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THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR

INTERNATIONAL ASPECTS OF THE CIVIL WAR IN SPAIN

One of the most important aspects of the present Spanish devel-~
opments 1s the danger of a new imperialist war developing out of
them, a war in which the imperialists would disguising the strug-
gle for imperialis?t expansion as a struggle between fascism and
tjemocracy”. Imperialist intervention, which 1is already carried
on by the leading powers in a semi-concealed fashion can light
the spark for this new slaughter. The Spanish civil war marks
a new high point in the pre-war maneuvering of the different
imperialist forces, for points of vantage.

. FRANCE and SPAIN

The maturing revolutionary episis in France has far greater poli-
tical importance for the fate of Burope and the World, but at the
present moment the Spanish‘dévelopments are such that they will
to a large extent determine the pre-contitions for the coming
civil war in France. o :

Whereas a victory of recaction in 8pain would greatly strenghten

the reactionary forces in Framce creating conditions favorable

for their victory, the victory of the Spanish Workers would pave
the way for the proletarion revolution in France.

BASIC ANTAGONISMS OF THE WORLD CAPTTALISM

The decp antagonlsms within world capitalism today, arc again
brought to the fore by the Spanish Civil War. A two-fold antagon-
1em flows out of the basic contradictions of international
capltalist, l.2.- the struggle among the imperialist powers on the
ore hand, and on the other the struggle between world capitalism
as a whole and the extension of Lenin's October revolution.

The struggle among imperialists is superficially the most promin-
ent aspect of this two-fold antagonlsls But ‘that which is decis-
ive is the struggle of the world imperialists against the ex-
tension of the October revolution. The imperialist struggles

are in a sense, surface indications of a more deep seated antagon~
ism in the prescnt decay stage of capitalism and the actions of -
the great powers indicate that they understand this reality. This
dual antagonisn cannot be separated. It 1s tied into an insolu-
ble contradiction. : ~ :
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THE THRER IMPERI .LIGT BLOCKL

The imperialist forces, each of which has as its main aim to pre-
vent the extension of the wictorious Russian October to western
Burope, are divided into the following blocks:

1. The German-Italian fascist bloc, an agressive group that takes
the offensive against Spanish Workers gnd against the weak and
racillating icies of the bourgeol emocrats.
%?Cl%%gtiggggglé%lﬁatgons bloc, %he gourge01§ democratic group,
led momentarily by France, with Enghand and the voviet Union. This
bloc has heen very effectively blocking the extension of the _
October Revolution. DBut this bloc is very heterogeneous and will
unable to stand any serious test.

3. The United States is the third force. By itself it stunds as
the major imperislist power in the world today and can therefore
afford to play a lone hand against both of the imperiulist blocs
using the cne against the other for its own ends, in the struggle
for markets and in war preparations.

All three groups carry on a struggle against the opanish workers,
against the proletarion revolution, against the establishment of
the dictatorship of the proletariat. The fascist bloc supports

the reactionary rebveis while the League of Nations bloc¢ supports

the Spanish Peoples Front.

While the forces of these three imperialist blocs are all strugg-
ling against the extension of the October Revolution, while
divicding their support for the different capitalist foctions
involved in the internal struggle in Spain, the wmost reuactionary

forces in all the countries are giding the reactionary and fusecist

rebels. The rebels received direct aid from these reachtionary
forces 1n France, Ingland and {he United wtutes. The vtandari 0il
interests have sent representatives to the rebcl camps. in the
U.5. Bearst openly makes propagonda for the wvanish reactioraries.
The Spanish workers struggle against tremendous odds on un inser-
nacional scale and need the fullest support of the whole world
proletariat including that of the woviet Union.

THE IMPSRT aLY T INTEREUT IN oP.IN

The inter-imperialist struggle revolves around the following main

points:  The present civil war in wpain is the result of many
years of political and economic crises in a backward country. oue
to the inability of the bourgeois democrats to solve the probiems
of their own revolution this crisis has continued uninterrupted

‘during the five and a half years of the republic. The repuuvlic

was unable to get at the root of the agrariun ruestion. 7Thsz
church problem, the national question or the economic crisis. The
accumulation of these unsclved problems together with the rressure
of world capitalism upon Spain created a series of revolutionary
and counter-revolutionary explosions. The last of which, the
current civil war comes at a most critical period in the realign-
ments and open preparations for the new imperialist war.



. . playing beth .ends against each other.
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Great Britain helped establish the Peoples Front gevernment that
is in Spain. Not that Britain especially favors Peoples front
governments but the internal situations existing in France and
Spain as well as the strained relutions between Britain and Italy
determined her attitude on the matter. The Peoples Front was,
under the circumstances, the most effective und cheapest method
of holding the evermore aggressive working class and oppressed
masses in check in the face of a situation that was becoming more
revolutionary. A further weukening or defeat of the proletarlat
in such countries through the channels of reformism would enable

the exploiters to carry on for a period before it becomes necess—
ary to switch to a more open dictatorisl form of subjection.

Great Britain needs Spain as an ally at the entrance to the Med-
i teranean. Italy's Mediteranean pluons, as well as those other
powers, require that a government friendly tc Britain to control
the regions on both sides of the otraits of Gibraltar. This is
essential for the protection of the life line of the British
Bapire. _— » S : :

On the other hand, Italy is openly supporting the reactionar%
rebels in hopes of securing a key position near Gibraltar. oth
Germany and Italy reallze the importance of the struggle in Spain.
Both roalize that it is essentially a struggle between Communism
and Fascism and that only in a secondary sense, 1S the igsue of
Fascism vs. Democracy involved. Events in pypain having passed
beyond the stage of clvil peacc through “democratic™ parialment~
ary means, the Fascist bloc must now play vpain as another card
in the game of war preparations. R :

France and its Pedples Front goverment for thelr own self pro-
tecticn are forced to support the opanish Peoples Front regime.
As is typical with middle class politiciuns, they do this in the
most cowardly half-hearted fashion. France now takes the initia-
tive in the League of Nations for 4 'neutrality pact in uspain,
and thereby enables England to play the sume role in the present
struggle that France played in the Italo-HEthiopian war, that of

The United States takes a direct interest in the Civil War, not
only for the protection of her investments in dpain, but primorily
to prevent Great Britain from utilizing this situation to obtain

a European. bloc against the United otates und in order to prevent
the spread of the proletarian revolution in Western Burope. The
immense economic might of United states imperialism is brought in-
to play, diplomatic notes are written demunding -protection of prop-
erty, war ships are dispatched to Spuanish waters. :

The Soviet Union is playing a secondary role within the vanti-
fascist! bloc in Burope without the leust semplance of an indepen~

© dent working class pollcy.

- THE M4RAT ST POGITION -

A separate position in the struggle is that of revalutionarng  ,[:_
. Marxism which represents the interests of the workers and oppress—
ed masses of all countries. Its pollcies are based on the
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independent class action of the proletariat against all the forces
- of the enemy classes. Its line is to divide its enemies and to
defeat them; not to support one group of exploiters against ano-
ther. This essential task can only be accomplished on the basis
of the political and organizational independence of the revolu-
tionary Marxiam organization in opain and throughout the world in
the ranks of a Communist Fourth International.

IF THE SPsNIoH WORKERy oRE DEFEATED

The struggle in Spain is but one phasexof the internutiQnal strug-
gle of the world proletariat for its complete emancipation.

