Again D o wn with For a workers’
18 whe exp loiter 8, world — peace
a 2. By
‘rugged indi and plenty,
. » " . .
i vidualists” and justice and
, AN
ipring! tyrants. freedom.
W anc
f on & ey
 perky
1 know Volume |. No. 3. New York, N. Y., Monday, May 1, 1933 Price 5 Cents
Spring. < 8 3
bright . v - . "
. A Class War Prisoners 4 LA m NEWS FLASHES . "
pl nited For . 5 ‘al ()] v retensions aa (¢ AT
ike an y v AFY B PN Ared 8 b ; | / ODICSS CLaAalied( O
SAN FRANCISCO, April 26 4 e , v
fter a
streets B | M‘ k . ( k. l. The new Mooney trial has been ( 1 \ . |
. x | R, 3 I e l / : y
heerily Ne(rl () O S (.l ‘ ’()()( e || poctponed until May 2 Judae 4 ‘l ;‘ / h I ‘ ( ‘ N ‘ O
oh ’ b | 71| thinks demonstrators make t ll( ( )( l!( ( 'l( ( (l(‘
:l 0](; g “‘ A ]NI ‘ b‘ much noise for justice to be ° 1 WV
: wa Aet . ‘
n( OOIley armersAc¢t | n I n (' 1ana e
stening Pt AT California Elects 50 Ohio State League to Feed
hed up e ——————— S To Nati ! enti s
n F [ . . Wiy A " \ 4 . tonal Convention "
y wallk, Labor $Groups in Mass May 18 Set For Strike Zvnlham Gr:en, president of the || Elections Suspended As Worker-Farmer Delegates
a . - merican ederatior f Labg , 0 A > . .
Jattery Scottshoro-Mooney As Milo Reno Says e e T b © i Gov. MeNutt Takes LOS AMGELES, Calif.—The in National Meet
dt“t”‘ Meeting 30 Days Are Up tee, opposed & minimum wage State Control state ( vantlen of ‘the  \inse
treots : : - ployed Cooperative Reliet As | COLUMBU S JULY :
on ‘“for men n the 30 o S JLL‘ -‘-‘-
1dings, 3 DES MOINES, IA Far trom || PToV'*'o" DIANAI Ind.—1 gociation of California, repre
rs, and . P..STILL OUF beir t to sleep t | inla » || POUP Work week bill. Minimum - sent et 2 2 f
p- - yeing put to sleep by administr y tility to de senting r 'n 1uarte : Rl i
fc ARS inere Bl Call P« ¢
a ma Free Monm'y Congreﬂn in tion promises and the plea to “wait wac:e “)r Wom:n "  n pposedly most - " ot lan J ess work I _”"l.' to :‘l‘l"‘ ‘\"ﬂer‘
d clear S W) a month” the farmers of the west || "¢ t "eince they are in 4 more ntrie . W trate the ers, which met in Oakland on ng n Midst of
Chicago; March to helpless situation” in dealing ; Med g : "
h, how Washi gton are headed for a nation-wide strike ok . rise to powe t P V. M tt Apr 0- voted to send 5 Plenty
ly nics ashingto The Farmers Holiday Association ko PORRES SHEN are men new electe " ¢ his delegates to the National Con- | e
- s " -~ - - » € e »
| will strike on May 18 tate. Alt} h MceNutt ? ’ vention of the Unemployed to be |
NE 'O - Glving delegates ) SEATT (F. A 8- R 1zh X
\,lw l-“ "K‘Vl n, (‘gmu( ss in| “We've given the administration E dLE hF T = office a mor thar " he n Columbus, Ohio, on July I t ty in
e Free me, Ongress orking 5 been institutec %
lo him to the 88 Meoney more than a month to make good, WeTWINL o e SIEUSNE I t t virt t t 34 form
Chicago a send-off and rallying sup- 5 ! 2 tiea » || for employes of the Boering Air v n addition te the delegates 2
used Weshingt and we're going to have ju ¢ ; ¢ ar the ' ' a gates | Bos-
» marc ashington g ane Co.
o8 are port for the march to ashing Milo Reno, president of the Holi plan o ‘ T AT electe the state za ack.” de-
sed tc to free the Scottsboro boys, :‘ md:m- day organization, declared. Fi Wit ily ny r I M the Los Angeles County C ne L t y the Ohio
meeting of labor forces in the . PR ShE S e ae » 2 il Y , . b Saal A i % P
Amer! Rt - Gt 2 plans for a “buy, sell and pay noth l)” kl ery l)()(l\ (,,),”I‘ N i 1al
Bronx Coliseum in New ‘mrk‘ ing” strike will be set going May - . , e : || the cour of City Units w io | which ol
: ; 2 : trik il £ ing M: g iiceme . . ed 5 | 1 will
ped by marked the high point in the cur 3 and 4 at the Holiday convention | 9@YS Poor’ Charlie . s . kewite. Thus there will be a | ‘ot v
ars., He rent move for-labor unity in the in Des Moine Nothing can stop . i 3 delegation of at least from v nen
was 80 Mooney-Scottsboro struggle. the strike, Reno said, except gua NEW YORK.— R ; the organize nemployed of rmers
L. “And Joining on the proposition that haad st of product . £ ; L 3 < ’
r,” he “Tom Mooney and the Scottshoro agricultural produect R 3 n Steel @ | t w new | Wive e en w form
ot only boys are the great symbol of La | Organized strength of the farm r ag eclared t | ence t he t es the call
ywhere bor's struggles for justice in the revolt sweeping nid no rich men any me | e Ame n work r r | “That is the backbone of r nation
avery- United States today,” trade unions, | tates by leap one'a few da C | er | t re ass suffering
people . Communist groups, nrominent So Trade unions will be asked to back | i t the thirty-f ' he st of plenty
(ful.” clalists, the Conference for Progres- | the farmers eon of the Pennsvly T . . ° There is power in that e that can
sive Labor Action and “other work- | } 3 l ”ll"‘l ' (‘d('r:lt“'" ¢ nate unemployment. That pow
musing ers’ organizations were present APPLETO WI After walit A H W » i < nization
p s N
\y was On May 8 thousands of Negro| ir ) da T t Mr. Schwa I‘ll'l‘” s€Ss "(’!)l‘ as
and he . e 11 converge activit were | 1 give Roo n y - :
and white workers will converge 1 ‘ \‘¢ € "0"\(_']“”'] in l)u_
d men upon Washington fto demand the velt a da to save Llhe I 1
leaned immediate release of the Scotts farme Wisconsin re going have nev r S
various boro boys and tife enactment of leg wi rike again May 1 - g s ¢ ¢ ¢ New Leagues Organized
fr“:::: islation fer the enforcement of civil we ""' 7‘ . = t t For June Meet in
ot liberties guaranteed to the Negro | e ( perative Milk 't ¢ 1 £ Harsi l
+ " s ! - - r
poople in the 13th, 14th and 15th | 1 Rulers ke McNutt ¢ e rrisburg
1 fight for cost { o . - - - s 5
man. amendments to the constitution, On : ¥ I . To those of us w - e
" cried April 30 and May 1 the United i I the elimination of | profiteering role which Bethlehem | Eoints out the “P
. | yrganized middlemen who prevent S e R t tha A 2 Fosent o
olnting Front Free Mooney Congress will | —_— e RIS Fres Steel played dur the W e . =
o take place in Chicago, while in | HEYWOOD PATTERSON farmers Ir recel r prices. | making a straight 100 per t 5
» ralif e, . Svens) S, e profit on this declar-|"S e f fre ce
thirty, California, Tom Mooney, brought one of the Scottsboro boys OKLAHOMA CITY A lett hde e Sl ¢ s g Sasnasmaiie o K
[ have. tr n for the first time since ¢ : " A henge DERTE OR SN g v
rom prison | who has been sentenced to m Gover: A fa B M sart of Charlle comes as o
muscle he was framed up sixteen years! geath by the State of Alabama . B‘ ; (‘ec 1 t ,‘
. 1y ut on second thought, pe think deep about thass mral
hat for ago, will be on trial | on framed evidence. B R o avtte so Toa . i eply about these problems,
at, eh? The Mooney trial which began | e s 1.5 oy w L‘ . : ‘C - X and what is more important, are
| a serious'y. We know that Charlie her.
on April 26 is on an old indictment | _ o | 3 : el " ‘ ’ S er. We have already
’ - - ) an emotional fellow and after a D o Bl .
g man, growing out of the Preparedness l hll'l\ (‘()“h"“l('l ) t | aneit dintias s ”v“‘e o of | being r ber of times, each time
- L gooc ! J preser 0 S tron r -
is fo're- Day Parade on the West Coast. Alli‘ \r s l‘w l. d (- ‘ stors and orators,” including |old cronies very often says things |and . stronger than before.
nuscle! subgequent investigations have ersus Ldison L.o. 1o Re el b ; vy righagainl 52 2 Ggest convention of the
for our s 2 Milo Reno, Ed Pic and Oscar | which he doesn't remember 5 min- cal g the movement is ahead of
home. % proven Mooney and Warren K. Bil ll('l"' '-( )l)"('('t“)nﬁ Ameringer, farm leaders, has rous- | utes later. Seeing that he didn't interests ple, the workers us d we must begin to prepar
r'()n!ef‘l; ‘ lings, sentenced in the same frame- ed Oklahoma farmers say a thing about the $38677,524 when their h the for it immediate y‘j. o
up, innocent . S e Para g as a “friend of the paid in bonuses to a few high of- ; ; ‘
il Official S. P. High Profits and Lay-Offs common people” the governor is|ficials of his company from 1911 to| For pointing this out super patri. | t0® St New spruve | Ground Work
. e ined i . and . y in Lehigh. N . n Ce
pringle Refuses to Participate Aired in Rate Hearing | peing shown up in his true colors 1031, while the wages of his work-  ots, democ = " x\ ‘ Readers of LABOR ACTION will
Spring! United Front Committees prepar- Before Public Body as thousands of the letters are be- ers have been slashed time after racy, have accused radica's of : Allaghen 2 MRGIPRIa, TYOFT- Loseail that s Bl (mw},_
44 on ing for the Congress and the march St ing distributed in reprints through time, perhaps we had better wait a wanting to destroy democracy. To-|"MVeriand, indiana and othercoun-f,..  » e Onio _._rpm'rd
S The pointed out that while prominent By J.T. GODBER the state litt'e while before cheering Continued on Page 3 ! ﬁ : Le met ( bus on r.;‘,»,
- # ; - Robert Sk it ey peil | The unemployed organizations | h ;
oo & Socialists, including Prof. Ro or NEW YORK, N. Y.—Case 7,699 == Sabi iles aldiun faaca e o At t vention dele-
on the Morss Lovett, Prof. Reinhold Nei- | came up for a hearing before the : % . ! g gates from 33 1ties, represent
nation e nties, represent.
buhr and Franz Daniel had agreed | Public Service Commission last W rkers Ma Da lq Oll r D(l ' Frensug it = "“' ng 7 ganizations of the unem
