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THZ AGRARIAN GUISTION

. ~ Capitelism liberrted arriculiurc from its .rimifive shz, na-
.;tlan,.grb 1t int? worlC«wids econowic development #nd 1ifted
) SRR £ 7 irom thWe drudpery of the #iddle Ahges ang. yztrluECT°1tiHOSo
§ La 1tnllsu i A no t however, L0 away with thu i8GYY , 0P XES=
: sion anid poverty of the ¢'reat messcs in the country, bui on the
‘cantxary, it re- crunted thoso COﬁalflJﬂb of primitivism in new

forms and rostored their old furm tn o new bagig.

! L ii.-  Beginninp with 1650, American arieulture th;DECOmu oamplet
. ely Givorced from ites 012 colonisl self-sufficiency ond cnter@c
. ... into £ nev stare of commercisrl srriculture. Lt that reriud
O En“ilsh Hrrloulturo redched its Qeclining stajes. Its farmins
cropulatic . docrepscd stendilyles o result of the, geelingin pro=--
: flts in frrming after the Bholition of the bread taxe The land
. bocamg ncy lCthﬁ and unpridhective s Thc encrmous capital requirs~
¢ .ol for th& rutcrcrntldn'gf thu 1gnt made ite abond smment neccse
' pary. Hrplidk industry and commcrec hed just encbored o perisd
af rrovt 1n"uutr1a1 exL nsiaﬁ, Lucrntive interegte end profits

' were found oy the Enp nocaplitaliste din other fislds of oom-
meree with 1uuS r1bk for theix investments, The Jdends were
Yurnu? into rermanert _asturcs to gu; 1y the rgw meterials

rcqu1reh by untlluk lnmUutrJ.

In “merlca, Bn-ligh co.italiswm found in abundance that which
s less Lrofitedle’ ta”gro&ucé herself, vizm: " fo0d to feed her
thrlvinr citicvs ant rov meterisls for per industries. American
hi:riculturs readily =ccerted this en-rmous - and very profitable
o Yask énd thus Beun to cx and and modernize ite wmethods of pro-
) gucti;n in" irdui to mect the cemands -uuc ugon it

Cupitelisn'in Lueries , during that ,CTle, was very weok,

; its ;ctivitigﬂ,worc llﬁltc to = fLm minor ﬁ11~sca1 irdust-
rics. It'was forced to imuort reas y-m i c] erQh“ g Frim

“forein countriis mrimurily Enclond, It had greﬁt aspiratians
ané lerns ts cvelo* into an industrial empixc. Thet,however,
'rpqulr;. ca; i a1, Luchlnery rnd raw materialﬁ.

1

. With the “asSare of the Fomesmaau nCt thne Walbolitin" of
chattel sln ery in the uOdtb and the GXthul:n of the reilroed,
new IIDFtlur “Were oened ‘for ex Ploitotiom, The now timber

lards' v the ¥orth,y thb hnp ? Footo labor-in the Scuth, the

.Gﬁlﬁan’tlJF 9f millims f rorcs of virpin soil, suz.lied
Coamerichn, ca*ltwllﬁw wWith en: rmouu'su vluscs whieli woere exlorted
ANt in rcturp industriel copmoditics ko 4 flowin;: back into

smerica, In srder 12 rssurc itsclf of the monspdly an ite home

markot’ Ambrichn of pitaliem jesscd tariff rostriction: laws,kee -
. ~ ing it s much furblfn compctition as possikle. -Calita l, howw-
» . »LVUT, kot 110ﬁ1L,_1r in forms nf}laﬁns-and'lnvcatmcntb in
’” 1Ir;r€u. B : - C

! Amcric m errieulture continurlly cxyandeﬂ to such extents as
. ..o vigs GomanCeld upon it by industrisl cn;tislism in order to Tepay
v ST the lophb arndatintdrests onitho Toads, The great Vestotn miw
rratisng hed ooretly this taskto Lurf rm, thet of supllying

chonl and crormous sur.luses of rains, livestoel, cotton,
tobpcco, timber 3 W0Jl, ctes Morg ant morc virrin s3il had to
be broken in Trder to Lroafucc: cheauly and in grester #bundance
for ox_ort. '
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'"hrlcultuLu 1

umpr1¢>r ez itmlicsm lived on the wooks of the zprnrion LiGBES-
¢8 durine this vwhole Jerioci, [1linc ul ohIINIOUB ‘rblitg on thoir
profuce, while st the 80 time enongcing in lend g6 soulatirns,
I:zonine monch at hih irtaﬁgut, ¢victing hormestonlers from (xo=~
fltﬁbjb‘f”rhu, rnd slowly tronsforming .merica from an u;rl—
cultursl inty on industriad ond CoLmLTCirl CCONOLY. .

This _olicy of Auericen enjitslisiz broucht ucon thao cyeAnd-
ing aprdculturel irndustry ¢ rugber of CVilb an’. contrelictions
at times interru tel its noxeml yocess oI rawth. While
2 to proiducs chcc‘ly spi dn oo nmess scale bnsis,
it wasn forecd to yay crhorbitnnt [ rices on the tariff protect-
¢d industrisl cammohitico, rullr“aa costs 3n txao n°”3rt:t13h,

‘hl(u irtervsts on thoir 132ns asnd en2rmiusd lcn*—runtd tc the

sy eculators, Fericidic crisis sct in, Z¥rotest movemenits werc
organlzc\, Luswever, With 1ittlc succcss. wlieTriecn ;ﬁricultur&
nctua 11y anﬁyL" the Burs uon nomopoly #nld thorofore folt @c-
curg in its ccongmmc gositicn. On tnc otihor hand, while oori-
cultural cwmodities kedt folling in _ricc, the 1lrnsé it cuned
kopt climbing in Vulhb, wnlﬁc ;R¢49trj Loyt growing: strongur end
wealthier. :

Egrinning with 1200, the [ rossurc of industrisl cagitalism
an apriculture wes Lru!tl" roliecved. Lrmerican industry wa

fully ready to £17v24 the world i

et with 1low priccd 1n\th~
rial commodities. Flonts rud rsni e begsrn to Loom, 1¢b“r

wins ingre~t demand mnt thereiore the Joors of Lm;rlﬁdt zct-~
osrics vere orencd vy to willions of immig antg from 11 Ovex
thic world, . d tromencous Moo ETLCT I, CREL UL, using mg rrest

Gue ntities of its own “roducc. Lgriculturc found itself produc-
ing for-this hromc m&rrbt zlmost oXclusiwely. Irices on gri-
cultural commoditics ket risingg fram 1900 to 191C the price
or wheat rosc 729 ond thic aversoe on 511 commoditice was €55,
The value of land @oukled. Tho wor '5’1"~; 1615 =20, fount
Amcricern aoriculture in 2 wodl rush to o euplly e sllicu

sn? Ancricun militarism with ths nceussoYy, Lrontstuffs, moats,
neco and raw i tericls, in 2rler to continue the war., Tho
Somand ulon ;mariCﬂn s riculture was gigsntic. Enéustry koot
booming and yrices °n its cormo tltlcg koot Vlowing upvinrs ulb

-

ra,id utr1“bq. Lmoricer: industry su 1licd the L11lius with ell

thic nedessery war materials. The rct rcesuit was that in o fuw
shsrt vears imoriesn ¢roitelism emersed out of ite sosition of

S acktor of 1 11111,n nalisrs int: that of crclitor of 16 tiiliona

While morc and morc fretorius Wore 8] Sringing UL, WOry £nd more
virgoin soil had to be kroken wu; for gA~Lh1t ticn. Invrginsl end
bun-m«r iu .1 lends, irriratel londs cnl OTY formings woerc ut
into t.eration. The american frrmer 133kci hofdofvlly into tho
futurb Whgn he would o abic to rotire in comfort an s lenty

and the industry will cmtinue 1ts T crity but Lnter younges

cnd moreeble mﬂnh et

‘But 1920 wrotc finis to this cheoy tor of Jmericsr soriculturc.

o : . R o
g CLFLTLLIU.. T LGRICUZTIURG
In @ rrind >f 96 yesrs - from 1850 to 10C0 - the lend value
3f 211 farms in the United otatos hod riscn from 4 “illions in
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1850 to 77 billiouns irn 1920. Over 70 biilicns of illars werc
Tozketeld by the sieculatars, lsrdlords and kon “eru.

