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I

DR..TT ROSCLUYTION

THE SIVULUION IN 438 50VIDSY UNION ..ND OUR T .SKS

The reeont cvents inside the Soviet Union, as w7ell as
tno statc of the rolationships betvcon 14 and tho imporinlist
worlé, omphasize thc corrcctness of tho pesition taken on the
Sovict Union by our party in its Declaration of Principlces
ané in its curronos propagindn.

The so-called "Kirov affrir" was only o sensational
expression of = proccss thot hos been developing in the Sovi-
et Union for quite o number of ycars., 3ummod up in o phrase,
thoe process moy be characterized 2z the concontration of the
Gircct oxercise of porer in the honds of an increasingly re-
strictcd scetion of the remnonts of tho Bolshevik Party, viz:
the moat intimote cirele of the Stalinist burcaucracy. 3epo-
rated o on over groving oxtont from tho masscs, and cven
from thc more or lcss brend base of thoe Soviet ond party of-
ficialdom, this burcoucroey continucs to develop speeinl
casto intcrosts of its o.m. These not only cenflict with the
rovolutionary intcerests of the world proletariat, but also
with the interosts of tho Soviet masscs thomselves, out of
which tho ruling burceucracy grew, wnd vith the intercsts of
thg workors® stato, on the brnsis of vhich tho buronucrarcy
grov up. Its ovil conscquencss oro not rostricted to mers po-

~1litical or stéructurul chrnges vhich it hes affacted in the

Soviet systom, but ore clecarly visibloe shroughout the econo-
mic life of the Union. It is, thcrefore, o distincetly rooc-
tionary (i.e.: rebrogrossive) foctor in 3oviet life; its "pro-
grossive" fextures ore not inheront in it but ore » product of
the fact thnat, resting ns it still édocs on tho foundation of -
workers! stote, »nd thorcfore subjoct to thoe clnss pressurc of
the prolotorint, it hns been cempollcd time ~nd agnin to adopt
in vhole or in part those progressive idens which it borrowed
from. its »roletoricn and loft-ing critics,

But c¢ven if it hns beon, from timo to time, 2 weak, distorted
end lozky chonnel through which progressive forces hove flowed,
it hns nlucys tendoed to negato the cchievemonts of the Russian
socinlist prcletarist by the fret thot it hws steadily tigh-
toncd its burcoueratic control to such ~n oxtent that 211 genu-
ine party, trade union nd Soviet lifc h~s boca cffectively
stifled. Vhat is significont in the "Kirov offcir™ is not only
thot the stolinist buresucracy scaks to resolve this cver
acutor contradicticn by terrorism ~ghinst its prolotarion cri-
tics - actucl ~nd potenvi~l (it h~s uscd this wcopon before) -
but thot it ~pporontly ean no longer trust its owm burcou-
eratic ronks. In o icrd, the bnsc of tho cetunl lendorship hos
bacomo n~rroved down to o smnll point, ~nd it proscrves it-
sclf by the inerensing use of nrbitrory ~nd purcly cocreivo
measures,

* The latter fnet omphosizos nnother of the groat con-
tradictions in the jpresont Sovict situation; the growing cco-

- nomic sucecsses ~nd r.dvances are not accomponicd by & Gecline

in the cocrcive machinery cnd mensurces, but by their inecrcasc.
Formerly, tho Bolshovik lecdership rclicd for its strongth
upon the sclf-ncting, vigorous, indcpondent pnrty, ond thru




it, upon the living mass orgn 11zuu10ns (tradc unions, Soviobs),
Poday, the lerdership does not rely upon thesc forces; it dosos
not cnll thom to life agoin for foer of unleashing o poter
that would unseat the bureaucsracy; the latter thorefore finds
jitsclf forcod.to trust increcasingly to shoor cccreion.

Not itsclf bu110v1ng in the absurd 111u31~n that "so-
einlism hos ~lrondy boon esiblished in the 3cviet Unicn", but
fostering the idon for the purpssc -f consdlaticn, the buroa -

rocy is, in ndditirn, obligsd to make numercus concessicns to
~the nan—prnletariin scevi.ns of the necple. Some of these arc
" roal {c.ge.: the nbolition of the brond rationing systom ond

the shifting of the nabticnnl income to tho naventage of the
peostntry); scme of them oro im&giﬂ“IJ or £Oor show purposes
(c.g.: f1v0~fﬁ1d multiplicavion of the peosont's suffrace,
giving him the right to cast five times as many votes for Sto-
1lin whorc he cost but cno yesterdoy). Yhile thesc cotncessicns
arce made 2lmast bxclusivoly'ut tho oxpense of the proletariat,
it is catirely »poessidle that the relatinsnship of icrces 71tb1n
“the eountry, and perhops mcre 1mpﬂrtwnt Scviet rolatic-nships
with hostile imperialist forees, nay nacessitwte such crnces-
sious in ordor to oxchonge the intorcsﬁ >f the ponsantry in
the defonse o f the virrkers' stote. But hore, to-, the incubus
of burcaucretism sh /s its pernici-us influunce. InSue“d of
showing condidly thot the intercsts of the proletarian state
require {nssuming tiint they do) o conceessicn hore sr there e
the poasontry, the retront is proSLand to the world os a
"ercat stop forward™, -~nd the “.lrendy bndly ccnfused "nd dis-
oricnted w.orking cl:Ss is thus further porclyzoed.

On ca internntisnnl senle, matters cre much worse. .is
the donger of on imperinlist ussgult up n the Scviect Unicn in-
cronses, the burenucracey rolics less ~nd less upcn the naturtl
2lly of the Russian pr.letorint - thoe inﬁernatianal Ve rking
class - cné morce “ad more upcn compromising “né éisereditable
monocuvers with tne sceti-n of vcrld imperislism cnd ancther.
If it is ¢-rrecet to speck .f o rightuard swing inside tho So-
- viet Union, it is five timcs moro correcct to spceak of the
rightward plungu cutside the 3Soviot Unicn - both in the labor
movenent {unitved fr-at ot 11 c-sts, non-oggressicn phcts,
trucking %c the g:eial dom~crncy) ~né in tho &lpl”m“bIC'
ficld (stotus quc pallcy, Litvincy on the s ar, silence "n

Abyssinin, ad:ipti-n of tho French "sceurity™ palicy in dis-

“rm“mont)

Thess, - né o mulbitude »f séhor circumstonces thot
could be ~Gfuccd, n t nly rovoll the grent donger to the So-
viet Uni-n, dbut un& rlinz the only oollcy by which it con be
‘overcomo, Thnt dnger, wnich bucrmes ncre keonly felt cevery
doy thot wor 2goinst the a:viot Uni'n movos closcer, is tho
virtunl zbscnco, duc to its dostruction by Strlinists, of an
orgonizod 1ntorn"t1;npl v ﬂguqra ci tho grklctﬁrlut. Thc pPrCc-
letarict in the Scviet Uniin h.s no Zenuineo po ITJ thet con
lend it through the trying pericd “hu“a of it; the buronucracy
hos anqshca tho party. Yot, thc roc*ngcrucu1~n of o Bolshevik

rty in $he Scvict Unicn ig its mest urguﬂt problem, prociso-
ly in fuco of “he 1mguna1ﬁr ar donger ond exisis, in the
course of vhich 211 the robttonness, incompotencs, vacillatori-
noss ~nd impoténce of thoe burcumerncey will o mest gloringly
revenled. If, hwrever, the Rugsion mrolotarict docs not trke
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those steps whiech would le~d to the rebuilding cf such o van-
guerd party, it is becousec ccnditions do not pormit it to toke
the major, or oven - the initiel stops. .lsc, it is only tco
well awenre of the verkness of the intermoti»nel lobor movomont.

It is risht ot this »point thnat we record the foet thot
the tosk. we have in solving cur specific problem, viz: the
~overthrow ¢f .mericon conitnlism nd the building of the party
that con aficct it, coincides in cvery rospuct wwith out inter-
nationalist obligerticns, porticularly our obligoaticms to the -
Russi~n proletarict and its statc., Our task in conncetion with
tho "Russian quostion” is n .t o specetacular cne, but a clear
and simplo onc: to accolornic the work e hove undortoken to
build up the party of revoluticnnry Marxism in the United
Stotes ond to holp rolly through-ut the copitnlist woerld the
rmovomont for tho TFourith Internati nnl. The building up ond
controliznticn of the portics of the Pourth Interncticnel is,
today, the best dofonsc of the Soviet Unlon, not only bocause
it congtitutes the surest throat to the imporialist cncmies (f
-Russia but beecemse it /ill speced the nurkening ~nd crystalli-
zetion of the roveluti nory cloments in the Sovict Unicon ond
fooilitnte their vk »f oliminnting from the wirkers' stote
those burs-ucrnivic defrrmoti-ns, o8 ILonin cenlled thdémy which
hove gr.vm nunstriusly in the lost doendeo.

-Concretely, this mons nct only the mire zoalous pro-
secuti:n of the goncral woxrk ¢f tho party, but zls: spocifi-
cally:

4 grocter utilizoaticn of our populor press, not so much for
thoerroticnl refubtotion of stnlinism in the S:viet Uni n, as feor
concrete criticism of those mrnifestnti-ns «f the ovil as ro-
gularly a~ppenr, for oxaonple, the ovents comnccted with the
Rirov affoir.

Constont onphasis cn the concepticn thot the reel cdofonse of
the Soviet Union niciing the overthrow of cur "own” cnpitiliam
oné the building of the prrty -~nd the Intermotisncl which can
nocomplish it, merns the oliminati . n sf the incubus >f Sto-
linisn cn o world senlo.

4t the some time, unromitting defensc of the idexs of the
Bolshevik Reveluti.on nd the gred nchiceverwwnts of tho w rkozrs!
gtote .gninst such otincks ~s ths Hoarst priscon compalgn ond
the Newleader-Forwerd nss~ults, C

4t the some time, no ecompr-nise with psoudo-revelutiscnery or-
gumcnts t. the effcet thebt the 3»vicet Union is no linger o
werkors! stote, vhich pust be unc nditi nnlly doefended by
overy prolstorinn ond progressive perscn, thot the rocent
shoctings or tho concessi ns to the nonsantry represont o fun-
dementol chrngs in the v rkers'! gtate, that prescent-deoy
Stelinism ronrascnts the triwaph of the counber-revolution
(iic.t the restorati.n of eopitalism) -ver the rov luticn, cte.

The ostoblishment ..f ¢l.ser -nd nro active relsotionships with
all thosc orgnnizoticns, groups ond partics hich sthnd {or
the Fourth Itcrnati.nel or vhich ~ro maving t-wards it. Tha



mere formaticn of the Workers Party of ho United Stotes has
hod a most gratifying cffect throughceut the international
labor movement =nd has autonatically ploced it in the
lendorship of the Pourth Internnti nalist movomont. It hos
played no small port in the unifieatisn >f the tre Holland
parties, It has given groot oncouringement to oll similarly
minded forces thraughout the wirld. It hos heortencd, es-
peeinlly, 2ll cur conrndos nnd co-fighters in the ‘Jestern
hemisphere. It is, thorcfore, ncccssary to intervono more
systemntically in the movemunt in Buropc ~nd hclp crys-
tnllize ~nd strengbhon the clements working there for a
FPourth Internaticngl, oven to the oxtont of scnding diracct
representatives to accclerate the prrcoss with the oid of
our guthority end prostigo. Bspocially aroc we obliged to
the Latin-‘moricon movement which has, with us, the most
dircet eommon enomy - .mericon impcrialism. Steps should be
taken forthwith te link the indopendont partics cl-se to us
in Cuba, Chile, Pontma, Costo Riea, ~nd groups in cthor
1anis. Our press should, of course, mirr.r the cdvonees of
the Fourth Interncti nsl movemont thr-ugheut the v rld.

M. Schochtmon,



THE INTERNATIONAL QUESTION

1.....The fote of the Soviet Unicon, the first and sc¢ far the
only fortress conguercd by the world proletarict, 1is the do-
minating snterncticncl prcblom.: The conbinued existence of

the first Workers nné Pcosant 3tato, ruled by tho d¥ctator-
ship of tho prolctnrict, is todoy, in viow of the prostraticn
of the internntiosnnl forces of the rovoluticn and in spite of
the worped form which the dictotorship has tekon, tho decisive
foetor which still tomporarily holds beck the world forcas of
reaction ~nd woer. The overthrow of the Soviets would give the
signal to a ncw snslonght of reaction ond fascism on en inter-
naticnal scealc.

2.....The Octobor Rovoluticn (the S viet Unicn), and its ox~
tonsicn, has been ond is one of tho contral orbits of world
politics, cnd 18 the decisive quostion for all working cloass
partics. Those vorking class partics througheut the werld

that connot give o Marxinn ansvor t3 ths so-called Russion
Quecstion ot every turn are doomed to foilure.

Beee.eThe Soviect Uni:n today holés o unigque position in theo
international situaticn. The - tcomo of the class struggle
within the Soviet Unicn, which now onice agoin is roaching an
acute stoge, will to o lorge oxtont doctormino tho imperia-
1ist re-groupments for the soc nd werld war ond the inter-
nationcl status of the wirking class ~nd its allies in this
struggle. The rovoluticnory Morxists thr -ughcut the wo#d and
vithin the Soviet Union con influonce those ovents, The an-
swor to this questiom involves: (n) o corrcet charocterizotion
of the prosont status cf Tho Soviet Union, of tho Stelinist '
rocgime, and the chorncter néd strongth of the eccntonding cgdoss
farcos, ~nd thc pressurc oxorted upon them by woerld imperial-
ism; (b) ~ corrcct position on the quecstion of how 0 cefond
the Soviot Union cmd the octebor Rovolution.

4,.....The Scviet Union is o Torkers £nd Pensonts State, 1in
which the ~rorking cless rules, hich ot present wnder Stalin-
ism ccnstitutes a worped £rrm of tho Dictotorship of the Fro-
1étarint. The presont Stalinist rogime, whilc continuously
undormining ond wcckening the dictatorship, connct be sald to
hoevo fundomontally oltered Jr roplaced it. The Dictatorship of
the Proletariat connat bo obolished oxcept by civil war.

B..,...9cvict cconomy is o trensitisn ceonomy ccntnining cle-
ments of capitnlist ond pro-c~pitalist economy ané somg ba-
sic fegturcs =f saeislist ce-nomy. This tronsition econemy is
moving, by & centrodiet ry pr.coss, to-rnrd the s:zciclist mode
of pr-cucti-n.