If the Spanish proletariat is defeated either by a victory of re-
action or by a compromise of the bourgeois democrats through an
open betrayal by the Peoples Front, its negative repercussions
will have disastragus effects on the whole world labor movement.
This will favor the Stalinist and capitalist elements in the wovi-
et Union to the detriment of the Russian workers. It will favor
- the reactionary forces in the approaching civil war in Frunce even
 though it may momentarily stiffen the resistance of the bourgeois
democrats (liberals, Stalinists, socialists) in the defensive

- struggles against reaction and fascism. Isolated and with their
backs to the wall the French workers will fight desperately under
The greatest disadvantages. a4 defeat of the working class in opain
would give rise to a consolidation of the fascist forces through-
out the world. It would give the reactionary forces every advan-
tage in the impending civil war in France. \

4 VICTORY OF THE SPaNISH WORKERS

Come what may in Spaln, the government of the Peoples Front is
dobmed. Bourgeois democracy is wushed out in vpain and the issue
~1s clearly -~ Fascism or Communism.

A victory of the opanish workers, fighting valiuntly on the buarri-
cades today, can ohly mean the establishment of a voviet upain.
This will alter the whole international situation turning the tide
against fascism throughout the world. This victory will be ex-
tended to other countries. It will give the workers of France the
needed impulse to smash through the Peoples Front struait-jacket,
defeat reaction and overthrow. capitalism. It will give renewed
energies to the proletdrian forces in the poviet Union against
Stalinism and against the disintegration toward capitulism. It
- will lay a material foundation for the estublishment of the Com-
minist Fourth International. It will accelerute the developments
- of the North american labor movement into left chunnels and en~
able the Marxists to gain points of advantage against the reform-
1st socialists and their Trotskyite fringe, the ptulinists und
their Lovestonite cam-followers and the reformist labor und
" farmer-labor fakers. .
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REVOLOTIONsRY SITUTION EBXTsTi

The situation in: Spain has for months been a definitely revolu-
tionary one. All of the objective factors are present for « viec-
- torious proletarian revolution. Only a Murxist vanguard with an
independent revolutionary policy is lacking. opain's situation

is that of a semi-colonial country with a relatively strong bour-
geoisie only in Catalonia and the Basque Provinces. Its agruariun
base is mainly feudal. The nation's economy was ruined by a dozen
or more years of post-war depression, internsl struggles uamong the
ruling groups and the wasteful ddventure in Morocco. The great
masg of workers and peasants are class conscious and affiliated to
organizations that have declared in one form or another for the
overthrow of capitalism. S '

The struggle against the monarchy, culminating in its overthrow

in April 1931, marked the beginning of the democratic stage of the
Spanish Social Revolution which is now overripe for passage to the
‘next stage. - The inability of the Spanish bourgeocisie to solve the
most elementary problems of the democratic revolution was demonste
ated during the bwo- years of the Republican bocialist coalition

(1931-33) and also during the six months period of Republican rule

under the Peoples Ffront. Five:and one-~half years_have passed since
the overthrow of the monarchy and feudalism " still dominates pyral

economy. The fower of the church, the arm{, the cacl ues was not
iberal bourgeoisie weak sisters. To the extent that

reforms have been realized it has only been through the direct
revolutionary actions of the masses who have seized land, burned
churches and pressed the class struggle on every front against the
opposition of thelr reformist leaders of the Communist and cocial-
ist Parties.

-~ The two above mentioned parties, and especially the Communist Party,
contend that it is necessary for opuain to complete its bourgeols

democratic revolution under capitalism. They are opposed to the

organization of soviets and oppose the transformation of the

~ Workers 4Alliances into organisms that could play the role of

Soviets. 4t a time when only the establishment of a proletarian

dictatorship can definitely stop Fascism, they defend the capital-
ist forms and open the door for reaction.

i1l
THE AGRARTAN QUESTION

The major democratic task of the Spanish revolution is the solu-
tion of the land gquestion. The fact that in almost six years, the
republic was unable to mere than scratch the surface of the
agrarian problem, is the clearest demonstration of the Marxist
claim that the democratic bourgeoisie is unable to solve the pro-
blems of the democratic revolution.

’gThe peasants have secured land only to the extent that they have
- been prepared to take matters into their own hands and seize it

outright. This was equally true under the more recent periﬁd]ofr‘f;faff
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the Peoples Front regime. after the peasunts seized the lands,
the government would either use the troops to oust them, or else
pass a law to the effect that the land is now theirs. buch legal
action was only the results of the direct mass uction of the
peasants themselves.,

The non-fulfillment of the agrarian demands un@er the Republicun-
Socialist coalition government of azana-Lurgo Caballero in the
1931--3% period, resulted in large sections of the disillusioned
peasantry switching theilr support to the Rightist parties or else
abstaining from participation in the elections of November 1953
thus giving the Rights an important election victory at that time.

The attitude of the peasantry in the present civil war is luargely
determined by whether or not they have secured or still huve hspes
" of securing lands under the republic. The peasants of Nuvarre who
owe nothing to the republic, support the Catholics und the Cur'istyg |
The peasants of Badajoz -Province who have fought for their lands
and in many cases won them under the Republie, even though this
struggle was opposed by the republicans, fought valiuntly und des-
‘perately against the invasion of Pranco'!s troops. The peuscntry
will not follow the democratic bourgeoisie which gives them noth-
ing. - If their support against fascism is to be relied upon,they
must be encouraged to seize the land now. The proleturiat is the
oniy force capable of taking the initiutive in the struggle for
"LaND TO:THE PEapalTbt. . Then, for the defense of their concuests,
no. sacrifice will be too great for them, and they will be the most
reliable allies of the revolutionary working class. -

BEQRIENTQELQB;WITHINATHE_LABOR MOVEMENT

Bach and every forward step of the bpanish revolution was made
through direct mass actions and struggle. Every case of hruack-
sliding was the result of capitulations and the subordina*ion of
the workers struggles to the bourgecisie. Thug, tie elestoral
victory of the Rights in November 1533 resulted from the cisil-
lusionment of the petty-bourgecis masses with o governmernt taat
could not fulaill its own democratic program. This made them
easy prey for the démagogy of the Rightist parties. Luater, the
general strike and armed uprising in .asturias in October léB&,
successfukly checked the further progress of Fascism. while de-
feated on the barricades, the ssturicn miners were politicolly
~victoricus. Their struggle laid the basis for a number of re-
orientations within the labor movement. It developed the spirit
of independent struggle expressed in numerous militurt strikes;
it laid the basis for the Leftist electorsal victory of Fel.1956;
it was a precondition for the creation of the workers Militius
which are today doing such effective work in the armed struggle
against the counter-revolution.

