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Once again the Spcialist Party is facing the crucial guestion of
%ts own fate, how to stave off the disintegration eating out its vitale.
- The Party is torn with internal strife and faetionalism resulting from
‘“the inner contradictions of its various tendencies and the general
disintegration of the labor movement on an international scale.

. Since the “levelard donvention, the Sccialist Party has consis-
“fently moved to the right. The unprincipled bloc formed at the conven-
tion against the Tew York OLd Guard was torn asunder right after the
“monvention, particularly with the entry of the Trotskyites, who, in
fheir anxiety bto remain loyal and disoiplined members of the Socialist
 Party, attempted to pletue the blos in left phrases, as a step toward
"revolutionizing” the Party.

The Trotskyites, to justify the liquidation of their independent
- party, shouted 8t the top of their lungs that the SP is besoming Mar-
" ist, Behind this treacherous screen, the 3P stifled the remnanss of
- the leftward movement crented in the party by the German and Austrian
defeats,

The movement 6 the right can best be characterized by

-~ the reformist line of the election campaign, :

~-the opportunist alliunce with the Farmer-Dator Partles in Minneapom
1is and Wisconsin, . ’

- support of the People's Front government in Spain,

- support of Caballero and the Socialist Party in Spain,

~ wtilization 6f the Moscow.frials gfor an attack on the proletarian
dictatorship. . ‘

~ unequivoéal support of the CIO and Tewis in the aubo and stesl

- selloubsy , .
-~ & shameful and unprincipled bhoc with the Stalinists in the W A A,
~ @& policy of open class-collaboration in the trade union and un~

- employed fields. " o

- & poliecy of friendly collaboration with the remnants of the 014
Gudrd on the last donvention basis -~ "We want our 01d Guard",

w o= o b o
]

What are the main tendencies in the SP today? The ALTMAN group
is definitely orientated towards Stalinism and liguidation into the
 Tabor Party. The bloc with the OLD GUARD (HOAN; ebte) will no doubt be
. aonsummated at the next convéntion. Around this group are a greab
variety of refcmists and geolfists. With the HOAN ~ ALTMAN gombina-
tion in power, all vestiges and pretenses of left phrases will disappedr
and an open drive toward the right and the Labor Party will take place.
This line the Stalinists will support fully.

On the other hand, the TROTSKYITES represent a puraly negative

nti-Stalin tendency. They are a centrist force striving to unite other
entrist elements against Stalinism and for the reform of the SP. A%
esent, their main endeaver is to stave off expulsion through the org-
ization of a nabtional "left wing" bloc with the Zam - Tyler group.




ol o
They have given up every principle they once advocated. T%eyqifgh””i“
maintain a homogoneous party in the besom of the Sefond Inner%?ulﬁnﬁ
while claiming o stand for the creation of a "Fourith International",

The zaym - TYIRR outfit maintains a precarious ?OSltlom Egtgﬁenb N
those two foroes, sesking to hold the@ togather,_andlgo hP : “%v al-
anoe of power, Its roots are in the.ﬁl@man group. 9p905e31 ne
Peoples Front in words but supports it in action., The }ndepenienaf of
the Socialist Party is a principle question w1th‘them2$ggf - ttay’ure
Tor a Labor Partys. The 0ld - Guarg group and thé Pacifists play a
secondary role, in relation to these main groups.

On the side stands the IBADER, Norman Thomas. He represents no
distinet Thomas force. #As An iAdividual he symbolizes all the vaeillaw
tions and ocontradictions in the Party.
The Trotskyites find themselves at a disadvantage. Wit? Tfotsky in
Mexico under the heel of American Impsrialism, they need the 3P covar
more than ever, but his eoming to Amoerica has cgusedﬂfea? andqnlarp 1N
side the other groups in the SP., Whatever the othar Tactions do, thoy
loses A bloe of Altman and Zam against the Trotskryites will result in
their expulsion, If, however, the Trotskyites succoed in pulling in
. Znm-Tylér, they must first give up their nalready thretdbare eladm to

Marxism, Such & ecombination will foroe a split with the Altmin-Honn
outfit, and eventually lead them into the Iabor Party, possibly retnin-
ing the SP identity, The probability is that no sufficliently strong
linc~up will be consummated either way, and & dcfinito "solution" will
come only after the corfvention.

THL SOCIALIST PARTY CANNOT BE REFORMED, It can nainbain itsold
only as & left support for the bourgeoisie. Uven as such Lt is forned
to play a secondary role as long as the bourgeoisie ocan uso such ro-
Tormist types as the Farmer~Labor Parties and the Sowis-Dubingky
arowls Only when the workers are moving to the Lloft of theoweo will
the Hoan-Thomas variety of reformist be cilled in br the tcurmesisic,
And this s oxactly what the advoonbes of bho Labor Darty haeve in
mind to &scomplish, .

The only road to the new sogial ordor is the larxist rocad, the rowd
of the revolutionary overthrow of capitalism, For this tas: is nceded
& revolutionary Marxist varty, based on tha experiences of the susecgse
ful Russian Revolution and the lessons of the Spanisk ard world evonts,
and applying them to 4merican conditions, Thers is no otkher rond,
This party must he cradted, by direct participation in the elnss strogie
‘independent of and against the two bankrupt internationxls, the £nd & &rd
To help'in,this task is the duty of all class consoious WOrkers .

- MIMBERS OF THE SOCILALIST PARTY: No matter to whit fanbion you may
balong, your fight a ainst eapitalism and Tor o socialist sozloty o:un
be successful only if conducted in line with tho interesss npd naeds of
the working élass, The bresent convention wijl BLPo88 in slarins 1isht
the bankruptoy of the S.P., for this task, Thero is ne o ﬁn in %h@ -
S«Pa today that stands on this positions Sush a aroun st to built.
guild a left wing_group on the basis of a revolutfcnn%yfﬁ&rxist ncli;y,
reak with reformism and centrism. Join the Revolutionary Warkeiglaa@x.

FOR AN INDEPENDENT MARXIST PARTY TN THR UaSedo 1]
. - FOR THE COMMUNIST FOUZTH Inms: LATTONATI T

Rovolutionary Workers League 2159 1 Division St  Chicngos
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The attention of the whola world is focussed on the Moscow trisls rec-
ently held in the Soviet Union, With synical delight the bourgeois
press uses this ppportunity to abtzok the Soviet Union and discredit
the Proletarian Dictatorship. Workers watoh the Trisls with growing ine
~eredulity and fear. Where is the Soviet Union going and what is the
meaning of the Trials? - »
~ The execution of the 13 prisonexs in the Soviet Union, many of them
_ such leading figures in the Bolshevik movement for 25 years as Piatakov
- Seribriakov, etc, the sentencing of four others to- jail terms, include
ing Ragek and Sokolnigov; the execution of anether large group last “u=-
gust, including Lenin's co-worker, Sinoviev; thgq wholesale arrgst of
- thousands charged with "plotting", "thievery", 'sabotage" and "terror-
“ism"y disaffection in the Red ®#rmy ~ cannot be atbribubted to accidental
causes but have deep social implications. Even ware we to take thw
word of the Stalinist buroeracy that the 17 condemned men were plotting
kogether with German and Japaness imperialism, to overthrow the Workers'
State = we would come to the obvious conclusion that socialism is non-
existent in the Soviet Union, that Stalinism is moving toward an impend-
ing soclial cataclysm. L
‘How doeg it happen that in the séqona year after the 7th World Cohgress
of the Comintern, which declared "Socialism in the Soviet Union has bee:
- definitely #dnd irrevopadly established", we.find a growing resentment
-among the Russian workers and a sharpening of internal struggles? Un=
. doer capitalism, & low standard of living acoompanied by need and misedby,
drives the workers into opey comnflict with their exploiters; but we
-ghould expect that the much vaunted "classless society" proslaimed unw
der Stalinism would have eliminsted these antagonisms, The fact that
the internal antagonisms are sharper indicates that the class struggle
is sharpening instead of abating in the Soviet Union.

