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new, Negrin govarnment nAlCh suceseiod the Caballoro govern-
ments ;s the outeoms of the latoet nhase of the conbinuous gOVG;HmOn~
tal crisis on the LoyalisSt sidce in tho spsnish Civil "ar.. IS5 follow-
¢& Uy a numbor of wocks the govermmontal erisie in $he Jatalan Gon-
cral i ty. ‘

, The gpecific objedtive of this erisis was to climinate 4ho ana-
rono-tyniicalists, left socialists and the trade unioms thay sontrol
Tiom tho h”ufld~wdl nein gov:xnmbnt. This objective waf successfull,”
eécoouiplished. It followsl waoks of mporsceutinm of the ansrcho-
S?ﬂ“Jﬁni~sﬁ all over Loyuzlist spaln, and was-the Cu1m1hm110ﬂ of thu
drive to exelude thom from participaition in the capitalist Popular

it

F'roi'lt 1'\0‘-_, RS ]

On April 24 our rxcprog: ﬂudbthb in Spain scnt us o memordamdun
on the perscoution of thu'f Alcko~byﬂolcu11 t from which wo quoie
Scveial extraces:

"In Bilbao the CNT popsz, Del Horte, wus suspondod by the
Bascne fGoveraummt and the »rint shop turnsd over to tho stalinists,
The Anarchists had %o agnlin 0‘1” i by forea., Thne Basguo GO«uInLJW»
thraw the ainarchists oud of tha sragent oo the Gonerality thra
ths POUM out of the governments lﬂ Buxuuiona. In Bilbao the Reg Lonal
Committee of the CNT were throrn in jall months ago. D 1
Madrjd tne CHNT papaer,- Castilla Libre, has bsen suspended on siviral

ccasionsS. s...... In Valoncila the #FAT pupor, Wosotros, wies roeonily
sugpbﬂdud, CHT mambors Ln this arsa ars in jail ilo Valsncla hoecausa
they shot some Civil Guards who had boon scnt down Go disarm tho
‘Workcrs militial, «

The new government obviously marks o shifit to the right. The
bourgeois press opunly gloats ovex thic fact, “or cxgmolu, Horbert

L. “uuthumk, New York Times cdorruspondsat cabled from Madrid on
ey 16th: "Dﬁulﬂ is now secing tho wnomuly of Communists (s mouns
Stalinists) as wiell G Socialists, -depublicun®, Cttholic Brscuus an

Cavalan luftists supporting “.gov,xﬂnuﬂu vhit undor ordlov.ry Slrcum-
gtances thoy moml& ordinnrily char.ciurise o bourrcolis'.

Cn ilay Ditl, Jlarence K. Strait, anosther Hew York Tires eorros~
pondent cabled Irom Geunevae that "It lv alsce understood thet Velencle
ig pienarad bo go fnrther to the righe %o sctress the democratic

1

chakrneter of 1t povernment and to give gunrantecs nnalingt Sorpatnisn
ll’l \3}‘)0\'11‘1 o e e 600 " . .

v

“f the pogiition oi the

The lotest cabinet orisis. wrose oul ¢ :
bourzeolais on the Tioyclise side in whe Jivil Mar. O Jaly 1o L
the »roleterinn and perzlnd mosses of spaln rose ajzaiust vhe wonel-
chist-faseist norisiny to smash it. slucst in She tvinlkle oi an &y.
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. they advanced on.‘the road to the social revolution. They invaded
almost evexry capitalist property and political right. They took |
over the administration and execution of many of the political, ecof
omic ‘and social functions of capitalist society from which the
nourgeoisie all over the world strive to ezclude them. In their
enthusiasm and awakened class consciousness they created smbryonic |
organs of dual power in the form of the Anti-Pascist Committces. In |
sconomy and politics they initiated the first stages of dual power.

‘Obviously such a'situation could be resolved in one of only two

- wWaYyS. Blther the proletariat would widen the sphere of its activity

finally rosolving the dual powsr by overthrowing the bourgéois state
and property relations: or the bourgeoisio would recomnsolidate its

rule and liquidate the advances made by thoe masscs.

Or to put it another way, the outcome of this duality in the

- rulsrship of society would determine whether the struggle against
gountecr~revolution or a struggle fought in the inlerests of hostile

capitalist interests in spain and through them, bocausc of thoelir _

subordination to foreign imperialist powers, of conflicting imperi~

alist interests,

A Belshevik party would have nads the first ouvfcume 1iknly
was the one ossential zonditior for succossful proletarian rov:
tioi. which was missing in the situation. Its abscnce enabled the
bourgeoisie to remain at the head of socisty and, after weathering

© the sitorw to reconsolidate its rule. It is possible t6 indicate
- its stages. o -

[
RieY

The new Negrin government is, seen in this light, the latest
stage in this recomnsolidation. Prom July through September the
@oclal revolution despite the best efforts of the Socialists and
Stalinists to confine it to the bourgéois democratic revolution
*ose to its highest peak. Prom October to January the embryonic
~organs of dual power were liquidated and the first siage of recon-

solidation was carried through. For this purpose the POUN =nd +ne f
ONT, the organizations to the left of the docialists and 8%uiinisu*.
vwere called inmto the government. INin's signature, among others,
was affixed to the decrec abolishing the Anti-Pascist Comuitbecs.

When thesu organizations had played the role which the bourzu-

oisic assigned to them the bourgeoisie achieved its first decigivs
advantage over ths social revolution. The probler for thae Hourssoi
8lc at this point was to get rid of these loft orgunizations. Tho
POUM was uncoremoniously kicked out of the Catalan government. The
anarcho-syndicalists wero a more formidable enemy because of wheir
greater size and fighting spirit. Dheir cjoction took mors ihan
tour months., The task of discumburrossing its 1¢ft scrvitors ves

L
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%ﬁ?;agte?ﬂtO thoy left socialists ~ the Caballero government. 7hen
nSl 32?%¢1~?&m601&t13 flunkey discharged his task, he was romoved
a8 unmeeremously as the POUM and with ae 1itvtle gratitude.

been Sﬁirﬁgigdsgigfbln ?getrgeogso}iéaﬁgomhof bourgeois rauls has
ove Tomant . - anis the right socialists in the form of the Negrin

gﬂ nuenst, This can be seen @gain from the alms of this government
85 reported in the press. Mutthsws in the dispatcia alrsady guobed
has the following o say in explaining why"Communists as w21l o
Socialists, Republicans, Catholic Basques snd Catalen Toftint:
support the bourgsois Negrin govermmont: "The simple axplanaiion is
tn?t,'f“:*,this government .... intends to usc an izon hund Lo
maintain internal order..... By so doing, tho govermmoens hopcs to
win the sympathy of the two democrocics that mean most So Spain -

, Gregt'Britain and Prance -~ and %o rctain tho suppoxrt of the notion
that has been most helpful - Russial, :

v The, Daily Worker of May 20th makes it even cloarer and moro
concreto, G Marion cabled from Madrid on May 19th: "Ono major
wealmess of this previous government was a flabby policy of maine
tenance of public order. As a matier of fact, tho failure to ro-
pross severoly the attompted uprising against the govornment, ro-
Sulting in heavy bloodshoed in Catalonia, was the immediata causc of
the government crisis. Therc nsed be no hesitation row in predict~
ing. that the Trotskyist Barceloma organ, Da Batalla. will be 811y
ressed and drastic punitive measures taken swains®t Mrobtsiyish 2P0Tile
For & long time the maintenance of a thinly veiield nolioy of 2olow
tage of the orders of the central goveramsrt has hasn tnlerated by
the government itself. The termination of this poliey of itoterenc:
will permit the wiping out of illegitimate rovimg and raving wiliti
columns, the collection of arms desbined for the aragon front, and
the incorporation of the Gatalan industrial apparatus into tha
natidnal war industrys v

-

Rrom thesea feporﬁs we See that the tasks anmtrusied o thi

S
governmont by the bourgeoisie is to cakyy through the suppression

o
of tho conbrol by the woxkexs ovex tho armed forecs which thoy
raiscd and cguipped and scnt into the fiold against Frango-ihiola;
and contralization of military authority inm the Dbourgcols governmd:

‘Phe attompt to supprzss tho workors putrolles yofurxred to by
the Stalinists as "illegitimate roving end raviag milivia columnsg”
Pprecipitated the reeomt ovenis in futulonle. In this suppritslion
“he bourgeoisic attompted to mark a Guelsive advencs in bne di¢nides
tion of the situation creatsd during tho summcer of 1926, The 208ifmm
tance of the CNT and POUM runl: and file leaves thousands ol worlkeIS
with the means of settling the issue in thelr owvm interssis, provided,
of course, o revolutionary lezdarshlp is crested.

