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The deepest econo-
mic crisis since the
1930’s is plunging the
entire capitalist world
into recession.

The way is clear for an
enormous collapse of capi-
talism through banking
crashes, industrial failures,
mass unemployment in the
industrial countries, and the
deaths of millions from
disease and starvation in the
undeveloped nations.

This sets the stage not only for
savage trade war but creates

conditions that force the capi-
talist class to prepare police
dictatorships and war.

This is the meaning of the
agreement at the French-US
talks in Martinique to permit
governments to calculate their
official gold holdings at current
market prices.

The Martinique decision repre-
sents a decisive blow against the
US attempts to ‘‘demonetize”
gold and maintain the dollar at
its current fraudulent $42.22 an
ounce official value.

Gold is asserting itself as the
only monetary unit which con-
tains real value against the con-
tinuously depreciating value of
all paper currencies. Investors
no longer have the slightest
confidence in paper money and
credit as a standard of value in
which to store their wealth.

The Martinique measures,

New Pact For
Mine Builders

BY DAVID NORTH

WASHINGTON, DC, Dec.
19—The United Mine Work-
ers announced late last night
that a tentative settlement
had been reached with the
Association of Bituminous
Contractors, which employs
4,500 mine construction
workers.

An estimated 50,000 coal
miners in several states—in-
cluding as many as 20,000 miners
in. West Virginia—have been
honoring picket lines set up by
the ABC workers.

Court injunctions ordering
UMW members back to work
have been defied. Appeals by
UMW President Arnold Miller to
the mine builders urging them to
withdraw their pickets have
been ignored.

The UMW international has
refused to release the details of
the tentative settlement.

Despite the agreement with
ABC, prospects of a nationwide

return to full-scale coal produc-
tion received another setback
when contract negotiations yes-
terday with western Penn-
sylvania trucking companies
were broken off.

Five hundred union trucking
employees served notice that
they would not haul coal without
a contract.

Association lawyer Steve
Cabot told the press: ‘“‘About 90
percent of the independent coal
truck drivers in the United
States are in western Penn-
sylvania.

“In simple terms, most of the
nation’s largest mining opera-
tions are here. If the trucking of
coal is not handled properly this
could spiral into the worst strike
this country could conceive of.”

Trucking workers who are
members of the UMW have
warned the employers that they
will seek to shut down coal
mines, whatever the outcome of
the ABC talks, if no agreement
with the Coal Haulers Associa-
tion is reached.

IS DYING”’

which overnight quadruple the
dollar value of the gold reserves
held by all central banks, must
give an enormous boost to infla-
tion, setting a wave of price
increases in motion as paper
money deteriorates still further.

The gold revaluation was advo-
cated by France as a desperate
attempt to increase its reserves
and buy time to meet the
massive deficits caused by pay-
ments for oil to the Arab states.

Since the Bretton Woods
agreement of 1944, capitalism
based its entire growth on the
American dollar and the expan-
sion of credit with the dollar
backed by the US gold hoard.

Nixon’s August 15, 1971
measures which removed the
gold cover from the dollar
brought this entire period . of
expansion and ‘‘controlled’’
inflation to an end.

® The result was an explosion of
inflation and credit, the floating
of all currencies and the under-
mining of the entire interna-
tional monetary system.

The orgy of speculation in gold
and commodities in an attempt
to protect their wealth became
the alternative of the capitalists
for investment in basic produc-
tion.

The collapse in capitalist
confidence is summed up by the
British journal The Economist,
organ of the bankers:

“The world of finance is in its
biggest mess for over forty
years. Capitalism is being tested
everywhere. Many people
believe it is dying. There is not a
major stock market where the
price tag on quoted companies
has not been marked down by at
least one-third and the reduc-
tion has been nearer to a half or
two-thirds. Inflation and a
reverse yield curve have choked
off the bond market. More than
150 investment bankers and
securities dealers in the US have
gone out of business in the past
18 months. The bubble of
speculation in land and build-
ings burst so explosively that
fear persists that one of the
world’s big property companies
may go bust any day. And the
vicissitudes of the banking fra-
ternity have included some of
the worst failures since the
1930’s.”

French President Giscard

These are the conditions that
have set the stage for the latest
crisis of the British pound. The
Arab oil-producing states are
now refusing to accept payment
in pounds for their oil.

With Britain experiencing a
balance of payments deficit of
well over $10 billion a year they
are convinced that the pound is
next to worthless. Britain has
only been able to finance her
payments on the basis of
deposits by the Arab states in
British banks.

An Arab withdrawal of these
funds would mark the collapse of
the pound as the banks called in
debts from corporations unable
to pay their loans. This would
mean a complete halt to British
international trade and a catas-
trophic collapse of the interna-
tional monetary system.

The Organization for
Economic Cooperation and
Development issued its 1975
forecast on Wednesday.

The report is its most pessi-
mistic yet. Little prospect is
seen for any diminution in infla-
tion now averaging 15 percent in
the 24 member states of the
OECD.

The study concludes that any
attempt to halt the recession
with stimulative measures on a
large scale will mean even more
explosive inflation.

The US is expected to show an
absolute decline in Gross
National Product throughout
1975. Some OECD experts are
reported to have predicted a 10

President Gerald Ford

to 12 percent rate of unemploy-
ment in America by the end of
the year.

According to the OECD, capi-
talism is facing a threat ‘‘which
is probably unprecedented
outside time of war.”” And more
ominously they add, ‘Since
governments are having to rely
on peacetime, rather than
wartime responses from their
constituents, the effects are
proving particularly hard to
absorb.”’

What does this mean other
than the open admission by the
imperialists that the one thing
that stands in their way to
imposing mass unemployment,
vicious exploitation and a new
war is the powerful resistance of
the working class throughout the
capitalist countries and in the
colonial nations?

Their plans to unleash the full
blast of the crisis on the working
class is meeting struggle after
struggle. From Greece to
Portugal, from Vietnam to
Southern Africa and from
Europe to the struggles now be-
ginning in the United States, the
very existence of capitalism is
threatened.

To the American working
class, the danger is very clear.
Ford and his capitalist masters
intend to impose wartime
solutions.

This means straitjacketing the
unions, freezing wages, breaking
strikes, imposing mass
unemplovment and disciplining

(Continued On Page 11)
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British Auto
Firm Close
To Collapse

BY CYNTHIA BLAKE

Britian’s Labor gov-
ernment is desperately
pouring funds into the gi-
ant auto company Bri-
tish-Leyland to prevent
the collapse of the single
largest employer in the
country.

--However, the stop-gap

.loans will not save the nearly
bankrupt company. :

Behind the scenes, the labor
heads are collaborating with Bri-
tish-Leyland to go ahead with
mass layoffs of the 160,000 auto
workers employed by the com-
pany.

The ministers in the govern-
ment are trying to mask their
corporatist plans with talk about
introducing ‘‘a measure of public

ownership’’ over Leyland. What .

they really aim to do is reor-
ganize the company to increase
productivity while slashing jobs.

The enormous crisis facing
British-Leyland cannot be
papered over any longer with
loans. The economy of the
country has slid still closer to
collapse with the announcement
that the Saudi Arabians will not
accept British sterling notes as
payment for oil.

This action threatens the
entire banking structure of Bri-
tain. The Arabs have kept mas-
sive sterling deposits in British
‘banks. These sterling balances
have been a pillar of the coun-
try’s credit structure.

If the Arabs withdraw this
balance, the banks will be con-
fronted with a drastic loss of

liquidity. Their response to a
massive outflow of funds will be
to demand that their industrial
clients repay their outstanding
loans.

COLLAPSE

Such a call for money would
choke industry of financing and
bring about a collapse of produc-
tion.

Workers at British-Leyland
face a two-pronged assault from
the company and the govern-
ment.

Leyland is demanding no
strikes or sanctions, achieve-
ment of all programs and sche-
dules, reduction of stock,
elimination of excess unfinished
vehicles, reduced expenditures,
‘‘reasonable and realistic
manning levels,” reduction of
overtime, a cuthack in hiring,
and improved ‘‘mobility of
labor.”’

A letter from the company
states: ‘I say again that the task
is to make jobs safe and secure.
What is certain is that without
your active cooperation, the task
will not be accomplished, and we
will face the certainty of forced
redundancy.” N

Just before the letter arriyed,
4,000 production workers at
Cowley had voted on their own

‘list of demands for the annual
-pay review.

They are fighting for about $36
a week pay raise, full shift and
overtime differentials in place of
a ‘“‘consolidated ‘time rate’’ pay-
ment, a cost of living clause, and
a 35-hour week at no reduction in
pay.

The workers also demand that
the 14-day layoff check be
extended to 21 days pay, that
sick pay be extended to cover 13
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British-Leyland. auto workers at Cowley plant at mass meeting decide to go for $36 a week pay raise.

weeks at full rate, and the
doubling of accident benefits.

SOCIAL CONTRACT

These demands pit the
powerful auto workers against
the ‘“‘social contract’” which the
Labor government and trade
union leadership have used to
impose wage cutting and
unemployment on the working
class of Britain.

Already 10,000 Leyland jobs
have been lost this year through
‘“‘natural wastage’’ or attrition.
Studies have been released of
company plans to cut 13,000
more in Oxford and the Mid-
lands plant.

Britain’s auto industry is

headed for disaster. Ford has
announced plans to fire 1,750
white collar workers, while
Chrysler will fire 1,100.

The cutback in office workers
reflects a halt for plans for
expansion, modernization, and
new car models. They are a pre-
lude to massive layoffs on the
assembly lines.

Vauxhall has already banned
all overtime in production,
stopped hring, and cut back on
production. Leyland itself has
closed the Rover-Triumph fac-
tories in Coventry and shut its
two plants in Liverpool inde-
finitely.

British capitalism as a whole
stands at the edge of bank-
ruptey.

It seeks a solution to this crisis
through the destruction of the

Let Them Starve—US Tells United Nations

The Ford government has
announced it will boycott the
United Nations emergency
aid and development fund to
countries hardest hit by infla-
tion and the oil prices.

The European Economic Com-
munity, as well as Kuwait and
Iran, had pledged to contribute
to the fund on the condition that
the United States was one of the
participants.

US representative Clarence

Ferguson, Jr., said the fund was

not necessary and that the US
preferred to work through the
World Bank and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, which is
dominated by the most powerful
capitalist nations. On the other
hand, all decisions on the 32-
nation board of the UN fund,
which includes many developing
nations, are taken either by con-
sensus or by a two-thirds vote.

The UN list of 32 countries
most desperately in need of
emergency aid includes 20
African nations, 4 in Latin
America, and Cambodia, Laos,
Pakistan, Bangla Desh, Sri
Lanka, Yemen, South Yemen,

and India. . .
" The economic crisis and the

huge balance of payments de-
ficits that have skyrocketed
since oil prices were quadrupled
last year mean that the US will
let masses of people in the
colonial countries starve.

Food, as well as loans, are now
heing used by the US as a
political weapon to force these
countries into line behind US
policies. :

At the UN’s World Food Con-
ference last month, it was
reported that American food aid
has dropped 75 percent in 10
years. Last year, new export
sales of fertilizer were sus-
pended, which led to the collapse
of sections of agriculture and
industry in countries like India.

Kissinger hopes that this stra-

tegy will prevent the smaller
nations from banding together
against the US. The recent
demands of African, Asian,
Arab, and Latin American coun-
tries to expel South Africa from
the' UN and the UN recognition
of the PLO were all setbacks to
US'imperialism.

By virtually halting all aid
unless it is under the strict

control of the US, the American
ruling class™ is telling these
countries that their economies
will he wrecked unless they
submit.
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jobs, living conditions, and trade
union rights of the working class.
The Labor government, like the
Tory government it replaced, is
preparing dictatorship and mili-
tary police repression to enforce
industrial collapse and destitu-
tion.

While millions of workers
begin to fight, the trade union
leadership continues to support
the Wilson government and its

rotten ‘‘social contract.”

A leadership for the battles
ahead is being constructed only
through the fight of the Workers
Revolutionary Party, which is
campaigning among auto
workers for a policy to fight job
cuts with plant occupations, to
force the Labor government to
carry out a sogcialist program of
full nationalization without
compensation under workers
control.

Smith-Yorster Fear

BY MELODY FARROW
The tenuous agree-
ment between the black
nationalist leaders of
Rhodesia (Zimbabwe)
and the white minority
regime of Ian Smith is
already breaking down
under the growing
power of the African
liberation movement.

No matter what tricks
Smith uses to maintain his
rule or what concessions are
granted by the moderate
‘“‘nonviolent’’ leaders of
ZAPU (Zimbabwe Popular
African Union) or the ANC
(African National Council), it
will not stop the rising tide of
revolution.

By liberating the nationalist
leaders Joshua Nkomo of ZANU
and Ndabanong Sithole of ZAPU,
Smith has capitulated in a des-
perate attempt to gain some
time before a full-scale uprising
engulfs both Rhodesia and its
white ruled neighbor, South
Africa.

But there is no peaceful way
that this terrorist bloody dicta-
torship that represents 250,000
white settlers in a nation of 5.5
million blatks, can be eased out
except through an armed
struggle.

For the past two years, a
guerrilla war primarily led by
ZANU has been gaining mom-
entum in the north.

Smith has in the past consis-
tently declared that he would
never negotiate with the Zim-
babwe nationalist movements.

Rhodesia Revolutin

Racist lan Smith of Rh.odesia, taces full-scale uprising.

Last week, he broke off talks
with African leaders from other
countries, rather than grant
demands for universal suffrage
and black majority rule.

Four days later, he released
the nationalist leaders in
exchange for a cease-fire and the
opening of a constitutional
conference on the future of Rho-
desia.

