Davis

Fuge 9

4 page article on the meaning of the triai.

bitter ‘and vicious labor-
hating industrialists and
bankers in this country.
Hiding behind the pseudo-

‘populist demagogy of Wallace.

are men who have hired ar-

- mies of scabs, murdered

workers on picket lines,and
closed down plants rather
than recognize unions.

These men: are psing Wallace
to -disorient the working class
while they prepare the attack.
They are taking advantage of the
bankruptey of the trade union
bureaucracy, which refuses to
present the labor party as an .
alternative tothe Democrats.and

- Republicans. -

Wallace’s claim to represant
*the little man" is nothing but -
the smokescreen which big busi-.
ness uses while xt sharpens its
kmvw.
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Hanoi Accuses Moscow

Of Sacrificing Vietnam

BY MELODY FARROW

The government of North Vietnam has launched a blistering attack on the
attempt of the Soviet bureaucracy to reach a deal with the head of U.S.

imperialism at the expense of the revolutionary struggles of the world working ‘

class.

While Brezhnev and Kosy-
gin "were toasting the mur-
derer of millions of Vietna-
mese workers and peasants
“as a man of ‘“‘peace,”’ the
North Vietnamese paper,
Quan Dei Nhan Dan,
denounced Nixon as a ‘““blood-
thirsty monster,”” an *in-
ternational eriminal” = and
a ‘‘sinister plotter.” ‘
* Branding the Moscow trip as a
““‘maneuver of division and dupli-
" city,”” the newspaper .attacked
the Kremlin policy of peaceful
co-existence and stated:
“Vietnam 1is the scene of the
bitterest and most violent
struggle of our times between the
revolutionary and counter-revo-
Iutionary forces, between the
U.S. imperialists—the no. 1
enemy of mankind—and the Viet-
‘namese people, the assault
. soldiers in the front line of the
anti-imperialist front.
“The timely denunciation and
resglute smashing of this
counter-attack by the U.S. im-
perialists in Vietnam is the best
" and most correct way to defend
world peace at present and in the
. future.”

ATTACK

In a direct attack on the Soviet
leaders the article continued:

“Communists always consider

* the revolution of each nation as.
an inseparable part of the world

. -revolution. They never set na-

~ tional interests against the in-
terests of the world revolu-
tion,..

‘This' is ‘precisely what the
Soviet bureaueracy is seeking to
do. It is crystal clear that the
Moscow trip was undertaken in
arrogant violation of the will of
the-Vietnamese people and of the

" North Viethamese government.
- The Soviet bureaucracy is fully
prepared to sacrifice the libera-

tion struggle -in Vietnam in ex- -

. change for security and trade
agreements with imperialism
that - will  strengthen

* position and privileges.-

absolutely no power to halt the
sweeping offensive of the revolu-
tionary troops in South Vietnam.
It is this offensive which -has

it own.

. sian workers have been openly -
Above all, the Soviet Union has

forced an open ‘split'wit'hin the

Stalinist bureaucracies.

PAYING

The North Vietnamese people

are paying for this peaceful co-

- .existence with their blood. As the

paper Nhan Dan warned: ‘A few
signs of weakness and softness

~would encourage . the aggres-

siveness of the pirates.”
In fact, almost 51multaneous1y

with leon s arrival in Moscow, -

American . bombing. raids were

intensified to & new height. Brez- ..

hnev’s mild rebuke over the bom-
bing and mining, and his desire,
no matter what, to preserve the
Moscow ‘talks has given Nixon
the green light to destroy every
inch .of North Vietnamese
territory.

Just two days before leon ar-
rived, a massive bomb attack
was - launched against villages,
schools, farms and dikes, killing

* many civilians. There are now at
. least 250 bombing runs a day.

After . causing tremendous

damage to North Vietnam’s rail -
‘lines and bridges, the raids have

been extended. to include power
plants and other mdustrxal in-
stallations. :

- ~GEAR
Hanoi ‘'is being completely
evacuated as the North Vietna-
mese gear for what may be a new
vicious assault on civilian areas.
The Soviet bureaucrscy has

. done everything to bury news of
Vietnam and. is playing the dan-

gerous role of obscuring Nixon’s
real aims.

While Nixon sends his troops to
crush the working class in every

part of the globe, he piously re-’

marks in Moscow: -

#Looking towards the future, I
reaffirm - the commitment of
America: The United States ‘is
ready- to. work in- close contact
with. all nations :to ‘establish a
peaceful -world in which each

nation wﬂl‘ determme its own :

destiny.”
From the begmmng, the Rus-

hostile to Nixon’s visit. ‘In

meetings held prior. to his ar-.

rival, workers demanded to know
why the ‘Soviet leadership was

“helping Nixon --win the elec- -

tion.” »
Again and again, Russian
workers: posed the question of

" Vietnam. During a scuffle with

the police along the route of
Nixon's motorcade from the air-
port one worker angnly de-

_manded:

“Why all this fuss about Nix-
on? For Vietnam, he should be
hanged at the corner lamppost
and you tiry to put everyone in
order.”

. This bitter hostility to Nixon
and the Soviet bureaucracy broke
through the surface at a ballet
performance attended by Nixon
and his wife.

As' the ballet was ending,-the
wife of an Italian Communist

"Party member, expressing the

sentiments of thousands of Rus-
sian workers, shouted: “‘Get out
of Vietnam!” The Soviet police
quickly hustled her -out of the
theater.

The visit is not simply a diplo-
matic maneuver or a gimmick to

win the election, but a key part of

Nixon’s counter-revolutmnary
strategy. .

- Faced w1th a deepenmg eco-
nomic crisis, Nixon seeks to use
the Stalinists to hold back the
working - class from taking
power. -He seeks trade agree-
ments that will provide outlets
for American capital within
Russia and hopes to use this as a
base to.destroy all the gains of
the Russian' Revolution.

DEAL )

He desperately seeks a deal in
Vietnam, not  only to maintain
the interests of imperialism in
Indochina but to free his hands in
order to launch a full-fledged

attack on the American working
" class..

The deeper‘ the crisis becomes
and the greater the capitulation
of the Stalinists, the more Nixon

will sharpen his knives for all-out -

war against the Soviet Umon and
China:

The agreement on limitation of
nuclear arms is a’cynieal: and
fraudulent cover for these plans.
The _real counter—revolutmnary
agreements being worked out in
Moscow are heing kept out of the
press. ;

The Vietnamese people have

(Continued On Page 18)

Canadum Unionists Call For

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER -

MONTREAL—-The Canadian Labor Congress held its ninth
Constitutional Convention in Ottawa last weekend. One thou-
- sand eight hundred delegates attended, representmg 1.7
million workers across the country. -
_unions in Quebec. “This'. reac-

- ‘The convention met - in the
midst of the crisis in Quebec fol-
lowing the passing of Bill 19 to

‘ ban.the Common Front strike
and the jailing of the three
Quebec trade union leaders.

At the opening of the conven-

tion, an emergency resolution
- was. unanimously . passed. con-
.demning the actions of the

‘Quebec -government "and de-:

- manding the repeal of Bill 19 and

.. the release of the trade union -

‘leaders. -

~ But the CLC leadershlp hmlted, )

the effect of the resolution by of-
fering to act as “‘mediators’’ be-
" tween the government and  the

i

tionary proposal was opposed by
large sections of the delegates
from every part of the country
who demanded concrete action to

“support the Quebec workers.

BARRAGE
Delegates

vernment could: get away with

-these attacks, no. vumon in the

country was safe

John Clout of .the UAW in St.
Catherinie’s, Ontario stated:
‘‘Passing -resolutions is. not

from other
provinces, in outlining the bar--
“rage of anti-unjon laws they face,

‘stated that if the Quebec go-

enough and what we should do is ‘

tell the Quebec government that

if Bill 19 isn’t replaced and am--

nesty given to all the jailed trade
unionists then we should close
every plant, mine and mill in the
country.”

The resolution submitted to the

convention by Vancouver Local -

452.of the United Brotherhood of

Carpenters and Joiners of Ame- -

rica was extremely. s1gmf1cant

It called on.the CLC to-fight in

the next federal elections to
throw the Liberals out and to.
replace them with a New Demo-
cratic Party (the labor party of

- Canada) government.

The resolution cited the at-

‘tacks launched by the Trudeau

government against the working
class and noted in particular that
the.government had ‘‘de-

British Prime Minister Heath smirks after speaking to crowd of
Tory women about his plans to attack the working class.

SLL Calls For
Councils Of-Action
For General Strike

_ BY MELODY FARROW
Brltlsh Prime Minister Edward Heath is turning
the statement he made to the United Nations in 1970

that thls will be a perxod of “c1v1l war’’ into a

reality. ,
Heath and the Tory govern-
ment. are” stepping up their

plans to force a showdown

with British workers as strike
action on the docks and in rail

. becomes inevitable.

The results of the rail ballot
due May 29th, is certain to be an
overwhelming Yes vote in favor
of further industrial action for a
higher wage. The compulsory
ballot followed the expiration of

. a 14 day cooling off period.

~ DOCKERS

On June 2nd, dockers are
pledged to close down the ports
to resolve the question of con-
tainer handling and other de-
mands. -

The attempt of the "National
Industrial Relations Court to
force the leaders of the Trans-
port and General Workers Union
to halt the container boycott has
been smashed by the rank and
file dockers.

In the ports of Hull, L1verpool
Manchester and Preston union
officials pleaded in vain with
‘workers to call off the boycott

and obey the dictates of the Tory -
Led by militant shop

eourt.
stewards_whose authority and

rlghts are under attack by the
court, thousands of dockers voted
to defy the court orders and re-

_affirmed their June 2nd strike
-deadline.

: RECALL

Forty four delpgates at the
annual conference of the railroad
engineers union adopted a motion
to recall the Trade Unions
Congress to prepare a fight
against the government ‘‘in-

volving all forms of political and

industrial action.”

.- One hundred delegates of the

Liverpool Trades - Council also

" called for a recall of the TUC and

added a special motion to set up a
Council of Action ‘‘to organize an
immediate response to govern-
ment action against the dockers
and to unite the whole of Mersey-
side in struggle against the Tory

.government.”

Heath and the employers have

arrogantly refused to even dis-
cuss the issues with the workers -

and have chosen instead to con-
sciously provoke the working
class into a general strike. The

Tories have wielded the Na--

tional Industrial Relations Bill in
(Continued On Page 18)

NDP Governmenf

lzberately created mass unem-
ployment to counter inflation.”

CAMPAIGN
Many. of the delegates wanted

this resolution passed and an all- :
" out campaign planned . for the

next election to force the Li-
berals out. and -bring the NDP to
" power.

But . the CLC leadershlp which

- officially supports the NDP, re-
- fused to bring the resolution up
for discussion at the convention.
CLC " President Donald Mac-
Donald, in his address to the con-
vention, pointed out the “vicious
and deliberate” nature of the
attacks that workers have faced
from  this. government, but for
him the solution did not lie in
fighting to: brmg the NDP to
power

On the second to last day of the
convention, David Lewis, fe-
deral NDP leader, addressed the
congress. He suggested that the
way the unions should counter
this and establish ‘‘better in-
dustrial relations” was to aban-
don ‘“‘extravagant demands” at
the start of negotiations. -

Lewis’ remarks came in the

‘midst of a campaign by the NDP

leaders to witch-hunt militants in
the NDP especially in the Waffle
caucus in preparation for the

_ coming fedéral elections.

Those delegates who posed the
fight to bring the NDP to power
show the way forward to defeat
the attacks and defend the un-
ions. But this means a fight
against. MacDonald and Lewis
and against the right wing inside
the trade unions and the NDP.

SR
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Rank and file caucus leader Nat Mosley at St. Louis GMAD plant won election to district commitee,

Rank-And-File Leader Wins
Vote In St. Louis UAW Elechon

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER

ST. LOUIS—Nat Mosley, Chairman of the UAW Local 25 Rank and File
Caucus, defeated two opponents in the election held last week for District Com-

mitteeman.

Mosley ran for Committee-
man in Departments Six and
Seven night shift in the Cor-
vette plant. He received 43
votes. The other two can-

didates received 38 and 20.

Throughout the plant there
were numerous upsets as
many incumbents were de-
feated. There was a record
turn-out at the elections re-
flecting the deep dis-
satisfaction of the ramks in
this GMAD plant.
'Mosley, running on the
program of the Rank and File
Caucus, centered the fight
against the Woodcock leadership
and g program for the 1973 na-
tional and local contract. The
program raised demands for-an
end to unemployment through
the 35 hour work week at 40 hours
pay; retirement after 25 years of
service regardless of age with
$750 a month pension and that Ja-
nuary 15th, the birthdate of Dr.
Martin Luther King be made a
national holiday for all UAW
members, Black and white.

" Last year Mosley was fired

from- the plant when he led a -

wildcat called by the Black
Caucus. He was reinstated in
March of this year. He is theonly
worker who led g wildcat to ever
be elected to a union position in
the history of the plant.

RED-BAITING
The local leadership did every-
thing it could to prevent Mosiey
from winning the election. They

started a red-baiting campaign
and tried to discredit him as a
“wildcatter” and a “Black
racist.”

Despite. this, Mosley received
an overwhelming vote from both
Black and white workers. The
workers in this plant are faced
with increasing attacks under
GMAD. Line speed-ups and
layoffs have led to an increasing
nimber of grievances.

These grievances have been
piling up and have been swept
under the rug by the present
union leadership. Rank and file
members are now turning to the
Rank and File Caucus.

FIGHT

After the election members of
the caucus told the Bulletin:

“We know that Nat on his own
will not even have a say in the
1973 contract. We have to extend
the fight throughout the plant, to
win support for these demands.
This ‘means the building of a
rank-and-file caucus. It even has
to go further than that, it has to
go national to do any good.

“We've got to get rid of Wood-
cock. Woodcock has not even
issued one statement on GMAD,
which is the most important
issue facing auto workers today.
Also he collaborated with the
Pay Board for so long.

“““The government is control-

ling the wages of workers

through the Pay Board, while the
companies are making huge
profits. The bureaucrats are al-
lowing this. The unions will only
regain their bargaining power
when they break from all ties to

the government, and this means
from the two parties of the
bosses.

“This is going to require a new
leadership. A lot of workers are
no longer willing to identify with
the ‘Democrats or the Re-
publicans. Now, with the elec-
tions coming up, it is the best
time to push for the building of a
labor party.”

PAGE 3

GMAD Boss

Boasts Plan

To Smash

e .
Avto Union
BY JOHN WERNER

DAYTON OHIO—James Good, Dayton Daily
News Economic Editor and chlef talker for the

Dayton Frigidaire wage cut-speed-up plan, got

together in Detroit with GMAD’s boss Godfrey. It
should be noted that Godirey got his start as a boss
here in Dayton at Frigidaire in the 30’s.

Godfrey told Good:

“You people in Dayton know
what can happen. Look what
nearly happened at Frigidaire.”
(Frigidaire used the blackmail
threat of plant removal {o scare
the IUE International and local
leaders into surrender.) “I am
not pessimistie.” (Geveral Mo-
tors’ profits were the highest in
history last quarter!) “I think we
can solve our problems, but if we
don't the auto industry may not
be too far away from being a
Frigidaire itself.”

Godfrey told Good:

“If 'a man works 60 minutes an
hour, that’s full - productivity.
Youth isn’'t necessarily the
problem, although we do know a
little less ahout the long-hairs.
Sure, some people are unsuited
for assembly work, and they
should get out. They know what
they're getting into. They com-
plain; and yet if we closed Lords-

town and then re-opened it we .

would get 50,000 apphcatlons

‘ FRINGE

Godfrey while openly casting
fond eyes on the so-called Frigi-
daire solution of contraci~busting
wage cuts, also has his eyes on
destmymg all the fringe benefits,
gains the workers in auto have
made through the years, stating:

“Workers - aren’t * motivated
anymore. There are pensjons and
subsistence pay insarance,
workmen's compensation, all
these high benefit plans take
desire away.”

Thus Godfrey has clearly
stated General Motors’ goal to

_ BY ABULLETIN REPORTER
NORWOOD, Ohio, May 28—-With the strike at the General

Motors plant here entermg its eighth week, no negotiations are

taking place.

One picket stated that “The
International Representatives
went back  to Detroit last
Tuesday May 23 and negotia-
tions won't begin again until next
week.”’

Another worker said: “They
(the company) say they don’t
have to negotiate. Negotiations
are getting nowhere. It looks like
we’li be here till De:cember "

INTERNATIONAL

The workers picketing the
plant, united in their hatred of
the company, are expressing in-
creasing disillusionment with the
International and the local lea-
dership. The failure of the
leadership to force the issue of a
general shutdown. of all the
General Motors plants at the
Convention has left the Norwood
local out by itself without sup-
port.

When asked for his reaetmn o

the UAW. Convention, a pzeke:t
said: It looks like they didn’t do
anything. Only four plants said
they would support us. Willow
Run said: ‘They're gonna rum,’
but they setiled without a
strike.”

BITTER
Several workers said that they
should have gone out at the same
time that Lordstown did. Ope
group of - workers -were  espe-

cially bitter against the union

leadership, pointing out that;

“We should have ‘struck in Fe- -

bruary when we started rpaking
the Chevy Two's before the com-
pany had a surplus.”

One worker in this group said:
“Norwood is the fall patsy for the
other General Motors locals.
This is where the company can

show that they can close the

plant down and not hurt, as-an

'example to the other Jocals.”’

smash all the fringe benefits of .

the General Motors workers and
reduce them to the level before
the great sit-down strikes of the
1920's.

CHEATED

GM's record of blocking all
supplementary unemployment

benefit pay for five years now .-

can be seen in a new light.
Norwood workers and all GM
workers have been cheated out of
this money consistently for
years, even though it is part of
their contract. :

Godfrey views the smashmg of

all these minimal fringe benefits. -
as -essential to terrorizing the

workers - into - accepting all-out
speed-up. The withholding of the

-SUB benefits has been an impor- .

tant weapon in General Motors’
“'starve or surrender’’ policy.

o POLITICAL

“GM’'s Godfrey sees the resis-
tance of Lordstown workers and =
their union as resxstance to the
state, stating:

“It was political fighting with

this shop committee that was
behind the fight at Lordstown.”

General Motors, reacting to
the collapse of the post-war
monetary system, clearly poses
to the auto workers the need to
break from pure trade unionism
and to build an openly political
movement for state power, a

labor party to smash General .

Motors' plans for destruction of
the United Auto Workers.

UAW Isolates Norwood Ranks

This arrogant attitude. is mow

sharply expressed in the state-
ments of GMAD head man,
Joseph Godfrey.

Most of the workers summa-
rized the sitnation by stating -
that: ““We’ll be back in the plant
about July 4th with some of the
demands settled. Then a few

" weeks later when the re-tooling
starts we’ll be laid off again,”” -
* A couple of the workers stated

that: ‘“When the changeover
starts in September, the contract
won’{ be any good because they’ll
change the jobs.”

At the same time,‘mostbf thé o
workers still show that they are’

looking for the kind of fight that
¢an win them all their demands
and are willing fo fight to the
end towin, -

“The most urgent need is to take
this fight now into the UAW to .

shut down all of GM, beginning -

with those plants such as St

“Lovls GMAD which have’ ap«

pmved strike deadhnes

ke
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Crisis Erupfts Inside
Rebel Miners Meeﬂng

BY DAN FRIED

WHEELING, W. Va., May 27—More than 450 registered delegates members
of the United Mme Worker" Union, gathered here this weekend in‘'a convention
called by the Miners for Democracy '

The central demand of the
‘MFD is for the re-establish-
"-ment of district autonomy un-
‘der which all the district offi-
cers would be elected direct-
ly, rather than appointed by
the International as is the cur-
~-rent practice in most dis-
tricts.

Joseph P. Yablonskl ‘the
founder of the MFD, was
.murdered together with his wife
and daughter, allegedly. by

» henchmen of UMW President
Tony Boyle after he had launched
this fight for autonomy and for a
‘“Miner’s Bill of Rights.”

The “aim of the convention,
which brought together workmg
‘miners. from all the major coal

mining areas, was to prépare a -

“platform and select a slate of
three candidates for the top of-

- fices of the International union in

" a federal court ordered election,

7 ‘which. will probably be held in
© December. -

~In the only contest for selec-

-tion' of norninees for the post of

- president, Arnold Miller, chair-

~ ‘man of the West Virginia_ Black.
- 'Lung’ Asscciation, defeated Mike

Trbovich of Clarkswlle ‘Pa. by a

‘vote of 79.9-to 57.1.:

Trbovich, formerly considered

“‘the front runner, was Yablonski’s
campaign manage_r in 1970 and-

perhaps his' closest confidante.
The election of Miller, who is not
identified with the -Yablonski
group but has a longer history of
indépendent opposition to Boyle,

reflects the underlying distrust
- by wide sections of the rank and.

file of Yablonski and his group as
simply another bureaucracy to
replace Boyle.

The movemient of the UMW
rank and. file against the Boyle
bureaucracy now’ threatens to
wipe out all bureaucratic control
of the union in preparation for.a

~ political fight against the coal

operators. and their government
lackeys.

It was the fear of such a rank
and file movement which will
pose the question of the defeat of

_the Pay Board, of the formation

of a labor party and -the nation-

-alization of the mines, that was
-behind the expulsion of Bulletin
. salesmen and a Bulletin reporter

from the convention grounds,
The expulsion, supported by

the ‘top' MFD leaders including
Trbovich, was carried out after a -
nounced after the Board of
-Estimate - voted against rai-

successful sale of the Bulletin

and a great mterest in the paper

had been expressed by the dele-
. gates at the conventlon

: SUPPORT

The basis for the widespread
support among rank and file
miners for the MFD is because
they see the issue of democracy
and curruption in the union as
part of the struggle to stop
sellout ' contracts, provide for
mine safety, and establish better
working conditions and retire-
ment benefits.

This was expressed in discus-
sions with miners from Mingo
County after last month’s MFD
conference in Charleston, West
Virginia. One of thé miners who
attended that conference told the

(Continued on Page 18)

Pay Board
Robs Sunbeam
Toolmakers Of
14% Increase

BY AN IAM MEMBER
CHICAGO—Victor Horvat, managing business director of
the Chicago Tool and Die Makers Union Local 113 IAM,

| MFD Ieaders speak at press conference during convenhon nd ffrom left, Joseph Rauh Cenier, succeeded in wrestling a nearly 14 percent increase from the
‘Convention Chairman Carl Cafton. Second from: right, rank and file ‘leader Mike Trbovich. Sunbeam Corporation two months ago, without a strike. It was

hailed throughout the union as an important v1ctory

Sunbeam -is the most impor-
tant contract for Chicago tool-
makers this year, partly because
it is the largest shop in the union.
But more fundamentally because
it represents a major attempt to
close the gap on the growing
wage disparity among the 88
shop Local 113.

Sunbeam’s' scale was $4.95
while standard was considered
$6.40.

It now appears that the Pay
Board has. stolen this contract,
leaving Sunbeam workers with
only 7 percent. This blow has

,caused a very deep movement

among the rank and file which
the union leadership is seeking to
reflect with talk of repealing the
Pay Board decision and state-
ments that “There is still a

. chance for the Sunbeam con-

tract.”

CRAZY
One Sunbeam worker ex-

plained what happened in the fol-

lowing way: “‘One minute you
have a contract, the next minute
you don’t. The government must
be crazy to think it can get away

BY KAREN FRANKEL
NEW YORK—In the face of a $24 million deficit in
the City budget, Mayor Lindsay is reviving plans for

- payless furloughs for City workers as well as

program cuts aimed at laymg off sectrons of civil

service employees.
The need for cuts was an--

'»lUE Mlhtanfs Seek United Action

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER

' DAYTON OHIO May 21—At the regular monthly meeting of Internatmnal Umon of
Electrical Workers (IUE) Local 801 at Frigidaire held here today, the local leadershlp gave a
report on the recent meeting of the JUE General Motors Conference Board.

" 'This Board consists ‘of local
‘presidents and shop committee
chairmen -of ‘all the IUE locals
that have contracts w1th General
Motors. - -

The ‘main point of the report
was - to-'support a‘request that
- whenever any -sister local ‘went

. out on strike; the-union dues of
the “other locals could be'in-

creased for the duration of that

strike in order to support them.
~“The point was:raised on-the
floor that there:had- been no

-bulletin posted prior to the
meeting that a vote was to be -

taken on -this issue.. This is re-
= v’ qmred by the local constitution.

-Local 801 President Arnold -

~Thompson replied that it wasmnot
‘a real vote,” just-a recommen-
dation ‘and that if ‘the Interna-
tional Executive Board approved
it, it would then be sent back to
: 'the locals for ratification. '
In.the disdussion,- the

i _-"recommendatxon was opposed by

- militants. in the local. Distriet

~committeeman Tom Miller

posed the question: “Would it not

‘be far more effective for the IUE

to take out all their locals in

,support of the strike rather than

give monetary support to an
isolated strike?” .

wering. Thompson- finally
replied, attempting to twist and

~ distort the point, claiming' that .
-this would mean a long drawn out -

strike of the entire IUE. But the
point. that Thormpson. could not

‘answer{was that if a single GM

(IUE) 'local such as Frigidaire

were to strike; then all IUE-GM
locals should strike, because they -
‘are all faced with the same at-

tacks. The fight to bring the GM

auto workers (UAW) out in sup-

port could-then be taken up.
The ‘motion carried only by 4

' ‘votes, even though supported by

the leadership,
Following. the meetmg, a drs-

cussion. around  this point took

place. In reply to a statement by
another committeeman that such
a policy “‘would. be against the

B

law of the 1and ” Mlller and-a
group- of “younger workers

" pointed out that the labor move- -

ment itself'was built in a direct
conflict with ~*‘the law “of - the

: ~-land,” and that “‘the laws of the~
There was a long delay in ans-

-land were designed and made for
and by the rich and designed to
curtail ‘the movement of the
workers.'’