Incidentglly %he Daily “orxkar suatewent that the greation of
the Negrin government makses poseible "Ghe gollsetion of axms cestined
for the sragon front' supporvs wvhe charge mide by che POUE 4na ochers

i
¥
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that arms were deliberately withheld from them in order to £9Ice
them to submit b The policy amd authority of Madrid-valencld.

The emphasis placsd on the intention of the Negrin governmgnﬁ
40 maintain what is celled internal order with an iron hsud, %ng;uh
bloody Suppression of the POUM and ONT workers shows clearly that
the bourscoisie im Loyalist opain are moving in the directlon of
open capitalist dietatorship. Phis i inevitable, The Civil T8I
demonstrates that the era of bourgeois demociscy in Spain 18 decd.

The Negrin government is trying to disguise its real charﬁcteré
and significance by pretending to be & parliamentary regime anc
promising the carly convocation of the Cortes, which, a8 iar as
having any influcnce over events is concsrned, 18 a8 dead as;nhc dod
The Associatsd Press .xeported on May 18th that government 1e§acrs
M e...pointcd espeeially to tho Cabinct's announcemant that it
would meintain closest contdet with parliamcnt and uphold parlidmen
tary institutions. Fricnds of whe ncw Promicr said tho changs mean
that conduct of the war atainst the insurgents has beon taken from
the hands of labor organizations snd rosbored to 'normal' parlia-
mentary leaders". This is dust in tho eyes to fool -the woIXksIs. Th
roel character of this govornment is significd by its intuntion to

Cmaeintain intornal ordory and make 1tsali'abcuptable‘toABf;ul?h;fnﬁ
Bromch Tmyperialism and the trustans of thoir intorests, stalinism.

In throwing ovaer Caballero and Supplanting 1t with Hugrin
the bourgeoisic.mads wsc oi thoosialiniste. The stalinists wire Th
moving force in ousting tho Caballiro govurnmaent. They foughv Opon-
1y for a right Socialist governmont against the 1uft Soglallibvs,. By
what token; in whoss intorusts did the Stelinisis prosume to,§h%ft

“tho political axis of the bounrzcois govsrnment? Obviously not in
the inturests of the worksrs but om the contrary against thelr vital
noed to overthrow capitalism und dostroy forever, in Spain, ©he ‘
influoncc and organization of The sociaulists and Stalinists 2like.

The real character of the dtalinist policy can be sSeen when 1t
is recalled that at the time they were deciding the fate of the
Spanish government against the overwhelmming majority of the Spanish |
Socialist Paxty who followed Caballero they were pressing the ’
Socialist Party of france to consumaie organic unity with them. How
was it possible to oppose the socialists in spain without risking
injury to their suit in Jfrance?

Because in both cases they were serving french imperialism, In
France they are pushing for orgznic univy on the basis of support

of the capitalist government snd its bourzeois democintic forw, In
Spain they were fighting Vo consolidats the bourgeolis Zoveinimsnt
agaiast the possibllity of armel opmosition to it My vhe -orkers,
Bhortly after performing this scrviee to the bonrzsolsic thoy gslaced]

LY oven morc im tholr debi by assicting 1o to suppr.ss thi insurisc-
tion in Bareclona a8 Iepoit.d DY .onr comrad.s Ghilu.

} patd
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Ths consolidation of the bouxzeols rogime is in thoe intorost of
the sSpanish bouriy.oisis as & whole, including the Franco-lola forcus.
But as betwesn th two sides of thoe Civil War it strengthens the
Loyalist bourguois side against Franco-iola. In the sams way it is
in the intorcst of world imperialism in its strugglc agains®t prole-

 barian rovolution. But obviously it ssrves bost thu intorosts of
anglo~-French imperialism which dominats Ghe Loyalist bourgeoigic,in
tleir “brupgle against the atbempis of Gexman and Italian imperisl-
ism to weaken and destroy British conitrol of the western Mediterran-
ean ané the line of communication between France and her sfrican
colonies,

Following hard upon the heels of the Negrin government came
the wrcposel of British imyeri&lism for o truce in the Civil “ar,
The press is trying to make it appsar that Britain out of haw.ni iar.
ian and }“Glfl? intentions wants to prevent a verld wer Ty bringing
the Spanish Civil War to an end. The truth 18 somswhas & fieiant,
Britain's erhief soncern iw Spain i3 to Asfend hey contesh of Ghe
MeditGeirsacar ond her egonomiec iritevesds. 3La coafrencs “we nain
enemics. The opnressed workars and peasuntis, her shict encmy, and
Guiman aend I-u1¢ ol impexiali:w mhinch are ﬂl;catively niaring thae
gam~ of Amoerican imperialism by athacking and woakuning the British

mliga.

i:S'
%]

Britain's task is complicated. The complicated situation makes
a complicated solution necessary. The condolidation of the bourge-
0ois regime helps Britain against the proletariat. Buvt i1i 1us valne
ig not to become a source of defeat for Britain 1t cannot result®
naradoxically enough, in the crushing defeat of Pranco-iloia. 40T
that would wake necessary the widest and intensest activiity on the
part of tae oawrmsgea m2sses vho would once more push forward om
~the road %o sozial revolution, thus thrsatening to set ths woxld
working cl““s &}1 23

With the working cluss hitched to the bourgeois state the way
is clearer For Hritain to atiempt @ compryomise botwesn thy wurring
camps of the bourgeoisic om torms whickh mightd make soms coacsasions
to her imp srislist rivals buk would Lesve indict hon shYatigie 2d-
vantag.s dnd pOlLGIGdL heguomony in Sp2ia.  Poage withens Tichory fo.
the working class is the peecy fox Whlch Br;:&in is mazll RECICRsLY
without victory. In dpain they call it the cmbrace of

Thz NFgIlﬁ govirnment is a4 8Hecp in ithe dircotion of
‘It is not & stable regiue. It will be followsd by othsrs. IE o
Cimporialists and tho dusaish “ouwﬁ,01»1ﬂ have thulr wuwy the right-
S Bociallets will ke succsodid by othusy bourgools ssivitors shuuding
forthsy to th: righo. I ths sorking cluss wakes 1wg forxas ule in
8 ovn iniorusts bths Howrg.oisii may find it cxp.diont vo uzccutbe
ghift So the lcfée IL 10 dous it vwill Dbe mud vih open Irms Dy
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the left flunk ofs opportunism, During ths Jatalan crisis i POUL
proposcd a solutlon including its roontry indo ths 8 vurnm»nt.

_ If ths offorts to ercute & rovolutionary party in Spain arc
succossful thon thc gnﬁir bourgeois rogims in cconomy end politics
can bs roplaced ay 2 prolztazricen d1cbaLOIbth and thoe Civil "X
cgn b3 brought %o =2 clo»u in Gho intorssts of the working eluss.
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THD ARED INSUR{ICITON OF MAY 3-7%h in BARCEZLONA

- { The following is & brief preliminary revort from Barcelona. 1In
the next issue we will publish a mors detailed analysis. The ax-

; traori1nary 1mportance 0of the material and the fsct that the capi-
- talist and labor press hdve combined %to conceal the real characterx

of the events which convulsed loyalist Spain from May % to 7th make
- this document the only availgble repoxt of what took place, '

I%s brevity, however, contzins a wealth of political information
and analysis, which it will pay the reader well to study closely in
- the light of the theoretical material previously published by the
~Tieague on the Spanish Civil Var. Te have here indisputable prooi of
- the correctness of the analysis and line made by the League,)

ggzcelona, May 8, 1937.