arme heart of the anthrs | Y e
to function on committees, com-| week and as a result our convie- 0 , L T | {:” " - ’ P ';“ 'l ? ploy vithin the te, voted that
plete unity of labor forces was still | tion that this commission repre . “‘ y , " 4 1‘ rective | a national conve ntion of the unem
. eague of Northur riand County a . ; i #
of his lacking since the official Socialist | scuts the exploiting class, rather A i S Inas fust conciwied & sscossstel ployed be held in Columbus during
s Party had refused to participate. |than the exploited, has been streng- STATEMENT PG S e O the week of July 4
£ i L walk-out against working for alhot
e of & When the Socialist Party pro-| thened. without  baki 3 : e Preceeding state convention
A NOX TR y gy ~ TV T TSR 4 AV « < . 1ont wing overed b
1. bear- tested that the Mooney Congress Case 7,699 happened to be 30 ISSUED BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE CPLA RN S o g R R | February, delegate conferences
rd." il was dominated by Communist |Brooklyn consumers, represented by - . y: ‘,M ’| »‘.‘--‘~ o ;11(! h "; | had met at Niles on October 9, 1932
groups, “The New York Free-Tom- |Jerome Count and Will Maslow of The First of May is the international holiday d together, demanding king on a borough improveme ‘v‘,. and on November 6. These confen
“You Mooney-Congress-Committee immed- | the National Committee on Utilities | of Labor. Attempts are made by the enemies of ( e Scoftsboro boys a project, laid down their tools. In|°"ce® had P a temporary or-
; Your fately took steps to meet this ob-|and l“"h“r' versus the Brooklyn Ed- | [ ahor in the U S. to create the impression that nforce the constitutional gus f MRS s g | tion » Columbus con-
. jection and to perfect an arrange. | 1500 Company, defended by Chaun- | May Day is a “foreign” lioliday and that there people in the 13th, 14th and 15th|ies were compelled to pay them | chton gave it permanent {grm
ment by which it would be made | Y B. Garver and a host of lesser | fore “good American workers” should not take nts to the Constitution Division and |pe ar relief check despite adopted a state constitution, de-
ful city absolutely clear to everybody that ‘r lights, Mr. John C. Parker, presi- | part in it. The fact is that May Day was first | preju between black and white workers is | peir refusal to work e & program and policies,
where the Congress was a congress of th..i‘h'"" of the Brooklyn Edison Com- | made a Labor holiday right here in the United iarmful to both and can only help the bosses. By | and elected officers for the year.
ul"’ (:; entire labor movement,” the|PAnY sat right next to Mr. Garver | States in 1886 when the American labor move- = united action they can both improve their condi | Compensation or No Work Open To Al Unemployed
&l el Mooney Committee stated. in an advisory capacity. The tre-| ment called upon all workers to demonstrate for | tions { Numerous other unemployed or e 1 . oy
rorke;s. The Ssetebiors mendous responsibility of such a|the 8 hour day. It is espec ially appropriate there- n May Day the workers of the United States | ganizations have raised the ques-| The 4"1"-"“"‘."‘ free from domin-
?! ;’ 0 tin gy g PGS little man representing such a huge | fore that all American workers should observe = will pledge their interest and solidarity with the [tion of “compensation for accidents “l“"‘” y or ffm“ ition with any poll-
hibgni ’.\ Officials of the National Scotts corporation caused Mr. Parker to| May Day this year when 15 million unemployed | worker Il other lands—the workers of Ger- lm- no work.” The executive dire tcal group,” asserts the literature
rept. £  boro Action Committee include | ® 2ficted with nervousness. Why | walk the streets, and we must have an immediate | many where Hitler's Fascism is smashing the [tor of the State Emergency Reliet ;r the Ohio League. “Membership :
or & v 3 ¢ : 1 i e i sy 8 ope all unem rod W
8;"::'. Samuel Patterson of the \‘nr‘;“r' Parker .&hnurl(l be nervous at a | drastic reduction of hours, without reduction in  trade operatives Il Commission, W. B. Rodgers, has|_ ”“\ e 1.’”‘ ‘;\1 ;“ If" ““rk"."
8 a0} RO~ ! " g i . " ols M . 1 | 2 M . ag earners anc ir \r TS, .
y ; SINAE Todas: & Negts SRternal ok ] hearing held before such represen- | pay, in order to put the unemployed back to work he tic ( worki ruled that it not necessary to| .. s nm' : '"l' rs, ir
| tativ v ali f ‘0 i " 1 : 1 1 wpective ac olor, & e-
on ‘n! ganization, chairman: William Pat- | tatives “f' capitalism as Commis- The attempt to discredit May Day as a holiday = where Japanese imperialists | work it not covered by compensa ‘ini’w & < ml‘(, Y,» .( dh "'rn
8, yes tarsonl, secrétary. International Le. | sloners Neal R. Brewster and | onlv for “foreigners” and “reds” is another way lions of workers, and other | decause of this action, It sl & 3 oo » ion or nation-
ut they v "" | George R. Van Namee, who are just the banker 1 boss have t reate div = § sha 1 tnd Qeat 11 ¢ - ality. The organization extends in- 3
% § bor Defense, and A. J. Muste | _ & x - B SETIRCER ARG DUSEES DRVE TO GITALE S5 aseuis 5 T e b, ed, he has been releated from |, o ory part of the atate 3
. R atemac of. the CPLA: vibsehats: | as pompous and as well fed as their | ynd separations among the workers. Because they the wi f Soviet job, to take effect May 1 , pEs S he state. Its :
'm day, b e W% iosaey Ooamreis Man-immm indicate, is beyond us. know so well that the power of the workers is en contro ir own destinies, and are build-| The organizing drive has carried :,r";:‘,‘ : “';mn”',"l :hm”zh e
3 y C ] 4 & " : : : . L St ¥ . E L at : i fes o voluntary organi
n gazed ! agement Committee includes John | 4916 Discharged irresistible if only they stand together, the hosses ran imic order ba ed ‘'on the good of the |1.0uls F. Budenz and Cal Bellaver e g “'”". :“y‘l"‘j:’ir"'
re him, Dewey, Rodger Baldwin, Lincoln | Jsing as evidence company re- | will resort to any vile means in order to keep masses and not the profits of a few from the southeastern section of . & RS R TR
s, and Stefins, C. A. Hathaway, J. Stat ports since 1922, Mr. Count showed | the workers apart. Sometimes even workers and On May Day the workers of all lands will |the state to the northwestern The | Declaring that pressure upon pub-
, G, . b & - | . - 1 ’ jals sn miata
to help Bl iaste Sl uikab | that 4,916 employees had been dis- | labor organizations play into the bosses’ hands nite to protest against the danger of war. Everv- | continuation committee and locat lie officials, makes state organiza-
ay 7" A ? missed since 1930, despite the fact by refusing to form a United Front in action de-  where the boss unable to find any other way |organizers have become fincreas-|!ion of the nunemployed a necessity,
that some 33,000,000 feet of over- spite their differences nt of the mess which they themselves have cre- |ingly busy, in the effort to get |the Ohio League calls upon the un-
ROBBING THE WORKERS head lines remai 4 On Mz N 1 nrkors il set and sing toel 2 mal y preparation for war. The lie employed of other states to organ-
N an n to be put under n May | ay the workers will meet and sing ated, are ng preparations tor wa e lie [leagues into every county and into 2
TO PAY THE SHIRKERS | ground and the company s still | and demonstrate together. That will be a symbol | that will mean prosperity for the workers |as many borough and cities as pos. | 12¢ “first as local groups and then
BLERS i | s . ’ ' 1 1 - g 1 { into state leagues. Effective stat
HARTFORD, CONN-—AIl minor able to finance such comstruction | of how they are going to fight and work together around. War will only mean the slaugh [sible before the June convention e . 75 g ctive state
4 e work. in mine. mill, factory, store, office and farm from | ter of millions of workers. On May Day the work- | opens. The goal is to have at least | *T€anizations should be set up If
Roose- employees » Jlec- | | i s < g 3 sonligs v : ‘ o APkt .
NI Sas "h‘p Serlc:rct:x: (;‘nnnecl‘;m:t Lle}c)‘ He pointed to an unbroken divi- now on ers of all lands will demonstrate against war [100 leagues represented when the possible before the National Con-
Chl'uxo lldilry the con:d?y :nu ltx: B“d'd“"d record of 8 per cent for the On May Day the workers will stand together Toin in demonstrations on the First of May |“curtain rises” in Harrisburg, vention, and delegates elected to
s great- Power'Commn hc: hsd l:n last 29 years, the amount paid out | regardless of their political beliefs and affiliations. = against wage cuts; against cuts in relief ; against | c H End the Convention.
Dall is ¥ wapes tut. Vet v, have had their {in dollars having increased on an | Radical or conservative, we are all workers and | the Roosevelt forced labor and the dollar-a-day | sonvention En o | The purpose of the National Con-
14 ut. Yet the company reports | . 6 - T R+ ] he hanleis 3 S - licew * mblov b . ¢ | June Meet | vention, says the call is to formu.
w York an increase in profits A average of 60 per cent a year since | we are all azainst the bankers and profiteers. wage policy; for unemployment insurance; for |
: =y of $112,990 the 30-hour week without reduction in pay; for| The United Workers Federation 'late a complete program and policy