A1) Guilty

RadeX, Piatokov, Sokolnikov and others. in the Kremlin dock are hot un=
¥nown figures in the history of the Russian movement: Thelr oppo&tiion
to Stalin in the PAST is known to the whole world. So too ie their abe
Jeot submission and capitulation to his policies, &s part of the Stalipe
ist clique they have carried on a vicious struggle against Marxism and
the international proletariats This is the overwhelming orime of which
they are ALL guilty, But, are Radek and the others guilty of the charg-
és which brought death shd imprisonment? . ‘ y

First, let us state, the real osriminals were not on trial. Stalin, Mo=
1lotov, Vorishilov and Co were the scousers: not for the interests_of
the working olass, but against its interests. Stalinism acouses Radek;
the leading Journalist of the burcoracy (who from his prison cell demand-
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ad the life of Zinoviev), as well as Piatakov and Sokolnikov, all Stal«
inists, of ftreason. But between the uccusea and thu accusvrs there is é
no fundomontal glagss difference.” Objectively or subjectively they are g
all encmies of the working class, «

Whether the_accused are guilty of the gpecific oharges is a secondary

question., For their rea%ucrimes - the revisicn of Marxism, the betrayal

of the world proletariat - Radek, Zinnviev, Kamerev, Piatakov and the

guvhers were not put’on trial., Specifiocally, it &s charged that Radek

und Piatokov and Co. plotting with Germeny and Jupan, under the leader-

ship of Trowsky, planned to overthrow tha Soviet Government and re-est-
Me

ablish capitalis What ig the truth and significance of these accusa-
tions? o

The charge that Radek and Sokolikov conshired with German and Japanese
imperialism, is an answer by the Stalinists to the German-Japansse dgrye
ment to fight communism, It is an attempt to weaken the diplomatic and
political-position of these imperialists, by charging them with maddl-
ing with internal affairs of the Soviet Union and a bid for the suport
of fmerican Imperialisme Stalinism seeks to demonstrate its reliapil-
’ity“ to imperialism as & whole, and to one set of bourgeois bandiits a~
gainst another, Stalinism does not oharge that Radek and the othars
conspired with the world bourgeoisie amainst the working oclass, but £l
they éonspired with CERTLLN ipperialists, the "bad! ones, Germany and
Japan, Stalinism éharges chey congpired with the "woong'imporiulists,

e o e g, Bt s

1@ 1% possible that men like Zinoviev, Kamenev, Radek, Sokolnikov, Smire
nov, Piatakov, Muralov, etc, fighters and leaders of the October Rovolum
tion, many of them Lenin's close collaborators; is it possible that
those men under the leadsrship of Trotsky, organizer of the Red arny,
go~leader with Lenin of the October Rovolution, plotted to dismamber the
Soviet Union and hand 6ver sections of it to the fascist powers? In

the service of faseism; we are asked to believe that they would turn
themsélves and the whole Russian working class over to & fascist Tfiring
squad, These are men who have spent many years in struggle against cop=
italist property relations and the capitalist system. What could they
possibly have gained by such a conspiracy? To raise the question ig to
give the lic to the whole monstrous and contemptible frame-up.

: Stalinism charges that these men, who in the sourse of thoir wnrk to de-

velop the strategy of pass st leg, educated a genorntion of rovolub=’
ionists against the use of individual terror, have become its advoerics.
It is true that these men, by their capitulaéinns to Ptalinisn sinco

1987, have thereby abandoned the Marxist basis for the struggle agninst

ual ter talinists they have assisted and condeoned
the perscoutiocn and extermination of revolutioniste,

But to have us believe that they all should ado

: pt individual terror as -’
method of politieal struggle requires PROOF}
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MORE MOSCOW ZTRIALS (con't.)

- If what the Stalinists say is true, that there are mass desertions
ko fgscism by former Marxists, they must state the political basis
for these desertions, This would be an unprecedented phenomenon
which could be explained only on the basis of the reaction of these
(pgop}e‘tgwspme development in the class strugzle. The failure of
Stalinism™to present that political basis is'ﬁOIITICAL disproof of
the charges. ' ' | ’

But, someone will say, this is hardly convincing. There is the mat-
ter of avidence. Evidence? Not ONE single letter or document was
produced. Not ONE single witness, except tho accused to verify con=. ..
~versationy; mMéetings and flying visITs. Is Tt possible, for in-
stance, that Piatakov flew to Oslo, went %o see Trotsky, and then
returned to Russia without a single person or the Norwegian or
Russian Governments knowing the first thing about 1t? Bven Piatakov
couldn¥s answer this question at the trial. Trotsky, according to
the efficlent Vishinsky, had written reams of instructions %o his
conspirational coterie. Yet with tons of corrsspondence in its -
possession, with every avenue open freely for investigatisu, the
GFU could not produce one single PROOF of the guilt of these men.
And this was not accidental. They »roduced none, for the very sim~
ple reason that there was nothing to »roduce. But lacking proff,
Stalinism resorted to another medium ~ the instrument of the In-
quisition - "confessions".

After years of terrorism and shbotage, intrigue and murder, 17 rogues
swidenly become penitent and make full "confessions" can best be Jjud-
ged by Radek's statement, "I am guilty of ALL the charges of ALL the
 terrorist plots - even thosa I didn't know about". That IS a con-
- fessionl - ' B )

In bourgeois democratic countries confessions alone are not consider-
ed ample evidence to convikct anyone., But in "socialist™ Ruasia,
these "confessions" were considered sufficient "evidence" to shoot
down the remnants of Lenin's Central Committee,

Exactly how these "gonfessinms" were odbbtained we cannot say. But
there are general nethods which hist>ry has recorded, and we can
be certain that the compelling needs of Stalinism demanded their
usage. S, pact. .
: 1. Violence, force, torturs,
2. Threats to the families of the accusced,
3. Use of the GPU as "defendants".

Only those who "eonfess" ars brought to trial, Why? Thera cre hun-
“¢rets undwr arrost who rofuse to Thnfess. ONE Such parssh in tho
“Kremlin court would have exposel the whnle vile treachery and be-
“trayal; would have exposcd the myth of the popularity of the rogime
‘among the workors; would have destroyed the clifice of "confessions"

80 carafully and malevolently orceted by Stalinism. For ovory oneo
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who "oonfesses" therc are hundroels who rosolutcly refuse and are
never brought to tricl.

Two points in the trial demand speoial attontion,

First, the worst roguc of all, Radok, who adnitted ovory crimc and
stated he wes o~ne of tho leadars was 1lat 9ff with only 10 year sen-
tencc, Others were shok. Ono musv now ask, how does it hephen that
the biggest "rogue” got ofT with a lighd sonternce which he will pro-
bably nevor serve? Ong unswes is that shis is a e¢onecssion touworld
opinion which still ramaing iuieredulous. The athur is thot Rodaek is
being "saved"for Bucharin unl Rykov just as Komdnsy end Zinoviev
wero "saved" in the erxlicr jericl *n implicate Ralek, Stalinisn
must behead every effors at OrZeFIAND »ivisbauica o2 the nAssas.

Secondly, the Stalinists accused these Hrisoners, nni thoir "leader"
Trotsky of plotting with tws Zereign imporinlicmy Gormany ond Japan,
Aftor Kirov was assasimibed in 1233, tho Stalinist Burnerasy accused
Zinoviev, Xaminov, ané Teobsky of "deolngical” responsibility for
his death - not for Arrsct iupiicaticn with i%, Zinoviev and Kane
onev-were sentanced tn 73 Fehars in Siteric. Only during thesa two .
yaars was it "disaovercd™ thai thyv woere *the actusl murdcrers and
they had pdotted more assacinntioas, 41 now the ourscracy is add-
ing one more acousation, that these "»3bts" are concocted with the
ald of fasclist governments.,

A DESPERATEZ BU

L -y - - -

BOCRACY

H

In the FIGHATING WORKER, Octobor 15, 1936, undor the caption, Radek
and Bucharin Noxt, we said, "Now the desparately frightened buro=-
cratg are finishing off the last survivors of the cadre which mads
the revolution with Lenin; Radek, Bucharin, Piatakov". Already
Stglinist torror has sproad into tho Red 4rymy; Cenerals Schmidt
and Putna; Shaposhnikov, Director of the Aosdemy of the Gensral
3taff; and now, Tukachavsky, Vice-Commissar of Defonse under Vor-
ishalov, are under arrest. (Mrachkoveky and Reingsld, both toste-
ified in the garlier trial that Schnidt was to have personally
carried out the terroristic act against Vorishilov, Schmidt was
not produced as a witness, for the simple remson that the testi-
mony of the two acoused contradicted oach other as to WHEN Sohmidt
was recruited, and HOW the act was t~ ba omrried out), We repoat

again, that only e frantic and desperate burncracy finds the need
Toxr such treachery and torror. '

Similarly the "Qiscovery" of new orimes with each trisl indiento
tho same thing., Ik it possible the GPU discovered new evidence bo-
tween 1934 and today? If so, whore is the evidonce, the witnesses
letter, doouments, 6tc.? Isn't thore somothing suspiaisus aboub
new chargas without new, or even, old evidence. Uunder these cire
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Auigtanges the "confessions" an not prove new "erimes" on the part of
the accused, but new NEEDS of the Stalinist burogracy.