The' supporter of ““the law of

~ the land”’ was asked whether any

of ‘the delegates to the IUE na-

tional convention; to be held at

the énd of June, would raise the
need for breaking with the Demo-
cratic and Republican parties
and forming a labor party, at the

- convention. There was no reply.

WT,he International Executive

- Board is expected to approve the
dues: increase motion which will -

be sent back ‘to the: locals: for
Tratification. Local 801 militants
are now. preparing to ‘defeat it
and to take up the fight for the
IUE to support the formation of a
labor party. ‘

sing Water rates.

Lindsay is pointing his kmfe at
what he considers the weakest
link in the chain of civil service
‘unions. The Social Service Em-
ployees Union is in a dangerous
position for two reasons: one is
the newly elected right-wing un-
ion. leadership  headed by Bart
Cohen, ‘and the second is the

weakening of the power of a -

section of the membership due to

-~ its loss of job function. Since the

reorganization ' of the . De-
partment of Social Ser-
vices -and the replacement of
high-paid  caseworkers " by
clerical’ personnel, the case-
workers. have' become virtually
superfluous.

- CRISIS
This crisis was reflected in the
first meeting'called by the union
leadership since its election.
Cohen made it clear in his report

to the membershlp at the - .

meeting that he was going to
continue. on. his - capitulatory
course with the City.

He had put up no fight when the
City demoted a whole section of
provisional caseworkers to

clerical positions, and he stated -
-his intention to ‘allow the City to

move excess social service staff
wherever it wanted.

-The Committee for a New
Leadership led-the fight against
Cohen’s retreat before the City.

with that. We are way under
scale, and by the government’s

own rules we should be gettmg
the.full 13.7 percent.”

A steward from a different
shop offered the following obser-
vation: ““If Sunbeam can’t break
the 7 percent maximum, when
they are a dollar behind scale,
then what the hell are the
chances of any other shop
breaking the 7 percent.”

BY-LAW STRUGGLE

This crisis was sharply evident
at the recent By-Law meeting
where the Horvat leadership
blocked with the opposition to
strike down the notorious control
clause in the Local 113 by-laws
which makes expulsion manda-
tory for any member found guilty
of distributing ‘‘printed or
written material” or petitions
“without the express approval of
the Executive Board.” r

This sudden liberalism is not a
response to pressure against the
control clause but to a far deeper
movement centering on the loss
of the Sunbeam contract.

Budget Crisis Threatens City labor

Bart Coheﬁ

A motion calling for non-coopera-
tion with the movement of staff
until the City’s plans are’fully
negotiated and voted on by the
ranks was passed over-
whelmingly, as well as a motion
calling for the rescinding of the
position taken regarding the
provisional caseworkers.
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In those areas where poverty is
most severe, one finds the grea-
test number of politicians
claiming to be the best friends
the working man ever had. This
is certainly the law in Alabama,
where there is a greater concen-
tration of poor people and under-
paid workers than almost any-
where else in the United States.

Former Governor James E.
“Big Jim” Folsom taught a
generation of Alabama politi-
cians the wisdom of aiming
public speeches at the working
class population; and George
Wallace was among his pupils.
But this pupil soon surpassed his
teacher.

Not long after winning a seat in
the Alabama legislature in 1948,
Wallace delivered an emotional
address on the evils of the sales
tax. It was, he declared, an un-
fair burden on the working man.
As we pointed out in last week’s
Bulletin, George Wallace has im-
posed a greater assortment of
sales taxes on the working people
than any other governor in Ala-
bama history.

Speeches don't mean very
much in Alabama—or for that
matter, in any other part of the
United States, But George
Wallace took the art of publie
lying to a new plateau.

His claim to represent the in-
terests of workers contradicts all
the facts of his political career.
One of the reasons why it became
so important for Wallace to por-
tray himself as the “‘friend of the
little man' was because his
record was so openly pro-big
business.

WALLACE ACT

There is a bill in Alabama
known as the Wallace Act. It
became law in 1950. George
Wallace is very proud of it. What
it does is allow a corporation to
enter Alabama and set up shop
without paying a cent. Under
Wallace’s bill Alabama posts
bond in order to finance the plant
and all the equipment it needs.
The corporation is required only
to repay its lease on very favor-
able and lengthy terms.

This law could not have been
thought up by 2 man who is deter-
mined to end special privileges.
The Wallace Act was the product
of a man devoted to the corpora-
tions and the men who own them.

Naturally, Wallace tries to con-
ceal this. But behind the closed
doors of the State House or when
speaking as the guest of honor at
a banquet sponsored by indus-
trialists, Wallace says what is
really on his mind:

“Private property and the free
enterprise system are under at-
tack by the liberal-socialist-
communist crowd.

“It's not the business of
government to tell a business-
man how to run his business.

Wallace
Really
Stands

“QOur attitude on industry is
best gauged by our recognition
that profits are the key to con-
tinued industrial growth. We are
dedicated to and believe in the
free-enterprise system. Ala-
bamians want state industries to
operate profitably.”

Are these the statements of a
man really concerned with the
needs of the working class? On
the causes of inflation, Wallace
blames the unions and the
workers:

“If a wage increase is given
and the production does not in-
crease commensurate with the
wage increase, you have in-
tlation.”

When it comes down to the.

essential economic issues,
Wallace stands with Nixon,
Humphrey, McGovern and all the
hankers and big corporations
who control the Democrats and
the Republicans. He goes along
with the lie that workers cause
inflation by not earning their
wage increases. No less than
Nixon, George Wallace believes
that the solution to the economic
crisis is to be found in wage
freezes, speed-up and unem-
ployment. George Wallace did
not win the votes of Michigan
auto workers by admitting that
he intends to punish them for
inflation. In his demagogic
speeches, he did not have one
word to say about Alabama’s low
wages, high sales tax, low
property tax, or the state's
“right-to-work” law.

CONVINCED
But his positions on these
issues are well-known to the
wealthy bankers and indus-

‘trialists of Alabama. In the

course of his long political
career, Wallace has convinced
them that he can be trusted to
resist the struggle of workers to
improve their standards of
living. There are many rich men
in the South (and a growing
number in the rest of the coun-
try) who would like to help Wal-
lace in order to help themselves.

The campaigns of George Wal-
lace are well-financed affairs. In
1968, running as a third party
candidate, Wallace raised close
to seven million dollars, perhaps
even more. It is true that he does
receive a large amount of money
in small contributions. But the
backbone of his drive for power
are the large donations that only
the rich can afford.

Not- all of Wallace’s big sup-
porters contribute openly. It is
extremely difficult to get the
names of those backing him this
year. Wallace is making an effort
to-cover up the openly racist and
reactionary character of his
campaign, and therefore the rich
Wallaceites are writing checks
less ostentatiously than they did
in 1968.

RIGHT-WING
But by going over the 1968 sup-
porters as well as the infor-
mation available about his 1970
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Nixon visited Wallace in Alabama in 1971 (above). Shortly after that, Internal Revenue Service dropped
a case against Wallace’s brother and Wallace decided to run as a Democrat instead of as an independent.

and 1§72 campaigns, one can see
more clearly the anti-labor and
right-wing forces that are
gathered around Wallace. Promi-
nent ameong his supporters are
men who have closed down plants
to prevent unionization or have
slashed wages.

Ear] Goodwin, who supervised
Wallace's national fund raising in
1968, is vice-president of the Bush
Hog Manufacturing Company in
Selma. The firm refused to
bargain with a local of the United
Steelworkers. Commenting on
Wallace's close ties with
Goodwin, Steelworkers FPresi-
dent I.W. Abel stated: “‘Mr.
Wallace likes to talk about law
and order yet here is a case of a
top Wallace lieutenant not only
ignoring the law but provoking
violence by recruiting strike-
breakers.”

One of the biggest contri-
hutors to the Wallace movement
is the arch-reactionary bil-
lionaire, H.L. Hunt. He donated a
large amount of money in 1968,
and a Wallace aide reported that
Hunt handed the candidate $300,-
000 in Dallas last year. It is re-
ported—though uncon-
firmed—that Hunt's son re-
cently gave $15,000.

In 1965, Hunt closed an oil plant
down after his employees voted
to affiliate with the Teamsters.
Several months later, he re-
opened the plant but without 65
workers who had been involved
in the union drive. The National
Labor Relations Board examiner
investigated the case and found
that Hunt ‘“‘feigned a permanent
closing...as a device to get rid of
the union and its supporters.”

BRUTAL

Financier Edward Ball, the
head of the two billion dollar
DuPont Estate banking-indus-
trial empire, created the “Com-
mittee For Integrity In Govern-
ment’" in order to back Wallace.
Ball is ameng the most brutal
labor-haters alive in the world.
He owns the Talisman Sugar Co.,
where workers have bheen
reduced to slavery and work
heneath rifle-bearing task-
masters.

The chairman of the Commit-
tee, Claude Tomkins, stated in
1968: “We're pretty solid for
Wallace. We figure he's our only
hope.”” What Ball is hoping for is

« the destruction of the trade union
. movement. He ran the Florida

Fast Coast Railway for years as

a scab operation rather than set-
tle with striking railroad
employees.

After the 1968 campaign,
Wallace recognized the potential
which existed for collecting huge
sums from bankers and indus-
trialists; and greater effort has
been made to tap these sources.
$1000-a-plate dinners have been
organized regularly to fuel
Wallace with all the money he
needs. For those who cannot af-
ford a cool grand, there are
private receptions that cost only
3500. :

During his gubernatorial cam-
paign in 1970, Wallace let it be
known that he would be granting
special favors to those who at-
tended the fancy and expensive
dinners. “‘One banker was S0
overjoyed at the prospect,” re-
ported an Alabama newspaper,
“he is sending five persons—each
with $1000.”

OVERFLOWING
This year, the Wallace cam~
paign-chest is overflowing with
money. And a large part of that
money has been collected at
quiet luncheons like one held in

Birmingham last Febrnary. Thir-

ty five to 40 guests met with
Wallace and paid $1000 to $2000

each for the sirloin steak they -

were served. :

But they bought more. than
steak for their money, What i
of promises does Wallace make
to these union-busters at these
luxurious banquets? It is not like-
ly that he tells them that he will
“end tax-loopholes’” and make
them *‘pay their way.”

Nor js it likely that he tells
them what he says to workers at
rallies: “These big foundations
that the super-rich have shel-
tered their funds in, such as the
Carnegies and the Mellons and
the Fords and the Rockefellers
and the Ketterings and the
Sloans, they ought to be taxed
like the average business man is
taxed, and the average citizen,
and in my opinion, that will help
overcome inflation.”

As we have seen, George
Wallace Teally believes that
waorkers, not capitalism, are res-
ponsible for inflation; and that
the solution is greater produc-
tivity, not the taxation of the
corporations which pay next to
nothing in Alabama. -

. 1t would be interesting to know

what Wallace - discussed at the
(Giovernor’s mansion an evening
last March with 57 businessmen
who contributed $1500 each.
Among those who attended the
dinner were Tine Davis, a right-
winger and vice president of
Winn-Dixie supermarket chain,
who has furnished his jet for
Wallace's campaign; Horis Da-
vis, a Montgomery real estate
and insurance man who also
owns a hotel; T.B. Hill, chair-
man of the board of directors of
Union Bank in Montgomery; Ed
Burgreen, a leading asphalt con-
tractor:.and Glen Ireland, prési-
dent of Vulcan Materials of Bir-
mingham.

Another big contribution came
from the family of Leander H.
Perez, the late Louisiana
segregationist and anti-semite. -
This contribution of $15,000 con-
tinues a family tradition. Before
he died in 1969, Leander Perez
gave $5000 to the Wallace move-
ment. This notorious racist once
declared that ‘“‘the most dan-
gerous group in America today
are the Zionist Jews.”

The men who finance Wallace
are the men who control him.
Genrge Wallace is responsible to
the Hunts and the Goodwins and
the Balls; not the trade unionists
to whom he makes his dema-
gogic appeals.

Since he became governor in
1962, Wallace has rested upon the

- most reactionary sections of the

capitalist class. Those billion-
aire industrialists whose guiding
principle has been “No conces-
sion to the working class” and
who have entered every confron-. .
tation with their employees fully
armed for civil war, have nour-
ished the political career of
George Wallace.

The growth of Wallaceism into
a national movement signifies
the turn of broader sections of
the capitalist class toward the
policies of Hunt and Ball. Under
the pressure of the deep finan-
cial erisis, capitalism as a whole -
begins o look to George Wallace
as an alternative. .

The political program of
George Wallace is what H.L.
Hunt understands it to be: a
program designed fo crush the
trade nnions. This program can
only be exposed and stopped
through the immediate con-

. struction of a Iabor party. - .
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Gangs Cover Up
Youth Oppression
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Under Capitalism

BY ABBY RODRIGUEZ

NEW YORK—There has been a recent rise in the development of gangs
amongst the youth. In sections of the city such as the Bronx, Brownsville and in
other areas throughout the country, these gangs have grown to large numbers in
a short period of months. The Black Spades and the Tomahawks claim to have

over 450 members each.

Already in the Bronx many

have been arrested charged
with possession of dangerous
weapons and the reported
beatings by the police of inno-
cent youth -are growing.
Police agents and prova-
cateurs are busily at work
infiltrating these gangs and
supplying them with weapons
in order to set them up for
raids and frame-ups in the
. very manner in which -the

- Panthers were set up.

The development of soine kind
of leadership and organization
amongst youth was inevitable
because of the worsening con-
ditions of poverty and unem

ployment and the lack of leader-
ship from the political tendencies
that used to exist. It is from the

. very areas where the national-

ists such as the Panthers and the
Young Lords once had a base that

these gangs are now emerging, -

and it is one of the most dan-
gerous turns for the youth and
the working class.

The break-up of thé gangs in
the early 60s occurred because
youth needed a means in order to
fight capitalism. This required a
political turn and the nationa-
lists filled the leadership role for
a while. Some like the Young
Lords Party were formed from
gangs.

But the deepening crisis of

YS diSCUSSES need for dauly Marxist paper with Brrdgeporf youth.
$70 has been rarsed in raffle so far being held to aid Bulletin Fund Drive.

capitalism required another-leap
forward by these leadership. It
required the turn towards Marx-
ism and the history of the move-
ment which Huey Newton began
but did not carry out when he
turned to dialectics. Because .of
this the nationalists could no
longer - provide the leadership
required in this new period
leaving the youth now open to all
the attacks of the government.

STALINISTS

The revisionists and Stalinists -
played a central role in allowing

this reactionary turn towards
gangs.
cialist Alliance and the Commu-
nist Party which adapted com-
pletely to nationalism instead of
warning of the dangers that na-
tionalism. would lead to and
fighting to break the youth and

- turn them towards: questions of

Marxism.

Now the nationalists are com--
‘pletely with capitalism. The

Panthers are supporting the very
Democrats and Republicans who
support the attacks of the police
on the youth and the Stalinists
and revisionists have a major
responsibility for allowing this.
If there was a need for youth to
think politically in the early 60s,
today it is a hundred times more
urgent to do so. The gangs today
while some members are poli-
tical are not political as a whole.
The leadership which holds
positions ‘such as war-lords,
peace counselor, and Supreme,
are an elite clique whose deci-
sions are not to be argued or even
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It was the Young So-

Weekly 'Keep Left' Leads
Fight To Oust Tories

The monthly newspaper of the British Young Socialists,
Keep Left, has now developed into a weekly. This advance
is, as the transformation of the Workers Press into a daily
paper was to the Socialist Labour League, of tremendous
importance to the building of the Young Socialists, and to
the construction of the Trotskyist movement as a
whole. The role of the revolutionary newspaper is to train
and educate a cadre of revolutionaries, a cadre that will
play a decisive part in the construction of a revolutionary
party. That is the task that Keep Left is confronting.

In the first editorial of the new weekly it states: /At a
time when the Tories try to impose virtual dictatorship of
the state on the trade unions, we are confident of wide
support from the working class. Rank-and-file dockers and
railmen have shown their opposition to attacks on their
standard of living by the Industrial Relations Court.

“Keep Left will campaign unceasingly to politically
prepare the youth for the major class battles ahead. It will
fight o mobilize the working class to force the Tories out of
office.”

Each issue has articles concerning the struggles that the
youth are taking up. It runs stories about the events in the
schools, such as the wave of protests against corporal
punishment, the enforced use of uniforms, and the
“disgusting’’ school dinners. It carries the fight against
unemployment that is reaching tremendous heights among
the youth in Britain, and against the conditions that force
youth to take jobs paying only $15 to $20 a week. Frequently
it interviews prominent disc jockies, actors—people in-
volved with and around the youth.

This task is being carried out internationally by the
Trotskyist movement. The American Young Socialists have
only just started. The job before us is to build and expand
the YS, develop it theoretically, and lay the foundation for a
paper of our own. We must penetrate the youth, and at the
same time fight with them politically for a socialist con-
sciousness, for a revolutionary party, and a revolutionary
paper.

The editorial board of the Young Socialist salutes the

weekly Keep Left, the struggles that it has gone through in

bringing about this development, and the struggles that it

 will undergo in the future in the fight for revolution. We

draw from your history and carry it with us in the battle for

uUr newspaper and party, in our struggle for revolution.

questioned as in the ‘Toma-
hawks.” They treat the rest of
the members as if they were so
much dirt.

POLITICS

But the biggest obstacle is the
suppression ‘of political discus-
sions amongst most gangs which
at every point hinders the poli-
tical development of these
youths. This stifling of political
discussion is necessary so that
these leaders can maintain their
privileged positions at the ex-
pense of the rest of the members.

Cops Invade Stuyvesant High
BYHANK PADRO
'NEW YORK—Riot police invaded Stuyvesant
ngh School last Tuesday clubbing students and
breaking up a student strike. They were called in by
the school administration after students walked out,

blocking and chaining doors, in protest over the

expulsion of Howard Straker, a member of the
student government and the Black and Latino Union.

Aceording . to the school ' ad-
ministration, = Straker “was ex-
pelled for loitering and cutting
classes. Another student, Ri-
chard - Nagan, - a  member

.of the People’s: Coalition for

Peace and Justice, was sus-
pended for his participation in a
takeover of the principal’s office.
They were demanding to know
whether Straker had actually had
any record of loitering in the
school files. -

" As police closed in in front of

the door someone threw acid on
the students sending 7 to the hos-
pital. One girl reportedly had se-
cond and third degree burns.

Since the incident police have
stepped -up the patrol of the
school.

Stuyvesant has had a history of

.radical movements in the school.

During the height of the student
protest era most political tenden-
cies were present at this school.
Recently the bankruptey of
protest politics has had its effect
on Stuyvesant where student
protest had died down until this
incident. This action taken by the
administration and police ex-
poses the fear and extent to
which the government will go in
order to suppress any sign of
movement amongst the students.

This makes these gangs agents of
the very capitalist forces which
oppress the working class youth.

Many of these gangs are
waging a fight against the
pushers in the neighborhoods.
But this fight can not be effec-
tive without a fight against the
entire capitalist system which
allows and encourages the use of
dope.

What is required now is a

- revolutionary movement built on

Marxism and Trotskyism that
can lead a fight against capi-
talism. The only way forward for
these youth is through the Young
Socialists who are fighting
against unemployment and
calling on the unions to do so. The
Young Socialists have the only
program which unites all youth
and workers on a class basis
against the government.

The call for a 30 hour week at
40 hours pay can create more
Jobs for workers and youth. The
call for the building of a labor
party made up of workers and
youth against the Democrats and
Republicans is the only way
forward.

. There is nothing that youth can

accomplish by themselves
isolated from the power of the
working class, the unions. Gangs
will encourage more attacks by
the police who would be very
happy if this summer was to turn
into a gang war between unem-
ployed youth. The political ques-
tions facing these youth must be
taken up by the members of these
gangs and the program of the
Young Socialists as the only
alternative must be brought up.
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Nationalists rally several thouﬁand in Washington during African
Liberation Day last Saturday behind bankrupt reformist program.

Chicago Students And

Teachers Protest Cuts

BY A YOUNG SOCIALIST REPORTER
CHICAGO—The Young Socialists here have opened up a

campaign throughout the city mobilizing youth in support of

the teachers union to ﬁght for the restoration of all the cuts

against the recent attacks on the
educational opportunities for
working class youth. The an-
nouncement of the cutting out of
art, music and gym in Chicago
has been met with a series of
actions by students and teachers.

Protesting the cuts, students
participated in walkouts in-
volving around 5,000 students
from 18 different high schools.
500 students marched from Lake
View, Farragut, Marshall, and
Crane High Schools to the offices
of the Board of Education.

On Saturday May 20th a
citizen’s action group called
S.0.M.E. which contains many
music teachers called a rally to

protest the elimination of the
programs at the schools. The
protest called for students tn
march with instruments repre-
senting a death march leading to
the Civic Center.

The strike by the teachers un-
ion that was scheduled has been
called off. However, this is the
only way to fight against the
attacks on the living standards of
workers and youth.

The ¥YS is building a move-
ment that can lead youth away
from protest politics and towards
the trade unions who have the
power to confront the govern-
ment. If the situation is bad now,
without the added cuts, imagine
how far worse it will be next
year.

'Young Socialist

Budget Slashes Pose Need For
Unity Of Teachers and Students

BY KIKI MENDEZ

New York City has announced that the city budget will be cut again. One of
the city councilmen put forward the proposal of having extra students placed
into classrooms of 28 and lower. This will mean that 1,750 teachers would lose
their jobs, which would save the city 25 million dollars.

The last budget cuts left the
schools with overcrowded
classrooms, shortage of
school supplies and the whole
breakdown of school facili-
ties. The current proposed
budget would mean over-
crowding of the classrooms
which would make it impos-
sible for the students to learn.

It is under these conditions that
the United Federation of Tea-
chers (UFT) was forced to
merge with the American Asso-
ciation of Teachers creating the
largest teachers union in the
country.

The union is demanding a basic
salary scale of 12,500 to 25,000
annually. The present salary
scale is $9,400 to $13,950 after
seven and a half years ex-
perience. This reaches far over
the 5.5 percent increase allowed
by the Pay Board.

Instead of using this force for a
fight against the wage .board,
Shanker has put forward another
proposal to campalgn ofi. The
union president has called for

safer conditions and the need for
more cops in the school. The
demand is for a trained security
guard for every 175 high school
students.

This is a vicious attack on the
students and preparation for the
sell out of the teachers.

With the largest teachers union
in the country, which can wage a
strong fight against the Pay
Board and win its contract propo-
sal, Shanker is scared of the poli-
tical fight against his friends on
Capitol Hill and completely
dropped  the major proposal in-
venting one which will only lead
to the weakening of the teachers’
union.

The NAACP and various
nationalist organizations are pre-
paring to take action against the
union demand. They have issued
a call to their members and
Black teachers to keep the
schools open in September in
order to oppose a possible
teacher strike.

At Jefferson High School in
Brooklyn all of these elements
are coming to a head.

The . Jefferson teachers and
students have a tradition of
strong militancy. Throughout the
years they have come out against
the war and the killings on the
campuses.

Recently the administrator had

Louis Farrakhan as a guest
speaking in favor of capitalism
and community control. His
speech centered on an attack on
the teachers and used racist
propaganda to create a racial
disturbance.
" Some teachers protesting
Farrakhan's appearance drew up
a petition against the principal
who supports community control
and used the Farrakhan issue to
divide the teachers making it
seem as if it is a white vs. Black
issue.

The Young Socialists are calling
for the teachers and students to
take forward the fight against the
government for decent working
and. learning conditions and

- salaries. The rank and file of the
~ UFT has to take action against

Shanker’s proposal and his
attempts to-sell out the union.

YSA AND THE 'ANTI-WAR UNIVERSITY'

BY PAT CONNOLLY AND ED SMITH

Stop the klllmgs' No more
Augustas! No more Kents!

Several months after the Kent State-Cambodia events, Socxahst Workers
Party National Organization Secretary Jack Barnes outhned the political
method by which the SWP and YSA based their activities on the campuses.
Speaking at the 1970 Socialist Actmst and Educational Conference, Barnes
stated:

%
1
§
r
:
4
:

“Many of the factors we
look back on now as impor-
tant were not
pag; ;WC‘ clearly seen as
fhree-parf Such at the
series  time...What is
decisive is
whether you are absorbing
the new experiences, while
youw're trying to understand
what is happening, and while
you’re applying class struggle
principles to unanticipated
forms of struggle, you act as
revolutionists. If you act as
revolutionists, you’ll be able
to absorb politicially and
theoretmany what is hap-
penmg and changing and
affect it.”

What Barnes outlines in cap—
sule form here is the political
method upon which the YSA
based ifs practxce during Kent
State: that is, pragmatism. The
historically developed theory of
the revolutionary movement,
Trotskyism, is thrown out the
window. Instead the YSA enters
the various surface movements
thrown up by capitalist soexety,
absorbs ‘‘new experiences’’
while “‘acting as a revolu-
tionist,”” and sees what kind of
activity works in terms of
makmg some organizational
gains in these surface
movements.

The Transitional Program, the
whole historically developed
strategy of the Marxist move-

ment is liguidated and the road is

open for its replacement by the
“new radicalization,” the anti-
war university and dissolving the

revolutionary movement into
protest politics.

This turn to pragmatism by the
SWP produced the whole struggle
and split between the Interna-
tional Committee and the SWP.
The SWP-YSA reunited with the
Pabloites of the United Secre-
tariat on the common ground of
pragmatism. Pragmatism is the
philosophical foundation of
Pabloism.