The victqry'gf Fascism in Germany has also had a decisive influ-
ence on Spanish events. Firstly: it showed thedanger of divi-
ded working class in the face of Fascism. The calls of the’ Left
.<Qpp051tlon to form a united front in Germanyk were luter tuken
Up by other forces in other countries on the basis of the German
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lessons. But in the application of the united front a number of
‘serious distortions have been made. The Workers wlliance in .
Asturias was a correct proletariun united front and pluyed 2 _high-
ly revolutionary role, but the concepts of two party pacts with-
out freedom of criticism, organic unity under the slogun of a
single working class party, and the People!'s Front, which is not

a working class united front ar all but merely a means of tying
the proletariat to the policies of the liberal bourgeoisie, are
all detrimental and especiadlly dangerous in & revolutionary perial

-

v
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THE SOQLALTST P aRTY

The Spanish Scocialist Labor Party - ovection of the Second Inter-
national -~ has gone through a series of ideplogical and orgunizas
tional changes since it was ousted from the vocialist Republicun
Coalition Government by the Rightist electoral victory of Nov.l933.
Francisco Largo Caballero, ex-Minister of Laber with a not-to-be
envied record for breaking strikes, soon became the leader of the
Left Wing within the bocialist Party, decluring for the armed in-
surrection and proletarian dictatorship. The overwhelming major-
ity of the Socialist Youth and a considerable section ef” the :
party rallied to this Left Faction. Indalecio Prieto and the
Right Wing continued to support a policy of reformism.

At the outset, the Socialist Youth called for a break with the
Second International and was moving definitely in the direction
of the Fourth. The new orientation of the internationdl
Trotskylst organization and the change in policy of the wtulin-
ists who commenced to talk united front and unity with those who
but the day previous they had culled social-fascists seriously
influenced and in a negative sense, the leftward develcpment of
the Sccialist Left. Instead of continuing on the logicol course

 of leftward development, corresponding to the rising revolution-

- ary wave, the Socialist Left, in the post-October period fell

. prey to the illusions of orgunic unity and drew closer to the
Stalinist International. Teduy, following the fusions between

~the two youth organizations and the Cutaloniwy fusion, the Loc-

- ialist Left and the Communist Party are on the verge of fusion.
Such a step could only be accomplished as in the case of the .
youth - on the basis ¢f adherence to the Third Internatlondd und
acceptance in the main of the btalinist line of betrayal in opain.

Many honest revolutionary workers, unable to stomach the incon-~
sistencies of Largo Caballero on the one hund, und those of uotalin-
ism on the other, are connected today with the Right wing of the
Socialist Party. They are grouped around Gonzualez Pena who was
prominent in the leadership of the asturias uprising and claim

that on the basis of past actions (0ct.1954) they are as revolu-
tionary or more so than is the faction of Large Cuballero. How-
ever the Prieto-Pena group is at present fied to the bourgeois
politicians to a degree not exceeded by that of the Left wing and
the Stalinists. ,

‘The Socialist Party influences the policies off the Generdl
Workers Union {(U.G.T.) which has one million or more members

‘throughout Spain. Largo Caballero is Goneral peey. of the DGl
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THE COMMONIST P aRTY

Due precisely to the reVOlutionary‘situation ixtstiﬁg iﬁ o%uin,

? 1 iy ation with the bourgeois liberals stands outf

%a @?ih;2§§r3$r§?%§?§ogf§rity. The btalin%sts, during t@e whole

' period preeeding'the_%?esent civil war, called duily in thciry
press for the unconditional support of the Governm?nt of azana~
Casares Quiroga, branding as provocateurs and fgsclst agents all
those who favored the intensification of the dulig gluss str%ggle.

1caslons g ion of the Government wou ¢ respect-

Qegasionaily “ie At ben 1811164 point in the election rogTam
of the Peoples Front, ¥Mundo Obrero*, the stalinist organ became
quite adept at the art of slapping the wrists of their bour-
geois allies of the Peoples Front.

e It is but natural that in this revelutionury period, the toiling
- masses of Spain should look with hope und admirgtionNtDWurds tuae
. Soviet Union, hoping to find their inspiration Iror thelr own
struggles. On the prestige of the Russiun October and the right
swing after the Germun debacle, the Communist Party of c¢puin has
increased its membership many times over. L arge se€tions of
Left tocialist workers, realizing the direction in which thelr
.leaders are moving, have drawm the logical conclusion and switch-
ed their sllegiance Yo the Communist Party.

In Catalonia, the local opocialist Party district, fused glth the

Tocal Stalinist organization a few weeks ago. The Cut.l.an Prole-~
' taprian Party and the sociulist Union of Catulonia ulso joined in
I at this fuslon to create the Unified voclalist Party of Catulonia
"~ The whole basls of the new org:nization rests on the policy of
the Peoples Front, a close collaboration with the Bsquerra, left
bourgecls nationalist movement. actunlly, 'if not form:ally, 1t
adheres to the Stolinist intermational.. .

il
THE 4l sRCHO- SYNDICubISTS

The #Anarcho-Syndicalist movement has a membership of over half a
million, organized in the unions of the National Confederation
of Labor (8.N.T.}) The political gulding force within this move-
'ment is the Iberian .narchist Federation (F.I), Both of these
organizations include Portugal.

During the.whole period of the revolution the wurcho-syndic.lists
have occupied a position decidedly to the left of the .ccl.list
Party and they are today far to the left of the v ocl-dist wnd
Stalinist parties, both of which support the republicun regime
whic@‘duripg the period from Feb. to July 1938, curried mn&u poli-
»cy~oi,cont1nual persecution aguinst the syndiculist unions.

T

g#“wantil very Fécently, the géncral line of the unarcho-syndiculists
: - had gany‘po;nts of similarity with that of the wtilinists during
~the "Third Period“. Three distinct 'putsches® were stuged by the
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anarchists between 1931 and Jan. 1904, They refused to partieci-
pate in any united front movement. The concept of the ‘united
front from below” was expressed as the 'united front in the
streets¥, and "under our banner+. In the Oct. 1984 uprising,this
resulted in the non-participation of the anarcho~syndiculists ex~ -
cepbing in the Province of asturias, where due to the pro-united
attitude of the local people, the G.N.T. was affillated to the
Workers Alliance. Ffollowing the asturias uprising, great ferment
developed within the ranks of the G.N.T. which culminated in the
National Congress held in Zaragoza last May. While the old phrase-
ology was retained, and the apolitieal principles of libertarian
anarchism were repeated, a number of steps were taken in the dir. -
ection of a more realistic¢ approach to the current problems of the
revolution. 4 resolution in favor of the workers .lliunce was
~adopted with an attempt to give said alliunces an spolitical clouk.

An opposition faction which had split from the C.N,T. several
years ago re-entered the Confederation on the basis of the new line
on the united front and basic agreement on the main orientation of
the Congress in the sense that an immediute sociul revolution was
on the order of the day. R . ~
The workers of the C.N.T. are today in the forefront of the strug-
gle against armed reaction where they fight side by side with '
their class brothers of other fendencies. - slthough their orien-
tation is not feor the perpetuution of the.bourgeois state under

a liberal Peoplex Front regime their non Marxion program prevents
them from carrying the revolution to a successful. conclusion.

o VIII |
THE WORKERS PARTY OF MaRXLST UNIFICATTON (POUM)

The POUM was formed about one year ago as the result of the fusion
of the Communist Left (Trotskyist) and the Workers and Peasants
Bloc (Maurin group). It is the largest working class political
arty in Catalonlid with a lesser membership nationally. The mem-
ers%ip may be estlmated at about 10,000 and about six times that
many as sympathizers., It published newspapérs in Spanish and
Catalan as well as a theoretical magazine. It is affiliated to
the centrist Bureau for Revolutionary vocialist Dpity (IaG).