- Herewith is a brief report on the armed insurrection on May
- 3-8,

? l, The armed clashes in different parts of Catalonia priof to the
a‘armed insurrection in Barcelona c«tarting Monday, May 3, was kepw
- gecret from the class by all organizations. The CNT and POUM only

! hinted at these clashes betwesn the 3talinist~socialist and "lelt
 _bcnguo1o1c against ths local CNT and FOUM and workers, Sein

L The CNT and POUM lsadexrships failsd bto: 1. present tho facts;
'.2' warn tho workers:; 3. oxplain and propare the class. On the con-

trary they did overything possible to -pacify the workers. The NIN
~gonvsntion &ocumvntq donicd that an armcd ;nsarruetlon mas ahcaa. ‘

2. The - CNT: and the POUN 1ca&orahip fziled to hold a May Day acmﬂn~'
stration in Barcelona although tho bourgcoib statu vas aania know-
;ng what such a &emonstration woald Loans

%,  In spite of these sc tbacks the armed inB&IluCtlon startod

~ from bolow by the rank and filc ONT and DOUM momhors on Monday, May
- B3¥d when the bourgeoisiu tricd to oust the CNT from control of iha
“4glcphone building. This happined sboub 4FY on the 3rd, By nlwhte

fall barricades were sry.cbed all over BuYeclona and its suburbs.
411 with arms were on the burrxicadus. Thors wus no organized

cadsrship. . The Monday night iscus of Dolidasridad Obr@ra, cNe
glonal Jommitbee paper came out and t0ld tho worksrs o abandon
¢ Btroets. Every issusz of the Dollﬁgrl&d& added moze such hacrdy~

¥ zctions each day.~
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The anday'nlght issue of La ; auuala game’ out in support of the
-armed insunrrection but~callea for a solution WITHIN the framework of
" the Generallty.: The POUM - dld not undexrstand that lt was a social revo
lution mgainst the bourg801v ate, that dual power Wnd the sufa&ble_
fox full power wab on the order of the de. ’

4. The forees of the Generﬁllty, of the ex PlOluefS state were the
“armed guards, Civil and As bault and the PSUC  the anltea allnlst—

Soclall ] Earuy.

For the first time in hlstory in Europe xe have a clear cat €X~
ample of the Stalinists openly supporting the bourgeois sba+e sgains
an armed ‘insuryection of the proletariat,

" Yherems the regional committec of the ONT opsnly betrayud the
WorXkers the POUM- oenur1st line es 21l ceucrlut 11nes bbcamv FEA0 I 0T
% nh EION.

5.,  All of the workers! sections of Barcelona and suburbs were iz the
hands of the armed workersi The Governmeni and the S%alinist controled
the Government Palsace, Banks, Plaza Catalonia, Staliaist buildings,etes
.~ The small navy vas fIandly t6 the workers. The Lountain ZJarmon

and fort guarding the port were in the hands of the workers. Several

Civil Guard barricades lsid down &I¥ms and surrendered without a shob.
The bourgeois forces were hemmed in in the middle of +the city, out oif
from sapplies but haa the radios, etc.

6. No Marzian Eaxty; The DXlendb of Duruttl mas the best 1eft organi
zation, but naturelly fell short. It opposed “the GNT reulequl “eommith
The Barcalensa uommlmtuu of the CNT opposed the Regional Commiiies:
gnd tcld the wovkevs 1o stay on the barricades. TLater they cay situlate
4 Toe ranlk and file of Lhe CNT ané BOTN were the be
,1eaqcr6319 was the tho vorqt 00881ible, although therc i
bpumocn Tthe ONT and POU& ag plbssnt@d-abovn

7 buempt nade cach day to Orﬁaﬂlau Contral Committec of reprosontax
tives of B@rrica&u Commltuees a8 Provisiconal Commitfec to call and or-.
genizo Yorkers Gcaneils, . ‘ |

‘ﬁai¢cc MQL 8v., Failed Tussday. Sncoc.ded Teénceday., 3ut by thi

time poge the top rade it a s8till birth,
B r_T u &Q”‘ vaﬁing‘za attala joincd the omm pancy in btolling wrrii
. %o lca V“ﬁLh worricacnrs. Sibustion vas still fevorabdla. Thursday ol
all barricades were mannsd prop.rly, sShowing that the workors 51 i

TOUM and CHT 4id not obsy thair leaders.
_7' 'fﬁlliaﬂJ mornln ~the wock of beuruywls from thu S0P broks the mavy
41“1‘*:‘,};;: SR ‘ o R
FEE 1 oh nig ghi the moxkvrm R3IY O nola1u~ ont aach mornin; the CHT |
$01d thém to lsave the. barzicades wnd 70 D= ; b0 work. ach day whis
demoraliged the ranks. 3Dy Thursday toac rOUmfjoinad thoe GNL rith vhoe
same Slogsns, 3By Jriday they succzsd 4 in zatiing the workers buck

=
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Bach day thc demoralization in the workers' ranks was tollowed
by a further consolidation and cxtonsion of the bourgcois forees.

Saturdey the bourgeoisie sent groups of armed guards with figed
bayonets through the woikers neighborhoods to inspect, to check.

IBSSONS OF THE ARMED INSURRBCTION

a

Positive’ onﬁ%orkers Bide:

1: Line of demarcation between the loyalist bourgecisie and the
proletariat was very clear, On bthe bourgeois side the loyalist
bourgeois, the Stalinists, Socialists, ONT Regional Commitiee, POUM
as an organization, tail of the right wing anarchists. On the
Workers side: the rank and file of the CNT and POUM, Friends of
Durruti as an organization., 4 few Trotskyites were with us.

‘2. Line of demarcation between leaders and members in two left ant.-
| fescist organizations, CNT and POUM was clearly drawn. 3Splits are
1nevitab1e. )

3. It was clearly seen that the Generality is a bourgecis gevein-
ment and not a workers government. The Peoples Eront “Government

.was exposed to mssses of workers,
4, The Stalinists were exposed 88 open counter-xevolutionists.

6. Armod insurrection is necdcd to bake power. The capitul isnth
state must be smashed., More workocrs learncd this losscuy.

6., Irionds of Durutti was the "bost" organization. Bul no Marxian
«:jorganizaﬁion existed., Need to work among Friends of Duruttl workors.

7. After the event the workers have more arms in hand than hofoxoe.
8, Suvction of the bourgeois armed force wos disarmed without battle.

- Negative factors:

1. Tithout leadership the fight was ontirecly ~DDUINSIVE. It vas
not transformed into a countcr-offensive, although the objective
~ conu1u1on for this oxisted.

2. No now positions wore conqaorcd by the morkbxs.
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4, Although attempts were made to build one there vas nc central
- leadexshin,

poited about 200 killed on both sides, A report om the Fadio two

8. sailure to forsse the armed clash and preparc for it.

‘1, Thosc who opposc Ghe ovorihrow of the Genorality, the cxploeite

‘Uolfse of the Communist Party (Opposition),Lovestoneites, who had

~and ignorance of the raversal-of the mosition of the POV, He cOY

~ within the {ramework oi the Ostelan Gonorality. Dhc Tousug has

g, The clasy engmy was allowed 1o hold the Tress znd Radio vhick
could have beern “taken from Phem. (CNT paper and others vwere burned
on the barricades,)

S5« Many of the best wilitanis were killsd. Saturday La 3aviala r

doys before said 600 had been killed on both sides, The vorkars
killed the UGT leader who had jast been appointed to the new
Gensrallty government.

» There was no adéquaté'liﬁarataraAand propaganda for workers
nterest during the struggle. -The'best leaflet was distribuied by
Frionds of Durutti. Thoy failsd, oo, o

7. Tailors to adeguately spread the movement to the rost ol Custo-
lonia and spain and to inform the world workers by Aadio.