This becomes clear when we
examine the resolution on the
student movement of the Pab-
loites’ presented. by the United
Secretariat, published by the
YSA under the title, The World-
wide Youth Radicalization and

the Tasks of the Fourth Interna-

tional. ,

It is significant that at the last
Pabloite Congress there was a
disagreement between those who
wanted to completely liquidate
the movement into Castroism,
guerriltaism and the -like, and
others backed by the SWP, who
saw this as “a departure from
the road of Trotskyism.” But
both the opposed sides supported
this resolution. From this resolu~
tion comes the SWP’s approach
to the student: movement, in-
cluding the anti-war university
and its actwltles during Kent
State.

The resolution is based on the
neo-capitalist theories of Ernest
Mandel. No development of a
capitalist crisis arising from the
fundamental cont_radictmns of
capitalist society is seen by
the Pabloites. The movement of

the students instead stems from

the colonial repression of the
capitalists, various structural

problems not yet ironed out in
this new “‘neo-capitalist system”
and the consequent feelings of
alienation produced among the
students and intellectual middle
class.

Starting from a completely su-
perficial and empirical analysis,
the Pabloite resolution comes
to the conclusion that what-
ever was happening during the 20
years of the’ capitalist boom
would continue to happen. The

- resolution states:

“The enhanced social weight
and political impact of the stu-

dent movement derive from the -

fundamental changes that have
taken place in the sphere of
education under pressures from
the scientific, technological and
industrial advances involved in
the ‘third industrial revolution.’
These ecomomic conditions re-
quire larger numbers of better
educated people not only among
the administrators and superin-
tendents  of the - productive
process but also in the work force
at all levels of industry and
trade...It has also resulted in the
increasing proletarianization of
white-collar workers as intellec-
tual Iabor is introduced into the
productive process on a larger
and larger scale and the relative
weight of unskilled manual labor
is reduced in the productive
process.”

The argument here is based on

the assumption of the continuing -

of the postwar capitalist boom:
an assumption now completely
discredited precisely by the
breakup of the boom with the

collapse of the dollar and the
~ necessity of Nixon and the Pay
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Nixon'’s Cambodia gamble;
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30 actions

May 22, 1970 front page of Mmtam, SWP-YSA paper, shows
how revisionists’ theary of ““new radicalization”” led to impotent

protest before capitausts' aﬂacks on youth and working class.

Board to begin the process of
‘breaking down the unions and
living standards built up by the
working class internationally. In
fact, the: appearance of this
breakdown on the surface was
first manifested in this country
precisely during the Kent State
upsurge and the massive wildeat
rebellion of the: Teamsters m
which the National Guard
was brought out, as was men-

‘tioned in last week’s article.

- Basing themselves on the sur-
face impressions of the boom,
the Pabloites came to the conclu-
sion that the major revolu-
tionary class was -the middle

class, the “‘new working class’’ "

of students, intellectuals, ete.
The industrial working class’s

“‘relative weight”’

“reduced” . compared ‘to the .
“new vanguard” of ‘“revo-
lutignary youth.”

The whole fight against the
bureaticratic leaderships of the

working class is abandoned with

these - leaderships ‘“bypassed.”.
The whole Trotskyist perspec-
tive of the destruction of Stalin-
ism and Social Democracy by
fighting it out with these tenden-

- gies theoretically in the struggles

of the working class is thrown
aside in a mmpietely sectanan
manner. - ‘

was

When. May—June empted m‘

France in 1968 with the greatest
general. strike in history, the

Pabloites attempted to graft this

“{Continved On Page 18)
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Si‘ethw The Tlde Of
Pay Board Attacks

The longshoremen on the East Coast can give a
, tremendous lead to the rest of the labor movement
in smashing Nixon’s Pay Board. The Board has
made it clear that it has absolutely no intention of
backtracking on the cut it made in the ILA’s settle-
ment. Gleason, the head of the ILA, is now keeping
the ranks in the dark on what the 1eadersh1p plans to
~do.

The rank and file longshoremen must demand that
the union set an immediate strike date to restore the
increase. In this action the ILA will receive the
support of West Coast dockers. Bridges told Gleason
that although he did not approve, the ILWU would
back up action by the ILA. But the ILA will also
_receive the support of the rest of the labor move-
ment which is coming under-the axe of the Board.

If strike action is not taken Nixon and his Board
- will be given the signal to go ahead with its wage
cutting plans and its implementation of speed-up
and unemployment and the destruction of workmg
_conditions. »

The government used the capitulation of Wood~
cock and ‘Schrade of the UAW with the help of the
 American Communist Party on the aerospace con-
tract to pare down the longshore settlements. Nixon
is prepared to use any surrender in longshore to take
on the steelworkers and miners whose second year
increase goes before the Board this summer.

- At the same time the Pay Board’s crackdown has
slashed the wage increases of millions of workers

~in other industries.' The Board itself has reported:

“that the combined weighted-increase for 6.6 million

workers' in large plants has been held to 4.2%.
Durmg April the increase for nearly two million

‘rank and file workers in plants employing 5,000 or
more workers was held to 2.5% by the Board in-
cluding new contracts, deferred raises and re-

- troactive boosts. Teachers 1aundry, -electrical,

- aerospace workers, bncklayers are forced to have

_their wage increases already won cut or to settle for“

~the Pay Board’s guidelines. -

‘Now the government through the Cost of Living
" Council is seeking to literally take money out of
- workers’ pockets. On Tuesday the Council an-

~ nounced that it would use the courts to force mem-
~ bers of the International Typographers Union in -
New Haven to return to their boss the increase they
won in their last contract and have been recexvmg'

‘since: December.
‘Encouraged by the refusal of the trade umon lea-

dershlp to fight the Pay Board, the corporations and -

‘the government are moving ahead to 1mp1ement
new speed-up plans and work rules, laying off

- workers and making conditions inside the plants and.
~on the docks intolerable. The NLRB recently ruled
“that contracts negotiated by a union will be held in--
- valid if plants close down or are taken over by new
management throwing workers wages JObS and‘

pensmns out the window.

“'The ILA is now at the center of this flght and by~

takmg strike action can show a way forward for the
rest of labor. Longshoremen have no other choice.

“In Quebec last month thousands of workers went
out on strike ‘against the jailing of union leaders.

- They shut down and took over control of whole ci-
- ‘ties. This is the kind of movement in the US that can

~ now defeat the Pay Board.

In the course of the Struggle now to defeat thxsr

Pay Board, the unions must build their own party, a

- labor party, to defeat the Democratic and Re-
pubhcan partles and the corporatlons that stand
behind them. o

T XAl ﬂOTORS' vo=s
"“Workers aren‘t motivated anymore..

\ \m‘%

.all those high benefit plans take desire away.”’

What we think
CP Endorses Moscow Betrayal

Parroting the statements made by
the official organs of the Soviet bu-
reaucracy, the American Com-
munist Party is hailing as a “step
forward” the accords signed last
week by Richard Nixon and Leonid
Brezhnev. In their support for the
Kremlin’s collaboration 'with im-
perialism, the CP brands itself as an
accornplice of all the criminal be-
trayals prepared in Moscow.

The editorial published on May 31

in the Daily World is an example of
-the Stalinist treachery that is the

. foundation of the CP’s politics.

'In the first-part of the article, the
coexistence agreement, the limi-
tation on armaments, and the call for
a European security conference are

~rapturously praised .as a “positive

step ‘in the long and dogged struggle
for world peace.” And in the second
‘half it is casually - noted that -the
United States is pressing ahead with
the bloodbath in Vietnam.

That the Daily World. can place in
one ‘editorial the claim that'a great
advance has been made toward peace
as well as a description of the in-
.creasing ferocity of imperialism in
Vietnam exposes the ‘‘Peaceful Co-
existence”’ pralsed by the CP. for
“what it really is: the alliance of im-

k penallsm and ‘the -Soviet bu-

reaucracy aimed against the. in-
ternational workmg class.

The American Communist Party is
the most obedient of all the Soviet bu-

.‘reaucracy’s servants. Since the Sta-*

liniz’ationof tbe Third ‘International
in: the late 1920's, it has functioned

,W1thout any mdependent pohtlcal

life. -

Hxstoneally, this subservience of

‘the American CP has been. of critical
importance to the Soviet bu-

reaucracy. The Kremlin’s objective -~
-of -a‘pacified working class and sta-

‘bilized relations betwéen the Soviet
Unijon and the United States cannot

be realized under ‘conditions where

the workers of the world are turning

toward the gquestion of state power. If -

is for this reason that the American

CP has_exerted all.its influence. to .

prevent the formation of .an in-

dependent labor party in the United

States.

~ The importance_of the Amemcan“
CPi in the reactionary program of the

Kremlin is underscored by Gus Hall’

- yisit to- Moscow last month. ~
" Now, in this very eritical period for
‘the working class in this country and
-internationally, the American CP. is
N actmg as an accomplice to the Krem-
lin’s: attempt to. betray the Vlet
" namese . revolution, 2
It has not been all that sxmple for
‘the CP to explain away Moscow’s in-
" vitation fo Nixon at a time when ™

American imperialism is. inflicting
the most murderous-attacks upon the
people of North Vietnam. Almost up

to the day Nixon left Moscow, the
Daily World did not even mention the

_trip. It was not until the Soviet bu-

reaucracy published its official
line—‘“We proceed from the belief

 that the improvement of relations be-

tween the U.S. and the USSR is pos-
sible’’~that the Daily World could
say anything about the summit mee-
ting.

Indifferent to the needs of the Viet-
namese and hostile to the de-

.velopments within the American

working class, the CP proceeds as if

there were no other path than that
“blazed by Brezhnev. But unfor-

tunately for the staff of the Daily
World, its back issues do not auto-
matically dissolve with each twist of
the - Kremlin line. The statements
which it publishes tend to survive the
political maneuvers for which they
were created.- For while the CP ex-
plains that ‘“peaceful coexistence’

- goes full steam ahead—bombing or

no bombing, there still exist on the
printed pages of old Daily Worlds the
CP’s analysis of Nixon’s trip to
Peking.

In the February 19 issue, the
following note was published: ““Pre-
sident Nixon is ‘not seeking peace’ in

Peking, .Gus Hall, Communist Party

General Secretary, told a press con-
ference at the party $' convention
here. The President is seeking divi-

- sions in the socialist camp, Hall said,

and to ‘cover up his escalation of the
war. ‘“ ‘It is not for peace, for the
friendship ‘of the American and Chi-
nese peoples,’ he said. ‘And it is ac-
compamed by the most inhuman,
savage bombing of Indochina. The
noise of "the bombs is so loud they
may not be able to hear each other in
Peking.’ ”’

Now the situation  has .changed:
Nixon is in Moscow rather than
Peking. The Daily World hacks are
‘applauding this néw Soviet master-
stroke just as vigorously as they de-
nounced Peking's.

The position put forward by the CP
in discussing the China trip did not re-
present .a turn towards the interests
of the Vietnamese revolution.

'Rather, it was an action in defense of

the privileges. of .the Soviet bu-
reaucracy ‘against the inroads . of
Peking. This -is made complétely

_ clear by the fact that the period of the

China trip and the weeks that fol-
lowed “was marked by Tan in-
tensification of its reactionary peace
campaign and an -alkout assault on

‘the Trotskyist movement.

While Nixon was in China, the

. American CP was participating. in
. the Versailles Conference and sup-

ported the expulsion of the Pabloite
FSI as a representative of the “Trot-
skyites.”’And during the same week,
the Daily World ran - an editorial

linking Trotskyism with the CIA. This

type of filth showed the true cha-
racter of the left noises made by the
American Stalinists.

This witch-hunt was a cornerstone
of the CP’s drive for a negotiated
settlement of the Vietnam war on the
basis of the peace plan of Madame
Binh.

Never did the CP suggest that im-
perialism should be defeated and that
the workers and peasants should un-

-ite Vietnam as a socialist state. No:

the call was “Back to the Paris peace
talks.”

But even more damning are the
latest developments. For months on
end, the American CP has trum-
peted the Madame Binh peace plan.
It-was the very basis of their April 22
rallies. It held Madame Binh as an
example of the voice of reason. But
now that she and the North Viet-
namese government have been
forced by blows of imperialism and
the movement of the masses in In-
dochina to denounce the talks be-
tween Nixon and Moscow, their state-
ments are kept out of the paper. The
Daily World found space for the
statements of the North Vietnamese
only as long as hey did not conflict
with the needs of the Moscow Sta-
linists,

At issue are not mere incon-
sistencies. All the twists and turns of
the American CP are rooted in its
unflinching support for the ruling
circle of the Soviet bureaucracy.

It is for this reason that.we brand
as an out-and-out lie the statement
made by Gus Hall on May 21 in Wash-
ington: “Having just returned from
Moscow and Warsaw, I can tell you
on the highest authority that the con-
tinued all-out support of the Soviet
Union and other socialist countries to
the just struggle of the people of In-
dochina will not be up for discussion
or negotiations when Tricky Diek
visits those cities.”

Let the members of the Socialist
Workers Party hang their heads in -
shame for sharing a platform with
Gus Hall on May 21 and then com-
pounding their crime by remaining
silent when these words were spoken.
Their collaboration with the CP
shows how far the SWP has run from
Trotskyism since its break with the
Fourth International.

‘Today, the Fourth lnternatmnal
stands as the only political force that
is fighting to expose Stalinism and to
destroy its influence in the working
class. Founded by Trotsky in the heat
of the struggle against the Soviet bu-
reaucracy and against the back-
ground of terrible defeats, the Fourth
International emerges in this period
strengthened by the lessonms it has
drawn from the relentless battle
against Stalinism. And therefore it
stands. as the only revolutionary lea-
dership that can defend the Viet-
namese revolution and safeguard the
interests of the workers of the world.
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ON MARCH 29, on the opening
day of the trial of Angela Davis
on charges of murder, conspi-
racy and kidnapping stemming
from the Marin County court-
house shootout on August 7,
1970, Angela Davis stated:

“I am totally innocent. The
prosecution’s case is no case at
all...It is entirely without subs-
tance. It is based on conjec-
ture, speculatiom and
guesswork. When all the testi-
mony surrounding the events of
August 7, 1970 is complete, the
prosecution will certainly have
demonstrated that in some way
lives were lost and individuals
were wounded. But this is ALL
he will have proven. He will
have proven nothing—absolute-
ly nothing—with respect to my
guilt.” o

The prosecution rested its case
after seven weeks in which it pre-
sented 100 witnesses and 200 exhibits
and indeed Davis’ opening state-
ment has been realized. The state has
done nothing to substantiate the
charges against Angela Davis.

Nevertheless, it presented a detailed
case which filled over 6000 pages of court
transcription. It did so for one purpose: to
provide sufficient diversionary material
to enable it to carry out its frame-up of
Davis.

Contrary to the state’s elaborate presen-
tation, the defense attorneys called only 11
witnesses and rested their case after only
three days. They did not even call the
defendant to testify in her own behalf. The
case now rests with the jury: a jury care-
fullv screened by the prosecution to en-
sure that neither the working class nor the
youth are seated on il.

At this point, the prosecution’s closing
submission to the court must be recalled
for it clearly reveals the extent to which
the state believes that it has carefully pre-
pared the groundwork for a conviction.
Chief prosecutor Albert Harris concluded
his case to the jury with the declaration
that: “The evidence compels a convic-
tion. "

This brazen confidence by the state, and
the equal reflection of that confidence
within the defense of the opposite out-
come, requires an exploration of the back-
ground leading up to the trial, an examina-
tinn of the issues involved in this case and
an account of the role of both the state and
the defense throughout the trial.

As the jury deliberates on whether
Angela Davis will face life imprisonment
tand quite possibly the death penalty) or

o free, it becomes urgent to brin

orward an understanding of the rea
nature of this case and the treacherous
role of the defense in order that the only
force that can free Davis can be un-
leashed: that is, the movement of the
working class.

WITCH-HUNT
The case of Angela Davis cannot be ab-
stracted from the surrounding history of
the period. The issues involved did not
begin with the shootout, nor with her

arrest, nor with the trial itself. Rather,
they begin with the political background of
Davis herself and the witch-hunt that is
consciously being carried out today
against all militants within the working
class who seek to give leadership to the
struggles of that class,

The witch-hunt against Angela Davis
began one full year before the Au-
gust 7, 1970 events. It was carried
nut in the state of California: a state
dominated by the right-wing politics of
Governor Romald Reagan, the conser-
vative Orange County Republican
machine and the John Birch Society. The
agency for this witch-hunt was the Calif-
ornia Board of Regents which governs
higher education in the state.

At that time, Angela Davis was serving
as an instructor of German philosophy at
the University of California. Los Angeles.
When she accepted the appointment, she
openly declared her membership in the
American Communrist Party.

The capitalist class reacted with
tremendous fear to that disclosure: a real
fear of the fact that Marxism might be
brought to the youth—youth who were
moving against the. gttacks of that class.
Through their media, the ruling class
whipped upt a campaign characterizing
Davis as an anarchist, a mad plotter of the
Bank of America burnings, and the
preacher of violent terrorism from the
lectern at UCLA.

Daily headlines of the Los Angeles -

Times screamed hysterically about “‘that
communist at UCLA,” against the back-
ground of shootouts and raids on the head-
quarters of the Black Panther Party in
South Central L.A. Following the most
violent attack on the Panther’s office, the
capitalist press carried detailed accounts

linking the Panthers to Davis.

The hysterical fear of the government,
in the face of the growing movement of a
working class determined to beat back the
attacks of capitalism, drove them to con-
sciously prepare the atmosphere for the
dismissal of Davis from UCLA’s faculty,
This dismissal occurred in July 1970.

Today, when the question of socialism
hecormnes a matter of life and death impor-
tance for the working class, the ruling
class must move to destroy all those who
strike out against its system.and take up
the fight for socialism. Therefore, they re-
alized that it was not sufficient simply to
dismiss Davis from the university system.
Thus, when the events occurred on August
7 in the Marin County courthouse, the
government seized the opportunity to

eprepare an elaborate frame-up“of Davis.

The actual events, which resulted in a
nation-wide campaign by the ruling class
against Angela Davis, occurréd when
Jonathan Jackson, the younger brother of
Soledad Brother George Jackson, led an
escape bid from the courthouse. Jonathan,
along with William Christmas, James

McClain and Ruchell Magee who were

all on trial at the time, seized the judge,
the prosecuting attorney and four jurors
and fled from the courtroom. In the shoot~
out in the parking lot outside the court-
house. Judge Haley, Jonathan, Christma
and McClain were killed. :

 Above is a scene from the August 7, 1970 shootout at the Marin Cdﬁmv

‘Courthouse. The government is trying fo use this incident to frame up Angeia Davis,

Davis was subsequently placed on the
F.R.I. **Ten Most Wanted”’ list"and des-
eribed as a dangerous criminal. Since the
incident itself did not provide enough
evidence for the state to prepare its legal
lynching of her, it was necessary for the
capitalist press to launch a massive cam-
paign against communism, Black
militants and all working’ class-leaders.
Davis was portrayed as a ‘‘wild-eyed
revolutionary’’ bent on ‘“‘terrorism,” in
order to create an atmosphere of hysteria
and fear among the middle class.

Following her arrest and throughout the
preliminary stages of the trial last year,
this political witch-hunt was continued.
The state’s chief prosecutor, Albert
Harris, presented a political, anti-commu-
nist case. Having no evidence upon which
to- carry out ‘the presecution, Harris: in-
tended simply to win. a conviction by
condueting a vicious, ‘‘red-scare” attack
against the defendant.

« THE TRIAL _,
The account of the proceedings of the

* frial itself will show that the state was

forced to. change its strategy. Since the
arrest of Davis, the objective crisis within
the capitalist system has changed and this
change finds its reflection within the
courts of the ruling class.

Today, not only is it absolutely neces-
sary for the state to obtain a conviction
hut it is also critical that it avoid bringing .
out the political nature of the case. Thus, =
it has consciously sought to suppress the
political questions raised and has rested
its case on circumstantial evidence,
“‘inference” and the absurd theory that
Davis was driven into the murder-conspi-
racy because of her blind passion for-
(ienrge Jackson. ‘ .

The details of the trial expose the
fraudizlent methods of the government and
reveal the real nature of the frame-up
against Davis. The trial itself has been
conducted in an hysterical atmosphere-~
whipped up by the capitalist press and
reflected at the courthouse itself. Over
2700.000 was spent on security which has
heen designed to create the impression
th;;t Davis is a violent, desperate erimi-
na . @ - -

Furthermore, from the outset, the
government fought to ensure a conviction
by seating a prejudiced jury: a jury rooted
in the anti-communist, hysterical fears of

--the middle class. When the defense at-

tempted to probe the prospective jurors
enncerning their opinions of-communism
angd the defendant's past activities, the
prasecution repeatedly objected and these
ohjections were upheld by the judge.

" The overt complicity of the judge with
the prosecution was obvious throughout
the jury selection. In one instance, a
prospective juror, who was a former naval
officer. admitted that his military
teachings had included a description of “‘a
great red wave sweeping across the
world.” He also stated that he might be
prejudiced against the defendant because
of her membership i the Communist
Party: . e

Nevertheless, when the prosecution
assured him that the Communist Party’s

.
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aim to overthrow the government was

“totally irrelevant to this case,” the judge

allowed him to be seated,

- During this entire process, the prosecu-
tion was not only aided by the judge, but
also received help from the defense jtself.
They only used two of their 20 preemptory
challenges and did not really conduct a
fight to obtain a jury representative of the
area. In fact, when the all-white, middle
class jury was seated, Davis herself de-

. clared that it reflected Santa Clara County

and was the best that could be expected
from that county.

The opposite was actually the case. The
trial was occurring in San Jose which has
one of the highest ynemployment rates on
the entire West Coast. It also has a large
Chicano and. white ~working class
population. But the working-class and
youth were consciously excluded from

the jury panel.

Assured of a favorable jury, the prose-
cutor opened his case with an explana-
tion of the circumstantial evidence he was

to present in the following seven weeks.

He stated that the jury could find the

-~ defendant guilty of the murder-conspi-

racy charge by inference from the facts.

However; he failed to produce any
evidence which, even through inference,
would prove that Davis was in any way in-
volved in the events at the Marin County
courthouse. In the first few weeks of the
trial, Harris concentrated on calling wit-
nesses who had been taken hostage there.

His intention was to show that Davis

. was responsible for the murder of Su-

perior Court Judge Haley. He claimed that
the testimony from the hostages would

reveal that it was Davis who had planned .

and aided the escape attempt, provided

the guns and ammunition and had the .

motive.

Central to the prosecution’s case is.the
alleged existence of a plot that Jonathan
Jackson'and the other prisoners communi-

" cated their intentions to exchange the six

hostages for the Soledad Brothers. Thus,
Harris called his first witness so as to
‘prove. this plot.

But, from the very -beginning, the

prosecution’s case has been riddled with
contradictions. The first witness, Maria
Graham, who was one of the juror-
hostages wounded by the gunfire, claimed

that Jonathan had repeatedly shouted -

demands that the Soledad Brothers be

freed. Under cross-examination, she ad- -

mitted that Harris might have refreshed
her memory on some of the details of her
testimony.

Furthermore, neither of the state’s next
two witnesses who were also jurors in the
Marin County court, could say that any of
those involved-in the escape attempt had
shouted . anything™ about the Soledad
Brothers., .

Unable to establish the plot on this

- basis, the prosecutor then moved to link

the murder -of Judge Haley to Ruchell
Magee and thereby to Davis through the

" framed-up conspiracy charge.
" . However, the. state’s own expert -

witness, Dr. John Manwaring exploded
this attempt. He-was the pathologist who
performed the autopsy on Haley.and

. stated in his testimony that he could not
make any determination as to which-bullet -
- proved to be the fatal one. -

Manwaring revealed that the judge: suf-
fered two wounds, one from a shotgun

. blast and the other from a single bullet
" that ‘pierced his chest. Under cross-
- examination, he said that either could -
: have been fatal.

Manwaring’s - testimony, together. with’
that of District Attorney Thomas who had
been held hostage, combined to produce
one clear picture. As the defense conten-
ded,- it seems likely.that Haley was
already dead before he was shot in the

head and that the shotgun held by Magee "
~fired involuntarily after Magee ‘himself
had been wounded. - . Cl

. In:the face of all this contradictory testi-
mony, the prosecution became desperate
in the: closing days of its case. This panic

drove Harris to invent the absurd theory .

that Davis planned the escape attempt and
supplied the weapons because of her pas-
sionate love for Géorge Jackson.

_ -~ Harris intended to seal his case by intro- ..
ducing letters .and. a-diary written by
- Davis' to ~Jackson, Before ,these letters
_were introduced in court, the judge al-
lowed them to be released -to the press

which excerpted them to whip up a sensa-’

" tional atmosphere and create a picture of
-~ Davis:as a woman driven by blind passion.
-~ Harris placed-the emphasis of his case

on a_portion of one letter where Davis

said: ' : ‘ :
“I see myself tearing down this steel

door, fighting my way to you, ripping
down your cell door and letting you
go free.”

~ He believes this passage will convince
the jury that Davis?

‘“‘Had a state of mind by which she would
undertake a conspiracy and undertake
violent means to bring about the freedom
of George Jackson.” . .

Over the bitter protests of the defense
attorneys, the judge allowed the diary and
letters to be submitted as evidence.
However, the diary was written a year
after the shootout and even Harris ad-
mitted that the August 7 incident is not
mentioned in it. Furthermore, Davis had
not even met George Jackson until almost
a year later, in July 1971. Thus, theletters
are totally irrelevant to the charges and in
fact are primarily political.