On the general theoretical problems of the revolution, the appli-
cation of the theory of the permanent revolution to Upain,etc.,

the points of view of the POUM are in the main correct and Marxd st
But it is not yet -a Marxist party. Wwhile attacking the Peoples -

Front theoretically, it joined with the Peoples Front in the
eloction bloc of last February, and has since then played a tail~
endist role with regard to other parties. Its own independent
activity has for a number of months been conditioned by whutever
the other parties ure doing. In its programatic documents, the
POUM will severely criticise both the C.P. and the u.P. decluring
both to be bankrupt and utterly hopeless. This statement will be
- followed by the conclusion that "after a1l unity -is essential™ and
- the saggestion that the other purties designate representatives to
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a contact commission in which the POUM will also participute for
the discussion of the possible political busis for “Revolutionary -
Marxist unification®. The best of theereblcal analyses are value-
less if such an attitide of nonm-confidence in itself us the
revolytionary venguard is adopted in action. The POUM hus on a
number of occasions shown itself to be impotent to {ead in the
struggle for Marxist clarification and leadership of the working
class precisely because of this organic unity line. FPriceless
weeks and opportunities that might have been utilized in the build-
ing of a revolutionary party were thus frittered awuy.

1L
WONITY ¥ CONFUSIONI S

In September 1984, the wtulinist Purty which had opposed the
Workers alliance as a fascist plot to keep the masses uway from
the C.P., suddenly reversed its policy und joined the workers
dlliance movement. VWithin two ‘months the Stulinists were cluim-
ing internationally that it was they who hudd forged this instru-
ment of united front action, when in truth the original rounders
of the Workers alliunce had been the Communist Left, the Muurin
group and the byndicalist Libertariun Federution.

In the period following Oct. 1934, a tremendous generul sentiment
for unity swept over the bpanish musses. It permeuted even the
most sectarian forces, was presented in a vuriety of distortions,
and in general ran right up the alley of the vtulinists .nd the
bourgeois liberals. The Workers slliunce had been estublished

as a united front of working class purties und trude unions to

the exclusion of the bourgeois and petty bourgeois forces. The
Stalinists soon introduced the Peoples Front ugituting for the ex-
tension of the united front to include all so-culled progressive
forces lrrespective of class. This was in reality u negution of
the proletarian united front, for while the Workers alliunces
were based on inter-party agreements for joint struggle against
fascism and for the overthrow of capitalism, the Peoples Front wus
built on the agreement of capitalist and working cluss parties, to
preserve capitallst democracy and to patch up the cupitulist sys-
tem. In the very recent period the soeialist Purty, wsocialist
&outh and the C.N.T. have 4ll declared their support of the work-
ers Alliances, but none of these organizations have the correct
concept of what the role of the «lliances should be. Huving
elther opposed the Workers alliunces or else sabotaged their form-
ation for a considerable period, and having only declured in favor
of them under pressure from their own followers, they now distort
the 1dea of the Workers alliance filling it with their own inter-
pretations. Thus the uvtalinists favor Workers alliances which
can serve as an extenslon of the Peoples Front. The C.P. has de-
clared agailnst Soviets for spain which meuns thut they do not
seriously wont to build the Workers alliunces to the point where
ghsgil9a2 play the roéef%hat the siviets did in Russia. The Lelt
oclalists express a different concept of a W - 114 smees in .
each and every article that they pubgisg. t%% gggk;gingl%ézgﬁggliﬂ
declare that the Workers «lliances will be the orcuns of prole-
tarian dictatorship, then Largo Cuballero will declure that the
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prqleparlan dictatorship in Spain must be exercised by the social-
1st.Party and by no one else, and finally they will m:ke a state-
ment of agreement with the stalinist line, to the effect thot the
Peoples Front must be strenghtened and that under the Peoples
Front the democratic revolution will be achieved.

T%e Q.N.T.‘has long been divided on this question and even today,
after the Zaragoza Congress, a maxium of confusion reigns in their
raakg on the quastion. The organization is now on record for a
R%voLﬂ?lOﬁ?Py “Workers alliance of the unions, for the overthrow
of capltalism. oSome of the C.N.T. forces are opposed to any pact
w1t the political parties until the parties renounce their pur-
pose of Yselzing power® while the anarchist and syndicalist forces
are out to !destroy power'.

But on the other aspects of the *unity« fever, the POUM has had,
£s we have p01n§ed out previously,an extremely erroneous position.
1ts errors are in the field of building the vanguard purty.

On the political field as well as on the field of the united front,
mucy conrusion has been caused in the name of unity. Parties and .
groups of the most divergent origin and : aracte:;

have fused on hodge-podge makesh%ft ﬁﬁligfgﬁfoﬁiﬁE?ﬁﬁs?hdﬁscghgé*:é
‘have been dealt with separutely elsewhere, we shall only enumerate:
thesé fusions at this point. o T

1. Fusion of the Communist Left and the Workers and
Peasants Bloc creating the Workers Party of Marxist Unification,
afriliated to the I.a.G.

8. Fusion of the Young Communist Federation and the
Soociclist Youth into the United vocialist Youth League, with
fratornal adherence to the Young Communist International and
pledged to the creagion of a broad United Youth League to include
liverals and Catholics or as it is officially stated "all non-
fascist youth orgmizationsh.

%. fasion of the Communist Purty of Catalonia, Catalan
Federation of the bpanish vocialist Purty, Catalan Proleturiun
Party and Sociullst Union of Catalonia into the Onified socialist
of Catalonia, adhering in principle to the Communist International.

4. . Unity negotiations now under way between the ovocialist
Left which has not yet split from the official &.P., and the Com-
- munist Party. ' , ‘

5. On the Trude Union Field, the 8tulinist unions entered
the U.G.T.; the opposition unions which had split from the CNT,
reontercd that Federation at its Zarugoza Congress, and the Labor
Federatior of Trade Union Unity wus creuted in Catalonia through
the fusion of several small federations, with a membership of
ahout 80,000 and under the influence of the POUM. The obgect of

migs labter is to serve as the beginning of a nationwide movement
for trade union unity through which it is hoped to unite the UGT
and the CNT into a single nation federution of labor.

Threughout the whole blind striving towurds unity by the upunish
‘working class the Leninist concept of the revolutionary vunguurd
piarty is being lost. Every so-called 'Marxisth organiz.ation
‘agitates for a ‘united Marxist purty* at 4 time when the crying
necd - of the movment is for clarity rather than unity in the
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abstract. Onity with whom and for what? This is the question
which must be correctly answered by the POUM before it can hope
to successfully fulfill the vanguard’role.

THE aRMY

The traditionally reactlionury character of the.ﬁpanish army was
net changed during the six years of the republic. Most of the

of ficers, were drawn from the 1.nded aristocracy and served under
the old monarchy. It is only nuatural that the urmy officers of

the Peoples Front government, who were allowed to plot against the.
republic undisturbed by the bourgeois democruts, have now become
the spearhead of the counter-revolution.

The brunt of the present armed struggle against reuction is now
being borne by the civilian militias or workers and pwasants.The
general leadership of these forces and the responsibility for
major political decisions is in the hands of the Peoples Front
government and its representatives. vLoyal " officers of the army
and Civil Cuards decide the milltary strategy of the struggle
against the rebellion, and are thus in an advantageous position
to openly betray the workers at wny tine.

The proletariat as the only force that can lead the struggle Vo
against fascism to complete victory must secure exclusive control
over its own armed forces. The steps tiken in this direction by
the workers of Catalonia must be applied throughout $pain and so
organized &s to guarantee the fullest participation of the toiling
masses in the designation of the officers of their militia.