6...0.5ince 1923, the rovoluti nary defegbs under Stalinism
on o world scrle hove favared the Thermidorian and Bonopar-
tist olements in the Soviet Union. Tho gtalinist burcnucracy
hns stiflcd tho proletariat politically, strongled the porty,
the Soviets, the trade uni ns, a1l of the institutizns of
the working cless, in pursuing its folsc coursce cond has
onormously aggravetced the a3 fTicultics o~rising cut . of the
beckwardness ~nd is~lrtod Syviet Stoato.



The Stalinists' policieg, beth in the sphere of intermaticnal
and intornal policics, refloet ever more the prensure of world
‘capitalism and are culminating now in a grosth of the non-
‘socialist sector of economy ana the anti-working class forces,
which as the result of the economy and »olitical structure of
the Soviet Union are forced %6 gather within the collectives,
~the cooperatives, the Soviets, the Red iy, the Planning Com-
missions, and in the Cormunisv Partvy itself, Their growth amd
boldness, as witnessed in t.e pressure vwhich they successfully
exert on Stalinist Ttureaucracy (suppression and terror against
the revolutionary Marxists in the Soviet Union, anti-working
class measurcs, measures favoring the peasantry and other non-
proletarian sections, concessions to imperialiam), now menaces
the Dictatorship itself. '

7e4s0..The alarming events within the rccent weeks clearly ro~

veal that nos the stage is being sot for the overthrow of the

proletarien dictatorship. 4% this time no onc can predict, if
it comecs to the worst, which form will be utilized by the enc-
mies of the Workers' State, the Themidorian overthrow or the

Bonapart overthrow. '

The right turn of the CGI «nd the "domocratic' measurcs of the
Sovict Union helps to conecal within the state and vorkers!
organs the morc dangerous clecment that she ultra-left turn of
1928 rovarded momenterily. This shows that e must not consid-
er a Thermidorian overthrow less likely than a Bonapartist.

By Bonapartist overthrov we mezn an open return to copitalism
which would toke the form of o military dictatorship. By ihor-

dor /O mo™x o Shiiting 01 vnoJer From the Ciking class to tho
bourgcooisic, vhich in cuoSCngd 16 odrucdy GOCiSive but 18 oo-
complishcd vithin The fromevorls of the Soviet systom under the
banner oi onc fuction oFf tho olrficicl party agrinst onothcr,
‘Both 2 Thermidorisn ind n Lbon~portist rogime in - country liko
dussic would support themsclves internally on the m asantry,
in the moin. There is no Chincsc wall in betwecen thoese two ro-
gimes, Jhilc an outright Bonoportist overthrows is by no means
excluded, & Thormidoriom overthrou nppoars most likely, unless
the revolutionory larxists inside ~nd intern~tionnlly provent
this. This voriont is more likely, ot cay rate ot the begin-
ning, since =11 countcr-rovolutionary forces aore todny forced
to 2ssomble within the »arty, the st..te, the ~my, cte.

The "Bonopartist" fecture of the proscnt Stalinist regime

(in the norrow and somoshat mislending sense of o "sorsona-
list" dictotorship, without raferenic to the class charactor
of the regiue), could as casily lead townrd o Thermidorian os
- toward o Bonopartist overthrow, '

8....4The forcign policy of the Soviet burcaucracy, refleet-
ing the orkers' defoats on o iworld scele, is clearly indi-
cated by the pressurc cxerted upon it by the cnemy olement,
internglly and intornationally. Its concessions of o prineiple
naturce %o, imoricon imperisnlian for rocognition, concessions to
‘Zreneh imperinlism, ontry into the League of Nationg, whereby
the Soviot Union beeame ~ partner to imperialism for the Sto-
tus quo and their colonizl poliey, .for their pacifist propo-
gonda to cover up war proeparations.



9.4...The now oppertunist right turn of the CI uxlor 8talinism
is adaptad to the ncads of the forcign policy of tho Soviot
Union rnd flows Ifrem tho Sorman dekeele'as one of its mony
traits. Its non-ogerossion poets, orgonic unity Droposcls, po-
cifist sot-up, moko for its ovm liguidotion cnd roprosents o
copitulotion to spcinl damogrocy.

10....In the sphore of internnl pelicy Stelinism hos, under
the pressurc of couator-revelutionnry ferces within and impe-
rianliem without, arivon the Dictotorship farthor and forther
to the rigiht, roergoaizotion of tho VWor Council “hich has e¢li~
minnted workers' control over military pelicy, restoration of
part of thoe freo intemal warket; 2 sharp riso in private
trodo; abolition of the pogged prico for brozd in the into-
rost of the pecssnts; lond wo the colloctives handed ovor to
tham for pormonent use; "limited” raestoration of civil ~nd lc-
grl rights to couator-rovolutionists, kuloks; gomi-legoliza-
tion of the Mensheviks; continuous perggcution of the Bolshe-
vik-Ioninists ~md rovelutionists; ncw alection lavws which
nbolish the fivo to onc rotio fovering tho vorkers cnd the
obolition of the socretd bnllot - nll in fovor of the peasantry.

11....Tho ovents surrounding ond fellowing the Kirov assossi-
notion; tho summary exceutions, tho secret trinls, the im-
prisonment of Zinoviev .md Komonov ~ad othor outstonding Bol-
sheviks, the ottqupt to link Trotsky wvith this, o8 s1ell as the
“orkers Porty of tha United Statos - thesc axo desperate acts
of = panic-stricken burcaucrncy striking ot the loft with its
fomous Yamolgom", in defonse of - coursc which is rushing the
prologarian dictatorship to the brink of overthrow - unless
e .C%.

12....Inporiclist pressurc on the Sevict Union hos increascd,
Amoricon imperislimm holds the contor $n this struggle. Hox
main rolc in the post, to provent tho oxtonsion of the Qcto~
bor Rovolution with tho c~id of the ‘morican Dollar, hos been
succoassful, Noi/, hor policy turns to the tosk of furthor
undormining the Soviot Union ond tying it to the tail of its
imperizlist 2ims in Eurepe ond sia. ‘mericon imporinlism do-
monds big concossions from stolinism for tho "dofenac™ of the
Soviet Union cgoinst Poscist Gormany and Japon. .morica demands
more then France for this ".id", ond all indications arc that
Ameriean imperialiam still has-the usper hand ageainst the bank-
rupt policy of Stalinism, :

13....7he Thermidorian o¥ Bonepartist ovaorthrews cannot be a
peacaful sct. Regardless of tho degreo of violonce uged by
counter-rovolution or tho proletariin rovolutionists; regard -
1os8 of tho foct thot the main struggles procosd, accompany,
or follo’ the political ovortum, tho Distatership of tho Pro-
Jotariet ccn only ho overthrown by the LRMED MICHR of countor-
revolution~---by civil war.

DThe quostion of: in what degroec ond with what success this
violence from countsr-revolution will be met by violonca from
tha. forcos of rovolubtion, will in the main dopond upen whot
the revolubtionary Marxists throughout tho world and insids ihe
Sovict Union do, and upen the cxistonce of & rovolutionary
party of the proletariat in the Sovict Union~--vhich 13 the




only force capable of dirceting: tho dofonoc of the Dict ator-
ship of the Proletariat.

144,..The &11nlbb purtlus connot combat the dangors of an
overthrow. Thesc partics will now begin to crack up on o lar-
gor secalo, Socinl domocr ey will ottempt %o rchabilitate it-

‘Self upon the new Cevalopmonts, The real defemse of the Sovi-

et Union mcons, above 21l at the prosent juncture, full cn-
couragement of thosc ILbLl“ the Sovict Union to bulld a now
revolutionary party; the bullalng of rovolutlonuxy M 1rxian
partics in tho Cuplballub countrios and the organization of
uhe Fourth IAtOfﬂ tional: the overthro; of our oun imperia-
lists. ' o ' S K
Tue Jorkers Pcrtv must teke the initiative in calllng for an
international confercnce of a2ll forces standing on rcvolu-
tionary Marxism and working for the Fourth Intornatloaal.

- Such a conforence at the prosont stege is most urgent as onc

of the nocessary steps in tho defpnsuvo; tho -Sovict Union.

1
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FEditor's Note:

o Phe following two resolutions, dealing with the
Russian question, were submitted to the PC of the Workers!
Party immodiately following the Kirov effair and before the
Trotsky material arrived. You will notec that twe opposing .
views are prosenied by Oohler and Shiichtman. This is one of
the many questions upon which the PC and the party has not
yvet found time to adopt a positions

July 16th, 1935.

ON THE INTERNATIONAL QUESTION (USSR) -

Tast Pebruary, immediately following the Xirov affair,’
we presented to the Political Committee of the Workers' Party,
a thesis on the International Question presenting our point of
view on the series of developments that took place within the
Soviet Union, in the sphers of its foreign policy, and the
Comintern. Shachtman contradicted our thesis and entered his
own position in the form of a resolution, and at the Same time
called us alarmists on the basis of our position. Now, after a
hglf-year, the Party has published in the July issue of the
NEW INTERNATIONAL comrade Trotsky's article on this question.
This article was received many months ago, even before the
"Kirov Assassination" pamphlet wes published by the Pioneer
Publishing Company. There seemed to be good reéasons for hold-
ing this article in abeyance, because it contradicted the
Shachtman~-Cennon thesis on this question. .

In the light of the Trotsky article on the Russian
question, we are again considering the position we presented,
pointing out wherein we agrce and disagree with the position
of Trotsky in juxtaposition to the position of the Cannon-
Shachtman faction.

In an snalysis of tho Trotsky article it should be di-
vided into two partsi first, the Marxien anelysis of the pre-
gent situation in the Soviet Union, and second, the usec of
the term Thermidorianism and Bonapartism with the special

“limitations of this analogy uscd by L.De. for the Soviet Union,
What is decisive is the quostion of analysis. Tho agrecment
or dissgreement on the use of specific analogies and terms is
of secondary importanca. :

< 4 comparison of the Shachtman thesis and our thesis’
with the Trotsky position on the Soviet Union at the time of
the Kirov assassinetion, reveals that in so far as an analysis
of the 'basic factors are considered, the Shachtman thesis is
at wide variance with the Trotsky thesis, whilwe our thesis
presented a fundamontal agreement with the Trotsky position.
The basic points of dispute we had with Shachtman before
cithor side hzd scen the Trotsky article wore on the follow-

ing points:

lsessAlthough the rocont ovents rovealed a big Shift
to the right, the gagt remained that the Soviet Union is a
workers' stafe with tho Poviet form warped by Stalinism,,gnd

that the Workers'! Party must reise tho plarm'signal'bﬁ th

' ‘ . .
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grave dangars that noy confront the USSR. This was ridiculed
and the Shachtman thesis clearly shows that they considered
nothing had hepponed to he alsrmed about. The content of the
- Trotsky erticle is an alarm signal to the world's vworkersS,.

- Z2es>c0ur thesis pointed out that the danger of an
overthrow was most acuto, whilo:Shochtmem refuted this. The
frotsky article scrs, "'hé arclébnrian rovolution is alrcady
cxposed to mortal dangor uader the present regime of

stalin: it will be unable to witnsitcnd a further shift to
the right", IT WILL BE UNIBLE 10 WITHSTALND A FURTHER SHIET
70 THE RIGHT. This is an olurm signal end denotes, as our
thesis gtated, that o turning point is &t hand.

Se...0ur thosis etatod that the transfer of state
power  from the workers' state to the rule of the bourgeoisiec
could only %ake place through a poriod of civil war. Shachb-

an holds to the position, sud has stated i meny times (al-
though his thesis does not openly state it), that it is
theerotically conceivable that a trensition from the present
Stotus to the rule.of capital can take place without civil
war and by peaceful mothods, Since this dispute with the
Shachtman-Gloc forces, comrade Trotsky agoin re-affirmed his
previous position anew in the pamphlet on the "Kirov
aseassination”, in which he ridicules this falsc concepb.
Our thesis alsc presents the fundsmontals of tho gucstion of
civil war, , }

4....Thero arc other diffcrences, when we comparce the

o thoses, which werc presented to the Workers' Party over
8ix menths ago, and which went through two Plernums and have
not y2t been votod. for or azainst. Shachtmen's thosis spesks
of imaginary concessions to the poassnts when speaking of
The multipiication of the ponsant sufferage. Yes, this is the
surface phenomena of the chonge in ratio for voting, but this
changs contains boncath it a real danger that the blindness
of Shachiman does nct see, In relation to the past, this
chenge in suffirage prescnts an mccomplished fadt of a giant
S8tep to the right; in rolation to the futurc, it represents
a legal cover for counter-rovolutionary manipulations of many
varieticuy

Shachtman says, "If it is correct to speek of a right-
ward swing inside the Soviet Union, it is five times more cor-
rect to speak of the rightward plunge outside the woviet
Union", Trotsky on the other hend soys, "It" (ithe wsoviet
Union) "would be unable to witrstand a further shift to the
right™. "The inevitable ccllopso of the Stelinist Bonapartism
would immedintely call into quostion the character of the
USSR a8 o workors' state". Shachtman saw nothing new in the
events revealed by the Xirov Assassination, while Trotsky
Says the oppozitac, » . ,

BeooOur thesis deals with the question of the noced of
a new party in the USSR as a part of the new International,
while comrade Trotsky leaves this point out of the nerticular
article in gucetion. Cur thesis deals with the relotion of
fmerican it criclism to the Soviet Union, while comrado
Trotsky leav:. tals quastion out of ithe discussion. Of course,
Shachtman omiis woth polnte, .

So mueh foe the Shiehtmen thesis, Now. let us consider
some points of diffcwrence with comrade Trotsky. The Trotsky
article, besides giving o Marzisn anclysis of whet is, also
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re-formulatos the torms, THERIIDORIAN and BONAPLRTIST, as an
analogy, anté states that wo mus: reviss our position, that
WO wars wrong in tho past. Wrong in the past in the uso of
on annlogy ard HOL on the ESSENCE of tho gusstion, Yes, ths
Loft Opposition was not wrong on thxe oSsonce of the matter,
&5 comrade Trotsky correctly states., Thc oshochtmen thesis
does not avon take up this questvion. Our thesis only deoals
with the anslogy from ONE ‘NGLE ani not as a whole, but in
this limited comparison thore is o diflforcence in the thosis
of Trotsky and our thesis.