shoro boys, |convention which endorsed the un. | for the reorganization of state

miners and | employed meet, was called together {leagues, as an essential step in the

Twnlfnrmallnn of a national program.
(Continued on Page 3)

the release of Tom Mooney, the Scott
the Centralia prisoners, the Kentucky

all class-war prisoners; against war, for a work- |by Socialist Party groups
ers’ world! | (Continued on Page 2)

ton Bx- during 1932 available tor dividend *1921. During this same period total On May Day the workers will stand together
.. e, e b Lol Bl it
or gam- ¥ J. Henry Roraback, politica] } | sales of the company increased only | regardless of race, nationality or creed. Foreign

securi- in Connecticut, is president of the | 10 or 15 per cent a year. born or native-born, Catholic, Protestant, Jew, we
two companies, .
1 S i (Continued on Page 2) |

| During this testimony the hear | ui¢ all workers, Our interests are one.
On May Day the Negro and white workers
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FROM THE FIRING LINE

Eelief Worker Tells of
Kidnapping in South

The big relief strike “Holiday’
in Highpoint, North Carcolina, was
covered in the previous issue of
LABOR ACTION. The strike
volverd nearly a third of the popu-
lation of the city. A labor leader
and an unemployed man were kid
napped and beaten. The following

in-

letter from a “relief worker” tells
the story.
- - .
We declured the holiday on Fri-

day, and this is what happened.
There are about 11,000 unemployed
a third of the city. One thousand
«i them were working for govern-
ment relief projects three days a
week at a dollar an S-hour
They announced that this would be
cut to S0
struck.
Well a conciliator
from Washington
on the the Unemployed
League and the strikers was order
ly, but agents from the Bradley or

day

cents a day and we

came down
and everything
side of

ganization. a company union here
and the manufacturers and the
police and city officials 1ried to
start a reign of terror. They did
everything they could. They threa-
tened to cut workers off from all
relief. But this didn't have much
effect as the workers were slowly
starving to death anyhow

they began threatening the

and an unemployed man. They had
turned the lights on. Hogan came
down and drove off Lion

A few minute iter Ritchie and
the unemployed man came down
going home. They were held up on

the street by gunmen forced into

a car, driven six miles from town
They were given a terrible whip-
ping. The thugs used a rubber
hose. They evidently thought that
Ritchie was Hogan

e

They whipped until they were ex- |
hausted and then made him drink
a bottle He refused
to promise not to go back to the
Central Labor Hall. Then the men
took everything he and the unem-
ployed man had and left them

A doctor
Ritchie's condition very serious. As
Morris

of castor oil

here pronounced

a statement issued by E. C
president of the High Point Central

Labor Union, and Larry Hogan, has
put it, “He was already suffering
‘rom leakage of the heart and was

!

halt starved for he is among the
His
his

unemployed workers,
back from

knees was like a raw beef.”

project
his shoulders to
T R

We

he was

knew one of the kidnappers,

recognized by the

ployed man, and we gave the police

the cdr number, but for some days
they went about on the streets
without being arrested. Some peo

ple didn't think they would be ar-
rested. They thought the police
were in on it too

Anyway after a statement was

issued calling the polices’ hand the

men were arrested but the trial was

put off, and it looks like it will be
worn out that way
¢ 8 e
The Holiday strike was settled

We will now
work four days a week, six hours
a day, and get $3.20 a week
white man and a colored man will
hereafter represent the unemployed
on the Welfare Board which recog-
the

This is a good start

and we have gained

Also a

nizes league's grievance com-
mittee

We have fighting leaders and the
unemployed are solidly them
this Holiday of 11,500

showed

with

as

people

We Must Be Simple and

Clear. Says Missourian

What are American workers these The greatest need is unity
:;::xtrfl:;n::.; ““:ll';:x:?\) ~‘m::1. i sie ® thinking, what do they want, and led by militancy. Unity cannot
. o 4 2 s how can they be won into a class- | serv A great purpose without mil
Workers, and 1."M. Ritchie, who is | o, 50i0,s movement? How can we eadership, and m v is
secretary of the ( ra abe build a genuine labor movement in | qu ¢ without tv. For
Union and iGant P > this country, based upon working | furthe . s tw n
f the UTW, and W. E. Presswood, | | gy principles, and headed in the | separal ind the fir esult
president of ',!‘.'» .!' :1..:“ ed league. ., .ection of a workers republic? e tw I n An a
Rk Aads i Again and again these questions || ' ‘ ! ;"" Y ) n
Senptned: Hosnn: tock -Presswood | 78 asked. Letters to LABOR AC . e
R Al TION from workers who have seen \ - . 2 "' 5 :' ¢
passed Hall Promising militant movements rise " " -
w3 i and die put the question What i
s sort of organization w it take to e u . e
11.: .'J‘.l haj) 90 the job? ¢ s o - ‘ $
Hogan ar Clarence Hall of Arno, Missouri, ; \ 'v riy: ‘_ 3giis "’
and went into the hall to see who Writes to say that simplicity and | T : o y“;_
was there soundness of purpose are of ut e 2 . r
His secretary says watched MOSt importance, and that indus-| ',‘ g : . 5 : " . ‘v"
the policemen, and that they yme trial unionism, in view of mass un ¥ e "\ A hie ’ ,
together a - - employment, is no longer the an 'h S “ i B i 5
off in diffe directions swer. His letter follows . 1nd".» & “' peiy ';‘ .".."‘I’L ( ﬂ.:'M:
In the hail Hogan found Rit Bri stated w ©lare of the ut importance
! I have heard it said that 1en
think and act in terms common to

United Labor Action

My Old Kentucky Home! Down
in Harlan where the coal operators
send union men to the pentientiary
Down in the Bluegrass where ten-
ant farmers give half of the tobac-
co crops to the landlords. They
don’t have black slaves exclusively
down there anymore, they have the
modern form of slavery, wage-slav
ery for blacks and whites. And a
lot of them are unemployed. But
they are unorganized because
“those who could do the organizing
are split on the Communist-Social
ist question,” and nothing is done.

This is the opinion of J. E. R
who writes to tell of conditions in
the Bluegrass.