The toitel number of farms hove s*teedlily insyrdased from.
one and a half miilisns in 185C to six and a helf m:llions in
1920 The tovel form land under operation cantinalily intreas-
ed, onw ir 19292 countcd one bl;*lsn scres, 520 millions or 529
culiivated., The cropy lénd alone ro;r escned 4.% of the total
' land under culwuivation.

The enormsus development of eapitalism in apricaliure
an best be measured, however, by the exgenditures or hixed

" o
labor, commerical fertilizer, mechincry, *the total valuc of
its annule producticm and the erormous incremses in land ca-
vital. Ths value of farm buildings have increascd from 54
billiioms %n 190C to 114 biilioms in 162G, The value of live-
stock Moas risen from 3 billions 76 millions in 1900 to over 8
tiili-ns in 192C. The mmber of hired labourers increzscd

Btoadily end in 1920 reachced 44 millions. Tac total ¢xpondi-
turece on kirxed laboxr increasced from 521 millions in 1910 %o
1100 =millions in 1920. The exrendisturcs on commercial fert-
illzer increased frow 53 nlli.ans in 1900 %o 326 milillions in
I192C, The exyenrdiiures on foed increased 265% from 1910 to
1920. The taupl value of farm products li&ve increasel Ennve
ally from 4% billiocns in 1900 to i4 billions in 1919.

The pos*-War crisis overturned the wpward trend of
American agriculture and sent it toppling dovmward without
hardly a let-up. The ten years following - 1020 - 3C - found
agriculture hcading dseply into parmanent crises out of whish
it can never cmerhe under cgpitaiism. The land values fell
fully 20 btiliions. LlVEmtO“K deciined 2 killions; machinery
and implements 293 willions. The farming population shifted
into *he cities. Farms have decremased by 244 during thet per-
iod. Evictions and foreclosures and bankruntcics have in-
creegsed € times the former fipures. A more detailed analysis
will be given later.

It is noteworthy to see exXactly how the entirce Tarnming
porulation fared dvring the prosperous period of expanding agri-
cuiture. The tables here will show that the ;reat messcs of
fermers and their depencents have never enjoved asny prosperity,
o tie contrrry, the whole nuriod of cxpansion found the dnssa
ori the farmd in reat poverty snd want. Poriiculirly thoe Ne
massed; who hove suffercd untold herdships during th ot Vholu

S

period.
TLEIB 1 TCIAL FARLS - LAND = VALUE

| 1930 * Wnite Nerro

4 Numbor of faras . 5,372,598 916,070

' 411 land in ferme 945,683,054 ~95% 41,087,982 -4.3%

Velue of land & bldrs.$46,277,070,671 -96% § L,602,767,687 =3.37%

Value of muchinery & 3,289,665,536 B 71,988,945




1930 o WHITE INCRELSE OVER 1920
Full owncrs 2,752,787 minus - 506,002
rYart ownors 612,88%Y plus - 85,000
Coshi tenants 387,834 wminue - 70,000
Shinre cropper 1,56€,308 rxlus - 300,000
Managods 52,882 wmipus - 13,000
Tctal doeresse - . 168,000
19350 NIGRO LNCIE.,.3E OVER 1520
Tull ovingrs 168,000 minuvsg - 35,4000
rnrd ovners 43,000 minus - 4,000
Crsk ETonents - 101,000 minus - 0,080
NOTC CTOppers 60£,0L0 plus ~ B8C,000
Clinefors Olce plus - 1,090
Total decromse - 46,000
The ircrencins ,Jvfrtv amJnt st the mnuses of acrarians
con be scen v the cbatinuauw Cesreugs in tho numbgr of f 11
omrers and the lierensc in shrre croppers.  The whitefarmor

incrensed in the richer capiislistic f2rm by 85,000, while the
Nepro capitnl'stf&rmar hés stendily dinmirishod. Oharserorping
is particularly iuncreasing in the uouth, whore 60 of the to-
tal farm oporntors werc tLWurta ar crappurs.

Waet is'Jf rreat bi"nifiCmTCC is that in the ownecrs
rroup there 2rc¢ included 493,000 sclf-sufficient farms, 339,000
part time ané 288,0004uncla 531fie farms. The poorecst ard 13x
ost strata of the owners eru tne "self-sufficient" and “part-
tirg! farms, Thoir capitalization is the swallest of all groups,
tThelr annual éxperditurc on fertilizor was $24.00per farm and
lebor £45.00. Although thoey constitute 1/8 of the totsl buwdber
of farwcrs, thelr annuel income is only 1.99 of the toteld,

ammgst the unclassificd ere a number of vericties,
wostly hovever subhsisterce orsqustter farms, vhase income does

nuot reseh the 5250 mark per annum,

¢

WEIFT IN POFULLTION

The snift in the rursl and farm narulétion is Very ine
dicative of tho utrurglﬂ ragine on the farms. The totel farm
populatinn in 1030 was 50+ ﬁllll“u% -~ a decreasc of 4% from
1v“0. 247 of tho tatal wopulation live on forms, this nusber

sneituting 66% of tdu rurai'ﬁopulatlju, In 1920 the worcent-—
*a was 307 and 61 5. Tue migrations are partliculerly ”ctiVu'
in the Southorn Stetes where 485,000 left thc rurval grovirces
the totel for the whole United Biatos was 1,p0u 000. In the
periosd of 1920 = 30 ~ 198,000 vhiterand 46,000 $ugr9 falwbr&
lost or gave up their farms, Tononey anorﬁaSeé from 255 o
total farmu in 1880 to 387 in 1920, In 1930 tho totsl roached
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42%. In Ccorgie 2nd Mississippi the percentege of tenants
was T2%. R

HIKRED LABOR

s The nrcgsure cxcrted upon the facrmer during the upward

-swing of American capitalism demanded an intengified agrivul-
: turs of bigh concentratiocon and moss production. Therefore,

. highly speeialized ond commercial farming vas wmore profitebls
and better suited the condition's. Thet demanded an army of
egrmculthralwapc—labcre:s whp could be nired and fircd at the

-demand of the seasom. & free mlgratory army, whe travel from one
sectisa to another during” planting or ﬂarvestzng secagong -
eotton, - vogetables, fruit,"tsbacco pickers, nechine operators,
¢airymen, gardcners, etc, Statisti€s are not available for the
ezrly period of expenditures on hired labor. In 1910 the eX~
penditures totalled 521 million dollars. In 1920 the amount
morc than doubled - 1 biklicn, 98 m11113n; while in 1930 the

_-amount droppea to 955 million - a decreasc of 13%.

- %ne number of working days done by nired 1ab3rurs m
farm$ in 1930 ves 140 981,000. The number of hired laborers
in 1930 was 2,932,972 -~ an increass over 1920 by 400,000 (1920-
25336,009); vhile the wages aropped by 1l3%. The @orkes To-
ceived a SOZ wage cut during this period. Including the farmerd
relatives working or the farm, there were approxlm&tely 4%
million farm laborers in 1930. IJIncIuded in this group ‘are
€00,000 women farm workers. In 1930 onc million children were
working on farms. 2,621,601 farms repoxted hiring labox.
This is a <Ccorecase of 44,000 from 1919.

_TABLE 3 VARIETY QOF FARMS -~ DRVENDITURES OF LuBOR,ETC. .
‘ Y l—gz?—_o_ . w
No. of Farms - 4 Bikp. on labor  %of value of
o nroducts
Fruit farms 1:1,:18 Re2, $1054 . 443
Truck farms 84,562 1.3 1084 o2
Ranches - 71,000 lel 1162 . 4e0
Crop ancciality 431,379 - 6.9 433 7.6
Cash grain 154,726 Fei 375 - 12,
General farms 1,045,266 - 16.6 174 14,
Cotton 1,640,025 2641 215 15
Dairy 654 , 837 9.6 a9¢ 152 - ‘
. Animal specinlity 479,042 7.6 345 : 15.8
Poultry - 166,517 2.6 R54 Se
' Sclf-sufficing 498,019  %.9 42 . 1.9
K Fart time ) 339,000 . ? )
Unclassificd) &88,007 16.9 o ? : 1.8
[ . ¢ : -

Hiring of agricultursl lsbor differed in the various
otates in wccoxmdonce “iith the intensity and size of the farms,
The percontege in Ilississ 1uL1 wes 139 compored with 747 in
North Dakota and 83% in Few York, Masvachusctts and Nov Hampohirg