Trotsky fills the torms, Thermidorianism and Bonapar-
tism, with & now contont, limiting these torms to & groater
dogreo than beforo, With the nev narrov definition, AS AN
LN.LIGGY, comrade Trotsky says the Thermidorian process,
which started in 1923, has comploted itself, and wo now have
Stelin Bonaportism, which ho defines in ono aspect with the
Bonapartism of rising capitalism and not with the Bonapar-
tism of decoeying capitelism,

Sinco our thesis does not tako up the question of the

Thormidorian process or tho Bonaportist process, whilo com-
rade Trotsky does, then whorcin ~ocs tie difforonce oxist?
Although we do not speak of a process, wo spoak of tho dan-
ger of a Thoemidorisn cr Bonapartist OVERTURN, and state
thet, "The'Bonepartist'® feature of tho presoent Stelinist ro-
gime could a8 casily lead toward & Thermidorien overthrow as
toward a Bonapartist overthrow". Thercfore, in & comparison
of analogy, even though we agrecd thot the Stalinist rogime
contained 2 Bonaportist feature (in the narrow and somovhat
nigleading sonse of a "porsonalist” dictatorship, without
roforence to the ¢lass characcter of the regime), there is a
contradiction botireen our use and comrade Trotsky's use of
these terms., If comrade Yrotsky spoaks of Thermidor in the
pest and we spock of the danger of o Thermidorian overthrow
in the future, and at that the most likecly danger, thore is a
discrepancy herc. ’

" In roality, this discrepancy conceals two probloms
first, wo used the torms in o differont way. Each has filled
those torms with a difforeont meaning. Comrade Trotsky admit-
ted that ho is changing his position on this sccondary ques-
tion of analogy and ro-dofines these torms. Thereforo, when
you consider the differsnt usc of “the terms snd considor
the content of the question, thers cnly romains a difference
in analogy. But unéernocth this g1 cstion is another question.
Trotsky says, if the working class Goes not oust the Stalin-
ist loadership in time-~-="In 211 cthsr ceses, in place of
Stelinism there could only come +the Pascist-capitalist
countor-rovolution,” '

Our thesis, instoad of prosonting one formule, the
danger of the establishment of = "Poscist-capitalist counter-
rovolution", speaks of the danger of TW0O variants of the es-
teblisment of the rule of capital. :

By Bonapartist overthros we mesn en OPEN roturn to
cepitalism which would taks the form of a military dictator-
Ship. By Thermidorian ovorthrow wo mean & shift of power from
the working class to tho capitalist class, accomplished vwithin
the framework of +the Soviet System. In our theeis on this point
w6 usc a formula of comrade Trotaky's. Thercfore, the contra-
dietion 'in analogy is the coniradiction of the difference in
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tho usce of the torms. For the sake .of argument, we will drop
the to toerms and spesk of the variants possible if an
ovarturow tokes »nloce. ¥e st11l mointain, as prescnted by
our bhesis, and not dor with by comrade. Trotsky, that
there are twe maln varicnts: tho open overthrow, or the
overthrew within she Tromowerk of the Soviets - using the
second Soviot varimnt bhennor to concesl thosc steps to capi-
talisme Howover, there is mo Chincse woll botween theosc two
possible varients of overthrov. Thie overthrow may bc a com-
bination of both variants, »essi

ing from the concealed to the
open form at & later stogo. whothor rapidly or slowly does
not mattor in essonce. In this scuse we speak of the danger
of & Thermidorion overthrow.

To ropoat: our resolution nnd the Shachtman-Cannon
resolution are contrary positions. The Wpeotsky article in
the July issuc of the NEW INTERN.IION.L rofutcs and contra-
dicts the Shachtmen thesis. It is unfortunate that the
falso new turn of thoe ICL hos causcd those who support the
"Bronch turn® to suppress, dolay ond sort international in-
fomation as woll o8 comradc Trotsky's articles., It is un-
fortunato that the BPC or the Plonum did not sce fit to adopt
our position on the Russian question and prescnt this to tho
- ..world as the Party position a half year ago. The negative
influsnce, acting as a brako upon the movement, is again re-
venled as that of the Cannon-Shachtmen foction, by their role
on the Russian guestion.

3
2
a

CRUX LETTER TO THE IS

Deer Comrades:

, Wo arc obviously entering a new period. Two events de-
tormine it - the development of our scection in France and the
definite turn of the CI. a

(1) The correciness of our entry into the SFIO is now
proved by objective facts, Our section, thanks to the entry,
has changed from a propaganda group into a revolutionary fac-
tor of the first order. No ome will dare to assert that our
group, in adapting itself bto the new enviromment, has become
gofter, more moderate, opportunistic. Quite the contrary, we
can correctly say that the Bolshevilk-Ieninist group in. I'rance
at the present moment surpasses all our other sSections by the
revolutionary precision of i%s slogans and by the offensive
character of its sntire political activity. The comrades, who
were opposed to our entry, ought now to recognize that they
were wrong, The danger of such a move is incontestable but no
less incontestable is the manner in which the facts have
demonstrated that, thanks to the tempered character of our
‘cadres and thanks tc the control.of our internmational orgeniza-
tion, wo can and we must resort to very daring moves to get out
of our isolation and penetrate the masses. Vereecken and others,
who had violently opposed the entry, have demonstrated by their
very position that they have not sufficiently understood the
inestimable sdvantages of our Bolshevik education and of our
centralized organiszetion. Should they continue now, after the
exporience, to repeat their abstract arguments, they would
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vas ridiculous. Tha best advice we can give

only make themsel

it ill cen be saved, is that they teke cogni-
i
i

them, 1L they s
zance of their n

(2) Tha deeci
opens to us groad poscibilitics not only within the CI but
also within all the working close orgenizations, espccially
the trado unions. Up to guite recoently, overy stagce of the
radicalization of the magses impliosd inevitably a new flow
toward the Stalinists. This was proecisely the cause for our
isolation and for our weakroess. Going to the left meant go-
ing to Moscow, and wc wers loockcd upon as an obstacle on this
road. Today, Moscow hes token on an aspect which mcans the
obligation to support the imperielism of Franmce, Czccho-
Slovekia, c¢te. For usg, it is no longer a question of pro-
pounding the subtletices of the thecory of socialism 1n ong
country and of the permancnt rovolution, but of putting
squarely the question: Are we the willing slaves of our own
imperialism or its mortal enemies? Even if the di fforentin-
tion within the framowork of the CP does not take place quite
rapiddy {(a2lthough we may also oxpect catastrophic upheavals,
above all if we know how Lo intervenc), the olementary flow
of the masscs ftoward the CP must inevitably slacken and cven
STONe

soakes and ro-cntsér our ranks,
ve bobrayal of Stalin and of his CI view,

[ 3= R )

Lo L

o

The latest slcctornl successes of the Fronch CP in no
way invalidatoes this assertion. The mosscs have not had the
necossary time to assimilate the Stalinist betrayal, cven in
its most genorcl aspect. Yesterday's inertic is still in of-
foct, but Stalinism today is corroding on é11 sidos. It must
fall to picces. Tomorrow, or the day after, we will appoar to
the massces 28 the only revolutionsry possibility. The slogan
for the Pourth Intormstionel assumcs, under these conditions,
an oxceptional importenco.

(5) The solf-same circumstanccs demonstratc the neccessity
for the implacable strusgglc ageinst the SAP which we have
undertakor. after two years of negotiations, attempts at
rapprochement, hesitations, ste. Tho SAP gentry have re-
Vooled 4hemseives to be irreconcilable and perfidious ene-
mies. They prowl around us, pilfer our ideas, our slogans,
dulling their revolutionary edge and spreading insinuations
about us that we are sectarians, bunglers die-hards; onec can
have nothing to do with us dsspitc the sceming corrcctness

of our ideas. Tho fact thot Baucr won't over to their gide

has supplied them with a telling srsument, all the more So
since our Germon section is not cuite intransigeant enough
towerds the SAP goentry. Tho morc flozible, many-sidod and,
above all, daring our policy of penctration into the mass or-
gonizations, 2ll the more intrensigecant must bo our gencral
policy, all the morc aggrossive must it be against all cen-
trist ideolozies, both those already hardoned and those
crystallizing. The banner of the Fourth Intermational must be
immutable, opposed to all othor banners.

(4) The preperation for the Mulhouse Congress (which has
opened today, at the moment these lines are boing written),
was o romarkable schooling not only for ouvr Fronch scetton,
but also for our entire intemastional orgonization.

Tho struggle centered around 3 motions: the right, the-
contrist and ours. In all tho districts in which our comrades,
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numerically weak a8 they are, have counterposcd unswervingly
our rosolution to the others, they gaiued votes and sympa-
thizers and at the same time thor compelled the centrists to
draw ocwey a 1littic fnrther from the right in order not to
losc their ontire iniflusnce. And, on the other hand, in the
foew casces in which our comr:ifes committed the grave crror of
cnterirg into a combination with tho centrists, thoy gaincd
nothing for our tondency ~ind at the same time pushed the
contrigsts toward the right.

These experiences prcvide us with the key for our en-
tira policy in this period: to enter into combinations with
the leaders of the SAP of the IAG (TLendon-Amsterdam Bureau)
and so forth, would imply to lose our own ildentity, compro-
mise vhe bamner of the Fourth International sand arrest the
devalopment of the diverse centrist currents on the Foad of
the revolubicn. As regerds our French section itself, the
Mulhouse Congress implies, or should imply, the beginning of
a navw period. Tre SFIO i% not only not a revolutionary party
but it is not even a proletarian party. It is pe tty bour-
‘geold not only in its policies, but also in its social com-
position. This narty ovrensd to us cerbain pessibilities and
it was correct to have formulated and utilized them. But
these possibilities are limited. The Mulhouse Congress, to-
gether with the repercussicns which will fellow it, should
more or less materially delineate these possibilities., The
prestige gained by the Bolshevik-Leninist group must trans-
form itself by flooding light upon the workers., But the work -
ers are primarily outside of the SP, in the CP, in the trade
union orgauiszations and among the unorganized., The Bolshevik-
Leninist group must know how to effect a new turm, which is
the logical development of the previous stage. Without, of
course, making the slightest concessions, it is necessary to
concentrate ninc-tenths of the efforts upon the denunciation
of the Stalinist betrayal,

(5) Tho strugele of the different tendencies against us
coincide today almost entirely with the ideological prepara-
tion ("bourrage de crame") for the new impeorialist war. Op-
position to the war must coincide to an ever increasing de-
greo with sympathy for the Fourth Internmational. The condi-
tion for succecss is the ruthless struggle against the slight-
est concession in the thoory of rnetionsl defense, The inevi-
table regroupment in the difforont working class organiza-
tiong (CP, trade unions, etc.) musgs open for us an outlet to
the working class masses, It 15 mecassary to orient ourselves
in this direction with all the required independence. This re-
groupment cun rosult in the creetion of o new party within a
set and quite close period of time. ' :

(6) It ie absclutely essential to speed up the preperatory
work for the Fourth Intsrnationsl. The rovolubionary elements
which will separate themsocives during the goenorel regroupment
inside the working clsss must have the possibility to join
directly an international crganizetion basing itself on the
entire experience of the revolutionary struggles.

June 10, 19356 CRUX
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CRUX (TROTSKY) ORDERS 4 NEJ TURNY

The French section of the ICL, which entered the SFI0, "must
know how %o efiect & new turn", because, "We are obviously entering a

rew period", says Crux in his le

tter of June 10th, which was wresented

to the members of the PC of the TTorkers Purty August 5the Let us con-
sider this new turnm and this new seriod of which Crux speaks . What

Crux means by the new turnm can be
"new turns® up bto the »present.

clearly understood by reviewing the

Pirst we existed as the Left Opposition of the Comintern with

th
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serspective of restoring it to & Loninist policy end regimes Af-

our perspective; we gsaid that it

national as instruments for revolution and thet it was neccessary to
13 now rovolutionary partics and the Fourth Intcrnationale The '

3
T
s no longer possible ©o roform or usc tho partics of the Third In-
by
i
tnooretical motivation for tho rolentloss struggle ageinst Stalinism

and the attempt to oust it from igadershin, revolved around its ro-
vision of Marzicm on tho thoory of spcialism in ong country and its
turcauncratic rogime. Our gstrategicel linc of roforming the CI rested
upon the premisc that tho class cvents, tho rovolutionary workers in

the GI and the action of the Teft

Opposition, bascd upon Marxi sm,

could provent stalinism from consuming the decisive gstructure of the
vwholc organization. Jc thought that in the race with time we would

wine, Instcad, the German svent pr

ovod not only that thec CL could not

be reformed, btut that 4the Sovict Union was on the hrink of the abyss.
The now turn to the Fourth Intornational was nocossary. The capitula-

tor, Ferscn, 1S incorroct.

The vicaknoss of the new turn nes its roots in the inability of

the major scctions of the formor

Teft Opposition to carry on indcpon-

don% class cctivity, mess work, in conjunction with thoir cfforts to

roform thoe Communist Partics.

The thoéroticol motivotions for our intrensigeont struggle
agoinst Stolinism were pascd on Marxist principlos. Noverthelcss, We

vorked as o fretion of the CI,
meinteincd ~n INDISPENDENY ORG..NIS
gon the struggle cgainst stoalinis

hoped to cut out the concer bofor

The principle quostion, wh
Itolinism, called for o strotegic
the OT to roform it. But after i
possible to roform tho CI. ¢ odo
Thc silogen for the Fourd Interna
this dircction through the Pact o
(Summer of 1933).

iJo have failed %o continud
rother we have token o fow stops

.

~lthough we VGre outside of it and

ARTON. Trotsky ond his followers be-
t rovisionism ot its incecption and
¢ it consumcd the body. :

jch motivatcd the strugglo agninst
~1 line of working o8 & faction of
4tlor tock power it wos no longer
phod noney gtrotogical Tinc, issucd
ticnml ~nd took thoe first step in
¢ pour -nd thc Committoc of Four

%o morch forward on this road;
beekusrd, Then Hitler come o power,

7o s2id thot no revolutionary poriy oxistcd, no rovolutionary intcr-
ntional cxisted; thoersfore tho nand of the Fourth International. e
doclarcd thht the Sccond ond mpird Interncticnols wore stumbling

blocks on the ro~d to rovolution

which wos bosod upon royglutionat

~nd thot the only world organizotion
v Mezzism wes the Loft Opposibtion.
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not o party, not on intornﬁtion&lf”Eﬁf~W@'Wﬁﬁﬁgﬁne Gtk Yo vl
1tornational owd. ite.Bortios, and tho Soginjpe inshoyment reo-
_‘:ﬂj—ﬂ glgnntic tasks. Jo were the corc nf 'thb;\fni‘l})zz};‘ﬂ:nter~

2le Tho logical step to follow ftue Committce of Fowr, which insg
seould have procceded it, was o coisglidnto the world force of
Lol Opnosition through o world conforomsas, +neough cstoblishing
@ 7Orla cuthoritative bodye. This wos the time to toke stops to become
o Tunctioning orgonizotion on o world scale and crceate o genuine and
collcctive internationnl lecdership.