Farmers have planted large to
bacco crops this year and the pros

are that a they
be much

It's a

pects year hence

will poorer than at pres

mystery how tobacco
They give half of
what they produce to the landlora
for the rent of the land,
case they have a dwelling
than a barn they
hundred dollars
per year

We have the unemployed
wish 1 could paint a bright picture
about organization, but 1 can’t
They are apathetic and unorgan
ized, yet however dark the outlook
something must I have
agitated among Socialists and Com
munists for action in Lexington
but the great hinderance is that
these people, some of them able
to do good organizing work,
split on the Communist-Socialist
question, and nothing effective is

ent
tenants live
and in
better
from one to
rent

pay

three house

and 1

he

dcne

are

done. 1 have worked with both
groups. This argument seems to
go on forever

- . L

I am thoroughly convinced of the
necessity for “labor action” on a
united front basis, and wili support
the CPLA and its publications as
best 1 can. 1 will be glad to send
you news items from time to time.
Did you get the dollar 1 sent for
LABOR ACTION?

.

This might interest you. It was

Need, Says Kentuckian

| Failure of Craft

from Woodford county in

cated during the trial

Thirty Consumers
Versus Edison Co.

(Continued from Page 1)

ing room was comparatively quiet
but as soon as Count began to in-
troduce damaging evidence some
thing hapepned. Either Mr. Garver
or Mr. Parker would object strenu-
ously and the always obliging Pub-
lic Service Commissioners would
reply “Objection strike
from the record”
"Obijections Sustained"

Count produced evidence showing
| that Floyd L. Carlisle, Percy A.
Rockefeller, John N. Garber, and
| James H. Post were directors of
both the Brooklyn Edison Company
| and the National City Bank. The
gdison lawyers objected; “objec-
tion sustaiued” replied the digni-
| fied commissioners. Count had pre-
| viously shown that a sale of $25,
000,000 worth of company bonds
{had netted the National City Com
| pany $1,500,000 and that the public
‘nmny had lent $12,400,000 to am-
liates to repay National City loans,

When Count pointed out that in
1932 while employees were being
discharged and suffering from wage
cuts, salaries to officers of Brook-
lyn Edison had increased $40,000
over 1931, Mr. Garver objected and
the commissioners, realizing that it
would mever do to let the public
hear of this when a depression was
on sustained the objection, and

sustained,

then they adjourned the hearing

! until the tenth of May.

| iutb nothing
{if the

their env

Ironment

I have seen I bel

statement is

Unionism

Midway they g When the is social or industrial
wry for Bens progress, movements either adjust
Harlan ( era- | themselves to that progress or
tors 1| m ‘rll‘-r"im',\' die. Craft unionism failed to
aige i he miners at- | take into account the fact that au
tempted to organize. Benson was a |tomatic machinery was displacing
police in Evarts, the ree town"” |the tradesman, and that mass pro
he whers ir company | duction demanded a form of union.
thugs were killed in a battle |ism designed to cover the whole of
The jury gave Benson a life sen |an industry or in other words in
tence and on their return ecircu- |dustrial unionism, and for that
| lated the story that Sheriff |(Iu.r~|!m-k of foresight a great nucleus
deputies kept most of them mu\:.:u’ American labor unionism was

allowed to disintegrate and vanish
I am convinced that
LW.W. had been supported
in its drive to organize the Amerl-
can workers fifteen or twenty years
ago, today no capitalist country in

|the world would have a stronger

movement
Sut it is now evident to me that

May

unem- |

New Deal Labor Camps Turned Over To Army

WASHINGTON. — Fears that
the 1,260 New Deal labor camps
250,000
young men will be converted into

segregating jobless

training stations for auxiliary
army forces were justified when
General Drumm of the general
Army staff announced that Presi-
dent Roosevelt had turned the
project over to the Army.

Drill sergeants, some 3,000 lieu-

tenants and 1,500 captains will
boss the works. The administra.
tion’s decision to break its prom-
ise for civilian rule was ex-
plained by General Drumm on
the ground that the Army was
“equipped” to do the job.

Critics say that far-sighted in-
terests may foresee the need for
additional drilled forces to put
down possible uprisings of unem-

ployed masses. Also, there is

the generai talk of war. Some
say it is a scheme to increase
U. S. military strength by a quar-
ter million mien,

Full “administration” powers,
military discipline, bugle calls,
drills, it is pointed out, will help
the hardboiled rookie-breakers
create a military atmosphere and
turn the camps into potential
units for regular army duty at
home or abroad.

Sheriff’s Thugs
Kill Two Miners
in Hlinois Strike -

refused to
sive

recognize the
of America
their

Progres
Miners

The morning before mur

der they had been to the main busi

1e88 section of Duguoin and had
observed brutal attacks of depu
ties against union members. They

By GERRY ALLAND

DUQUOIN, 11 P Get a
doctor; they got me That was the
greeting Henry Arnold, Perry
County leader of the Progressive
Miners of America, gave his wife
when she entered her home near
Duquoin. Her husband was slumped

over a bed. He had been shot eight

times

In the bathroom Mrs
found James Attes, another Perry
C y leader of the P. M. A, dead
in a pool of blood. Several shots
ad gone through his body, and
pierced the door. Arnold died
eral hours after he was shot

Four depty sheriffs murdered At
tes and Arnold. Howard Rheingans,

essional gunman, with three
thers, invaded the Arnold home
without a warrant. Rheingans ad
mitted shooting Attes.
The only other person near at
he time of the murders was Ar
nold's step-daughter, Mrs. Corna

Bullock, who
the Arnc
uties approached. They brushed her

came to the door of

Id residence when the dep-

aside, drew their guns and forced

itno the house. No war-
rant presented. Frightened |¢
Mrs. Bullock ran out into the yard.
A few moments later the shot§ rang
out.

Were Striking Miners |

No weapons were found near the

their way

WAas

picketed the mine

sheriffs f

Canada

returned to Arnold’'s home to evade

danger in the city. The four deputy

followed them

Unknown assailants shot into the
of Vernon Miller Glen
the night before the double
murder, hitting 14-year-cld Laverne

home and

Miller in the chest. Later she died

in the hospital

Arnold | Night Raids

The attack made against the Mil

ler home f

was part of a series of
night raids, marked by extreme
brutality and terrorism. State high-

way patrolmen joined in numerous

ittacks against union members in
the streets and highways about
Duquoin Miners were arrested
a the deputies had murdered
Miss Miller. They were held for

questioning

Headquarters and the relief sta

tion of the progressive union were
ordered closed by acting State's
Attorney M. K. Grabowski
Members of the P. M. A. and the
Women's Auxiliary braved hail,

rain and a heavy wind to picket the
United Electric strip mine west of
Duquoin. The coal company had de-
ided to abrogate its agreement with
the after months of
peaceable relations with the PM.A

Picket Line Holds

Approximately 250

miners three

Prorgessives

peacefully with-

out disturbance. Sheriff Albert Da
murdered miners, but a coroner, vis, who had given the miners the
dispatched to the home by authori ‘,.“,m of free speech, free assem-
ties, instantly rendered a decisien | 1000 and the right to picket,
of justifiable homcicide |changed his mind after conferring

Aronld and Attes were striking
miners from the Majestic Peabody
mine. The mine had been struck

sued

with Vice Presidenct Melville of the
United Electric
ultimatum to

Company, and is

an the pickets

after the Peabody Coal Company |that they would have to disperse

even industrial unionism is not suf- |
ficient, alone, to be effective, (lur-l
to the fact that we are confronted |
unemployment
ranging between twelve and fifteen |
million workers. Unemployed work- ‘
ers have no economic power an'l‘l
without economic power, an indus-
trial union cannot function

with a permanent

‘,wllhln three minutes

The pickets held their ground
and refused to be intimidated. Dep-
uty Sheriff Rheingans came into
prominence again by shooting the
first tear gas bomb among a group
of women pickets but the wind
was too strong for the tear gas
to have any effect, The lines held
firm.