. . ‘w
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- 76% of the managers farme were cxploitirs of lebor. The 8-
verago number of deys of hirdd lrbor wes the smallest in ¥he
Tt Bouthorn States and partieculsrly hesvy fmongst the large oa- .
o prialist farms. The average for the Seuth was 100 days com-
Pred with 500 days in lowa. 8nd 724 ih Lxizona., Tho rich
menager farms in Leuisiana had an averbdge of 5,124 days of 5
hired labor. . ‘ i I PR :

; ©  VWages steadily decrcuscd with the inocregase of hired le=-
.borers. In 1920 the averagec monthly wage Was $47.00 and only .
$54,00 in 1930, In the South, the average daily wage in this
. period was 7b¢, . R D . ‘

« The propertyless-agrieultural laborers met with enorw
mous compedition from thc  poor . ovmer-farmerg who werc compel=-
led by poverty, to woérk sway from their own farms,.  Over 2
nillions were -forced to svek employmendk - oi other farms or in
city factories eanch Year. 5% owned their own farms and 35%
vicTe temants or croppers. 50% of the +total workéd on the a-
verage of 250 days,per. yeary

K

CBARM DEBTS

. While Lmcrican capitlaism wAs developing its industrics,
grew rich. on the endrmous surpluses the fsrming populstion wag
suppty them, pdrticulerly during the perdied of 1900 ~ 20,when
cepitalism drew the agriculturel industry ioio wabs production
and further expansion, the great masses of agreri~ns werc Te=
duced to a status of permanent debtors subject t¢ the whinms
and intercsts of the bankeérs and speculators. In 1910 over
1 million farmcrs had their properties mortgaged to the sum of
55-billions. In 1910 = 20 the mortgaged fagms increased by
1874, while the -amount inpreascd'IBO%. In 1930 ths total amount
reached 12 billions, not including the debts on taxes, fecd,
fortilizer and similar dcebts. The hceaviest burdcons on mort-
geges are suffored by the farmers in the northwest, wherc the
average wan as high ey 67%. The general trond during the whole
periecd of capitalist agriculture was the elimination of the
small farmcr from the competitive market and hils conversion ine

. 13 sharec-er2pping or subsistence farming., The large capitelist
farmers were better able to corner the merket through coopura-
tive podls vihich thoy eontrolled, and keep the poor farmers a-
way from. The poor farmers could 2hly get rif of thoir sur-
rlus p%oduce by selling it to the rich farmer at a lower price.

The post-war orisis acceclervsted .this ocnpetitive strug=-
clc on the farm due’'to the steady diminishing of the world
market and the fall in prices to below the 1914 level without
the commensurate docresse in prices of industrial commodities
The proeess of eliminating sltscether the poor farmers increase
‘ed in tempo emch y¢ar, Thus we see the colimination in 3930 of
257 in the form of cvictiane and forecod salos - a decrease in
T ovwiners and a tremendous ineresasc in sharecropping and sube
sistonee’ farming, In percentages there are laborers, tenants,
croppers and part time farmers 617, and swners and mana_crs
&7%, of which 8% are hoor 8grarisns or Amecrican peasants and
4P% have their farms mortgaged. The paror farms show a steady

BN S
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‘ decrezse in acreage under cultivation, In 1930 farms

v under 3 acres increased 111%, 3 to 9-177%, while the mid-
dle farms between 50-100~500 acres have decré&ssed 8%. The
1arge¢capitalist farms of 1000 acres and over have increas-

a ed 25,ao ' '

i

DISTRIEUTION OF WEALTH

The unequad distribution of wealth and property of
the various strate of farmers can be seen by their annual
incoms and value of farm property. Out of a toital of

- 6,799,882 farms, who sold part or the whole of their pre-
‘duce in 1920 - .30 - 3,865,061 had ap income of 3250. to
$1500 - 1,700,000 had an income of $1500 to $6000, while
while 234,006 had an income of .$6000 to over $20,000 per
year. Qver one half a million farmsrs in 1930 di1d not
produde a suffiszient surplwe to give them encugh cash to
pay tuxes, aside from other needs. -

Another illustration ‘can he shown by the average own-
ers of wiich cows, Only .43615,529 farms owned cows in 1930,

ctotalling 21,124,221, 99.4% of the fuims owned 844 of the
‘tolel cows, while 0.6% twied 16% of the total. 50% of the
farms owned frow 1 to 3 - 49.4 owned from 3 to 19.

[

' THE_CRISIS TODAY

_ The world capitalist crisis of 1929-35'accelerated
‘the crisis of American agriculture into a pecrmasncnt crisis
and threw the whole countryside jnto “iphsavil 816 re7olt.
Prines on agriculturzl commodities dwrnpuyd to belcd sost.
The ¢rought in the ¥orthwest had riined thousande of farm-
ers ihrough devasiation of crops, livestorck and land. The
vast unemnloyment of the Americen massés, s well as the
closed foreign mearkats, overstuffed the s vorerooms and ‘
warehouses with agricultuwal commddiiies vegging for &
market, The carry-overs actually irebled each vear., Hun-
dreds of thousdrds of farmers were forcefully evicted by
the Urited Sistes goverament and bankers because of debts
on vaxes and mortgages. While between 12 and 15 millions
unemployed were sitarving, the bankers shouted "over-piro-
duction” ehd clamored for a curh on productior and arbitr-
ary price-fixing. The United States government minimized
the terrific suffering of the masses and refused to éppro-
priate funds to relieve their hunger. The Hoover adminis-
tration set up the Farm Board and passed the McNary-Haugen
Bill, ornly to place the control of the farm industry into
the hands of the banke#s. The whole farming population
became aroused and revolted against the exploitation and
misery which wag their lot. The grain elevators, the pro-
cess0rs, dairy comparnies and bankers allied together in
cheating and robbing the farmers by forcing them to mell
at below cost., The bankers and local govermuents officials.




demanded the payments of debts and taxes right after har-
vest, when prices wefe at low pointw. The spearhead of

the strike movement to force the govermment for reliefl and
against evictions, was the Northwest. Militant sirikes
spread to other paxts of the Fountry by the agrarian la-
borers for relief and better living conditions, Capitel
investments weré threatened with enormous losses and the
Roosevelt administration had to step in to protect it
interests. The AAA was set up. The first step wae tc put
into prectice what the bankers and landlords were agitating .
for, viz: "control" of production and price-fixing. The
domestic allotment plan, the setting up of codes, the
processing tax, a two billion mortgage re-financing and
infletion, were some of the plans behind the AAA. The
government forsed the farmers to burb their production and
destroy their surpluses. The partial psyment in the form
of a bonus which is to be paid t¢ the farmers if they cut
production, was to come out of the processing taxes to be
collected from the flour mills, packers and canners. The
miserable relief, which the local FERA distributed, was

cut off unless the farmer enbtered intd such contracts

with the AAA, and only after he had mortgaged every piece
of chattel on the farm. The big farmers, landlords &nd
bankers were the real beneficiaries from the triple A.

The two billion mortgage re- flnan01ng went into the pockets
of the bankers. The processing tax reverted back on the
shoulders of the farmers and the city proletariat. The
big capitalist farmers collected hundreds -of thousand
dollars in bonuses without depleting their stock and farms.
While the poor farmer was reduced more and more into sub-
gsistence farming and poverty. Today, the triple A is at-
tempting to remove two million farmers from the land &nd
put 40 million acres of cultivated land out of production.
Inflation on which some farmers looked with favor, resulted
in their further ruination. The disparity between industrial
and agricultural prices widened. On the 1014 level, farm
prices are today 70% and industrial prices 125%.

Agrloulture however9 always 1agged behind industry -
even in its ascendancy. The following table illustrates
the oﬁntrast betWeen 1ndustrlal growth and agrlculturef

TABIE 4 |
Year . Income fiom all lndustrles Agriculture % ongficulﬁnE

: in millions _ _ in millions - _ .
1910 31,430 | T 4,988 . 16.6 /
1915 37,205 5,488 14.8 '
1920 73,099 11,087 14.9
1925 . 81,931 B 9,089 1.l
1928 " 89,419 : 0 808 9.3

. g



THE SOUTH

. " The South was always noted for its poverty-striken

’ population, its backwardness and its terrific exploitation

and persecution of the Negro Population. The agrarian

. situgtion in the South is linked up with the Kegro juestion
and their struggles for sociel, pdbtic¢1 @s well as econ-
omic emancipstion. This question is dealt with in a se=
parate thesis " The Civil War “"freed" the Negroes from
chattel slavery and trensformed thew inte propertyless wage-
laborers and sharecroppers depeno*ag upon the same neartless
landlords and plantation.owners for their livelihood. The
Negro fermer at no time enjoyed the partial properity of
ascending capitalist agriculture. Their farms were always
the poorest., The valye of the sverage white farm ipn the
country was 2iways five times more than the Negro farp, as
the follow1ng table w111 show‘.