TALKS

President Kaunda of Zambia
and the racialist leader of South
Africa, Vorster, have been
working together to force Smith
to open talks before it is too late.
Vorster, whose regime has been
weakened by the independence
agreement in Mozambique,
fears that a revolution in Rho-
desia will mean the end of his
white enclave in the south.

Vorster has a security force of
2,000, which patrols Rhodesia’s
western border so that any civil
war there would rapidly involve
his government.

Vorster’s plan calls for the
establishment of an interim
parliament to he elected next
year. But only blacks.with at
least one year of secondary
school would be eligible to vote.

On Tuesday, Bishop
Muzorewa, head of the ANC,
declared that majority rule was
a precondition for any agree--
ment. The cease-fire is far from
permanent.

The nationalist leaders are
very aware of the revolutionary
demands of the Rhodesian
masses who are pressing for-
ward towards the long overdue
eradication of this reactionary
regime. This is the determining
factor in the struggle in
Zimhabwe.
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ROCKEFELLER
COLLECTS HIS DEBTS

Rockefeller’s nomination as vice-president has sailed through
the House Judiciary Committee and the Senate and is now
headed for an overwhelming “yes” vote in Congress.

The House Judiciary Committee, which led the Nixon
impeachment hearings, was apparently not disturbed by
Rocky’s payoffs to countless politicians and officials and voted
26 to 12 to confirm.

The Senate backed him by an overwhelming 90 votes to 7.

Among the Congressmen thumping the drum the hardest for
Rockefeller are the most prominent liberals who have always
prided themselves on their stand against big business privi-
leges and corruption.

Barbara Jordan, a member of the House Committee and one
of the favorite “progressives” of the Stalinists, justified her vote
for Rockefeller by declaring that the future vice-president had
indicated that his first “priority” is helping those who cannot
help themselves.

Helping who, Mrs. Jordan? There is no question that Rocke-
feller has shown his generosity for his cronies and those he
needed to use.

Shirley Chisholm, congresswoman from Brooklyn, whose
campaign slogan was always “unbossed and unbought” is now
fervently behind Rockefeller, who has probably bought off more
people than any politician in American history. ;

Chisholm has sent out letters to all her fellow representatives
urging them-to support him. Claiming that none of the allega-
tions against him were ever proven, she praised “his record of
human and social concern.”

Perhaps Mrs. Chisholm has conveniently forgotten about the
Attica massacre, when Rockefeller personally ordered the
brutal slaying of 38 prisoners. This was some great display ot
“human and social concern”!

This is the line up. In times of crisis, these snivelling liberals
shed their platitudes about morality and decency and bow to the
masters of capital to defend the profit system to the death
against the working class.

Friday, December 20, 1974 /Bulletin/Page 3

GEORGE MEANY AND
THE DEMOGRATIG PARTY

BY FRED MAZELIS

The top leadership of
the AFL-CIO has an-
nounced a policy of ‘‘dis-
engagement’”’ from the
Democratic Party.

Following the Democratic
mini-convention in Kansas
City, 10 union officials who
are members of the Demo-
cratic National Committee
are reported on the verge of
resigning.

This development is not so
much a matter of “disengage-
ment’’ as the unceremonious dis-
missal of Meany and the lead-
ership of the AFL-CIO Com-
mittee on Political Education
(COPE) from their previous
positions of influence.

According to John F. Henning,

chairman of the California State
AFL-CIO, Democratic National
Chairman Robert Strauss ‘‘has
excluded labor from the Demo-
cratic Party.”

Of course, the labor movement
never had any real influence in
this party of big business. But
top bureaucrats like Meany were
carefully cultivated.

Now, the economic crisis is
ripping apart the old coalition
forged under Roosevelt. At
Kansas City, the forces around
Meany were repeatedly out-
maneuvered and isolated by the
middle class women’s and black
caucuses.

The so-called liberal section of
the trade union bureaucracy,
including in particular Leonard
Woodcock of the Auto Workers,
now is the principal prop of the
Democrats.

The Democrats, barely able to

scrape together one-fifth of the
total eligible vote, and as faith-
ful to the interests of big
business as ever, see in this
section of the labor leadership
the most effective bulwark
against the movement for a
labor party.

This was shown most clearly
in the miners strike. Woodcock
and Arnold Miller of the United
Mine Workers are playing the
most important role in holding
back a decisive confrontation
between millions of workers and
the crisis-ridden Ford gov-
ernment.

Trade unionists must demand
that Meany and his lieutenants
make a final break with the
Democrats.

But Meany has no intention of
doing this. He wants to threaten
his way back into the inner
councils of decision-making.
COPE  Director Alexander

Japanese workers are heading for a showdown with the new govern-
ment of Deputy Prime Minister Takeo Fukuda over wages. The Japanese
Industrial Labor Council will be fighting for an average wage increase of

Barkan warned that union offi-
cials were thinking of going their

France and United States Still Divided on Joint Oil Policy

BY A REPORTER

No substantial agree-
ment was reached be-
tween President Ford
and French President
Giscard d’Estaing in the
crucial talks on oil
policy last weekend in
Martinique.
. The so-called compromise

between the two leaders
represents only a brief post-
ponement of the inevitable

confrontation.

The United States has sought
to bring France into a -coalition
of major industrial nations to
present a solid bloc against the
Arab countries.

France has been the ma;or
country which has refused to
cooperate in the 16-nation
International Energy Agency set

up on the initiative of the United

States to allocate oil supplies in
case of emergencies.

France instead has insisted on
a tripartite conference between
the major capitalist countries
who import oil, the oil pro-
ducers, and the developing

nations.
In the actual agreement
worked out, Kissinger and Ford

agreed to the French proposal -

and tentatively set the meeting
for March, 1975.

But the US stressed that it
would depend on the progress of
preliminary talks between the

- 0il consuming nations. . France

reaffirmed that lt will not join
the IEA. ;

The IEA was establlshed for
only one purpose—to prepare for
war with the Arab nations and
the cutoff of oil that would
result. This is the ‘‘emergency
situation’’ the US means.

France suspects that war, and
not negotiation to lower oil

30 percent. At right, railway workers on strike last month.

prices, is the aim of the US and
fears that any confrontation with
the Arab oil producers would
jeopardize its investments in the
Middle East and its critical oil
imports.

France has launched a huge
program of investment in many
Arab - nations. Prime Minister
Jacques Chirac i8 'scheduled to
visit Iran next week to start an
industrial plan that will include
building nuclear submarines and
nuclear power plants.

French investment in Iraq is

billions of dollars, and other - .
- that could rapidly turn into a
- general strike has produced deep

programs are being discussed
with Algeria. -

France hopes that this xnvest-
ment will stimulate the indus-
tries that are in a deep slump
and provide a means of recycling

petrodollars. Whether the profits

from these investments will
allow France to pay for its oil
bills remains to be seen.

Not only France, but many

European countries and Japan,
are all facing huge balance of
payments deficits.

It has also been reported that
the US turned a deaf ear to
Giscard’s plea for some refla-
tion of the US economy as the re-
cession here immediately raises

the unemployment rate in .

Europe.

While Giscard was in Mar-
tinique, confidence in his regime
was collapsing in France and
strikes and demonstrations were
sweeping the country.

This explosion of struggles

splits within the government.

. The economic crisis now
forces every capitalist nation to
face civil war against the
working class and war with its
former allies to grab markets
and preserve its own interests.
The Martinique talks will do
nothing to avert this.

own way—and then hastily added
that that did not mean aban-
doning the Democrats, but
rather supporting them indivi-
dually.

William Marshall of the Michi-
gan State AFL-CIO said that
withdrawal “won’t diminish our
role in selecting delegates to the
1976 Convention.”

While Meany and the others
prepare for the 1976 Convention,
unemployment is mounting by
hundreds of thousands every
week. All factions in Kansas City.
supported plans for wage con-
trols and could not say a single
word about stopping the layoffs
and the continuing double-digit
inflation. -

Trade unionists. should fight in
their locals for resolutions de-
manding that Meany and
company break completely with
the Democrats, that ail the labor
leaders be removed from Ford’s
Labor-Management Com-

. Mittee, and that a congress of

labor be called immediately to
fight against unemployment and
inflation with the building of a
labor party.
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Labor Hacks
Who Backed
Abe Beame

BY DAVID NORTH

Mayor Abraham Beame,
who has ordered the most
savage layoffs of city
workers in the history of New
York, was elected last year
with the ecstatic support of
every trade union leader in
this city.

During the election campaign
of 1973, the union bureaucrats
hailed Beame and the Demo-
cratic Party as ‘““friends’’ of the
working class. Victor Got-
baum of District 37, John
DeLury of the Sanitationmen,
Richard Vizzini of the Firemen,
and Albert Shanker of the UFT
seemed to compete with one
another in flattering Beame and
in predicting the wonderful
things that would happen in New
York if the aging political hack
became mayor.

In late September, District
Council 37 announced that it sup-
ported the election of Beame.
The October 5, 1973 issue of
Public Employee Press re-
ported on the endorsement:

“District Council 37 has placed
the full weight of its political
muscle squarely behind the
Democratic ticket in the Novem-
ber elections: Abraham Beame
for Mayor, Paul O’'Dwyer for
City Council President, and
Harrison Goldin for Comp-
troller.

““A packed Delegates Council
meeting September 25 gave the
three Democrats a rousing
reception after overwhelmingly
approving the unanimous
endorsement of the ticket by the
council’'s executive board.

“Describing Beame as ‘a man
of dignity, honor, and respect,
who never makes deals’, DC 37
Executive Director Victor Got-
baum introduced the long-time
public servant to the enthu-
siastic delegates as ‘the man
who represents. the most direct
nath to the significant gains and
orogress that must be realized in
our city’.”

ENDORSEMENT

Beame’s ‘‘direct path’’ has led
to 8,000 layoffs and devastating
attacks on essential social ser-
vices in New York. Gotbaum has
not only never taken back his
endorsement of Beame, but now,
he expressed his ‘‘under-
standing’’ of the mayor’s prob-
lems and.the financial crisis of
the city.

Even as Beame talks about
investing the pension funds of
city workers in municipal bonds
to help pay back Wall Street
financiers who have taken some
losses, Gothaum continues his
talks with Beame to collaborate
with the mayor’s plans to des-
tory still more jobs.

UFA leader Richard Vizzini
was another ardent supporter of
Beame. The December 1973
issue of Fire Lines carried a
statement beneath the headline
‘““Abe Beame: He’ll make it
work’’ which declared:

**The UFA choice for the next
mayor of New York City won an
overwhelming victory and we
are proud of the role that fire-
fighters played in the mandate
he received.

“Needless to say, we wish the
able and competent Mr. Beame,
with a distinguished record in
city povernment, every best
wish for a successful admini-

stration, and pledge the coopera-
tion and continuing loyalty of the
New York City firefighter.”

Beame has repaid this
groveling expression of
obedience to the Democratic
Party with the layoff of 150 fire-
men.

CHOICE

John DeLury of the Uni-
formed Sanitationmen’s
Association, which faces the
elimination of 235 permanent
and 74 provisional workers,
declared last year that it was
‘“‘an easy choice” to vote for
Beame.

District 1199 President Leon
Davis also supported Beame,
and he was angered when the
Guild Division Delegates
Assembly voted against
endorsing the Democratic Party
ticket.

Having called Beame the
‘‘hest choice,”” he publicly
denounced the stand of the Guild
Delegates. Davis stated:

“I doubt whether the action of
the Guild delegates in refusing to
endorse the Democratic candi-
dates fully represents the senti-
ments of the Guild membership.
I think the overwhelming
majority of Guild members will
vote for Beame as the only likely
choice for mayor.”

The collahoration of the trade
union bureaucracy with the
Democratic Party makes the
Gotbaums, Davises, DeLurys
and Vizzinis responsible for the
attacks on the jobs of city
workers.

All these ‘‘leaders’” lined up
behind the Democrats last year
and opposed the construction of
a labor party.

In backing the Democrats, the
bureaucracy backs the program
of big business. They agree with
Beame that the city must slash
jobs so that the debts to the

‘Rockefeller banks can be repaid

promptly.

SUPPORT

Last year, the Workers Lea-
gue and the Trade Union Alli-
ance for a Lahor Party waged a
campaign in the New York City
trade union movement against
any support to Beame and for
the building of a labor party
pledged to socialist policies. The
Workers League warned that
Beame would carry out a brutal
assault on city workers’ jobs if
elected.

Supporters of the Workers
League in District 1199 were
witch-hunted by the Davis lead-
ership for conducting the cam-
paign for the building of a labor
party among rank and file hospi-
tal workers.

In SSEU-371, the Committee
for New Leadership (section of
the TUALP) demanded last fall
that local President Mary Pin-
kett be removed from office 'for
campaigning with Beame in
order to win a seat on the City
Council as a Democrat.

The Bulletin of November 13,
1973 declared: ‘‘Pinkett will be
part of the city government that
is preparing war against the
SSEU and which is determined
to carry out massive layoffs of
social service employees.”’

The fight to defend jobs
requires a break with the Demo-
crats and the building of a labor
party responsible to the working
class.

AFSCME Local 2627 President Dennis Weiscopf, at right, stands with a 2726 delegate and a DC 37 rep-

AFSCME Head Takes
Credit For 30 Firings

BY CYNTHIA BLAKE

NEW YORK, NY—-
Dennis Weiscopf, presi-
dent of American
Federation of State,
County, and Municipal
Employees Local 2627
has claimed credit for
the firing of 30 quantita-
tive analysts in the

. Human Resources

Administration.