¢ fundamental thoofutical lessons din addition o the above
e Lo gy e o y vhe e [ . ) - - .
that must be presentsd fo the class, arc:

-giaﬁe are paving the vay for Fascism. The cnemy says the onmosit

%« & victorious revolution will have o .dcfced Teperielist intur-

vcﬁticﬂ.~ The fakcrs say we muast not bake pover bcecausc Valineia

Great Britain smd Pranco will send warshive, Yo say that ve must

feke power to oxtond the revolution o thosc comnirics.
s A oo e s ok o o

'On,Thafsd&y,,May'Zﬁ; &t 8 public meeting in New York City, RBertra

just returned from 3pain, came ont for o oport of -the Megrin Govt.
condemnation of the "elass betrayal™ of the Communist Party and f
Support of the POUM which he s5aid had "a Communist program, Mo
discussion was allowed; guestions wers permitied. A member of.th
RUL asked Volfe several questions based on 4he forexoing report,

his summary Tolfe denied that an insurrsction had “aken plice,
claimed ignorance of the position of the CNT on the ovents descri

firmed the fact that the POUM called for a Salution of the sitnd

challenged the CP0 to a lebute,
: . : B R e T (T R A S
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THE WAGNTR LABOR 4ACT -
rdaa

The leaders of the organized labor movement have hailed the
Vagner Bill since the N.Y, Senators and Massachusetts Representative
presented it to their respective houses of Congress. Both Wm.Green
and John L. Lewis are lyrical in their praise for this New Deal
measure which has been deklarsd comstitutional by a vote of b 1o 4

- of the Supreme Court. Roth Dan Tobin, the strike breaker of iinnea-~
polis end Homer Martin, the misleader of Detroit; - both Hillman and
Dubinsky, to say nothing of the Nommunist Party have hailed this
"liberal -measure” as a deadly weapon against the open shoppers of
Wall St., the Liberty Iesgue, sbte., This is not the first time thatl
this crew of Labor leaders have displayed enthusiasm for measures
which have left the working clags in the luxch,

The Wagnor 4Act, as every ome knows, is & development of ﬁhe‘
© policy and practices of the New Deal idministration in dealing with
~ Labor problems. The following quotation is from an analysis of the
proceedings of the 3enate Committes on Bducation and Labor in i S
investigation of the Wagner Bill, reprinted from the American ifedui-
ationist, 1925, and entitled "labors Charter of Rights".

"This bill has been branded radical by some and ultra consorva~
tive by others, but every one of thess principles has been sanction~
od by a lohg train of Laws bf Comgrcss, It has been called inoppor-
tune and hasty. But iy it not time to act upon the ominous indus-
trial disturbances of last summexr, when blood ran freely in the ‘
streets and martial law in the offipg? I3 IT NOT TIME I NOIE THAT

- DURING THE LAsT HALF OF 19%4 AND THE FIRST MONTH OF THIS YEAR ATMOST
- THREE QUARTZRS OF A MILLION WORKERS THRE JENT BACK 70 THEIR JOBS
OR XKEPT PROM INAVING THEM BY THE FATIONAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD AND
ITS REGIONAL AGENCIES?Y (Qur emphasis). .

The Wagner Act aims to prevent strikes ox when this takes place
to get the workers back to the Jjob. The agency to do the trick is
the National Labor Relbtions Boaxd. ThiS Board has been able to
gtave off a great many strikes by its mediation and arbitration nro~
ceedure which soft soaps the workers and either gives them nothing
at all or far lest than they can win by straight working clasgs zctim.
Now that the Board has been constitutionalized so to speak, it will
be even rore sffcctive.

The policy of the New Deal, »of course, is not to provoke work-
ing class uction against bad conditions, noxr to improve those con~
ditions., The capitelis?t strie cxiets for the purpose of suppressin.
orking clsss action. The policy of the Rosevelt govermnent dosd
ov aim to improve the workurs lot bucouse it is impossible to co € o

« M D A St manwant . Rangnawnsl els Taoviaasnada o
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teennlvue has tevnded to divish the nged for the shillsd

into tho fors the mess strike of thousands of TOrROYE awpenially
in lax“u and b hasic. lndustrlyu, puen g strike i 3 rsvolt of tho
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Conditions todny are umot the same as in the
iull dinner pail, Already, during the "normaloy"
and OOILJEL indostry. went thru o remarkable ¢
elizution hi“h had e trumunAouﬁ haet ugon Yo

o

This is b@st indicnfed by the following quotgtiOﬁ:

"Thile from th%.dalht of-xicw, of ﬂurmxxom, leﬁuiﬁh!x “nﬁred

50’ he beoumlnv es8 serious, the %v*rgwe nuishey of ‘or”“ Lved
in sech dispute sesms t0.0e increaring. In 1975, ihe
ber of workers involved in samah dispute as B0 g CQfﬁ

in 1931 - a gain of about 7. In 1954, the number OfIP
invoived in dispubss jumped wo ww7.v ,LA,DI and Lhe Neo

; Fublia Effﬂif Sommities, Nationel EL@bN
agaington, D.U.

Tidh the stesl, auto and senmens Strilkss, Lha Sva
Gispuie mist have gone up considerably. The rationelins:

labor aristocrat, That, plus the increnes in expluitation, cniuel
ally throogh ths drvac :d speed up, which nakes the mass of workors
desperate for & chengu, pushus the old strike of a fov woriers ia
& ciaft more and more iﬂ$6;thc limho of history and hrings woro

o

most. OQﬁlGoubd ang Irawgh with thao gruatest denger to ths
isie,

e
Q
o

Tho d&n"er is lnu,akua Ty

[

isie have notb succeeded in perf ng o
breaklng foree on & par wita th .a ﬂi
Civil Guard, Wobile ﬂuaxd; Vtc.‘ i
gnvcxnmﬁnt in breaking large

a force conhlthng mainly

qot the Ameriaos
“ !-L .oi) ‘37‘!.“1

e
be IR

h

e

Jl fra ,.'lu‘ & oand
2y uSed mostly

ha Haticual Gudrd

3
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. The 01d method. of olwbu collaboration no 1onqnm mgety ke oo
regnirements of the capiialists, vemi skilled ond wunskillsa work
efu, raady for struggle, vhowe only strength lies in 9nu1x e Be

aghlon connot be kept ~ithin the "woritnershin of cuaplorl znd 1abo
e Fev Denlors wiil

bhu Gl&ubi‘oljﬁQDYleOd
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he great mass Py o . - : 78
‘T Akgr:u: ¢3°f,9? dlblﬁh@Ii@@d, tortured proletarians can have
?OU;lQé hut undgFing hatred fox the boss and all his dirsct agentis:
e Y . . ~ - Pk : a1
h%ngsh, m&gagers down to ghe Toxman and straw boas, who stand ovel
-%m o sec that every neXve, Svely drop of blood is cxpoended oun Th.
ling, whf are vigilant that no poass, Yolaxation, no broath of alr
ihgll ﬁa&? away from the boss vhe minontost unit of surplus valuo.
Those workers camnot trust their bosses. In order o pruvent thom
from smashing the blessed "partuership of capital and lahox" they
?;Sb‘g? s hown §% ageney which appeays neutral., That can be ouly
;_e 3tate and its agencies: the srbitrutors, the Labor Relations

. oy ome D e ceem d . PR ) . . L T 1 4. X h N
?O&fdu, uEa smiling wnd ingratiating Fresident oxr Governoxr. Thatl
is the method employed by +the New Dezl Administration with its
N
t

ot ERE [ e . . . > -
Section 7A,its NLRB, its kept trade unionists, the lewises and the

Y

lartins and now the Tagner Iabox ict.

Yet, there are meny capitalists vho oppose the New Deal in
general and the Wagner Act in particnlar, These do not make up the
entire capitalist class, altho the New Deal demegogues &nd thellr

’

satelites in the 1labor movement have succesded iz making 1t appear
..t’ .

i
521 vay to the masses. “hen oms looks into the reports of tae
Wational Association of Manufactursrs, the Chawber of Commerce, and
the Tiberty League, one is presented with & darl picturs of the red
(and sometines Foseist) machinavions of the Roossvelt regimo. The
purmosz of the Magnur sot and scetion 74 beiore it, sccording of
the propaganda of those capitalists, is the provocatlon of 1nrge
and hloody strikes which —wonld irrevoeably tear asunfer 1iDoX from
capital and lsave dovastation in tholy wake,

But both the frank statomonts of ths New Doalsrs and their
actions rofute any such notion that the New Deal and the Tagnay Lot
¥ . . . -, - 4% -

in cither intent or rssult meunt mory 13boy troubkles. On uad
contrary! Vhat is more, those capitalists cartainly ¥now bHobivra
wosevelt is merely the political azent of one group of e italist

’

whose interests confliet with their owvm. But these conflicting

RO, RS . s [T RN e oy N Sy y TR - L
intsrests con alvays be compromisad when & common Snemy threnushy

such as a foreign isperialisi power or & ssrious threat ifrom tThe
clese enemy, bthe proledariait. In past ilssues this publicatlon b
Geslt in detail with the titaric siruggle between the Morzan and
Rockefeller groups of imparialists. The siruggle over the “agnsi
Lot ond mediation boards is part of this general wirugile. The

oxganized oprosition to the Hew Deel comes Trom the llorz2n ZYXONJ.
The Tiberty Leasgae is chnragterisiic of This oppyosition. The
Loizen~DuPont Geneiol 10TOLH Gorjoration wstuted whis cébe Tor T
eaploalict bloc inva gtoabonane of GHOTs hasic woliciss concernin

suguet 10, 1804,

o g . .l 2 - s L W [, s 1 i ey = 1,
its relstions with f.ogtary swployess™ on



t_ufe husinssu
Lt w!nul& exniusyg

of enployer-
."emplovee relatlonb ﬁhich may rlme, it on nwot agree to £abiit %o
carbitration vhich is a sarrender by both to the auttority of an

£y 0
A D
'

L
outside agency any HQ]MU 2% issne vwhere-compromise il
‘U the long teym interest of the business and thsreiore

}!maas of thb emplogend thenzelves.”