TABIE 5
spite . Negro_
Value per farm
Owners 49,33 2,000
lalf owners 13,124 | 2,120
:Managers o 41,521 ._‘: ‘18,600
Cash tenants o : 7,554 - T 1,767
CTOppers 7,425 ;1 1,688

The South has seen the crystallization of a.permanent
landlord class ané abgentee landlordism. The poor white
farmer in the South suffers, equcl, or even worse, poverty
end starvation as his Kegro neighbors. The plantation own-
ers favor the hiring of Yegro.croppers because of theilr
large families and also because they can terrorize and cheat
‘them without fear or mercy. The white croppers sre not so
easily cheated 2nd are therefore exiled to the arid and un-
productive regions. Starvation and disease are rampant in
the whole South. B8ince the triple A, the negro and white
eroppers are cheated out of this relief and bonuses by the
landlords on some false pretense. The process of eliminat-
v ting the negro and white croppers from the land and convert-
\ ing them into wage laborers has been accelerated since the

A.A.A., The landlords there receive the full amount of the
' “bonus without having to split with the croppers. Wages are
as low as 7 to 10 cents an hour. Unemployment is steadily
increasing,. the supply being 60% over the demand. Jim Crow
laws, terrorization and lynchings keep the great masses of
Negroes ané white tenants in utter misery and darkness.
~1lliteracy amongst Both groups is still as high as 25%.The
death retes are always rising due to pellagra dnd T.B.

.
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The landlords exploit the croppers by charging them
exhorbitant prices for feed, fertilizer and food in the
stores they set up on the plentations. They force the crop-
pers to sell them their cotton at low prices. The interestis

on the credits that the croppers receive in the stores are .
as high as 10 to 12%. “*heir income is hardly .enough to buy
them dry tead and pork for the whole year as the following .

tzble will show. The tablebbelow represents a typical cot-

ton community in N, Carolina. In 1921 the condtions illus-

trgted by the table were typlcal of the whole South. Today .
it is even worse.

Per Day VWhite =~ = Negro Per Day

‘ Cash per year rarms ~ Ko. of Farms Cash per year.
34 cents 5626 135 owners 41 - $597 32 cents
14 cents 251 38 tenants 66 289 16 cents

8 cents 153 la3croppers 36 1¢7 10 cents

The white tenants and croppers in the bouth have
smaller annusl incomes than the negroes The land they are
on is dry and unproductive. These states who boast about
their o0ld traditions ®f glory and hospitality and gloat over
their ernormous natural resources, their beautiful playgrounds
and special style of cooking, allow the great masses of poor
negro and white farmers to starve for lack of the barest nece
essities of 1life. Such are the conditions in the “chivelrous"
South todeov.

The Fgarmer Political Movement

The first Mational Farmers Organization was organized
in Hinnesots in 1867 called Fational Grange. Its membership
consisted mainly of wealthy farmers and landlords who were
dissatisfied with the monopolies of the bankers and the high
gost of railroad transportation. The Fationel Grange was
loyal to the growing cepitalist economy but fought for a
larger share of the profits for their class. Their achieve-
ments vere wainly legislative and primarily affecting only
the rich fearmers, Its populdrltv amongst the poor and mid-
dle farmers was nll.

- The Farmers Allignce which succeeded the Nationzl Grange
grew more popular smongst the poor farmers. They agitated .
for reforms which were considered "socialistic" by the, re-
actionary benkers. Their platform consisted of many plank
affecting the poor farmers; one was the nationalization of
the railrocds. dlthouvgh they united State organizations in
the Hast, South end South west with & membership of three
millions, the very nature of their class interests prohibited
them from becoming a political factor nationally. Soon aft-
‘erwards the Farmers Alliance became a reactionary outfit,

, In 1892 the Nationel Peoples Party was formed at a con-

ventk¥on in Omsha. They continued the agitation for popular )
: v reforms and succeeded in involving a great mamy city workers.
575725750
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in character and were strikes in the sphere of "consumption"
‘and not at thé point of production, and therefore dissipated

11.

For the first'time in American history the Peoples Paxt

y in
the Precidentizl elections in 1892 Teveived nver Ohd miAllios
votes, mainly in the Souta and West. This movamert dsclin?u

us is inevitsble with all two classgbartiss.

In 1915 the Non-Partissr Leegus wes formed in North
Dakota. 1Its sphere of inflivence was limited to the T.Vest.
The N-P.L., carried ou & bihfer sirugg.ie againgt the fHrain

.. Blevators and commission men who cligoued the farmsrs numerci-

fully. In 1918 they succecded vitn the sid of the 3.P,. in

‘catpuring the whole State apparatus of N, Datkota ianivcing

the Governorship. Extensivs refoims were gtartad incluaing
State-owned elevators, etc. But again, ths N-P.L. collapsad
two yeare later under pressure of Industrial Capitalism and
the reforms‘collapsed with it. _ e o

.. On the heels of the N¥#P,L. followed the Farmer-Labor
Party. Gathering around.tiself the support of the Trade
Union bureaucracy snd wealthy, farmers, it attracted wide in-

fluence in Minnesota where it controls tae S8tate apparatus,

The Farmer-Labor Party is a very .good example of the failure
of  two-dass parties and their ultimate role of betrayers of
vthe_poornfarmers'and_qity workers who support them. -

In recent yeats various State organizations arose Tre-

l‘gfegeﬁtingﬁthe different*strata-of.rural population. The

arm Holidy Associatibn, who carried on the strike movement
in the N. West,the Southern Tenants Union, The hAgricultural
Workers Union, ®tc, who are under Stalinist leadership.The
struggles of the poor farmers and tenants were militant and
figrce thus indiceting their readiness to Jjoin with the
city workers in unity of action. a '

* Under Stalinist leadership and uner the leadership of
the Milo Bemos whom the Stalinists supported, these stirug-
gles‘didjnot‘afsume the correct political struggle against

he Farm Holidya strikes were petty-bourgeois

and defeated the aims of the workers and farmers. Yarticu-
larly with the new turnthe Stalinists have made in their
Trade Union Policy, began the -disintegration of the organ-
ized farmers' movement. Co ‘ ‘

CONCLUSILONG *

History has proved beyond-a shadow of doubt through
many struggles, defeats and victories that none but the city
industrial prolétariat under the leadershiD of a revolution-

" ary party, cen emancipate the gréat rural laboring messes

from the yoke of capitalisi and landlordism, from ruin and
hunger. There is no salvationh for the agrarisn workers and
poor farmers except by joining the revolutionaly city pro-
letariat, to suppoxrt it in revolutionary struggle for the -

overthrow of the rule of the capitalists and alandlords,
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The whole series of steps tsken by the governmeat .
under the New Deal, mn zlphabeticsl 1list of measules,presant.
ed in the neme of the farmers srec having for rezching sifzcta
upon the economy of the country ag a whele., In the Fivut .
place the liberal subsidies offered to certain sevtions of
the sfarmers were necessary io keep dovin the discontent in
the process of the reorganization of zgriculiture To fi+ the .
needs of the American Imperialists toder. Waole seztions of
the agriculture economy are being uprdoted, as uneconomigel.
In this process the government is sttempting %o suift thesae
‘sections to other fields -of agrarian work with as liuiie
class and ‘social friction as possible. '

: Lmerica as a large exporter of raw material must, to
~“"conguer the world" change this relation of import and export;
to enable & greater export of finished commodities, products
from heavy industry and capital, and at the same time enable
the importers to repay America with cheap raw material and

- farm products. It has been proven that the colonial spheres

- can fBed an industrial population and furnish certain raw
materials cheaper thén they can be produced at hoke. '

- %o reduce the cost of productisu, and the wage level
for the working population, and to enable the American Im-
periealist to. obtain a more favorable relation on the inter-
nationalms rket between therezport and import the permament

~agrarian crisis of the United States yas the heavy hand of
the government -attempting to-reorganize it to the needs of
the new imperialist policy. The crop control, and subsidies
under the A4A ané. other goverument messures will not remedy
this situation. On the contrary it will intensify the an-
tagonisms. : ' L S ‘

‘The recent report of the Department of Commerce on
the import gnd export of the United States revealed the low-
est export for 40 years.. They speak of a balance:between
import end edport. This is a smoke screen. The figures
~.only revezl the first stage of the transition under the gov-
ernment policy in finance, industry and agriculture - in the
reorganization of the internsl conditions to meed of the new
imperialist poliicy. In the present transitional stage these
figures will -siiow & marked decline in the export of some
raw material and farm products., But in the next stage the
export of a vast number of industrial products and capital
will enable .the capitalists of the country to obtain a more
balanced internationsl trade.