Weiscopf broke up the
December 16 meeting of the
w2cal after workers exploded
over his maneuvers with
management, which could
cost a total of 77 jobs and the
downgrading of 85 workers.

Weiscopf sent personnel offi-
cials a personally typed list of 38
workers at the 2 Broadway office
with the assertion that they were
working out-of-title and should
be demoted.

Workers at 2 Broadway have
now heen subjected to Depart-
ment of Personnel desk audits.

Workers are being forced to
break up traditional work prac-
tices to perform extra duties. An
indefinite freeze has been placed
on all promotions.

Ten members of the union at
the Broadway offices have
resigned from the union since
Weiscopf’s memo was leaked to
the workers. This was the inten-
tion of management when they
leaked the list, accompanied by
a viciously antiunion memo.

Thirty of the workers and
lower management personnel
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were among 1,510 city workers
issued layoff slips the first week
in December. ‘“We are the first
union to lay off their own mana-
gers,”” Weiscopf reported
proudly at the meeting.

According to workers in the
department, these provisional
Electronic Date Processing
workers are, in fact, doing the
same work as lower paid civil
service workers in the office.

They said, however, that this
is because the department’s pay
scale is so low that this
maneuvering is the only way to
hire experienced workers from
private industry. _

Union officials pointed out to
the city that demoting these
workers to their titles would
mean pay cuts of $4,000 to $9,000
a year.

Management’s memo to
workers at 2 Broadway said that

No Jobs In Civil Service

NEW YORK, NY—‘‘When
rumors started to spread
about layoffs, everyone said
they were going to apply for
civil service work. Now,
they’re careful to say federal
civil service work.”

This statement by a hospital
worker sums it up. For genera-
tions, civil service jobs have
been thought to last a lifetime.
Now, Mayor Beame’s demand
that city agencies fire over 500
civil service workers is challeng-
ing this.

While trade union leaders kept
silent, the New York legislature
signed a law in 1972 authorizing
drastic revisions of layoff and
reinstatement procedures
affecting state and city workers.

There are no restraints on an
administraiion’s ability to lay
off civil service workers, as long
as it is done by title, within

departments, according to
seniority. New York City has the
special ability to designate as a
separate layoff unit any division
of a city agency, hospital, or
institution.

Since 1972, the law has allowed
any laid off worker to ‘‘dis-
place” a lower title worker if he
chooses rather than accept lay-
off. The implementation of this
provision could lead to dozens of
additional layoffs as displace-
ments ripple through a division.

New York is thought to be the
only state with a law of this kind,
and it has never been used
before.

In 1934, newly-inaugurated
Mayor Fiorello La Guardia
rammed through the Lehman-La
Guardia Ripper Bill revising
civil service practices. Armed
with the new law, he fired 1,200
city workers and imposed unpaid
furloughs ranging from seven
days to a month.

the demotions would overload
lower titles so that 77 workers,
eligible to be members of Local
2627, would have to be fired.
Eighty-five workers in all, not
38, would be downgraded.

In addition, several hundred
other EDP workers for the city
now face harassment and possi-
ble layoff. According to the
union, 54 percent of the workers
in computer titles are provi-
sionals.

Members of Local 2627 are
angered by the city’s massive
layoffs and the long delay in
their own contract fight.

“We might be winning the
battle, but we’re losing the
war,”’ one worker shouted at the
December 16 meeting.

Faced with motions
demanding a fight for general
strike action to stop all layoffs,
and for a labor party, and an
alternative program of contract
demands, Weiscopf pulled some
supporters out of the meeting
and adjourned it after a hasty
quorum count.

Phony promises to defend
every worker in the union have
faded as Wesicopf’s mentor, Vic
Gotbaum, and his crew return
again and again to the mayor’s
office to work out new job
cutting formulas.

Even the union’s request that
at least permanent civil service
workers be protected was with-
drawn and replaced by a pro-
posal to dump any 63-year-old
worker. Which section of the city
workers they will be willing to
sacrifice next is the only ques-
tion left.

We call on every worker to
build for and attend the emer-
gency meeting called for Mon-
day, December 23 by the Trade
Union Alliance for a Labor
Party, where a campaign to
defend every city job will be
mapped out.



BY JEFF SEBASTIAN

Recession in the
United States is out of
control, extending its
grip to every sector of
the economy.

The current statistics on
unemployment and business
downturn, as bad as they are,
only signify that the slump is
at the earliest stage of its
development.

Unemployment at 6.5 percent
stands at the highest level in 13
years. Every indication is that it
will leap to 7 percent in
December, and well beyond that
as the new year begins.

As the Labor Department now
admits, the latest figures on
unemployment are due to an
actual decline of over 800,000
jobs from September to Novem-
ber. Previous rises in the
unemployment rate took place
because the work force was
growing more rapidly than new
jobs were being created.

Even the 6.5 percent figure
distorts the seriousness of the
situation. In manufacturing
industries, unemployment is cur-
rently 7.3 percent, up from 3.9
percent a year ago. The con-
struction industry is hit with a
depression level 13.9 percent out
of jobs.

In addition to this, there are
now more than three million
workers employed part-time be-
cause full-time work simply is
not available.

This is only the beginning. It is
already clear that projections of
future production will now have
to be revised downwards.

Faced with declining sales and
gloomy economic prospects,
manufacturers are being hit with
cutbacks and cancellations of
orders. Almost overnight, the
situation of shortages that
existed when inventories were
being built up to hedge against
inflation is being replaced by

unsold surpluses, as companies

seek to unload these inven-

tories. Textiles, electronics,
cement, aluminum, and chemi-
cal manufacturers are all
reporting a huge deterioration in
orders.

Even the key steel industry,
which until recently was opera-
ting at near capacity, is pre-
dicting a cutback. Bethlehem
Steel and US Steel have closed
down 30 blast furnaces and laid
off 25,000 workers, using the coal
strike as justification for the
measure.

Only a few months ago, the
industry was predicting a small
decline in 1975 production from
that of 1974. Now, some manu-
facturers are worrying about a
slash of at least 15 percent.

The collapse of housing
construction is wrecking the
lumber industry. In the South-
east, 52 lumber mills have shut
down.

The paper industry, operating
at 97 percent capacity in 1974,
has suddenly reported huge
declines in sales, as demand for
packaging products has
slumped.

But the heart of the recession
is concentrated in the giant auto-
mobile industry, where the
slump is threatening to engulf
every other area of the economy.

SURPRISE

The auto collapse has come so
rapidly and cut so deeply into
sales that the severity of the
downturn has taken the auto
giants by surprise.

Otto Eckstein, Harvard econo-
mist and president of Data Re-
sources Inc., which provides
econometric models for
industry, claims that current
auto sales are running at an
annual rate of 6 million. This
compares to 11.4 million in 1973.

According to Eckstein, ‘...if
car sales stay below eight
million, obviously it would
convert the recession into some-
thing worse.

“And of course, it would be

«

part of a general process of fear
and panic that would push the
unemployment rate beyond eight
percent.”’

Every one of the auto manu-
facturers is continuously re-
vising production schedules
downward. American Motors,
which predicted a sales increase
of 10 percent in September, now
contemplates a 12 percent
decrease.

Henry Ford is publicly de-
claring that 1975 will be so bad
that total sales, including
imports, will scarcely reach 7.5
million.

Chrysler Corporation, which
expected rising sales, is caught
with an inventory of unsold cars
so large that it has been forced
to nearly cease production.

For Chrysler, in particular,
the problem is not one of riding
out a period of poor sales. In
1970, Chrysler required gov-
ernment assistance in obtaining
loans necessary to meet its
debts.

Today, with a crisis more
severe, Chrysler is once again
unable to market its com-
mercial paper and faces going to
the bankruptcy courts unless it
obtains massive government
handouts.

The auto crisis will have a big
impact on the condition of
dozens of major US industries.

The December 14 issue of
Business Week outlines this in
considerable detail.

One major producer of steel
sheet for auto reports a slash of
25 percent in orders. Auto
consumes 20 percent of the
output of the industry.

SURVIVAL

Many producers of basic
materials depend almost
entirely on auto for their sur-
vival.

The industry takes more than
65 percent of lead output, 60
percent of synthetic rubber,
almost 50 percent of malleable
iron, one-third of zinc produc-
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tion, and about 10 percent of the
output of the aluminum and
copper industries.

Glass companies, hit by both
the auto and construction crisis,
are preparing large-scale shut-
downs and layoffs.

Michigan is now anticipating
an unemployment rate of 11
percent in the first quarter of
1975. In Detroit’s ghetto areas,
unemployment stands at an
incredible 23 percent. Pontiac,
Michigan has 20.9 percent out of
work as a result of layoffs at

~ three plants.

The galloping unemployment
only feeds the crisis, creating
conditions under which it will be
impossible to sell new cars.
This, in turn, must result in even
greater unemployment as the
industry is forced to institute
new cutbacks.

There is no prospect of rever-
sing this situation. For years,
the real condition of American
industry has been masked by
greater and greater profits
extracted out of the inflationary
boom. Production was financed
through a massive expansion of
credit and debt.

A recent study by William D.
Nordhaus of Yale University
reveals that since 1965, the rate
of corporate profits has been
steadily declining. He states that
the rate of profit has fallen from
10 percent in 1965 to 5.4 percent
in 1973.

MARX

Over 100 years ago, in Capital,
Karl Marx assessed the funda-
mental crisis faced by the capi-
talists in the tendency of the rate
of profit to fall.

Marx explained that as more
and more capital was invested in
plants and equipment, and the
amount of capital going to labor
power relatively declined, the
rate of profit would tend to
decline, since profit is extracted
entirely from the exploitation of
living labor.

Toaay, even capitalist econo-

mists are forced to pay tribute to
Marx without crediting him for
his discovery. Paul Samuelson,
Nobel prize winner, has sud-
denly discovered that the decline
is due to what he terms the
‘““‘deepening of capital’”’ in which
the ratio of capital to output has
increased, yielding declining
rates of return.

With inflation out of control,
and interest rates sky high, the
current profit rates make it
impossible to invest. Capitalism
must restore its rate of profit.

This is what the most hard-
headed defenders of capitalism
are aiming at with the policy of
““fighting inflation.”

On Tuesday, Treasury Secre-
tary Simon told Congress that
despite the recession, the gov-
ernment must carry on with its
anti-inflation policies which
were beginning to take hold.

Collapse and mass
unemployment is the only
method available to capitalism
to restore its profit rates. This is
the only way capitalism has of
driving down wage rates and
destroying entire sections of
capital so as to make production
profitable once again.

This means millions of
unemployed, mass impoverish-
ment, the destruction of the
unions, slave labor conditions,
and the imposition of dicta-
torship to carry this out.

But millions of working people
will not sacrifice their lives and
their futures in order to restore
the rate of profit.

The most devastating slump in
the history of capitalism is now
beginning. It can only be an-
swered through the fight to
destroy the capitalist system
itself.

Labor must act to immed-
iately launch a labor party
pledged to ending the profit
system by nationalizing the
banks and industries under
workers control with planned
socialist production.
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Stormy meeting at National Can as Stalinist (arm rajsed) on rl\ghl, tries to defend himself from workers’ accusations.

Revolutionary

Tendencies

Held Back by Greek
mmunist Party

o

Stalinists try to keep workers away from revolutionary influence during Andreadis shipyard strike.

DIRECT
FROM
GREECE

FROM
OUR

CORRESPONDENT
ROYSTON BULL

Greek workers and pea-
sants are still cautious
about who they talk to about
politics and what they say,
despite the fact that the
military dictatorship was
officially retired on July 23,
1974.

The ‘“New Democracy”’ of
Karamanlis, the conservative
exile who returned from Paris
to take over from the discre-
dited colonels, has maintained
the closest of relationships with
the police and the military from
the word go.

Soldiers with fixed bayonets stood on
duty outside all the polling stations on
voting day. At pre-election rallies, the
military were frequently in evidence.

One sign that the capitalist state machine
has not changed its plumage was the con-
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Under the sign of Karamanlis’s

tinued use on police and military uniforms
of the phoenix badge, the symbol of the
junta which was meant to be removed after
the dictatorship’s fall. Few have been
taken off.

But without needing any badges to
remind them, workers have been left in no
doubt in their economic and political
struggles that corporatism- is still the
dominating ideology. It will take a revolu-
tionary struggle to change things.

Revolutionary tendencies were a strong
feature in the struggle of the Greek
working people to bring down the junta.

But the mass workers’ party in Greece,
the Communist Party, has devoted all its
efforts since then to suppressing the revolu-
tionary tendencies in the working class.

There were elements of dual power
during the days of the junta’s downfall.

Thousands of working class conscripts
were mobilized into reserve army units im-
mediately following the junta-backed coup
in Cyprus.

With the failure of the coup and the in-
vasion of Cyprus by Turkey, the colonels
tried briefly to whip up a war fever against
the Turks. It failed miserably. The con-
scripts made it quite clear they wanted no
part in such a war.

For two or three days, the army was in
near mutiny. Many antiwar committees
were formed. The revolutionary party—the
Workers Internationalist League—was
leafleting the camps freely.

The leaflets asked soldiers: ‘Is this war
for you or the international oil mono-
polies?”” They urged soldiers to turn the
war into civil war if one started.

Few arms or ammunition could be issued
by the army command for fear of having
them turned against it. Many officers were
beaten up by their own troops. Soldiers
refused to shave or get haircuts. Discipline
was breaking down.

Soldiers were deserting, but there were
no trials. Many deserted a second time if
caught and sent back to their units. One
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ship full of conscript sailors ran up a pirate
flag. Demonstrations of servicemen were
held to protest at the poor conditions and
the lack of heds and other facilities.