Bu¥ why? Why must Stalinism resort to these methods? What are the po-
litical nceds? ;

- .

> -, .. Jubgoinst the Extension of Ogtober

Stalinism, on the one hand, reflescts. the pressufe of & enofmously
weakenad workd and Russian proletariat, and on the other, the con-
stant agé stronger pressure »f inbternatisnal imperialism. Stalin-

ist policies rest on alliances and pacts with imperialists. It

foars the power and might of the working class. Sorving the intar-
egts »f the petty bourgesisie within the Soviet Union; it conspiraes
with @harFronch bourgeoigie against the French workors and oppressed
golonial ‘pepples; with the Spanish caplitalist Medrid-Catalonia gpv=-
errments against the heroic Spanish workers; and with the internation~

al bourgeoisie against the extension »f tho Qetober Raovolution,

In 1934 Stalinism executed its right shift from adventurism to refoms’
ism. From the ora of "soviets overywhore'; Munited fronts from below",
"gnoial-fascism” and "red tpade unions®, it now comas oub openly
AGAINST ., , Diotatorship of the Proletariat and FOR ypnort to boure
‘geoisfiegooracy. Out of tho 7th World Congress come %eoylea Fuonts
with the "soeial-~fascists" of yestcr&ay& Leon Blu, Caballero ang
‘Normen: Thomas; and with the "demoeratic” bourgeoisie like Cardenns and
Azana, It was onlg one steap t6 eall for National Fponts to0 include

De Ta Roque and a "brotherly union” #ith the Italian fascists,

{See Imprecorr V3, 16 No. 38) |

Byi1ding "socialism in one gountry" has subordinated the Soviet Union,
under the leadership of Stalinism, to the "good" capitalists, the
goecolled demoorated countries, agelnst the "bad" capitaliste, the
fagoist countries. ' ' B

Within The Spviet Union

Within the Soviet Union, the policies of Stalinism have boen asarriaed
on with devastoting eonsequences. The sproad of inoome betwaen the

peasonts and the industrial workers has ereated o bosis for dlstinet
elass differentiations. The notty hourpeoisie is receiving a relo-

~$ively larger share of tha national income than tha workar. DLand
has bean zivan to the eollective farms (eorporttiona p¥ fa¥mars) in
serpetulty; private property has bacn lezalized apd extonded; the
ty bourgeoisic has beon glven the deninating place in the pol-

itiogl set-up by tho eliminatisn of soviets with thoir industrial
re-reacnkation in favor of a parliapentary system with thoir
oaranhical representation {in the soviet system the ° ~°
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5 ' ix ntary systor, tho boum|
iat has the majority, in the parliamentary sys Iy
égg%gt2§egents mu st inevitabiy gain tho majority}; Siak%agagiigﬁggs
Tnbroduced new methods of speed-up, dividing the workers an2 oreats
ing a labor Aristmeracye. ... _. .. . ..

i e . e thm
Workers are living im poverty; deprived of fresdom of movemant tara
tggkusa of the in%ernag passpért. A new word has found conuaon udﬁﬁﬁ\
Baong Soviet workersy Tsovbour') meaning @ Soviet paurgeois. |
’ 3 - L - - ’ » \ ﬁ ’ .
n June 1936, the SU outlawed abortions. Divorces have been madg,i
~£are‘difficuit for the poor. Prostitution and thievery hanrzaadeg‘
appearanas in Soviet society. All under Yaneialism™.

As a mesult there is dissention and dissatisfaction which is seoth-
ing eand boiling over into OLASS STRUGGLE, To defend itself an%‘b§r~
rorize the workingz class, Stalinism must find political seapssoais,
‘It must oheck the resontment and €ind new channols for the atten-
tion of the world proletariat. The olass strugile is raflectod in
digsaffcotion in the ranks of Stalinism iiself; whole sections of

the burporacy are eliminatad; svery voice rnised in criticlism is
terrorized. ‘ _

Transition Economy

Thase & evelopments have led many peopla to erroneously conclude that
capitalism hay been rastored in the Soviet Union. Soviet economy

ig o TRANSITION ECONOMY, It is neither capitalist nor socialista
It contains oloments of both., The existence of PRIVATE IND SOCLal~_

IST poyms, side by side, is characteristic of the transition por-
fod %rmm capitalism to communism.

Stalinism has its base in the capitalist (petty bourgeois) scotor
~of Soviet economy, Its role is to defend and extend it, and to

btreach the asocialist seetor. Thaus, Stalinism steers ¥ . Soviet
Union back toward capitalism.

It is falsg to say that STATE CARITALISU exists in the Soviet Uniona
I is true that the proparty relations have boen breached and are
.eontinually éxtended in the direction of csapitalism. But the
PREDOMINANT mode of production is still Transition Economy.

R

- Stalinism PAVES thea way for capitalist rastoration, but it cannbd
‘restora it, For this would mgan the destruetion of Stalinism it~
self, Soelal Demoeracy paves the way for fascism, but it dces not
inptitute fascism, Either tho restoration »f capitalism or the

re-ostablishment of the pelitical power of the warking class will
erush Stalinisne , ,
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With political power in its hands, Stalinisy mekesg its own laws and
cannot be removed by legal methods. It can he removed only thru
the violant struggle of classes; by a POLLTICAL revolution. The
intornational proletariat must give the Pussian workers svery poss-
ible aid in the solution of this task, This requires a new revolu-

tionary party in the Soviet Union as a section of tha Communist Fourth
International, ‘ :

Trotsky's Rola

"This 1s the instrument for the overthwow of Stalinism, Those who do
not usa it are not fighting Stalinism, but strengbthening it, by fail-
ing to expose its CLASS gharacter. That is the easc, unfortunately,
with Leon Trotsky and the Trotskyists who have departed from Marxism
and are now busy proving it in practice.

It will of course be said that Trotsky and his groups are the ones
singled out for the most vicious mttacks., How, thercfore, can thoy
be capitulating to Stalinism? In this cormoction let_us point out
that the American bourgeoisie frequantly arrests men like Norman
Thomas, Very fow people will assort that Thomas is anxious te over-
throw Capitahism in America. His arrest, therofore, would not bs ba=
oause ha is a Marxist, but it is a method of delivering a blow agalust
the Marxists. Similarly with thg Trotskyists and Trotsky, Stalinism
0an nover be destroyed with the Irotskyist program, The Trotskyists
are being used to cover-up the non-Marxism of Stalinism and to dolive
2r a blow at the growth and develeppmont of Marxian theory and prac-
106,

dxis of Trotsky Defense

The axis of Trotsky's defense is, 1., I, Trotsky, am not guiliy.
2. I can prove it gither in thg bourgeois courts of Norwsy or Amer-
ica, or hofore an "Independent' international commission.

i

Trotsky demands that he be tried by an “imgartial investigation com
mission" to decifc whather he is guilty. uch a commission ean be
useful to investigato tha legal aspocts of the avidcnces L% cannot
e the axis of his defense, nor ean it be given a frce hand to ats
tack the proletarian dictatorship and opportunity to frome Trotsky.
Tha axis of tha Trotskyists is not the indopendent struggle of the
working class but a complete subordination (in Stalinist style) to
libercl bourgeois maethods. .

In roturn for Trotsky's asylun in Mexico the Trotskyists have doli~
berataly avoided oxposing the role of Cardenas in Mexico., The Mox~
ican president uses Trotsky to broaden his base for class~codlabor-
ation amongst the masses, ~This "left" move serves the purposg of
(1) putting pressure on the Soviet Union in the interests of Smer~
locan Imperialism, and (2) of weaning the working class away Ifrom
indopondont olass aotion and making 1t dependant on thg governpnont.
Put the Trotskyists have not ssid a2 word about this. *his is 2
norse trade with Mexigan:oapit and #marican.

3046
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Imperialism.

Protsky is content to let an "4 mpartial” {ntornational commission |
scttle who is guilty. #s if that were primary! What is nceded is |
to exposc the manoeuvers of Stalinism leading the workers back %0
capitalism in the Sovied Union, and to call for & naw Communist
party to fight the impenaing'counter~revalatiom. It is this fight
which the Irotskyists have abandoned.

" It marks another stage in the degeneration of Trotskylsm.

For a Communist Fourth Interpational

Phere will be more trials. But thay ara only the surfact phonomena
of a society poimed on the ddga of a social cataclysm. The reol
struggle against Stalinism must be directed against tho vroader &8~
pacts of its eounter-revolutionary pncts and policlos.