Those sections of the official urmed forces which are now fighting
side by side with the workers against.the reactionaries, must be
reorganized along democratic lines with the election of officers
from their ranks. This will insure against an eleventh hour be-
trayal by the 'Yrepublican® officers.

Unless the Working class takes immediate steps to free its armed
forces from the Peoples Front jurisdiction which means thelr con-
trol by the "loyal' army officers, and insteud organize workers
soldiers and peusants soviets which control the armed forces, the
working class will be unable to take the offensive daguainst the
counter-rcevolution. L ' ‘

These two moves -- for the workers control of their otm militias
and the democratization of the army -- would be steps towards the
ecreation of a Red Army in Spain. This would be the most powerful
instrument of the proletariat for the crushing of reaction, for
the struggle against the inevitable imperiuslist intervention, for
the insurrection against capitalism und for the revolutionury war
of the Spanish proletariat in support of the french workers to-
morrow. X

CLéSs STRUGGLE VS. CLass COLLABORATION

At every crucial point im the opanish revolution, it has been
the independent,direct,mass action of the praleturiat which has
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made revolutionary progress necessary. This faet has at times bee
hidden by surface camouflage. It isya common error to assert thafn
the monarchy was voted out of existence by an orderly election. In
reality it was a series of general strikes and mass actions in the
streets which shattered the whole monarchistic structure before the
elections took place. It was similar in the case of the February
elLections of 1936 where the basis for the electorual victory was
createq by the armed struggles in the Oct. 1934 uprising. The whole
wave of strikes following the February elections and ehich the Stal-
inists and socialists so ineffectively tried to stem, prepared the
basis for a new revolutionary advance by the proletariat. The in-
apllity of the working class parties to tuke udvuntage of this
situation was a contributing factor in the prepuration of the coun-
ter-revolutionary uprising.

The Peoples front is the orgunized GX£ression of the forces of class
collaboration. Its role is to curb the independent struggles of the
masses t¥ing the proletariat to the bourgeoisie. By strangling the
Workers Alliances and hindering the independent struggles of the
workers, the Peoples Front betrays the very democratic struggles
that it is supposed to conduct; it paves the way for reaction and

fascism by stifling the only forces capable of effectively smashing
the fascist danger. _

el
During the whole period following the Feb. clections, the government
of Azana-Casares Quiroga freely and consistently used the armed
forces of the state against workers und peasants demonstrations and
strikes, while the reactionary forces were ullowed to continue their
preparations for the counter-revolution under the very noses of, und
even inside of the very orguns of the government itself. The Peoples
Front filled the jails with strike leaders, it outlawed the CNT,
closed workers halls, maintained the most rigld press censorship.But
in spite of the Peoples Front and the traltors in the lecudershlp of
the C.P. and the S.P., the proletariut continued to struggle.General
strizes in whole cities, provinces, industries became daily occurrene
ces. Because of the lack of a genuine Murxist puarty cupuble of dir-
ecting this struggle, the CNT was able in the mujority of cases to
assume the leadership of this movement, thereby guining tremendously
in influence, numbers and prestige at the expense of its rivals in
both the political und trade union fields. In muny cases,of course,
the locol strikes were led by the forces of the C.P. and w.P.whose
subsidiary organizations fre uently get ocut of hund and *allow them~
selves toc be provoked® intoe conducting revolutionary struggles. ‘

X1
THE PERMNENT REVOLUTION i #PPLIED TO ob oIN

The menace of fascism in &pain cannot be eliminated except through

the setting up of a proletarian dictatorship, Histerically only
soviet power can defeat fascism. It may be possible to check the
reactionary advance for a period as was done in Oct. 1964. But
unless the preletariat;follcws up its partiul victory by aggressive
action aimed at the selzure of power, the udvantage guined by these
 strategic victories will be short lived. _

Fascism comes tc power as the result of the proletariuat not having
played its historie role and, selzing power when the objective con-
ditions were favorable. The question is posed categorically -- =
Fasclsm or Proletarian revolution. There can be no middle road.
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The Marxist theory of the permanent revelution finds its clearest
liviag Gemonstration in the wpanish revolution. opain is toduay a
semi-colonial country subordinated to the financlul ond econcmic
demination of French and British imperi:lism. Wwithin the countey
the Basque and Catulan bourgeoisie carry on o nationual struzgle
against the big lendlords and feudul elements dominent in tie rest
of Spain, a struggle which they continu.lly betray and whiech in the
final analysiss cun only be victorious under the leadership of the
prcletariac.

e

Spain and portugal are the only countries in western Europe that
have nut yet completed their democratic revolution. The overthrow
ol the monarchy in 19351 marked the beginning of what should be,
historically the beginuing of the finul revelutionury struggle in
vpain. Ffor in our epoch, no scruggle agalnst the feudal remnunts
in a bhackward sami-colonial country can be successful unless it dis
carried over into a zeneral struggle against the imperialisk mas-
ters and the frevolubticnary+ nationul bourgecisie itself.

Applied. to Spaln, this means that the democratic revolution com-
menced- by the Republican and Labor forces in 1930-31, cannotpossib-
ly be compieted in itself. The democratic revolution in wpiin 4g
Bot a seserate hourgeols democrutic revolution s the st iinists

and tociulists contond. In cccordancw with todays anplicatian '’
of the Marxist theory of the permanent revolution, the present )
struggles irn Spain mnust be recognizod as the democravic phase of
the sociziist revelution., Even the democceatic tasks of the obpanish
revolution are insoluble under capitalism as has been demonstrated

by the experience of the last six years.

AL
POLITICaL BaSIs OF THE PRESENT REBELLION.

43 nos been pointed ouvt the present revolt wus orginized under the
very nose of the Peoples Front government, ¢nd with the connlvunce
of many sgovernmeut officluls., Hegemony in the revolt is held by
the wiXitary chieftains who have their own ax to grind. i« definite
caste in oyenish soclety for years, they reulize that wny trend to-
wards sociallsm or even bourgeois democracy is the death knell of
thelir agze-oid prerogatives. ‘

Althecugh soms of the forces hesitated ut first, it is now clear
that 2ll of the go>-c¢alled Rights are supporting the uprising. 4
very hetercogenecus Jevaes, the rebollious wevemint contists ¢f the
Catholie, Fasciot, Monaronict and Right deporlicen partizs wad ten-
dencies, These reprasant the JTeudal Intercsts of aceility, charch
and landholders, as well ag certain reacilenary sechicnsg of the
bourgeoisie, supported by certaln elements of the penswant»y woo
having bach defrazded of thelr hopes for agrariun reform by two
~literal republican goevernnments hoave listenéd to the dewmascgy of the
Right., The counter~revolutlonury stpunish forces are under the di-
recc hegemony of the Italiun and German Fuscists who were the driv-
ing force in organising the rebellion. In the event of u victnry
of the rebels, the arwy officers wouid attempt te establish a mili~
tary dictatorship. In this they would soon run afoul of the fas-
cists and other non-military elements giving rise to a new civil
strife. o S : o
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FOR THE PROLETRIN_REVOLUTION

The cruslhing of the present reactionary uprising is the most urgent
task fucing the revolutionist throughout the worlid and the vpani sh
proletariat today, - but this cunnot be considered as uan object in
itself. Unless a more fundumental steuggle aguinst the whole
capiltulist-feudal cconomic structure is developed, unless the work-
ing class fights independly aguinst redction wnd the Peoples Front
regime itself, no victory is possible uguinst the counter-revolution. .
The only way out of the present chaos for the op:unish workers, the
only way to defeat the counter-revolution is through the proleturiat
revelutien and its democratic phuse under the leadership of the
sranish proletariat.