As soon as it emerged from illegality, the
CP started to drive the working class back
from these revolutionary experiences.

The Stalinists made no attempt to revive
the famous 115 trade unions they had led
before being made illegal following the
Civil War.

Building workers are the biggest section
in the Greek working class and they have
been pressing for one industrial union to be
formed ever since the junta fell.

But the Stalinists have deliberately ob-
structed this, proposing a number of small
separate craft unions instead.

The corporatist TUC of Greece, which
under its right-wing domination operated
legally throughout the dictatorship,
announced following the fall of the junta
that in present conditions all strikes would
be provocative.

Indirectly, the CP supported this line. It
repeated the words of the TUC without any
comment in its paper. Both sections of the
Communist Party, the more reactionary
“interior’’ group and the larger more
Moscow-oriented ‘‘exterior’’ section, have
since carried this undermining of strikes
into practice.

The most notable labor disputes in
Greece since July have been dominated by
this feature. In the strike at the National
Can factory in Elefsis, called to win the
reinstatement of a leading militant worker
sacked for trying to organize a union, the
Stalinists seriously compromised the
struggle.

The secretary of the local trades council
refused to spread the strike, warning of
‘“‘the danger of bringing back the tanks and
the dictatorship.” After three days of what
was developing into the first determined
workers’ struggle since the fall of the
junta, the Stalinists ended the strike over
the heads of the workers, many of whom

first learned about its being called off from
an announcement in the CP paper Radical.

Although the worker got his job back, the
wage claim for which the union was being
organized in the first place, was shelved
and the WIL’s demand for a ‘‘no sackings”
guarantee dropped completely.

Since then, there has still been no wage
settlement, but 60 workers have been given
their cards, without opposition from the
Stalinist-dominated union now set up there.

But in the course of angry meetings
outside the factory and at the local trades
council, the revolutionary party was able to
begin the exposure of the class-collabora-
tionist role of the Communist Party.

At the Andreadis shipyard at Perma,
near Pireus, shipyard workers on strike
were driven back after only three days in
return for an issue of free milk plus
payment for the three days out on strike.

The 15 percent wage claim which led to
the dispute was once again shelved.

A revolutionary party comrade was a
member of the strike committee at Perma.
But during the struggle, he was voted off as
an “‘extremist”’ by a majority of Stalinists
and one fascist.

The fascist, a former junta supporter

who was on the committee with the support
of the Stalinists, actually wrote the leaflet
distributed by the Stalinists to justify the
exclusion of the WIL comrade. Many ship-
yard workers burned this leaflet, which
urged them not to read Socialist Change,
the weekly paper of the WIL.
* The CP carried their class-collaboration
to unparalleled extremes during the
election campaign. From the start, they
refused to challenge the electoral law itself
which heavily favored the bourgeoisie in
the counting system.

They then signed the notorious Decree 59,
which means a promise not to overthrow
the existing regime, and refused to join the
rest of the labor and trade union move-
ment in fighting the decree, with which
Karamanlis replaced the even more

notorious law 509 used by the junta to jail
workers during the dictatorship.

The Stalinists, who split in 1967 after
their total failure to forewarn and forearm
the working class about the seizure of
power by the colonels, for this election
formed, an unprincipled coalition between
their own two sections and the defunct
EDA electoral front which flourished in the
1950s and 1960s when the CP was illegal
following the Civil War.

The coalition was formed without any
analysis being made of the policy failures
which led to the capitulation of the junta in
1967 without a fight.

Not only did the coalition not benefit
Greek workers, but it made it more
difficult for the CP to win seats because of
the gerrymandered electoral law.

The Stalinist election slogans were bla-
tantly right-wing demagogic. A giant Greek
flag fluttered outside their headquarters.
Their newspaper Radical wrote off the
Trotskyists as being ‘‘unpatriotic.” Instead
of a call for nationalization, the Stalinists
declared: ‘‘The people is the army. The
army is the people.” (Shades of Portu-
gal...and Chile!)

They were rivalled in this by the petty-
bourgeois demagogue Andreas Papan-
dreou, whose opportunist PASOK socialist
movement with its fake calls for nation-
alization of all major industries, even-
tually took more votes than the CP got—13
percent to 10 percent.

But instead of exposing Papandreou,
whose suddenly-produced well-oiled elec-
tion machine is widely suspected as having
been financed by the CIA precisely to draw
votes away from the Communist Party, the
Stalinists tried to form a coalition with
him.

These unity talks were just the left cover
Papandreou needed to get his opportunist
bandwagon going among the more petty-
bourgeois elements in the working people.
Papandreou also called for unity with the
army.
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And he also got support from the Greek
version of the IMG revisionists, with an
endorsement authorized personally by
Michel Pablo.

Yet Papandreou’s righthand man in his
largely US-educated election staff was
Charalambopoulos, former officer in the
Military Academy in Athens, breeding
ground of the Papadopoulos colonels, who
helped train the right-wing officer cadets
for seven years under the junta but now
preaches nationalization.

By its tactics, the CP drove many
working people to vote for the charlatan
Papandreou. The Stalinists also drove
workers to the right by keeping completely
silent about the economic crisis facing
Greece. As the layoffs now being declared
at Olympic Airways and elsewhere show,
such signs of the slump have deliberately
been concealed until the elections were
safely over.

The CP played right into the bour-
geoisie’s hands by toning down discussions
of the crisis in order to avoid “provo-
cations,”” and ‘“‘disturbing the calm.”

And yet the basis for demanding
socialism in the election could not have
been better.

Even the bourgeois Centre Union, the
party of the elder Papandreou, which ruled
Greece until the colonels seized power in
1967 and in which Andreas was then a
minister, used the slogan ‘“Only demo-
cracy can bring socialism.”’

And Andreas Papandreou told a 300,000
strong PASOK rally in Constitution Square,
“‘Socialism is possible!,” and they cheered
mightily.

And every political party, with the pos-
sible exception of the fascists, felt obliged
to play the music of Mikis Theodorakis at
their election rallies.

But steadfastly, the Stalinists refused to
challenge Karamanlis or the bourgeois
order.

They have a lot to answer for in the pre-
sent uneasy climate in Greece.
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Revolutionary
Tendencies

- Held Back by Greek

Communist Party

DIRECT
FROM
GREECE

FROM
OUR

CORRESPONDENT
ROYSTON BULL

Greek workers and pea-
sants are still cautious
about who they talk to about
politics and what they say,
despite the fact that the
military dictatorship was
officially retired on July 23,
1974.

The ‘““New Democracy’”’ of
Karamanlis, the conservative
exile who returned from Paris
to take over from the discre-
dited colonels, has maintained
the closest of relationships with
the police and the military from
the word go.

Soldiers with fixed bayonets stood on
duty outside all the polling stations on
voting day. At pre-election rallies, the
military were frequently in evidence.

One sign that the capitalist state machine
has not changed its plumage was the con-

Stalinists try to keep workers away from revolutionary influence during Andreadis shipyard strike.

tinued use on police and military uniforms
of the phoenix badge, the symbol of the
junta which was meant to be removed after
the dictatorship’s fall. Few have been
taken off.

But without needing any badges to
remind them, workers have been left in no
doubt in their economic and political
struggles that corporatism- is still the
dominating ideology. It will take a revolu-
tionary struggle to change things.

Revolutionary tendencies were a strong
feature in the struggle of the Greek
working people to bring down the junta.

But the mass workers’ party in Greece,
the Communist Party, has devoted all its
efforts since.then to suppressing the revolu-
tionary tendencies in the working class.

There were elements of dual power
during the days of the junta’s downfall.

Thousands of working class conscripts
were mobilized into reserve army units im-
mediately following the junta-backed coup
in Cyprus.

With the failure of the coup and the in--

vasion of Cyprus by Turkey, the colonels
tried briefly to whip up a war fever against
the Turks. It failed miserably. The con-
scripts made it quite clear they wanted no
part in such a war.

For two or three days, the army was in
near mutiny. Many antiwar committees
were formed. The revolutionary party—the
Workers Internationalist League—was
leafleting the camps freely.

The leaflets asked soldiers: “Is this war
for you or the international oil mono-
polies?”” They urged soldiers to turn the
war into civil war if one started. :

Few arms or ammunition could be issued
by the army command for fear of having
them turned against it. Many officers were
beaten up by their own troops. Soldiers
refused to shave or get haircuts. Discipline

* was breaking down.

Soldiers were deserting, but there were
no trials. Many deserted a second time if
caught and sent back to their units. One
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Under the sign of Karamanlis’s “New Democracy” the same old bayonets.

ship full of conscript sailors ran up a pirate
flag. Demonstrations of servicemen were
held to protest at the poor conditions and
the lack of heds and other facilities.

As soon as it emerged from illegality, the
CP started to drive the working class back
from these revolutionary experiences.

The Stalinists made no attempt to revive
the famous 115 trade unions they had led
before being made illegal following the
Civil War.

Building workers are the biggest section

‘in the Greek working class and they have

been pressing for one industrial union to be
formed ever since the junta fell.

But the Stalinists have deliberately ob-
structed this, proposing a number of small
separate craft unions instead.

The corporatist TUC of Greece, which
under its right-wing domination operated
legally throughout the dictatorship,
announced following the fall of the junta
that in present conditions all strikes would
be provocative.

Indirectly, the CP supported this line. It
repeated the words of the TUC without any
comment in its paper. Both sections of the
Communist Party, the more reactionary
“interior”” group and the larger more
Moscow-oriented ‘‘exterior’ section, have
since carried this undermining of strikes
into practice.

The most notable labor disputes in
Greece since July have been dominated by
this feature. In the strike at the National
Can factory in Elefsis, called to win the
reinstatement of a leading militant worker
sacked for trying to organize a union, the
Stalinists seriously compromised the
struggle.

The secretary of the local trades council
refused to spread the strike, warning of
‘“the danger of bringing back the tanks and
the dictatorship.” After three days of what
was developing into the first determined
workers’ struggle since the fall of the
junta, the Stalinists ended the strike over
the heads of the workers, many of whom

first learned about its being called off from
an announcement in the CP paper Radical.

Although the worker got his job back, the
wage claim for which the union was being
organized in the first place, was shelved
and the WIL’s demand for a “no sackings”’
guarantee dropped completely.

Since then, there has still been no wage
settlement, but 60 workers have been given
their cards, without opposition from the
Stalinist-dominated union now set up there.

But in the course of angry meetings
outside the factory and at the local trades
council, the revolutionary party was able to
begin the exposure of the class-collabora-
tionist role of the Communist Party.

At the Andreadis shipyard at Perma,
near Pireus, shipyard workers on strike
were driven back after only three days in
return for an issue of free milk plus
payment for the three days out on strike.

The 15 percent wage claim which led to
the dispute was once again shelved.

A revolutionary party comrade was a
member of the strike committee at Perma.
But during the struggle, he was voted off as
an “‘extremist’’ by a majority of Stalinists
and one fascist.

The fascist, a former junta supporter
who was on the committee with the support
of the Stalinists, actually wrote the leaflet
distributed by the Stalinists to justify the
exclusion of the WIL comrade. Many ship-
yard workers burned this leaflet, which
urged them not to read Socialist Change,
the weekly paper of the WIL.

The CP carried their class-collaboration
to unparalleled extremes during the
election campaign. From the start, they
refused to challenge the electoral law itself
which heavily favored the bourgeoisie in
the counting system. :

They then signed the notorious Decree 59,
which means a promise not to overthrow
the existing regime, and refused to join the
rest of the labor and trade union move-
ment in fighting the decree, with which
Karamanlis replaced the even more

notorious law 509 used by the junta to jail
workers during the dictatorship.

The Stalinists, who split in 1967 after
their total failure to forewarn and forearm
the working class about the seizure of
power by the colonels, for this election
formed, an unprincipled coalition between
their own two sections and the defunct
EDA electoral front which flourished in the
1950s and 1960s when the CP was illegal
following the Civil War.

The coalition was formed without any
analysis being made of the policy failures
which led to the capitulation of the junta in
1967 without a fight.

Not only did the coalition not benefit
Greek workers, but it made it more
difficult for the CP to win seats because of
the gerrymandered electoral law.

The Stalinist election slogans were bla-
tantly right-wing demagogic. A giant Greek
flag fluttered outside their headquarters.
Their newspaper Radical wrote off the
Trotskyists as being ‘‘unpatriotic.”’ Instead
of a call for nationalization, the Stalinists
declared: ‘‘The people is the army. The
army is the people.” (Shades of Portu-
gal...and Chile!)

They were rivalled in this by the petty-
bourgeois demagogue Andreas Papan-
dreou, whose opportunist PASOK socialist
movement with its fake calls for nation-
alization of all major industries, even-
tually took more votes than the CP got—13
percent to 10 percent.

But instead of exposing Papandreou,
whose suddenly-produced well-oiled elec-
tion machine is widely suspected as having
been financed by the CIA precisely to draw
votes away from the Communist Party, the
Stalinists tried to form a coalition with
him.

These unity talks were just the left cover
Papandreou needed to get his opportunist
bandwagon going among the more petty-
bourgeois elements in the working people.
Papandreou also called for unity with the
army.
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And he also got support from the Greek
version of the IMG revisionists, with an
endorsement authorized personally by
Michel Pablo.

Yet Papandreou’s righthand man in his
largely US-educated election staff was
Charalambopoulos, former officer in the
Military Academy in Athens, breeding
ground of the Papadopoulos colonels, who
helped train the right-wing officer cadets
for seven years under the junta but now
preaches nationalization.