This farm poliicy is not only directlF connected with .

¥he internal reorganizstion; it is at the some time, the

other side of the colonial policy (new imperialist policy v
- of the United States), Unless a more fitting relation with v

theycolonial spheres, to cut down competition from the farm-

ers within the country, these outposts will hot be held in s

check. A big step toward.this end is a more happy relation

with the export of the basic:taw material and farm products

from these colonial spheres.

. The reorganization in the'oountry cannot take place
without political reprecussions, but considering the scalm



T

"thet outs deep into tae agrarisn crisis. Tt will becone oaé
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upoen which this is being narrled out *he class and politi-
cal friotion so rar gendered hss beenlwld in contrel by the
ruiing clique;A The Southern Tenant Mervement is one nf The
mest imncft nt side issues and rmyV@c”“svunb of *hias pniigy
of the most "mgﬁr,vnt links for the proletariat in the setrug-
gle tn ove ‘sLTCW capitalisum. o

But above all we must not 1ose %1gkt of the fact that
the leading agricultural .ua es are ai tlé same, time the
leading: 1ﬂd1~ur1ui'°fa,bh, hP 1nuv%tvlal suames suchh as
Iilinore, Michigdn, Onio, Ppn”ys veniayg ¥ew Tork, efe.,are
at the semt. tims the loading. ogrlﬁultdra? states in the
union., This is an 1mnu*tann'ﬁ.vor in corgidsring the
strategy in the 9ty uvnie for pcwer 1nv«he couﬁtrj°

The Amerlrdn prole%ar1df W111 be unable to ﬁarry out
its historicel mission, roweved, If its- revolutionsxry van-

oo

guard isolates 1dselfl and shuts .itself -up in 1its nerrow

" Trade Union cirdles awd restircts 1t~¢“i to tks petty fac-
tional sell.-sufiicien: or to.a desire and struggle to

maintsin: +Qh.mennmanv oi the leadewship of that pﬁ$ty The

fPr01ato* ist besoies a trily IPVOLquD”d*V ciﬂ% only by 8ct-

ing asthe vanguard of 911 ‘thoss Wwno. an2 e xp unuvd Ths pro-

letarian pariv becomas only then Tovoﬁ,p 0nary, wnen 1i leads

those “*rugplaizni the prol .,arvan rasres as taelr vangusrd,

for the overiirow of *he ozﬂ“cq401&, Thnis xt cannct achieve

unless thoe rc*ﬁlun-on Ty pa¥ly. Gérries fne'classestruggle in-

to tne rural 4istricis; aad, gathers arounad itself.and educat-
o

es the 1aboﬂ1nﬂfr' 898 in the ﬂoumt;y.

L. The revoldulonarj party must win flrst of all the

‘hired agricultural lakorers, working on “the farms for wages.
- Organize them inlo indatistrial trade unions, draw them-into

thé revo1utioﬂavV pa“ty"uoucate them and-train tnem for the
great tesk as eadero of +ne rurel - popyla ion.

2. Seoond;y:~ wt'must organize he negro and whlte
share-cropners and tenants in.tkhe South into ravolutionary

" non-party oxganizalions who sholl re CPiVu its guidance and
--leadership irom Ltnose enlightened and revolutionary agrari-

an wage labosrs, for the purpose of sbolishing Jim Crowism,
brutal lynching and soulal and political discrimination of
the negro masses and uniting the struggles of both negro and
white agrarians with the revolutlonary vanguard in the in-

‘dustriese.

3. Thirdly: The revolutionary party must unite, gather
around itself and win the nukerous strata of poor farmers and
petty agrarians, selr-sufficient, part-time and subsistance
farmers who althoush they own their own farms, are forced to
work for wages off their farms. These Americanspesasants whose
properties are moxrtgatsd to the hilt, and the poor snd ex-
ploited negro farmers and negro and white share croppers and
texants can be educated by the proletarian vanguard to the
realizgtion that they have everything to gain by the victory
of the proletariat, which brings with it the abolition of
mortgafes, payment of land rents in money orx kind to the land-
lords, abolition of high interest rates on loans and the dis-

tribution of free land to the propertyless croppers, tenants
i An

. ¥
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and laborers.

The vanguard party will however meet with many aiffi-
cultiec when dealing with *hese masses. Tor thiz class 1S pri—
merily a seller of commoditles (on a smell scale) 2ad tlewxsroure
inclined &> maccapt the propagands snd lezdership of tie nigh
bourgesoisie. The task of the revoluticmary rarty must thexrs-
fore be, to concentrate its mein blows against the large land-
lords and capitalists and tliedr polidical representatives.
With a consistent revelutionary policy end cluss atruggle, in-
volving the vetty-agrarians against thelr main enemiss: the
revolutionary party will ns@rely win “he grest majority of themn
for Socialismr.

4. The revolutionary party must work towards the neu-
tralizing the steadilidiminishing middle farmers, who up to

_the recent world crisis were gble to accumulate greater wealth

and turn it into capital. These are the part owners who hire
Iabor and carry on intensive commercizl farming. %The revo-
lutionary party will find greater difficulties in its attempt
to win this class toward itsalf and therefore its immediate

_ task must be that os ifolating them from the leadership of

the agrarian movemént, neutralizing their siruggle against the
proletariat, at the same time however, working towards uniting
them with the poor agrarians in the struggle against the land-
owners and bankers. ‘ :

5. ' The big landowners and capitelist farmers arw the

- decided enemies of the revolutionary proletariat and poorx far-

mers. The perspective of the revolutionary party shall be the

-agitation for unconditional conBiscation of the large handhold-

ings and farm estates, the big factory farms and southern plan-
tations who consistently exploit and oppvess the poor agrari-
ans, the age laborers and even to a great extent the middle
farmers. Under no circumstances shall the revolutionary x ¥
party allow eny agitation in .itw ranks for payment of indem-
nities to the landlords and capitalists.

, 6. The revolutionary party can assume the political
leadership of the agrsrizn masses, through consistent agita-

~ tion and educhttion, through consistent struggle against the

oppression of the agrarian laborers and poor farmers. The
revolutionary party must initiate and lead the agrarian work-
ers in militant mass strikes against exploitation for the right
of organization and a higher standard of living. It must a~
rouse the great masseés of the farm population, involving them
in gehuinhe revolutionary struggles against evictions, for the
abolition of mortgages, etc., and thus put them into motidn
for the final victory of the proletariat and their own eman-
cipation, o oo . :

- The victory of the proletariat cannot be achieved with-
out the aid of the rural population. . The rural population

' cannot emancipate itself without-a proletarian victory.