SP ANT bH WORKERG MUST oMasH COUNTER-REVOLUTION sND SELZE oToTE
POWER.

THE WORKING CLASS MUST CONTROL ITs OWN- ARMED FORCES.
STALINISTS #ND SOCIALISTS BLOCK ROD TO PROLETART 4N REVOLOTION.
O SUPPORT TO AZaNa % ORGaNIZE WORKERo iOLDIERL PEabaNTs )
OVIETS <.
NATIONALIZE INDUSTRY aND BaNKs ¥'WORKEHS CONTROL OF PRODUCTION

LAND TO THE PE4SANTS v,EXPROPRIaIE THE CHURCH

TLE RIGHT OF SFLF DETERMINATION.- FOR THE UNION OF IBERTAN SOVIFT
FOR MOROCCO,CaTALONIA, THE REPUBLICS

RASQUES

ORGANIZE A REVOLUTIONARY - EST-BLISH THE DICTATORSHIP OF
MAaRXTI AN PARTY THE PROLETART 4T

EXTEND THE OCTOBER REVOLUTION TO &P aIN
FOUND THE COMMUNIST FOURTH INTERNATION Al

INTRODUCTO aRTICLE
Building the Party in a period oc Civil #ar

G g i s, P Y At Nt St i o ot

No d for 11di a part n Civil war.

If a revolutionary Marxian party is not organized in a country before
the revolutionary situation develops and a period of civid war opens
up, the guestion which must be answered is, - will it be possible to
accomplish this task within the period of Civil War? If the answer
is no, then the revolution is doomed because no revolutionary situa-
tion can bhe transformed into a successful revolution without a
Revolutionary Marxian party that has influence among the broad layers
of the masses. Today there is no precedent for the creation of a
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party in the period of Civil war, Just like yesterday, there wdas no
precedent for the selzure of power by the masses undér the leader-
ship of the Bolshevik Party. in a packward country.,K Therefore, we
must present t%e theoreticgl outl?%e of gh%s ?mpgrtan% quest%én.
gev%lutionary defeats and disintegration leaves proleturiat without
Eartlies. 5

The vears of revolutionary defeats under stalinist-uvoelalist leader-
ship and the disintegration following the German debucle with the
right shift of the different forms of ligquidation under the wtulin-
ist-8Bociallist and Trotskyites has left the proletariut without an
intermational and without Revolutionary Marxian Purties. womall and
scattered Marxian groups, isolated from the masses e&ist here and
there. '

This startling contradiction, after decades of revolutionary uctivi-
ty under the banner of Marxism exists upon a background of un ob-
C jective ripe situation for social revolutions. The period of wars
and revelutions as the outgrowth of the present decuy stuge of
capitalism is most favorable for the creation of revolutionary
parties.. | » L

’ The role of the puarty

» Without a revolutionary Marxian garty there cun be no successful
revolution. Revolutionary situations may develop time «nd aguin,
but it will not be possible to transform these revoluticnury situa-
tions infto, suecessful revolutions without a revolutionury Marxlun
party. -
' y‘ The cadre party with mass influence
The question of organizing a cadre party (a revolutionary Marxian
party? with mass influence, which is not a muss puarty ?a party that.
- opens lts doors to the masses and does not assimulate them) is the
burniug %ueﬁtian of the moment for revolutionists everywhere. duch
above all demands as 1ts AXIS the political and organizational in-
dependence of the reveoluticnary Marxian ORGaNIZaTION. Wwithout
this principle basis the orgarization of a party, no mutter how
long a time is at the disposal of w group, & revolutionary Marxian
party capable of leading the masses to victory will not be organ-
ized. The Marxion orgarization, no matter how smull, must always
keep within the gulding framework of its objective - Btate Power.
Such an organizaticn must at each given step coordinate sultabkle
forms of thecry and practice. To speak of theory today and practice
tomorrow will only lead to sectarian isolation or un opportunist
road to the massés once the group abtempts to break out of its 1lso-
lation. As a small organization it must of necessity be a propa-
ganda group with a MaSbS LINE, and whlch participates in the class
struggle to the degree of its ability at the same time it presents
a Marxian anglysis of the major and decisive questions which con-
front not only the class but society as a whole it will not succeed.

~ On such a basis the small isolated grgunizat 11 be uble. to win .
%he;muSSQS te its line and %O trans%o%m %tge %nin.o.a cudre purty = °

 with mass influence. 3 |
' . The will to a party is the will to power

To argue'thaﬁ~afﬁarxiah'party cunnot be organized in a period of
Civil War and therefore the revolution is doomed to defeut is to
give up the proletariat, 1s to have no faith in the class und its
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sgg;fwg;oup of‘Mdrglsts, is a line of defeat and capitulation, no
@dtggi qujact¢ye is the participation in the struggle. Ws answer
in oo aftirmetive. We say it 1s not an easy task. We stable that
13y P00 ey e ot ey e . et .
Lrie ngnogngﬂéatyQE the few Marxists and that wmore failures than
b%CEfjvfg u¥uir'unese conditions are sure to follow. DRButy we wre
%UFlLlwht‘tﬂab it is not only theoretically nor excluded, that 1%
;E ?%“LgﬁﬁZTEhFPrOtic“;l? passible, but that with the will to power
1t 13 PRACTTCALLY possible for a small Marxiam organization to
ggmmqugug 2 Marxian Party caﬁgble of leading the masses to power,
of rolding power and of establishing the dictatorship of the pro-
letariat. ‘

The organization of u party

A@ovavall 4 party must be organiged before the revolutionary situa-
tion develops. It is criminal to walt, to say the conditions are
not favorable and Lo say we will wait until more favorable con-
titiong develop. With a party organized BEFORE the CIVIL WAR
victory is ACSURED, but with a party to be organized during the
civil war, victory is not impossible but is not assured.

To eay that a partly CANNOT be organized in a period of civil war
{rot that it is an extremely difficult and major task) is to con-
fuse the TIME element with the DYNAMICS of revolutionary pericds.
Parsies can be organized in periods of %eivil peace® under a dem-
ocrany, or under a rsactlonary dictatorship with the most adverse
ilieﬁai conditions -- and a party can be organized in a period of
Civel Var. Parties can be organized in period of revelutionary
upevivgs and in periods of revolutionary defeats. Certain ccn-
diti.nt ape far more favorable than other conditions, but to select
one stage or period of the class struggle and to say that under
this stoge no party can be bullt is to lgnore 4he fundamentals of
{re ~inss scclety and the theory of Marxism.

The will to a new party

SHAVE TEE WILL TO BUILD A NEW PARTY allD alL THE OPPRESSED WILL

COME 70 YOU.Y This is what Leain said in the april period, when

he avrived in Russia from Furope, when he found the partjytg posi-
tion falsu, when it was clearly revealed that the line of the party
weull Lead to defeat, when Lenin realized that if his line was not
adonted he would have to spkit the party. Lenin threatenad tc to
to tne masses if the Marxian line was not adopted. THIS Was IN 4
PERIOD OF CIVIL WaR. Lenin realized and understood the dyriamicgof
the revolution. .