Throughout the closing weeks of the
trial, all the testimony produced by the
prosecution in an attempt to link Davis

" with Jonathan in the week preceding the

escape attempt served to further heighten -

the contradictions in the state’s case.
Harris presented two witnesses who
claimed to have seen Davis with Jonathan
Jackson in a rented yellow van on the day
before the murder. They swore that they
could make a positive identification of
Davis._ Yet under questioning one ad-
.mitted that he told Federal agents that he
.was unable to positively identify-Davis
when they had interrogated him while the
other picked out a photograph of Fania
Jordan, Davis’ sister, as the defendant.
While consciously seeking to keep the
political issues facing the working class
out of the case, Harris, on the other hand,
has relied on the testimony of right-wing
conservatives. Thus, on one occasion he
called a prison guard who is a supporter of
George Wallace and:had been a member
of Wallace’s American Independent Par-
ty. . ,
On another occasion, he called a woman,
Lois Leidig, who had testified that she had
been in Haley’s courtroom on August 7 and
had seen George Jackson there. The real
nature. of Leidig’s testimony was re-
vealed when the defense introduced a
letter written to a friend in January 1971,
in which she said: o :

-

trial for her life on the sole basis of the
evidence presented.
But the entire history of ruling class

- justice for working class militants, from -

‘the. Haymarket Square case in 1886, to
Sacco & Vangzetti in 1920, to Juan Farinas-
in 1972, has shown that the defendants are
never tried and convicted on the basis of
the evidence presented. Rather, they are
tried because of their political beliefs and
their sentence will always be a battle be-

tween two classes: the ruling class and the ~

working class. ,
In fact, while the prosecution was forced

. to abandon its open ‘‘red-baiting’’ attack,

the political issues were left unstated but

. lurking in the background. In all the pub-

licity concerning the case, the capitalist
press has continued to whip up an anti-
communist campaign against Davis.

It is for this reason that it was crucial

for the Davis defense that the political-
. questions be brought into the case. At a

time when the entire working class is
coming under attack, it is urgent that the
political nature of this frame-up be ex-
posed not only as part of the individual
campaign to free Davis but as part of the
preparation of the working class as a

. whole for the attacks that are being

prepared by the ruling class.

However, the defense itself did not want
to fight out and expose the political issues.
"They have continued to isolate the defense
from thesstruggle for revolution. It was
precisely their reformist perspective
-which led them to seek to prevent the
introduction of George Jackson’s letters

. to thetrial.

The letters between Jackson and Davis
reveal both the nature of the Angela Davis
Defense Committee and the sharp

- struggle that was being waged against the

liberalism of ‘that committee by Davis

Jierself. As the Bulletin reported at the

“I am- hoping- for this verdict for-all.
those anarchists invelved. Our hational k

courts need a verdict like this.” :
Her letter also -expressed support for

capital punishment, ~ - ..
_Throughout the presentation of the

state’s case, the ruling class.continued to

" ‘use the press to whip up an atmosphere of

hysteria against all militants. In the mid-
dle of the trial, the government used the

murder of James Carr, who was aleader -

of militant prisoners and a member of the
Soledad - Brothers ~ Defense - Committee
after his release, to construct-a picture of

L3

all Black militants as crazed, gangland- -

type individuals. - -

Furthermere, the préSs has consciously -

printed all the-testimony of the prosecu-

tion’s’ witnesses “and. evidence and has -

totally omitted the material revealed by
.the. defense’s cross-examination.

" THE DEFENSECASE =
. During the course of the trial, the role of

the defense attorneys has been absolutely

criminal. From the outset, they have
conducted their defense on the state’s
grounds: that is, they have placed ab-
solute"faith in the courts of the riling
class. From not fighting to obtain a jury of
the working class, to not bringing in' the
political nature of the case, the defense
has proceeded as if- Angela Davis is on

time of Jackson’s murder, he saw her in

-struggle against the Communist Party or
* . at least an element within it.

He wrote following the August 7 events:
‘“When certain members of the party at-
tacked Comrade Jonathan Jackson of the

 ‘Black Panther Party for the ‘practice’ of
his. “peliefs, Angela attacked them. No

reactionary A.C.P. pelicy or ideclogy is
safe from her censure. They have heaped

- eriticism back on her in return.” :
It was in this period that Jackson broke

from the CP elements within the Soledad
Brothers Defense Committee. He labeled

~ them opportunists and wrote that: “You
. took’ the wrong position August 7, public

and private. T've heard all of the cowardly
remarks bearing on my brother’s judge-
ment ‘and- sanity. Revolution is aggres-
sive. The only reason some of you were
allowed anywhere near any of the opera-

' tion was in the hopes that you would

mature to an understanding of this.”
“The .objective of all our activity is in

the end the creation:of the people’s ar-

my~not an -acquittal here and there.

~Strangely - you have  missed the whole

point—the revolution has begun! You can-

~ not save me with reformist, reactionary

" steps backward to the techniques of the
- 1930°s. -

- The “techniques of the 1930’s” to which
Jackson refers are the Communist Party’s
theories of popular fronts with capitalist-
politicians ‘as opposed to breaking the
working class from capitalist politics and
starting on the road to class- struggle
action and revolution. :

Robert West (on stand at left). Prosecution fried to use witnesses to describe shootout and bring in

At the same time, Jackson made a
serious turn to Marxist theory and stated
that Anti-Duhbring by Engels was the most
important book he had read. Anti-Duhring
is, one of Marx and Engels’ most funda-
mental works on Marxist philosophy.
These developments are detailed in the

" correspondence between Jackson and

Angela Davis and it it these developments
that the Angela Davis Defense Commit-
tee wishes to cover up.

The defense attorneys are typical
liberals and refuse to believe that the
court or the jury would try the political
opinions of the defendant. Thus, before the

trial began,-they moved to have Davis’ .

case severed from Ruchell Magee’s in
order to be able to portray her to the
liberal section of the ruling class as a re-
spectable middle class college professor
who was simply wrongly accused by the
state. ‘

When they have entered objections con-
cerning the prosecution’s case, they have
done so from an outraged liberal perspec-
tive. Thus, when Harris introduced the
letters into his case, defense attorney Leo
Branton stated:

“I consider the entire session an ob-
scenity.”

. ““Thatis how sickening I think this whole
procedure is here in which we are attemp-
ting to pry into the most intimate, the
most personal expressions of another
human being.”

~ The defense attorneys then went on to
state that they were shocked by the “sick
game’” Harris was playing.

But Harris is not playing a “game.”
As an agent of the capitalist system floun-

dering in its deepest crisis, Harris is des-

perate to railroad Angela Davis by any
means necessary. The state is deter-
mined to win 4 conviction in its conspiracy
frame-up.

The nature and extent of the treacherous
role of the defense was revealed when
they rested their case in three days
because they were so confident that the
state had not presented any evidence
against Davis. In fact, Branton went so far

as to place the entire responsibility for the

defense in the hands of the prosecution.
The defense believes that the reputa-
tion of courts of the ruling class will be
‘‘badly tarnished” if they were to bring in
a verdict of guilly, and therefore they
-place their faith in the need of the institu-
tions of the state to- preserve their
“image” in the eyes of the working class
and youth. 3
- The prosecution brought in rebuttal wit-
nesses in its case when the defense rested
its presentation on the technmical issues
which had been raised in the state’s ori-
ginal examination. Harris made a frau-
dulent attempt to refute the defense’s wit-
nesses.
The defense witnesses had claimed that
the prosecution’s testimony which iden-
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tified Davis as being with Jonathan the
week of the August 7 events was false.

However, the actual reason Harris re-
opened the case was revealed when he
called George Jackson's father to testify
for the state. He was quite aware that
“image’ in the eyes of the working class
and youth.

In a conscious plan to avoid bringing in
the political issues of the case, the defense
did not even call Davis to testify in her
own behalf. In fact, the full witnesses they
did call simply offered further proof of the
contradictions present in the prosecu-
tion’s case. Their testimony did prove that
the state’s witnesses erred when they
claimed they saw Davis with Jonathan
Jackson during the days preceding August
7

Carl Bloice, the editor of the Comnmu-
nist Party's newspaper People’s World
testified that at the time the guns regis-
tered to Davis were being smuggled into
Haley's courtroom, she was doing some
work in the newspaper office.

Furthermore, he offered proof that
countered the prosecution’s contention
that Davis had been waiting at the San
Francisco airport for a call from Jona-
than Jackson and had fled when hearing
that the plot had been.aborted. He stated
that he had driven her to the airport to
catch a 3 p.m. flight for Los Angeles and
had only hurried when a clerk told her that
she could catch the 2 p.m. plane. .

Another defense witness, Ellen Broms,
stated that Davis had been in total shock
when she learned of the news of Jona-
than’s death a full 12 hours after the shoot-
out. } .

The testimony from Davis’ rcommate
proved the defense’s contention that Jona-
than had acquired Davis’ guns without her
knowledge. She stated that the guns had
heen kept in a rack in a closet in their
apartment and that Jonathan was in the
apartment alone on August 1 and had re-
ceived permission ‘‘to use the equip-
ment.” Following that day, she had not
looked for the guns until August 8 when
Davis and Franklin Alexander, then head
of the Che-Lumumba Clubin L.A., came to
see if the guns were in fact missing.

The last witness was called to prove that
any existence of a plot to free the Soledad
Brothers was entirely false. Fleeta
Drumgo, one of the Soledad Brothers,
stated that he knew nothing of the alleged
plan to force the release of the Brothers
from San Quentin.

While 2] this evidence is cracial, it will
be the political question upon which the
jury will center its deliberations. And,

thus it was necessary for the defense .

lawyers to mount a political attack on the
state’s case to demolish it. This they
refused fo do.

Lester Jackson would refuse to testify and
he hoped that this in itself would create

The pro»secuﬁ'bn called Marin County Police Chief Tersich (left drawing) early in trial. Above, tremendous amqunts of “evidence’’ whose only purpose was to ovérwhelm and confuse the jury.
Defense attorney Branton (center) cross-examines prosecution witness San Quentin prison guard  Butletin artist Jim Webber has followed the Angela Davis trial from the beginning. He has done

doubts in the minds of the jury.

In refusing to testify, Jackson said: ““I
have lost two sons. I just don’t want to
take part in this proceeding.”” The com-
plete cruelty of the state was then ex-
posed as it held him in contempt of court.

This vicious maneuver was a last
minute altempt to once again link Davis to
Jackson. Harris has rested his entire case
on this link because the jury is quite aware
that George Jackson was.a revolutionary
and Jonathan is dead and did, in fact, par-
ticipate in the- August 7 events. '

As the case goes to the jury, the defense
has been left completely prostrate before
the prosecution’s maneuvers precisely be-
cause it sought to avoid the political ques-
tions. ' ‘ .

Now, when the case rests with the jury,
it is urgent to examine the role of the An-
gela Davis Defense Committee in order to
prepare the working class for the fight
that must be conducted to free Davis and
all working class leaders whom the
government will seek to condemmn in order
to beat back the offensive of that class and
preserve its profit system.

THE DEFENSE COMMITTEE

The Angela Davis Defense Committee is
led by the Stalinists of the American
Communist Party. Thus, it follows the
liberal, reformist line of that party and
places Davis’ defense in the hands of the
liberal section of the ruling class.

When the Stalinists abandoned Marx-
ism, they abandoned Lenin’s warning
issued in 1918 that:

““There is not a single state, however
democratic, which does not contain loep-
holes or limiting clauses in its Comsti-
tution guaranteeing the hourgeoisie the
legal possibility of dispatching troops
against the workers, of proclaiming mar-
tial law, and so forth, in case of a ‘distur-
bance of the peace,’ i.e. in case the ex-
ploited class ‘disturbs’ its position of
slavery and tries to behave in a non-
slavish manner.” ‘

The Committee ignores Lenin’s charac-
terization of the nature of the state and ac-
tually places its faith in that state. Thus,
they have substituted the motions of
lawyers and the petitions of liberals for
the movement of the working class. The
lessons of the Sacco-Vanzetti case, which
was betrayed by the liberals of the Boston
Defense Comrnittee, serve as a sharp
warning to such a method of proceed-

ing.

%‘rom the very beginning of the case, the
Committee has sought to whip up nationa-
lism and deepen the isolation of the youth
from the labor movement.

Franklin Alexander, the head of the
Defense Committee, has repeatedly stated
that the Committee has no *political
ideology.”” But it does have an ideology:
the ideology of the capitalist class. It is for

drawings of the trial exclusively for the Bulletin, including all those used on these pages.

this reason that it continually puts for-
ward the entire reformist line of the CP
and covers this over with nationalist gar-
bage about ‘‘the difference in conscious-
ness between Blacks and whites.”

Davis herself has sought to transform
the class nature of the attack upon her into

‘some sort of perversion or mistake.

Further, she sees her struggle as sepa-
rate from the struggles breaking out in the
labor movement today and refuses to take
up a role as a class fighter.

. At all points, Davis' defense has been
rooted in the middle class. In fact, the
Stalinists have gone so far as to bow
before organized religion and hold worship
services in churches. Following one such
service, the People’s World had the anda-
city to declare:

“Amidst choir selections and thought-
ful prayer was a reverence that trans-
cended the four walls of the modern place
of worship, a reverence for justice.”

The justice that was paid “‘reverence”
to that day was the justice of the ruling
class which escalated its brutal attack on
the workers and peasants of Vietnam and

-has instituted a vicious Pay Board to rip

up the contracts and slash the living stan-
dards of the American working class.

But, the Defense Committee is not con-
cerned with the working class. Nowhere in
their campaign have they even mentioned
the working class much less sought to
mobilize it in support of Davis’ defense.
Rather, they emphasize that ‘‘public
opinion”” will bring about her freedom.

Furthermore, the Committee totally
ignores the objective conditions which
exist within capitalism today. At a time
when the ruling class must move to
destroy the working class, they bury their
heads in the sand and declare that ac-
tually the ruling class has been entirely
defeated and the working class has
nothing to fear.

Thus, Henry Winston, chairman of the
Communist Party, stated during the last
week of the trial that:

““The frame-up of Angela Davis by the
racists takes place on the eve of the total
failure of U.S. policy at home and abroad.
For example, since 1945 the pelicy has
been to build up all kinds of aggressive
alliances as with the revanchists in Ger-
many, NATO and aggressive military
blocs. What is the situation now? The
complete collapse of 27 years of effort by
the administration,”

It is true that the old alliances are no
longer sufficient to contain the interna-
tional offensive of the working class. It is
for that very reason that Nixon is in
Moscow forming new alliances with those
very Stalinists whom Henry Winston
supports: alliances based on their
n}mtual interests to beat back the working
class.

The Defense Committee has empha-
sized that their case will be won through

the success of public opinion and pressure
on the courts. At the same time that Wins-
ton declared the complete defeat of the
U.S. ruling class, he expressed the philo-
sophy of the Committee when he stated
that:

‘“The Angela Davis frame-up takes
place under conditions where the peace
movement is the majority movement.
Unlike the period of McCarthy, the
defense of Angela Davis is anchored in a
mass meovement of a size and type that
never existed before. This makes it easy
to expose the bankruptey of the prgse-
cutor’s case.” - } o

This perspective is completely bank-
rupt. In the first place, there have been

‘movements of a much greater size and

qualitatively different from middle class
protest politics that have risen to defend
working class militants. The Interna-
tional Labor Defense, which mabilized
millions of workers throughout the world
in strike action against the frame-up of
Saeco and Vanzetti, is the best example of
such a movement.

In the second place, history has shown
that movements rooted in the middle class
disintegrate as soon as the fight becomes
sharp. Thus, Sacco and Vanzetti were exe-
cuted because of the treacherous role of
such liberals who are today leading the
Davis Defense.

By emphasizing the success of public
opinion. pressure on the courts and
through their faith in the liberals, the
Defense Committee has created an ex-
tremely dangerous illusion: dangerous
both to Davis herself and to the entire
working class which is now facing the
attacks of the ruling class.

PERSPECTIVE

In fact, at the very time that the Stalin-
ists are expressing their complete confi-
dence in “public opinion” and the institu-
tions of ruling class justice, those very
institutions have moved to strip away the
mask of democraey completely. .

- Thus, it was no accident that the wee]
before the jury received the case for deli-
beration, the Nixon-picked Supreme Court
overturned both the Fifth and Sixth and
even the Fourteenth Amendments to the:
Constitution. o ,

In the latter action, the Court overruled
the traditions of English common law
which employed the unanimous 12~
member jury. They ruled that a unani-
mous jury verdiet is not necessary for
convictions in state criminal courts,

This decision signaled a change in the
nature of the capitalist state as it prepares
to take on the working class through the
institution of Bonapartist measures.

It is extremely important in the Davis
case since in the recent period, the only
tirpe an acquittal has been won in poli-
tical cases has been because of a hung
jury. Thus, when Huey Newton won his
freedom following four years of imprison~
ment and three trials, it was because the
jury found itself hopelessly deadlocked.-

As the Bulletin noted then (Jan. 3,1971
issue): , ,

“The District Attorney referred to the
dismissal as a “frustration of justice’’ and
bourgeois justice has no intention of re-
mainiog frastrated. ‘

“The freeing of Huey Newton will only

increase the determination of the state to
obtain convictions of militants such as

Angela Davis, Ruchell Magee and the

Soledad Brothers.”

With iis latest rulings, the state has
indeed found a way to carry out that
determination. :

The qualitative change instituted by the
capitalist class can only be answered by a
gqualitative leap in the working class. The
defense of Angela Davis cannot rest in the
protest anties of the middle class. It miust
be taken into the working class and fought
for through the independent mobilization
of that class.

The Angela Davis case is not an isola-
ted case, nor a mistake. It has been
consciously prepared by the ruling classin
its atterpt to deal a decisive blow to the
labor movement itself. Davis and the
trade unjon movement as a whole can only
be defended through the construetion
of a qualitatively different weapon..

‘This leap will require a break with the

" old forms of struggle, a break with ane
Republican and Democratic Parties: the
parties to which the Stalinists of the De-
fense Comumittee seek o tie the working
class. The only way to answer the attacks
of Nixon and his courts is by bringing the
working class to power. Today, that pers-
pective must be implernented through the

construction of a labor party based on a

socialist program.”

{
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aim to overthrow the government was

“totally irrelevant to this case,” the judge

allowed him to be seated.
- During this entire process, the prosecu-

tion was not only aided by the judge, but:

also received help from the defense itself.
They only used two of their 20 preemptory
challenges and did not really conduct. a
fight to obtain a jury representative of the
area. In fact, when the all-white, middle
class jury was seated, Davis herseélf de-
clared that it reflected Santa Clara County
and was the best that could be expected
from that county.

The opposite was actually the case. The
trial was occurring in San Jose which has
one of the highest unemployment rates on
the entire West Coast. It also has a large
Chicano and. white working class
population. But the workingeclass and

_youth were consciously excluded from
the jury panel.

Assured of a favorable jury, the prose-
cutor opened his case with an explana-
tion of the circumstantial evidence he was

- to present in the following seven weeks.
He stated that the jury could find the
- defendant guilty of the murder-conspi-
racy charge by inference from the facts.

However, he failed to produce any
evidence which, even through inference,
would prove that Davis was in any way in-
volved in the events at the Marin County
courthouse. In the first few weeks of the
trial, Harris concentrated on calling wit-
nesses who had been taken hostage there.

His intention was to show that Davis
was responsible for the murder of Su-
perior Court Judge Haley. He claimed that
the -testimony from the hostages would

reveal that it was Davis who had planned

and aided the escape attemipt, provided

the guns and ammunition and had the -

motive. o
Central to thé prosecution’s case is.the
alleged existence of a plot that Jonathan
Jacksorrand the other prisoners communi-

- cated their intentions to exchange the six
hostages for the Soledad Brothers. Thus,
Harris called his first witness so as to
‘prove this plot.

But, from the very -beginning, the

prosecution’s case has been riddled with
contradictions. The first witness, Maria
- ‘Graham, who was one of the juror-
hostages wounded by the gunfire, claimed

that Jonathan had . repeatedly  shouted -

demands that the Soledad Brothers be

freed. Under cross-examination, she ad--

mitted that Harris might have refreshed
her memory on some of the details of her
testimony.

. Furthermore, neither of the state’s next
two witnesses who were also jurors in the
Marin County court, could say that any of
those involved -in the escape attempt had
shouted anything about the. Soledad
Brothers,, - .

Unable to establish the plot: on this

- basis, ‘the prosecutor then moved to link
the murder of Judge Haley to Ruchell
Magee and thereby to. Davis throngh the
framed-up conspiracy charge. ‘

- However, the. state’s own expert
witness, Dr. John Manwaring exploded
this attempt. He-was the pathologist who
performed the autopsy on Haley -and
stated in his testimony that he could not

_make any determination as to whichbullet -

- proved to be the fatal one. ,
. Manwaring revealed that the judge suf-
fered two wounds, one from a shotgun
blast and the other from a single bullet
" that pierced his chest. Under cross-

- -examination, he said. that either could .

have been fatal. , ,
Manwaring’s testimony, together with'
that of District Attorney Thomas who had
been held hostage, combined to produce
one clear picture. As the defense conten-
ded, it seems likely.that Haley was
already dead before he was shot in the

head and that the shotgun held by Magee
-fired" involuntarily after Magee "himself -

had been wounded. PR

. In'the face of all this contradictory testi-.

mony, the prosecution became desperate.

in the closing days of its case. This panic
. drove Harris to invent the absurd theory

" ‘that Davis planned the escape attempt and

supplied the weapons because of her pas-
sionate love for George Jackson,

-Harris intended to seal his case by intro-
ducing' letters . and. a diary written by
Davis -to Jackson. Before ,these letters

_were introduced in court, the judge al- -

lowed them to be released to the press

‘which excerpted them to whip upa sensa-~

‘tional atmosphere and create a picture of
*Pavis-as a woman driven by blind passion,
» Harris placed-the emphasis of his case

on a portion of one letter where Davis

said; . .
“I see myself tearing down this steel

door, fighting my way to you, ripping
down. your cell door and letting you
go free.”’

" He believes this passage will convince
the jury that Davis? .

“Had a state of mind by which she would
undertake a conspiracy and undertake
violent means to bring about the freedom
of George Jackson.” . .

Over the bitter protests of the defense
attorneys, the judge allowed the diary and

letters to be submitted as evidence. .

However, the diary was written a year
after the shootout and even Harris- ad-
mitted that the August 7 incident is not
mentioned in it. Furthermore, Davis had
not even met George Jackson until almost

- ayear later, in July 1971, Thus, theletters

are totally irrelevant to the charges and in
fact are primarily political.

Throughout the closing weeks .of the
trial, all the testimony produced by.the
prosecution in an attempt to link Davis

* with Jonathan in the week preceding the
escape attempt served to further heighten -

the contradictions in the state’s case.
Harris presented two ‘witnesses who
claimed to have seen Davis with Jonathan
Jackson in a rented yellow van on the day
before the murder. They swore that they
could make a .positive identification of
Davis. Yet under questioning one ad-
.mitted that he told Federal agents that he
_was. unable to positively identify- Davis
when they had interrogated him while the
other picked out a photograph of Fania
Jordan, Davis’ sister, as the defendant.
While consciously seeking to keep the
political issues facing the working class
out of the case, Harris, on the other hand,
has relied on the testimony of right-wing
conservatives. Thus, on one occasion he
called a prison guard who is a supporter of
George Wallace and had been a. member

- of Wallace’s American Independent Par-

ty. .
On another occasion, he called a woman,
Lois Leidig, who had testified that she had
been in Haley’s courtroom on August 7 and
had seen George Jackson there. The real
nature. of Leidig’s testimony was re-
vealed when the defense introduced a
letter written to a friend in January 1971,
in which she said: " .

- “I am hoping for this verdict for all

'~ those anmarchists involved. Our national -

courts need-a verdict like this.”
Her letter also expressed support - for

capital punishment,

Throughout the presentation of the
~state’s case, the ruling class continued to
" use the press to whip up an atmosphere of

hysteria against-all militants. In the mid-

_ dle of the trial, the government used the
murder of James Carr, who was a leader -

of militant prisoners and a member of the
Soledad ' Brothers Defense Committee
after his release, to construct a picture of

all ‘Black militants as crazed, gangland- -

type individuals. - :
Furthermere; the press has consciously

- printed all the testimony of the prosecu-

tion’s witnesses ‘and evidence and has
‘fotally omitted the material revealed by
-the defense’s cress-examination. ' '

; THE DEFENSE CASE
. During the course of the trial, the role of
the defense attorneys has been absolutely
criminal. From the outset, they have
conducted their- defense on ‘the state’s
grounds: that is, they have placed ab-
solute*faith in the courts of the ruling
class. From not fighting to obtain a jury of
the working class, to not bringing in’ the
political nature of the case, the defense
has proceeded as if Angela Davis is on

trial for her life im the sole basis of the
evidence presented.
But the entire history of ruling class

- justice for working class militants, from

the Haymarket Square case in 1886, to

Sacco & Vanzetti in 1920, to Juan Farinas.

in 1972, has shown that the defendants are

~never tried and convicted on the basis of

the evidence presented. Rather, they are
tried because of their political beliefs and
their sentence will always be a battle be-

tween two classes: the ruling class and the ~

working class. ,
In fact, while the prosecution was forced

.’ to abandon its open ‘‘red-baiting’” attack,

the political“issues were left unstated but

. lurking inthe background. In all the pub-

licity concerning the case, the capitalist
press has continued to whip up an anti-
communist campaign against Davis.

It is for this reason that it was crucial

for the Davis defense that the political-

questions be brought into the case. At a
time when the entire working class is
coming under attack, it is urgent that the
political nature of this frame-up be ex-
posed not only as part of the individual
campaign to free Davis but as part of the
preparation of the working class as a

. whole for the attacks that are being

prepared by the ruling class.

However, the defense itself did not want
to fight out and expose the political issues.
They have continued to isolate the defense
from thevstruggle for revolution. It was
precisely their reformist perspective
which led them to seek to prevent the
introduction of George Jackson’s letters

. tothetrial.