. The revolutionary party cannot achieve and lead towards

’viotory unless 1t unites the struggles of town and country, of

the proletariat and farmers on a revolutionary program of ac-
tion, for the finel overthrow of the oppressors and the stabli-
shment of a Communist Social Order,
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TB& readguqtment neceusar? For Amerloan capztallsm 1 erder
ta compete siccessfully on the world market and to check the de-
cline in the rate of profit calls for a general reduction of the
gstendard of living of the working class. The bogses! offensive
continuves with feeble resistance here and there., This resist-

¢ “anee.4is.c¢hecked beforg it develcps ixrto a powerful opposition:
" dué %e the .combined. foroes of -the bosses, their gavernment and

< ghe right :wing leaders of .the labor mOVement as well.as the

Dot idegkiand Spineless sectien of the progressive opposition which
rronBgthot yet .forsaken 2ll of the class collaboration policies.
"‘Ihls cbib ined foree has.been able to check. and head off the ma-

3or upheavals. The. milltancy of ‘the workers who have been dri-
ven. to thé wall by .the prolonged crisis and rass unemployment

. have ha8 their.energies dispersed by the policies of the AF. of

k'--L. right wing.leadership and the abesence of the mllltant Pro~

. gresgive leadershlp of . the trade union mmvemﬁnt

2,: The 1ndustr1&l reorganlyatlon for the bhenefit of capitalism

wa o cstarted vnde? the WRA. and continue® under the Roosevelt Social}

Security Plan. s conﬁﬁantly narrowing the economic hase of the
0l¢ conservative ALF.IL. craft unions. The whole proecess of ma-
olrine- develarmﬁnt&and ness, unemployment Jaid the basls for this

development.A

This has created a. contraﬂlct;pn for which the A.F L. lead-
ers have not yet. found a solutlon. Our trgde unicrn policy mud
take advantage. of this pressure vs,. the reactlonarY'leadeTS
and their pollqy.; . :

3. The economlo chauges mhlch reached a nulmlnatlon p01nt ir the

crisis ‘have deeply‘affected the class relations in America. The’
outst: ling trends 'in the class relations preduced by these
changés arer (1) the INCREASED struggle between the classes;
(2)-the INCREASED struggle withir the difféerent layers of the

~ capitalist class: and ¢3) the levelilng—aut process and "Europe-
anization" of the Americar working class, i.e.: languege unifi~

cation due to post-war. 1mm1gratlonyollcy, mass uremployment af-

+ fecting all layerxs-of the working ulass, shifting the c¢raft skill
.to a greater extent irto the ranksy of the sem-skilled and unskile

led, more uniform lower standerd of living of the class, the
01051ng of the doors of ingividual escape from the: ulass by the
rislng generatlon,.eta.~ ;- . '
4. The‘outstardlng peculiarlties of the Amerioan worklng ‘class
are the peliticalbackwardness in the most advanced and modern im-
perislist country. The fact thet the overshelming majority of
the workers are not yet evén organized in the elementary trade
unions. These millions are not yet ar gctive factor in the po-
Titical arena vs. the capitalist parties of one shade or the
other. The American workers now constitute the largest army

.of unemployeé of any industrial country on earth and have not

vet even reached the first stage of so¢ial insurance,. Unemploy-
ment and it effects are atill handle¢ as @ chﬂrity'proposition}

5. More fundamental tham the above phenomera is the fast ﬁhat
while theworkers of Europe amd Asia have beer driven back Lty re-
volutionary defests, which in turem hés affected the developments
of the internal and international pplicies of the Soviet Union
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and , further difintegration of Stalinism 8nd the world labor‘v
mbvement -~ the fact remains thet the American working elas51~~
18 slowly surging forward ané hes not yet even been tested in
afy y@ jor batiles. fThis dir turn is-part of the process of the
political shift froem Burope to America. Uppn this background
and these American peculiarities the trade union jolicy of the
revolutlonary forqes will be tested and their leadership af-
firmed or rejected with the cew trade union movement that
these .conditfong.in .the decay '+agm are- usherirg in.

6. The farszghted capltz¢1uts realizne this and have laid traps
for the workers. -The narrew.cléss collaboration basis of the

A.n.L. Whlch has bween further narroweéd by the erisis,. unemplqu
ment and machine development car no ionger .be used as the main.

,instrument for class collaboration, urless steps to broaden - °

it at ongce are taken. One . important aspect of tke NRA. was 1,
to lay ‘the basis for ¥ : broader class-colleboration pollcy,lnto
which the . A.F.L. weuld be- incorporated proYlélng it can be used
today as it hes been used in the past. .

The FEA and the lakor relations heards estallib%eﬁ were de~

signed to lay the framework for a bread c¢lass ccllaboratiom

bags. end eannlxzatian foxr the cless struggle inte safe channeln
I¥ the workers? prewsure became svfficient to warrant surh. In
thiy respeect the workers mush consmider all laber "leaders™ who
join the iaber besrds or advecsie such ag traiters to ke work<
erst cause. inj the orgenized.might of the working olass ORI
obtgin concessions from ke eepitulist classy

7‘ Other eu&stanélﬁg factarﬁ ginece 1nse§tLon ef thz WRA anﬁ %hE
#labor charter" is the {1} rapid growth of the eompany unions,
(2) the rapid growth (over a millior and a half rew membefs) of

the conservabive AF.L. unioms, (3) the strike struggles that

ceveloved were in the mein-in the hands of the corservative

right wing lezders. This enakled ﬁhem.to Lehead the strlkeé at
the very inception.

Upen - the hasis, of - theue betrayals and the u18111u51orrent
with the.NRA .as well as the .Lteakdowr of the FRA and.a new gov-
errment plan to take the place of the NRA & 1ull and ekb in the
btrlke movement and urlonlzatlon ‘has taken wldueo ‘

This condltlon reflected: ‘the (l) broad mass Lresbuxe of the
ma%seu vs. the effects of the ctisis and unemploxmenh (2) - the
1raV111ty of the retolutlorlsts and the clas g-coclscious workers,
to gain the upper hand (é) the complete false policy and failure
of the Sccialists and Staliniste, the two most imrortant orgari-.
Zdtl“nbg to g&in gny sewklance of leadership (4) the akility of
the tosses, their gOVeercrt agernts and the right wing lesders
to handle the situstion. WVherd the rank and file tcok the leadw
ership.out. of the hands of the ./ ‘'ving a new progressive lead-
erbb19~m1th new -factics develote&‘to meet fhe new bltuatlor -
Toledo, Uinneauollsg etc.,- »

Q. 1hls new develcpment w1th1n the economie structure is laying
the basis for a new type of tade union movement that is slowly
maturing and takllg form, With-it there is an ‘incresse in the -
politicalization of the working class struggle.

The trade union policy negessary to cope’ with the present .
situation calls for the following strateglcal'llxe Wnlch must be'
carefully concretized within eack glven 51tuat10n.



l. We consider the trade urion problems and its
activity @s one of the msjor tasks of the revolutionary
Marxian Party.

‘ 2. Within the trade union field the most important

task is the Organization of tlhe Urorgenized, intc the A.F.L.,
where this is advantagecus ard interirdeperndent industriel
unions vwhere this is necessary ané an economic base is present.
Above all we strive to organize the unorganized into indust-
rlal unions with 8 class struggle policy.

5. We do not pose the question or organizing the un-
organized inside or outside of the A, F,L. This must be an-
swered concretely in sacth given situation to the interest of
the mass of workers involved.

4. The Revolutiorary Yarxiar Party carries on activity

Viithin the resctiorary unions, especially the AF.L., these
unions whick dominete the crganized section of the class. At
the same time we do not consider unions outside of the A.F.L.
which has 2 btase and are nct paper ukions, as dual unioms.
. Many unions have been forced to organtze outside of the AZL,
due to the false poliecics of the right wing leaders, Job mon-
apoly ir the A.F.L. unions, racketeerirng unions, craft unions,
with closed books, very high dues, etgi :

5. Our task is to orgarize ocur owk inderendent for-
ces in each local, in each union, in kach irdustry; that is,
& Party fraction and a progressive group. Cur fractions are
subordinated to snd controlled vy the Party.

6. Trade union writy is not a catch rhrase for us,We
stand for trade union unity - for one unior in the industry;
ang work for its fulfillment to¢ the interest of the workers
involved. The odium of split in the trade unior movement
must be laid on the deoor step of the right wingers and con-
servatives. '

. 7. The tactics for urnity depend upor the relatior of
forces and the concrete given situationg i.€ey, for united ac-
tion, for amalgamation, for unification, for entry er bloc,
or for the liquidatior of the ore union ard its dntry into
the other union. Cond@itions satisfactory for the relation
of forces must be advgnced. Akove all, unification thru
- organizationel guarantees for democratic rightg, parity com-
rittees to prepare merger, no discrimination, etc.

8. We do not work withir the AJF.L. to reform the
leadershiy. We work in ‘the rcactiornary unions to trarsform
them, from craft uniors inte irndustrial unions, from uriors
with a policvy of class collaborstior into uniong with a
policy of class struggle, etce We must oust the labor lcad-
ers of capitalism within our ranks. Such & policy may lead
to expulsions and:splits, Recausé of Buck we do not desert
- the reactiocrmary unions or charge cur fundamentel policy on
the other harnd, ' :

: 9. There can be ro compromise with the right wirg le-
aderss o hild the union, to win & strike, to fight the bossy
means to fight the wight wing and its policy. &ny trade unien
leader who dces not understand this canrot serve the inteest
of his class. : ‘

: 1C. VWhere it is chligatory to be menmbers of the
Company Union, or where Company Urniorns dominate the plant,
our wemberw must werk within an& crganize a Fraction, to fight
for the workers' demunds, tc¢ expose the cempary, tc smash the
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Company Unior: and lay the basis for a real urion,

11l. Purnctioring shop units ane¢ functioning shép tom=-
mitlees are en escential elerert to all phases of cur activie
ty. We cannof rely upor the sponigneity of the workebs.
Without functioiirg shop committeer and shop urits, ar effect-
ive struggle cannot be carried on. Shor units arc not ornly
orgafd® of a furectioning and estaklished uniorn. They are
likewise means and Instruments to orgarize the urorgainzed,ete.