Day Greetings

o

from

15 IRVING PLACE
New York City
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Meetings and Affairs

LABOR ACTION
ING PLAZA

HALLS OF ALL SIZES

Pittsburgh League
Demands $750,000
For Shoes. Clothes

PITTSBURGH, Pa At

a hearing
hefore the city council the Unem
ployed Citizens' League of Alle
gheny County demanded an appro-
priation of §750 000 for clothing
and shoes for the unemployed

Before a crowd of unemployed
who packed the council chamber
and corridors of the city-county
building, officer the League de
cribed the naked condition of th
workers on relief, 68,000 or more

For months no thing

s have en provided by the

ef agend 't | 1¢ oint
ed out fund were availa

from state and federa ( « {

provide 90 cents per week per per

on for food only, and insisted that

was the city father duty and

isibility t pply d

with clothing Last No

I ' voter n the city endorsed

£3,000,000 bond issue for direct
relief. League spokesmen demanded
that $150.000 of thi ye appropr!
ated immediately for hoes and
$600,000 for clothing

Harry Little. president of the
council, promised the U.CIL. that
$500,000 would be appropriated im
mediately and turned over to the
relief ¢ He further prom
ised the unemployed that a con
tract for $35,000 would be let im
mediately for shoes

Attack Corporation Relief

An attack on United States Steey
and Steel
'”n' (‘r

Jones and Laughlin cor

poration relief was made

United Federation
Endorses Jobless
Convention in Pa.

|

(Continued from Page 1)
hundred delegates attended, ap
| proximately 125 of which were S.P
|branches and affiliates, 30
trade unions and other
45 from

from
bodies and
The

convention decided to form a state

unemployed leagues

wide organization to promote
{“united non-partisan political and
| industrial action” by the “produc
ing classes.” This action will have
to be referred back to the bodies

| represented
Objection was raised to the idea
of a separate convention of the job-
less by trade union officials and sev-
| eral Sucialist Party representatives
But the unemployed organizations
insisted that they would hold their
convention and the move
| cordingly endorsed. Elmer Cope, as
chairman of the jobless continua
| tion committee, took the lead in
lvoh'lm: the views of the unemploy
| ed groups not under the domina
1ltnn of any political party. In this
| attitude he was supported by Rob
ert Collum, Socialist, of the Potta.
ville Unemployed Union and chair
man of the Convention Committee
| on Unemployment.
Michael Demchak,
leski Joseph
Leschinsky, J

was ac-

John Cove

Deiupski
Blaney, Robert
berman and other unemployed
likewise took the
floor in favor of an unemployed con
for the

Joseps

Lel
leazue delegates

vention, hy and of
less
Chicago Asked to

Postpone Convention

1
job

The Reading convention request
ed the provisional Federation of
Unemployed Workers Organiz n
to postpone its proposed Ch

onvention, in order that it

join with the Ohio Unemplc d
League in a monster nationa

ering to be worked out ¥ h
groups

And thus the march tow 1
united, non-partisan body of
emploved ontinue n Penr
vania, particularly ignificant

" t inked up with a 1

\ nd wid ( i A

IN NEW YORK

DINNER

A “Tell a Story” Dinner at the

*TCPLA Hall on Saturday, May 13th,

7 P. M, 50 cents. “My Red Letter
Day in the Labor Movement,” will
be briefly told by everyone present
In the evening, dancing and re-
freshmants, Make your reserva
tions.
FREE LECTURES

“Communist Parties and groups
in the United States;
practice,” will the subject of a
lecture by J. B. S§. Hardman at 128

theories and

be

E. 16th street on Friday, May 5,
at 8 P. M
Ludwig Lore will speak Fri

day, May 19, on “The Internation
al Labor Movement.”

The lectures will be followed by
discussions and are open to the

public.

ficers of the League demanded that

the city council investigate the cor
poration
the steel trust to either pay the un
employed adequate amount in
relief or turn them over to public
agencles

an

relief system and compel |

CLASSES
Public Speaking classes are be
| ing conducted by Walter Edwin
Peck on Tuesday at 8:30 P. M. at
|CPLA Hall, 128 East 16th Street
Admission 25 cents.

Pioneer Youth

For Boys and Girls

Land and Water
PROGRESSIVE, S00I

PIONEER YOUTH
69 Bank Street

For the Development of Personality
and Experience in Social Living

Foothills of the Catskills, Rifton, N. Y.

Workshops — Dramatics — Music — Hikes
and Nature Lore — Non-Competitive —

ALLY MINDED STAFF

10 Weeks Season—$165; Part Season Registrations
Also Accepted

SPECIAL RATES T0O CHILDREN OF TRADE UNIONISTS

For information inquire
WALTER LUDWIG, Director
OF AMERICA, Inec.
New York City

WAtkins 9-4627

Whoever heard of a social hall without a fireplace!

National Camp

8—16 Years of Age

Sports — Garden
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of the Fascist form of

ment "

govern

Australia

The elections in West Australia
gave a clear majority to the Labor
Party, which will now constitute
the government. At the same time
a referendum on the question of
separating from the Australian
Federation of States was put to a
vote and was affirmed with an over-
whelming majority. ...

Soviet Union

The Control Commission of the
Comintern has appointed a com-
mission to investigate the activi
ties of Thaelman in the CUG. To
be investigated are: the political
work of the CPG, the application
of funds received and the building
of Communist defense organiza-
tions. The chairman of the com-
mission is the Hungarian Bela
Kun. . The Russian Board of
Trade in Berlin and other Russian
State organizations were instruct.
ed by the Commissar for Foreign
Trade in Russia under no circum-
stances to interfere in German po-
litical affairs. Employees violating
this rule will be recalled to Mos-
cow. . . . The total foreign trade
of the Soviet Union amounted to
1.262,577,000 rubles in 1932—export
563,844,000 rubles and import 698,
693,000 Rubles. The highest fig:
ures are those of its German trade:
export 98,061,000, import 324411.
000 Rubdbles. America with 48727
000 Rubles figures fourth with an
export of 17,014,000 and an lm'oﬁ
of 31.713,000.

on the railroads. Prices and wages
do not rise together spontaneously.
Wages have got to be pushed up.
And this can be done only when
the workers are strongly organ-
ized.

A Scripps-Howard Washington
despatch puts the matter rather
cold-bloodedly when it says, “The
first direct effect of inflation on most
persons will come through the gro-
cery store. Prices of food may rise
with a rapidity alarming to house-
wives. Pay checks which meet these
grocery bills will not increase near-
ly as fast, if the experience of past
inflations can be trusted.... Eco-
npomists use the graphic term lag,
to deseribe the hiatus between price
and pay increase.... The lag 1is
dua to the size and intricacy of the
economic system. It takes a long
time—mouths or even years—for
new blood to cireulate all through
the structure. And andcr our eco-
nomic system, profits are apt to
etay with the first turnover of busi-
ness—to the extent that the busi-
ness man who finances the first

Workers Must Fight
IS means, if it means any-
thing, that inflation will pri-
marily benefit business, especlally
big business with its better finan-
ces. This was the case in Germany
where the firet victims of inflation
after the workers were the small
tradesmen, the minor professional
men, in brief the lower middle
class.
1t labor is going to get anything

out of inflation, it must organizs,

of them who have not become hope-
lessly exhausted and involved by
deflation. But even with them, the
“traditional manner” may no long-
er prevail either. Inflation may al-
so give renewed impetus to mechan-
ization and industrialization “down
on the farm,” in the long run.

Where Will It End?

HIS inflation—the U. 8. infla-

tion will be a “controlled infla-
tion.” It was forced on the Roose-
velt administration, so f(riendly
newspapers state. And this, of
course, is proof positive that it can
be controlled; isn't it?

There is no controllable inflation
any more than there is a control-
lable capitalism.

Then there's inflation as a means
of securing world markets via de-

preciating currency. American gold |

dollar costs are said to make U. S.

capitalists unable to compete iz for- |

eign markets. And so they must
be brought down by inflationary
means. The natural resources and

| greater productivity of this coun-
turnover can retain the business' |

try seems to make such a neces-
sity absurd. But, the fact exists
that it is being urged and acted
on. The result is counter depreciat-
ed currency market attacks by
Great Britain. Where will this pro-
cedure end? In more inflation here,
with its attendant price and wage
“hiatne”? Will it stimulate greater
mechanization, in the pursuit of
even lower costs and higher pro-
fits?

Consider zlso that this world-
market struggle may lead to iater-
national rupture and war! What

ers (in some industries over 80 per
cent) are unemployed, need not pre
vent organization. The unemployed
are entering by the thousands daily
into mass organizations. These or-
ghnizations may be diverted to so-
called “seif-help,” thus taking the
responsibility off the
bosses, bankers and government
where it belongs. They may even
become tools in the hands of reac-
tionary and Fasciet elements. Meas-
ures must be takem by this Con-
gress and the forces here repre
sented to stimulate the movement
of the unemployed, to make it a
sweeping mass movement, and to
make it a fighting force to bring
pressure upon the powers-that-be
for adequate relief, representation
of the unemployed in th adminis-
| tration of relief, unemployment in.

for relief

\surlnce and more fundamental
| measures.

4. For years the farmers tried
|

then? Wherein will be the profit,
the benefit, to labor? We may se-
cure more markets at more sacri-
fices than ever before!

However, let us accept inflation
at its best, as a means of increas-
ing the amount of purchasing pow-
er and employment; as a prosper
ity reviver, in brief. As such a de
vice it is, as hae been well stated

tack on the ills of a capitalist

world.” We need more than infla-
tion to overcome those fils. 'u

abolition of capitalism.

| street ;

political parties, the divided voices
in the field today. Why can't we
have a united labor party?”