By its tactics, the CP drove many
working people to vote for the charlatan
Papandreou. The Stalinists also drove
workers to the right by keeping completely
silent about the economic crisis facing
Greece. As the layoffs now being declared
at Olympic Airways and elsewhere show.
such signs of the slump have deliberately
been concealed until the elections were
safely over.

The CP played right into the bour-
geoisie’s hands by toning down discussions
of the crisis in order to avoid ‘“‘provo-
cations,”’ and ‘‘disturbing the calm.”

And yet the basis for demanding
socialism in the election could not have
been better.

Even the hourgeois Centre Union, the
party of the elder Papandreou, which ruled
Greece until the colonels seized power in
1967 and in which Andreas was then a
minister, used the slogan “Only demo-
cracy can bring socialism.”

And Andreas Papandreou told a 300,000-
strong PASOK rally in Constitution Square,
““Socialism is possible!,” and they cheered
mightily.

And every political party, with the pos-
sible exception of the fascists, felt obliged
to play the music of Mikis Theodorakis at
their election rallies.

But steadfastly, the Stalinists refused to
challenge Karamanlis or the bourgeois
order.

-They have a lot to answer for in the pre-
sent uneasy climate in Greece.
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Boeing Strikers

Block Shipments

BY DENNIS GREEN

PHILADELPHIA Pa.-
—3,069 members of
United Auto Workers
Local 1069 are facing a
showdown with the
Boeing Vertol Corpora-
tion as their strike
enters the fifth week in

Ridley township.

Boeing, which refused to
negotiate with the union for
two months after the con-
tract expired on October 11,
has submitted what it calls
its final offer. To date, the
company, a manufacturer of
helicopters and trolley cars
for the US government, has
refused to agree to even the
minimal three percent wage
increase plus benefits in the
national auto workers con-
tract.

New Evidence:

Sirhan Did Not
Act Alone

LOS ANGELES, Calif.—A
lawyer for Sirhan Sirhan
stated Monday that he would
appeal for a new trial based
on recently obtained ballis-
tics evidence.

Attorney Godfrey Isaacs’s call.
for a reopening of the inquiry
into the case came only one day
after former Congressman
Allard Lowenstein declared that
a year-long study of the
assassination had convinced him
that Sirhan was not the man who
fired the fatal bullets into Robert
Kennedy.

Lowenstein’s investigation un-
covered certain important
discrepancies between the offi-
cial version of the assassina-
tion—that Sirhan was the lone
gunman—and ballistics evi-
dence and eyewitness accounts.

Lowenstein pointed to
‘“‘apparent ballistic differences”
between one bullet recovered
from Kennedy and another
removed from William Weisel, a
television producer who was also
wounded in the kitchen of the
Ambassador Hotel in Los
Angeles. This evidence raises
the possibility that Sirhan’s .22-
caliber revolver was not the only
one involved in the shooting.

Eyewitnesses recalled that
Sirhan was standing anywhere
from 2 to 10 feet in front of Ken-
nedy when the shots were fired.

But the world renowned patho-
logist who performed the
autopsy, Dr. Thomas T.
Noguchi, concluded that Ken-
nedy was shot from behind at a
distance of one to six inches.

The official version of the
assassination maintains that
Sirhan fired eight shots that
evening in June, 1968. But the
discovery of three bullet holes in
the hotel ceiling plus an addi-
tional seven bullets recovered
from the bodies of Kennedy and
others' injured in the shooting
indicate that more than one man
was firing a gun.

“I do not believe on the basis
of the evidence in its present
state,”’ declared Lowenstein,
“that Sirhan Sirhan is the mur-
derer of Robert Kennedy. I don’t
view this as a matter of histori-
cal curiosity, but as a question of
enormous significance for the
country.”

To facilitate layoffs and an
increase in production, Vertol
wants a unique grievance proce-
dure—union officers would have
no right to investigate a mem-
ber’s grievance! )

They also want to destroy the
seniority system and have the
right to reclassify jobs and place
men with lower seniority in the
jobs of higher seniority workers
who have been laid off.

Boeing workers make an aver-
age of $5.29 an hour and have had
no cost of living increase in three
years. ,

The union leadership has
allowed Boeing to bring in
‘“‘supervisory’’ personnel, but the
ranks have made sure that no
scab products are shipped out by
land or sea.

They have set up roving
pickets by motorboat on the
Delaware River to stop any
Boeing shipments and are
getting the full cooperation of
the Maritime Union.

In addition, the UAW mem-
hers at the Budd plant recently
took up a successful collection at
the plant gate to support the
Boeing workers.

The strikers understand the
threat to their rights and are
determined to win. One Boeing
worker said, ‘‘Seniority is the
main issue in this strike. If they
can take that away, we won’t
last a week.”

Another worker who comes
from West Germany told the
Bulletin: ‘““They’re out to des-
troy the union here. The com-
pany has offered to give us an 11
percent increase, including
henefits.

“They call it a raise, but I call
it an inflation adjustment. We
can’t accept that, with food
going up another 15 percent in
the next six months.

““They wanted to get rid of the
seniority system so they can lay
off people the way they want.
They have been laying off an
average of 30 men a week.

““The union should have gone
right out when the contract
expired. They said they were
negotiating in good faith. There
won’t be any good faith next
time.

‘“Now Boeing will keep up out
until at least January so they
won’t have to pay us for holi-
days.

“Damn right we should have a
labor party,”’” he continued. ‘I
don’t swallow this patrjotic
stuff.

“The Democrats and Republi-
cans are the same, both for the
rich man.”

CRISIS

The UAW policy of asking the
workers to pay for the financial
crisis of the auto companies by
taking practically nothing in
wages and accepting layoffs
paves the way for the kind of
attack that Boeing is leveling
against its eniployees. Every
concession, every wage cut only
emboldens the corporations to
destory the union completely.

A campaign by Boeing
workers to win massive labor
support throughout Philadelphia
and the surrounding area for this
strike must be launched and
UAW International head, Leo-
nard Woodcock, must be forced
to back up the Boeing men.

At least 25 percent in wages, a
full cost of living clause, and
recall of all laid off workers
must be won as part of the
struggle for a national UAW
strike to halt the mass layoffs in
the entire auto industry.

Boston dockers man picket line to defend GAI.

Talks Halted
In Boston

ILA Dispute

BOSTON, Mass.—The
International Longshore-
men’s Association has broken
off talks with shippers who
are refusing to honor the pay
increases negotiated in a
master pact that covers the
entire Atlantic and Gulf
ports.

The Boston Shipping
Association has broken the
Guaranteed Annual Income
agreement, claiming that it is
unable to compete with other
North Atlantic ports unless the
provision is cancelled.

Boston dockers have been on
strike since December 9, de-
fending the GAI against the most
serious attack ever launched by
the shippers. The refusal of the
Boston management to meet the
terms of the master pact is a
warning to every docker.

Under the GAI, the 500 dockers
at the Massachusetts port must
he paid for 2,080 hours.

The negotiations broke down
despite the intervention Monday
of ILA President Thomas
Gleason, who met with James J.
Dickman, president of CONASA.

Fremont Meeting
On GM Layoffs

BY TIM NELSON
FREMONT, Calif.—-
General Motors an-
nounced December 18
the indefinite layoff of
700 workers on the
second shift truck line.

These workers will go out
with 1,600 workers from the
night shift passenger line al-
ready scheduled for inde-
finite layoff on January 13.

It is rumored that GM will cut
production by 10 cars an hour
and more layoffs will follow, re-
ducing the present work force of
5,000 by more than half.

Another 450 members of Local
1364 face layoffs from the parts
plant in Oakland. Thirty workers
were put on indefinite layoff last
month.

The company no longer ships
brake shoes, spark plugs, or
shock absorbers through the
plant.

Parts workers said the entire
operation may be shifted to non-
union parts’ distributors. The
company made the first
announcement of the layoffs im-
mediately following the Novem-
ber membership meeting of
Local 1364.

SILENT
The local leaders were silent
on the layoffs except for expres-
sing their ‘‘sympathy’’ for those
who are losing their jobs.

Last Monday, the Trade Union
Alliance for a Labor Party in
Local 1364 submitted a petition
with more than the necessary 150
signatures to convene a special
membership meeting.

The meeting will be called be-
tween shifts on January 7 ‘“to

take up the urgent problem of
mass layoffs, depleted SUB
funds, and to organize a fight
back within the UAW.”

The TUALP statement said:
‘“Woodcock has not only become
the most craven compromiser of
our rights inside the plant, but
now he is surrendering union
independence to government
control under the Ford adminis-
tration’s Labor-Management
Committee.”

TUALP is campaigning for a
special national UAW conven-
tion to overturn Woodcock’s
policies around the following
demands:

eImmediate reopening of the
national agreement to secure
jobs and recall all laid off men.

sA shorter work week at 40
hours pay.

*A minimum 20 percent wage
increase, unlimited sub fund and
full cost of living.

*Woodcock off the Labor-
Management Committee.

sPrepare occupations of plants
that are closing.

*Convene a congress of labor
to unite the working class
against unemployment and build
a labor party that must nation-
alize industry under workers
control without compensation.
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BY FRANK MARTIN
There is perhaps no
name so hated by Ameri-
can workers as that of
Rockefeller.

It has become associated
with the most ruthless
exploitation, along with the
most fabulous wealth. The
phrase ‘‘as rich as Rocke-
feller,”” enshrined in a song,
has become an American
idiom.

For over 100 years, this family
has dominated the economic life
of the United States and the
world. With Nelson A. Rocke-
feller’s confirmation as vice-
president, the family will hold
enormous political power.

The origins of this American
dynasty go back to the Ameri-
can Civil War period. The
destruction of the Confederacy,
and with it the slave system,
gave tremendous impetus to the
development of industry and the
extension of capitalism through-
out America.

This was the period of the rise
of the family founder, John
Davison Rockefeller. There are
prohably more legends written
about this man than any other
character in American history.

One of the most recent, Money
and Mud, by Miriam Gilbert, is
written in the form of a chil-
dren’s tale. The purpose of all
this is to prove that anybody in
America with enough persis-
tence and enough brains ecan
make it.

But Rockefeller himself
thought otherwise. Referring to
the growth of monopolies and
business combinations, he said,
“The combination is here to
stay. Individualism is gone,
never to return.”

HEYDAY

When Rockefeller came onto
the scene, the different sectors
of industry and finance were
dominated by hundreds and thou-
sands of small capitalists, each
desperately trying to cut each
other’s throats. Fortunes were
heing made and lost in a day.
This was the heyday of the free
enterprise system.

A group of men—Rockefeller,
Mellon, Morgan, Gould, Carne-
gie, Frick—entered into this
. capitalist anarchy and took
“control. They eliminated their

competitors and established

domination over their different
sections of industry and finance.

They took America from free
enterprise to the new stage of
monopoly capitalism and were
rlghtly dubbed “Robber
Barons.”

The individual characteristics
of these men played a certain
role in their success. They were
more ruthless and more deter-
mined than their competitors.
But this was not fundamental.

Their rise was, above all,
determined by the working out of
the objective laws of capi-
talism. So-called free enterprise
and competition leads invariably
to the development of monopoly
through the elimination of the
weaker companies. This was
something which was as
independent of Rockefeller’s will
as it was of the will of those he
destroyed.

QUICK BUCK

No industry was more chaotic
in the late 1860s than the oil
industry. Oil had just been dis-
covered in western Pennsyl-
vania and thousands of prospec-
tors rushed to the area to make a
quick buck. They flooded the
market and drove down the price
to just over that of water.

Refineries popped up every-
where, particularly in Midwest
towns like Cleveland. The oil
fields and the reflineries and, in
turn, the markets on the East

Rockefeller as philanthro

t, extreme right, giving out dlmes at age 91.
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STANDARD OIL

RISE OF THE ROCKEFELLERS

Coast were connected by the
railroads.

Oil prices fluctuated wildly,
depending on the supply availa-
ble and the intensity of competi-
tion between the refiners.

Rockefeller was, if anything, a
prudent man. He came from a
poor, Baptist family in upstate
New York. He saved carefully
and in his early twenties, he set
up a provisions business and
made money supplying the
Union army in the Civil War.

But he knew that once the
fighting stopped, this line of
business would not offer much of
a future. So he decided to branch
out,

In partnership with a friend,
Henry M. Flagler, whose fa-
ther-in-law had made money in
the whiskey trade, he set up a
refinery in Cleveland. By 1867,
he was producing 1,500 barrels a
day.

Rockefeller approached the oil
business with a plan. The plan
was simple and by no means ori-
ginal.

A line of production is like a
river. It is fed by hundreds of
streams and then pours into a
lake or sea.

But there is one point where
the rever narrows. If you control
that peini. then you can
dominate the entire river.

The ‘‘narrows” in the oil
industry was the refineries, fed
by thousands of wells and
feeding a growing market.
Control the refineries and you
control oil.

Rockefeller had 29 compe-
titors in Cleveland alone, and
there were others developing in
Philadelphia and on the oil
fields.

The key to the refineries was
the railroads, which were then
engaged in a price war to
undercut each other’s freight
rates.

Rockefeller approached one of
them and offered a secret deal in
which he would guarantee a set
amount of daily freight at a set
rate.

In exchange, he demanded a
rebate. This meant that the
railroad would hand him back a
certain amount of money that he
had paid them in freight
charges. This gave Rockefeller
two advantages: he could
undercut his competitors and
they could not find out how he
did it.

By 1870, his competitors were
paying 40¢ on a barrel of crude
oil from oil field to refinery,
while Rockefeller was paying
25¢. His competitors were
paying $1.30 from refinery to

market, while Rockefeller was
paying 90¢.