13. Cur forces mugt lead the stiruggle against Jim
Crowism in the urnions. No worksrs! democracy can be thought
of where Jim:Crowizm'exists. The struggle to organize the
Xegro workers along #ith the:white workers ir the urions is.

a major Lask of the present. pericd. . . .
, 14. .The urempjoyed protler carnct be cornsidered in
the same light #s it has beer ir the past. The trade unions .
must THEAD the struggle for the reduction of hcours and for the
TEMAKUS COF THE "HLMIECYEE,  Cnly ihe urity of the orgenized
Bhgicrel end tAm orghrld zéd unsuployed ecan.carry on an effecte
ive struggle vs. menopoly caepitalism.v In each city; county,
etc. the trade unions gnd .the uremployed crgernizations must
organize-central todies composed of delegates from koth or~
garlzations ag a centralized.bofy, a cocridinating and Girect-
ing body fexr joint strugglies in strikes ang ir junemployed
struggles,. Whenever mexbere of the uremployed organizations
obtain employmert wé must influcrce ikem to join the urion

of their industry. , . . , e

15. We tust at all times fight for the right' of .
urion mewbers to kelong tc whatever workers'® political organi=-
zation they desire. Political "irdependernce" of the trade
unior movencht is a myth. Felitical "indexenfence" of the
A.F.L. weans and conceals the right wing support to the two
old capitalist parties. Ideslogical control, not mechakical
control of the trade urion movewment by the revolutionary
Marxists is a necessery corditior. fcr these orgarizations
tec function in the interest of the working class and its mem-
bers. ' o - S

16. A progresgive. group ugon a concrete program of
action, within the frawewcrk of this %rade unior policy,  must
Le formed by our memters within saca local, trade or industry
and or. @ retional scale as a guruime nén-rartisan progressive - .
trade union movement. (nification of the.fcrces upon a commor

rrogram vs, the right wing must te sirived for.

17. Our forcem rust strive te unite,upoh a ccmmonr plat-
fecrm for egch’ union, the fractiors  of the other working class
parties. If possible this should be orgenized into Lhe pro-
gresaive ,group or a progrescive bloc. This fenernds upon
agreement On a progrem of action for the given inCustry within
the framework of our gereral ¥rade union policy.

. 18. "The new oondition§ confrenting the working cless
and the new labor movement ‘'in the meking, cemand a new pro-
gressive national trade urion fiovement ard the creation of
a progressive trade union educational end orgurizatioral center
tc unite the left wing sctivity within the AF. L., with the
aetivity of our fractions withir the urions outside of the
AJF. of L, ' ‘ .

Hugo Cehler n¢§:
¥arch 1G35.
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Part One THE UNEKPLOYED QUESTION
o ~~ RECFAT TRVELOPLENTS AND THE PROBLEM OF THE
N | RELATION CF TH: UNUMPLOYED MOVEMENT TO THE
TRATE ULION MOVEMENE.

&

1. The fundamental question of the relation of the unemploy-
ment movement to organized employed workers - thg«tradg union
movement - hes boen raised. 1) the passage and impending ex=
ecution of the & killion dollar Relief Program according to
which 34 million people will be taken off relief rolls and pat
to work on projects and 30Q,000 youtns put into C.C.C. camps,
2.) the agreement between the A.F. of L. and the Workers
Alliance of Amerige covering organizations of workers on the
projects. .
' A new situation is developing. The Workers Party as the‘
revolutionary vanguard of the class must give a clear analysis
of the situation, the relationship of forees and mark out a
clear line. of propeganda end act for the psrty 2nd the NUL.
.. The:whole development is a test of thg Workers Party Un-~
employment program snd the akility of the Party to meet new
situationis. Analysis shows that the Party*'s unemployment pro-
gram is sound and not in necd of revision of its main points.
Whet is. required are a speedy analysis and direetives to ape=
PLy it to the new situation. .
. The events following the inaguration of the four and a
half billion dollar work relief proje¢ts fully confirms owr
analysis of last spring that this was the second tig step (the
NBA being the firsgt) of the New Peal to beat down the standard
of living c¢f the American Working eclass. The four and a half
Billion dollsr Gark xelief projeet was directly szimed at the
.organized building tades division of the X.F. of L. which
still has a high pasper standard of wages and which, sinze the
kreaking up of the.miners werion constitutes the main proper of
organied labor, The. édrive egainet the enildiag trades stand-
ards would carry with it a defczt of *he. wanls working class,
- The General Johnson~Roosovilt doiess iv wow York City on
the wage scale helped to slow.down th- terpe of the onslaught
againgt the working class but by no means has it stopped the
drive for redugtion of wages. The holf heeccbed fight by ths
building trades "militants® and the betraycls by Green and
Compgny will have its effcets.in the near future. . Up to: the:
present the workers of the project jobs heve not been knitted
together in & unified force to fisht back. The Stalinists
and socialists policies in the unempleyment field on this
- Problem like the other questions confronting the class show
their inability to earry this tagkx to #ts logiecal conelusisns,
The Workers Party must adopt a clear .position ond take the
~initiative 'in this gigantic task. Tt should be placed on fthe
agenda as one of the most important tasks confronting the
party. 1t is both a trade union and unemployment problem.It
is the direct conneeting link between these dwe problems.lt
is up to the reviylutionary Merxiesn party to give it political
and e¢lsss content. . . :

<.  Rossevelt's plon is: 1)as a relief sthemen, a temporary
make-shift;. 2] in reslity z wege-cutting scheme: disguised 2g
@ relief program it is part of the larger capitalisy stratdgy
of reduecing the standards of living of the entire class to
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enable the U,S5. capitalism to compcte more faverably in the
world market. The vwhcole plon revolves argund 8 Wage rato
which is below the prevaeiling averspce rate for thoe most im-
portant trades affcceted - construction 2nd through them ot
prevailing wagesoules geoencrally.

3. “To defeat the plsns of the capitelists ard wring some
benefit osut of this gilgartic work relicf swindls tho tuns, the
, hurndreds 2f thousnnds, the milliosns >f workers involved irn the
.prejer®s will have to struggle militantly, on & clesr program
contering around the cital issucs involved - the wage ratg,
right to orgarnize and strike, e¢to. - and in unitod acticn
with the trade unions.

*

4. The key t» the problem from the side of the working olass
is militant, unitcd sotion of the employed 8né uncmplayed,those
on prajects, those on relief rolls and thosc¢ not even on r3lis
yet, to set up the machinery for this organization. If the
“emplayed and unemployed do not unite their struggles &round the
‘issuc snd the other issucs involved and the fivo point progran
of the Farty's unemployed program, the struggles of bath will
end in dofead.

5. . The A.F. of L. will not even 2ttempt & real solution af
the problem, Is philosorhy is class collaborztion. Its craft
‘union structure ig not adapted to organizing the project work-
erg, whé, obviously, rcouire #n industrnil union form of or-
ganization. The A*F. of L. turcaucracy is indiffercnt to ths
‘tnemploycd:s rofusla to lowér high dues, initial fees, its ox-
“pulsion of tens of thousands for mon-peyment of dues through

unempl oymcnt, .

The agreement resched with the Workers Allisnce of Amerim
is aimed to prevent existing militant uncmployed orpanizations
from eXtending to the projects on a truly wide scale, to pre-
vent thce NUL f¥om repeating its ofgarization and struggle
- methods in Ohid, etc., on an even grander natjonal scale.

6. The Socialist ﬁarty is ?iaying Green's game, right wing
and militants alikd, This combinetiosn of forcus rerresents o
crave danger to '8 ¢orrect solution of the problem.