We cal upon this Con-
tinental Congress to devote its at-
tention chiefly to the consideration
of practical measures for the im-
mediate building of a united politi-
cal party of the working masses of
the nation,

We say to the workers of all
shades of opinion—red, pink, yel
low, green or what not—workers
who have been kicked out on the
who are working at starva-
tion wages if they have jobs at all;
who were “good Americans” and
bought little homes only to have
them taken away; who have no se
curity left; who are suffering in
the very midst of abundance be-
cause they have turned out goods |
g0 efficlently; industrial workers,
agricultural, clerical, technical, pro- |

1, therefore,

is not one instant in the entire his-

tory of America when the govern-| &
{ and not to return within 5 years,

ment has defended the interests of
American workers against the in-
terests of American capitalists. And |

yet the capitalists at no time h.vel
| taliatory

| mediately taken by the British gov-
l ernment.
[ per cent of Russian goods was has-
| tened through Parliament.

been more than a very small minor
ty.

Putting Capitalists on

Their Feet
Fifteen million workers today
are jobless, thousands of them

slowly starving. What is the gov-
ernment doing about the interesis
of these workers? What is the gov-
ernment doing about the interests
of the majority? Is it telling the
capitalists, the bankers and indus-
trialists, that since they obviously
cannot operate the productive

| forces of the country in the inter

ests of the American people, that
thev will therefore have to abdi-
cate? Of course not. Under the

ald

| tits, Divided on the political field |

elsewhere, “merely a superficial at-
' world according to their heart's de-
need a better distribution of in- |

come. We need harmonious produe- |
tion and distribution. We need the |

| fessional—the time has come 10| ..4arghip of Mr. Roosevelt, it is

build a united fighting party for all | |trying to get these capitalists back
who toil, in which no exploiters of ’ on their feet. And in order to pro-
| labor will have any part, whlch | tect them against the growing
will set about to organize our eco- | |wrath of the workers Mr. Roose-
nomic life in such a way as 10| yeit is demanding and receiving dic-
make America a land of abundance | tatorial powers.
and joy. | The only answer to the budding
There is no hope in the old par- American Hitlers is the organized
power of the workers. Under capi-
talism democracy can never bLe
more than a pretense. For as long
as the power of the state, the gov-
ernment, is in the control of the

we are helpless. United, the Ameri-
can masses have the intelligence,
| the vision, the power to build a

sire, exploiting class, the minority, there
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE can be no democracy. The major-
COMMITTEE, ity will always be at the mercy of

of the Conference for Progres- |the whime and wishes of this mi-
sive Labor Action. nority. Fascism will be a menace.
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2 years, and three others ex-
pelled from Russia “within 3 days

one being acquitted, while 10 Rus-

| slans got sentences ranging up to

it was evident that re-
measures would be im-

10 years,

A trade embargo on 80

In Russia the sensational rever-
berations from the long trial were
overshadowed by news that 17 mil-
lion more acres of farm land had
been planted than at this time last
spring, and that the outlook for a
bumper crop to the workers' gov-
ernment this year in Russia was
bright.

All Jobless Meet

(Continued from Page 1)
“The Convention will write a New
Declaration of Independence for
workers and farmers.”

Delegates to Be Fed
Preceeding the National meet the

Ohio Unemployed League, which
will be host for the Convention,
will hold a second state convention
on July 1-2, to which national dele-
gates are invited for “observation
and cooperation.”

Delegates to the Convention win
be housed and fed du ‘ng July 1.5,
states the call, pointi-g out that
“the ability of local leagues around
Columbus to take care of a conven-
tion has alreedy been demon-
strated.”




e

Pago 4

LABOR ACTION

Monday, May 1, 1933
—

" LABOR ACTION

A Weekly Newspaper
Serving the Interests of Workers and Dirt Farmers
Published by the
CONFERENCE FOR PROGRESSIVE LABOR ACTION

128 East 16th Street, New York, N. Y.

;tubm-rnplnrmrk;llu?:
In the United States $1.00 per year in advance.
Canada and fureign, $1.50 per year,

Editorial Board Pro Tem:
LOUIS F. BUDENZ AARRY A. HOWE
E. J. LEVER HERMAN GUND E. K. McKINNEY
KARL LORE J. B. 8. HARDMAN A. J. MUSTE

Under Direction of the National Executive Committes of CPLA

b~ 1 ]
=l

Monday, May 1, 1933

Volume 1. No. 3.

THE MEANING OF THE UNITED FRONT

HE Conference for Progressive Labor Action, as is shown else-
where in this issue, has been trying in recent weeks to bring
about a united front in regard to certain matters, such as the free-
ing of Tom Mooney and the Scottsboro boys, resistance to wage
cuts and protest against Fascism. We have tried to bring all kinds
of labor elements—conservative unions, progressive ones, Sociaists,
Communists, I. W. W.'s, Anarchists and others together in such
activities.

Does this mean that we have merged with some or all of these
organizations ? It does not. Does this mean that we agree on all
matters with them? It does not. Does it mean that we will not
continue to fight some of their policies and tactics as we have done
in the past? It does not. It is precisely because there are different
organizations and tendencies in the labor movement that we have
the problem of the united front. 1f we were already all one, there
would be nobody to be united with anybody else.

Some day we must forgel ail our big differneces. We must
have a great united fighting labor movement. If we remain divided
we will be licked.

In the meantime there are things on which we can unite. If a
wage-cut is put into effect in a factory all the workers, regardless
of their politics or religion, feel it. Why then should they not unite,
regardless of their politics and religion, in fighting it? If relief is
cut down it affects the stomachs of the unemployed and their fam-
ilies, regardless of their politics, race, color or religion. Why then
should they not fight unitedly against it?

Mooney after sixteen years remains in prison, simply because
he dared to try to organize the employes of the traction trust in
San Francisco into a union. There cannot possibly be any difference
of opinion among workers as to whether or not he should be im-
mediately freed. Therefore a united front for the release of
Mooney is in order.

The Conference for Progressive Labor Action will continue,
therefore, to call upon all elements in the labor movement, n_-;:anl-
less of past and present differences, to join in all concrete activities
on which agreement is possible. The capitalists laugh at us all and
turn their backs upon us on any issue where we are divided. They
never fail to listen when the workers speak with a united voice

vVvwww

BILL GREEN ATTACKS SOVIET RUSSIA

TNDER the auspices of the American Legion a few nights ago

William Green, president of the American Federation of |

Labor, addressed a mass meeting us : ‘
against recognition of Soviet Russia by the United States.

Speaking from the same platform with- Hamilton Fish, of red-
baiting fame, Green argued that since the government and social
philosophy of Soviet Russia are different from and opposed to
our form of government we therefore cannot recognize her.

called “to arouse public sentiment

Such an argument coming from any person above the intel-
lectual level of a member of the D. A. R. would seem strange
enough, but coming from the head of what purposes to be a labor
movement, it sounds alinost unbelievable. Surely Mr. Green knows
that the government of the United States has diplomatic relations
with such countries as Germany, Italy and Japan. Or does Mr.
Green consider the social philosophies of the labor hating govern-
ments of Hitler and Mussolini similar to that of the United States?

Mr. Green has been making quite a noise recently about un-
employment. Not so long ago he even threatened that he and his
organization would do something drastic unless the goverment and
big business remedied matters immediately. Of course he reg])y'
hasn’t done anything, nor has the government or big business. Still
he did admit that there are entirely too many workers without jobs.

Well, Mr. Green, there is only one country in the world today
in which there is no unemployment. There 1s only one country
where the standard of living of the workers is rising. That country
is Soviet Russia. These are facts acknowledged by the most re-
liable of authorities.

Admitted that Soviet Russia is different from and opposed to
any form of government under which miliions of workers and their
children starve while the warehouses are stuffed with food, and
are made to go without proper shelter and clothing while houses
stand nnoccupied and the doors of factories are locked. In Soviet
Russia labor actually has a voice in the government. The workers
own and operate the industries for their own good rather than for
the profit of a few irresponsible rich men.

If you were truly a representative of labor as you pretend to
be, Mr. Green, you would be applauding this. You would be speak-
ing for recognition of Soviet Russia and defending this workers’
republic against her enemies, which in the final count are the ene-
mies of labor. But in place of that you seem to think it your duty
to defend capitalism. You sound more like the representative of the
bosses than you do of the workers.

TRY VW

FARMERS ON THE MARCH AGAIN

E extend our greetings and best wishes to the National Farm-

ers’ Holiday Movement which has called a nation-wide strike

of farmers for May 18 if by that time adequate farm relief meas-

ures have not been put into effect. The industrial workers have tong

known the power of the strike, of the unitec refusal to produce un-

less the masters grant satisfactory terms. The farmer will get re-

sults too by direct action. Best of all, the farmers and workers now

understand each other better and can work together against the
bankers and politicians,

In Congress the Roosevelt farm program still drags along. We
were going to get a “new deal” overnight. Defenders of the admin-
istration are now saying: “You can't expect everything in two
months.” Pretty soon they will be saying: “You can't expect too
‘much in two years.”