. Behlaﬂ ﬁhls talx,'i$ uhu fJ”L that the Rockefellor :
rre&entlng most closely the intsrsstb. of the Cﬁ&{hﬁﬁlﬁ; sloss o
"whole has suces ﬂcd ‘in-entrenching

itself irn ths asoarasis on
Federal Government, The -Morgon aroap, though in ths ond, iv o
;dCGVPt it, fears thc utiun&&hwﬂlﬁg of “this appurzutus wnd ilts xe
in the sconomy ¢ and ooTLuLcs ot the n&mion. &8 he dedoral bar
‘?QOV gains in power, the HMoxgun int.r.osts cre hit for the bon
of its rivals. -~ The arbitration %ﬂ 13" QIM‘,ALu ciothisg buroeris)
Uhet 18 more, whon, with thc aid of lutor shuius the donier tiut

“the clagss enemy will. get outsof hunf iv less, the wrbitration :
‘bo&rds can take auvwmmuwe of sbrikes %o harass the inrian intsrests
'Ehlu antually ﬂld ha)aen in the G.Li. strike,

‘ Thut doés,ﬁot mean that the nelietors, in oider o ;e 13W Q
rival ] ntﬂrwuf will vo]aauarxlv hand & sphstantial victory e
strikers. The leoperd doss no’ change its spots. “he jrninm
theory tbat“%he‘ stete con Ve nothing bhut the agent of the Lourueol

sie 86ill holds, Tt is suicidal for the bosses o pernit the e

3

&

Cleteriad tol ea&ﬁerch iveelf for whatever retsoma in such critical
“pexriod. for. ce pitalism, . In. the G - strike, vhile hituing the cor-

_poration, the‘axbltruuork end HOverunox Muruam 837 o it that the
workers “hof ' b one mala nlO“f‘“It;i5553111 true thei 211 cork

""f"'e.t. Q@Il C«t:LJ:

: Eut ib chg“n blﬂe 1%'1& aomyzu-xction; A 4oor muast be 18
“aOpenviorz cetreat from vh”lIUQOo;inH\DiHQ-}CﬁitiOﬁ to nrbitzation
-boards, Thus in. the same & M Statsmant we find the foilowing
o hat doss nou'ln ony. omGan thet lmoortisil or jndiciol ok
ivwns h@ve no ylwgv,lu ﬂell otive oarualniﬂg. On Tho ¢0ﬁtzﬁx§, co

trovertlal questions of fact, 'buu‘ 58 digerimin hte!
cueotiong of 3dy offs, mwy ;x 14JU7V bl TOLis B Silegeld
sufw] yd thro an’ lmﬁalﬁlul LOm”vu,ﬂL at fin: x;zlxu
“tho coafidenes of holh ElO' e In okLux if Jate R’
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_'Labor and the New Desl”,(Nov. 1954,Prblic affairs Commities)
h2d the folloving to say: o

wathiziﬁéJEnS l9§5 apo? the+IHﬁI§T§NT demand o? labor and its sym-
pathiz uongXeb§ adoyt?d the Nutional Labor Reletions Lct, spon~
ugle&‘by Senator Roberv ¥F.Tagner of N.Y. and Rep. “m. C.Connery
o;nmausachusetts. This law created a National Tabor Relations
§9ard of three neutral mewbers, reiterabed the guasrantee oi collec~
bive bargaining that hed been writien into the N but went much
further by specificelly providing ageinst intsrference by an em-
plgygr in the self orgenizsiion of his employees. This vas fone by
¥riting into the lav —hat are rsferrsé to as unfeir labor practices.
%n employer under section 8 of the iet is prevented from coercing
his employees in their right to self orpanization, from contribut-
ing financially to any labor orgeniszation, from discrimination
ains® union members in hizing or tenure of employment, from dis-
charzing an employee because he has filed charges under the sot
end from refusing to bargain collectively with his employezes.”

Part of the beauty of The Wagner Act then, is that it "gives
more" +to the workers, (which means that) the Board can be wmore
eifective by talking the workers out of "specifically providing™
againat the bosses! interference with its own forces, for ii
company unions are outlawed by the “agner fet, what is the necessily
for the proletarizt to outlar company unions by poverful orgsanizi~
ﬁiog and militant action will be the zessoning of thousunds of
voxkers,

On the ifsce of it the employer is forced to bargain collecti~
vely with his employses, o rccoznize the right of the oxrganized
majority to bergain for all the workers in a plent, This has al-
rerdy been intorpreted by coprts Yo muan thaw the workors cannotb
g0 on strike before a vota 1s takon. Witness the shoe strike in
li#inc.

Phe "Doelaration of Poliey™ of the Board says:

nSeetion 7A of tho NBA has failed to achicve 1ts basic PUTDOS L
- of proteeting the workixs right to organize and bargein gollecy-
ively, frce irom the enpLoycx’s intcrferings ~- mainly boeaase the
Ltotute 4id not nrovids for the mcohindly nocoSsiLY to cnfored
thege rights. \

nnhe old National Iebor Roald crevted under Txecutive oxder of
the Treuident has no statubory porels and could zev merely 28 a
concilistory sgency. The NI.B which succeeted the cld Boarg in
19%4 wae given only & semhlince of nov2x unéexr joind Hesoluvion
4% of the 74th Congress. This Resolutionm rushed thiu bath houses
oi Congress in the 1aut rinube of the sesciomn, left the NI A3 gzah—
ous power to enforce the collective barzoining provisions of the

lav,”
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Torkers till aqﬁer the inflonence of Roosevelt'™s demagoyy
could say to the representatives of the 3oard: "You fellovs are
QK; you're vwith us, but what about the boss? He can tell you to
go to hell, we'd better strike.,"” But the Taegner Lct has fixel
that; it has the powsr to decide @nd to enforce its decisions on
the gquestion of m&joxity resresentavion. It has the powsX to foxrce
she taking of a vots, ¥hat is mors, it is left to the Board to is-
cide the aQJIOQIchb unlt %0 be pollsd; craft, »lant or inductiy.
Tremendous povwexr this. : : -

‘ But thers is a jokor. "Suppose, writes the Tilme maznzsine on
April 26, 1937, "an employor -consents to go thru thHe nmetions of
colls ctlva bu15u1ﬁln but ssys NO $o0 svery union propossl ond cffwr

1o counter-proposal of his own'. (Timo cmphesis)

K

The rcﬂly tc that wes writitun in advonce in the "orcrs of
Senate Comnittcs on Bducetion and Iabor Dispulus Bill, Muy 1,1905:

Y

"Prudence forbids sny attempt by ths Goveramend o rerove all
the caunses ol labor dispuiss. Dispubtes about ?tpcd, hoars ot vark,
and other working conditions should continue to be resolved by the
play of competitive forces s¢ fur 2s the jprovisions of eixvaw of
feir competition are not controllinz.  This Bill in o reoyoci re~
gulates or even provides for supervision of rues or hours ot Jo0es
ib @SEUDll sho any form of compulsory arhitration®

r"‘hi” , then is the Iaxna Charte of Iabor. Ite puryose is G0
pexpetuate frauds apcn the proletvariat. IV does wnot even vieuvena
to offer gusrantees on vwames and hours or Union recosmitiocn. I0
"forces" the employer to bargain collectively with his emnlnyees,
lega, it drranges it so that during the seuson, -or when the workae
are svrong, on the upswing, they +ill ba ia ;;a sut of ;ﬁigﬁ il
svrike in Lutulﬂ fox the cuestionable right to sit down at a wanls
- and talk, DThen, when the vorkers are disoriented and ua“ord¢iz&¢,
~when ths sezson is over they will azain find themsalves in thae oo
poition as before and the ax mx] b2 upplied freely.