The working class mus?t restora Lonin's Congtitution and gmqfamwﬁrﬁ
4o the extension »f tha October Ravolution. or tgig tho indispel

sable instrument is a_xew Communisgt Party in the ngiot Union sec
tion of the Communist ¥ourth Internationnl.

HHHHH A

PHE CASE FOR 4 NEW COMMUNIST PARTY IN THE

TITANS IN STRUGGLE: MORGAN AGAINST ROCKE ~
FELLER

ORGAN OF/XOUNG WORKERS' IEAGUE,U.S.A.
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. SPAIN: THREE BOURGEOIS ARKIES

The creation of a rcgular army in Catnlonia, consisting of nina in=-
fantry rogiments and throe artillery regiments, adds another bour=
gaois agmyFto the two already existing in Spain, - the army of tha
robels” (¥ranco) and the army of the "Loyalist" (Azana-Caballero).
hree bourgeois armies instoad of ona, that is bthus far the most
tangible result of the ecivil war!? Tagan togaether with the entry of
one working-class organization after tho other into ewthar the
4zana-Caballero or the Companys governmeut, with the gradusl in=
xorporation of the workers'! militias and councils into the regular
army and thg state apparatus gonerally, with the successful infil-
Bration of "loyalty" %o the state into even the most revolutionary
layers of the working-clsss, and last but mot least with bthe physic-
al decimation of the workers' ranks on the battleficld, ~ the sroa-
tion of st1ll 'anothar regular army by the Catalan governmont brings
the strongthoning of thae state apperatus of the Spanish bourgeolsie
ané the weakening of the prnletariat to a culmination point., It is
plain now that whichever side wins tho war, the viébor will be a rul-
ing class many#bimes strongzer thanb efore the civil war, unless a
Murxion organization is able to change the relation of forces.

Civil War Into Imperialist Wa

The graat historical lesson to be loarned from this experience is that
a struggle of the cppressdd masses jointly with one scetion of their
oppressars agailnst another secetion in the final rosult leads only to
the Joint victory of both sectiong of the oppressors over hthe oppross-
ed. There have boen since 1848 many S%ch‘experiénces from which the
proletariat gould learn this lesson, *utbt none of them has tsken such
extreme froms as the présent one. Those extrememforms arc due on the
one hund to the depth of the ciisis of Spanish society and the tre-
mendous militancy of the Spanish masses, on the other to the interest
which the bourgeoisic of the world hask on the ove of another workd
wer, in transforming the struggle-of olasses into a struggle of resu
gions and nations, I.s. in the final analysis inbto a struggle for the
benefit of the few great imperialist powers of the world. To meet

an oxtrome forms. It is thase extreme forms, that is, actual war,
that is deceiving oven the most revolutionary workers in Spain and
internationally, But it is preciscly these extremc forms that are
yielding the Spanish and world bourgaoisie the deisred rosult: the
woakéning of the proletariat, the strengthening of tho state, the
gradual transformation of civil war into imporialist war. o

Inecrceased Intervention

The dogrec to which thoy have succeeded in this oven at this stage is
shown by tho fact that the intervention of the grast powors has not o
only not decreased but indresscd, and that 1t is morg and more their
intervention btlat detormines the course of events in Spain. The in-
tervention of Russia, far from signifying a return tn the days of ac-

tive support of rovolutionary movements in all countries only hastons
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the inclusion of Russia,ifivrpngrom anghhdyping the great impcrial%st
blocs that are to-day bending every offort towards wiuning the "sups
port" of tho working masses for their "cause", and thergby facilit-
ates immensely the task wonfronbting the whling class. Eﬁn§ 1t is not
only the S panisk state which has ineroased its strength [(althongh in
the contradictory form of beoing temporarily divided), bubt every stato,

.Only_ﬁoaﬂ ~ The Party

This vietory of theexploiters is a powerful blow against the proletar-
lat and fthe proletarian rovolubion.

There ig only one rond for the proletariat and their allies. The
task is to preate as quickly as possible, & revolubionary Marxian
Party, which alone can: assure the smashing of the Bourgeois Stata
and the establishment of the Dictatorship of the Proletariat,

SIS RS

THE FIGHTING WORKER
» - gentral organ of
THE REVOLUTIONARY GORKERS LEAGUR ¢ the U.S.
© 1 eomb pur 2y o - BO¢ s mix moenbhs

THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAS

theorctieal crgon of”
THE REVOLUPICNARY WORKERS LEAGUE | of the U.S.

10¢° per copy - $1°OQ:per year

YOUNG WORKER
' ~ crgan of
YOUNG WORFERS IEAGUE , U, S. -
1f per copy - 25¢ for six months
2159 West Division S, | 232Eagt 14th Sy,
’Chicago; 111, HoVelle




) FOURTH IFTERVATIONE TYOL.Z Wo, 10,
T e TROTSKYIST FOURTH T R TTONAT

| At the end of July 1936, the Trotskyists held a: conference in

 Geneva, According to them "The aim of this firat conference was to re-

: assemole,thevlpternational forces of the Fourth Intern~tional in a new

. toherent organization; to arm them with a solid ideological arnory

« amd. to . create a new international center, larger and more fitted for
werk, It signifies both the direct adherénce to the movement for the

i Fourth International of organizations which up to now had not formally

© adhered to the International Communist Learue, and an impoktant step

Yoward the unification of the forces of the Fourth Internatiomal in _

- gountries where up to nnw there had existed seversl Froups separated

by tactical differences,,,...The conference set up o comisgion to work

. out within three months a draft propram, following which there will &

b€ a four months international discussisn, after which the first conm

~ gress of the Fourth Imternationai will adopt n definite edition of*'the

program ~s the foundation docurtent of the Fourth Internationaly (Fourt

Inﬁe§ndtional, theoretical organ of the French Trotskyists, Octobey 4936

2 It is clear thet the TrotgkYists are proceeding wi%h the orfane
~dzation of the “Fourth International, ® . '

| But when we examine the connections of this “International® with
the? world working class, we find that in g5 far as an international
in the revodutionary Marxist sense is concerned there is none at alle

: The French Trotskyists! organ states tHat there were present
delepates from the French party ~nd youth; two Belgian organizatlons% .
the expelled left Socialistes and Vereecken's sroup which have fused BXhe
gince; the Dutch party, the Revolutionary Socialist Party; tge‘marx%sp
Action group from Zurich, Switgerlands; and "observers from Jmerdoec!
(Maste), The Austrian, Czech, Rumanian, Greek, Polish, Swiss (Basi@}
and Dutch youth prouns were invited but did not attend., The ﬁulggrlan,
Danish, Spanish, Lithuanian, Cenadian, Mexican, Brazilian, Arggntlng,
Chilean, Cuban, Peruvian, Bolivinn, Puerto Rican, .Chinese, Indo-

inese, Australizn, and South African grouns were not even invited, .

€ remsons given are lack of time s~n& the situation. of these groun

S,

The list is imposing, . Analysis will diow its fake charncter,
~ First of o11, if we are to take the Trotskyists at their word, sevenw
 teen countries were not even invited,. These countries include Spain

wkhere a civil wer is. being fougrht, Is this an excuse for n@t invite-
ing & revolutionary organization from that country, if there were wne?
Certaigly not, Just the contrary, Especially when setting up a -
‘revolutionafy international, The Third Intebnational was founded in
Russia and met there in 1990 while civil waf rased over that land and
other countries in Europe and Asin, ‘The delegates to the founding
congress came from many countries and had to owvercome the most diffm
dcult conditions in getting there, They had to pass- through the allied
blockade if Russia, Had there been a revslutionary fFroup in 3Spain
and had they been invited would they have sent o cdelerate? We think
0, We must note that the ‘centrist POUM wns able to send Gorkin to
he recent conference of the Internatisnnl Pureau of Revolutionary
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Socialist Unity in Brussels,
The Truth of the matter is that the Trotskyists have no organis |

zation in Spain,

a fewfichting in the ranks, These behind the lines spend their izge‘t
in cafes meking negative criticisms. A4 revolutionary %nt&pﬂ?ﬁiguﬁ*w“
no organization in Spain is no internationnl at all y in the Liarxist
sense, The "failure®" to invite the non~existent Spanish section is
typical Trotskyist fekery,

Of the smne gdor is the inclusion of the Puerto Rican "section!, |
Disorganized by the liquidation of section after section into the Seou;
the Puerto Rican comrades last summer liguidated ﬂwgﬁ
group into the Third Internmational,

ond International

The othor groups aro suall, in the list of thoso which woro net |

' invited, and without serious influence in the working class of thoir |
- gountries, Thelr total number is very likely less then a thousand,

Either singly or together they 4o not make a base for a Marxist rev- {

olutionary internationsal, ’ q

The same fakéry runs thru the list of those which, altho invitod

did not attend,

Marxists who bro

Colrade Negrete reports from Barcelona that there an}

YL i

The Greek seotion number some fifteen, The Archio=-
ke with Trotsky some years ago number several thou-

sand, publish an influential press and are intrenchad in the trado
unions. The othér groups in this "oategory" are about as weak as the

Greek "section"

L

Now Tor those which did attend,

ihe French

Trotskyist organ of September, says: "Delegates:from

organizations in the principAl countries were represented: USSR Bal-
giumy England, Holland, Switzerland, Germany, Italy, France."