7. The initiative of working oud d ‘esrrcet solution must come
from the Workers Party end the NUL., - -
The propgram of setion must revolve around (a) orgenization

of the project workers and the workcrs on relief rolls and
" those not even on rolls intsn one organization (wsrk rolief
sgetion, home relief "section, eto., hifher ducs from Work row
- lief members to defray organization expenscse); (b) struggle,
demonstrations for =dequate relief, unemployment insurance;
strikes for-wnion rates, for increascd wages t3 mect rising
gost of 'living, sgoinet diserimination, ?o) united action
with- the entire trade union movement AJF. of L. ané indopen~
dgnt = for orgponization end strusrle. Xo exunet form can be
7 1aid out in edvance to Te followed mechanieally:. The recent
_period has 'seen a nutber of forms worked out ky the creativow
hess of the workers themsolves - Ilinneapolis, l.C.C.W; Adustin,
Endependent Union of A11 Vorkers; Toledo, Board of Strotesy;
I1linoisy, I.W.A, n .




Where edllaboration with the &4.F, »f L. is sooured or-
ganization xoletions shculd strive to include reprosembtatives
of the wnemployed »rranizetisnes on 1loe2l contrsl 1lrbor coun-
cils, aic,

Where impossible to atiein e0lltbsreticn the XUL must
independontly »rganize prsject workers nover ceesing 1o demond
united esetion with the unions, supporting employed workcrs as
in Toledo, Minneapnlig, cto. In collabarotion with the awF.Ll.
the wemployed organization (the NUL) must be ezreful nst t3
~Jeopariize-its militance far without thet it woulsd @00lincelt - —e—
must not mekc commitments which prevent it from acting on its
presont govicral linc. Zn & werd it wmust preserve its closs
trusele mothods from the paralysing and treacherous prip of
‘the L.F. of L. burcaueracy. It must proserve its independenee
ant. ~utonowy to asct cutside of the sphorc of apreemont,.

8. In the 4.F, of L. the firht for colleboration with the
unempl oyed orgonizations and organizeticnel set-ups to roalize
¥t; for lower Cues; ogRinst expulsions for non~rsynent of dues,
c:n take on & new an< rreater significance. It son beeomo a |
vory imzsrtant lever in the neds °F the rrogressives against

the burcaucracy. '

Tho 'qucstion of the relation of the unemployed to the
tradc union movement sh:uld Lo put on the apenda ond offorts
made there to commit the progressives to our unemployment
program as a whole and for sur prsgram of astion to meet the
new situation. '

9. Unity of the unemployed mecvement is the prsblem . the NUL
must ©3lve, Beforc wo can unite we must disocuss united sction
.on the basis of & program of action, ' '
1. Zhe WUL should take the initiztive agaih this year
-ant ceil Tar a Ndtional Temonstration, similsr to the
Cotober 24, 1934 cemonstration. 2. At the samg time
eff>ris for unity with the WV.h.i. should be approached
with the aim of unification as repidly ag possikle.
The Wah.A. i in o oriticel .positism; being sabctaped
by the 8.P. leaders, ty the J.F. of L., #nd with no
~material crowth 88 cxpeécted at itd foundation corventiony =
ali of which gives the NUL 2 key uLosition in unification
providing our rerxesertatives know what to sive and waat
to teke. B4 Uron this kasis we'can then proceed to-
ward fuwther unification with other forcugs, esyecizlly

~Ythe NUC. ' _ .

+

t

Fert Mo,  RESOLUTION O UNEMFLOYLENT '
| ' October 2, 1985.

l. The unemployment gquestion is the key questizn of the b LT
.8ent timc in the Unitcd States to the development of class .
congcliousnces, or on the contrary, as the basis for o faseist
movemsnt., The separatiom of the workers from the system of
production, the increassi: gly larie numbers of declessged workers
and potty-bourgesis, the quostim of tho uncmil ayed, brirgs
home to these olements,their functisnend place in -socicty,and

.
'
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»oscs -f necessity, befors thom, the broad social implications
of their position.

2. The face of this sclutivony thoe werking class sslution,or
its capitalist nwsk; the fascist solution, is incrcosingly,ond
of neocssity must bec accepted by lorger masscs of the unemployd.
particulaxly now that the questicn of relicf is agein thrown

on the locanlities ard private charity, was well as the exiprog=-
sed hope of Rocsevelt in "industrial recdvery%, & recovery
which is nowhers on the harizon.

3. The recentstatement of Roosevelt that if production wers to
return to normal only 80% of those then warking could be om-
"1oyei naw, gnd the fact thet this figure oould be greatly rew
duced rens up to us the irossibility of epaitalizing on the
incvitable social discontent which will follow this. The

" Courhlin and Share-the-Wealth movements shoulé scrve as a ‘

warning to us that we have underestimetced the socl 1 and politi-
cal consgiousness of the American massses, their desire to fol-
low the socialist slogans of 2 brmed c¢horacter, and what is
more, the fact that the workers and xcttyAbourLOOLSmc are
largely skiyping thc,econam;c stragrgle and poing to politios
direcetly; in the present casc the weakness and lack of clarity
2f the reVolutlonerv forens 51V1n the Couéhlin ‘1:d Long: fakers
the Townsendites, tne almast undisiuted sway a use of sceial=
ist slogcans Flundexed from Iarxism.

4, The min strug{ie to orgenize the unemployed is the ques-
tisn of a versyective 28 2 means to which the cconomic weajons
seem logical., Without posing and emphesizing tho relotionm of
the breoader sociesl questions, to the unénploved.worker, he will
sec himself, and does sce himself, as an ingrate for demanding
nore mMoney, ta strike; as &8 mere flouting of authority,united
action with trade unicns; as a cratuitous exgentiture of en-
ergy, mede dofbly 85 in the eyes cof the unermployed workar by
the traitosrous action of the A.F. of L., more oarrectly, tho
fakers, but an onus vwhich the irexjericnced worker  puts onthe
Li«F. of L. a8 & whalc without froubling to &€ifferentiate.

5, The radical grouips in the rein have gone in to the unem-
played field with the ideas and methads of ftrade unior strug-
Cle and organiz8tion; or, s the Stalinists in the previous,
with adventurism, such 2s *he slogan - "dcfond the Chirese
Sovicts", Needlcss to say, ns large scale orgsnizations have
rezulted from these methods, or When they were tuilt, disin-
tegrated. Los Angeles, Unemployment Councils, on a smgllex
sczle, and the W.U.U. 2s well a® organizations run by non-
radicals. The XUL has had a good deal of succcss sreciscly

because it was in the mrin miitant cnd came out for the aboli- 7
tion of capitnlisnm, but oven here a deoline is ovident, end .
its reat veaanss is its concentraticn in rural areas, as well v

S

as. the laeck of conretization of thie broad sociel gquestions,

6. In the future our sttemits t> organize the unemyloyef
must take all these factors into cornsiderction, not. only as -
the exclusive progerty of the revolntionists, tut as the slo-
gnas .5f the mmsses, 1o be uscd as.tkhe basis for orcanizztion
ond for the growth and stakbility »f them. The masscs will
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not organize withcut o cerspective being given thom from tho
beginning, even »oBin: tefore them in 2 kraisd way the nec~
essity for a workurs covernment to coxry out our plans.

7« It ehoulc Te elear from the forersing that any xponiza-
tion which from the beginning docs not -.ase for itself these
tasks, hés no value for the clasg, contrery to osur attituce
towards 2 trade union which h2s Job control as its basis. An
orcanization of unemployed not yosing for itself firom the be~
cinning these braiae tasks is mexcly dissipating the energy

of thosge it mnagcs to ensnrre ané can only drive the workers
gBway from it in discust anc disillusion,

8. Only those orpanizations dominated by a leacdershi: with

2 revilutiosnary »sersrective, ond a correct rrogram flowing
from it, ocaor ilay @& progressive role, orr answer the bnrp-

ing protlems of sueh = mevemert, The C.F., the 8.F. and other
non-revolwtionary .cours,28re forecs which cannot play & proe
£ressive role in the unentl syment movemert, and boing in the
leadership of suchy can oJnly repare it for capitulation to
fascist demogony in thé absence of Bevolutionery countor—px de
dagania, or rather 2 vroventive injection of it.

N-htnq-ﬂt-&—-n-.-nw*wq»—,—wﬁ“h‘nqﬁ--ﬁ——n»-

(Wote: Due to luck or spate, it was Tound necessary to omit
the resclution on Lubor Defense work from this issue of the
Internationul News. - Zds
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