~ But this is only the bswinniwg‘ Towworrowj this apnaratus v1ill
wWork more and more opsnly with foxscis DBvan today s iniizoiud &
the iaine Quh», the Wagner act cam bo used {or opon witriic hroakings

It is timo .to bake 4o hesrt the suge of the ninstics:

"Dont ask for 11on 5%, onke vhime on? dontih 1wt any van Sive
thim to ye. & Ilghu that is hendsd So ye I'F navishin® has qu;»hlrt
Ghe matther with it. ITU's mors than 1ilwly itts Oﬁ'g a nrons ftuined
ingide out". |
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THZ ®RIINDS 04 DUHRUTI

¢

An organization known as the Friends of Dprruti, bas been or-

ganized within the CNT. Although it has a legal status it is being
sabotaged by the leadership of the ONT because its policy is far o

the left of the reformist fop, Sunday the 18%h they held thelir
first public meeting at a theatre with about 1000 workers present and
four speakers,
From & Marxisn point of view the ideclogical level of the
speeches was low, but considering the present positlion of the CNT in
collaboration with the Generality the speeches was a left reaction
to the whole past trend. Thereas the small anarxchist Group of ‘the
Ideal ?haﬁ has distributed some leaflets has swung back to "pure"
anarchism, the Friends of Durruti are of & f3r higher and mors
serions typs.

~ Taey arxe not against collaboration in bourgsois govsrnmens s in
prineipla, but arc against the collaboration in tho Gonerality and
Veloncia govermmonts today. Taooy arc against 1t today because They
say bthe 3talinists 2rc not sincurc. Fhay domand that their luadors
louve &% oncs. This is 8 fundamuntaly fulsc position. But the do-~
mand for the luaders to lsave vhe govermment must b ubilized by '
the revolutionists to show thesy worksrs tha road to the rovolution.

In the sposchas the Stalinists wore bittorly asgeiled &s houx-
gaois and agonts of ths bourgeoisic, Ono spoakor pointod oub Thut

~{tho Russians promiscd thom modorn 4rms i¥ they would curry through

centralined military vork through the government vhich the CHT
agreed to but to this day the supplles have not been senv. (They
have been sent %o the Valenmciz Govermment), The speaker sald they
would only geb arms if the CNT troops give ap their flags, elc. He
noinsed out that one Durruti Column already pulled dovm its zed and
black flag, and stated that tde CNT had yielded too much alreidys

One spelxkexr statad chat Tenin's method of revolution was qorxecﬁ hut
the stalinist method in Spain 1is completely false. ' :

it no time during the meeting did any gpeaksy mention the POUM.

A message was read {rom a zroup, Yphose of Yesterday and Thoso
of Today" of adhsrencs to tho mecting. T+ sesms as though the
Priends of Durrutbi arxc orzanizing throughout spain.

They domand the closnsing of ths ONT union. They want complete
socialization of industry. They are alarmed at reacition showlng ite
head more ¢very day. "IL ths rosr do:s not lmprove we will bring
wp the arssd forcecs from the front and will again cloan up. 1f
NoCuLSATY wo can bo mastor of the situation azain in 24 hours.”

This was greotod with an uprosal. slthough it is an cxaggeraced
statement with ¢xodllaent intontion iT shows the santiment of the
work.rs atoonding. ,
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Onu spoaker wanbted to know why tho nutional FirTe ha

to tho xoz*. Against whom was 1% goiny o ?; uigg %ﬂlbf
Thoy mmderstend, or arc baginaing To unduIST Garld tas DORIL

Thsy Aemand the syndicatss take ovor poa@;:and conxl
10007 powsr Lhrouch a nationil Dgoensive Comsiiic. and o8 -
workors rulc. any rovelubion that 4oss 1ot 6Tsutd due U0 Ot‘-. 0
povLr, ccomomic and politicel it mot & r,volublon.

The anti-#ascist Comuitbtes of 15 w the embiyo OIgun OL 5ﬂ?v
revolution. The Council of Defemss of bhe Gensislity is bourzsols
wover. The first big misuvake of the CHID —as To 23I8¢ to dissoive
the aniti-Pegcist Comaivise of 156 ond vihe local Q@mmlhugea.

One speakexr gave a fairly good analysis of the i“pb*wula;a_c??~
37 and the two hourgeols groups in Bpeine @l WO LUST

\

o ' v ‘Barcelond, »April Ldth.

The developmen®t of leit wing groups within vhe tuo mo *umdxxian,
hut f”TC]”ﬁiu:uIJ organizations in upnia the POUM and the CNT, in
oprosition wo che gollcy and ach Jon ok the 1"1491‘%iw i nov heinn
transformed. into the First staze of action after eight wonths i
Givil Var. Within the CNT-~s4T the left wing frgon¥a of Duruitl is
moving in the coxxect direciion of a plOLbburlJn solution on Hias
utzagﬁlc. This is in ovposition to tho elugs colladnoreiion BREETOR RN NG o]
Front vourgeols govermments of Valeoneiu and Bureslona and vhoix ine-
wblll ty to solve the cerisis in the yeor and cifcetiv.liy 14kt

Fescism 8t the front. : )

Tho dricnds

of Daxzufi ~high 8%ill hus a lapal staius
W X G by

.- -ln ) .
14 .1..‘
UL~

the lcadsrshiy, now considers that the first crims of the
tion was the ¢ntry into ths bourgiols movirnmsnts of Valonc :
Barc.lone and tha liguidstion of thz anti-Maseist Hilitla Jomalsdiuw
that funectioncd as weak organs of dual powar. after tholr Lirss
public mosting in Bareslonus in the middle of upril thuy huave iollow-
ed up with postors progeniing their proszram ol action ol ~hiuh ths
2[011( wirng i3 wn samplo.

AT OF MLMI R3T0 T23U30 TN 3. 6300, Tud? '23K 2 »2 07, 1077,
THY » BI;TJHD:'- 0.7 DULnURI,
20 wBE “0EING CLuise:

1+ Fox the‘immediate,conuﬁicuticn of & revoluiloniry Junil ¢omposed
0f T.0XrRaLy of‘thﬁfoity'*n& aauntxysida .mﬂ 0% comhATttants. u

2. LOL TEEES Ly - Lz dly.,fihbiOﬂ c..¥Gs3,  Conirol of geunowy »ni Gle-
bri oamion to e 1m‘uhe huﬁub of uhe &ﬁlOHo,
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3. For ?he 1iqu%dation of the eounter~revolubion,
4. Por the creu%ion of a revaintionsry symy. |

5, For ahsolute working class contysl of public order.
E. Dirm opposition to any armistice. |
7. 2ox proletazian justloe.

8. TFor the aholition of exchanzes of psrsonalitiss.

P e o o o i g o, Ao, A Y W v 0 Pty R Y s P Wt O ok ol S

ATYZBHYION ROIK 3udos

Our orzanization opposes %he cantinued advence of the counter-
revoluotion. The decrees of public ordsr, proposed by Alguade, must
16T be esteblished. We demund bhe fresdom of Marodo and of Tthe im-
prisoned comrades, ' ' |

AIL POW3AR T0 THY TORKING CLasal
ALL BCONOMIC POUER T0 THI UNIONS!
¢ AGATINST THS GIHIRALINY 1 THD ASYOLUTIONARY JUNDA!

o g e S i

This prograrm is far to the left of anything yet offsred by ths
CNT and f£al and counterpose the immedlate constitution of revolution
ary Juntas of workers, peasamiu and gombatiants to The Gensyality.
1% is not only far to the left of the leixdership of the syndicalists
who are in the swamp of dlass cellaboraiion in the Peoples Frout
Govornments of Valoncia and Bareclene but it is alse to vho luft of
the official position of the POUM. The POUM loadorship have not
1ga¥nad the leuson of the onbry inmto the Gonoxality, have not lesrn-
cd vhet it was a fatal crror to liguidato the anti-sfascists Militie
Committcoy, have rofused %o give up Thu lino of attompting %o row
cntey the Gonoroelity end, above 311, cluim tho insurrccthion is a
fhing gf}thc past ~ thut to take pousvy in Spain no armed insurrcotic
8 ncodad, : - -

The POUM lsadorship cull for the rule of the trede mnions und
fight uzainet the loft wing propescls for tho creation of Cobtmeils
of "orkors, Combattants and Psuasanisa '

Phe nroposals of the lefts winm of the syndicalists, Tthe Priends
of Durrucei, follovs the sams p2th ©s thit of the proposals of the
lef: wing of Ghe POUM os exprassad in its Barcelona resolution of
Epril 14 =nd ite counter-thesis for the POQUd convencion (posuvnoned
te she 233 of ey the last we resxd-~ “3d.)en the xoud 1o pover,

4 univwed front of the CHT 2nd 20UM on the policy and program o
the leudershi . s of the 0 orgwaig «iidns cannot lead to victory. A
fevolutlonury orkers sront on whe rograms of the left wing o1 the
syndicalices and she lelv inmg of vhe POUM can be the first big step
Cowwly Poyver, Touward vhe ciesilon of vhe workers, combotienbs shd
peasuantys orgains ol DU=L 20 3i.
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Only the reyolutionary Juntas of the Torkers, Combattants und
Ieg"aﬁku can assfire workers' damocragy and 1nvolxe the DIoad massos
in the struggle egainst the capitalisve in the rear and the ocuplial-
igts and landowners at the front.