The inclusion of the "organization" from the USSR is a piece of
purs bravado, Since this congress was held the events in Russiz in

Onnection with

the ¢ivil war in Spain and the trials and their mur-

derous aftermath have demonstrated that the Trotskyists have no or-
ganization there, At a meeting in New York, Shachtman was forced o

‘aldmit it, As is

known, the Italian "organizaticn! coasists of Hwo

Paopie who are in Spain fighting in tha ranks against the counsar-

reyalution. The

German "organization" is not above & hunéreé. The

Swisg group is in the Swiss Soecial Domocratic Party and thers is no

in#ftation that

having participated in the "founding" of this "Fourth

International™ it has followed the French Trotskyists in sebting up
- its own "independent™ centrist outfit. Tha English Trotskyists are
- & mere handful dispersed in and out of the Labor and Independent

Labor Parties,

On the seale of the Trotskyist movement, the French party is a
Substantial section, The figures given in their press in connection
with their recant confersnce, at which a split took place, indicate

& membership of

about five hundred. Already theres are signs of dis=-

integration in this section, The Belgian group is a hodge-poige of
Trotsky lnyalists, Vercaoken's foll~wers who have returned tc¢ the
fold, and some expellad left 800ialists. On the whole the Redodan
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set=up is a duplicate of the French original, Just as it was two.

yaars agd when the new orilent:
disastar, rlentation began to Spin 1ts course toward

After this congress had passed into the limbo of hist : ‘
‘ ory, ong of
t?etleaﬂers of the Duteh party, Schmidt, followed lMuste intcy%hs bosom
of the church, The United States was represented by no less a stalward
gggg%u%%gg%s@ot an ébgaha‘ Jacob Muste who was so impressed by the

ther axiol bed and annidsgqv jeyglationary o rty, wh %S to le
Sagoxplotiad”ond Spol88oRl" YR RET SRR Hhol i gt

When Tenints Third International was founded it demonstrated an
anormous recruiting power, Its second Congress stated off%eiaily that
the danger lay in baing swamped with centrist recruits, Trotsky ap=
plies the dialectic according to the logic of his revisionisn bagins
by losing membersi .

. The theoretical labors of this aongress also shows a non.Marxian
. oontent. The main thesis is called ' "New Ravolubionary Upsurge and the
Tasks of the Fourth International”, and.bears the unmistakeable sty-

listic impress of the master himself, To speak of a revolutionary
upsurge as taking place now in Europs. is to fail to understand theé
gituntions The Trobtskylsts show as livtle grasp of reality and as
-1itt1le Marxist analysis as did the Stalimists when they proclaimed
the Third Period upsurge. Less if anything, for in 1929~1933 Fasclsm
had not won the signal triumphs it has since. _

The mogt amazing thing about the Trotskyist "gpsurge" is that
it does not include Spain, The opening paragraph reads: ,
. "The June Strikelin France) openmed a new period in the politi-
eal davelopment of Francae and Balglum and unionbtedly provolked not
only the sharpening of the class struggle in these countries but
also, to one degree or another, mass novanents over important sece
tions of Europe, including Great Britain and slso perhaps on the
other side of the Atlantic". - ~

. Tnhis was written, no doubt, before the civil war in Spain broke
out., But the civil war had cast a long shadow bafore it« People who

%rasume to orgzanize ravolutionary intermationals must forsee such
hings as civil wars, : ' ‘

The outire thesis revolves around the situation in France, Some
years ago Trotsky Jjustly condemnad the thaoretical bankruptey of
the Stalinists who, in 1928; foressw an immediate ravolution in
France and missed the Spanish Revolution of . 1931, What's sauce for
$ho Stalinists is sauce for the Trotskylstsl. . :

But if the thesis was written before the outbreak of the Span«
ish Civil War, it was voted on during the second week of that oivil
war, How shali we understand the failure to change it to conform to
the imperative correction of the class struggle? In voting for thié

thesis, the Trotskyists, signified that thoy had broken with Marxe
{ism finslly, completel d irrdvoanbly, Under the shoock of the Span-
igh Civil War the Trotskylsts wrote a postaript to their thesis as
“its text plainly indicates, The posteript itself is therefore a conw
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demnation of the thesis, The sole purpose of tho posbeript is to
moke a point about the French Peoples Front on tha basis of the
¢ivil war in Spain: "The july days in Spain have completed and

gﬁepéneﬂ Wgt% extr&ord%nary force the le§so§s of ﬁhe_Jgﬁe days in
REEEOBETI S TSR R b L E bRt PSRBT mullTEn o
er conntr%es. % mus%wnog bgeclgg% tg e%gry'brangh Wcrkar~r~~9

N krThetce?t{ist ?roggkyghes 1%i%hdgwn no line for pﬁggipgg%sh
orkers to follow in the hour o oir morjs , Torx
their own members they made no analysiss ihﬂ §P&n13h olvil war

is just a question of some July dayst And these people call therm-
selves revolutiorishsi
Z1G". ZAG ON ORGANIC UNITY

AT

On the ‘ue9$ion'of drganic unity the thegss disglag the ogp~
rbunisg df.%he rob ists in hig g 1lief. §%it able_&nd inglg-
gifican? appears ia %ﬁg light 0% 16 3una avents the slogan oF

tymity' of the two internationals which,such as they arayhave 8l='
ready in effect united to betray the interests of the prolcta§¢§t:
From which we ought to conclude that the Fourth Trotskyi%t Insaxs
national is opposed to organie unitye. This is not 80 tots&y‘ )
and his Internmational secretariat declared in May 1935 that org-
anio unity could play a progressive role under certaln circumstances,
hose who wish to malko the autopsy oan 1MVoSvigate_vhe mastor I
the Mﬁ¥i%935 New International , former theoretical organ of the
defunc orkers Party, an % ‘the pamphlet on organlc unity pud-
lished by the Ravplutionary "orkers Teague some timo agoe Unlass
Yhese errors are uncovered the position in the Theses is only &
leceiving fig leaf. f ' ~

Mporeover the question of organic unity is one of the quesﬁr
Lons tied up with the question of the line for the Communist 4%h
Tytermational. &s long as the Trotskyist position on this quest=
iﬁn'is false they cannot have a Marxist position on organic un-
i J}rq - -

Oy the question of the line for the Fourth Ipternational
the theses say: ’ T

'The sactions of the Fourth Internationaleeseeparticipate in
evar¥ act of struggle and give it the greatest clarity and organ-
ization. They bing themselves to tha nest of the worker,pushe
forward by the movement and ke nd ix hand with thém build the new
»agvolitiondry leadership. B their example and criticism they,
speed up the formation of a Yavolutionary wing in the old parties
drawing it olsoser to thom in the gourse of the &trugple and push+
ing it on thg road of the Fourth %ntdrnatibnal". Wordst Bmpty, dis~
honost wordst How create the reyslutionory wing in the old ourtins?
On whot 1ine? The line of the "Fpench Turn"-the new orientation?
On L nin's line of the political. and organizational independance
of the revolutionary Marxist o®zanization? If the former why do
the théses not say so openly? ff +the latter was the new orien-
tation incorrect? Then why is dhern no condemnabion of it and on-
alysis of its errors? What lesuons @o the theses draw for the great-
esh ¢larity and organization of the workers? Why is the dooxn left
open for a repitition of the same errors in the fubure¥

T3ie questions? The truth is that this new internatiomal
stands on the political and theoreticnl ground of the new orientav..
~ion. ?he proof is econbulucd-~not in these theses—-but in a sep-
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arate resolution adopted by the conference on the uestion of the
~liguidation of the Workers Party of the United Sta%es into the Anme
erican Socialist Party. In this resolution the ligquidation is ap-
proved. And the perspective of the liquidation--to convert the So-
clalist Pﬁyty into the party of social revolution--is approved,
- Thus the "independent" Protskyist Fourth International begins by
~endorsing the new orientationt