He had doubled his production
to 3,000 barrels a day and his
refinery was worth one million
dollars. This was the biggest in
the world and he incorporated
his company under the name
Standard Oil of Ohio.

Rockefeller then developed his
master plan. It was the same
basic plan, only on a much larger
scale. This time he approached
all the railroads.

He offered to divide his freight
evenly among all of them at set
rates. In exchange, he demanded
the following rebates: 40 to 50
percent off all oil coming in to
his refineries; 25 to 50 percent
off all oil leaving his refineries.

At the same time, he
demanded a drawback—the rail
companies would pay him 50 per-
cent of the rate they charged the
““outside’’ refiners.

The railroad companies
agreed because they wanted to
stop their price wars and
guarantee their freight supply.
The beauty of the scheme was
not only that it forced other
refiners to pay twice tho rate
Rockefeller paid, but i paving
those rates, they were o1
Rackefelier’s wealis
their own throats.

The § ‘(t “ndt

the scheme was totally illegal,
set up through a series of
dummy corporations, did not
bother Rockefeller in the least.
Nor did it bother the American
government.

In one year, he wiped out or
bought off all the Cleveland
refineries. This gave him control
of 20 percent of American oil
output. By 1878, this had risen to
80 percent. The Standard Oil
monopoly was established.

This laid the basis for the
Rockefeller empire worldwide.
The family fortune was esti-
mated at just under one billion
dollars.

ILLEGAL

In 1911, the Supreme Court
ordered the splitting up of Stan-
dard Oil, which was declared
illegal under the Sherman Anti-
trust Act. Rockefeller diversi-
fied, invested heavily in banks
and maintained controlling
interests in the oil industry.

The monopolies of Rocke-
feller and his contemporaries
rose as his smaller competitors
were destroyed. But they also
accelerated the growth of a huge
industrial working class in
America.

Rockefeller combined great
wealth with great piety. He was
a firm Baptist, who entertained
large numbers of priests,
attended church regularly, and
taught Sunday school into his
late eighties.

He would greet his business
friends with: “God bless you,
and God bless Standard Oil.”

In justifying his great wealth,
he would simply say the money
came from God and he was its
steward.

Old ‘“John D.” also hegar the
family traditions of great philan-
thropy. He had the peculiar
habit of handing out dimes to
anyone he happened to meet on
his trips.

One could say that Rocke-
feller made philanthropy into a
business, a “retail business’’ as
one of his aides described it.

He gave away huge amounts of
money, but for a purpose. The
purpose was to buy off poli-
ticians and a host of other useful
people in order to make more
money.

His philanthropy was so sus-

pect that Congress refused to
pass a charter for his Rocke-
feller Foundation in 1913. This
was despite the fact that dozens
of senators and congressmen
were on his payroll. In this re-
spect, his grandson Nelson
seems to have inherited a family
trait.

The charter of the foundation
carries a broad statement of pur-
pose: ‘‘To promote the well-
being of mankind.”

Finally, at the end of his life,
he engaged in one final scheme.
In the 1930s he contributed to the
American Liberty League. an
ultra right-wing organization.

The League unsuccessfully ap-
proached Major General Smed-
ley Darlington Butler and asked
him to lead a demonstration
against newly-elected President
Roosevelt. It began to make
plans for a coup d’etat to depose
FDR and establish a military
dictatorship.

But the American ruling class
decided to back Roosevelt be-
cause they saw his New Deal
policies as the safest way to save
capitalism. The American
Liberty League lost influence

and Rockefeller die¢ in 1937 at
the age of 98.
NEXT
ISSUE:
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comment...

The Socialist Workers
Party is outraged. Coal min-
ers—who apparently do not
appreciate the ‘‘democra-
tic”” leadership of United
Mine Workers President Ar-
nold Miller which is so highly
praised in the pages of The
Militant—participated in pro-
tests against the new con-
tract.

As far as the revisionists are
concerned, such demonstrations
are very suspicious. They con-
sider it impermissible that
miners actually oppose Arnold
Miller. Therefore, The Militant
joins the mudslinging campaign
against the UMW ranks begun by
the Stalinists of the Communist
Party.

Referring to the protests in
Ohio and West Virginia against
the contract, Cindy Jaquith
writes in the December 20 issue
of The Militant that ‘‘the mo-
tives of the organizers of these
actions remain unclear.”

What makes the motives of the
protests ‘‘unclear’’? Jaquith
points out with some alarm that
‘‘opposition to the Miller leader-
ship seemed to be more import-

ant to the protesters than the
terms of the new contract.”
There is nothing ‘‘unclear’
about the motives. The thou-
sands of miners who are op-
posed to the contract are
drawing the conclusion that the
Miller bureaucracy must be
thrown out. The Workers League
is with the miners in this fight.

VENOM

Jaquith can hardly contain her
anger and she pours out all the
venom of the middle class radi-
cal against the movement of the
coal miners against the union
bureaucracy.

She writes: ‘“A popular sign
was ‘Dump Miller’, and copies of
the contract were burned,” ad-
ding with insulting arrogance
that ‘‘several protesters told this
reporter they had not read the
document.”’

The implication of this re-
mark is that darker and more
sinister forces are at work in the
UMW which aim to bring about
the downfall of Miller.

She finally gets to the point:
“Others claimed that the 1971
contract, negotiated by Boyle,
was better than the new con-
tract.”

So there it is. The 38,000
miners who voted against the

contract are either agents or
dupes of former union chief Tony
Boyle.

This malicious slander, which
has been peddled by the Stalin-
ists and borrowed by the Wall
Street Journal, now finds its way
into The Militant.

This attempt to discredit the
opposition among the ranks to
Miller marks a further sharp
turn to the right by the SWP. It is
forced by the logic of its oppor-
tunism to take up arms against
the working class and in defense
of the bureaucracy. How long
will it be before the SWP echoes
the Stalinist slanders against the
workers of Portugal?

So completely have the SWP
revisionists tied themselves to
the Miller clique that they no
longer dare to make even indi-
rect criticisms of it. Instead,
they must continually seek to
prove how ‘‘trustworthy’’ they
are to the bureaucracy.

Even up to last week, The Mili-
tant—while avoiding a clear
position on the contract—sought
to cover its unprincipled rela-
tions with Miller by quoting,
with so-called ‘“impartiality,”
miners for and against the con-
tract.

Now even that cautious path is
abandoned. The movement of

Claude Reese’s Murderer Free

NEW YORK, NY—A grand
jury has refused to indict
Frank P. Bosco, the cop who
murdered 14-year-old Claude
Reese in Brownsville last
September 15.

Bosco gunned down the youth
while the youth and several
friends were preparing for a
party in the basement of the
apartment building where they
lived.

The so-called ‘‘investigation”
of the grand jury was aimed
from the start at completing the
whitewash of the killing de-
manded by the police depart-
ment.

As in the case of 10-year-old
Clifford Glover, murdered by
Jamaica cops in 1973, Bosco
claimed that he shot Reese be-
cause he believed that he was
threatened by a drawn gun.

But the youth had no gun. He
was shot in the back while
fleeing from Bosco, who burst
into the apartment building
basement with his gun drawn.

Mrs. Claude Reese, the dead
youth’s mother, told reporters
that she was not told in advance
of the grand jury’s decision.

Three New York youth have
heen murdered by cops during
the past two years. All three
cops involved in the killings have
gone scot free.

Last June, Thomas Shea, the
killer of Clifford Glover, was ac-
quitted after a trial with a care-
fully selected jury.

public meeting of the |
Trade Union Alliance for a Labor Party

the fightagainst

the City layoffs
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135 W. 14th St. 7th floor
call 924-0852 for information

New York Cify

the miners threatens to throw
the revisionists off the perch
they have sought to establish for
themselves within the labor
movement through their prag-
matic adaptation to the Miller
leadership.

A rebellion against the miners
pact is in full swing. Many
miners who voted for the settle-
ment because they never were
given the opportunity to study
the contract are now refusing to
return to work because provi-
sions with which they have be-
come familiar only in the past
week.

The opposition to the contract
is also expressed in the wide-
spread support among the ranks
for the mine builders whose
pickets have been respected
throughout the coal fields.

Frank Lovell, the leading
labor reporter of The Militant,
chooses this moment to write an
article explaining, ‘“How to de-
fend gains in new miners pact.”

This article, combined with
the piece by Jaquith, exposes the
real role of the SWP within the
workers’ movement. It is called
upon by the bureaucracy to de-
fend the most open betrayals of
the ranks.

Miners are not interested in
defending the contract. They

SWP Slanders Coal Miners

want to throw it out.
In coal fields all over the coun-

" try, miners are now defying

court injunctions ordering them
to return to work.

But Lovell, following the
script written in the PR office of
the UMW international, de-
clares that the main fight before
the miners is to compel the op-
erators to observe the contract.

This would pose no problem.
The contract was written by the
operators and the government.
The courts are prepared to en-
force the contract. Details of the
contract bear out this accusa-
tion. If Lovell is either unable to
obtain or understand the con-
tract, he has only to read the
Bulletin for an accurate account
of what is in it.

The document contains provi-
sions attacking seniority, the

local mine committees, the pen-
sion fund, and safety guaran-
tees. It also enforces what
amounts to a wage cut on coal
miners by allowing a 17 percent
wage increase over three years,
which in no way compensates for
the rate of inflation.

The SWP’s betrayal of Marx-
ism has transformed it into a
servant of the bureaucracy and
an opponent of the working
class.

TUALP Speakers

BY A REPORTER

BORON, Calif.—A repre-
sentative of the Trade Union
Alliance for a Labor Party
spoke before the member-
ship meeting of ILWU Local
30.

TUALP was invited to show
The Inheritance, a film that
depicts the struggle of the
building of the unions in
America.

Six weeks ago, the Boron
workers ended their bitter four
and one-half month strike
against Borax and are living
under a contract that is a blue-
print for the destruction of the
union.

Two hundred fifty scabs
remain in the plant, while 219
union members are denied the
right to return to their jobs.

Speaking before nearly 100
workers at the meeting, Sheilah
Brehm, speaking on behalf of
TUALP, said: .

“You will see in this film
conditions that you now face at
US Borax when workers were
fired at will and they had no
rights. This was before the
unions were built and they were
huilt out of struggle.

ATTACKS

““The unions today are under
the most vicious attacks in their
history by the employers and
their government. They are
driven to try and destroy the
unions because they face the
deepest economic crisis in their
history. :

“In order to make inroads
against the right to jebs and
seniority, US Borax had no easy
time of it. ' '

“They had to hire a private
army, call in the police, call on
Reagan, and use the courts. But

. the biggest aid they had was

Harry Bridges, who made empty
promises to you and refused to
mobilize the -powerful dock
workers to defend your rights.

“What you face now is what
every trade unionist will face. A
new leadership must be built in
the ILWU.

““The issue before trade union-
ists today is not like in the film.

Address Local 30

It is not a question of building
unions. We enter this period with
one of the most powerful union
movements in the world.

‘“We need our own political
party, a labor party, pledged to
socialist policies to defend the
basic rights of the working class.

“The question facing every
Boron worker is how do we
defend our union and our rights?

‘‘It requires a political
solution, a labor party, and a
new leadership prepared for this
fight.

WORKERS LEAGUE

““The Workers League and the
Trade Union Alliance for a
Labor Party is pledged to carry-
ing out this task.

“We will campaign on the
docks and in the labor movement
to defend Local 30 and propose
that this fight be conducted on
the following policies:

“Immediate recall of every
union member on the job before
the strike, according to seniority
and with full back pay.

“Drop all charges against
union members.

‘“Reopen the contract for the
full 25 percent wage increase
and full cost of living.

“To win this, Bridges must
shut down the docks and the
ILWU must break with the
Démocrats.and Republicans and
fight for a congress of labor to
launch a labor party.”

The film won a great response
from the Boron workers. In the
past week, only a few union
members were hired back,
leaving 219 on the recall list.

US Borax has filed suit against
the union charging that the
ILWU does not represent .the.
new workers, the scabs. The
company . recently paid union
initiation fees for 45 scabs to
assure the existence of the scab.
force. .

The local voted to raise their
monthly dues to support those
who have not been recalled and
are considered still on strike.
They stipulated that none of this
additional money be sent to the
international because of its role
during the strike.
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The story of Rubin Carter

The Sixteenth Round by
Rubin “Hurricane” Carter.
Viking Press, 1974. $11.95.

The Sixteenth Round is a
powerful book. It is the life story
of Rubin ‘‘Hurricane” Carter,
once a leading contender for the
world middleweight boxing title.

Through a combination of
racist and political persecution,
he has spent 18 of his 37 years
behind bars.

On May 26, 1967, Rubin Carter
was given two consecutive life
sentences and one concurrent
life sentence for a crime he
never committed—the slaying of
two men and a woman in a
Paterson, New Jersey bar one
year before.

His friend John Artis, who was
with him at the time, was given
three concurrent life sentences.

The trial was a crude and bla-
tant frame-up that took place in
the atmosphere of the mass
ghetto rebellions—the Harlem
Fruit Riot in 1964 and later, the
Detroit, Newark, and Watts
rebellions.

When the shootings took place
at the Paterson Bar and Grill in
the early morning of June 17,
1966, the police had been after
Carter for some time. He had
marched with Martin Luther

RECESSION. . .

(Continued From Page 1)

the working class to prepare the
way for a bloody intervention in
the Middle East or wherever
else imperialist interests are
threatened.

The latest moves toward gold
provide an urgent warning. The
capitalists recognize that the
defense of their falling profits
requires the ability to impose the
most savage exploitation in
every factory and to take back
every gain won by the working
class since the 1930’s.