. To ¢all this world convention of our forces and plan our next
stop, as proposcd by us through the Oshlor letter to the IS in Janu-
2Ty, 1934, months becforc the "TPrench turn'" wos proposod, was the duty
gf the loadeorship. Instcad, comrade Trotsky, the I35 and the Unitad
states scetion, which I proposcd should tcke the initiative and de-
mond this step - 21l foiled to rospond and scid it wes not possible.,
Ig wiere going to build the Fourth Intornntional, and it was not ovon
possitle to consolidate our owvm world forco ORGANIZATIONALLY, for the

This fatal error was the beginning of the backward steps. Upon
its heals, out of the clear bluc sky, without preparation for it in
our-organizetion, internationally, come o now turn - tho so-callad
French turne 4 plenum was colled aftcr the "turn", after the vntry of
our group in France, which wos nofhing mcrc nor less than o rubbor~
stoamp epprovel of what had clrcady boen donc.

The failure of the Pact of Four shculd hove warncd us to ro-
oxamine our past. To underst-nd our post weakness and our inobility
(ond ofton opposition) to combincd foetion work with moss work, The
failure of the Pact of Four should have varncd us to spoed up the or-
gonizational consolidotion of our world groups. Instead, comradc
Trotsky ond the othoers forced through o new turn which liguidates our
sections into the Sceialist Partics. .

Pollowing tho cntry in Fronce, it bocome cn intornctional ori-
entation and, like o plaguc, affocted scetion after scetion with op-
portunist moves in the dircction of the Socialist Partics or, whore
they did not cxist, with opportunist methods of overcoming isolation
from thc masscs.

This now oricntation was not o lugical step flowing from tho
new turn for the Pourth Internationnl cfter the Germon debaclo. This
"now turn" contradicted the real turn. It is not primarily & guesticn
of orgonizational cntry or non-cntry of onc scetion into o contrist
porty, olthough it wns proscented thot way. Intry is only onc phosc of
the now oricntation, tho organizationcl phasc.s More importont is the
political-theoretical phnse which is decisive.. In Fronco, ond subsc-
quently in other countrics, the cntry wos motivated by theooreticel
considoraticons, which involved principlc guostionse The mochanical
soporation of ontry or non-ontry from the theorcticcl motivotion wos,
ond is, false, a~nd helps the "Fronch twrn" group sncok in their folse
line step by step - os they hove dono. :

Ths thooretical motivations for the cntry, os e hove said so
often beforc, involve: (1) o now cvaluction of Soci~l Democracy; (&)
o frlsc concept of Orgonie Unity: (2) . falso orgenizatiocnal perspec-
tive for the Pourth - that the road to the Fourth lcads through the
Socond Internetional: (4) the liquidcoticon of the only INDEPENIENT

TVOLUTIONARY Ma.2ZI.N /ORLD ORGANIZATION in the world; and (3) the
"toacticel turn ONIY FOR FRaNCEY, as o corrcctly predicted wos tho
boginning of an INTEANLLION.L ORIZNV.LTION

e R i e veatn
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Spoglting—of* fhv nrdvnrati ne far the Mulhcusc Tongross, the

Jun2 10th lettor says: in thoce cos8es Chere sur c-mradcs commitbiod
Crrors anc cntorcd int: combinoti-ne “ith the centrists, se lost
ground, ond only in thoso ceascs whoers ~ur fr.eti-ne held up #h indo-
Pendont vanneor d4id -ve goin. But this wny of corrcetly posing the
2roblem is only OHE PLRT of tho problen. If this is true ithin tho
SPIO, ond it is, it is o hunfred tin. s nors import-nt to ronlize that
tho ontry of scctions 37 the ICL in nony ports of the -svld into the
porties of tho %econd Intornstional had, on ~ orld senle, the offcet
Srux points out in the SFIO. The ligquic ti-n of incCepoendoent scetions
ML their ontry of scetisns into the p-rtics of whoe Sze-nd Intor-
i onal, is o form of combin~ti-n -ith contrists >Ff tha Secernd In-
virnnticonal, just as our foctisnnl antry iants the €I -, uld havo boon

. form of combinati-n -sith burcnueratic contrism,

————. e,

Yosterdny ve -/>uld h-ve ligquid~tod sur incependont scetins
Liato the 2 rties of the CI if o hald been nble to obtrin guarantcos
oI domocratic centralism; tolay we should corry on faction iork in
vhe partics .f tho CI & an oucilicry toetic in the -crk of builcing
the independont pertics o7 the Tourth Iitornctioncl. o should do tho
Sséme in the partics of tho dceond Intemationals Both Intornationsls
ere non-rovolutionary; noither can be reformcd; neither cen be used
&8 Instrumonts of rovoluti-n,

In the Junc 10th letter Crux tolls us (~het the Owpposition te
the "French turn™ knew) that <ho 3710 is not -~ revolutionary porty,
is not o proleteorinn porty, is o potty-bourgeois barty; that tho
Pos8ibilitics of -jork in it nro linited; the —crkers ~ro drimorily
outside of the 37I0, in tho CP, in the trade unions, Criong viic un-
orgonized, ctce This is not ~ new frot. This 7.8 knovm to Crux and to
us before the "Pronch turn'., Jhy ¢id he not scy this thon? “"hy did ho
721t until entry and only derl cbstractly :ith this questipn in o
postseript to his Nuvembor 1st lottor to the IS ond the Ioadership of
the Belgicn scction, ..ftor the ontry in Froneo he sont out this lot-
tor as the next step on the now oricntotion, to loy the basis for its
international aphlication cnd to proparae the ro~d for the Balgicn
entry, counterposing the 2etty-bourgeois SFIO to the POB with its
Proloteorian cadros.

Nui7 tha June 10th lettor cgoin "discovors" the favorzable op-
portunitics for viork in the GP of Fronees Crux dovelops this point in
the Junc 10th lettor whon ho 8p27k3 of the CI nd the new poriod, re=-
sulting from the decisive batreynl of the st-linists which opcns up
"great possibilitios not only ~sithin the CI, but nlso within all of
the Jorkors! organizoations", This is corrcct, but -fund-mentelly
nothing now, Didn't sjo all sgree thnt steliniar w s moving repidly
to the right in the Soviect Union ond internationnlly? 0% ecoursoc,

“his latest development “is only tho fruit of %he rond Swalin ig fol-
lowing ond thoe conecretizotion of ~hot =z ~1l pointcd out boforo,

But the IS, ond ospociclly tho € .nnon~Schachiman faction in
the United 3tates, turncd thoir backs on Ffaction work in the CI, and
marched rapidly toward the Socond Imbtornationsl. Thore is o megs of
cvidcnee to prove how bittor the "Pronch turn” foction wes against
our Torces who demanded coreful ond spoocdy footion work in the CI
partics, To corroctly pointcd out thot tho crack-up in the CI fol-
lowing the German debacle yould be slo.or than the erock-up and
factional cetlvity in tho Social Domocrciie portics, vut that it wos
inovitable and that we propare for it. ,

= e i .
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nrtional Portics. But it is likcuise
~activity in thoe contrist groups outsi
Taterniticnals ~nd in the OT. . o
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Por & dobtoiltd onplysis of EhIS iutornaticnal T
Por o deteildd anolysis of tThis SgthT of tho- Jorkors party ef
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gpseinl articlos by Stomm, Biffel, ond
5he Unitcd Statos. o
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Now, Crux has gnother "new turn™ for Pran??s qugrgfoggé%oin
his lotter of June 10th, which is ottochod. d¥0rulp ao:nd? Thereces
from thoe othoer turns, rnd in'whic@ @ircetlen %O%Sf%tvgawf;oﬁ tho néw
the slogon of tho Tourih Into;a;tlanz% coﬁ?ogt%?wnﬁcngSOQﬁod in tho
porspoctive, offer Hitlor's victery, the  Acw bt s repoctivoss one
letter of June 10th by Crux cencerls wilthin lb-gfoﬁfiquﬁrom ihe ;
hich contradicts tho "Fronch turn' “nG .ne ”h}?ﬁdfi.fn of tho
"Prench turn”. If the "new turn! includes o ?OP?L%{:lZJrst séop to -
"Pronch turn", then o split in thoe SFIO uou}u bﬁ ’?bta;n” docs not in-
vord corrccting this fundomontal crror. If.bhi-ﬁ?qdf the "Fronch
- ", ~nd that scoms 1o be the variny e -2 N "
%gggiéain%u;%;within_tho fromeuork of the new oricntotion of the ICL,

the so-called Trench turn,

&

. i this in detail i article, WHAT IS THE

Jo hove explnined this in dotaill in tyc ar Lo, M .
U URD égUBSE OF THD‘BOL;HEVIK~LENINIST§ FACTION IN TED STIO,,pHE
lishod in the Interncl 3ulletin of the TJorkers Porty. ST

* * e 7 e 1 .. O.: c

: .Unless the theoreticnl motivations for thq 'E?G§Chngrnﬁiﬁ§a
rojected, the split, no motter how mony m%m?ois %?ogélinCZroﬁting -
s - N . svite of the bos intonti ) - a o
it, 7111 not swuccccd, in spite £ i aring
inaepondont Marxist Porty. ILikeuisc, ﬁhot?oJ 2£gnj%gzgefhgfcg§tﬁgt’
“hich "ple £ ‘ R0L, no notter - < o
“hich hes ploced obsoluts CONYROL, * > I ’ 0 v
Commiﬁt;e,pinto the honds of ONLY thot tondoncy.:hlgﬁ Gﬁ%iﬁiéi.%ﬁfn"
"Fronch turn", and which excludes those “ho - 0pposo i'onS ety
from the left (Vorocckon, .irgentine ~nd Brezillon sco z’q 5.8 “;n%or
7illsdaecd o defect of | ~hicotige. the-creation of & sjorld center

RIS B

for the Fourth Iuntornstionnl. Tt 711l not have cven the positive ro-
sults of the Pact of Four which, dospitc its foilure, wos in the mein
a correcct and nccessary stop. v :

The June 10th lotter says that o muss toke vory daring stops

R

.to goet out of our isolation, Yos, some scctions of tho ICL have taken

very dering steps to get out of their isoloticn. These steps cen bo
only labelled opportunist obtompts. Dvon the IS hod to criticize the
"opplication™ of the now turn of the .ICL -~s ~pplicd in Bolgium, -
Pol~nd, Chile, Cuba, The "lino" Wl correet, but the "application”
was urong, s~ys the IS. This has o fomilicr sound! Qur matoriol pro-
Sents additional "opplicetisn™ of the ncw turn, which the IS "over—
looks™, : '

© . 4 ravolutionory policy c.lls for intrcnsigonmeo agoinst oll
forms of centrism, but the intr-nsige-nce of the now oricntation is
shovn only agrinst the CT -nd tho centrist groups outside of the
Sccond and Third Internetion~ls. The new oricntotion ~nd its ap»lica-
tion carry -writh it avintering fdown of our intronsigonnce cgoinst the
Sccond Internationzl, ns objoctive frets for tho lost year so omply
Proves The "French turn" grouss -7ill ~nsver thot thoy are moncuvering
to win tho contrists from the sceond Internntisnnl. Very good; but
thoy have the Jrong method. It is £ .1se to givo up our orgonizotisnal
indopendencey the theoreticenl notivot ins prosented by the IS are
false. It is corroct %o carry on focticnal wrk in tho Scecond Tnter

o8 urgoent to carry on foeticnal

-

tc of the Sceond ~nd Third

T e i




THTBRNAYTONLL COMMUNI 57 IE.GUB (BOLSIBVIK-LENINISTS)

Brazilian Section -
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nesolubtion on the French Question
April, 1955.

nhe IV Kotional Conference of the International Com-~
munist League (Bolshevik-Leninigts) Brazilian section, at 1ts
March 3lst session, and with the atiendance of the delegates
from the Rio Janeiro, Saz0 Paolo and Ceara regions, decided,
after a thorough discussion of The published documents on the

French Ouestion and on the basis of the following motives:

(a) Politically, the SFIO is already & baukrupt organiza-
tion, and thanks o its countless betrayals of the proletari-
at has no longer any revolutionary value.

(b) nhe increasing radicalizstion of the French vorkers,
that can only ezpresg itsclf in their progressive Bolshevi-
zvation, demends more than ever o consistent policy by the
Trench section, a policy that should consist on the one hand
of an infiltration of part of their members into tho ranks
of “he sociczlists, «nd on the other hend the preservation of
the absolute independencc of the Leaguc orgonizotion, cspe-
cinlly boccuse of the extremely favorable objeoetive S
situction. : :

(c) The Pronch scoction should have proposad their om-
trmace into the cxisting united front, so thet in casc of
thoir rojoction thoy could prove to uhe Jorkers the incctive
cné burconoratic charoctor of this united frent, ond in casc
of sheir neceepbtance, to uvilize ovory posoible meoans to male
ths united front o gemuine werpon agrinst fascisme

(d) mhe majority of the Frouch scetion (66 ~gninst 41
delogrtes to the Notionnd conforcnce) decided on sacrificing
{ths inéocpondence of their orgenization, and in spite of 21l
solomn dcecloroticns nbout "fiithiullness to principles", ctec.,
actually degraded thomsclves to hengors-on of the soeinl de-
mocracy, in actunl disregrrd of the vrsic principles of the
thoses om which the found~eion ol our intemationcl orgonizt-
tion wos 1mid. Whesc tactice lonC nocosshrily to ¢ roising of
ths prestige of ©the combrint bur.ouerscy ~nd thorcby to o cor-
t~in cxtont to ~ damming up of Ukl DroCCSI of raficnlization

thot is toking ploce mmongy tha HNSS03 of socialiet workers,

(e) This position of tho mojority of the French scction
must be consziderad 5 the huginning of o genoral process of
rovision -~né liguidation thot hr.s boon going on intor-

4.