The development of this working class damocracy under tha dual
povcor of the Juntas will be the vehlele for the comsolidation of thy
scattered rovolutionnry Toress into a strong Marxzian party.

Cn this bagls the Iavalutionary Juatar will b3 able to mmash
the cxplolitors rule and swbablish thoir own. o
-~ Borgslons, april 30,
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TV0 FUNZRILS

Roldan Cortada an ;ugolualﬁ functionary in thu Barcslona UGT
and a loading dellﬂl was 8hod and killed on the owiskirts of thc
city. No onc secms to hqu anJ ovidence a8 bto bthoe guildy porsons,
but with fooling rumning high in scotions of the political orguni-
zations here anyono could haveo czrried it through ineluding the
Stalinists themselves,

Ths CNT bowzd to the stalinists by duevoving almost the entirc
first page of uhe wolidaridad Obrera to the &hb“LiQﬂ in the A»ril
ly. v . -
27th issue. the same date La Batalla printed a noie siznsd by

The POUM Bxecutive Cominittee against individnul . terrorisil.

In other words the POWI and the CHT seted ss thouoxh they .cxe
fxl~hLeaed These papers have a hablt of carryins imporiant news as
news without political comwent. This cold hzve been h~ndled 2s 4
news item stating ths facts and one member of the POUL could nive
added o few words aguinst terrorism by individusls.

In passing it may be well to remixk that when the PO -a10&0~
8 mewber in TGhe Geonsrality agreed fto liguidste the anvi-descin
Militvia Commitiésy of 156 the POUM Bxccudiwve d4id not sce Tit to i
S

a stavcmont on: the gquestion. Thoy alloved an individuwl %0 ~.ri%e on
the mattax aﬁproVLnW the licuidation of this swmbryo dusl o ure. On
che othor hand, on thc cmprdor of a Jtalinist functiondry vacy idwu
n Bxecutivs Qu«iu&;ﬂu and the noext doy an edisorial,

The most revealing factor of the killing of this funciion:iy i
the ucilizetion of the funersl by the forces azninst the g&Olmbu i
revolution., 4very funeral here is used as & clowk foil some Lind of
a political damonb%xqtion.

The spril 14th CHT funeral w&s used as un escuLs 0r a Ghiee
“hour strike on ‘the A@ﬂquiggly oi bhs Reprblic and s u poreriul
demonstration. 3But the funeral of Soritsda far Suruisned che
workexs! aemonsuxaulon. ' :
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_ Although no strike was called by the 3talinists, those who Teft
work to attend the funeral and the long procession which Took hours
winding down the main streets of the city virtually stopped business
the mhole afternoon., The CNT-controlled transportation industries
kept at work, but only the subways were really able €o run. Pre sident
Companvs wa s prom;nent in %he forefront : R

In reallwy the funaral was a demonsuraﬁlon of the foxces that
support the Generality, the Peoples front law and order, the Peoplss
Arny and those against the proletarian revolutioni: The stalinists
ware thoe speazrhecad of the demomstration. Thousands of those rank
and filers in line and on the sideline watching the provession were
gincere in their helief that the support of this demonstration and
the Stalinist party is the support of the revolution.

- The GNT and the POUM do not draw the lessons,; do not point out
the meaning of these marches. Instead they get down on their kness.

B iy et e VS g G g Py e Sy S50

Several days ago a membexr of the Lerida Civil Guard accidenmt-
8lly shot himself while cleaning a gun. The local Civil Guard of
Lerida happened to be homeycombed with CNT members who, in the

funeral marxch, carried as the second bamner, the anarchists red and
black flag.

The Gensrality through the Department of Intorior Jecuriwty,
which is controlled by thoe Bequerra had the Terida Civil Guard dis-

solzed and 21 of the mombers srrested. They arc now in a Barcclona
jail.

The CNT snd the POUM bhave said or donc nothing openly aboud
thig, What kind of horsc tradoing the CNT is carrying on behind tho.
sceng ohly they know.

, « ~ Barcylona, “prll 28,

by - Sy She e Gy b S o e s O s

MAY DAY IN B4RCSLONA

: In Barcslona therc was no workars demonstration or holidey on
May the first. The ONT, the UGT, the P3UC and the POUM informod

the working class that de onbbrau1ons navs been called off and work
in tho factorise will continu: boscsuss of the war., They prusuni tho
8login of work in the rcar and war a2t the front. Under the cloak of
way needs and for order in the roasr the rovolutionary workers in
Barcclona are prevent28 from ceslebrating thoir Muy Day with the
worksrs of the world.

Tha c&lling of f oi The united front May Day domonstration of
the CNT and UGT and the failure of the POUN to call its own domon-
stration cannot ba understood upon the basis of the May Day slabe~

menus of all of these Oxgcnxz,c1nns. It i8 noeosss2xy to go behingd
hase shallo& exeusee. . ;. :
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The bourgeois governments of Valencia and Barcelona hava been
in & series of crjses since the uprising due to the contradliction he-
tween the workers'ocontrol of certain economic and nmilitary aspects of
the nation while the bourgeoisie controlled the state and, thereifore,
political control of the economic and military life, This conira-
diction oan be solved only by the violent overthrow of the capitalist
state; or by the dissrming and defeating of the proletariat or the
capitulation of the workers leadera which will deprive the proletar-
iat of the ability to effectively resist the counter-revolution.

The continuous governmental crises have been "solved" at evory
juncturo up to the present sincc the liguidation of tho Anti-Fascists
Militis Committoe, each time with a step to the right and greater
bbdurgeois consolidation. ’ . -

Armed clashes botwesn the Civil Guards supported by the Esquorra,
Stalinist and 3ccialists againast tho Workers Patrols of bhe CNT and
POUM broke out in many parts of Catalonia the weok prior to May Day.
In the Cerdana region on ths Prench bordex the Civil Guards endcavor-
ed to oust the CNT from control of tho Customs. In the armed clash
that followed the Civil Guards wore locked up: The Generality sent
" pegotiators and a compromise was rcachsd whoreby the first ochoek of
the anarchists would be double~checked by the Civil Guard. This
truce rosulted in a scoond e¢lash within 24 hours., The rconforcemonts
sont. by the Gensrality from Barceloma werg again placed in jaill.