What perspective do the theses offer for the creation of the
Fourth International as a force in the life of the working class?
Empty words! "To participabe direetly in the mass movement with
1ts class slogans pushéd forward to the end, a clesr perspective
and independent banner, to be intransigeant wibth concilliators,
pitiless with traitorsy this is the road of the Fourth Interna-
~tional, It is ridiculous and absurd to discuss whether or net it
is opportune to "found" it, An international is not founded like
8 co—-operative, but is created in the struggle., To the quastion
- of pedants on thne "opportunity", the June days (in France; not
- the Spanish Civil War) have replied: "thare is no room for new
discussions", Sol o
: Troffky launches his international during the period .
~ feats oiﬁgﬁg.world prolatariat,S%hegnc%p%galggﬁ gg g %%gldégcgfg

18 on theloffensive against the grking elass. Moreover, &4t the
? time of ths Gendva cgggress the g;anis oivil war was alfeady in

%~1ts second week, Any man with a Zrasp of reality would have sald
that the success of %he Bpanish workers in esbablishing jheir
proletarian dictatorship and the founding of the Fourth Communish
International were inextricably bound together, Just_as they wers
in the Russian Revolution., £s it turns oudt rov the Spanish

- workers are fubther away from overthrowing capitalism than they
 Were at the end of July., Thus Trotsky reverses Tenin: he pro-
olaims a8 intermabional on the basis of the defeats of the proe
letariat, ‘

:

: On this’'basis it is possible to set up an inbternational

. organization. Bubt not an International in the Marxist sense of a
~world ocadre party roobed in the massgs as an objective factor

. with influence in the G%ass struggle. A revolutionary Inber-

- national organization can convert a revolubtionary situatién one

. or more countries into 8 successful revolution and thereby lay
tlie basis for ar achtually establish & Marxist Internstional
 PARTY,; Thptsky and his followers reveal that they have no unders
standing ag all of the Marxian party and its relaltion to revo-

- lution.

;Tgotsky does not take up!this gquestion theoretically. He
mersly declares pontifically: "Tyere was n strike wave in Frande
June; that has settled the guéetion. There is no room for

scussiohe h : ~

 Wpat Xind of an intermationsl is the T¥ st slyist Fourth Inter~
%iona? %5 ﬁ%@ Wa say we &rs fighting to build d??ommunist :
1bernational. The Trotskyist theses are silent on this quastion.
swhere do they speak oa & Crmmamist Founrth Tnternatisvel. Ths

piflm b T e m e T e ST L L e Rl
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DO the American Tpotskyists, Last June in his speech apologizing
. for his reentry into the Socialists Party Camnon said that_he

. and his tribe were done with® the name Communist, that the Stalin-

ists were welcome to ite.

It is not a small guestion, .The name of an international

" pardy is not just a label, The namg must express the political )
line. Communist is scientifically accurate., The Stalinists use

‘it, We cannot help that. We must struggla to wrest it from tlem,

There is no such thing as revolutionary Soclalism today, Ravn‘

olutionary socialism denoted the Marxist policies of  Lenin which

have since become known ds Bplshevism. Today Revolutionary

>

socialism means centrism,

Agninst the Trotskyist Fourth International we raise the slogan
‘of the Communist Fourth Internatisnal,

It is significant that the Trotskyist theses moke no analysis
or statemeént about centrism. Centrists cannot be expected to
lay bare tha errors.of their own:revisionism. Centrists can
always be spotted by their silence or ambiguity on the quaestion of
sentrism, , ‘
Iy thess Theses the omission is particularly glaring be-
oause of the Spanish revolution. It is ", ke the Trotskylsts to
discuss the quaestion of a new. revolutionury party without re- . }
- ference to the concrete question of a revclutionary party in Spain,
But that is exactly what they cannot discuss becausa;the¥ woul
~have to take Up the entire guestion of their line as tested by
the Civil war, That would mean en examination of their pro-
posal that the Spanish Communist League liguidate into the
oclalist Party; their support of the traitor Fersen; their Zig-
Zg9g polioy withtthe P.OJUM, First Nin was 8 strike breaker for
refusing to Join th S,F,.; and the P.0.U.Me was opportunist for
supporting the Peoples *ront, &t the outbreak of the eivil war
{ha P.0UM.: baoame rovolutionary Marxists Now it must be givon

critiocal supporti Better for these principle party buildars
to leave the gquestion alones

| On the situation which 1s its axis in France, the Thoses

are egually opportunistic, The_analysis is shallow, There is no
statement on the importance of France for world economy and .
politics both from the capitalistic and proletarian standpoints.
he international aspects of the questioh; the decisive ones, ars
not-dealt with, L - '

The situation is characterized as revolutisnary, This was
the end of July, How seriously oan this characterizafion be
taken? Shortly before the congress made its pronumeiamonto, its
highest authority had written that the revolution has alraaéy
begun, On Sugust 8, the Natisn published an article by Trotsky
written in the middle of July, under the title , Revolutionary
Interiude in France, in which he said: "w-within the depths of
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e prolotariat, as well as among the summits i §
] ; : of the ruling classes
;%11 nigh automatic preparation for a new conflioet is.gogng on " *
h@t 2%& 1 we say of people who declare that a revolutlon has begun,
_301ut§02;§;a§§gn isdogxg re{olutianary and then that there is a

. nterluds opeless ceonfusion! No basis for buildin
orld party to overthrow world capital, o : ) ¢

The Theses declare: "These three econditions: disposition o

e part gf the whole proletariat to struggle; acute gisdonggntnaa

ng the lower layers of the petty bourgeoisie; breakllown in the

rp of finance capital, represent the vasic premises for the pros

etarian revolution.™ This is written not abstractly but to charac-
erizg the situation in France at the end of Julye s :

5 In‘our epoch the most important premise is the revolutionary
~ar$y. This is not included in the Trotskyist catalogue. &nd not

J thout reason. If we want to be charitable we can say that it is
oose ‘writing; that the Trotskyists meant the ‘basic objective pre=
gses, Let us examine them on this assumption. :

~ The first two premises are incorrectly stated, Lenin gave bettex
rmilations, So did Trotsky a number of years ago ir the old MILI-.
NT, It is not only 2 question of the disposition of the wholgd =
roletariat to struggle but its determination to struggle for the
overthrow of the System even at the ‘sacrifice of its life. And it is
ot marely a question of the acubte Giscontant of Hhe lower layers of
@ pettz bourgeoisie, It is a quastion 7 thelr gravitation %o the
de of the proletariat which attracts tu.iu To its causd by its da=~
sarmination and boldness flewing from its revolutionaty line, Butb
et u$ pass these points and come to the quastion of the capltalisy

The Thesaes speak of the "lack of eonfidence of the ruling ¢lass
in themselves,” Immedintely after this was written, the bourgeoisie
put thru their devaluation program and fel} themselves strong enough
‘ ,sals of the government (which made them under the

gressure of the Workers) to put ourbs on ificreases in prices., In
gling with

September the government showed much more firmmess in da
+ths strike wave than it had in June. Today it is strong enough to e~
viet sit down strikers; usd troops t5 break gtiikes and shoot down
workers and peasants in the @solonies. What success océn be exyectea
from a party which begins by anderestimating the atrength of the

class enemy?

% But the thing is worse than &n underestimation of the olass _
enemy, At the same time that the Trotskylsts were writing-possibly
Trotsky himself=- that the bourgsoisie had lost confidence in itself,
Trotsky was writing for the NATION: "Holding in their hands all the
pasie levers of industry,credit and commeroe, tha financial mog-
nates shift the eost of the agreement (the Junae gtrike wave settle-
ment) upon the 'middle classes’, compelling them by reason of this
very thing to enter into a striggzle with the workers. In this now
the situations”..es"The financial oligarchy which

lies the orux of : :
did a swimming businesss in the very heat of ths crisis,;aonld of
: il bt n« “Eranz griouzh ch .

s strong enough %
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 the middle olmsses and force Shem ixtd a class stimgele sgainet vho
workers be sald to have loch confidauca iz itaalfy nly people who
write phrases like Trotsky ani his Followsrs could Lova be3a (Ullvy
of such lightminded "anaiysis™. ‘

. The Theses have nothing to say on the gquastion of fascism in
- -France, Two. years before a panice~stricken Trotsky stampaded hig =
followers into the Second Internationzl with the ory that faselsm
was lmocking at the gates, Ia July Le wrohe for the NATION: *,,..the
dig capitalists are confidently watching for such a tura as will
make & beginning for fascisw not oniy as & soni~-militaxy organizae
- tion of bourgeois papas'! scns with svtomebilas ani eirpianes hut as
8 real mass movement in Francm"‘ How fuselsu ng a yuesticn for the
. fature. The opposite error, Fascism is a hunircd bimes stronger abe
solutely and relatively. And it is preparing to sbrikes.