The time to build a party is aLL THE TIME, in period of "civil
peacct, demcecratic or Fascist, legal or illegal, and Civil War. IF

a paviy 1s not organized BEFORE CIVIL WaR, THEN IT MUST BE ORGaANIZED
NURTSE CIVIL WAR. Insofar as the party is concerned there 1s no

such word as ean't, in organizing it, once we have a Marxian grouyp
with a revclutionary Marxian line. «

Nors ranid progress in building and in steeling the party can be
maie in the period of c¢ivil war than in _any other period., Those
who cerry on the class struggle in periods of feivil gpeace® and in
this neriod build the party, and even if they carry on the clase
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struggle in Civil War and say.thé party cannot be orga@izedé are in
reality not carrying on the class struggle and revolution. To leave
out the question of the party, or to sval its fate 1n advance in
the period of Civil War is capitulation, is revisiondism.

ile_have the will to o party but we are 'defcabed™

As stated before we may have the will to a party but in the Civil
War, the objective ccnditions may be such that the proleturliat are
defeated and the party is nct organized, or the party is not organ-
ized and the proletariat is deicated. But such a defcat is the kind
of a "defcvat! that Lenin's party had in 180u. While all other
parties had a negative defeat and politic:lly further disintegrated
and laid the jromise in 1205 for their 1817 mistakes, the Bolsheviks
under Lenin's leadershi; used 1905 as a ste.ping stone for 1917.

As long as capitalism exists, the class struggle will continue and
soaner or later it will break out into Civil War. The WILL to a
party in the first defeated Civil war is the absclute necessary pre-~
requisite for the building of the party in the reactionary period
follewing and in the Clvil War when 1t comes once more.

Such a cordition is true nct only within a country where the general
trend throughout the world is on the revolutionary upsurge, or under
‘a condibion where the general trend is world wide defegats and dis-
integraticn. It will De far more difficult is the period of dis-
integration but not impossible.

A faovorable situation and the garty

A favorable situation, such as we hove had many times and as we have
now in Yyains a situation where the majority of the conditions are
faverable for a successful revelution - wxcont there is no revolu-
tionory Merxian Party. Such a condition, if a party is not orgoan-
ized wmeans failure, even though power may be scized momentarily, it
cannct be held or extended. DBut to stretch this and to add that be-
cause there 18 no party ne party cun be organized is false to the
core, This favoraple situation 1s the. buasis for the rajpid organ-
ization of a party by a smalli revolutionary Marxian organization.
One day of civil war is worth a thousand days of struggle under
CMeivil peaceM. In such a period, a smail group with a correct line,
with a will to power and with correct slogans can moce the masses
‘and storm the heights of capltalism and corganize a party.

Victory is needed to_start process or Revcluticnary upsurge

He one will demy that in pericds of revelutionary upsurge it is far
wmore favorable for the seizure of power than in Lericds of defeats
and disintegration. But to conclude that it is not possible to.
organize and creatbe parties uns selze power in the present period in
those crunteices wherce revelutionary sitvations mature (Spain, next

- Frarice, etc.) is to say that it is IMPOSSIBLE to ever overthrow
capitalism or take power. The need of the hour, to transform the
period of disgintegration intc a periosd of upsurge, to revitalize the
moment on a world .scale, is precisely the transformaticn or a rev
nlutionary situation inte s successful revolution.
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IThe revolution 1s the vehicle for the small orgarization to organize
a powerful party.

Scviets are the instruments cf the class under party guidance for 4
the struggle for power. Soviets can and will s,ring vy as class
@mstguments without a party leading and guiding; when the Marx-

ian roerces are swall oand scattered. OFf course it is far better if

- the Marxists can take the relns gt the very beginning. But as & |
minority In these bodies. o correct iine will transform the minor-
ity into the majority in the period of CIVIL WaR.

A world uarty

The question of crganizing a party in the period of eivil war must
not vnly be ¢considered in relaticn to the dynamics of  the revolus
tion {ahd nct } but alse in relation o world cajitalism and

to a Marxien corcept of a party -~ that it rmust at all times be an
interuational organization. Again international or itself does not
merely mean havang furces in every, or wmany countries. It means
internativnal in the political sense primarily, however, the great-
er number of organizoaticns it has in a number of countries the more
favorable for successiul revoivtiosns. s
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The Marxists today cunfront a<most difficult situation. No parties,
no irternatisnal. But we have far wmere thecretical and practical
expericnce to draw Jron chan ony Marxian grouy in the past.Marxists
to&ay stand on the shculders of the whole experience of the past.

When we speak:of the creaticn of a Jarty in the perdicd of civil war
we gpear within the framowerk of this experience and ¢f a WORLD
PARTY. Lenin and his cansest co-woarkers were not in Russia when the
revalution broke out. Fron the vulgar aationalist viewpolnt,Lenin,
Wild not urderstand Russial, 'was too long ian Burope® to be of
vatue o the revoluticon. . : ‘ '

To send capable revolutionlsts and cadres fron one country to an-
other tn assist small Marxian grougs, or if necessary to “import®
a Marxian grou,, is an essential element of revolution, 1f such is
lacking in the Civil War, within one country.

1

The irternationsl renercussions of Civil War

Above all, civil war in one country, which reaches the point where
the rule of the explolters is seriously challenged or momentarily
defeated, is a condition that cannot be confined to that country

in the i rescnt decay stage. '(he internaticnal comglicaticns around
the Spanish Civil War eonce agaln atcests to this fact. This is
imoctus Lo start strugsles in other countries, to extend the revo-
luticn. The permanent revolution carrics with it the dynamics for
the creation of reveluticnary Morxian parties in the most adverse
conditions. R '
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PREPARING FOR REVOLT

Letter to the Central Committee of the Russian Social-
Democrat Labour (Bolshevik) Party

Fnd of August 1917.

Maybe these lines will arrive too late, for events are develop=
ing at a re?lly giddy speed. However, I am taking the risk of

writing them, for I consider it bo be a duty.

The Kornilov rising is (at such a moment and in such a form) a
formidable and, one might say, a really unbelievable dramatic
stroke.

Like every sudden snd complete change in the political outlook

it demands a revision of our tactics. And as in every revision,

we must be more than careful, not to fail our principles.

To admit the point of view of those who advbcate national de-
- fense or even (like certain Bolsheviks) would go to the extent
of coalition with the Social-~Revolutionaries, in support of the

provisional Government, would be, I am deeply convinced, to
fall into the grossest error and at the same time to prove an
absolute lack of principle. We shall not become partisans of

national defense until after the seizure of power by the pro-
letariat, until after the offer of peace, un il after the se-

eret treaties have been cancelled and relations with the banks
“broken,._ Neither th aptur Riga he c: a.of Petro-
grad will makey%s parti a%seo%fna%%oﬁaﬁoge§egsg?ptgﬁfiﬁ the " °
norent of the seizure of power by the proletariat, we are for
the proletarian revolution, we are against the tidefensists.

Even now, we must not support the‘revolution of Kerensky. It

would be a failure of principle. How then, it will be said,
must Kornilov not be fought? Certainly, yes. But between

fighting Kornilov and supporting Kerensky there is a difference;
there is a 1limit to all things, and that 1imit is passed by a
few Bolsheviks when they fall for conciliation, and let them-
selves be carried away by the torrents of events.