Armed clashes snd skirmishes hetween the proletarian and bourge-
ols forces took place during the entire week. It spread to other
parts of Catalonia., In two suburbs of Barxcelona the skirmish beiween
the Civil Guards and Workers Patrols reached the stage of erecting
barricades. 4 few days before lfay Day the workers were in complete
control of these suburbs. For this brief period the anarchists es-
tablished "libertarian Communism". Only workers with CNT and POUM
0axds were admited in town. ‘ ‘

Last week in Barcelona the Civil Guards dissrmed over B0OO workers.
 The Guards ride or walk around in groups and stop workers carrying
AImS. \ | 3

Thess armed clashes as pxeluaes t0 a new phasé of the Civil Wex
prcelpitated another Genarality crisis. On the 29th bho Genaorality
issucd the following press releuasq: »

"In the face of the abnormel situation of Public Order the ;
Gouncil of ths Genorality camnot continues ivs work undor the prossure,
dander, and disorder caused by the oxistence in several parts of
Catolonia of groups which attompt to imposc thomsslves through co-
srcion, ondangering the rovolution and the war, The Govermment
theroforg, sSuspands its mestings and hopas that all those groups not
direcotly dependent on the Council of the Gencrality will withdraw
immcdiataely from the strsscts so as to mwake possible the rapid elimin~
ation of tho anrest and alarm through which Qatalonia i now p«asing.
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Wit fhe same time the Gowcoil of the Gonerality has teken

necesssry maasarcy foi the purnoss of assariag strigt somp
its decisiomg.” '

The CNT and POUM papers said nothing about the armed struggles
taking place. They only hinted vaguely the same as the above state-
ment. Neither does the Generality inform the public what the dis~
order is, what the groups are., The "leaders" of the working class
capitulate  1n silence in face of these struggles, too cowaxdly To
explain its meaning to the class, To this day only hints in the
workers press have been given, This prevents bthe-coordination of
the workers struggles and results in small scattered struggles which
confront the centralized bourgeols Civil Guards. One by one these
small skirmishes.are suppresSed. The silence of the CNT and POUM
leadership helps it along, No party is at hand to give these small
strusgles the strategy and political line that will cooxdinate them
int> o powerful upsurge to wipe oubt the bBourguois state.

The 05T controlled evening papsr, "La Noche" of Lpril 30 , that
carricd the Gancrality statement given abeve presented first page
ceptiors as follews: VALL arms, waich are in cxdess la (atalonia
and on bthe borger are naeded at the fron*,” The CNT lonlcts in the
Gouncil of ths Generality supportad whe "suspension of westing”

,statoment of the Council of the Gerwraliby., At tho sums tino that
¢ivil. war develops in the rcar and the Civil Gurard is dicarming the

proletariat they oall for arms for the froni.

The April 30 issuc of "La Batalla™ pfasented the following dis-

grateful 1iné which is a8 bad as that of the CNT: "Therc are some

men, precisely those who because they occupy certain posts and are
under the obligation of mainteining their serenity, are inclined %o
find solutions based on authority and force, which have never heen

" golutions, and can muach less be so now -- the cause of disorder --

resides in the lack of a basis of government, of a governmsut solutlion,

~ "public Order is in & crisis because the Government i in srisis
This and only this is the fundamental cause of thai which is occuzing

‘"Poday everyone speaks of order., They all want order. Bot it
must be asked: What Ordex? fHor the xeoformists of the PSUC 1v is a
mattey of establishing an oxder based on force, on coarcige Authority
--- we are partisans of the only possibdle order - revoliuvlonary
order ” , ‘

When the FOBCE and AUTHORITY of the working class through
Workers Councils is neesded against the MORCE and AUTHORITY of the
bonrgeois government the POUM edivorial speaks pure reioxmism aghinst
g "solubion based on asuthority and forece, which have never bsen solu-
tions, and can much less be So now. . Then the workers arc in arms
dafonding their invercsts Uhe POUM lsaders balk againgt foreu, In

the same editorial thoy say ©that Tho couse of the crisis resides in
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Government dissolved the Peoples Courts on the exeusc of greadsz

r
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the govermment. Phis is complotely false, a& pointed’ out in bhe
first part of the article. R . : ' )

‘While this drivél continues to pous from tho ONT and POUM leadw.
ship, a left wing in both organizations is developing and demanding
imredinte action on a progrem that fits the situntion. In the CHT
it is the Friends of Durruti. In the POUY the left wing presends a -
Morxian ‘position on the road Ho power. While the leaders spill words
in their daily papers, the may in the streeds gontinues every hou¥.

The stalinist militiamen returning from the front are signed up
in the Civil Guards. 4nd the lay Day issue of 36lidaridad Cbrera, .
the CIT paper announces that several leaders of the Regional commit-

tee of the CNT and the FAT have been arrested. This is a swall news

item on the last pagel = Counter-revolution is gaining these precipus

hours, while the workers with guns .are ready to Ffight and the leaders .
of the CNT and POUM write in & daze. . . . : S

The most important’ aspeéct of the Generallty statement is the
following: “"The Goverpment, . thevefore, guspends its meetings snd .
hopes that all those groups not dirgstly depaendent upon  tho Counzil
of the Generality will withdraw immedintely from the sStraets,. ntc.M .
Instead of dissolving the Council .of the Gesnerality, &s had bzon the
CES: iu all previous Generality crisus the bourgeoisic SUSPEND '
Me6T1ngs of the Councile, THIS IS IN IToDLs 4 AOURGSOIS GUVY :
COLUSION OF THR GBNZRaLITY CRISIS. 1t establishus = Dictatorasnin of

o

the hourgeoisie through the Presidend cf +he Gouncil who tokos nrders

from the oxploiters. Under this cloak of "suspongion™ the bourzeois
State funetions frealy, swiftly, dictatorially against tho voxrkors
carrying ont the domands of tho. Ango~French imporialists and $holir
Stalinist agents, A P NI o - |

At the same time the Govermment dissolved the PBOELTS TRIBTHATS.
the Poeoples Courts that Nin of tho PO so Tondly snoko of &s-the

means through which we will travel on Ghe rood to socialism.  The

centralization. -

- The government prohibits May Day dowonstrations in Barcelona
bocanse tho bourgooisie fear that with such masses assemblod tho _
Civil Guard connot cope with any poswible developments, Ths losdar-
ship of tht CNT and POUM.accepied the ‘ducree withoutb explaining what
this means or even mentioning 1% ixm thelr prsess. :

The compliance with the zovernment order not to make lay Day a
heliday, 2 weeks after the Lonrizeoisie and stalinists found time to
call celebrations for the sizxth'anniversury of the Republic is capite

uletion on the part of the worksrs orpinisations.

el G R e
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. In brief the*&&st week of developing Civil War in Catalonia
Wltnesseﬂwthenfollowing: ~ The Government crisis is solved for

~bourgeols by the "suspension of cabinst meatings" and the establish-
ment of dietatorial power, 2~ dissolution of the Peoples (ourts,
d- Individumal terror practiced by orgsnizations with represcntatives
in the Government against each other, 4~ Armed struggle and resis-
tanve by lower units of CNT and the POUM, 5~ disarming of many
workers by the Civil Guards, 6~ arresting of CNT-FAI regional loaders
- by the Generality, 7~ Leadexship of CNT and POUM presented reformist
positiona, and capitulated before the pressure of the bourgeoisie,
8- left wing of Anarchists, the Friends of Durautti, and the left
wing of the POUM are driving forward, with a correct line for the
situation, and are gilving backbone to the struggles, but as yet are
not sufficiently atrong to opdnly take dirsct lead of a concentrated
struggle, 9- Workers reveal readiness to fight if they have leader—
Ship, 10~ The bourgeois forces are represented by the Bsquerra, other
left bourgeois parties and the Stalinists and Soeioclists. The pro-
letarian forces are represented by the CNT ond the POUM with a
fundomental contradiction botween the leaderships on the ohe hand
and the membership snd the left wings on the other.

LE , _
L May Day in Barceloma saw the bourgeoisie amd their agents fur-
* ~ ther consolidate their death grip on the workers. The revolution-

ists and Marxzists: will have fo use May Day in Spain & nnother

sterting point, to learn thesd lessonms and to drive forwnrd. Time

denionds quick action, '
P et Bardelonn, Moy 1.

{
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The only wmeetings in Barcelona on May Day was an indoor,small
meeting by the "Thosé of Yesterday and Those of Today" adhering to
the Priends of Durruti, and an‘Anarchist‘Nud;st group meeting on.
the value of Music. The Friends of Durruti meeting was Sunday Hey
Second, o ' ‘ - : e

| "Imvvhléhdié'the unitederont Haj'Bay_maeting‘oﬁ,the Youth of
the Ansrchigts and POUM ws8s ealled off by the~gxm_leaders to allow

& united front meeting of the CNT and UGT. .

- HMay Day, Saturday, was "work and war" Day to prevent a workers
~~~demonstration. But Sunday, May Second, & bourgeois holiday day,
the factories did not have to work, Furthermore, the evening indoor
meetings in the large hslls in the city usually start at about ten
or ten thirty. Even an evening indoor weeting, after the-workers

came from work "fox-war" the POUM did not see f£it.to call.
A ‘ fqg-wfgpgardélana, MaY 3a
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