~ The attack of the Theses is sentered on “he Paoples Front, But

it is, in the mein; o negotive abtack. Thers is counterposed to the
Peoples Frent the indepentent actima of the working clase, But 'this
'is a phrase which the Trobekyists Till with a centiist contents It
must be 30 becouss of tneir esubtrist line on the orcation of the reve
“olutionary party. They do not poze the line to power and advance slo=

- gans on this basisa. In the struggle in Germany thay coanverpnsed the
united front to tas Third Feriod policles wibhout doing sc on the ba-
sis of a LINE which ecalled for tho seizure of pcwer. Now they Light
the opposite srror{Peoples Fenub) Trom the same ceubtrisy badif.

Only here they go'a step further to the right. Tha central slo-
, §an advanced for the aotive strngzle azainst the Peoples Front is;
Oust the bourgeoisie from tha Feoples Front", Here is a fins kettle
of fish, This puts the formal stamp of approval on the slegan of
Zeller: A Pgoples Front of Action., The Trotsikylsbs are going to ro-
form the Peoples Front., This is the road cf btailanding the Pecples
Front, of capitulaticn to it. :

iikefthq,Lovastoneites these’paoplé mast always be reforming

gomething. B,th groups have long ago signed away any olaims %o an

independent revolutionary pesition. What is more natural than that
thay should attach themselves to something, less perfect than they
would like it to be, but which they hopa %o remould closer 1o their

- -heart's desire.

. Meén and groups are measured by events, The Spanish Civil War is
the maasuring stick for the policies and actions of &ll tendsncies
and organizations in the working class, Judéged from the sfandpoint

. of Mayxism against the Spanish events we must ocorclnde that the
Trotskyist Congress definitely stamps this fovrce as a centrist ten-
fency moving to the right. The deliburations of this congress deterw
mine the future cf all Trotskyist groups which still fly Wkrotsky's

. 8p0llod banner, Whether they are in the 3acond Interastional or out=
gide of it, they are a sentrist teaferey. If *ue Amoriczn Trovekylsts
ghould ba kicked out of the Socializt Pariy bhay will alliers $o the
center which has bean erected »n the rtasis of tha Gereva Theuses.

T D ot
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No csonciliation is possible with the Trotskyists. Uaity with
them is excluded, It can only take place on tha basls of the rajeete
ion of their entire course, which they will rot do,

Protsky's "Fourth International” succoeds the International Come
munist League as the vehicle of Tpetsky's contrism axnd revisionism
and will drag on an existence of sorts: for a while sowing confusion
and demoralization, to be succeeded at a later datve, by another bu=

igau@ratic and administrative expedient to hide the bankrantey of his
ne s

The struggle to build the Communist Fourth International must be
conducted agninst them as a dangerous cenirist tendancy. '

As for Trotsky the individual, The Spanish Civil war is the op=
portunity for him to retrace his steps, to ackarwledge his errors and
rejoin the Marxists in the strugzle azainst capiitclism and its oppor-
~banist agencies in the working class,

The conclusion is inescapable, Trotsky has never understood tha
question of the revolutichary party. Today he is repeating in a worse
Porm the srror of 1903-17, Under the impact of the Russian Revolution
e corrected himself, worked with Lenin, and served the world workimg
- class magnificently, Today the Spanish ravolution passes him by with-
~out positive offect. It serves only to feepan his revicionism. Trot-

sky takes his place with Kautsky in the camp of the ravisionisvs.

The REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS LEAGUE of the United Stataes carries on
the traditions of Marx and Lenin against the revisionists and for
Communist parties and a new COMMUNIST FOURTH INTERNATIONAL,

st sk ok ok e e MoK ook ok K sk ke ok sk Sk ok ok

Edltorial Note: This artiocle was submitted in the fall of 1936, The
intervention of the Spanish events demanded that we dovote our pri-
mary attention t6 this dburning question confronting the internation-
al working class, The coming March 1937 Convantion of the Socialist
Party gives this avticle on the role of tha Trotskyists(who are in the

Socialist Part time ificance
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gqss?ls in the labor movement who have given wp hope for tho Amorican
{mrl’.’lng Claé‘s 9 PREE VIV N I T ETY

: The muto and other workers have reacted counrazgeously to all
threats to oust them from the plants they hold, Thousards were ready
at one time to march on Plint, IPf the stato wera to make an attenpt:
to oust tho Dodge workers in Detroit today, there is no doudbt 50,000
workers could be mobilized to picket the plant, .

The workers react quickly to bold ideas. The leaflets distribu~
ted both in Flint and Detroit in thousends of copies by the Revolu-
tionary Workers Leagus calling for the spreading of the strikes; for
8 goneral strike for the closed shop, were rscaived with unbelisvable
eagernass, The idea of a closed shop, started in bthosc leaflets, has
spread so rapldly that the CIO leader, Frankemsteen, in order that
the strike do not get out of hand, issued a long sbtatement assuring
the bosses that the CIO0 was not demanding a closed shop.

& In spite of all this enthusiasm and solidarity the political le-
vel of the struzgle has remained very low, So far it is a struggle
for wages, 2 strugzle on the cconomic plane. The large wage lncreasss,
~ from 20¢ to 50¢ an hour, and the elimination of speed-upj from pro=
weing 70 jobs an hour to producing only 40 an hour on the Briggs.
ssembly line~ all of these victories have been won too easily, with-
ut any serious struzgles, The worksrs have not yet come into con-
1liet with the state to any extent, and the traacherous OIO leader=
‘ship maintains thelr level of davelopement cn the legislative plane-
fight for the Wagner Bill and all other Roosevaelt measures.

: The possibilities of the situation are truly enormous. With the
 present fighting splrit of the auto workars, a general sirike for the
- elosed shop, 6 hour day-5 day waeck, in bthe auto industry is within
realization. . ‘

, The maritime strike was settled a short time ago without a real

victory. In fact the Copeland black-list law— if the workers pormit ... .
it to be applied- will wreck the union. The steel workers arg smerb-

- ing under the agreement reached between the CIO and thae ‘sbeel btrust,

- which gives only bargaining rights to the exbent of their membor-

ship to the IO, The agPeement has not prevented discrimination and

| the firing of union mon. The miners® agroenent expires at ths 9nd of

- this month. The conditions in the minaes have grown much worss in the

- past Tew years. They have suffered a long pericd of unemployment and

. missrable living conditions. They ara undoubtaﬁly:ready for n straggle,

Everywhore, tha air is charged with dynamita, The bourgeoisiae
1ives in dread that this sbrike wave will sweep the natios; gat oon-
pletesly out of the control of the CIO and AFsfL labor fakers and as=
‘sume a violent strugzle with the agencies of the state.

The strategy of tho bosses under these eircumstances has been fo
give concossions NOW in order to tide them over the season and then
makq\?n attempt . to smash the union. Even the Morgan.sectlon\of the

..
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bourgeoisie~ the steel trust and General Mptnrs~ have been forced
to give some form of recognition to the unions. At the same btime the
bourgaoisie is eareful not to make too many concessions on recogni-’
‘4ion, ruthlessly opposing the closed shop, in order that 1t may be
gasier to smash tho unions in the future.

" The policy of Rppsevelt and Mo, has beon quite a subtle one, ,
Thare is -no doubt that any other poliey would have led to a far more
violant outdurst on the part of the working class. Roosevelt has .
pursued a honds-off policy of not interfering directly in the-situa~"
tion, The workdrg hava beaen hold in chaock by thelr faith in R,nse=-
velt,Iewis and fg,, which has been one of the prime factors in keep-
ing the strike wave within bounds.- .

w : P ;

Noogevelt and Leyis attempted, in the first stages of tho strike
wave, to use its pressurc to foree thru the Roosévelt legislative
program, whioh is intonded to provide tho necessary class cgollabora-
tion basis for handling these situations. B, tho scope and propor-
tions of tho presant strike movement threatens to upset their pro=-
gram, As a consgquonce the political strugzle has bacome sharper and
Roosevelt has taken to attacks on the Sypreme fourb, using the strikes
a8 a bludgeon, in an effort to push thru his program, .