J

notionnlly since who declmrnvion > indopondconce of the
Leoguo; ~nd it is cousing intorantionnl politicenl differconti-

o S

ctions ~né scrious criges in tho other geceticns, o sivuntion
th~t is mnde ovon worsc by btho atuitude of cemrzde Trotsky . .
omé she Intornational Scerctoritie :

on proves practi-

(£) Thig attitude of the Pronch scction
cally that it is indulging in opourtunist hopcs for o rovi-~
h

val in the II Intcrpmstioncl, which, through its countloss bo-
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NEWS FROM FRANCE ON SQCIAL-PATRIOTISM

The Echo 0f Stalin's Communique In Reformist Camps

We shall only quote two influential opinions here, that
of Blum and that of Tebas, the two actual leaders of the uni-
ted front in Trence, Bium writes: "Stalin's pronouncement
leads - if we extract its logical meaning -~ to conclusions
that the Socialist Party has not been willing to accept at any
time in its history: the unconditional duty of national de-
fense, participation in the government!s armament policy,
agreement with the government's thesis of "Safety in armed
force"., In fact, Stalin's formula lsads directly to a concep-
tion, the danger of which the latest conference of the Second
International paid especial attention to: of being drawn into
the Holy Alliance of pre-war times, on account of the war
danger, and thereby dragging the proletariat into war pre-

. paraelnessg, "

48 you see, Blum knows pretty well how to place himself
as a "revolutionist" to the left of Stalin: who helps whom?
But listen further: "This is the theoretic conflict, But far
from being & hindrance to unity, on the contrary it will fa-
cilitate it, if we know how to convince the masses of workers,
that it can only be resolved in unity itself. First unity.
Then the re-united party cen freoly and independently estab-
lish its platform".

- wmewIn O0ther words, reformism hopes to cure itself at the ox-
bensc of Stalinism. The reformist poison will again becomeé
morc dangerous! And observe, a Lebas, a right SFIO leader, who
Ssuddonly rcocalls -~ what? (Populaire v,5.VL. 35):~

"And if in spitc of the patont wishes of the pesople nev-
eér to sec another war, the policy of the bourgeois government
leads thom to one, a certain rosolution of the International
Congress of 1907 could very well become the pattern of action
for the working class partics”. (4 litcral gquotation ofthe
final passages of the Stuttgart Resolution: "In case of war
nevertheless™ and so forth, follows).

And L'Humenite is bound by the terms of the united front
pact and Stalin’s communiquc to be silent where it should be
the first duty of a communist party to expose this cynical de-
magogy to the PFronch working class, :
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The Echo In The Freneh Imperialist Camp

Hore the officious voico of 1l Tomps will suffice. Their
corregpondent, who accompanicd Laval on his trip, wrote a gor-
geous 1% column article on May #1 about "Stalin™ - Barbusso
couldn’t have donc it bettor, Therc we find the following sen-
tencos:

"Wo know the statomont that Stalin madc, and that was
exprossed in the final communigquc. They say it was the loader
of the Third Ianvcernational himself who decided to give this
condemnation of the campaign against the defonsc of Prance a
more festive form than that of an interview or a speech. If we
remember the faet that German diplomacy, cven in the flourish-
ing days of Rapallo, never managed to achieve as much, if we
remember that this is the clearest proof that Stalin would not
hesitate, in case of need, to sacrificc any theory in the in-
terests of defensc of the SU; then we can form a picture of
the consequencos that Leval's trip to Moscow and the hearty




NOTES ON SOCIAL-PATRIOTISM -~ &~

faith it crcated, ean have. Mayv they not oven be greater than
it socms. at the moment, and may not thesc negotiations form a
milestone in the cvelution of the Russian rovolution and its
forcign policys" '

Ne dovbt the swoach bourgceoisie know., from long ox-
pericnce, wnat o military alliiance means, They have not a bad
undorstanding of tho pact with the Soviet Union.
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The Opposition

Fortunately, a wave of protest of considersblc size im-
nediatoly rose ageinst the treachorous policics of the two
working clsss partics. But not overyone who cries "traitor”
Las the revolution in mind. The opposition is composcd of the
most vorisd clomonts thet we con divide about as follows:

(1) Those who reject the pact and Stalin's statement because
they are pacifists, opponents of armament snd of the Versailles
"unplessaniness,” - _

(2" Those who consider the pact a necessity but wish to kmow
that the indenendence of the French proletariat is belng pro-
tected (no civil peace, revolutionary action, "revolutionary"
defense of the 8.U.). -

(2) Thes.e who reject Stalin's declaration and the pact on
revolutionary grounds . T '

Nabturslly, a clean-cut separation is not possible, and
the transitions are fimid, for the present gituation - in the
very midast of peace - does not yet force the proletarian
groupings to take a decided and unambiguous position, on the
contrary permits all sorts of gradations and creates a "united
front" ranging from petty bourgeois pacifiste to revolutionary
defeatists, :

It is interesting to note that the Amsterdam-Pleyel
movement of the Stalinists was badly torn as a result of the
latest events, and that the consistent pacifist and "revi-
sionist" intellociual "faction" there (in the AP movement) led
by Professor Rivet and Professor Iangevin, felt themselves
compelled 4o givo out a resolution in which, although in a mild
form, they speak thoir minds about the Russian pact ("Without
revision of thesc unjust laws - the Vercailles agrcemoent - the
mutusl assistanco pact would strengbthen a terriborial status
that is hatod by 80,000,000 Europcans. Ultimately they would
hinder neither armament nor wWar.") :

A similar petty bourgeols social-pacifist position is
also taken by the "Frontist" movement of the former radical
socialist Isygory for rejecticn of the psct and propaganda for
direct dealirngs with Hitler., The Pupists also move on a Simi-
ler track; Doriok, who also, it is known, declared for direct
dealings with Titler, cerried on the election campeign in 3t.
Denis almost exclusively under the slogan "Down with the
Holy Alliance™, "For Peace", withovt giving a positive revo-
lutionary slcgan; in connection with the Russian military al-
lisnce he even declarsd that Stalin intended to carry the
revolution into Germany on the points of bayonets - which the
peaco-loving Doriot sharply pilloried. The Doriot weskly,
RYANCIPATION, does not wear this cpen pacifist face, but apart
from the arbicles of Doriod, prescnts a whole series of ar-
ticles emphasizing the revolutionary tasks of tho French pro-
letariat. '
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Is thero an opposition_against the ncw Stalinist line in
th@}CPF itself? A1l we kuow ahout it™ig thet in the 15th Peris
district the IC is said to have decided sgeinst Stalin's de-
claration; that in the abovoe-mentionecd merbersnip meeting on
May 17, Thores! spoech was received with a stony silence,
that in the voting on the final rosolution only 7 comrades ab-
stained anda a youth comrade voted ageinst it. It is said that
a series of protest lotters kept coming o the offico of the
Humanite doy after day, that omong othor things domanded the
expulsion of Stalin., Tho provincial districts of Jura,
Aurrillac, Montlucon, arc supposecd to0 have held pro test meet-
ings. We toke this news from the monthly "Que Faire" of June,
1235, The "Que TFeire" group is, to be sure, not organized in
the Communist Party, tut has relations with it, Theoy ftake the
pesition thet the Russian pact as such is to boe supported,
but net Stalin's doclarstion, that is: the slogan of civil
peacc, They gave out a lecflet rcading:

"Defonse of the Soviet Union®%? 7Yes.
But the one defersce that is possible is the revolutionary
tofeunso of tro 3.U. .

For this wo must fight today

Against national dofomso and the Holy Alliance

Lgainst 2ll the imperialist and militarist behavior of

cur bourgcoigie

For workers! control

For the factories

For the arming of the prolotariat

Tor scldiers! committeccs and their sponsoring by workors!

organizations.

For populnr voating for officers.

And the rosult of this independent revolutionary struggle
of tho proletariat in peace as in war, will be the workers' ’
and peasants! government, the gonuine ally of the Soviet Union,
who alone will be able to wege a revolutionary wor in brotherly
partnersnip with tho German and Russian workers and those of
the entire world."

A gonuine revolutionary opposition to civil peace within
the SFIO is conducted by the grouvp around Marcel Pivert, by
the Bolshevik-Teniniot faction, by individual "Planists' like
Dumotiin. Pivers in exprassing himsclf against the civil peace
pslicy of Blum & Co., is at the some time demning that of the
Stalinists: :

"ohe National Council (of the SPIO) was not willing to
ask the party's advice about the struggle against war. But the
party is more or less involved with tic policies of French
imperialism...by tho sentence in ILeon DBlum's specch, where he
offers the collaboration of the proleteriat (without having
consulted them) For & so-called wor of national dofense.
Therefore, we shall vobte against the report of the parliamen-
tary group. This protest is intended to crystallize an opposSi-
tiod within the party that will teke o firm stand againgt all
forms of social pacifism and collaboration on the plea of

national dcfense."
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Tho urgent noed of an independent revolutlonary Marxien

organizstion inm Frence, Which will caxry on fnetion work in-

_side the contrist portics, a8 proposed by Tomilicr and othors,

_.can bo clenrly seon by the re-alignment of forcss taking

Place irrthie working class ercund the guestion of Social Pa-
Sriotism. The now turn of the ICL, which has beon translatod
throughout the worid, wherover it has boon applicd into en
opportunist road to the masses, erd hos playoed into tho hands
0oF the roformist and contrists, the defondors of Social-
Patriotism. -

The right turm of the CI and tho dogeoneration into the
awomo of Socizl-Patriotism, in Some rospects, has placed the
ste1inists to the right of groups and scctions of the Second
Tuternntional, oven though neither orgenization can be Tre-
formed or used as an instrument for rovolution. At the semo
time, the Strlinists left this widc open breach, the fommer
Left Opposition made o counter-move, not as oxpected, toward
the Fourth Tntermational, but rathor toward the Sccond Inter-

i netional, through the se-called Prench turne This hes dis-
: oricnted many of our sections, who cndeavor to reach the mass-
es througk onporitnnisi moves or through outright capitulation

4

G

" T40 Socisl Democracy, as was the cuse of the entry into the
POB. In tum, othor scctiond of the cIass,; moving to the loft
rosctod to tie Stalinist right swing and the ICL new turn, by
thomselves movinz Howard or romalining in the partices of the
Sccond Internmetiontdi. :

Phe oune stop forward through the peet of the Four has
now bscn trensformed invo two stops packwerd throvgh the now
tarn of thy ICL andi tho now cortact commitice for the Pourth
International, e contact committce which gives mechanical and
complctc control to that faction which cndorses the ¥Fronch

. burn.
" . The orgs gtion of building the
Tourth Internati to roplace the two banirupt inter-
nntionals, cannot bo scparated on the oue nead from the theo-
rotical mobtivations which it omenates from, as woll as the re-
lotion of these ormanigzational aspscts +o the concereto QuUes-
tions of the day, first emong thom the question of Socind-
Patriotism and the rchabilibsbion of ihs contrists of the
Second Intornational on the basis of tho hlunders of Stalinism

and the now turn of the ICL.

- .
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A HANDSOME PRESENT
(On The Letter Of Pivert And Some Letters Of Trotsky)

Phe terseness of the class relations in France was
dramatically porireyed by the strikes of the arsenal workers
and their bloody eliashes with the imperialist state, These
wers lightning flashes heralding the onrushing storm. They
will be followed by other struggies of & wider and more Se-
rious ch&racier. Such events cannot pass without producing
profound effects on the organizations of the working class,
The SFIO was no exception. The immediate effect there was to
sharpen immensely the equally tense struggle between the so-
cial patriots end the revolutionists. Not by accident the
struggle became hottest in the youth. The Bolshevik-TLenin-
ists Tind themselves in the center of this struggle and the
object of attack by the social patriots.’

' The exvulsion of Zellar and others, including Some
~ comrades of the Bolshevik-Leninist youth, ané the impending
expulsion of the adults from the SFIO, pubt on the edge of &
knife the question of the perspective of the Bolshevik~
Leninists with respect to the Fourth International in con-
crete terms of & new party in France and especially in re-
lation to the SFPIO. It is clear that the game in the S¥FIO
is almost up. The Bolshevik-Ieninists will have to conti~
nue the struggle as a separate organization., The letters of
Tyotsky to Rous and the French Bolshevik-Leninists are at-
tempts to impress this fact on them, and - thig ig the im~
portant thing - adapt the course of the Bolshevik-Leninists
%o the new situation., In & word, the independent course has
been imposed upon them by the social patriots. |

-~ If Trotsky's remark that “"--none among us has ever
considered that our possibilities inside the SFIO were un-
limited ond %hat we would remain linked to this party in-
definitely" is intended to convey the idea that the inde-
pendent course was their perspective and that the present
situsation is the occafion for its realization, it is com-
plétely false., The entire course of the Bolshevik-
Teninists, in entering the Second International, and the
logic of the new orientation, contradict it. Moreover, in
the summer of 1934, Trotsky wrote, 1u connection with the
liquidation of the TFrench Communist League into the SFIO,
that there was a likely possibility of repeating the Con-
gress of Toursl If the perspective has always been what
Brotsky says, why has he found it necesSary to emphasize S0
vigorously for two months (letters of June 10, July 30,°
August 11) what should be, in the sresent circumstances,
the obvious ouvtcome of their course - the immedigte crea-
* %tion of an independent purty? Isn't it clear that Trotsky
is either trying to overcome resistance 1o that course in
the ranks of the Bolshevik-Ieninists themselves”or antici-
pating it and trying to overcome it in advance? Whence
comes that resistance if the independent course i8S the true
outcome of the perspective on which they entered the SFIO?

The truth of the matter is plain enough. Under the

pressure of events Trotsky 18 trying to make a turn which
contradicts the former courfe, The motivation he gives
shows that. He argues for the independent course on the
ground that the gituation is objectively revolutionary.
Only & year ago he argued for the liguidation of the French
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Communist ILeague on the ground that the situation was pre-
revolutionary and the denouement was a question of six months,
& vear or two years) ' '

According to his purpose Trotsky draws different and
opposits conclusions from essentially the same fects. Both
the past and pregsni goursse cannot flow from the objective
situation. If the imminence of decisive events dictated the
liquidation of«the imdepsndent Morxist oigenization and 1tS
immersion in the party of the social patriote, the greater im-
minence of decisive events cannot dictate exactly the opposite
course, independence from the social patriots. '

"~ Objection will be made by those who support the new
orientation that the "progress' of the Bolshevik-Teninists in
the SFIO mokes the independent course possible now, whereas
tho weakness and isolation of the Pronch Communist Loague made
its liquidation into tho Second International a burning neces-
sitys. The implication of this objection is that the docisive
consideration in determining the coursc is the size of the
Marxist group and 1vs connections with the socinlist workers,
that is to say, tacticol considerations. The objcctlion and
the criterion which is implicit in it comes straight from the
argunonts Trotsky himself medo lest yoar in motivating the
new orientetion. But now ho advances a NeW critorion: the de-
cisive consideration is the necessity for the revolutionists
to act independently of the social patriots because decisive
events are imminsnt. . : _

Fhat Troteky is saying here is thaet when decisive
revolutionary events are spmminent the independent policy and
independent orgenization of the revolutionists are indispen-
gable conditions for the independent action of the clofs.
That 18 of course a principle of Marxism which Trotsky him-
Self Gid much to establish against the Stalinists in the
post-Tenin period. But that is what we have besn saying in
the struggle against the newv orientation. On this line it 1is
possikle to build a Mersi st independent party. :

Now it follows that Drotsky violated this principle
theoretically, politically and organizationally when he con-~
ceived the opportunist and liquidationist unev orientation.