The letters between Jackson and Davis
reveal both the nature of the Angela Davis
Defense Committee and the sharp

- struggle that was being waged against the

liberalism of ‘that committee by Davis
Jerself. As the Bulletin reported at the

- time of Jackson's murder, he saw her in

struggle against the Communist Party or

©at least an element within it.

He wrote following the August 7 events:
“When certain members of the party at-
tacked Comrade Jonathan Jackson of the

* ‘Black Panther Party for the ‘practice’ of

his peliefs, Angela attacked them. No
reactionary A.C.P. policy or ideology is
safe from her censure. They have heaped

- criticism back on her in return.” :
+ It was in this period that Jackson broke
from the CP elements within the Soledad

‘Brothers Defense Committee. He labeled

“them opportunists and wrote that: “You
: took’ the wrong position August 7, public

and private. I've heard all of the cowardly

remarks bearing on my brother’s judge-

ment and- sanity. Revolution is aggres-

. sive. The only reason some of you were

allowed anywhere near any of the opera-
tion ‘was in the hopes that you would
mature to an understanding of this.”
““The objective of all our activity is in
the end the creation'of the people’s ar-
my—not an acquittal here and there.
Strangely you have missed the  whole
point-—the revolution has begun! You can-

_ hot save me with reformist, reactionary
steps backward to the techniques of the’

1930°s.” 4 -
- The “techniques of the 1930’s’" to which
Jackson refers are the Communist Party’s

theories of popular fronts with capitalist.

politicians ‘as ‘opposed to breaking the
working class from capitalist politics and
starting on the road to class struggle
action and revolution. '

The prosecufion called Marin County Police Chief Ters
Defense attorney Branton (center) cross-examines pros
Robert West (on stand at left). Prosecution tried to use y

At the same time, Jackson made a
serious turn to Marxist theory and stated
that Anti-Duhring by Engels was the most
important book he had read. Anti-Duhring

. is one of Marx and Engels’ most funda-

mental works on Marxist philosophy.
These developments are detailed in the
~ correspondence between Jackson and
Angela Davis and it it these developments

- that the Angela Davis Defense Commit-

tee wishes to cover up.

The defense attorneys are typical
liberals and refuse to believe that the
court or the jury would try the political
opinions of the defendant. Thus, before the
trial began,-they moved to have Davis’
case severed from Ruchell Magee’s in
order to be able to portray her to the
liberal section of the ruling class as a re-
spectable middle class college professor
who was simply wrongly accused by the
state, :

When they have entered objections con-
cerning the prosecution’s case, they have
done so from an outraged liberal perspec-
tive. Thus, when Harris introduced the
letters into his case, defense attorney Leo
Branton stated:

“l consider the entire session an ob-
scenity.” ‘

‘“That is how sickening I think this whole
procedure is here in which we are attemp-
ting to pry into the most intimate, the
most personal expressions of another
human being.”

The defense attorneys then went on to
state that they were shocked by the “‘sick
game”’ Harris was playing.

But Harris is not playing a ‘“‘game.”
As an agent of the capitalist system floun-
dering in its deepest crisis, Harris is des-
perate to railroad Angela Davis by any
means necessary. The state is deter-
mined to win a'conviction in its conspiracy
frame-up.

The nature and extent of the treacherous
role of the defense was revealed when
they rested their case in three days
because they were so confident that the
state had not presented any evidence
against Davis. In fact, Branton went so far
as to place the entire responsibility for the
defense in the hands of the prosecution. -

The defense believes that the reputa-
tion of courts of the ruling class will be
“badly tarnished” if they were to bring in
a verdict of guilty, and therefore they

- . place their faith in the need of the institu-

tions of the stafte to preserve their
“image” in the eyes of the working class
and youth. .
- The prosecution brought in rebuttal wit-
nesses in its case when the defense rested
its presentation on the technical issues
which had been raised in the state’s ori-
ginal examination. Harris made a frau-
dulent attempt to refute the defense’s wit-
nesses.

The defense witnesses had claimed that
the prosecution’s testimony which iden-
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the success of public opinion and pressure

on the courts. At the same time that Wins- B
ton declared the complete defeat of the

U.S. ruling class, he expressed the philo-

sophy of the Committee when he stated

that:

“The Angela Davis frame-up takes
place under conditions where the peace
movement is the majority movement.
Unlike the period of McCarthy, the
defense of Angela Davis is anchored in a
mass movement of a size and type that
never existed before. This makes it easy
to expose the bankruptcy of the prose-
cutor’s case.”’ - . i

This perspective is completely bank-

‘rupt. In the first place, there have been
movements -of a much greater size and
qualitatively different from middle class
protest politics that have risen to defend
working class militants. The Interna-
tional Labor Defense, which mobilized
millions of workers throughout the world
in strike action against the frame-up of
Saeco and Vanzetti, is the best example of
such a movement.

In the second place, history has shown
that movements rooted in the middle class
disinteégrate as soon as the fight becomes
sharp. Thus, Sacco and Vanzetti were exe-
cuted because of the treacherous role of
such liberals who are today leading the
Davis Defense.

By emphasizing the success of public
opinion, pressure on the courts and
through their faith in the liberals, the
Defense Cornmittee has created an ex-
tremely dangerous illusion: dangerous
both to Davis herself and to the entire

‘ ,‘ *=  working class which is now facing the
h (left drawing) early in trial. Above, tremendous amounts of “‘evidence’” whose only purpose was to overwhelm and confuse the jury. attacks of the ruling class. )

ution witness San Quentin prison guard  Bulletin artist Jim Webber has followed the Angela Davis trial from the beginning. He has done
tnesses fo describe shootout and bring in  drawings of the trial exclusively for the Bulletin, including all those used on these pages.

PERSPECTIVE

tified Davis as being with Jonathan the
week of the August 7 evenis was false.
However, the actual reason Harris re-
opened the case was revealed when he
called George Jackson’s father to testify
for the state. He was quite aware that
“image’" in the eyes of the working class
and youth. :

In a conscious plan to avoid bringing in
the political issues of the case, the defense
did not even call' Davis to testify in her
own behalf. In fact, the full witnesses they
did call simply offered further proof of the
contradictions present in the prosecu-
tion's case. Their testimony did prove that
the state's witnesses erred when they
claimed they saw Davis with Jonathan
Jackson during the days preceding August
7

Carl Bloice, the editor of the Commu-
nist Party’s newspaper People’'s World
testified that at the time the guns regis-
tered to Davis were being smuggled into
Haley's courtroom, she was doing some
work in the newspaper office.

Furthermore, he offered proof that
countered the prosecution’s contention
that Davis had been waiting at the San
Francisco airport for a call from Jona-
than Jackson and had fled when hearing
that the plot had been.aborted. He stated
that he had driven her to the airport to
catch a 3 p.m. flight for Los Angeles and
had only hurried when a clerk told her that
she could catch the 2 p.m. plane. _

Another defense witness, Ellen Broms,
stated that Davis had been in total shock
when she learned of the news of Jona-
than's death a full 12 hours after the shoot-
out.:

The testimony from Davis’ roommate
~ proved the defense’s centention that Jona-
than had acquired Davis’ guns without her
knowledge. She stated that the guns had
been kept in a rack in a closei in their
apartment and that Jonathan was in the
apartment alone on August 1 and had re-
ceived permission “to use the equip-
ment.” Following that day, she had not
looked for the guns until August 8 when
Davis and Franklin Alexander, then head
of the Che-Lumumba Club in L. A., came to
see if the guns were in fact missing.

The last witness was called o prove that
any existence of a plot to free the Soledad
Brothers was entirely false. Fleeta
Drumgo, one of the Soledad Brothers,
stated that he knew nothing of the alleged
plan to force the release of the Brothers
from San Quentin,

While all this evidence is crucial, it will
be the political question upon which the
jury will center its deliberations. And,
thus it was necessary for the defense
lawyers to mount a political attack on the
state’s case to demolish it. This they
refused to do.

Lester Jackson would refuse to testify and
he hoped that this in itself would create

doubts in the minds of the jury.

In refusing to testify, Jackson said: “I
have lost two sons. I just don’t want to
take part in this proceeding.” The com-
plete cruelty of the state was then ex-
posed as it held him in contempt of court.

This vicious maneuver was a last
minute aitempt to once again link Davis to
Jackson. Harris has rested his entire case
on this link because the jury is quite aware
that George Jackson was.a revelationary
and Jonathan is dead and did, in fact, par-
ticipate in the-August 7 events. ‘

As the case goes to the jury, the defense
has been left completely prostrate before
the prosecution’s maneuvers precisely be-
cause it sought to avoid the political ques-
tions. :

Now, when the case rests with the jury,
it is urgent to examine the role of the An-
gela Davis Defense Committee in order to
prepare the working class for the fight
that must be conducted to free Davis and
all working class leaders whom the
government will seek to condemn in order
to beat back the offensive of that class and
preserve its profit system.

THE DEFENSE COMMITTEE

The Angela Davis Defense Committee is
led by the Stalinists of the American
Communist Party. Thus, it follows the
liberal, reformist line of that party and
places Davis’ defense in the hands of the
liberal section of the ruling class.

When the Stalinists abandoned Marx-
ism, they abandoned Lenin’s warning
issued in 1918 that:

““There is not a single state, however
democratic, which does net contain loop-
holes or limiting clauses in its Consti-
tution guaranteeing the bourgeoisie the
legal possibility of dispatching troops
against the workers, of proclaiming mar-
tial law, and so forth, in case of-a ‘distur-
bance of the peace,” i.e. in case the ex-
ploited class ‘disturbs’ its pesition of
slavery and tries to behave in a non-
slavish manner.”

The Committee ignores Lenin’s charac-
terization of the nature of the state and ac-
tually places its faith in that state. Thus,
they have substituted the motions of
lawyers and the petitions of liberals for
the movement of the working class. The
lessons of the Sacco-Vanzetti case, which
was betrayed by the liberals of the Boston
Defense Committee, serve as a sharp
warning to such a method of proceed-

ing.

%‘rom the very beginning of the case, the
Committee has sought to whip up nationa-
lism and deepen the isolation of the youth
from the labor movement.
~ Franklin Alexander, the head of the
Defense Committee, has repeatedly stated
that the Committee has no *“‘political
ideology.” But it does have an ideology:
the ideology of the capitalist class. Ttis for

this reason that it continually puts for-
ward the entire reformist line of the CP
and covers this over with nationalist gar-
bage about ““the difference in conscious-
ness between Blacks and whites.” '
- Davis herself has sought to transform
the class nature of the attack upon her into
some sort of perversion or mistake.
Further, she sees her struggle as sepa-
rate from the struggles breaking out in the
labor movement today and refuses to take
up a role as a class fighter.

At all points, Davis’' defense has been
rooted in the middle class. In fact, the
Stalinists have gone so far as to bow
before organized religion and hold worship
services in churches, Following one such
service, the People's World had the auda-
city to declare:

“Amidst choir selections and thought-
ful prayer was a reverence that trans-
cended the four walls of the modern place
of worship, a reverence for justice.”

The justice that was paid *‘reverence”
to that day was the justice of the ruling
class which escalated its brutal attack on
the workers and peasants of Vietnam and

‘has instituted a vicious Pay Board to rip

up the contracts and slash the living stan-
dards of the American working class.
But, the Defense Committee is not con-
cerned with the working class. Nowhere in
their campaign have they even mentioned
the working class much less sought to
mobilize it in support of Davis® defense.
Rather, they emphasize that ‘‘public
opinion’’ will bring abeut her freedom.
Furthermore, - the Committee - totally
ignores- the objective conditions which

exist within capitalism today. At a time

when the ruling class must move to
destroy the working class, they bury their
heads in the sand and declare that ac-
tually the ruling class has been entirely
defeated and the working class has
nothing to fear.

Thus, Henry Winston, chairman of the

Communist Party, stated during the last
week of the tral that:

“The frame-up of Angela Davis by the
racists takes place on the eve of the total
faiture of U,S. policy at home and abroad.
For example, since 1945 the policy has
been to build up all kinds of aggressive
alliances as with the revanchists in Ger-
many, NATO and aggressive military
blocs. What is the situation now? The
complete collapse of 27 years of effort by
the administration.”

It is true that the old alliances are no
longer sufficient to contain the interna-
tional offensive of the working class. It is
for that very reason that Nixon is in
Moscow forrning new alliances with those
very Stalinists whormn Henry Winston
supports: alliances based on their
rrgutual interests to beat back the working
class.

The Defense Committee has empha-

sized that their case will be won through -

In fact, at the very time that the Stalin-

ists are expressing their complete confi-
dence in “‘public opinion’’ and the institu-
tions of ruling class justice, those very
institutions have moved to strip away the
mask of democracy completely.
- Thus, it was no accident that the week
before the jury received the case for deli-
beration, the Nixon-picked Supreme Court
overturned beth the Fifth and Sixth and
even the Fourteenth Amendments to the
Constitution. S

In the latter action, the Court overruled
the traditions of English common law
which employed the unanimous 12-
member jury. They ruled that a unani-
mous jury verdict 'is not necessary for
¢onvictions in state criminal courts.

This decision signaled a change in the
natare of the capitalist state as it prepares
to take on the working class through the
institution of Bonapartist measures.

It is extremely important in the Davis
case since in the recent period, the only
time an acquittal has been won in poli-
tical cases has been because of a hung
jury. Thus, when Huey Newton won his
freedom following four years of imprison-
ment and three trials, it was because the
jury found itself hopelessly deadlocked.-

As the Bulletin noted then (Jan. 38,1971
issue): )

“The District Attorney referred to the
dismissal as a “frustration of justice’’ and
hourgeois justice has no intention of re-
maining frastrated.

“The freeing of Huey Newton will only .‘

increase the determination of the state to
ohtain convictions of militants such as
Angela  Davis, Ruchell Magee and the
Soledad Brothers.”

With its latest rulings, the state has

" indeed found a way to carry out that

determination. ,

The qualitative change instituted by the
capitalist class can only be answered by a
gualitative leap in the working class. The
defense of Angela Davis cannot rest inthe
protest antics of the middle class. It miust
be taken into the working class and fought
for through the independent mobilization
of that class.

The Angela Davis case is not an isola-
ted case, nor a mistake. It has been

consciously prepared by the ruling classin -

its attempt to deal a decisive blow to the
labor movement itself. Davis and the
trade unjon movement as a whole can only

be defended through the construction

of a qualitatively different weaporn.
‘This leap will require a break with the

" old forms of struggle, a break with the

Republican and Democratic Parties: the
parties to which the Stalinists of the De-

fense Commmittee seek to tie the working

class. The only way to answer the attacks
of Nixon and his courts is by bringing the
working class to power. Today, that pers-
pective must be implemented through the
construction of a labor party based on a
socialist program. g
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Carl Bloice (drawing on left), editor of CP’s ‘/People’s World’' testified for the defénse;
His testimony and that of other defense witnesses proved Davis was nowhere near the

shootout and

not even find out abaut it until 12 hours later. Judge Arnason aided

the prosecution (D.A. Harris above with Arnason) against the defense throughout trial.

June 2, 1970 -

Dear George, T

I had abandoned all hope of
ever seeing the two letters I

‘have just finished reading. I sit

down to write you, not knowing
whether “or how or when this
will reach you. There must be a
way. ,

It is already impossible to begin at
the beginning. If I start by droppin
the mask and say in all naturalness:
have come to love you very deeply, I
count on'you to believe me, George. I
have used these words very seldom in
my 26 years—because I could not have
meant them very often. :

Believe me it happened sq‘abruptly, S0

spontaneously. ‘1 was. not_seeking love
when 1. walked into.a Salinas courtroom on.

. Friday, May 8, 1970. And so it is difficult to
-articulate it further. But one thing
- remdins to be said—imy feelings dictate

neither illusionary hopes nor intolerable
despair. My love—~your love~reinforces
my fighting instincts, it tells me to go to
war. PRSI

‘You are so.right about the so-called
black - bourgeoisie~a pseudo-class con-

" sciously created by the white rulers as a

force to further bridle our rebellion, as
just one more instrument of repression.
‘Whether they want it or not, all those
black people who have #made it are a
part of that monstrous repressive . dp-
paratus—and not only in the ways des-
cribed by Malcolm (a pool from which the
white: bourgeoisie draws  counter-re-
volutionary leaders for the black com-
munity). Their very existence, -their
being-there is a very- effective damper
weighing down-on our natural rebellious

. instincts, My Aunt, descendant ‘of slaves;
"born in-an unpainted shack on an Alabama
cotton field, now lives in a 20-room man- -

sion in the hills of Hollywood. -
- Before she disassociated herself from

“me (I was 17), I would try to run down to

‘her why we are struggling for freedom.
“Tell all those niggers to work as hard as I
have. They can make it-but then most

niggers are too lazy.” Tragic it is that.
_until: recently, ‘many blacks saw their
wretchedness as a consequence of their -

own inabilities. , : :
- The existence, the being-there of the so-

called black bourgeoisie has done not a -

little to advance the cause of racism in

_ this country. The twisted minds of the

bourgeoisie ‘measure inner worth ac-
cording to the ability of the individual to
successfully compete on the market. The
fact that a few blacks have ‘‘made it’" is

used -to convince people -that -objective .
barriers.do. not prohibit blacks fromi en--

tering into the miainstream. Why, then are

the masses of black people still in- -

-carcerated in ghetto-prisons? Success is
not- their destiny, because the inner mo-

tivation is not there. After all, the Ita-
lians, the Irish, the Poles, etc. rose up

from their downtrodden postures—it must
be race... S e

Concerning Black Women: I am con-
vinced that the solution is not to persuade

the black woman to relax her reins on the _

‘Angela Davis' Letter to George Jackson

black male, not simply to the “he a good -
boy”* syndrome into a “‘take the sword in

hand”’ attitude. To eradicate all the shit
which has been imposed on us from
without, to combat all the shit we have un-
wantingly internalized, to také our first
step towards freedom, we, too, must pick
up. the sword. Only “‘a fighting woman’’
can guide her son in the warrior direction.
Only when our lives—our total lives—be-
come inseparable from struggle can we,
black women, do what we have to do for
our sons and daughters!!

My mother was overly protective of her
sons and daughters. T could never forgive
her for forcing my brothers (us, too) to
take dancing lessons. George, we must dig
into all the muck and get at thé roots of
our problems—OQOur understanding must be

a radical grasp of things. (radical in the

etymological sense). When we are overly .
protective, we attempt to. dissuade .our -
loved-ones from accepting the burden of -
fighting this war which has been declared:

on us, we.cannot be dismissed as counter-
revolutionary. - You'd be surprised how
many brothers would say this. Nor can it
be said that we ought to blot out our na-
tural instincts of survival.

Why, why, is our condition so wrought
with contradictions? We, who have been
coerced  into performing the most de-

-grading kind of labour—a sex machine for

the white slave master. Rather than help-
lessly watch her children die a slow death
of starvation, my grandmother submitted

- .to the. white mastery, my father’s ac-

cursed father. We have scrubbed the shit
from under the feet of the slave master.
Taking ‘into consideration the balance of
forces at that time—would we otherwise
“be alive?

The reign of a barbarous capitalist. .
society could not have been secure unless
- the continued subjugation of black people -

‘(and- they would use -any means ne-
cessary). ‘‘Divide and conquer’’—it never
fails. Rape the black woman, and -make
the survival of the black race dependent
on that. vicious rape. No tecourse to the
“black male—except death. After raping
the black woman;, give her a piece of the

pie. Make the survival of the black family
- dependent on a chasm within. Pound into’

the: mind of the black male that his su-

periority, his manhood has .been di- '

minished, has been irreparably pamagéd

by the-female of his race. Give him no

room, no work with which to objectify his
" potentialities. Convince the female that he
is a lazy son-of-a-bitch. The chasm within,
* To choose between various paths of sur-

vival means the objective availability of

- alternatives..I hope you den’t take this as
an apologetic stance. I'm only trying to

- understand the forces that have led us,

black women, t6 where we are now. Why
did your mother offer you reprimands
instead of the flaming sword? Which is
equivalent: to posing the same question
about every other black woman—and not

only with respect to-the sons but the

daughters; too (this is really crucial), In

Cuba last summer I saw some very bean- -

tiful Vietnamese warriors—all female.
And we know that the Algerian war for na-

tional liberation would have been doomed

to defeat from the very beginning without
.the active participation —of: _AIJgerian

‘women.

In Cuba, I saw women patrolling the
streets with rifles on their backs—de-
fending the revolution. But also, young
companeras educating their husbands, and
lovers—demythologizing Machismo. After
all, if women can fight, manage factories,
then men ought to be able to help with the
house, children...

But returning to the question—we have

- learned from our revolutionary ancestors

that-no individual act or response can
seize the sceptre of the enemy. The slave
lashes out against his immediate master,
subdues him, escapes, but he has done no-
thing more than take the first step in the
long spiral. upwards towards liberation.
And often -that individual escape. is an

evasion -of the real problem. Tt is only

when all the slaves are aroused from their
slumber, - articulate their :goals; choose
their leaders, make an unwavering com-
mittment to destroy every single obstacle
which might prevent them from tran-
scribing their visions of a new world, a
new man_onto the soil of the earth, into the
flesh-and blood of men.

Even dreamns are often prohibited or are

allowed to surface only in the most dis-
guised and sublimated form~—the desire to
be white, the monstrous perverted -as-
pirations of a so-called black bourgeoisie,
created to pacify the.masses. And then
there is the unnatural System-oriented
desires of a black woman who is relating
to the survival of her children. ‘
. (I am rambling, dreaming that the
words from my pen are sounds absorbed
by your ears, regretting that I am lying on
the only warm spot in this big double bed
(itis2:30a.m.)). ..

The point is—given the vacuum created

‘by the absence of collective struggle, the

objective survival alternatives are

. sparse: ambitions of bourgeois gluttony

or—like you said—unconscious crime. One
path goes in thru the front door, the other

- sneaks in thru the back and is far more

dangerous and seemingly far less likely to
reach its destination.

A mother cannot help but cry out for the
survival of her own flesh and blood. We
have been forbidden to_reach out for the
truth about survival—that is a collective

enterprise and must be offensive, rather -
- than defensive—for us, the principle of

survival dictates the annihilation of all
that compels us to order our lives around
that principle. ' ‘

Anxieties, frustrations engendered by
the ‘spectre of a child dead of starvation
focus our minds and bodies on the most
immediate necessities of life. The “‘job”
harangue; ‘the ‘‘make yourself some-
thing” harangue. Exhortations grounded
in fear, a fear brought into being and sus-
tained by a system which could not subsist
without the poor, the reserve army of
unemployed, the scapegoat. -

Survival perverted and mis-directed by

‘a structure which coerces me to kick my
jobless man out of the house so the social

worker doesn’t stop those welfare cheques
which I need to feed my hungry child.

A labyrinthine network of murderous in-
stitutions in order to allow my man no
flexibility, no room, lets me-receive the

cheques, lets me in the back door to serub
floors (so the reserve labour force
remains alive) and has the audacity to
consider that a favour in return for which I
must submit to the white rapist and-or
subjugate my black man: The principle of
(un)just exchange is omnipotent.

Frustrations, aggressions cannot be re-
pressed indefinitely. Eventual explosion
must be expected. And we, black women,
have much more than our share of them,
But if the revolutionary path buried
beneath an avalanche of containment me-
chanisms, we, black women, aim our
bullets in the wrong direction, and more-
over don’'t even understand the weapon.
For the black female, the solution is not ta
become less aggressive, not to lay down
the gun, but to learn how to set the sights
correctly, aim accurately, squeeze rather
than. jerk, and not be overcome by the:
damage.

We have to learn how to rejoice when
pig’s blood is spilled. But all this pre-
supposes that the black male will have
purged himself of the myth that his
mother, his woman, must be subdued
before he can wage war on the enemy. Li-
beration is a dialectical movement—the
black woman can liberate herself from all
the muck—and it works the other way
around and this is only the beginning.

Is it coincidental that Leroy Jones and
Ron Karenga, who. are nothing but pig
agents—and the whole lot of cowardly cui-
tural nationalists—demand the total sub-
mission of the black female as rec-
tification for the century-long wrongs she
has done the black male. Like you said,
George, there are certain obvious criteria
for measuring the extent to which coun-
ter-revolution is being nourished by thdse
who call themselves our companions in
struggle. Their attitude towards whites is
one criterion.” Their attitude toward
women another,

Women'’s Liberation in the revolution is
inseparable from the liberation of the
male.

I have rambled. I hope I have not been
talking in tautologies.

Jon and I have made a truce. As longasl
try to combat my tendencies to remind
him of his youth, he will try to combat his
male chauvinism, Don’t come down on me
before you understand—I never said Jon
was too young for anything, 1 just men-
tioned how incredible it is that in spite of
Catholic school, Georgia, ete. he refused
to allow society to entrap him in adole-
scence. But still, he doesn’t dig any men-
tion of age. . .

The night after I saw you in court, for
the first time in months, I dreamt {or at
least the dream was significant enough to
work its way into my consciousness). We
were together, fighting pigs, winning. We
were learning to know each other.

Ilove you

Revolutionary greetings
frem Che-Lumumba and
the Soledad Bros.

. Defense Com.

~ Angela,
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AlexgSteiner

Boo

In the first part of his review of
Philosophy and Science in the Soviet
Union, Alex Steiner discussed the
destructive influence of Stalinism on
the development of scientific
research. This week, he concludes his
review with an analysis of philo-

_sophical roots of the Stalinist attack
on quantum physics.

PHILOSOPHY AND SCIENCE
IN THE SOVIET UNION. By
Loren R. Graham, Alfred A.
Knopf, New York, 1972. $15.00.

This bureaucratic stupidity of Stalinism

led to attacks on many other areas of
science, including relativity theory, quan-
tum mechanics, structural chemistry. In
all these areas, a dogmatic defense of
traditional concepts led to a renunciation
of important new discoveries.