The working class must act,
and it must act politically, to
smash up these reactionary
preparations. The Meanys,
Woodcocks and the other labor
traitors must be given their
marching orders to get off
* Ford’s Labor-Management Com-
mittee and cease all collabora-
tion with the government whose
only purpose is to make the
working class pay for the crisis.

No worker is responsible for
this crisis which is entirely the
product of the bankrupt capi-
talist system.

Not a single job must be sacri-
ficed to save the capitalists. An
immediate halt must be
demanded to all layoffs and
firings. Every job that has been
eliminated must be restored.

If the employers claim there
are no jobs, let them slash the
working hours with no reduction
in pay to provide jobs for all. If
they attempt to impose layoffs,
the lahor movement must act to
occupy the factories and throw
the employers out.

Reductions in wages and
benefits are not issues to be

Carter's February 12, 1965 fight, won by Luis Rodriguez.

King in Washington and had
openly declared that blacks
should be armed to defend them-
selves against the police.

When Carter was sentenced,
he had already been through a
long series of confrontations
with the police and their sys-
tem.

He was born on May 6, 1937 in
Delawanna, New Jersey and was
raised in Paterson. His father
was a senior deacon in the Bap-
tist Church.

Carter soon found out about
the Paterson police force, indis-
tinguishable from the most
racist police force in the heart of
the South. )

At the age of eleven, Carter
was nearly killed by a crazed
homosexual white man who
assaulted him and members of a
gang he belonged to, the
Apaches. Carter stabbed the
man in self-defense.

Shortly afterwards, he stood
before a judge who denounced
him as an ‘‘animal’’ and ordered
him to be confined to a hellhole
called Jamesburg State Home
for Boys until he was 21—a full
10 years.

Carter repeatedly points out in
his autobiography that every
home and prison he ever saw

negotiated. The working class
has no responsibility for the
inflation and the rise in the cost
of living brought on by the
policies of the bankers and the
speculators.

Not a penny must be given up
to inflation. The labor movement
must demand wage increases to
compensate fully for everything
lost to higher prices and a 100
percent escalator clause to
provide full protection for every
paycheck.

If the employers claim they
are unable to meet these
demands, then the working class
must act to demand the full
nationalization of basic industry
and the bhanks under workers
control without a cent of
compensation to these bankrupt
parasites.

For Ford and his advisers the

recession they intend to impose
has only begun. For the Demo-
crats the answer lies in new
controls over wages. For both of
these capitalist parties it is the
right to profit that they defend
first, last and always.
. The enormous power of the
labor movement must be
directed politically to smash
these parties of unemployment
and repression. The fight must
be taken into every union local to
demand and organize the im-
mediate calling of a congress of
the entire labor movement to
launch a labor party committed
to this program.

Only the Workers League and
the Trade Union Alliance for a
Labor Party fight for these
policies in the unions. We call on
every worker to join us.

was designed to dehumanize,
degrade, and destroy those it
imprisoned. If you survived,
you came out a different person
from when you went in. James-
burg was no exception.

The boys were always forced
to walk in military formation
and even stand at attention while
waiting for the bug filled gruel
they called food.

BLACKJACKS

Security guards used black-
jacks on anybody who made
trouble.

Then there was segregation, a
single cold concrete block with
no toilet where Carter was often
put with no clothes and no
bedding for months at a time.
Carter writes of this period:

““The ensuing years deci-
sively changed my thinking. I
witnessed many deaths and
attempted suicides by frus-
trated inmates seeking refuge
from atrocities committed
against them—young boys who
had first gone to the higher
authorities begging for their
help, only to be met by sadistic
technicians who literally burned
their brains out and then sent
them right back to Jamesburg
smoking...”

Carter escaped when he was
17—after seven years—when he
was betrayed by prison officials
who had pledged to release him.
With the help of his family, he
enlisted in the army.

As a paratrooper stationed in
Germany, Carter, a natural
fighter, got his first formal
boxing training. When he was
discharged two years later, he
had twice won the European
Light-Welterweight Champion-
ship by winning 51 bouts.

No sooner was he out and
settling into a normal life in
Paterson than the police
stormed into his house in the
middle of the night, kidnapped
him, and took him back to pri-
son.

IMPRISONMENT

He was kept there for 10
months illegally. No documents
or formal papers were ever
drawn up to justify his imprison-
ment.

When he came out, his car had
been dispossessed and his GI vet-
eran benefits had been taken
away. Shortly afterwards, bitter
and depressed, Carter snatched
a purse and was shipped back to
jail—this time for four years.

Between 1961 and 1966, Carter

Carter and John Artis. The original description by witnesses was that the

killers were both light skinned blacks, and both nearly six feet tall.
Compare description to above picture.
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waged a difficult struggle to win
recognition as a professional
hoxer. He describes the exploi-
tation hoxers are subjected to
under capitalism:

“I now accepted as a foregone
conclusion that nobody really
cared about us prize fighters and
that we were looked upon with
favor only as meal tickets.

“When we finally grew old and
tired or maybe got hurt while
fighting and the machine just
didn’t work as well as it had in
the past, we were simply
scrapped and sent to the junk-
yard to rot, to lay in waste upon
the heaps of other discarded
prize fighters who were already
decomposing in the bin—just like
any other machine rusts without
proper care.”’

On October 14, 1966, Carter
and Artis were charged with the
triple slaying at the Paterson
Bar and Grill four months after
it happened.

IDENTIFY

Carter and Artis had been
picked up the night of the
shooting, but had soon been re-
leased after no one could identify
them.

The consistent description of
the killers did not fit either
Carter or Artis. The sole direct
testimony against them came
from Alfred Bello and Arthur
Bradley, two convicts who said
they were near the bar on the
night of the shooting, robbing a
factory, and had seen Carter and
Artis running away.

In exchange for their fraudu-
lent testimony, they were
promised freedom from prose-
cution for their own crimes and
a reward of $12,500. Later, after
the convictions, Bradley was ap-
parently double-crossed and ad-
mitted to his fellow prisoners
that he deliberately lied to help
the police frame Carter.

No weapons were ever pro-
duced, but the police planted two
shells in Carter’s car and then
claimed they found them.

Despite the contradictory
testimony, and the open pre-
judice of Judge Larner against
Carter, he was found guilty after
less than two hours of deli-
berations.

Carter went to Rahway prison
and decided to keep fighting.
With the help of his wife Mae
Thelma and friends, he began to
study law and prepare a struggle
for a new trial. Carter con-
cludes the book with these
words:

“I've come to you in the only
manner left open to me. I've
tried the courts, exhausted my
life’s earnings, and tortured my
loved ones with little grains and
tidhits of hope that may never
materialize.

“Now, the only chance I have
is appealing directly to you, the
people, and showing you the
wrongs that have yet to be
righted—the injustice that has
been done to me.”’
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BUROGRATAS QUE
APOYAN A BEAME

POR DAVID NORTH

El alcalde Abraham
Beame, que ha ordenado los
mayores despidos en la histo-
ria de la ciudad de Nueva
York, fue elegido el afio pasa-
do con el apoyo entusiasta de
los lideres de las uniones de
la ciudad.

Victor Gotbaum de DC 37.
John DeLury de Sanidad,
Richard Vizzini de Bomberos,
Albert Shanker de profesores
escolares y Leon Davis de Hospi-
tales dieron su apoyo incon-
dicional al ticket demdcrata.

Victor Gotbaum describié a
Beame en Public Employee
Press como ‘‘el hombre que
representa el camino mds direc-
to al progreso y avances signi-
ficativos que deben de hacerse
en esta ciudad.”

El ‘““‘camino directo’’ de
Beame ya ha prdducido el despi-
do de 8,000 hombres y brutales
ataques a los-servicios sociales
de la ciudad.

Gotbhaum continia apoyando a
Beamc expresando su ‘‘com-
prension’’ por los problemas del
alcalde.

Vizzini, de la unién de
bomberos escribié en Fire Lines
que los bomberos ‘‘estaban orgu-
Hosos del papel que habian
desempefiado en la eleccidon del
alcalde,” y expresé ‘‘la cope-
racion y continua lealitad de los

Policia asesino libre

Nueva York—Un jurado de la ciudad rehusé acusar a Frank P.
Bosco, el policia que asesiné al joven Claude Reese de 14 afios
en Brownsville el 15 de setiembre.

Bosco disparé a Claude mientras este preparaba una fiesta en
el sétano de su edificio acompaitado por varios amigos.

La llamada “investigacion” estuvo dirigida desde el principio a
completar ia “limpiesa” del asesinato que el dpto. de policia

demandaba.

pistola en la mano.

bomberos’’ hacia Beame.

Beame ha pagado esta lealtad
y obediencia al Partido Demé-
crata despidiendo a 150 bom-
beros.

Para John DeLury, Beame
tiene planeado 235 despidos de
trabajadores permanentes y 74
de provisionales.

Leon Davis de Hospitales se
quejé porque la asamblea de
delegados de Guild Division
decidid no brindar su apoyo a los
demdcratas.

Esta colaboracién con el
Partido Demdcrata hace a la
burocracia responsable de los
ataques al empleo y servicios
sociales.

Todos ellos subyugaron al
movimiento laboral rehusando
construir un Partido Obrero
para mobilizar a trabajadores en
defensa del empleo y nivel de
vida.

El ano pasado, la Liga Obrera
y la Alianza Sindical por un
Partido Obrero (TUALP) lanza-
ron una campana contra cual-
quier apoyo al demdcrata
Beame y por la construccién de
un Partido Obrero.

Los ataques de Beame expo-
nen la verdadera naturaleza de
la alianza de los lideres sindi-
cales con el Partido Demdcrata.

La lucha para defender los
empleo requiere de romper con
los demécratas y construir un
partido propio—un Partido
Obrero.

POR LOS EDITORES
Desafiando las orde-
nes judiciales de volver
al trabajo, mas de 50 mil
mineros rehuzaron cru-
zar la linea de piquete de
los obreros de construc-

cion de la UMW.

Después de que los 4,500
ohreros de construccion
denegaran dos veces la
propuesta de contrato, ayer
se anuncié que un acuerdo
tentativo se habia logrado
con la Association of
Bitominous Contractors, pero
nada se dijo sobre los térmi-
nos del contrato.

El acuerdo anterior conside-
raba la misma férmula salarial
de 10 porciento, 4 porciento y 3
porciento impuesta a los
mineros y una serie de ataques a
las condiciones de trabajo
existentes, incluyendo una
cldusula que considera 30 dias de
prueba en la que los duefios
pueden despedir obreros si no les
gustan y una ‘‘reduccion de
fuerza’’ para despedir mineros
por tres dias a la semana.

El apoyo a la lucha de los
obreros de construccion crece
rapidamente entre los mineros a
medida que los detalles de la
traicion del contrato salen a la
luz.

Arnold Miller, presidente de la
UMW, abiertamente ha expues-
to su posicién contra los pique-
tes diciendo que ‘... pone en
riesgo los acuerdos para el con-
trato de los mineros de cons-
truccion.”

Miller quiere vender a los
mineros de construccién de la
misma forma que vendid, con 17
porciento de aumento salarial, el
contrato de 120 mil mineros.

Como en el caso de Clifford Glover de 10 afios, asesinado en
Jamaica, Queens, en 1973, Bosco alega que maté a Claude por-
que crey6 que tenia una pistola.

Pero el joven «.. tenia ninguna pistola. Fue asesinado por la
espalda mientras corria de Bosco quien entr6 al sétano con la

Durante los uitimos dos afios, tres jovenes han sido asesi-
nados por policias y los tres han sido puestos en libertad.

Pensionarios acusan a Miller
de haberlos vendido con la cldu-
sula que deduce el pago de los
operadores al Welfare y al fondo
de pensiones para obreros reti-
rados.

Cada cambio aceptado por

predispone a los operadores de
carbon a despedir y acelerar el
trabajo de los mineros, con el fin
de reducir sus pagos y refor-
zarse en los ataques contra la
union.

Para los revisionistas, estas
demostraciones ‘‘son confusas.”

En la edicién del 20 de diciem-

conferenciade la costa este sobre el
perlodlco de la .luventud Socialista

.”HABRA TRES GRUPOS
DE DISCUSION

*UNIVERSITARIOS
*ESCOLARES
*JOVENES OBREROS.Y
DESEMPLEADOS

GUIADOS POR MIEMBROS DE LA
JUVENTUD SOCIALISTA:

Mike, Queens J.S.
Freddie, ENY J.S.

Jerry, Bed-Stuy J.S.

Reporte Internacional Adele Sinclair, Editora Del Periodico de la J.S. .

Teoria Marxista y la Construccion

del movimiento revolucionario de la Juventud
Fred Mazelis, Secretario Nacional de la Liga Obrera

Campaia de Reclutamiento
de invierno

Helen Hzlyard, Secretaria Nacional de la J.S.

e no a los cortes
del presupuesto!

o trabajos para

e por un partido

(De La Seccion inglesa de la J.S.)

periédico juvenil que guia
la lucha por socialismo

todos !

obrero !

Sabado 21 de Diciembre
a las 10:00 AM

Auditorio Gershwin en

Brooklyn College, NYC
entre Avenidas Flatbush y H.
Trenes No. 3 6 4 a la avenida

Flatbush
Informacion: llamar al 212-924-
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Miller con respecto a los fondos,

rnold Miller
bre del Militant, periédico del
Socialists Workers Party
(SWP), dicen que lo que hace los
motivos de los mineros confusos
es que ‘‘la oposicion a Miller
parece ser mas importante para
los demostrantes que los térmi-
nos del nuevo contrato.”’