We ﬁage'and‘shall continue to wage war on Kornilov, but we do

not support Kerensky; we unveil hits feebleness. There is a
difference. That difference is subtle enough, but most essen-

tial, and it must not be forgotten.

In what, then, does our chahge‘of tactics following on the
Kornilov rising consist?‘ :

e f
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In thist that we modify the form of our struggle against Kerensky.
Without diminishing the least bit in the world our hostility,
without withdrawing a single one of the words we have proncunced
against him, without renouncing our intention to beat him, u .
clare that consideration must be given to the circumstances of the
moment, that we shall not concern ourselves at the present with
overthrowing Kerensky, that we shall now conduct the struggle a-
gainst him in another way by emphasising to the people (and it is
the.people who are engaged in fighting Kornilov) the weakness and
vacillations of Kerensky. That we were already doing previously.
But now it is this which comes to the forefront of our plan of
campaign, and therein lies the change.

Another change: at this moment we place erually in the forefront
of our plan of campaign the reinforcing of our agitation for what
might be called %partial demands%: Arrest Miliukov, we say to
Kerensky; arm the Petrograd workers; bring the troops from Kron-
stadt, from Viberg and from Helsingfors to Petrograd; dissolve
the Duma;m arrest Rokzianko; legalize the handing over of the
big estates to the peasants; establish working-class control of
coreals and manufactured products, etc.e 4nd it is not only to
Kerensky that we should put these claims; 1t is not so much to
Kerensky as to the workers, soldiers and peasants who have been
carried away by the struggle against Kornilev. They must be
carried further, they must be encouraged to demand the arrest of
the generals and officers who side with Kornilovy; we must insist
hat they immediately claim the land for the peasants, and we
must suggest to them the necesslity of arresting Rodzianko and
Milivkov, of dissolving the Tumperial Duma, of c¢losing down the
Rech and other bourgeois newspapers and bringing them before the
courts. It is particularly the Left Social-Revolutionaries who
must be pushed in this direction.

It would be erroneous ta believe that we are turning away from

our principle objective: the conquest of power by the proletariat.
We have, on the contrary got considerably nearer to it, but in-~
directly, by a flanking movement. We must at the very same moment
agitate against Kerensky, but let the agitation be indirect rather
than direct by insisting on an active war against Kornilov. Only
the active developmeny of that war can lead us to power, but of
that we must speak as 1llttle as possible in -our agitation (we
keep 1t well in mind that even to-morrow events may compel us to
take power, and that then we shall not let it go). In my opinion,
these points should be communicated in a letter to our agitators,
to our propagandists! trailning groups and schools, and to the mem-
bers of the Party in general.. As the phrases about the defense
of the country, about the single revolutionary battle line of
revolutionary democracy, about support of the Provisional Govern-
ment, they must be mercilessly combated because they are nothing
but phrases. Now is the time for action: ' These phrases, gentle-
men of the Soelal-revolutionary and the Menshevik parties, have
already been too much depreciated by your use of them. (Kerensky
is afraid of the masses, he is afrald of the people) It is
precisely in the war against the Germans that action is now ne-
cessary: Necessary immediately and unreservedly to propose peace

.
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PEOPLES FRONT FAILED TO ACT WHIT X REACTIONARY ARMY LEDERS PREPARED
THE REVOLT. -

In Feb. 1936 the Peoples Front, which is the instrument of the
democratic bourgeois against the reactionary bourgecois and feudal
forcesto the first of which the sStalinist and Socialist parties
have subordinated the working class, gained an election Vvictory.
An objective analysis clearly indicated that while on the gsurface
this government aimed its blows against the reactionary elements,,
in reality the Peoples Front Government was an attempt of the ex-
ploiters to find the cheapest way out of the already matured social
crisis and to prevent the cestablishment of the Workers Government
based on Soviets. Against the right the reoples Front Government
delivered half measures, "while it did everything possible to control

the rising tide of the workers and peasants movements.

The Peoples Fromt Ministry composed of Left Republicans,  supported
by the Stalinists and Socialists, ecuntirig among it%s many anti-
working class crimes, took no serious steps to ocust the reactionary
aruy leaders from their posts:. yet they knew that these men were
avowed enemles of the Republic. ' ’ ’

From February to May'the.military‘leaders began to take things into
their own hands, and confusing the present rumbles of a social revo-
lution with the past palace revolutions, they started a rebellion

in the garrison of Alcala de Henares. This was supressed by the
Republic but no action was taken against the army leaders, except a
transfer here and there and the retiring of a few with big pensions,
to give them a free hand to plun their next revolt.

Some of these reactionary leaders were transferred to Northern
Africa. General Fronco, who leads the present counter-revolution
was sent to the Canary Islands. General Goded, another 1eading
counter-revolutionist, was sent to the Balaeric Islands. In these
places of rest, with full freedom and under no restriections the
counter-revolution was plotted.

After the May events, the Feoples Front Government fried to find a
hupdred officers loyal to the Republic and after an exhaustive
search, could only round up some sixty odd, half-baked Republicans.
Anyone in Spain who followed events knew that the Peoples Front
Government , during this whole period, was living under an armed
threat, a growing armed reactionary movement from the right. In-
stead of warning the class of this danger, the Stalinists and
Sccilalists spoke of the fvictories™ of the reoples Front Government.

The treacherous action of the Stalinists and Socialists in support-
ing the Peoyles Front Government, in lulling the class to sleep in -
the face of the pending counter-revolution which intends to estab-
lish a reactionary dictatorship, must be eqused and such leaders

driven out of the working class movement.

-
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Instead of heeding the warning of the May events, and the reaction-
ary developments in the leadepship of the Arny, the reoples Front
Government like all left bourgeois governments, did nothing about
it. Words but not deeds. : o o

Revolutionists can expect nothing else from left Republicans, from
Peoples Front Governnents, from social Democratic governments,

from Labor and Farmer-Labor Governaents; - but for the advanced
section of the workers to blindly follow the Stalinists and Soeilal~
ists into this trap, when history is full of warnings, and the ’
Spanish experience speaks loudest, is action of the worst kind
against:the_interest of the working class.

The Workers and Peasants, under these conditions, organize thel
Workers and Pcasants armed forces. They must organize Soviets

and instead of supporting the Left Republican government (Peoyi¢s
Front Gov't.) must do everything possible to expose its weak and
anti-working class measures in relation to the army leaders and 1ts
cther activity. B

Through a Revolutionary Party, the Warkers organizations and the de
developing Soviets in such revolutionary periods, the class must
establish its own check-up, its independent action, and to the
degree of 1ts growing strength, its own law. L
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to them on definits torms. If that is done, thers Will gither be
an oarly peace or else & rovol utionary war; if not all the Men~
shovike and Socidl-Rovcl utionaries will remain the lackeys bt
imperieal ism, '

~LENIN

The folloWing is a statement’in the ¥,Y. Times of Aug. 9th, b¥
Josus Hernandez, C.P. Deputy: |

tit ig absolutaly false that the prasent Workers?! movement
has for ite object the ostabl ighment of a proletarian dictator ship
after the revolution has terminated, We communists aro motivated
oxcl usively by the desire ©0 defend the democratic reopubliche

The N.Y. Times of Aug lst, quotes Dalorss Ibwruri,La Pagsionaria,
Spanish Cormunist Porty leader: ' '

. %we communists and Sceialists, the republics loydal forces, -
respect 1ife and property and religious order S Wo rospoct order,
peace -and denperacy™s | i
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