In all of these manouvers the GIO jpadors have played the role
of o most Ffaithful lackey to. the administratiof. Thelr policey has
bvagn to strike one part of the industry .at a bime and to settle it
quickly for small concessions. The role of tha NI0 is to rastrain
and chack tho workers Ffrom engaging in strike struggles. Theilr task
is to load the workors into class collaboration with tho bosses oand
thg state machincry established to throtile all nilitant action, )
Very naturally, tharefore, they have put forth daménds which can be
won without a proloengad o¥ sharp strugglae. They have’oarefull¥ avoid-
ed the demand for the closed shop, which would load to real struggles
and mean gigantic vigtories for the Amorican working class, ‘ '

The watchword of the AIO0 is industrial peacdas Leadors like Vgn
Byttner, P hilip Myrray and othors have come out against strikes,
John & Lewis, HamoT Martin and the others babble constantly about
astablishing harmonious rolations with "panagamen " and socuring
"n lasting pence" with industry. One of the MI0 leaflogs in Detroit
gives theiar program as. 2 mere logislativae one-Wagner Ly and other
'bills, 4and tho establishment of peaceful relations with industry.

The Genaral Motors settlomant was pracipitated by this dosire
Tor peaca with tho bosses, 65,000 fhrysler workers are on strike.
11,000 Hudson workers are algso fighting for rccognition as tha solc
bargaining agenoy. Rathor than risk the chances of a general strike
in auto, the 7I0 profors to push its sell-out policy,

Thig confirms what we have always said about the reformists and
labor fakers:they profcr poace with the bosses rather than struggles
~ which can lead to a victory over the capitalist class, The Ggneral
© Motors agreemont is an attempt by Lowis, Martin and Cg. to throttle
‘ ‘ ; ap the "hrysler struggle from sweaping ovor

S IR
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Heomer Martin, UAWL president, put i% vary alear and procise at
tpe conforeonce to ratify th.t agreomont. He said," We must steop this
chaos and restore orfer.”....'We oan't afford to have an organization
that ie constantly on sbrike," ' :

Tife itsol?, howover, is pushing tho working elass far beyond g
this treachorous lina- oven though the workers in the maln are not yet
consainus of it. Hifhland Park Chyysler workers, fpor instance, took
over tha polics duties in all the area gurround ing the plant, Tha pot
of unionism is boiling in Dotroit amd slsowhora: and no sooner is ong

(strike sottled than two othoiws braak out.

Thore is A growing saspicion on the pars of marny workers(gspecis-
ally nfter the General Motors agreament, which is the ronkest 0f sellw
outs) P tho NIO leadership. Tyore is aissatisfaction and a widening
resontmont against their policios, The G.IL apreement is alrealy prow
voking tromendous oritieism. After tho glorious militancy of tho
Fiint, Apdcrson and othor workers, the IO jenders signcd an agrooment
which gives racognition %o the UAWA snly bo tho cibent of its Moo P
ship, has no spocifications rogard inz wages, speod-up, 2and moraly S0t
tiocd tho points of HOW o tako up grievancea nnd saniority. The method
of sottling gricvances is delibaratoly. complicated to make id valug -

losse

~

The agreoment abandons all claims to minimum wages. Goneral Mator
workers, some of whom arc working for 26¢ an hour, must tako up their
claims Pfor wage incrcasas through the rogular grievanco ehannols. They
arc oxpoctcd to "eorrect™ the diffarentials in wages by moraly appoals-
ing to the bossos in the individual plants, Asnd thoy are prohibitod
from striking oxcopt by speeinl pormission of their intecrnational of«
fiecrs, and that only aftor the gricvances have gongc through the rcg=-
alzr channcls- a procoss of at lcast a month, cnough time to brcak

many stout hcarts.

Tha agrcoment whitowashes the filthy policy of Gonoral Motorsy it
diserinination against ncegroos in the south, no provisions for womch
workers execpt that they taka up thoir grievances "through tha rogular
shanncls." Pracisely what G.M.told the union before it went out on

strike!

This settloment is ovon mere rank when ore considcrs that the GI
workars arc still on the upsurge. Tightoen sit-down strikes have ocour

cd in twonty days in the GM plants.

In this whole strike wave the &.F,of L, is playing & secaondary role:
Many unions are seceding from it amd joining the Lewis bandwagon. In
their place, of course, Groen and Co. have been able to recruit thou~
sands of new members on the basis of the prasent strike wave. Possibly
they have recruited many more members than they have lost. 04dly
engugh the Gygen outfit has put forth stronger demandse in most instan-
ces than the ©.I.0., and hava often won the closed shope

The struzsle betwean_the C+1.0. and tha AJF.of L+ has now bacome

=]

muoh sharper, with the Z.1.0. taking steps to form & dual epparatus
in the various cities and states and very likely & new Foderation of
Labor. The bosscs, of course, have not beon slow in taking advantuge
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of this situation, Thoy bave mada appeals to the 4.F. of L. to ste% in-
to the steel industry And form a strong dual outfit against the C.L.0.
unions In Detroit a tussle betwsen the two rival forces is now teking,
place in:the street car unions. In the auto struggles and others the
1.F.of L, is playing a strike-brosking role by demanding separalbe Agree-
ments and organizing separately. . S IR

ek - -

,TheustglinistSVand Sgnialigts, with their Trotsky.and LgvestOﬁﬁ,
talls, are playing thoir miserable tail-end roles,-giving fu l_and
unconditional support to the C.I.O0. iabor fakers, .Tpe Trotskyists
have here and there put a slight left tinge to their remarks on the
Lewis Oﬁtfitﬂ(althoug' G&nnqn‘% "Labor Action" is almost_without
eriticism), but théy have made no attempt to Ffight the C.1.0. leader-
ship, They have ' not exposed a single one of all these maneuvers;they
have nobt issued a single leaflet or written a single article demarcat-
ing themselves from tho C+Lls0. officialdom in POLICY, 'In Stalinist.
fashion thoy have mouthed words about the "progressiveness':of the in-
dustrinl union proposition - without touching to any extent on the
class-collaboration policy of the C.I.04, which because of the dalus-
ions it sows is far more dangerous to bthe working class than-the*Grean

A11 these are the very same forces that lined up th@-labof vobe -
direetly or indircetly - for Roossvelt in the last election. .They are
now following that up by lining up support for the Roosevolt labor
policy. o ) '

The Stalinists descend to ever lower depths. Complete and abject
submisdion to Tewis and company ~ of whom they are now an integral part
What a far ory from the days when Fosber travelled the country and =~ -
wrote books denouncing Lewis as one of the worst labor fakers of alll

A pumber of Stalinists stewards at the Hudson plant and at the
Dodge plant confiscatcd lenflets issued bgnthe Revolution&rg Warkers
;gﬁggg% oa;%%ng-for "A GENERAL STRIXE IN THE AUTO INDUSTRY FOR @HE

ED cHO ‘ :

~ The only class struggle force in the U.AW.A. has been a small
logal of 2,500 members in the fibre section of the Auto Industry -
Local 205, This local has come out for the closed shop, has shown
its labor solidarity by organizing sympathetic picket lines and demon=-
stretions for the Chrysler strikers less than 24 hours after the strike
was called; The few strikes it has led have been militant and have
brought victories, It has taken the lead in fighting the Black Degion
by foreing a number of its mombers out of the plants, and has begun to
‘educate its membership against the National Guard.

This local, 1f it can withstand the gigantic pressure of the vari-
ous political forces nnd the giant’appara%ugrof'thg ‘e '5-;°sho§s prgd
mise of becoming the polarizing foree for a class struggle grouping in
the trade union world - both inside and outside}the,coy.o» I+ would be
false to be over-optimistic about Lpeal 205's possibilities; the oppo-
_sition it faces is exceedingly strong. But firmness and penetration

. of its class struggle line ¢an laad to great rosults. , e
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The Rovolutionary Workers Loague has been acbive far beyond its
¥small numbers in this strike wave. A pumber of its members hold lead-
ing posts _in the union and are doing important work in the Dedge Truck
striks, By the thousand and thousands of leaflets and Pjghting Workers
the RWL ha's distributed it has materially affeabed the ideology of the

Whet is necessary today in the nuto industry is to spread the
st;ike.into a general strike for the closed shop. This has been the
agitntion of the Loague. The auto workers must especially pay atsention
- to striking Ford's. - : |

The working class must be weaned oway fpom the bourgeois ideology
and the no-strike propeganda of the C.L.0. lgadership. emocratically
elocted local strike committee and notional strike committees mast be
put up as well. And the workers must teke the negotiations out of the
hands of the union leadership and vost them in rank and Tile elected
negotiation gommittees.

The working class can prenk through in thase strugsles only if it
 is wezned away Irom putting faith in sly politicians of the Myrphy nnd
Rposevelt stripe; 1T it correctly estimates the strike-breaking role

 of the National uard.

. The strugzles in the auto industry and other industries todag can
. materially advance the working class_on the road to revolution. hose
 who support or fail to attack the 0.I.0. leadership are holding back

 that development.
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