The administration farm program aims to cut the principal
and interest of mortgages on farms. It still remains to be seen
whether the reduction will be enough to amount to anything to the
mass of the farmers It also aims to raise the prices of farm prod.
ucts by one or several devices which the president is authorized to
vse. Everybody agrees that the farmer should get a lot morc.for
his produ(ts. f, however, the prices of farm products are rms(:d
and the industrial workers cannot buy these products because their
wages are kept down, no benefit will come to the farmer._ Food
products will sti(l‘l bef:.pldrug on the market, everybody will still
starve in the midst of plenty.

The only hope for eitlgr farmers or workers is to stand to-
her against the bankers and profiteers. The need of the hour for
h is Action.

CAPITALISM

THIS IS HOW IT WORKS
By H. A. H.

“OUR FREE AND DEMOCRATIC ‘
INSTITUTIONS”

puplls in Chicago walked out of |

their classrooms on strike a few |

weeks age They were protesting |He thought his autobiography had | Wasn't good enough and

the delay in the payment of lhelr;
teachers' salaries, ‘

In a few weeks the “Century of !
cago. Millions of dollars are being |
preparation for it. Yet|
14.000 Chicago schoo! l('lll’ht'f.'l’
have not received any salaries fnl'i

spent on

almost a year
W

We hear a great deal today from |
loud-talking  iudividuals
about the necessity for protecting
and preserving “our free and
democratic American institutions.”
From the “subversive doctrines” of
“foreign agitators.” Socialism and
communism, they tell us, are op-
posed to freedom and democracy,
and would destroy our institutions.

certain

. . .
Well, one of “our free institu-
tions” that has been most adver-

tised is our public school system.

Every child in the United States,

we have been taught to belleve

had a chance to get an education.

What about this institution today?
- . -

According to the American Fed
eration of Teachers, 40 per cent of
the mnation's school population is
unable to attend classes today be
cause classes are not being held
The average yearly wage of teach
ers in the United States has
dropped 50 per cent in two years
and now ranges around $650 per
annum. In Alabama, where 200,000
children are deprived of
schooling, white teachers in white
schools are gefting as low as $10
a month. Apparently one of our
institutions is heing very effective
without the aid of
“foreign agitators.” But if not by
them, by whom then—could it be
by the American bankers and in
dustrialists?

being

ly destroyed

- - -
However, let us investigate this
business of “subversive doctrines”
a little further the
is being brought up so much by
defenders of
and democratic” institu
doctrines’

since subject

the self-appointed
“our free
tions. By
they mean, as a rule communism
and soclalism. Well, there is a
pretty large country today in which
these are the ruling doctrines. For
more than fifteen yvears now com-
munism has been in power in Rus-

sia. What has happened?
. - .

“subversive

If we are to believe the reports
brought back from that country by
dozens of American educators and
writers the “free and democratic
fnstitutions” of that country are
becoming more numerous all the
time. As a matter of fact some of
these returning visitors contend
that Soviet Russia is the only
country in the world today in
which there are any really “free
and democratic” institutions.

. . .

Making a report before the an-
nual conference of the American
Economic  Assoclation held m
Cleveland in December 1930, Pro
fessor Susan M. Kingsbury pointed
out that there is practically no
adult in the Soviet Union who does
not study something or does not
attend some school or other. Five
years ago only 15 per cent of Rus
sia's popuiation could read and
write, said Professor John F. Gil-
line of the University of Wisconsin
speaking before the Milwaukee Ro
tary Club a few days ago. “Today
only 15 per cent are illiterate.”

¢ o0

Thus in America the richest and
most powerful nation on earth. mil-
llons of children are being dep-ived
of the right to an education, while
in Russla—only a short time ago
one of the most backward of coun.
tries—the workers have taken con
trol of the government and now
practically every child and adult |
have an opportunity to an educa |
tion. At least one of the “free and !
democratic” Institutions about
which Americans have been hoast
Ing has not been destroyed hy the
“subversive doctrines” of commun. |
fsm.
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Fourteen thousand high school | the other day to some students at |

1left an orphan.

| Jobs around a farm.

I Didn’t Like

ROBERT BOSWORTH of In-
® diana told the story of his life

a labor college. He though they

a moral. Maybe it did. Here is
how it went:—

|

|
|
|

The Autobiography of An

American |
|

|

started ;
te build a bigger one. |
About that time the Big Beom |

at

i
much, so we decided not to join| "The New Deal Is a Darling"
‘em. f ks

Still I thought we needed to Dear Franklin:
know more about where we were| Well, Franklin, I think you are

The Devil You Say

By TESS HUFF

|“might be interested.” They w‘,”,_{houts'u Then I thought that one heading and if there were any | nice honest man. You will do all

other unemployed organizations |YOU can to save us from collapse.
| 3 2 ay

nearby, so when some CPLA organ- | And I must say you have made a

izers came around they sounded |Femarkably showy start. It was

I'm not a very polished le?ﬂkl‘ric"dm‘l and the Big Bust-Up hap-|pretty sensible and looked like clever of you to haul out the hoary
Progress” fair will open in Chi-|but maybe I can tell what hap- |Pened along. It was a bustup for | good fighters. That's how we come |0/ dame, Miss Reform, who saw

pened to me so you can understana
it.

I was born. I'm sure of that any
way. It was about 38 years ago.

When I was ten years old, I was
I didn’t like that
They put me in some kind of home
and there they made me do odd
I didn't care
80 much for that either.

Then they put me out to work
for a farmer. There I learned
something about farming, which
was probably good for me. But I
left voluntarily. That is, it was vol-
untary so far as I was concerned.
Fmean I ran away. I guess I didn't
like it there so well,

Then T worked on a couple of
other farms. I picked up quite a
lot of dope about machinery
though, and so the mnext thing I
went to work in a machine shop
and became a machinist

1 joined the union once,
somebody ran away with
money.

I didn't like the machinist trade

but
the

me all right. None of the
in which I had invested my oblig- |
ing uncle’s money was worth any
thing any more.

I sold the first house to
up the payments on the
one I started building,

Then I lost my job.
lnok for another like I'd always
done. But there didn't seem to be
no more jobs in God's country.

We had a couple hundred dol-
lars saved. But you know how fast
money goes when nothing’s com-
ing in. And of course one of the
kids got sick, so we had a doctor's
bill. Things were getting so 1
didn’t like 'em again,

stoc

keep
second

I went to

Loses House

When we had nothing
eat, I went to the
sioners. There was quite a few
ahead of me. They made me give
up the house altogether before we
could get any food or clothes.

left to
poor commis-

Besides, the sons o' guns played
politics and wouldn't give some of

her best days 40 years ago, and
dress her up as a New Deal,
About that time we had a rnm-| I bet you and your Brain Trust
pus in Carter Township. They |bhad a lot of fun fixing the old lady
tried to cut the pay on relief work | up to look like new. Reminds me
below what the state law requires, |Of the way cigaretto companies put
We went on strike and got the beautiful young ladies on thelr
right pay back all right, iﬂlkns to make you want to smoke
Now here the other ddy they put |their cigarettes.
a big guy from one of the steel| Butit's a good stunt, and people
mills in charge of relief around our 5€eém to like it. When the 4-year
way and he had the commission- | Parade is over and people have
ers put in some efficiency and cut Soremouth or lockjaw from saying
down on the rations. We didn't| The New Deal is a Darling” the
like that, so we went down to kick | Workers will still be wage-slaves
adout it. {and a few Morgans and Rockefel-
lers will still be their rulers. That's
Meets The Law

all I'm afraid of, aren’'t you?
As I was bawling out the com-

. - .
missioners, a strong-arm fellow
who does the dirty work for some
local politicians socked me in the
jaw. I took a swing at him. Then
one of our women got him around |
the neck and nearly choked the
life out of him before they pried
him loose.

I had him arrested, but the
mayor of the township found him
not guilty of breach of peace. They
must have got to the mayor

Next thing I know they serve me | *5© when the stock market crashea

to start a state organization of the
unemployed.

Well, F. D, when you come to
New York I want to take you to
the Penny Restaurant on 34th
street and Third avenue where you
can get a big bowl! of cracked
wheat for a penny. Going up Third
avenue you can certainly see a lot
of funny things. There are some
faded old signs hung in windows
which say “Keep Smiling.”

I remember everybody had petri-
fied smiles on their faces 4 years

so much. I thought I could better |us jobs on reliet work in our turn
myself, so I learned to be a tool |So I went around to some of the
and die-maker. That paid pretty [boys and said, “Boys, we got to
good. ;sth-k together on this and have the
I forgot to tell you I got mar.ljnha passed around fair.” That's
ried. I guess 1 liked that pretty 'how the Carter Township Unem
well. Anyway, I seemed to be mar- | ploved League came to be organ
ried for good. I have three kide !ized  They said T had te he the
| chairman, and I dldn't care so

On Top o' the World

Then an uncle of mine put me
in his will for $25,000. After that
he did a noble deed by going to
California and letting himself fall
out of a window and break
neck.

When I got that money, I liked
it. T was sure that I was sitting

his

on top of the world for good
America sure was God's own
country.