The Stalinist hack Maksimov led the
attack against quantum mechanics. In this
case, real philosophical questions were
posed, which the ideologists of the bureau-
cracy consistently avoided confronting
and persecuted those thoughtful scientists
that did attempt to do so. .

Quantum mechanics, first developed by
Schrodinger, posed great difficulties to the
traditional mechanical interpretation of
physical causality. The model for this
causal conception took any determinate
physical state to have been uniquely de-
rived from a previous determinate state
under certain definite conditions in accor-
dance with a definite law of nature which
expressed this relationship. Furthermore
the time-space coordinates and para-
meters of motion could, in principle, be
made as precise as was needed.

This strictly deterministic conception of

motion divided nature into the realms of

necessity, wherein these causal laws were
strictly obeyed. Contingency, which could
not be accounted for by strict deter-
minism, was seen as something outside
the objective world—as being unreal.
This model of determinism seemed ade-
quate; all scientific progress pointed to a
more and more comprehensive know-
"ledge of the universe in accordance with
strict causal laws—until the advent of
quantum mechanics. Quantum mechanics,
the physics of microparticles, discovered
that a limit of precision had been reached
in determining the values of particles in
motion. If the momentuin of a particle is
precisely given, then its position cannot be
and vice-versa. Furthermore, experimen-
tation showed that under certain condi-
tions, this physical phenomena exhibited
the mutually exclusive characteristics of
hoth particles and waves. ‘

IDEALIST
This discovery encouraged idealist
philosophers of science in the West to talk
of the “liquidation of matter” and to deny
the objectivity of the laws of nature. These
scientists and philosophical interpreters

of science, represented-particularly by the

Copenhagen school, claimed that quantum
theory proved the primacy of the mea-
suring instrument, the observer, over the
matter observed. They put forth the open-
ly idealist argument that whether quan-
fum phenomena were waves or particles
depended solely upon the kinds of
measurement techniques carried out and
had nothing to do with the intrinsic proper-
ties of quantum phenomena. In fact, they
claimed that quantum phenomena were
hoth particles and waves, though not
simultaneously, and depending completely
‘on the kind of experiment performed at
different times. ‘

Second, they took the statistical nature
of quantum mechanical laws to pose some
kind of intrinsic limit to the further
development of science. Physics seemed
o have reached an apex beyond which it
could not go, whose roots lay ultimately in
the limitation of the subjective observer to
impose his concepts upon the world. They
claimed that because deterministic causal
. laws ultimately broke down, the objec-
tivity of the material world thereby had a
limit. o

REACTIONARY -

This was ¢learly a reactionary interpre-

tation which attempted -fo reintroduce

subjectivismm and scepticism: back into -

seience, and was even extended into other
-realms such as politics and ethics by some

of the more zealous adherents of the
Copenhagen school,

Their -mistake lay in their idealist
method, which did not begin with the
obhjectivity of the material world and
struggle to overcome our historically.
limited conceptions about it in order to
more adequately reflect this objectivity in
our concepts. On the contrary, these
idealists begin with their concepts,
against which they test out the objectivity
of the world. If their concepts are no
longer an adequate reflection of the world
in light of new scientific discoveries, then
they see the problem to lie in the material
world and not in their concepts.

The mechanical concept of strict deter-
minism that.excludes contingency was the
root of this conceptual inadequacy. In
considering a physical phenomenon, it is
necessary to mentally abstract out the
essential relations -within a given sphere
and consider the influence of other fac-
tors, of contingencies, to be nonexistent.
However, the mechanical view of the
world forgets that this necessary mental
abstraction of an isolated system can
never be carried out in the real world. It is
in principle impossible to isolate a system
out of its interconnection to the entire uni-
verse and all the forces and influences
that act upon it and that it acts upon.

Thus, contingent events, which are in"

themselves objective natural phenomena,
hut which are beyond the scope of a parti-
cular, so-called isolated system, neces-
sarily are an element in all ?hysical
phenomena, All physical laws of neces-
sary relations express themselves against
a background of contingent events.
Necessity and contingency in fact imply
-each other rather than exclude each other.

DIALECTICAL

A dialectical understanding of the rela-
tionship between necessity and contin-
gency Feads us to reject the strict deter-
minism of classical physics—all physical
laws are of a statistical nature. They are
for that matter, no less objective. They
express the real essential relationships of
different aspects of the material universe
in motion.

Thus, the debates between bourgeois
philosophers about determinism vs. in-
determinism are totally metaphysical.
The problem brought out by quantum
theory is not whether the statistical laws

- of quantum theory imply an indeter-
ministic universe or pose a limit to the -

further development of scientific know-
ledge, but in what way are the statistical
laws of quantum mechanics qualitatively

Stalinist Mechanism

different” than the statistical laws of
classical mechanics, and what is its
significance? The answer seems to lie in
the fact that precise values can be ideally
conceived in classical mechanics, but are
intrinsically ruled out in quantum
mechanics, where it would be self-contra-
dictary to conceive of a precise value even
as an ideal limit. .
It seems to us that this situation arises
in quantum theory because quantum
theory deals with the lowest limit at which
matter can be studied. The scientist
studying phenomena of this order cannot
ignore the real material changes that he
himself introduces into the situation he is
studying. It means, therefore, that there is
no such thing as an observer who merell\;
contemplates, who does not interact wit
his environment, who does not materially -
change it in the process of learning about
it. .
Furthermore, the fact that matter ex-
hibits mutually exclusive properties, the
properties of waves and the properties of
particles, should not come as a shock to-a

. dialectician who understands the unity of

opposites in conflict. What does pose a
difficulty, however, is the separate exis-
tence of each of these mutually exclusive
opposites, the existence of particles
without waves and waves without parti-
cles, This seems to point to'a conceptual
inadequacy in some of the most basic
concepts of physics, such ‘‘particles,”’
“‘waves,” “‘position,” “momentum,”’ ete.

FQUGHT

Creative Soviet scientists such as
Blokhintsev and Omelianovski attempted
to combat the idealist interpreters ot
quantum mechanics by developing a
dialectical view of it and integrating its
critique of classical mechanics. ey
fought at every point against the subjec-
tive and skeptical interpretations of the
idealists.

The Stalinist bureaucracy, on the other
hand, clutched tenaciously onto the -
mechanical materialist. conceptions of
classical mechanics and strict deter-
minism, and simply denied the progres-
sive ‘development ‘of science represented
by quantum theory. '

A spokesman for the bureaucracy, the -

party hack Maksimov, played a leading
role in the attacks against quantum
mechanics. He drew .a crude amal~
gamation between the idealist interpre-
tations of (}uantum theory .and quantum
theory itsell in order to discredit those in

the Soviet Union who were attempting to -

develop a dialectical materialist under-
standing of quanturn theory. :

Confronts The New Science

It is precisely the periodic crises emer-
ging with new discoveries that engender a
rjuestioning and a conflict against the
present level of scientific theory. It is this
uestioning which provides the basis for a
development of theory. Only out of such a
conflict does a new theory develop which
negates the one-sidedness of the previous
theory, The new theory is not simply the
destruction of the old, but accounts for all
the phenomena that the previous theory
did and at the same time is able to account
for the new anomalies b integrating them
into a deeper conceptual understanding of
matter in motion. C

This was the case, for instance, in the:
development of the theory of special rela-
tivity where the old classical concept of
“‘simultaneity,”” among others, is replaced

‘hy a deeper, richer concept. Our ability to

consciously reproduce and direct these
material processes confirms.the validity

-~ of the new theory and leads to further

development with the constant discovery
of new ‘“‘anomalies” and -their collision
with the existing level of theory.

ATTACKED

Stalinists such as Maksimov attacked
quantum mechanics not from the point of
view of struggling for a more compre- -
hensive scientific theory, but precisely
because quantum mechanics challenged
physics to revolutionize its existing con-
ceptions. X

n contrast to the dismal suppression of
the sciences by Stalinism, this book also
brings out the great progressive develop-
ments in the sciences that were engen-
dered by the October Revolution in the '
early years of the Soviet Union. Among
the foremost creative scientists to have
heen inspired by the October Revolution
and guided in their work by a dialectical
materialist understanding of nature was
the biologist Oparin and the psychologist
Vygotsky. ‘

It is not accidental that such pragma-
tically oriented endeavors such as
hehaviorist psychology and cybernetics
are toda growingx more influential in the
Saviet Union as they have been for many
years in the West: A real renewal of Soviet
selence and culture demands an end to the
repressive bureaucracy which continually
stifles it. ) S

The great merit to this book is that the
author, despite his agnostic, anti-Marxist
position, is able to bring out some of the
rich history .of the struggle for dialectical
materialism - among - Soviet  scientists
dgainst the dogmatic ideology of the
bureaucracy. el

TimWohlforth |

The Period Of The

- Transitional Program

Leon Trotsky reads report in Socialist Appeal on Fodn;ﬁng Congress of 4fh,!ntern,aﬂon'ai.

DEATH AGONY OF CAPI-
TALISM AND THE TASKS OF
THE FOURTH INTERNA-
TIONAL, THE TRANSI-
TIONAL PROGRAM. By Leon
Trotsky. New Introduction by
Lucy St. John. Labor Publica-

_ tions. May, 1972. 50 Cents.

The publication of a new edi-
tion of the Transitional Pro-
gram in the United States with

a new introduction .is of the

greatest importance. As its ti-
tle makes clear the Tran-
sitional Program was written
for the general period of the
death. agony of capitalism.
Today we enter into a new stage
in this death agony, the stage of
the greatest crisis in the history

of world capitalism and there-

fore of the most momentous
class struggles. ;

We enter actually into the period of
the Transitional Program.

Lucy St. John points out in her Introduc-
tion that the American. working. class "
made a significant contribution to. the
writing -of the Transitional Program.
Trotsky drew on the experience of the Bol-
shevik Party and the Russian Revolution,
oh the bitter struggle for the program of
the October Revolution against the
Stalinists, but” also on the actual exper-
ience of the American working class in the ~

- construction of the CIO in the 1930%s. .

Now we enter a period where the
American capitalists can only maintain
‘their system through a bitter battle to
destroy the trade union movement con-
structed in the 1930's. This requires that
American workers fight to construct their =
own political party precisely in order:
to defend these unions and thus them-
selves. B

The Transitional Program is the
program around which we must fight
to construct such a party. I{ connects
the . immediate - interests - of the.
working - class - with - the "necessary
task - .of - coming - to . power, of
destroying - capitalism and establishing
socialism. i S

This ‘means that the Transitional
Program must be viewed, not as an his-
torical document, not even as an impor--
tant educational tool, but as a weaponin.
our immediate struggle to bring abouta -
labor party teday. - e iR
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Revisionist Crlsus In Latin Amenca

Lora-OCl Um'fy’ Blows Up Over Stalinism

By Lucia Rivera

The Organization Communiste Internationaliste (OCI), which
split from the International Committee of the Fourth International
in October 1971, has completely capitulated to revisionism. This
capitulation found its sharpest reflection at the recent Latin
American Trotskyist Conference. The conference, attended by
Partido Obrero Revolucionario (POR, Bolivia), Politica Obrera
(PO, Argentina), Liga Obrera Marxista (LOM, Mexico_) and the

OCI (France), proved to be a fiasco for the OCI

The agenda included five points but
the conference only dealt with the

first two. The first point was the crisis

of the International Committee (IC)
of the Fourth International. All the
organizations present at the con-
ference were ‘in agreement on one
thing—on attacking Marxist -theory
and .the Fourth International.

The OCI, which after the Banzer right-

wing. coup ‘in Bolivia - lost no"time in -
attacking the analysis of the IC on the

Bolivian situation, could not: reach -an
agreement with its revisionist allies on the
principled questions which arose from the
first point of the conference, much less'go
fully into the second pomt of the con-
ference on the strategy for the Lafin
American revolution,

According to an article in Politica
Obrera (No. 107): “The alternatives of
this discussion generalized the discussion
towards old divergencies between both
sectors, referring to the national problem,
the ant1~xmper1alxst united front,- Castro- .
ism and Stalinism in the backward coun-
trles ”

Because they were related it was agreed
tounite the first two points on the agenda.
The POR and QCI both presented sepa-
rate documents for discussion on the Latm
American Revolution.

. DIVISION .

The * document presented by the POR

deepened the division between the OCI and

the POR. Tt revolved around the question -

of the FRA (Revolutionary Anti-Imper-
ialist Front) of Bolivia and the
_relationship ‘of the POR to-the FRA.

~The POR and PO put out a joint resolu-
tion in which they show how the con-
ference refused to.take a position on the

= thesis presented by the POR on the’signi- -

ficance of the Popular Assembly, the
tactics of the FRA and the perspectives of
the Bolivian Revolution. It states that the
. OCI and LOM wanted to continue dis--
‘cussing ‘Stalinism and Castrmsm
.~ ~The resolution states: '
" “It is abnormal that a meeting, having
“two' theses and other ‘materials on the
table ‘and baving devoted almost all its
- time to their study, did not conclude witha
vote.”

A
The resolution contmues *The afore—

" mentioned delegates (OCI-LOM) by not

categorically declaring themselves before
the conference onthe topics in debate and
partlcularly on the FRA, have adopted a°
wavering and centrist attitude with
reference to the Whole of: the Bolwxan
experience. .

For their part the OCI and LOM see the

conference as a progressive step in the -

struggle to ““recomstruct the Fourth Inter-
national.’” They state that all the organiza-
tions at the meeting confirmed their com-

- plete agreement on the politics followed
by the POR -in. the Popular ‘Assembly,

during the events-‘of August 19 and 20, 1971

" “-against: the coup.of Banzer.

The discussion immediately afterwards

- -centered on the problems linked to the -
political evaluation of Castroism, of
‘Stalinism, the role of petty-bourgeois na-

“tionalist organizations in the backward

~countries’ ‘and concretely the POR's

» - politics as deve]oped in the framework of

the FRA.

The OCI's resolutlon ends w1th the state—
ment that a series of misunderstandings
were dissipated by the discussion but that
“no agreement was reached on the tactics -
of the POR at this time and that such a dis- -
- .cussion would contmue at the next
“meeting. .-

. The OCI after breakmg from the Inter-
national Committee has'dedicated itselfto"

‘the “‘reconstructin’ of the ‘Fourth ‘Inter:
" ‘national” with elements hostile to Marx-
ism-and to the international movement. -
-~ Its ' first “experience’ m tlns ‘has been a

faﬂure ‘

. 'The: OCI supported the POR whlch

‘tion of-the Partido Re-
“volucionario de los Tra-

party. The struggle is put into action
between the majority of the Bolivian-
people, now subjected, and the reac-
tionary dictatorship of Banzer. All forms

of sectarianism are counterrevolu-

tionary.”

In Masas, the organ of the POR (March
1972)
FRA—Tactic. for a Worker-Peasant

Government”” the POR expounds with -~

Pierre Lambert of the OCl speaks at meeting held to suppdﬁ Lora and pdlicies of POR.

contributed to the defeat of the Bolivian

- revolation, basing itself on a popular front

with Stalinists and bourgeois nationalists
in support of Torres, instead of organizing
the working class independently for. the
taking of power. This has plunged the OCI

into a crisis. It is now the OCI which is’

called “wavering” and ‘‘centrist”’ by the
POR itself. .
‘ . FRA

The FRA was.  founded in November
1971. -1t is made up of the Armed Forces
loyal to Torres, the Stalinists, the
Pabloites, the POR and other left-nation--

alist parties. In its manifesto it states: .
"“This is not a battle that is bound to the -
interest of only one sector of the exploited -

people, of only one class, institution or

great clarity its complete rejection of
Trotskyism and of international revolu-
tion. According to Masas, “We are not
directing ourselves toward socialism in an
immediate way; our task is much more
modest, to move the masses; to get them

‘to. pass from  passive to active resis-

tance.”

How does the POR propose to attain
this? It proposes. to strengthen the FRA.
According to the POR this is not the time
to raise “‘bold slogans” but to be dedi-
cated to the -struggle for elementary
democratic demands. "Together with this
elementary struggle, there is the urgency
to formulate wage demands, and demands
that.are relevant.to workmg conditions.”

In an interview with Guillermo Lora

in an article entitled ‘‘Bolivia—the -

(POR) which appeared in the OCI’s Infor-
mations Ouvrieres on October 13, he

" defends his support of Torres’ bourgeols

nationalist government against the
criticism of the IC.

Understanding the reactionary role that
bourgeois nationalism plays in the back-
ward countries, the International Com-
mittee wages an unconditional struggle
against the illusions of the workers in this
tendency. It appears that Lora has never
heard of Bangla Desh, nor of Trotsky’s
writings on the Spamsh Civil War.

The FRA cannot substitute for the revo-
lutionary party as the POR states. The
role of the FRA is to maintain the illu-
sions of the workers and peasants in the
national bourgeoisie.

ALTERNATIVE

In the interview Lora declares that *‘We
often have found ourselves on the same
ground as the CP knowing, however, that
we are dealing with a counterrevolu-
tionary party. Those who accuse us of
having acted in agreement with the CP on
certain problems forget to pose the ques-
tion—who has capitulated to whom?"”

The question was answered a month
later when the POR constituted a popular
front (FRA) with Stalinists, Castroists
and bourgeois nationalists in defense of
the bourgeois government of Torres.

The Manifesto adopted by the Fourth
Congress of the International Committee
of the Fourth International offers the only

. alternative to the Bolivian working class

and the international proletariat:
“In the epoch of imperialism in the
colonial and semicolonial countries the

qnost elementary demands for national

independence and democratic rights can

.only be granted if the struggles in these

countries-is carried over into the socialist
phase.

‘‘Stalinism cannot be reformed. It must
be smashed, - overthrown, - through the
mobilization of the workmg class under
the leadership of parties ot the Inter-
national Committee of the Fourth Inter-
national.”

SwpP Supporter Joms Argenhne Social Democracy

The Moreno ( La Verdad) fac-

bajadores (P.R.T.) of Ar-

gentina has recently liquidated

itself into the Socialist Party of

- Argentina (PSA-Coral faction).

Moreno took this action based

on_a repudlatlon of Trot-

skyxsm. :

Moreno has been the . mam

supporter in Latin America of

the Socialist Workers Party’s

‘minority within the Pabloite

"United Secretarlat The other
faction of the P.R.T. supports

‘the United Secretariat ma-

jority led by Ernest Mandel.
The latter faction organized the
E.R.P. which was recently in-
volved in a number of kid-
nappings - and urban guemlla
activities. A

This step, taken by Nahuel Moreno,

* old-time leader of the P.R.T. is linked

to his- whole past -anti-Marxist

- method. He has refused to build a re-
‘volutionary party. Instead he has

engaged in a frenzied search for a sub-
- stitute in centrism, bourgeois na-

tionalism and in the trade union bu-

_reaucracy.

Moreno and his group entered the Pe-

ronista movement with the excuse that it
would fight for Trotskyism inside the Pe- -

ronismo. In the early 1960’s, 90 percent of
the Argentine workers were under the in-

fluence of Peronism. ThlS centrism lasted

for more than 7 years (1957-1964) in which
the so-called *‘fight for Trotskyism’ was

.-abandoned, ‘and the Moreno group was the

one who accepted the hegemony of Peron.

“‘Only a madman can argue against the -

magnificent role that Peron played inside

our movement,” Moreno stated in that:

period. In their paper -Politica Obrera
(June 28, 1960), they even went further and
held the position that Peron was in favor
of workers’ militias and workers’ control
even after Peron '‘saved the fatherland,”
giving a hand in the guerrilla coup d’etat.

PETTY BOURGEOIS
In 1964, Moreno joined ranks with the
FRIP; a petty bourgeois group and to-
gether founded the P.R.T.
By this time, the Moreno group had split
from the Internatmnal Committee along

“with the SWP on the basis of “mtegratlon

into the Castroist current.”

_ The abandonment of Trotskyxsm and the
attack on the permanent revolution went
even further: In the book of Moreno’s, La:
Revolucion Latinoamericana, he exposes
his view clearly: ‘“‘Life has proved the
gaps, omissions and mistakes of the Per-
manent Revolution. The dogma that the
only class that can resolve the demo-
cratic demands of the working class is
false. Sections of the middle class and the
peasantry, in some occasions, have proven
themselves as the revolutmnary leaders.

History has proven false the theory, that

in the backward country the working class
is the revolutxonary leadership.” -
"Mareno, in his book, points out that the
Transitional Program brings together the
European revolutionary experience; but
that this program does not even ‘mention
guerrilla warfare and - deals very su-
perficially on the question of the pea-
santry, nationalism and democratic

demands.

In July 1969 the Moreno faction (La
Verdad) was expelled by the majority,
the PRT-ERP. The PRT-ERP was re-
cognized as the official section of the
Unified Secretariat and the Moreno group
was recognized as a sympathizer.

It was no accident that the SWP became
a strong supparter of the Moreno group.
Guerrillaism had ceased to be a nice thing
to speak about, it had turned into the
“modus vivendi” of the PRT-ERP. With
the right turn to capitalist politicians in
the past years, the SWP felt un-
comfortable belonging in the same move-
ment with the terrorists of the PRT-ERP.

Moreno has taken SWP politics to its
logical end. After its liquidation in the
PSA (Coral), it is looking forward to .

- forming a “soc1ahst front” with the other

PSA under the basis of support to Peron,
but with a ‘“socialist program,” and in
that way ‘‘radicalize the masses.”

The independence of the working class
from bourgeois nationalism is dropped.
Support of a “‘progressive’’ bourgeois poli-
tician who would ‘““radicalize’” the masses
is substituted.

The politics of Moreno are as op-
portunist and liquidationist as that of the
PRT-ERP faction. In fact they are the
same in method as those of Lora in Boli-
via, supported within Argentina by the
Politica Obrera group. All these various
groups-start from Latin American con-
siderations and thus cannot free them-
selves from' the natmna} bourgeoisies of

" these countries.

‘The Trotskyist movement in Latin Ame-

" rica must begin from international per-

spectives particularly learning the Iessons
of the struggle for the Marxist method
against Pabloite revisionism within the
Fourth International. This struggle is now
beginning in several Latin American coun-

.trles
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Class
Struggle
Sweeps
Namibia

BY C. WOODS & P. MARTIN
Nixon’s policy of August 15th marked the beginning of the
capitalists’ determined struggle to defeat the working class
internationally by destroying the unions in Europe and the U.S. and
by waging war in the colonial countries. The international working
class offensive against imperialism is brought into focus in Africa
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by the massive strike -action in Namibia, South West Africa.

The general strike that began
December 13, 1971 and which con-

tinues today is a determined effort by

the workers of Namibia to fight
against the tyranny of the South
African regime and to deal a heavy
blow to the imperialist forces which
have exported, in the form of profits
and dividends, one third of its yearly
Gross National Product.

Namibia, an extremely rich couniry in
mineral resources located in the
southwest tip of Africa, was colonized by
Germany in 1889 after initial forays were
conducted by missionaries armed with
their Bibles. The German imperialists
were met with a war of resistance
(1904-1907) as were the Portugese
(1916-1917). Owing to the superiority of
arms and foreign capital, these wars of
oppression reduced the population of
Southwest Africa by two thirds.

As an occupied country, South West
Africans were forced to fight and work for
the German imperialists. After World
War I South West Africa was handed over
to the South African Union under a man-
date of the League of Nations. This opened
the door for the Allied powers to join in the
exploitation of Namibian labor and
mineral resources. What followed was a
period of ruthless enslavement and
exploitation by international capitalism
which was challenged in 1922 and 1932 by
popular uprisings.

SWAPO

The earliest organized workers’ resis-
tance to the colonial oppressors began in
1957 when Namibians working in the
South African mines formed the Ovambo-
land People's Congress (OPC). This
organization, through increased support of
workers inside Namibia, became the
Ovamboland People’s Organization (OPO)
in 1959 with Sam Nujoma as President. It
was in 1960 that the OPO officially became
South West Africa Peoples Organization
(SWAPQ) which is the present day organi-
zation of the Narmibian workers.

The South African regime reacted to the
threat of an organized, militant workers
movement by firing into a crewn of
peaceful demonstrators, kifling 11 and
wounding more than 50—the Windhoek

. Massacre. The leadership of SWAPO was
broken up through deportations and relo-
cation. ‘A few, including Sam Nujoma,
were rescued and sent into exile.

Throughout the early history of
SWAPQO's development, the goal of
national independence was the main
rallying ery and hopes for independence
lay. in their trast of ““world opinion™ and
the U.N. fo revoke the South African man-
date and to place Namibia under a U.N.
mandate. If was on August 26, 1966 that the

SWAPOQ leadership, in response to a
negative ruling by the World Court,
launched armed struggle in Namibia. By
initiating guerrilla warfare, SWAPO
turned its back on the workers and
peasants who were looking for leadership.
South Africa answered the guerrilla
threat by extending the ‘‘Suppression of
Communism Act’’ into Namibia, followed
a short time later by the ‘““Ant-Terrorism
Act.’’ These so-called security acts were
used to arrest, imprison, and torture 200 of
Namibia’s most militant workers. This
sparked the student protests against South
Africa and the learning of Afrikaans, the
language of oppression. Students printed
“Namibia” on the blackboards and walls
in defiance of the increased repression.

HATED TOOL

SWAPOQ, its leadership in prison or
exile, was cut off from the working
class—chiefly the miners, fishermen and
farm laborers who were about to go on the
offensive against the South West African
Native Labor Association (SWANLA), the
hated tool of the capitalist corporations.

SWANLA, A South African government
agency, takes care of labor recruitment
for the big corporations operating in
Namibia. The recruiters select workers

and sent them without regard to their

preference into mines, the fishing in-
dustries or to settlers’ farms. The 'so-
called contract that the workers are
forced to sign is for a two-year ma-
ximum duration.