It follows, too, thet all those including Trotsky who insis-
Yod ond still do that the new orientation is a tactical
question are incorrect. And it follows further That we are
entirely correct both in our conbéption that e principle of
Merxism was involved and in our gtubborn opposition to ,
Protsky's position. This is & handsome present even if it is
unintontional. ‘ ‘ _

It remeins for comrade Trotsky to draw the obvious
conclusions, acknowledge his error and begin to struggls
vigorously for a correction of the new orientation inter-
netionallys \ : ‘

But bhi® is precisely whatb mrotsky is not doing. On
the contrary, he affirms the co rrectness of the past course.
Consequently, the independent course will proceed on the
besis of the same theoretical and political premises which
motivated the previous COUrse. mhe independent course is,
therefore, a tactical shift within and on the basis of the
new orientation. It is not & correction of the past course
to a Leninist one., It is not‘a fund amentally new course at
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all. To what thie will lead, we have already discussed in the
article WHAD IS YHE FUTURE COURSE OF THE BOLSHEVIK-LENINISTS
IN THE SFIO?

The result of this policy is that the Bolshovik-
Leninists are placed in & dilemma. They affirm their pest
course, which led theu into +the SPIO, to make it the center
of rovolutionary unity. But now they are faced with the ne-
cessity of steering an indenendent course outsido of it. The
new orientation prevents thom from making the turn on the
correct basis of demanding that all rovolutionists and class-
congcious socialists split irom the social petriots immediate-
ly. If they bogin now %o advoecate this Leninist line they
would contradict their provious course which was objoectively
The direct opposite and expose it os a2 manosuver!

The result would be that there would bo great rosent-
ment ageinst them procisely among those workers to whom their
appeal should be directed. Let us see why. Before it gave
birth to the nsw orientstion the ICL damendod the destruc-
tion of the Secomd Intornationsl and criticized as left cen-
trists those who having doclared for internationalism ro-
fugsed to split from thc Second Intornational. Its ontire li-
torature was permocted with the thought. The following quota-

-~ -tions from the Draft Theses of tho Intornational Socretariat

of tho Intornational Communist ILeague formulatod in January ,
1934, on War and the Fourth Internstional, will show cloarly
what we mean: "The struggle with the patriotic prejudices of
the masscs moens above all an irroconcileble struggle
against the Sccond Internetionsl as an organization, &8s a
party, &8 a program, as a bamner." (Section £29) (First om-
phesis in original, second ours). "Ths lcft contrists, who
are in turn distinguished by o groat number of shadings
(se¢ethe Zyromski and Marceau Pivert groups in France and
others) srrive in words at the romumciation of the defense
of the fatherland. But from this bare romunciation they do
not draw tho necessary practicel conclusions. The groater
half of their internmationalism, if not nine tonths of it,
bears a platonic charactor. They foar to break away from the
right. contrists; in the ntme of the strugglo with *secta-
rianism' thoy carry on » strugglc agoinst Merxism, rofuso to
fight for a revolutionary Imboernetional and continue to ro-
main in the Seconmd Iuternctionz] 2t the head of which stands
the king's foolman, Vandervelde." (Scction 28. Pirst empha~
8is in the original, the others are ours). This is very
clear, The proctical conclusions which make international-
ism real include & split from the Second International.

Thet was ILenin's line from 1914.

Phe line of the new oriemtetion runs in exactly the
opposite direction. It liquidates the independent organiza-
tion of the revolutionisis., When the Bolshevik-Leninists
entered the SFIO thousands of workers in the SFIO, outside
of it in France and &lso those outsido of France took their

‘course to mean the rojection of the old line ond the "re-

tum” to the Second Internetional, That is how Pivert undor-
stood it. In his lobter to tho expelled youth Pivert puts it
very clearly: "They" (the SFIO bursaucrats) "therefore im-
puto to you the intention, which has long boen that of the
C.P., 't0 bore from within’, to demolish the socialist or-
genization, in order %o win the loadership, but with another
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stricture....But I never undsrstood your return to the Party
as a method of this kind. 411 the confusion exploitedisgainst
you arises from that." ' *

T4 is srue thot tonere i confusion, enormous confusion.
Pivert is correct om - cne:point: the TCL is responsible for
the confusion, This coniugion has olready dons much to viti-
ate the positive results of the fight the Bolshevik-Leninists
are making azainst the cleas~collaborationiet program and po-
1icies of the bureancracy. It has prevented them from ettack-
ing the iljusion of thes Socialigt workers that the SFIO is
the party of revolubtionary unity. mhus it has prejudiced the
success of their fubure course when, &S & result of the pres-~
ent developments, they attempt to create an ind ependent
party. : : ‘

Tt is likely that were there an independent Marxist or-
ganization in France or an aubhoritativemorld orgenization
which hammered homs this Teninist line to the socielist and
Stalinist -workers, entire curreits in thess orgenizations,
including Pivert, would see clearly the Merzist road to the
revolubion and the Fourth Tnternationsl. But there 1S none,
The ICL, to which history has agsigned this role, has been
working on the line of its new orientation and stubbornly re-
fuses to corrsct its course, _ '

Tnstead of correcting their course, explaining their
error and celling for the split the Bolshevik-Leninists are
going to follow & pcliicy of putting the responsibility of
organizational sp»lit on the burssucrsts, who had already
split the revolutionary movemend with their sociel patriotic’
course in 1974 ond hove continued it ewver gince. In this way,
the Bolshevik-Ieninists hope to justify their ind ependent -
exia tence. They &re going to fight for roinstatoment. In his
letter to Rous, Trobsky says: " - we ars ~ entirely in
serovment that the sitrugglo against oxpulsion, eventuslly
for the roinstatement of the youth, magst have an extremely
agegressive chaxacter: Ve accuse! We can draw up posters with
this title: We cccuse the lcaders of the French party of pre-
paring tho betrayal of the Trench youth." They are going to
figat for reimsbotemsnt invo tha party of Sccial patriotism
o ihe Bagis oT tho surazsle osainst social vatriotismi '

Whs inmediate results will be dangerous for .the suc-

cess of any indopendent course o whatever basis. In the first
place it introduces into the Bolshevik—Leninist.movanent the
ebsolutely anti-Teninist policy of deceiving the workerS.
%yo must say to ourselves,” says Trobsky in the letter of
August 11th to tho Bolshovik-Ieninists, "that tho transitory
pariod of the adaptation to the regime of the SPI0 is draw-
ing to its natural end. We must orientate ourselves practi-
cally towards tho revolutionary party with the shortest pos~
sible delayeesse : ’

" put to the workers the Bolshevik-Leninists aro going
to present the opposite policys They ore fighting for roin-
gtotement, that ip: for unity on the basis of the SFIO. But
these are only Vstatutory menoeuvres” says Trotsky. In the
letter to the Fremch Bolghevik-Leninists, Trotsky makes it
vory clear: "The declorations of the youth in favor of dis-
cipline, etc.; are usoful to demonstrate to the inexperien-
ced the bad faith of the reformists™ (is it only & gquestion
of bad feith?i) Jand the Stalinisis end to ummask the in-
trigucs of the SAPistSseed” ' o
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’ Yes, comrade Trotsky, you know that these are manoeu-
#%res. And we know it. But how shall the workers know it is
not your real policy? And why should they be fooled? Will
they be more sympathetie to the Pourth International when
they find out they were deceivaed? And for how many who may
be thrown out with the Bolshovik-Leninists will it be the
correct policy? When will they be told the truth?

Bolsheviks must always resort to manoesuvres against

- the clas$s enemy and against political opponents, But they
must never deceive the worksrs as to th@ir intentions and
they must explain patiently to the masses the chag@ptar end
purpose of all of their actions, Lenin and Trotsky always
observed that rule, It is just &s necessary today. Helping
the masses to learn from their own experience demands that
the Bolsheviks always tell them the truth.

But as a result of the new orientation the Bolshevik-
Leninigts and Trotsky cannot tell the truth. Trotsky's re-
ply to Pivert perfectly illustrates his dilemmsa,

The letter of Marceau Pivert expresses the sentiments
of & sincers but badly confused man, Its thought is the
clearest expression of the centrist character of the 1left
wing in the SFIO. The central axis of his appeal to the ex-
pelled youth is that revolutionary unity is possible on the
basis of the SPIO. On this basis he is opposed to the ex~
pulsion of the youth and for their reinstetement. He is also
opposed to the oexpulsion of social patriots, .

Pivert's position apparently is that social patriots
and Marxists can live in one orgeanization. From 1914 on,
Lenin confronted this question. He gave onse unvarying
answer: the prime duty of revolutionists was to split from
the social patriots; to constitute the new international on-
this basis; the policy of unity with social patriots was to
serve the bourgeoisie and split the working class, Lenin's
formula is good today. The social democracy is a hopelessly
social patriotic organization. Pivert himself rscognizes
that Blum and Co. want & free hand to dragoon the prolsta-
riat into the war in the sorvice of French imperialism. Yet
he cannot rid himself of the idea that the SFIO is THE
party of the class. And he is for its aggrandizement through
fusion with the social patriotic Stalinist party. -

Pivert and all those who think as he doesS can arrive
at a Leninist position on the question of the new Inter-
national, which can only be the ¥ourth Internationsl, only
if he masters the idea thai the revolutionists must unite in
& revolutionary party independent of the social patriotie
internationals by splitting from them immediately. The un-
necessary loss of a day ¢an endanger the success of the fu-
ture revolutionary party, so swiftly is the situation moving
now toward its inevitable denousment. It was Trotsky's duty
"to make this clear,

In his reply to Pivert, comrade Trotsky effectively
demonstrates & number.of the errors made by the former. But
he evades the central question of Pivert's letter -~ the
SFIO as the center of revolutionary unity. Yet this is the
question which is agitating thousands of workers and in-
volves the entire question of the Fourth International in
France. Tomorrow it will.be an even more burning issus.
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Instead, he makes an excellent and stinging denunciation
of the "democratic!" regime of the SFIO and sharply criticizes
Pivert for idealizing it. (Trotsky himself gave the democrat-
ic regime in the SFIO, brought about by the crisis in it in-
duced in turn by the crisis in the imperialist state, &s a
regson for the possibility of revolutionary work inside the
SPFIO and the liquidation of the French Communist Loaguel) .« He
says: "In the final analysis those will not be the Blums and
the Zyromskys but the masses, the millions of exploited. The
party must be built on and for them." Correct a thousand
timaes. But why doesn't Trotsky also tell Pivert that the
revolutionary perty must be built outside of the SFIO with
the shortest possible delay? He believes it. That is his po--
licy, Herc is an excellent opportunity to proclaim the truth,
long, long dclayed. He cannot do it however, without exposing
the "statutory manoceuvers" of the struggle for unity on the
basis of the SFIO, without in offoct, repudiating the new
orientation. Trotsky finds himself in & dilemma, and tries to
escape by evasion, It is a coursc umworthy of so groat a
Marxist, ' :

'~ The policy of deoceiving the workers wi 1l make it ox-
tremely di fficult to demolish tho idea in the minds of the
socialist workers that the SFIO is the party of tho proleta-
rian rovolution. It nogatcs the idea that the rovolutionists
must split from tho social patriots as a matter of principle.
It pute tho Marxists in the utterly false and compramising
position of seeking unity with the social patriots. It allows
workers to think that the Bolshcvik-Leninists are outside of
the SFIO0 becausc the mraeaucrets stend in their way,., It will
turn them against the buresucrats., That is true. But it will
not pemit them to draw the necessary practical conclusions
and, in the end, benefit only the bureaucrats, And it will
encourage ideas of organic unity betwcen the two parties,
What is more, these ideas will be encouraged inside the new
party itself and weeken its ind.ependence.

Phe new orientation exacts a heavy toll at every step.
The revolutionists march in chains; they cennot say what -
they should. A Marxist party cannot bo created by a policy
of deceit. On this road there is only catastrophe ahead, no
matter how glittering may be the first showing. Numbors are
important. Revolutionary quality is decisive. The Finnish re-
volution was lost, wrote Trotsky in his Lessons Of Octobaer,
because the majority of the party were social domocrats. The
new party must be Bolshevik, The first step is to tell the
truth, The first condition for that is to strike off the .
chains of the new orientation, A line which leads to a di-
lemms, which can be "solved" only by decoiving the workers,
is false, is opportunist. ‘

There is time to makc the turn boldly on a Marxist ba-
sis, but it is passing swiftly. In fourgmonths, five or six,
it may be too late, Bolshevik-Leninists, an end to evasions,
half truths, doceit! Speak the truthi Proclaim the s8plit
from the social patriots! Build the new party under that
signl Rejoct the new orientation theoretically, politically,
organizationally! That is the Marxist road i the Fourth
Internationali R ,

T, Stamm
For Tho Left Wing.




705X FOR THE FOURTH

A new conteoct commilties for the Feurth Internationsl
has boon astabliched te ropluce tuo dofunct Committee of ¥Four
The commithtuo 31l dinitiazl signors of the Open ctter of the
ICL coneind of L Boleshevik-TLoni luu wthIOH in tho
SFIO, =LiP, Workors?t Purty of Cansd 4 thoe Workers' Party
of the United Stntes. Cen wo sy thiz iz o step forward
in roletion to thoe Committoo of Jeur, or is this a fow steps
buekimrd? To znswer this quostion we muit unferzsand the con-
ECCCLOH of this orgenizational step with the dispute over the

new turn of the ICL, the so- .czllcd "Proneh turn". We hove
dcal th the "dronch turn” gusstion in every issue ol the
e ?ﬁ;ZIO““L NE1S, and thorcfore confine ourcolves to the
ovganivational uunecﬁg of this gucvstion.