I took a trip to California, but
I didn't fall out of any window
When [ got back home I built a

much for that, but they said. “Well

you told us we had to stick to-|
gether.”
Pretty soon. some Communists

came down our way and asked us
to join 'em in a big demonstration
in the city. It sounded like a good
idea, but we thought we better look
into it a little, so we sent a com
mittee to city,. We met the
Communists and said we'd like to
meet with their members, hut they
said they had to keep their mem
bers secret until time for the dem-
onstration, I didn't like

the

that so

and some of them haven't been able

and five others of us with an in

ij!:m-tinll The injunction restrains 'f“ get a sober expression on thelr
. aces ever

{us from “interfering with the dis- | C®® ever since

[tribution of relief by asking for| P° You remember? In the good

[more reliet than the commission.|°/d day of Prosperity, when there

Lare can glve.” lwvr; only 3 million men out of

R | WOP s ine ¥ 4
The hearing on whether the in-| " © milin the na
‘llunnl slogan It ecasier to
smile than it was to think, so every-

Keep was

junction is to be permanent comes was

up in a few days. We're in for ;u]

fight, T guess, and 1 must say 1|7°4Y weni about smiling sweetly
like this pretty well {while the preachers, politicians,
That's uhmx»t a1 T have to say. |PeP lecturers, school superintend-

They say there ought to be a moral | *PtS: Insurance salesmen and busi-

to a story. The moral to this one |"®8S men generally lined their
seems to be that 1 didn’t get the |P0ckets and clapped hands and the
right kind of education; cause ||B'® Insiders proceeded to Clean
don’'t know yet why things hap Up
pened to me the way they did But now the profit-system Is rain.
Education—in labor action. That's [ "% blows upon the masses and
what T didn't get smiling is hard work. So you are
working out new slogans to ¢change

Woll, A. F. of L. Enter
Tobacco Business

NEW YORK.—Smokers who
pay less than 15 cents a pack
for cigarettes are going to hear
from Matthew Woll and the
American Federation of Labor.

It seems that tobacco shops
are not making enough money,
because smokers are buying cig
arettes in chain stores at 10
cents a pack, so Woll has
pledged himself and the Federa-
tion to help the Independent Re-
tail Tobacconists Association
boost prices.

The news that the American
Federation of Labor, represent.
ing organized labor, would also
represent retailers against con.
sumers was made public after
Woll had addressed a meeting of
the Tobacconists Association
where a committee which had
been ‘“negotiating with the A.F.
of L. for 8 months” announced
that it had worked out a plan to
hire an organizer and increase
its membership. The implication
was that Woll, as a well-known
leader and vice-president of the
A.F. of L., would be the or-
ganizer,

‘Secab Coal Bosses
Unite For Action

YORK~The
of Appalachian Coals, Inc., a

NEW

tive”

“first objec

union of 137 non-union coal com
'panles who blacklist unfon miners,

| will be “improved working condl~:

| tions” according to Mining Notes |

for April, published by the Labor
Research Association.
“This does not mean that there

will be any increase

declared R. E. Howe, executive of- |
ficer of the coal trust. “It i{s the
hope of the companies that the
miners will be able to work a tull]
| week or as near that as is possible.”

Representing 73 per cent of the
mining iGustry in eight fields, in-
cluding Kanawha, Logan, Wiliam-
son, Big Sandy, Elkhorn, Hazard,
Harlan, Southwest Virginia and
Southern Appalachian, Applachian
Coals, Inec., will have the power to
push down wages and push up pri-
ces, according to the labor state-
ment, which adds:

“This organization is a new chal-
lenge to all mine workers to stand
| together, to build their own union,
[tn resist wage cuts and to demand
| wage increases.”

|
in wages,"” i

the national expression. As the pre-

e o . depression smiles wears off it is
.Rl'llgloll. 1"(‘ "Illg to be replaced by an expression of
and Little Children’ ||Faith.
. . Ll

If Third avenue can be ta
DURHAM, N. C.—A Holiness iird avenue can be taken as

an Indicatior vha s
preacher and a Durham lawyer o ”hl of [“h 'l the Talth

e z as already -
beat the Unemployed League " RS Sow g

lished, it won't be long until the
to the court house last night

national atmosphere will bhe filled
with shining white halos and every
face will be tilted upward in petri-
fied expressions of Hope

There must he 10 thonsand signs
which say “Happy Days are Here
Again” and a blue million which
say “Have Faith with Roosevelt,”

And you'll be glad to hear, they
are clicking. Today as I was going
to the Penny Restaurant I met a
man who was reading them. He
was skipping and singing “Happy
Days are Here Again.”

I could no longer doubt that the
New Deal has accomplished some-

A worker stuck his head in ||thing.
at the door and summed it up.
“After city and relief officials
have failed every other way to
wreck us, this is what they're
doing. But we'll show them.”

and announced that a new un-
employed organization had been
formed, based upon “Religion,
|| the Flag, and Little Children.”

When the actual League ar
rived to hold a meeting it found
the preacher and the lawyer
holding forth. The lawyer was
attacking the 30-hour week anc
the preacher was preaching a
sermon,

They wanted a God-fearing,
child-loving, flag waving jobless
organization in the good town
of Durham!

2 B
But this was not all, Mr. Pres!-
dent. The man had hardly passed
when an old woman came by hum-
ming “Ta ta, ta ta, ta ta.” A little

Opening up the recorder's || #Irl ran under the “L” singing
courtroom the League began || Mister, won't you give me a pen-
singing  “So'idarity Forever” ||N¥?" and a young man with a slight-

ly less than 4 per cent haritone had
his arms about a mail hox taking
!tlma about with “Smile, damn you,

and almost 400 people came in,
about 30 going to hear the ser-
mon.

lemile,” and “Happy Days are Beer

iaborActionMust Continue

LAror Acrtion cannot continue unless enough |
money comes in to pay the printer. The situation
is serious, Unless CPLA branches, members in
the field, unemployed leagues and sympathetic |
militants make intense effort to get every possible |
sub and every possible penny for LAsor Acrion
and the next issue, LABoR AcrioN |
will be held up at the printers as things look

between now

now until ihe money is raised.

To give you some idea of the sort of work that
must immediately be carried out on an increasing

scale to raise funds—

in New York the CPLA branch gave a

Perhaps if we are really inter.
ested In “free and democratic” in. |
stitutions it's ahout time that we |
began questioning the “subversive
doctrines” of capitalism,

VOLUNTEERS WANTED

CPLAers and sympathizers are
reminded that there is a constant
demand In the office for volunteer
clerfeal work whether skilled or
unskilled. Even a few hours work
will ba greatly appreciated.

Lasor Acrion supper and raised $20, arranged
a Marx meeting that netted §7 and a dance that
Branch members sell Lasor
Acrion at anti-Fascist meetings, Scottshoro meet-
ings, Mooney meetings, Anti-Edison meetings and

brought in $5.

outside union halls.

In Newark the CPLA branch voted that each
member give one evening a week to selling Lasor

AcrtioN

In Allentown, Pa., K. N. Gehris of the Unem-
ployed League has been elected Lasor Action
agent, and he orders 100 copies each issue.

In Springfield, Mass., Mrs, Fanny Caider han-
dles a bundie order, and sends subs in regularly.

bundles.

In some loca
and they want [
in from sales ar
l printer’s bill by

The need for

now help is nee

Laror Actio

TO LABOR

In Ohio the Unemployed Leagues order large

who are energetically supporting LAapor Action
have made it possible to continue until now.

America that carries on the fight for genuine unity
of all iabor forces and a mass labor party of
workers and dirt farmers. It must go on!

New York City

Again.”

You will be proud to learn that I
sald to him:

“Young man, you are drunk. But
I sge Faith in your eyes. Yon have
been reading the signs. They will
do you good, and I don't mean to
lities the workers are penniless, | be sarcastic.
-ABOR ACTION, and it is given to | “However,” I says to him, “you

them free. As a consequence the money that comes | ™a¥ be one of the 6 million work-

1d subs falls short of paying the | ™ In this country who will be
more than $100 each issue. | permanent beggars, even if all the
| factories start up. What shall we
do with these 6 millions, starve
~ them to death or kill them in a
Ut war? We either get rid of these
|su~plus workers and keep the profit-
system dolled np with some new
slogans, or we get angry and organ-
ize and take the rule from the Big
| Insiders and have a genuine demo-
cratic republic of workers. of the

funds is desperate. The people

ded.

N is the only paper published in

(1) Get contributors, no matter how masses, and start the factories, and
emall, pennies, nickles, dimes, (2) get save ourselves. .. .»
subscriptions, (3) order bundles and
sell them, (4) raise money by affairs.

RUSH ALL MONEY WITHOUT DELAY

| "Quit §!" the man pleaded.
."Please. please, let’s give Roose-
| velt a chance.”

A dumb expression of Faith
popped out on his face and he
|asked me for a nickle. I turned
[three somersalts and skipped
'down the street.

ACTION, 128 E. 16th St.
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