From the time of recruitment, the
worker has neither the right to be absent
nor to annul the “contract.”” Neither has
he the right fo live with his family in the
work zone. Any tardiness or camplete
absence from work is considered a crimi-
nal offense. Workers are housed in
barracks under extremely crowded and
inhrman conditions, Abuse against
workers has ranged from outright murder
to theft of his meager savings. Wages,
often a mere $10 a month, are 20 times less
than what a European worker gets for the
same work.

REPRESSION M

It was with the demand for the total
abolishment of the contract labor system
that thousands of workers walked off their

jobs: last year. The strike began in the.

mines around Windhoek and spread quick-
1y to include the fishing industries of
Walvis-Bay, the copper mines of Tsumeb
in the North and soon included all work
sectors of the economy. On the first day of
the strike, 13 strike leaders were arrested
and charged under the 1920 ‘‘Master and
Servant Act'’: a law so heinous one
wonders why it isn’t simply called the
“Legal Lynch Law.”

In the face of all the repression that the

Top, SWAPO guerrilla checks out weapon in Namibia. Above left, SWAPO pres_i'deht

Sam - Nujoma. Right,

South African regime can muster—brutal
beatings, arrests, torture, deportations,
and relocations to the internment camps
called ‘‘bantustans’’—the Namibian
workers are continuing their strike begun
in December of 1971. The blow to the
imperialist corporations, dependent on
cheap labor for their gigantic profits, has
forced them to offer modest reforms in
the contract labor system. The ‘‘terms of

agreement’’ accepted by puppet chiefs -

loyal to the South African govermment
have been completely rejected by the
strikers. An attempt to recruit scab
laborers from the bantustans has totally
failed as these peasants are in complete
solidarity with the workers.

SWAPO, while clairning leadership for
the workers’ offensive, has failed to carry
the struggle forward. The massive strike
action by the Namibian workers is heing
channeled . into reformism and the real
question of seizing power through workers
control-of the mines is being ignored. This
piecemeal approach to liberation comes at
a time when capitalism internationally is
being pushed against the wall. Any
retreats that afford capital a breathing
spell can only lead to betrayal of the
working class internationally.

* REFORMISM

The SWAPQ leadership, faced with the
task of applying its forces toward a
socialist revolution, a revolution that
would have tremendous repercussions for
African workers in other countries as well
as for workers internationally, has opted
for national independence under its
national bourgeoisie.This struggle for in-
dependence based on Casiro-style
guerrilla ‘warfare can only lead fo the
defeat of Namibia’s most revolutionary
fighters.

Guen'xﬂa warfare in Namxbia is beavﬂy

Peter ~ Mueshihange,

General Secretary of SWAPO.

supported by revisionists and Stalinists
who encourage the theory of a two stage
revolution. The guerrilla fighters, ' by
neglecting the workers and peasants and
reducing their offensive to a secondary

‘role, isolate themselves in the country-

side -and stage raids against the Cunene
DAM Project in north-west Namibia and
attack South African military instal- -
lations in the CAPRIVI Strip. These
military actions have created thousands.of -
refugees who have fled into Zambia to
escape brutal reprisals.

The revolutionary forces must hegin

‘with the objective conditions of the crisis

in capitalism internationally. This is vital
for an understanding of what has to be -
done- now and in the immediate future.
The strength of the workers in Namibia is
reflected in how South Africa is being
forced to shift its tactics from direct

domination to national independence un-"

der South African capital.

in order for such schemes to work, it is-
necessary for South Africa {o have its
agents & the new regime. These agents
come under the flag of the national bour-
geoisie, a parasitic extension of capital.

The “'Popular Front” advocates try to
divert the revolutionary action of workers
behind such slogans as “Independence
Now" and “Defense of the Fatherland.”
These demands link the workers. to the
national bourgeoisie, creating a loyal
opposition to be smashed at a later date.

The task of SWAPOQ is to break from the
national hourgeoisie which is leading the
workers and peasanis io betrayals. The
Stalinists must be exposed for their
betrayals which led to the slaughter of
millions of workers and peasants in Spain,
Germany, and China and now Ceylon and

_Pakistan. This exposure can only take

place through the bmldmg ofa Trotskyxst
party.
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The following is an i

*’Sneedy’ Gonzalez addresses UAW convention.

nterview conducted by Labor Editor

UAW Convention

Dan Fried with Jimmy Zarello and Bill Janick of Local 735
UAW covering the General Motors New Departure Bea-
rings plant at Clark Township, New Jersey. Both men were
attending the recent UAW convention in Atlantic City, New

Jersey. Zarello was delegate and Janick an alternate

elected on the opposition Action Slate. The Action Slate ran

A. (Speedy) Gonzalez for trustee against the Woodcock

“Team.”” The Action Slate is based primarily among
younger workers and blocked with the United National
Caucus at the Convention on the proposal that union offi-
cers should be elected by a direct referendum vote of the
membership instead of by the convention delegates. This is

the second of a two part series.

Auto Worker: What you just said, that
all roads lead to one thing~—there’s going
to have to be a revolution. But we don’t
believe that, : :

Builetin: For instance, how are you
going to get to a situation where the
government won’t be able to control
wages, won’t be able to say “We have the
right to reduce wages.” How are you going
to get to that.>

- Auto Worker: You're not going to get
that anywhere. Let’s talk about one issue.

Bulletin: What issue? You can’t get
even one issue. What about the refer-
endum? Why do you want the refer-
endum? You say you have a Lordstown
sitnation in your plant. o

Auto Worker: We have a little different
situation. Lordstown has mostly young
guys, we have a lot of older workers. We
have a different kind of rank and file, dif-
ferent kind of people working there,

Bulletin: But now there’s Norwood.
Norwood’s the same as Lordstown:
They’re not se young, and it's the same

. issue. They’re on strike now.

Auto Worker: It won't spread to our
plant: Unless a lot of these people get out
on the 30 and out. : )

Bulletin: I'm saying it'll spread to every
plant. , .

Aunto Worker: You don’t know my plant.
In my plant the majority of the people are
old,” and all they’re looking for is their
pension in 2 or 3 years. They could give a
shit less about whatever else happens. If
we went in to our plant and preached revo-
lution, we wouldn’t be here sitting with
you now.

Bulletin: Pm not saying you should

" preach revolation. I'm saying you have to

have an understanding of that. What are -

the issues. They elected you because they
thought you could get them victories on
these issues. The basic issue, one of them,
there are others, and its seems to me that
the Pay Board and wages is an issue for

all workers—it has to be. In other words,

let's not he short-sighted. Let’s not say
‘“Maybe it isn't today and therefore it
‘'won’t be tomorrow.” We know it’s an
issue, we know why they brought in the
Pay Board. To maintain profits. But all of

- these questions are the issues. In a sense -
they're bread and butter issues that .

reduce themselves to a struggle over
profits, or to a struggle between the
working class and the capitalist class.
Now I'm not saying you're going to
change it by preaching that, separate from
" the struggle. -
Auto Worker: How do you say it’s going
to be changed? ,
Bulletin: I’'m saying it’s going to be
changed by basically changing the social
system, by workers taking control over
- the economy, That’s the enly possible
way. - ITT s
Auto Worker: The only way that could
he done is.by the complete overthrow of

the ‘government, through revolution. Do

~-you really believe this is going to happen?
I don’t believe it’s going to happen.

Bulletin: That’s right. I believe it has to

happen. What's your opinion .on what has
to_happen. _

Auto Worker: I'm saying that you can
get a lot of your things across in this estab-
lishment. I don’t mean in only the union,

but in this rountry. ' !

Bulletin: Buf you have to tell me what’s
your program for unemployment, what’s
your program to stop the plant closings, to
stop productivity, speed-up, etc. They
have a program. 1 think their (Wood-
cock’s) program is wrong, but I don’t even
think they’re going to implement their
program. -~

Auto Waorker:
Timkin.
Bulletin: Then you’d have to shut down

Then they could use

_Timkin.
Auto Worker: As long as. the U.S. -

(GGovernment is here you're not shutting
down General Motors.

Bulletin: Are you saying that if you shut
down General Motors the United States
government would do something about it?
Would you say they would intervene.

Auto Worker: I think so. They wouldn’t
let us shut down, )

Bulletin: Supposing they shut down the
docks. The U.S. Government might inter-
vene. They haven’t yet. They’ve only done
it through the Taft-Hartley Act. But sup-
posing it did happen. Would they pass a
special law or an injunction?

Auto Worker: They're talking about it,
aren't they?

Bulletin: Supposing the workers defy
that injunction. Wouldn’t they have the
right, or have to, to defy some of these
strike-breaking injunctions at certain
points? It may not happen in General
Motors, but it could happen in any situa-
tion where-you get a confrontation with
the (Government

Issues that surrounded recent Lordstown strike (above) now face all auto workers.

‘“You’re not the same as them. They

voted for you.”

“You know why? Because they made a

at the same time.”’

‘mistake. They messed up too many people

“These mistakes are not mistakes any

more.”’

Auto Worker: He's against unemploy-
ment, he’s for better housing, he’s against
crime. But he has no program.

Bulletin: He’s for getting laws passed
requiring corporations to do things. Some
things are coming out, it’s true. The guys
are just trying to make a speech, but what
they’'re saying has to be listened to.

Auto Worker: No, I don’t say put them
down. They should have been listened to
Monday, even Sunday. That’s when they
should have been listened to, not to be

‘given just one day. :

Bulletin: “What about your program on

_unemployment?

"Auto Worker:; We’ll give you a program.

We came down here with resolutions.
These are programs for us. We have solu-

tions. I can’t give you a program on every
single issue. I don’t spend my whole day
and every night sitting down writing
programs. We work on a small level, on
our particular problem, because this is the
only way we’re going to solve them—our
problems.. We -can’t talk about a world-
wide problem, because we can't solve it.
We’re not in a position to solve it. So what
we're saying is, let us handle our little
thing, and if everybody would do that. . . .
Bulletin: Supposing there were a strike
in your-plant over the question of speed-

“up, unemployment. Supposing it was legal

like at Lordstown, where they pressured
the International into: supporting them.
Wouldn’t this raise as it did in Lordstown
and now in Norwood and some of these
other plants the -possibility of ‘having a
shutdown of all General Motors?

" Auto Worker: What we’re talking about
is strategy and the way of going about it.
Bulletin: This strategic question raises
this question. You won this case and you
guys are fighting in there. But on this par-
ticular issue to get-a change it may
require a strike in your plant. I don’t know
the details but I know it was required in
Lordstown.

Auto Worker: You know the first people
you've got to fight? The union. The top. To
get the strike. : C

What’s going to happen now to
Lordstown, to the plant? Is it going to go
right back to the way it was, right. v

Bulletin: Sure it is. A question of time.
But I'll tell you another thing that’s going
to happen. The guys there are not going
to take it. It's going to explode. It’s going
to be a while, you can’t predict it. It may
link up with these other things. There's
going to be a wildcat. There may be a
whole other development in the rest of
these plants so that might bring Lords-
town into the picture. All 'm saying is
that they haven’'t solved the basic
questions there. ‘

Auto Worker: In our way of thinking if
you get more young people involved in this
unionism, get rid of some of the older
people you'll have an opposition. Wood-
cock’s not going to control every con-
vention or every referendum vote if you
get an opposition.

Bullétin: What I'm trying to say is the

younger ones are in the forefront of it, but
it’s not going te stop there. At Lordstown
it was not just a question that they were

Dan Fried Talks To
Action Slate Leaders

young workers. It was a question of Ge-
neral Motors taking certain decisions te
raise its profits not only by getting more
work in production but even more, they
want to weaken and even break the union

* entirely. They’re looking at it like that.

Auto Worker: 1don’t see why they want
to break the union.

Bulletin: I can see why. Because they
feel a competitive squeeze. There is a
pressure on profits in terms of increased
costs. They have difficulty increasing
their sales unless they can lower their
costs too. Ford announced this morning
that they increased their profits quite a bit
and through productivity, squeezing more
work per man hour, basically. The auto
contract for all the weakness of the lea-
dership wasn’t exactly a defeat for the
workers. Afterwards, the corporations felt
something had to be done. Out of that is
how the Pay Board came into being. They
sort of felt they had to start reversing the
tide. And since then General Motors not
only is fighting through the government on
things like the Pay Board but has decided
to really put the screws on. They can only
go so far in this if there is a union facing
them. In other words, they got something,
they got increased productivity, but they
also are getting this resistance now. It
could explode. You got Lordstown, etc.
I'm not saying it's going to last till the
next contract. I think a lot could happen.

Auto Worker: How do they want to des-
troy the union? Wipe it out completely? So
there’s no union? Or put it down com-
pletely so it's strictly a paper tiger. I think -
what they want to do is make them give
up, show the unions that you can't beat us
so “keep your little struggle where it is,
don’t go too far.” I think they don't have to
try too hard with the UAW. They’ve ac-
complished it. Qver the last ten years.

Bulletin: But they haven’t destroyed it.
They've weakened it. But this convention
is not the whole of the UAW, only a part of
it. This convention is going on, and they
had a settlement at Lordstown, but like I
said, they didn’t really settle anything. Be-
cause the guys aren’t going to go back to
the same conditions, they're not going to
accept the conditions like in the other
plants, and so it’s not settled. And workers

- are going to create a certain dissention in

the union. It’s inevitable. They're going to
start making demands. They’'re not going
immediately sdy, ‘“To hell with the union,
there’s nothing I can do,”” and look around
for some other solution. Or they're not
going to immediately say ‘“We don’t need
unions, let's have socialism.” We’re not
saying that at all. What they're going to
say is, “‘Damn it the Union should be doing
something.” We have this Fedders strike
in New Jersey. It’s very significant be-
cause it's clear they want to break the
union in that place. They can’t do it all at
once. ’

Auto Worker: Our company doesn’t
need any tricks to break our umion.
They've already done it, through the union
leadership, and 1 think*you would agree
with that. Through the lack of intelligence
of the leadership. I mean these guys just
don’t care. They were bought off a long
time ago. You wouldn’t believe the con-
ditions there. The leadership is really ter-
rible. You can’t even talk to these guys,
you can’t communicate with them at all.
But not only them, it's a lot of the guys
that work there. The apathy. They voted
for them because they are them. They
didn’t vote for us in the beginning.

Bulletin: Okay. But now there's been a
hig change. Youw’re not the same as them.
They voted for you.

Auto Worker: You know why? Because
they made a mistake. They messed up too
many people at the same time.

Bulletin: You said that to me the first
time I met you. People say they made a
mistake. These mistakes are not mis-
takes anymore. They have to make these
kind of mistakes now because they’re
trying to take away from the working
class what it’s goften since 1935, They
were saying Lordstown was a “mistake’!

CONCLUDED
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Hospital League
Aims To Provoke
1199 To Strike

BY AN 1199 MEMBER
NEW YORK—The contract negotiations between
Local 1199 and the League of Voluntary Hospitals
have been broken off. The union has charged the
bosses with refusing to bargain.

~ The union demands include
a 15 percent or $25 increase
over one -year, whichever is
greater. 1199 has also de-
clared that there will be no
settlement in the voluntary
hospitals without a settle-
ment of the crisis in the affi-
liation hospitals. These are
the city hospitals which are
administered in part by the
voluntaries, and where 2,000
Local 1199 members face loss
of their union membership
and benefits, ‘
The hospitals have thus far of-
" fered a grand total of six dollars
over a three year contract. They
have refused to budge from this
insulting offer. They are clearly
provoking a strike. The task
. facing hospital workers today is
to prepare for this battle.
Thirty-three thousand workers
are covered by the contract be-
tween 1199 and the League of
Voluntary Hospitals. Another 15,-
000 members in the New York
metropolitan area will be direct-
ly affected by the outcome of this
struggle,

ROB -

These workers and their
families will not stand idly by as
Nixon, the $40,000-a-year execu-
tives and the muiti-millionaire
Boards of Trustees seek to rob
them of the gains they have
fought for over the last twelve
years. '

Hospital workers believe that
- they are entitled to belong to the
union of their choice and to bar-

Steel Hit
By Wildcat

BY TIM STEVENS
SPARROWS POINT, MD.,
May 29—Coke oven workers
at the Bethlehem Steel in-

stallation here are threa-
tening to resume a one day

wildcat strike, which ended
two days ago, unless their
grievances are resolved by
this Thursday.

The Friday walkout was in re-
sponse to the institution of speed-
up, a reduction in incentive pay,
unsafe conditions and racial dis-
crimjnation.

At a meeting held on Saturday
at the USWA Local 2610 hall, the

men voted to return to work, but

let it be known that the walkout
would resume on Thursday if the
grievances were not settled.
Federal Judge R. Dorsey Wat-
kins issued a one week tem-
porary restraining order against

the strike, but it had little effect.

“Our demands are the same as
they were yesterday,” said a
zone committeeman on Sunday,
“and we are giving management
until Thursday to-make some
- real progress or-we're walkmg
out agam." :

gain and fight for decent wages
and working conditions.

While the bosses cry poverty,
they undertake huge building and
expansion programs. They move
to cut thousands of jobs in the
critical patient care areas and
then shed crocodile tears for the
welfare of the patients.

" MINIMUM

The $155 minimum which the
workers are seekmg would bare-
ly reach the minimum income
level for a family fo four set by
the Federal government itself.
The hospital bosses are seeking
to push workers back to the
lowest subsistence levels with all
their vicious propaganda about
overpaid hospital staff.

Meanwhile the city’s Health
and Hospitals Corporation is
coordinating its attack with the
voluntary hospital manage-

‘ments. The rollback of 2,000 1199

members into District Council 37
of the State County and
Municipal Workers is sche-
duled for July 1st, the same
day that the contract expiration
in the voluntary hospitals occurs.

UNION-BUSTING
DC 37 head Vietor Gotbaum
has emerged as the open accom-
plice of Lindsay in wage cutting
and union-busting. Gotbaum
demands that the 1199 members
in the city hospitals accept a

" wage cut of up to $40 a week!

At present, 1199 is under in-
junction by the courts to desist
from any further work actions as
a result of the mass sick-in at the

city. hospitals. Using the Taylor .

Law, the government has warned
the union of heavy fines if they
defy this order.

This July, hospital workers will
be in the front line of the fight
against Nixon and the Pay Board.
The basic right to a living wage
now means a head-on collision
with the government.

This contract fight takes place
at a time when millions of trade
unionists face a showdown with
the Pay Board or have already
had their wages slashed.

In this situation, a fight by 1199
to destroy the Board and win

‘their demands can mobilize the

overwhelming support of

.millions of workers behind it.

unions
union-busting

Several other
the bosses’

joined = Whitney-Blake

tactics

strikers in

on _the  day - before

ratly ai
the

“against
last  week.

Hamden plant
contract - vote

UE Rams Through Pension
Sell-Out At Whitney Blake

BY SHEILA BREHM

HAMDEN, Conn.——Members‘of United Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers, Local 299
voted to end their 11 week strike against Whitney Blake Co., a subsidiary of Continental Tele-
phone Co. The two year contract was approved by a vote of 107 fo 60

This 300 member local is the’

only unionized-shop in the conglo-

merate. The local originally went
out rejecting the company 5 offer
of a 14.5% increase in wages and
pensions,

The contract accepted repre—
sents little change from-the com-
pany’s first offer; the only real
change came in a 50¢ increase in
pensions along with other im-

_provements in the pension plan.

This -pension agreement now
brings Whitney Blake workers up
to the average plan in the area.
The wage increase for the first
year amounted fo a 19¢ an hour
raise for .day workers; and 14¢
for flat workers—which is 5¢ less
than ‘the company’s original
offer. The wage mcrease

" amounted to 5 5%.

) EEAC‘I‘ION
‘In spite of the acceptance of
the contract, the overwhelming
reaction from the ranks, both
from those who voted for and

- ber:

against, was that xt is not a good
contract, It is now clear that the
contract was pushed through by
the UE leadership.

RALLY

One day before the contract
vote, the UE held a rally in front
of Whitney Blake and mohilized
about 75 workers, including
members of other locals in the
area. At the rally the negotiating
‘committee said repeatedly that
the latest contract offer of May
24 was far from adequate and
urged a “No” vote, But at the
union meeting only one day later
.it was a different story.
According to a Local 299 men-

“I dbn’t think the contract

v should have been approved, but

the negotiating committee did it.
They were on the side of them--
selves. At the rally they said™
- “Vote No” and tonight they were

w:shy—washy. I guess they felt
which way the wind was blowing.
That’s probably why a lot of
people voted for it. They sold us
out, but they put the full weight
on us.”

PAY BOABD :
From the first day of the strlke
UE field representative Harry .
Kaplan said ‘“The company is out-
to break the union and this local
will not accept the dictates of the -

company.” But then the leader- -~

ship accepted the dictates of the

~government’s Pay Board, its
" main purpose being the destruc-

tion of the American trade un- .

_ ions, and from the beginning of =
the strike agreed to only a 55% . -

wage increase. This capitulation
forced the younger workers off

- the picket lines; the 5.5% wasnot

enough to make up for: the
tremendous financial loss
coupled with the lack of strlke
benefxts

P.R. Government Locks Out Water WOrkers

SPECIAL TO THE
BULLETIN
PUERTO RICO—More

than 1750 members of the:

Insular Workers Union of the
Electric Construction and In-
dustry (U.LTI.CE.) struck
against the Agency of Water

‘Supplies of the government

last Thursday. The prier

Saturday, the union member-

ship had given a strike vote to

the leadership.

Two days before the strike,
members of the union were not

 allowed to enter the shop by the

supervxsors who said that they
(U.LT.LC.E.) were on strike. A
couple of hours later the unien
leadership called and said that
they were not yet on strike.

"CARRETAS

As was pointed out by the
secretary of the union, Rodrigo
Carretas, this “is the first time
in the history of the labor move-
ment in Puerto Rico that the em-
ployer declares a strike when the
union leadership hasn’t yet dtme
lt *n N

- mas
. from 4percentw6pement‘
What is behmd t!ns 1s the

refusal of the government and its
agency to negotiate demands of
the workers. Those demands are
an increase from $1.71 to $2.30 for

- unskilled workers and on top of

this an increase of 44 percent in
the 3 year contract (15-15-14);
one month vacation after a year

and increased sick leave from 15 -

days to 18 days and job security;
job  classifications and their
meals to be paid for when they
have to travel. They - are
demanding  that - the Christ-
‘bonus . be .~ increased

According {o the government,

the demands nf the union wﬂl
amount to $26,000,000 and they -
are wﬁling only to give $6,700,000
in wage mcreases and. f.rmge
benefits. } .

EL MUNDO |
' The strike of the ULTICE.

.comes at the moment when the

El Mundo strikers have been out

for more than four months. The

question of & general strike is
posed {o the Iabor movement-in

Puerto Rico’in its fight against

the Pay Board and the Ferre :

: gavemmenL
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"ENGLAND...

(Continued From Page 2):

order to deprive workers of their
most fundamental rights won in
200 years of struggle.

SMASH

In secret talks with the judi-.

ciary, the Confederation of
British Industry and the military,
Heath is consolidating his plans

to smash the unions in a general

strike situation.
.~ Under the Emergency Powers
- Act, passed in 1920, the govern-
ment would sweep away parlia-
mentary rule and declare a na-
tional state of emergency under
which the Tories could rule by
‘decree.

* This Act would enable Heath to-

virtually abolish = democratic
rights overnight. . Troops would
- be moved in to break the strike
and keep “law and order.” Even
the right to speak out.against the

'g{’)vernment ‘would become a
~ . ‘crime,

New classes of offenses could
be established at the Tories’ will.

Working class and socialist

organizations and their press
would be ruthlessly suppressed

TRO0P§ ‘

As the Socialist Labour League
of Britain has warned, British
troops are now being groomed.-to
-apply  the brutal ~tactics they
learned. in Ireland to British
workers.

" Reports reveal that ‘the top
.. army brass is increasingly preoc-
- cupied with countermg “subver-
sion.” A major genera] de~
clared:
“The more discerning of us are

extremely depressed about the -
'way things are going. We seem -

nearer and nearer to anarchy all
._the time.”

The feéling among the "al“my’

chiefs is total contemnpt for all

politicians and an impatience to
get rid of -any obstacles in the
way of smashing the working
class.

These  developments -indicate
the dangerous situation facing
the working class. The military,
together with sections .of the
Tories are now becoming spokés-
men for a right-wing fascistic
movement.

This showdown may take place
within the next few weeks. Heath
is absolutely prepared to go
through with it no matter how

much the frighténed trade union

leadership promises to
“cooperate’’ with Tory legisla-
‘tion.

The call adopted by the Liver-
pool Trades Council for Councils
of Action must now be taken up
throughout the country. The fight
for these Councils has been put
forward by the Socialist Labour
League.

Their aim is to prepare for the
general strike to defeat the
Toriés by demanding a recall of
the Trades Union Congress.

They must  function in the

general strike as organs of

defense against the Tories and to
fight a counterattack after the
election of a Labour govern-
ment.

Above all, they must become
the center of the political fight to
force the Labour government to
carry out a true “socialist

. program by fully exproprlatmg

the capitalist class.

Through this struggle, the

working class will be forced to
confront the need for a break
with the labor bureaucracy and
the construction of the revolu-

tionary party, the SLL, m a fight -

for power.

MINERS...

(Continued From Page4)

Bulletin: . “The last year that I
worked I made over $10,000. Why
shouldn’t I be entitled to half of
my salary when I retire?”

While the platform adopted by
the MFD at the convention raises
the demand for 25 and out at any
age or 20 years retirement at age
55, the base figure of only $200
per month after 25 years is far
too low expecially since other
unions such as the UAW get $500
per month after 30 years.