In tho inteimaticnal rGVleﬁlOﬁaT} movement, among
the groups urd partiss which have broken with tho sgcond and
wb rd Internctione Ju, ené which aévoeate the Pourth Intoer-

uational, thers arc threc 4ifforort nositions presented on
the question of the osvoblishmont of the contect committos
for the Fourtl Intermitionui. The first position calls for
the ontry of the differunt srovps of the ICL, and others,.
into the London-anstirfoan Burcxy ’««1/5 group with Schmidt
‘of thé RSAP «s the s‘ﬂfﬂta - co work ‘bhcrv 8 the left fac-
tion, to win tho LonaJn~imecvq‘n Burcau, or the mejor part,
te the Fourth Intornaiicnal cnd %o x'volu ionory Marxism.
Lhis position is prescnted by the 8.i.P., by a large group
in a0 R.S.a.P., cnd other forcas,

Tho scecond positicn calls for “he completo CONTROL
(through decisive votos) of the contact committae for the
Fourth Internationnal ky those partics and groups which sup-
port the new turnm of the ICnL, tae so-ccllsd "French turn®.
This is the posicion of the I.0.L. and its scctions,

Tho riV% rosition, which ie to the loft of the
&bove two pooitiouns, ewlls for the eqthbliahmont cf o con-
tact committoc vo be zomposed of & broa sct committec,
organized wround a Marxian p¢cngrma-1c snant end
open lettor which rojeets the linuidation of ICL scctions
into the parties of the Second International, and calls for
the split perspective of 211 loft groups in the 3Second and
Third Internationeis. Tho third pogition was prescntad to
the June Plomum of itne Workers'! 2rrty of tho USA by tho
left-wing group, Our pocition was Scisated,.

Wo are of the opinion that the frst position - to
have 21l groups enter as o Ffaction in the London-imstoerdam
Durea&, voula be s fatal for the Tourth International as
the "Fronch turn™ posiition of liguidation into the parties
of the Sccond International. Likewiss, we are of the
opinion that the prescnt sat-up of the contact committee is
o fow steps backvard,., The bomy¢0te 2,14 mechaniecal conirol
of the contact commitice ty the YArench turn” group and the
exeliasion of thoe left~centrist groups, or even o bid to
goin thom; and, sbeve 2l1l, the eoxciusion of the forces to
the 1ot of the "French turn" grevp, will work to the do-
trimont of the contact committeo vwerk.

The ICL has throc basic factors to comsidor in tok-
ing the step of establiching o contact committee controlled
by the "Fronch turn" group; (1) 1t roflocts a nerrow soc-
tarianism covering up its opporturist roed to the massos

|..)
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" (the now turn of the ICL); (2) it is attempting to cover up
the "rotreat™ of tho Bolshevik-ILeninist group of the SFIO,
wno, according to Crux, have reachod a "new turn™ since the
Mulihouse Congress, IT thoy ars not expelled soon they will
possibly split. However, all indications are that tho
theoretical considerstions which motivatod .the French group
Will not be ropudiated, wather the ICL will cleim the turn
was corroet; (3) the necéssity for the spoody establishment
of the contact committee, to act as o stimulation for the
disintegration and splits taking place within the ICL, duc
to the "French turn". :

The contact committee must change.its course., The
contact committce must open the door to the left cloments
that oppose the "Fronch turn". The contact commititce must
immediately give them representation. The contact committce
must draw up a clear-cut statoment on the guest ion of tho
road %o the Fourth International, rejoecting the road of
liquidation of scctions into ths vparties of the Second
Intornational; must carry on faction work inside the
Social Democratic ané Stalirist pertics; must work for
split perspectives, zccording Ho ceach nabional condition;
and must use every mesns possible to win the left-
centrist groups that arc indepeondent of the Second and

___Third Internationals.,

g

The Workers' Party of the USA is now part of the
contact committec for the Fourth Initommatbional. AS the
lefé~wing of tho Workers' Party, we become part of this

contbtact commiticc through the Workors' Party. We will fight
in this capacity for the linc presented in our INTERN.TION..L
NEWS.
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THE PERUNENT REVOIUTION -~ & =~
By Lcon Troksky (Continued from last issue)
t

6. A democie he proletariat end pea~

ﬂnt?v, 85 a regime >d from the dictatorship
of the proloisriit v 5 Gloss coﬁﬁaut, might be realized only
in case an indemendea’s rav olttianax; party could be constituted
which expresses the 1inter L uhe peasants and in general of
peutympourve01s democrwcw ~ & party that is capable of conquer-
ing power with +this owx aat eid of the proletariat and of de-
termining its revolutionary program. As modcrn hlﬁtory teaches—
especlwlly the history of ?anLa in the last twenty-five years
an insurmountable obSUacln on the roadl to the creation of a
peesante' party is the economic znd political dependencé of the
petty nourg cisle and its deep 1nuernal differentiation, thanks
to which +the upper sections of the “Gufy bourgeoisie (the »vea-
santry) go With the big bourgeoisie in 2ll decisive cases, eS=-
recialliy in war and in revaluulan, and tha lower Sections T
with the proletariat, while the inbermediate gsection has the
cholce between the two extreme poles. Between the Kerenskiad
and the Bolshovik power, besween the ¥mo Min Tang and the dic-
tatorship of the vaLanrl3 therce cannot and does not lie any
intermediats stage, thalt is, no democratic dictatorship of the
workers and peasa nus,

7. The endeavor of ithe Comintern %o Ffoist upon the Zas-~
tern countries ths Slogan of the democratic dietatorship of
the roletavlct and peusantry, finaslly and long ago exnausted
by h Story, can have only 2 reactionary effect. In so far
this m&ogaﬂ is counterpcsed to the MlowQP of the dlctatorShlp
of the proletariat, it contributes uD Zhe dissolution of the
pr@lﬂtarlat info the petty bou*g 3015 masses gnd in this manner
creatss betbter conditions for the Iegumony of the national
bourﬁﬁ01ule and consequently Zor the collapse of the democrat-
ic revolutlon. The 1ntroduotﬂon of this slogan into the pro-
gram of the Comintern is a direct betrayal of Marxism and of
the October traditions of Boishevis

B ;ho dietatorship of the ﬂroletarlau which has risen
to power a3 the leader of the Jemocra ic revelution is in-
evitably and very qulok .y placed before tasks that are bhound
up with deep inroads into the rights of bourgeois property.

The demoecratvic rovolution grows over immediately into the so-
cialisv, and theroby‘oecomen a shfromhﬁt revolution.

e B 1 e

9. The conguest of power by the proletariat does not
terminate the revolution, but 0”1ﬂ opans it. Socialist con-
struetion is conseivabic cunly on the fourdatbtion of the class
Strugegle, ou & aahlonui anl interne 2 tional scale. This
struggie, undor the conditions of an overwnelming predominance
of capitglist ralutlonsh*ps on thé world ersns, will inevi--
~takly lecad to cxoiosions, that is, intomelly to civil wars,
and externally to revolutlonmzy wars, Therein lies the perma-
nent character of the socialist rovolution as such, regard-
less of whether it is a backward gountry that is 1nv01ved )
which only yesterday accomplished its democratic vevoluulon
or an old capitalist country, which elrcady hes bohind it =
long oepoch of democracy and perlinmentarism.
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THE P.C. OF THE PARIY FORBIDS THE PUBLI-
CLTION OF RUE INTSRNATIONAL NEUS

Since tho fomntion of the Torkers Party the of ficial
presg, under the control of tha Oponnon caucus, has printved
‘yolumes of maberinl in support of the new turn of the ICL,:
and has presemted opporbunishi positlouns on many other impor-
tant issues. Information ond moberial has been systematical-~
, to present one side of
the dispute, @and to exclude the other side. This has been.
carrisd through by the Cannon-Shachiman caucus under a cloak
of legality because it has the editorship of both party or-"
gans, and is Que to the political spinelessness of the P.C.,
Which is dominabed by the Cannon caucus, but not entirely
controlled by it. A11 this has been carried through even
though the party has adopted no position for or aguinst the
"PFrench turn'.

_ Four groups and four positions on the so~called
"Prench turn” exist in the party. The liquidators, (Cannon
group) - for the liguidation of our groups into the Sccond
International, and the opporiunist road to the masses; the
Buffer group, (ieber-Glotzer) - tho tail of the Connon
group; uhe Musie grougp, cgainst the "Erench tum™ on tac-
tical grounds; the Left Wing, (Basky, Oehler, Stamm) - for
the independence of ihe Morzian tarty and group; for fac-
tion work in cenbtrist orgcnizstions. These four positions
boil down to 2 fundomental positions: the support of the
"Froneh turn” as a btectical question; prineipled opposition
to the new origntation; for the Teninist line of building
the Tourth International on the basis of assembling the
revoluvionary cadres from the Second end Third Inter-
nationals through splits from the social vatriots.

ot only has the press been denied ILeft Wing com-
rades on meny vital issues; in addition, departments which
we were leading were either dissolved or ligquidated by
other means. Left 7ing comrades are hindered from carrying
out activity by the opporiunist policies under the Cannon
leadership, and by outright suppression. Qur Party work is
sabotaged, and systematic exclusion from posts and work is
mersly preparation for wholesale egxpulsions ~ already two
important Negro comrades have been hounded out of the
party. -

Lfter patiently waiting for cight months in which.
two Plenums have been held, wiih no solutions, the Teft
Wing comrades decided ta issue the Inbernational News in
order to presen® their side of e disputed guestions.

, The P.C. forbade the publication of the Inter-
nationnl News before it was issucd, and now after the is-
suing of the firs® nurmber have condemned it as an illegal
document and forbid Ffurther nmumbers. Twice the P.C. T0OK
ection, and twice we moved that articles we presented
should be published in the party crgans. Both times our
motions were defeated by the thrse other groups,.

Thig lieaves the Ieft Ting in an unbsarable condl-
tion, to which no revolutionary Marxist can submit. The
Cannon caucus has free use of the pross for their oppor-
tunist line. The Left Ting hes been denied the use of the
press on the vital issues dealing with perty policy ques-
tions, The Left Wing is told to confine itself to discus=-
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sion articles in the Internal Bulletin,
The following two stabements presented o the P.C. by
Basky, Oenler and Stamm present onr position on this question:

LICLTION OF MATERILL IN
CORL R0 LIED BY THE PARTY

SULTEMEY O !
PUBLICATICNS M

(Submitted to tha P.C. 8«1;—55)

LleeThe Party must have control over its membership in
all of its activity. This includess the publication of materi-
al in non-party papers and periodicels. In this respect, a
gsecondary distinction must be made bebtween publication of ar-
ticles in bourgeois periodicels and the activity of party
members on trade union and other woiking class publications,
Before members subject articles to the bourgeois press, they
should be stbmitted to the proper party committees. On the
other hand, editors and writers for trode union papers cannot
presen® 81l material to the party fraction for approval, buv
must See to 1t thalt articles and editoriels dealihg with the
decisive gu:stions of the geneml line and the policy, musd
be submitb:ol Lo the party. In addition, ths writings of our
comrades in »i.sse non-party working class publicaticns must
at no time »pressnt material contrary to the line of the par-
ty, but must present to the fullest extent, according to
circumstances; the line of the party. It is understood that
when other morhgrs of & trade union, who are not members of
the party, Bnd who oppose our line, present material in the
pross, our comradss must, according to circumstances, Seo
that they are not involvéd and at the same time present our
opposing position. Mhis also epplies to other working class
publications. Writers for liberal »ublications £hould bo
govaerned by sub-committees of tha P.C.

2...The oreseniotion of material endorsing the new
orionbation of tho I.Csh. and the cxmclusion of material dre-
senting ths opposite position in the orgams of the party,
has up to the prosent boem the policy of tne Cannon caucus.
Although the party has not yet taken a position on this im-
portant questionzand has censured them for doing %o, at the
same time those who control the pross have systematically
excluded material presented for publication by the Left Wing.
I addition, the paxrty has foiled to take & position on a
number of the most important polidtical issues confronting
the American working class. In this whole period, under the
leadership of ‘he Cannon group, the parbty has shifted far to
the right of the Declaration of Principles. Therefore, it is
necessary for this vast amount of suppressed Marxion matc=

. rial to reach the party members.

Concreteliv, in regard to the Workers Party of the United

indtant VA ]
States, the problem raised must be governed by the following:
{a) &t no Lio:

1-: shall the maberial presented conflict with
the program of itha party. It must present & Marxian position
on the questiocns invoived.

(b) "it the ssme time, we consider that while the press and
the regular caarusls of e new party would be available To
a1l members for the expression of their standpoint, it would
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not be detrimental to the party if any group of members de~
sired to punlish & periodical, whiech, while supporting the
party wholieheartedly, oxpressed in its columns s specific
point of view wot in conflict with the party program. We
stand in pric oiie in favor of the party ownership and con-
trol over &il wmoiitiezi periodicals published by any of its
members,. 4 truly wevoliutionary perty with a thorough-going
Marxian progran cun take no cthsr positicn.

"Tn 4his eazse, however, whon the complete program of
present-day Marxism - the pemaunent revoivtion in all its
aspeets end implications - nas not yebt been acceptod by the
party although The latier's program 1S not inconflict with
it, we fecl that it is pcrmissinle for members to take tho
responsibility for a periodical whose central object is the
propaganda of the fundamentals of this theory." (Eicerpt

from Third Convention Thosis of the CLA odopbed unanimously

by the Netional Committee). ) o

“(a) Contrary to the sbove premises, the party has allowed
and is allowing coyirades to publish periodicals and ar-
ticles, ebtGe, in non-party publicatlons. This material . re-
ferred 4o is in CONFLICT with the Declaration of Principles
and some of the material is even antiMarxian. Examples: '
Caiverton, Budenz, Polemic Publishers, Solon, L. Lore. The
£, 78t two are no longer members of the party, the latter
two are. ' ' »

Cehler and Stamm.

LY "

The basic right of a party member, or, in a factional
situation, of & group of party members, congists in the op-
portunity to present politiecal views ‘belore party members
through the regular varty channels {the Party press, inter=-
nal bulilebine, etc.). While the Cannon faction, nonopolizing
the Party press, hes unlimited opportunity to use the Party
press for propagandiszing thelr oerportunist policies, the
Party's press is closed to the left Wing. A£1lthough the
Cannon camcus voted for a motion -to open the Party press to
the Left Wing, simuliteneously with this decision it voted to
rejoct articles submitted by Left ¥ing members, thus violat-
ing and nullifying the Cecision of the P.Cs g

Under such circumgtances we refuge to accept any de-
cision denriving usse of the right to put our views through
the various Party chamnels, or, lacking these, through what-
ever means we have at our disposal. ,

W7o reserve the right to enter a more elaborate state~
ment in a few days. ,

Basky-~Oehler-Stamm,

(R



SEOUEL 10 GANGSTZRISM IN T8 W.P.