No hay nada confuso. Los
miles de mineros que se oponen

al contrato estdn llegando a la.

conclusion que la burocracia de
Miller debe de salir. La Liga
Obrera apoya a los mineros en
esta lucha.

Finalmente, dicen que ‘‘hay
quienes claman que el contrato
de 1971, negociado por Boyle, era
mejor que el nuevo contrato.”

Como si los 38 mil mineros que
se opusieron al contrato son
agentes o victimas de Tony
Boyle.

Esta calumnia, originada por
los stalinistas, muestra un paso
mds hacia la derecha dado por el
SWP. Es producto de su opor-

obrera CRUZAR LINEA DE
ETES

endo contrato con mi

tunismo para tomar las armas
contra la clase obrera en defen-
sa de la burocracia.

El contrato de la ABC ha sido
elaborado y dictado por el
gobierno de Ford y los dueiios de
las compaiiias.

La oposicion contra este con-
trato debe unir la lucha con los
mineros para la defensa de
niveles y condiciones de vida
decentes.

La ofensiva de los mineros es
solo el comienzo de las explo-
siones revolucionarias que se
van a dar en un futuro préximo
con la agudizacion de la crisis
econdmica.

Mineros y constructores deben
demandar que Miller y el Comité
Ejecutive convoquen a una con-
ferencia, con caracter de emer-
gencia, de la uniéon UMW para
abrir un debate sobre el contrato
y las medidas que se tienen que
tomar para defender la unién de
los ataques del gobierno y los
grandes operadores del carbén.

Estados Unidos

El gobierno de Ford acaba
de anunciar su boycot al fon-
do de emergencia de las

Naciones Unidas para los pai-
ses mas afectados por la
inflacion y el precio del
petrdleo.

Kuwait, Irdn y la comunidad
econdmica europea han acep-
tado contribuir al fondo a condi-
cion de que los Estados Unidos
sea también uno de los contri-
buyentes.

El representante de los Esta-
dos Unidos, Clarence Fergunson
Jr., dijo que el fondo no era nece-
sario y que los Estados Unidos
preferia trabajar a través del
Banco Mundial y el Fondo
Monetario Internacional, que
estd dominado for los paises
capitalistas mds poderosos.

Por otro lado, todas las deci-
siones del comité de 32 naciones
que administra el fondo de la
ONU, que incluye a muchos pai-
ses en vias de desarrollo, son
tomadas por consenso o por un
voto mayoritario de dos tercios.

La lista de la ONU de los 32
paises mds necesitados incluye
20 paises africanos, cuatro
latinoamericanos, y Camboya,
Laos, Pakistan, Bangla Desh, Sri
Lanka, Yemen e India.

La crisis econémica y el tre-
mendo déficit en las balanzas de
pagos que han aumentado
astronémicamente desde que el

Boycotea Fondos

precio del petrdleo se cuadrupli-
cé significa que los Estados
Unidos condenara a masas ente-
ras en los paises coloniales a que
mueran de hambre.

Los alimentos y los préstamos
son usados por los Estados
Unidos como un arma politica
para forzar a estos paises a que
se alinien con él.

En la Conferencia Mundial de
Alimentos de las Naciones
Unidas del mes pasado, se repor-
té6 que la ayuda de Estados
Unidos bajé al 75 porciento en los
tltimos 10 afos. El aiio pasado,
la venta de fertilizantes se
suspendié conduciendo al colap-
so de secciones enteras de la
agricultura y la industria en pai-
ses como India.

Kissinger espera que esta .,
estrategia impedird que las
naciones pequefias se unan
contra los Estados Unidos.

Las recientes demandas de

paises africanos, asidticos, ara-
hes y latinoamericanos de expul-
zar Sud Africa de las Naciones
Unidas y para reconocer a la
Organizacion de Liberacidn
Palestina (OLP) fueron duros
golpes contra el imperialismo
americano.
_ Deteniendo virtualmente toda
la ayuda salvo cuando es bajo el
control estricto de los Estados
Unidos, la clase gobernante estd
diciéndole a estos paises que sus
economias quebrardn a menos
que se sometan.

7:30 p.m.
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17+ =B MINEROS REHUSAN
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BUROCRATAS QUE
APOYAN A BEAME

POR DAVID NORTH

El alcalde Abraham
Beame, que ha ordenado los
mayores despidos en la histo-
ria de la ciudad de Nueva
York, fue elegido el aiio pasa-
do con el apoyo entusiasta de
los lideres de las uniones de
la ciudad.

Victor Gotbaum de DC 37
John DeLury de Sanidad,
Richard Vizzini de Bomberos,
Albert Shanker de profesores
escolares y Leon Davis de Hospi-
tales dieron su apoyo incon-
dicional al ticket demdcrata.

Victor Gotbaum describié a
Beame en Public Employee
Press como ‘‘el hombre que
representa el camino mas direc-
to al progreso y avances signi-
ficativos que deben de hacerse
en esta ciudad.”

El ‘‘camino directo’’ de
Beame ya ha prdducido el despi-
do de 8,000 hombres y brutales
ataques a los servicios sociales
de la ciudad.

Gothaum continiia apoyando a
Beamc expresando su ‘‘com-
prension’’ por los problemas del
alcalde.

Vizzini, de la unién de
bomberos escribié en Fire Lines
que los bomberos ‘‘estaban orgu-
llosos del papel que habian
desempenado en la eleccion del
alcalde,” y expresé ‘‘la cope-
racion y continua lealtad de los

Policia asesino libre

Nueva York—Un jurado de la ciudad rehusé acusar a Frank P.
Bosco, el policia que asesiné al joven Claude Reese de 14 aiios
en Brownsville el 15 de setiembre.

Bosco disparé a Claude mientras este preparaba una fiesta en
el sétano de su edificio acompaiiado por varios amigos.

La llamada “investigacion” estuvo dirigida desde el principio a
completar la “limpiesa” del asesinato que el dpto. de policia

demandaba.

pistola en la mano.

bomberos’’ hacia Beame.

Beame ha pagado esta lealtad
y obediencia al Partido Dem¢-
crata despidiendo a 150 bom-
beros.

Para John DeLury, Beame
tiene planeado 235 despidos de
trabajadores permanentes y 74
de provisionales.

Leon Davis de Hospitales se
quejo porque la asamblea de
delegados de Guild Division
decidio no brindar su apoyo a los
demdcratas.

Esta colaboracion con el
Partido Demdcrata hace a la
burocracia responsable de los
ataques al empleo y servicios
sociales.

Todos ellos subyugaron al
movimiento laboral rehusando
construir un Partido Obrero
para mobilizar a trabajadores en
defensa del empleo y nivel de
vida.

El ano pasado, la Liga Obrera
y la Alianza Sindical por un
Partido Obrero (TUALP) lanza-
ron una campaina contra cual-
quier apoyo al demdcrata
Beame y por la construccion de
un Partido Obrero.

Los ataques de Beame expo-
nen la verdadera naturaleza de
la alianza de los lideres sindi-
cales con el Partido Demdcrata.

La lucha para defender los
empleo requiere de romper con
los demdcratas y construir un
partido propio—un Partido
Obrero.

POR LOS EDITORES

Desafiando las orde-
nes judiciales de volver
al trabajo, mas de 50 mil
mineros rehuzaron cru-
zar la linea de piquete de
los obreros de construc-
cion de la UMW.

Después de que los 4,500

obreros de construccién
denegaran dos veces la
propuesta de contrato, ayer
se anuncido que un acuerdo
tentativo se habia logrado
con la Association of
Bitominous Contractors, pero
nada se dijo sobre los térmi-
nos del contrato.

El acuerdo anterior conside-
raba la misma formula salarial
de 10 porciento, 4 porciento y 3
porciento impuesta a los
mineros y una serie de ataques a
las condiciones de trabajo
existentes, incluyendo una
clausula que considera 30 dias de
prueba en la que los duefios
pueden despedir obreros si no les
gustan y una ‘‘reduccion de
fuerza’” para despedir mineros
por tres dias a la semana.

El apoyo a la lucha de los
obreros de construccion crece
rapidamente entre los mineros a
medida que los detalles de la
traicion del contrato salen a la
luz.

Arnold Miller, presidente de la
UMW, abiertamente ha expues-
to su posicién contra los pique-
tes diciendo que ‘... pone en
riesgo los acuerdos para el con-
trato de los mineros de cons-
truccion.”

Miller quiere vender a los
mineros de construccion de la
misma forma que vendid, con 17
porciento de aumento salarial, el
contrato de 120 mil mineros.

Como en el caso de Clifford Glover de 10 afos, asesinado en
Jamaica, Queens, en 1973, Bosco alega que maté a Claude por-
que creyd que tenia una pistola.

Pero el joven i.. tenia ninguna pistola. Fue asesinado por la
espalda mientras corria de Bosco quien entré al sétano con la

Durante los Gitimos dos afos, tres jovenes han sido asesi-
nados por policias y los tres han sido puestos en libertad.

Pensionarios acusan a Miller
de haberlos vendido con la cldu-
sula que deduce el pago de los
operadores al Welfare y al fondo
de pensiones para obreros reti-
rados.

Cada cambio aceptado por
Miller con respecto a los fondos,
predispone a los operadores de
carbon a despedir y acelerar el
trabajo de los mineros, con el fin
de reducir sus pagos y refor-
zarse en los ataques contra la
union.

Para los revisionistas, estas
demostraciones ‘‘son confusas.”
En la edicién del 20 de diciem-

conferencia de la costa este sobre el
Juventud Socialista
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PIQUETES

bre del Militant, periédico del
Socialists Workers Party
(SWP), dicen que lo que hace los
motivos de los mineros confusos
es que ‘‘la oposicion a Miller
parece ser mas importante para
los demostrantes que los térmi-
nos del nuevo contrato.”

No hay nada confuso. Los
miles de mineros que se oponen
al contrato estdn llegando a la
conclusion que la burocracia de
Miller debe de salir. La Liga
Obrera apoya a los mineros en
esta lucha.

Finalmente, dicen que ‘hay
quienes claman que el contrato
de 1971, negociado por Boyle, era
mejor que el nuevo contrato.”

Como si los 38 mil mineros que
se opusieron al contrato son
agentes o victimas de Tony
Boyle.

Esta calumnia, originada por
los stalinistas, muestra un paso
mds hacia la derecha dado por el
SWP. Es producto de su opor-

Arnold Miller discutiendo contrato con mineros en WV.

tunismo para tomar las armas
contra la clase obrera en defen-
sa de la burocracia.

El contrato de la ABC ha sido
elaborado y dictado por el
gobierno de Ford y los duefios de
las companias.

La oposicién contra este con-
trato debe unir la lucha con los
mineros para la defensa de
niveles y condiciones de vida
decentes.

La ofensiva de los mineros es
solo el comienzo de las explo-
siones revolucionarias que se
van a dar en un futuro préximo
con la agudizacion de la crisis
economica.

Mineros y constructores deben
demandar que Miller y el Comité
Ejecutive convoquen a una con-
ferencia, con caracter de emer-
gencia, de la union UMW para
abrir un debate sobre el contrato
y las medidas que se tienen que
tomar para defender la union de
los ataques del gobierno 'y los
grandes operadores del carbon.

Estados Unidos
Boycotea Fondos

El gobierno de Ford acaba
de anunciar su boycot al fon-
do de emergencia de las
Naciones Unidas para los pai-
ses mas afectados por la
inflacion y el precio del
petrdéleo.

Kuwait, Irdn y la comunidad
economica europea han acep-
tado contribuir al fondo a condi-
cion de que los Estados Unidos
sea también uno de los contri-
buyentes.

El representante de los Esta-
dos Unidos, Clarence Fergunson
Jr., dijo que el fondo no era nece-
sario y que los Estados Unidos
preferia trabajar a través del
Banco Mundial y el Fondo
Monetario Internacional, que
estd dominado for los paises
capitalistas mas poderosos.

Por otro lado, todas las deci-
siones del comité de 32 naciones
que administra el fondo de la
ONU, que incluye a muchos pai-
ses en vias de desarrollo, son
tomadas por consenso 0 por un
voto mayoritario de dos tercios.

La lista de la ONU de los 32
paises mas necesitados incluye
20 paises africanos, cuatro
latinoamericanos, y Camboya,
Laos, Pakistdan, Bangla Desh, Sri
Lanka, Yemen e India.

La crisis econémica y el tre-
mendo déficit en las balanzas de
pagos que han aumentado
astronémicamente desde que el

precio del petréleo se cuadrupli-
c6 significa que los Estados
Unidos condenarad a masas ente-
ras en los paises coloniales a que
mueran de hambre.

Los alimentos y los préstamos
son usados por los Estados
Unidos como un arma politica
para forzar a estos paises a que
se alinien con él.

En la Conferencia Mundial de
Alimentos de las Naciones
Unidas del mes pasado, se repor-
to que la ayuda de Estados
Unidos bajé al 75 porciento en los
tiltimos 10 afios. El ano pasado,
la venta de fertilizantes se
suspendié conduciendo al colap-
so de secciones enteras de la
agricultura y la industria en pai-
ses como India.

Kissinger espera que esta
estrategia impedird que las
naciones pequefias se unan
contra los Estados Unidos.

Las recientes demandas de
paises africanos, asiaticos, dra-
bes y latinoamericanos de expul-
zar Sud Africa de las Naciones
Unidas y para reconocer a la
Organizacion de Liberacidn
Palestina (OLP) fueron duros
golpes contra el imperialismo
americano.

Deteniendo virtualmente toda
la ayuda salvo cuando es bajo el
control estricto de los Estados
Unidos, la clase gobernante estd
diciéndole a estos paises que sus
economias quebrardn a menos
que se sometan.

7:30 p.m.
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