BLACK LUNG

Another miner who was secre-
tary of the Mingo County Black
Lung Association told the

- Bulletin: “If we had a decent
“union, ‘if we had a union like we
should have, there wouldn’t have
been any need for a Black Lung

- Association or for a Disabled

Miners Association because the

United Mine Workers could have’

‘taken care of it. They could have
enforced the safety law and
made every mine safe to work in.

ENFORCED

“They could have enforced the
power to have a law to compen-
sate every disabled miner -that
has to leave the mines. I was on
the safety committee in 1953.
-.“‘I thought I had the power to
stop that mine if there was any
immediate danger. And when
they signed the contract in 1953,

they took that power from the

men that worked in the place.
That’s the same as cutting the
wrists or the people’s throats.”
~-The role played. by the federal

“stated that:

government against the interests
of the miners was one of his
central points: ‘‘A man does not
have any say so whatsoever
while they're collecting this
Social Security from his daily
wages. But then when you
become disabled, then you're
absolutely denied aid.

FIGHT
“You’'ve got to fight for every-
thing you get from this federal
government. The Democrats and
Republicans both are involved in
it because they don’t want to give
the working ‘man nothing.” -

DEMANDS

In addition to the section on
pensions, other important
demands were raised in the plat-
form on the question of organiz-
ing the unorganized, strip mining
reclamation and on safety. The
platform included the statement
that: “The best way to make the
mines safe is not to work when
they are unsafe.”

Another important demand
““The next contract
should include a six hour day
with four work shifts, including

a mandatory safety maintenance -

shift. This would increase
employment opportunities and at
the same time would force
operators to take the proper time
to do safety maintenance work.”

PLATFORM
- The platform of the MFD, es-
pecially the fight for a six hour
day at eight hours pay, will re-
quire a head-on confrontation
with both the coal operators and

the government in the next con-

tract. :
But the central political ques-
tions facm&the UMW and the

‘ANTI-WAR UNIVERSITY'... -

(Continued Froni Page 7)

mto their scheme by stating that
the - examples of .the students
fired by their alienation and the
example of the colonial countries
‘would ‘‘detonate”  the workmg
class to revolt.

ABANDONMENT.
‘What the Pabloites -come up

with is an-abandonrnent of the -

* historic revolutionary role of the
_.working ‘class and with it the
- Transitional Program. Once

“again the old political hallmarks
of Pabloism erupt in a new form.

“‘The new. geueratxon of -

“radicals begins by rejecting
Stalinism "and Social Demo-
~cracy, and bypassing them in

action. In doing so they usually
" come to see themselves initially

not so much as a ‘clearly defined
ideological current but- as an
alternative political  vanguard,
united in actlon around parti-
cular issues.’”” :

. PERSPECTIVE :
‘What was the result of this

* unprincipled perspective in prac-
-tice?  One. month before May-

" June the French Pabloites were

writing ‘in their  magazine that
due to the new realities, revolu-

.. tionary struggles of the working -
- .class were far distant and the

. task was to mobilize: students to

_ build *“a wall of hate”’ agamst im-

perialism. -

‘When MayJune arrived, they.
dld ‘not change their perspective

‘to one of a principled- fight for
political - principles inside - the

. working class by, takmg up the -

.battle ‘to break the class from .

-+ 'Stalinism‘and within this context
“.~to win the students to this fight.

Instead acting on their “expe-
rience”’ in the student protest

' movement with the Cohn-Bendits

. and the. Maoists, .the Pabloites

developed a new - “student
strategy"——the ‘‘Red. Univer-
sity,” or in the U.S., the “an’u
war umversny ’

‘ AN’l‘I -WAR UNIVERSITY
In the context-of May-June, as

~-well as Kent State, the “Red’’ or
“‘anti-war university” served as

the best means of redirecting

students back into reactionary -

student powerism, ‘the idea'that

to reform the campus. The uto-

- pian conceptions of a ‘liberated”’

Sorbonne as a “Red University”
in' 1968 becomes the--*‘anti-war
university,” a -strategy for tur-

“ning the students away from the -
- struggles. of the working class.
into a reformist ‘attempt to-ex- -
tract facilities from campus ad-

ministrators to continue the
same reactionary protest move-

ment that thousands of students .

were already seeking to go
‘beyond. - This is the way the YSA
sought to channel the movement
after Kent State back mto
reformism. . ‘

Thus; in a statement 1ssued by

“ the - Student - Mobilization Com-
- mittee during the Kent State
~strikes carried in the Militant of

‘May 19,1970, there is a call on:

-“The “united campus communi- -
" ties to reach out into all commu-

nities—into - the -neighborhoods,
the labor. unions, the. Afro-
American and other Third World

_ organizations, the churches and
synagogues, the women’s groups,
the political ‘associations, the °

mllltary installation—and

organize the new; united antiwar
. ‘movement that will have the
. power.to actually compel an end

to the killing abroad as well asat
home.™

The turn away from the class’
perspective of Marxism- here
leads straight into the swamp-of

liberalism. The working class is
dissolved among the churches
and synagogues, women'’s groups

-.and “political associations” (i.e.,

the Democrats and Repub-
licans). By continuing student
protest, the new vanguard will
end the war.

PERSPECTIVE
The Workers League started

.- with the direct opposite of this
-the role of students-is somehow -

middle class impressionism and
reformism. If started during
Kent State with the perspective
.of the Transitional Program: -
‘“The turn is now to the prole-
tariat, i.e., chiefly to its revolu-
tionary vanguard. The historical

‘erisis of mankind is reduced to

the - crisis of revolutionary
leadership.”

In opposition to the YSA and its
anti-war universities, the WL in-
sisted that not a single question
could be dealt with on the college

campus. What was required was.
to begin -with ‘the fundamental

breakup of capitalism and the
consequent - movement of the
working class. :

STRATEGY

-Into: this movement must be
brought the strategy of the Marx-
ist movement, to bring into the
struggles ‘of the class the under-
standing that the struggles could
not bé: taken  forward without
establishing  the political in-

_ dependernce of the class.

Thus,  the: WL ~centered its

‘struggles on the campuses on the

fight for the labor party. In this
way the fight agamst the war
could be brought in-a living way

‘into the actual movement of the

class: instead of being dissolved
into- middle class protests once
more as the YSA was trymg to

rdo.

What all the talk about the anh-

war universities resolved itself
into was revealed in an article by
the -then-National Secretary of
the YSA, Susan Lamont, in the
May 19, 1970 Militant:

“The present eruption comes
not unrelatedly at a moment of
acute crisis for the American
capitalist class. Reeling under
the. blows they are suffering in
Indochina and at home, the swift-
ly increasing conflict within the
ruling class qualitatively ex-
pands the opportunities for those
who oppose them. Now is the
time to drive the wedges among
the rulers deeper and deeper, to
accelerate the struggle, to ex-

-pose the disqualification- of the

imperialist rulers to govern a
truly human society, cul-

-mm'ating May 30, far more
massive than anything prekus~ '

ly concenved ”

"OPPORTUNITIES
.Here 'is the logic of prag-
matism. Beginning from the
movement  of .the middle eclass
and seeking to maximize their
opportunities within that move-
ment, the Pabloites ended up in
complete hostility to Protskyism
and the working class. Pabloism
ended up in Kent™ State-Cam-
‘bodia playing the most  reac-
tionary role among the students,

diverting them away from the .
- struggles of "the working class

and the fight for a revolutionary
alternative leadership.

- It-'became the greatest
promoter of the bankrupt and
dangerous . deadend of * student

. protest, based not on the fight for

a revolutionary change in society
but a reformist and reactionary,
essentially liberal pressure

‘movement for concessions from

the capitalist class.
TO BE CONTINUED

entire labor movement, the Pay
Board and the other attacks by
the government on the working
class, are ignored in the plat-
form even though the UMW will
be threatened with a second year
contract wage cut by the Pay
Board.

- LESSONS
The lessons of the murder of
Yablonski have to be learned. It
is no accident that the most cor-
rupt and dictatorial labor bureau-
crats, Boyle and Joseph Curran,

"president of the NMU, among

others, have both attacked the
Bulletin in their union journals in
the last few years.

They use red-baiting and ‘‘anti-
communism’ as a smokescreen
behind which they surrender to
the interests of the employers. In
one of his attacks, Boyle took up
the Bulletin for the high ‘‘crime”
of calling for nationalization of
the mines under workers control.

NATIONALIZATION
But it is precisely the question

_of nationalization which is posed

by a serious struggle for decent
pensions, -safety and a shorter
work week which must be taken
up in the next contract.

At the center of this struggle is
the fight for -a political alter-
native: the formation of an inde-
pendent labor party based on the
trade unions which the Workers
League is campaigning for.

VIETNAM...

(Continued From Page 2)
dealings by scoring new vie-
tories in the South. V

Anloc is on the verge of being
taken by the NLF. The heaviest
fighting is taking place south of
the town on Route 13. On May
27th, in the biggest blow to
Saigon since the  Anloc battle
began, liberation troops des-
troyed an armored column that
was evacuating wounded soldiers
to the South.

North Vietnamese troops have
broken through the defense lines
of Hue on the My Canh river
forcing the Saigon. troops to pull
back. —

The liberation troops also ran

..over firebase 41 south of Kontum

where they now occupy sections
of the town and have control of
the airport.

The feelings of the Vietna-
mese workers was summed up by
one factory worker in Hanoi who
told a French journalist: I trust
you understand that we will
never give in and we will fight
until we win.”

COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY

The counter-revolutionary
forces of imperialism and Stalin-
ism come together now at a time

- when their interests are threa-

tened by the combined struggle
of the colonial peoples and the
working class of Europe and the
United States. This powerful up-
surge has thrown Nixon and the
Stalinists into a panic.

Nixon must now turn his
weapons against the American
workers who have and will con-
tinue to bitterly fight against any
attempt to attack their living
standards and their basic rights,

American workers must learn
the lesson of the bombing of
North Vietnam.: Nixon will stop
at nothmg to preserve capi-
talism, in Vietnam and within the

United States.

The copstruction of an Ameri-
can labor party based on the
trade unions will be the biggest
blow against Nixon’s genocidal
plans in Vietnam and the only
gvay o defend the working class

ere.

'
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West Coast News

STRIKE |
BOOKBINDERS
m&fgﬁs{ﬁmm- ‘

Workers of Bookbinders Union picket company i

e

Bookbinders Fight
Job Phase-Out Plan

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER

SAN FRANCISCO~The
Bookbinders and Bindery
Workers Union of Northern
California, Local 3, is on
strike against companies
belonging to the Printers In-
dustry of Northern California
(P.IN.C.) and the Associa-
ted Printers Industry (A.P.I.)

The employers are trying to
break the union by reclassifying
the union specialty workers so
that they would be allowed to do
all of the many and varied jobs of
the skilled journeywomen, There
is a national effort on the part of
the employers to label bindery
workers as unskilled in order to
reduce wages.

If the employers’ plans
succeed, it means the imme-
diate phasing out of journey-
women and an end to the appren-
ticeship program.

Nationally,
Union is attempting to get at
least 70 percent of men’s wages
for women. The employers are
attempting to drag the women

«down to 50 percent of
journeymen’s wages. ‘

While bindery workers have
had a 35 hour week for years, the
employers demand a 37% hour

the Bookbinders

week. The .-wage demands of
Local 3 are an 8.5 percent in-
crease and no lower than 5.5
percent in a one year contract.

STRENGTH

The strength of the union can
be seen in the fact that about one-
third of the 33 cormpanies in the
P.ILN.C. and A.P.I. have with-
drawn from these two associa-
tions and have signed interim
agreements with the union. Also
the strike was called without
notice to the employers and some
shops are full of work to be done.

But the fact that the majority
of bindery shops are in neither of
the two Bay Area employers’
associations and are therefore
not on strike and also negotiate

. separate contracts is a danger to

the union.

Some work is being sneaked
into non-striking shops. The un-
ion bureaneracy has warned
bindery workers to be on the look
out for “‘unusual jobs’’ coming in
and to notify the union.

Bindery workers must fight to
remove the policy of separate
contracts for each shop so that a
united strike can take place to
guarantee equal gains for all
bindery workers.

MCGOVERN-HUMPHREY . . .

{Continued From Page 20)

War II fighter bomber record and
pledged never-to see the United
States inadequately defended.

On his welfare legislation, Mc-
Govern revealed that he did not
even support it but put it for-
ward in the Senate only ‘“‘so it
could have a hearing.”

SUPPORT

The most embarassed support
for McGovern has been corning
from the Communist Party and
the People’s World. They are
busily advising McGovern on how
to improve his labor image.

The latest People's World con-
tains an incredible editorial by

Judy Bastin. McGovern,: when
asked by Hearst where he stood
on a North Vietnamese invasion,
came out and condemned if.
Bastin denounces Hearst for
chopping McGovern and ex-
plains that McGovern was only
playing ‘‘realistic politics™ in his
answer. .
She concludes that the right is
pressuring him and the answer is
to pressure back from the left.
She warns that a strong vote for

Wallace enabled the right-wing

to push McGovern to com-
promise his stance.

The CP seeks at all costs to
prevent a real fight against the
capitalist parties through the
building of a labor party.

n San Francisco strike.

_Labor Banquet On War

Refuses To Take Action

BY JEFF SEBASTIAN

SAN FRANCISCO—Over 400 Bay Area labor officials attended a dinner here.

~at the Del Webb Towne House to hear David Livingston, President of District 65

aqd Clifton Caldwell, Vice President of Butchers Union report on their recent
trip to Hanoi. Harold Gibbons of the Teamsters was absent because of ill health.

Among those on the plat-
form were Einar Mohn of the
Western Conference of Team-
sters, Harry Bridges of the
ILWU, Don Del Carlo, head
of the San Francisco Building
Trades Council, Art Carter
secretary-treasurer of the
Contra Costa Labor Council,
Tony Ramos, head of the
State Council of Carpenters
and William Ferguson of the
IAM. -

Far more significant than what
was said at this gathering is the
fact that anti-war sentiment and
the pressure on the unions is now
so great that virtually every ma-
jor labor leader in the Bay Area
was in attendance at this
gathering.

FEARS

The speakers revealed with
every sentence their fears of the
rank and file and their deter-
mination to keep everything un-
der control. Caldwell indicated
that the leaders of North Viet-
nam were workers just like him

and there was tremendous rap- -

port, honesty and frankness.

He stressed that he did net
approve of the North Vietna-
mese invasion and indicated that
Nixon should be discussing an
agreement for both sides not to
provide weapons while in
Moscow.

IGNORANT
Neither the speakers nor any of
the labor leaders in the audience
ever so much as mentioned the
ranks of labor as anything but an
ignorant mass. Harry Bridges
was most blunt. He proclaimed
that workers were interested
only in “pork chops,” did not
want to fight their government
and would not accept any
program unless it was dressed up

as properly American.

INSISTENT

All of the leaders were insis-
tent that any actions taken on the
war must be peaceful and orderly
and there were strong hints that
demonstrations were suspect in

~ this respect and that the way

forward was to educate the ranks
to exercise their will “through
their representatives and the
ballot box.”

The wage freeze, strike-
breaking, the break-up of the

BOTTLERS - - -

(Continued From Page 20)

able to go beyond a policy of
pressure on the bureaucracy.
A “‘general strike committee”

¢

Democratic Party and the con-
ditions facing the rank and file
worker were hardly mentioned
by this well-fed complacent
crowd as they complimented one
another for their courage in
daring to meet together on the

war. ‘ »
The working class is pre-
paring for action that will mean
quite a bit of indigestion to those
that think the way to fight
against imperialist war is to con-
duct an eat-in for peace. '

CWA Calis For
Walkout After

Suspension

BY ACWAMEMBER
SAN FRANCISCO~—The firing of Loren Blasingame, Presi-
dent of Communication Workers of America, Local 9415-
Oakland, and the suspension of 19 workers, including stewards,
for 30 days, has forced the Oakland local to call on all Bay Area

and Los Angeles locals to strik

on May 31. .
The dismissal and the Suspen-.
sions are attempts by the comp-

any to force a showdown with the

union. They are trying to speed-,

" up and mechanize the traffic

of stewards and strike leaders

was set up to meet and work out
a strategy but it continues to
function with the idea that it can
pressure the bureaucracy to take
action.

, CRITICAL

The strike is now at an ex-
tremely critical stage. If it is left
in the hands of -the Jack Gold-
bergers, who led the Indepen-
dent Journal struggle in San

department.

These actions stem from a
walkout of nearly 600 . people
protesting the suspension of 19
operators. They had walked out
last month when a trainee was
fired for being too slow in lear-
ning. o : ,

Also at issue was the com-
puterization of the supervisory
process which mechanically as-

signed times out for individuals

to use the bathroom. -

While Blasingame declared
that the walk-out was not a strike
but a “‘union holiday,” the com-
pany sees it differently. It
termed the walkout illegal.

‘ FEARS ) .

What the company fears is that
Bay Area workers are ready to
strike’ again. Every telephone
worker knows that every cent of
the contract won last summer is

gone, eaten up by the cost of

living and taxes. Suspensions
meted out as disciplinary actions
have been on the rise in most
offices.

As one toll operator pat it: I
can’t afford a walkout, not even
for one day. But if they can get
away with this across the Bay,
they'll try it here next. So we

Raphael, the striking unions face
ti » same shattering defeat.

The danger in the situation is
most sharply expressed at
several plants in Palo Alto and
San Jose where bottlers are
returning to work under the em-
ployers’ terms because they see
no clear way forward. One of
these strikers said: ‘‘Better a job
with no union than no job and a
union that won’t fight.” Workers
are facing the loss of their houses
and everything they have gained
in years of struggle. There is no
more time left to stall

RESPONSIBILITY .
.- The responsibility is now on the

e Pacific Telephone Company

have to go.

“But the whole area should go
out. That way it won’t take very
long for the company to give-in.”

WEED OUT

A Black plant woman in West
Berkeley claimed: “The com-
pany does this to try to weed out
the miilitants of the union first.
They didn’t stop there though. By
firing Blasingame, they show
they are out to get us all. It is
part of what goés on in this
country now. .

““They may try to cool things
down to get Nixon re-elected but
after that things are going to get -
worse, We don't have very long
to get it together.”

PT&T is taking its lead from

-Nixon's Pay Board. Having dealt

a blow to the CWA nationally by
forcing through a clause in the
New York contract calling for
the firing of any employee even
accused of a misdemearnor, they
now move in on the other tradi-
tionally militant district—the
Bay Area. - ;

~ EXPLOSIVE .

The union leadership here is
now on the hot seat. The explo-
sive situation demands that they
quit knuckling under to ‘the
threats of the International and
take up a fight against the com-

pany. ,

“general strike committee.”.
This committee has the strength
and the respect to rally the
strikers to take up the fight for a
general Teamsters strike. This
means taking the fight to the
rank and file truck drivers with
pickets to shut down the Bay
Area freight stations and bring

out the drivers with the striking

bottlers.

POWER :
This is the only power the
umon-busting employers and the

" judges with their fines and in-

junctions will understand. The
*“‘geperal strike committee”
must act. B fe

kS



Raises Need For

Labor Party
BY JEFF SEBASTIAN -
- SAN FRANCISCO—As the presidential primary

moves towards June 6th McGovern and Humphrey
are throwing verbal punches back and forth trying to

‘win' votes from sections of workers.

san Ffancisco “youth ’from

Postal Street -

Boﬂlers Form Councll
For General Strl‘-e 4

Academy protest .

federal

cuts - in

BY A BULLETIN REPORTER
0AKLAND~—Sxx hundred striking bottlers “from all over the Bay Area
answered the back-to-work ultimatum of the Food Employers Council with a
~ mass meetmg called desplte the opposition of the labor bur€aucracy. '

. Strlke commlttee leaders
- and rank and file shop ste-

wards called and led. this -

- meeting which was the first
joint. meetmg since the strike

“ began six months ago.

The ranks are furious over the
refusal of the Teamster leader-.
.- ship .o ‘'use the strength of the
*." - union to back up the strike. Calls
‘by speakers.for a general Team-~
- ster strike: to shut down the Bay
~Area brought tremendous’ res-
ponse from the ranks. o
The employers have offered a -
-wage increase of 5.5 percent and
" a few other sops but are deter-
©* mined to retain scab workers and - -
~ refuse. to rehire workers impli-
cated in “'wrong doing.”’ . In
“effect, this means a return -to
-work with the best militants fired
and the union wrtually shattered

w0

~STREET oo

'I‘he meeting shot off a tele-
gram, which passed: unani-
mously, to the Food Employers

Council refusing to accept the -
victimization of ‘a single worker. .
This meeting, held in the.
. Teamster hall in Oakland, was
.entirely in the hands of the rank
and file with the bureaucracy
afraid to utter a peep-of oppos1-‘ ‘
\txon

' UNABLE AT
Despite the overwhelming sen-

timent of the ranks for a real
fight, the stewards and ‘strike '

commxttee leaders were unable
to function as an “alternative

leadership ‘with a strategy to

propose.
Their hesitancy was “reflected
by the fact that they allowed

‘Goldberger to.speak and identify

himself. with the general strike

= e e e i e

D 52 00 FOR 6 MONTHS
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sentiments, without committing
himself to any policy. Precisely
at the point that action should
havé been proposed and carried
through -the stewards were un-

(Continued On Page19)

funding.

The recently televised de-
bate between McGovern and
Humphrey won little en-
thusiasm from the workers in
California who see that, des-
pite all -the rhetoric, . these
politicians are not com-
mitting themselves to any-

thing that will change the con-

ditions facing the masses of
workers—inflation, the war,
the wage freeze, and unem-
ployment.

On the fundamental questlon of
the attacks onthe standard of
living of the workers, Mec-

Govern, Humphrey and Wallace -

are sxlent

" This poses sharply the necessi-

ty for the labor movement to
break from the Democratic Par-
ty and build a labor party to re-
present the interests of the
working people and not the big
corporations. This -is the only
answer to the threat-of Wallace
and the only alternative that can
provide not promises but an-
swers for the working class in its.
fight against the employers and
‘the government.

_ As one worker, a painter, who

attended a McGovern meeting

Labor Candldafes

Ge_f Big Vofe

‘BY A CORRESPONDENT
PORTLAND—The slate -of candidates for the

‘School Board put up by the Portland Teachers Union
‘finishéd a' strong second to the incumbent slate m

‘the May 23 primary elections.

The 'union candidate for board
position 2 ‘was - defeated by
fewer than 2000 votes out of 100,-
_ 000. The working class in Port-
land responded with strong sup-
port for a slate that was identi-~
fied in the press as a bid for
power by: labor.  *

"The capitalist press breathed a
sigh of relief when the votes were .
in calling the near defeat of the
incumbents a  ‘‘vote . of con-

*~fidence.’! - The -Oregon :Labor

Press said the union candidates

- "“placed second in a crowded

field- because they had labor

- backing.””

.#The labor council newspaper
gave extensive coverage to the -

~/ teachers’ slate in the weeks pre-

ceeding the election.” The labor
campaign was really an-impor-
tant first step into the political
arena despite. the fact that. the
PFT leadership- tied the cam-

pajgn to support for a regressive.

tax base measure. 7
*This property tax increase was

defeated. in- the election, in the .

face of a costly campaign in
favor of passage- that was or-
ganized by representatives.of the
ruling class in this city. What the
defeat of the tax measure means

for Portland teachers and-

students  is ‘more massive cut-
backs in jobs, pay and basic
courses.

The PFT Ieadershlp is

proposing that teachers accept
pay cuts in place of layoffs.
Teachers must fight this bank-
rupt perspective and prepare for
a strike this fall.
- Even more decisive, the
teachers who forced the PFT
.leadership to carry out the union
campaign for School Board must
take this political initiative into
the August AFT convention in the
form of a flght for a labor party
in '72.

said: ‘‘All these politicians are
the same. When they get in, they
do nothing for the working man.”

HOLLOW

The hollow bickering between
McGovern and Humphrey has
one main result—increasing sup-
port for Wallace’s write-in can-
didacy. The union leaders here
for the most part are throwing
their support to McGovern. This
only strengthens Wallace’s posi-
tion as thousands of workers ex-
press their dissatisfaction with
the Democratic Party.

McGovern, in fact, is more and
more taking up the approach of
George Wallace. As he said in a
press interview: “I" really be-
lieve that-many of the so-called
little people find a voice in
Wallace. And while Wallace and 1
are poles apart in ideology, they

-also know I'm listening to them.”

Speaking at a ‘huge Union
‘Square rally in San Francisco,
McGovern was praised by labor
leaders from the IAM, Car-
penters and ILWU. Committing
himself to nothing concrete, he
promised to provide jobs for all,

clean up the environment, re- .

build the cities and establish
peace, brotherhood and equality.

While many of the AFL leaders
have been sticking with the fal-
tering Humphrey campaign, Mc-

Govern has picked up con-

siderable labor support from Bay
Area labor councils and many
Black politicians have rallied to
his campaign.

Chavez of the Farm Workers is
going all-out to try to deliver the
Chicano vote to McGovern, Many
ILWU leaders have entered the
McGovern camp keeping very

quiet about his vote to send stri-

king longshoremen back to work.

RIPPINGUP |
Humphrey has been ripping up
MecGovern’s _anti-labor record,
denouncing his votes ~against
unemployment insurance in 14B,
and claiming to be a “*jobs man”’
instead of a *‘welfare man.”

The TV debate held between
the two candidates Sunday ex-
posed this fraudulent campaign
completely. McGovern was' vir-
tually speechless, for Humphrey
pointed out that their Vietnam
records were identical, with Mc-
Govern voting for every war ap-
propriations hill despite hzs anti-

“war rhetaric.

McGovern could only reply
that he felt he had to vote for the
entire defense budget although
he opposed the war. Attacked for
threatening defense cuts, ‘Me-
Govern put forward his World

- {Continued On Page 19)
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