I

In the firat numbor of the INTZRWATIONAL NEWS, we gave

a factunl statemont, in thoe form of & letter from Moyor
Hirsh, of the phycical assault upon the ITeft Wing in
Philadelphie, by Goodmon and 3anks, Camnonites, The P.C., in
Special sessions, morely susponded Goodmen for one year and
Banks for three wmonths., Goodman romeins énc of the most
"agetive™ Connonites in Philadelphis and is known there still
as a mamber of the W.P. His neme appeared recently in the
NEW MILIPAN® as a contributor of $14.00, but the Cannonites
do more than builé him up,~ they openly fraternize with him ’
a8 Cannon, Shechtmen and Swabeck did in o publie restaurant
4 in New York after his suspension - and in Philadelphia, the
’ Cannonites, including Goodman, tell Party symnpathivers that

Paul Hirsh, the victim of Goodman's bloody attack, is the

gangsterl! .

The Left Ting made motions in the P.C. for the ex-
pulgion of Goodman anl Denks and Ffor & carefully worded
statement to this effect in the NZJ MILITANT. These motiong
were voted down by the Cannon majority.

In Philadelphis, Paul Eirsh and two other ILeft Jing
menbers of the W.P., plus two non-party trade unionists,
have been charged with inciting to riot in connection with
the A.?.Ls Pruit Clerks' strike. On this frame-up, which
neans 5 years in jail for each of these workers, the NEJ
MILITANT merely published a very small face-saving, factual
Statement on the back page of ons issuel !

Thus the Cannonites honor the Party in whose nsme
they speek! Meanwhile, chargss have besn brought against
Bifel and Beardslee of the Loft Wing for their part in the
Left ¥ing struggle against the liguidators and burssucrats
of ths TePe




NOTEE

» Send‘in'yaur fequést'for sdditional cdpias of this bulletin.

Copies of the first bulletin, Vol. 1, No. 1, Adgust, 193D .are also

available as woll as supplementery bullstine as followss

Vol. 1, No. 5,.1%55,'tha New furn of the ICL» -
S Qrux; Nov.l lottor on the French Turns--
Grux: Loetter on Orgauic Unity--=
Roply to crux letter ' -
Letter from IS to_oehler
Reply to 18

Vol 1,VN0. 4, 1955,A gpecisl pocuments on Spain.

vol. I, No. 5, 1935, The Frehéh Turn Reaches ¢hile.



pralct-?iat should bo considered

tmwﬂ»ofcm ummmw
so Imxcmuurg cnlled it: "o mol-

iona
complotely 1 “nkruWu—-~~au'3
dering cornsc",

(g) The Internction~l Sccretorict sanctioned this erimi-
nal atsitude of the Prunch scetion, thereby ccting s o
shomoless agont ot rolizmism; 3ts folo is scolcd ~nmd it eon
only sink cancnymovsly into ehe &wemp oFf soeinl demoeratic
demagogy. -

(h) The revolutionary poliey odf prepering the proletarian
venguord must de centimuced neverthelsss, if 1

ignominloasiv booroyed by the 2ad ond Srd Intern~tionols nre
to b3 Lolivade

(i) Ihe Brazilion section of the Intemotionnl Communisdt
Lecgus, by ~n ovorwhelming m:jority and ofter exhnvstive dis-
cussicn, decilorss itseld agninst the positisn of the Tronch
mejorivy, o. PJlQ““lﬂ? seld Iine to bo o tosis for fubure be-
troyoels.. :

(3 The Zrench "minotity™ hns showm us the woy; thoy havo
set themsolves the tasic of continuing the indopondent crgeni-
zoticon in-thc neme of ko Iouguo.
(k) Slmllurl there cxzist in cther countriss, o8 in
b ’

Germony, Belgium, Polanc, Grecco, the Unitoed Stote the Ar-

_ ’
senuiae, ote., ontire scctions or ot leoet oppositicn groups
. ’ 3 ; ] N I P
. thot rejeet ths prosont prlicics i the Intormatiosnal Scero
torint,.

In censidoration of nll these m-tives $he IV Natisnal
Conferonce deccides:

. leseTo condemn the joining 2f the SPIO by the Prench scc-
tion, o8 opportunistic, liquidat ~ry and :bjcetively counter-
rcvelutisnary, and

2¢esT0 brock »ff rclations with the Internati - 1 Sgcre-
tariat znd to saoh Cirset commocvi ns with thoe 50¢ .

oppositions in other ciuntrics, with the porspoctive af call~
ing an intornati: ncl confercnce, of which it shall be the tosk
To ostablish .rganizationel unity ~nd 4o work -ut now d4ired-

~tives for revoluti:rnary policy.

The Gentral Committse of the
internsti-nal Communict Leogue
(Exlshevik-Ieninists) ~Ff Brezil.




RESOLUTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIA? OF THE
ICL ON BRAZIL (ATTACHED 10 MINUIES OT IS OF APRIL
TH, 1933,

After Studying the le,fter'sénf by comra@e,é Ricardo, Apparscio,
Dasilio and otYerns to the provisionmal C¢ and the letter re-
ceivid from the latter (Rio de Janeiro, ipril 23rd), the IS
resolves: ; ‘

(1) The orieis which has gripped ths IC of Braszil is in
prart itself a consequence of tha insdsquate international co-~
ordination of the Bolshevik-Ieninisi groups in Iatin America,
which dooms them to construction within their national frame-
work; on the other hand, the cadres of the League as in other
countries have shown thomselves to be unprepared for their _
transition from propagsnda activity to mass work. It is along
those twWwo roads that we must seek to overcome the crisis that
has hit the Brazilien IG, as well 2s the other groups in Ietin
Americe; more international activity and better coordination
of this activity among the different countries on the same
continent; end an prientation to the masses, '

(2) Studying in particular the questions dealt with in the
%ﬁt‘:ers of the Brazilian comrades, the I.S. is of the opinionm

at: :

(a) the CCP in acting as indicated by its letter of 4/23
has proved by its stand its desire to moetivate itself by the
genoral interests of the BL organization in Brazil. Neverthe-
less, its task cannet be considered accomplished until the
Brazilian organization will assume its place upon new organi-
zational end political bases, which are gable to guarantee it
Su'bs‘e?uent developmen t, ~

(b) as regards the difforencésoon the application of demo-
oratic contralism, wo have here, above all within small
groups --is impermissible, But a discuseion on national and
othor questions should be held on as wide a Scale as possible,
The loading bodies must be olaected democraticelly. They are
bound to act botweon the Convention on the bagses of the de-
oision arrived et, but on all important questions which de-
mand & change from the position adopted by the Convention, it
is obvious that only a Convontion could rass on this,., This
docs not mean to say that tho leadership cannot and must not
?:ve & position itself on all tho guestions which risc before

(6) as rogards tho demonstrations on May 1st and Octobor
7th, 1934, it is nocossary to reject ontiroly: the tendoncy
to considor as "adventurism" real sctions on tho part of the
massos. One must not fall into passivity on the pretext of
fighting sdven turism. Novertheless, the IS rajocts tho laboel-
ling of the other tondoncy as "a right tondoncy". Labels are
of no greal aid end they arc particularly harmful to the 1ifo
of small groupings. It is noccssary to correct and fight
against any erroncous tendaney by opposing to its corrset
golutions of thoe diffarent problems,

{d) the creation of a trade union organization similar o
that of tho Knights of Iabor or of tho Holland N.A.S. is to be
condemned., In the first place, the Enights of Labor have re-
enteored theit comtral roformidt trado union; as regards the
Nid:S., the situatidn is quite differont. We have fought

&
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against the Tozovsky, Thalemann tondency on cstablishing our
ovn trade unicns, and we cammot apply this method to Brazil.
Oour comredes must be there where the masses src and they
must not isoiste themselves from them through the creation of
new trade unions. Within the ranks of thc existing trado
unions, it is naturally necesssry to establish am indepcn-
denh fraction. o o s

(&) as rogards the united front, it is necessary to take
into account the Spanish, the Saar end {the French experien-
cos. United front between the tops is 1ot & gemine united
frout, It is necessary to have agrecment from organization
to organization in order to create REPRESEN TATIVE MASS . ,
ORGANS ON DEMOCRATIC PROPORTIONAL DASIS. (Exomple ;. Commit-

teen for anti-TPascist strvuggle, elected by the workors, etce)e

“(f) methods to be pursued in elections. (Blocs in this
sphere are the worst form on the wnited front. Given ouxr
own woakness, Such hioes are not to be recommonded).

(g} it is necessary to sccure the regular publication of
& PERIODICAL. o o ,

(h) it is necessary %o elaborato a joint platform for
work on & national scale {analysis of thc situation, per-
Spectives, practical tasks).

(i) it is necessary to oricntato towards a new national
confcrence on the basis of tho widest discussion possible. .

(i} To prepare this conference in complete agracment with
the I.S. ‘ S . - o
© (k) To suspend all organizational measures,

It is the opinion of the I.S. that the CL of Brazil will by
no means of its own forces and with the aid of the intor-
national organization surmount its internal crisis and face

-



: "WO BBESOLUTIONS

tttuched are two resolutions: one by the 4th National
Conference of the brazilian seciion of the ICL; and the other
by the Interratioual Secretariat of the ICL. -

The iirst was afopted onm March 31st, 1935, and the
latisr is atbechsd to whe minutes of the IS for April 30th,
19%5. 3oth have coie 5o hand onlv recently. ,

Boti Gocumenté ars exfraosdinarily interesting &and of
greal importiance. besause shey are a part of %the historic con-
iroversy raging around the itew orientation of the ICL, 1in
which we are plaving a cerfain part, e waat to make our po-
sition on them clear. Perhips this way we can at the same
time answer in advence some ox the charges 7hich will be made
ageinst us in this connection, if the past is any guide to
The future.

ile greet with joy the firm oppocition of the Brazi-
1ian comrades against the "idrench turn'. Together with the
srgentine comradss and ourselves, they teke o Marxist position
on the question of the liquidation of the Prench Communist
Leogue ond its transformetion into a factiocinn of the SPFIO.

They opposce the "turn" on cloer ond entirely corrcct princi-
plcd grounds, Foiat "B" in the 1list of "motives"™ is almost
pcrfect, Iv 18 nccessary to ndd whet follows by implication,
but whick, in view of the mountains of distortions which havae
been hoopod on tac position oI tho opponcnits %o thc now oricn-
totion, stould bo medc af Gerinite, oxplicit and full 7S poS~-
giblc, that ohe infiltrotion chould have s its objective tho
crystalliizotion of < rovolutionary curront, its broak with
the SFIO ~nd its fusion with ths indcpoundent Rolshevik=~
Loninists to form cum indopondent revolutioniry portye

7hat is puzzling in vho rosolubion is theat, dospite
~t3, Morch 31lst, which fellows the Crux lcttor of Novem-
st, the splii in Bualgium, cte. cnd decspite its own
mont thot the untry in Pronec has causocd gplits in othor
ons, i% epcaks of the nw oricntation ad something which
28 o8 vot to unfold in thoe futurs (scovZ"). Morcover, tho
language is not clecar. Tho rosolution soys the sntry in France
must bz comsidercd zs the boginning of ¢ gencral procoss of
rovision cnd liguiGetion that hos beon golng on Cver gincec -".
This docsn'% moke sonsc. The Jdrazilian comrzdes should clarify
thoir points.

Jo disogroe uwith the rogolution on two scorcs. The
first is its foilurs bto tils o posivion on the political &nd
theooxreticol motbivaotions Jor e n3d crientotion. This is now
bocoming the most iuport nt nsncet of tho problem., The or-
gonilzotioncl phascs &rc impor s b weoj but sccondary &s tha
oxvperionce in tha United “totos in the Jorkers! Purty and in
tha Cuban perty hove shovn, <nd o8 ©7111 soon be scon in
»r-nce, 1% the Bolshovik-Loniniets arc czxpoelled or withdrawm
from tho SFIO. On this point, too, tho Brozilion comrades
ought to clarify tholr position. Tholr rogolution indicatos
the charocter of tho positiom they will take. Lot us hopw they
will do it =Socon. (Sec our documents doaling with thig aspect).

76 think the Brazilion comrades meke on error vihen
they charoclterize the IS5 &g o shomeless agent oi reformisnm,
soy bthot its fute is gealed, ond the entry in IPronce vwos ob-
jectively counver-revolutionary. All of this reckons without

1
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Trotsky, Thore is implied, in this position, that Trotsky can-
not be forccd by a political fight, and the ruinous results of
his course, to chenge his gosltlon. Jo think it cen bo done.
Wo agrec that ’Lurs have a rlgnu to think it cannot he donc.
But tuoy have no vight to motivate 2 political coursc on an o
prlorl assumption, Tot thom try. If the ottoempt itsslf domon-
strates its Lut;libj, it will be in orxrder to draw tho appro-
priatc CDﬂCLU ious, which will be the mcre convincing by tho
fact that they fiow from experience. (ihat is the worst case -
but as we said, we think it can be done. % lepsﬁ we are bry-
~ing, and we are encouraged by the position of the Brazilian
comrades themselves to persevere). Je disagree with the deci-
sicn to break r3lations with the IS. It is not so much the or-
genizational break to which we ohject, becauce the IS would
have mace it, i% is the »political 1Jea which lies behind itv.
The political premise for that decision is that the ICL is no
longer a revelubionary force. It is true that if the new
orientation is not defeatod, it will transform the ICL into a
force for opportunism. Tecticellwv, it is to our advonioge to
fight for our position insidc of the ICL as long as possiblc.
If nothing clse, it still hcos Trotsky,., ind thet is not o smoll
consitecration, Je think that thore is o possibility of forcing
tho ICL to give up this oricntotion. If our struggle =nd life
itsols will tecach us othorwice, i% will thon be in order bo
drew the conclusion which our Brazili~n comrodas onticipate.
The rcsoliution of tho IS must bc in cnswer to the

resolution of tho Brnzilimn conforcuncc, (The minutes to which
it is ottached read "Brozil". The groups in Spo Pzolo cnd Rio
dc Jﬁnulro have poescd through ~ crisis following our "Fronch
turn™ - seg the IS resolution.) The resolution dvuls with o
numbor of »oints. But it docs not toko up the most important-
the vosition of the Brazilian comrades and their decision ‘o
brecak with the IS. It says, apropos of overything and nothing,
that it is neccssary to oriontate toward a ncw national confer-
cnce., Vhy? PFor vhat purposc? It docs not say.

’ Martin, Dubois, Nicole ané Clart, who were presont,
voted for this rosolution and thercby signzd a confession of
utter bankruptey.

For The Left Uing
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