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A Banner Year for Business

Now that the returns are all in, financial observers agree
that last year was the biggest year for profits American busi-
ness has seen since 1929. From the April, 1941, issue of the
“National City Bank Bulletin’ we take the following table,
which should be of interest to every trade unionist:

Net Profits
(in millions)
1939 - 1940
115 $ 219
2,096 2,628

THREE C E'_N'-_f,l'fjs__';

Wi

HOI.S MEAN WAR!

‘We Demand That Congress
Enact Our Anti-War Plan--
Let the People Vote On War!

“Convoys mean shooting; and shooting means warl”

Such is the openly voiced sentiment in Wushmgton———from :
Roosevelt down.

“"Convoys mean . .. WAR!"

No.
Corps.
238

1495

Pet. Change
(1939-1940)
91% increase
25% increase

Division
Transportation
Manufacturing

100
127
137

Service-Constr.
Mining-Quarrying ____
Public Utilities _____ __

L

49 56
67 96
597 650

15% increase
14% increase
5% increase

By MAX STERLING

In less than three weeks, Hitler
has made himself master of the Bal-
kans. After the smashing victories
on the continent that preceded the
Battle of the Balkans, it was thought
that there could be no new surpgises.
No one believed that it was possible
any longer to underestimate the Ger-
man military machine and yet it
must be said that Hitler's Balkan
campaign upset many calculations.

It was thought that the importance
of the mechanized war machine had
been fully understood. If far greater
resistance than proved to be the case
was expected in the Balkans it was
because very few believed that mod-
ern war machines could be deployed
with such 'success in the  mountain-
ous terrain of Yugoslavia and Qreece

Hopes of successful resistance in
the "Balkafis were not only held by
the British, GreeKs and Yugoslavs.
Not the least among those who en-
tertained high hopes that Hitler
would be stalled was Russia. One
must recall all the diplomatiec moves
which Stalin made prior to the Bat-
tle of the Balkans—moves based pre-
cisely on such hopes. The Red Army
newspaper expressed itself in this
spirit, and predicted big things for
the Yugoslavian, Greek and British
armies. j

It was these high expectations held
by the Kremlin and the terrible dis-
appointment that followed, that give
us the key to the sudden and unex-
pected success attained by the Jap-
anese foreign minister, Matsuoka, in
. Moscow. Upon his arrival in Tokyo,
with the Russo-Japanese pact secure-
ly in his pocket, Matsuoka himself
revealed how surprised he was by
the Russian decision to negotiate the
pact and how the whole thing took
less than ten minutes.

If we add to this the rather blunt
statement of Pravda, that the pact
“disturbed the plans of London and
Washington politicians” while at the
same time denying it was aimed at
Germany, it is easy to see the terri-
ble frighl that has more than ever
taken hold of the Russian “states-
men"” now that Hitler has made hifn-
self all powerful on the Black Sea.
Gone is Stalin's brief period of “in-
dependence” and “defiance” of Ger-
many manifested just before the in-
vasion of the Balkans. The Kremlin
is today more subservient and will-
ing to ingratiale itsell with the Nazis
than cver.

THE WORLD AT WAR
America Nears Stage of
‘Shooting War" as Nazi
Armies Roll Toward Suez

Since the ‘Balkah campaign is only
a prelude to a farther German march
to the oil of the Near East and to the
Suez Canal, the guestion once more
arises: What' will Turkey do? This
question ‘could be raised before Hit-
ler's victory in Greece and before
the Russian-Japanese pact in the be-
lief that Tutkey would, with the help
of Russia, resist. This is largely ex-
cluded today. The Turks have seen
what has bappened in the Balkans.
As for Russian support, there can be
no further doubts of its being far-
ther away than ever. It is for this
reason that, despite the tone of de-
fiance that some Turkish newspapers
still retain as'if by inertia, the Turk-

(Conshmed on :page 4)

Bridges Hearings Reek o

Whatever Your Oplmon of Bridges, You Must Recognize the “Trial” as an Atfaék on Labor

By JACK WILSON

SAN FRANCISCO--The malodorous
smell of frame-up so reminiscent.of
the Moscow trials gets into one's
nostrils quickly when sitting in on
the Harry Bridges deportation hear-
ings.

Take the testimony of Maurice
Cannalongo, a member of the fire-
men's union, who was on the stand
the day we attended. He's a former
meimber of, the Communist Party and
not very happy about his new réle
of stool pigeon. .

The red-baiting; labor-hating gov-
ernment lawyer, Del ‘Guercio, ques-
tioned Cannalongo about CP fraction:
meetings. which Bridges is supposed
to have attendqlcl {as though that
were a crime!),

Cannalongo ' -just couldn't remem-
ber. So Del Guercio introduced
three signed statments of Cannalon-
go's which the FBI had: obtained
from him.

“Read these,” the government pros-
ecutor ordered. Cannalongo looked
up helplessly. “Who, me? I can't.”
“But you signed them? Del Guercio
asked. A feeble “yes” came as an
answer. “And they're correct?”
“¥es and no!” Cannalongo muttered.
(He's supposed to be helping the
government.)

The statements said, in cssence:
(1) Cannalongo was at a top fraction
meetling of the Communist Parly in

March, 1837, in Seattle. along with
Bridges and others who are named;
(2) The first statement was wrong in
the date. It was May, and not March;
(3 And the first statement was

wrong in saying a certain Deitrich

was there. He wasn't.

Del Guercio then questioned Can-
nalongo to try to prove Bridges was
a member of the party because he
was there. But Cannalongo ducked
saying yes.

When the government proseculol
iried to question Cannalongo on why
he modified his first and major state-
ment, Cannalongo just wouldn't an-
SWer.

Prompted by FBI

So the defense lawyers™ started to
question him. They tried to get him
first to”admit that the FBI had grab-
bed him, gently threatened him, and
finally wrote the statements he
signed, after some discussion.

" This made the government lawyers
furious. They didn't want the FBI
methods exposed. The iechnique of
“Now look, brother, we represent the
government, we got the goods on you
boys, so. you might as well come
across, cause it'll be easier on you.
Someone else is lelling, anyhow!” ;

Then Cannalongo was asked why
he signed a second and third state-
ment modifying the first statement.
Was it his idea? Not exactly, he said.

Did the FBI call him up and tell him
about the mistake? Not exactly.

Did" he call the FBI up and tell
them his previous statement had
some major errors in it? No, he did
not.

How did he happen to remember
the supposed meeting took place in
May and not March? Maybe because
it was that the discussion was on the
CIO affiliation business.

' But wouldn't that be true if the
meeting took place either in March
or May? Yes.

Did the FBI
mistake?
way?"

And the same kind of evasion ook
place in the questioning on the at-
tendance of Deitrich. 4

It was plain to everyone in the
court room that no half-way unprej-
udiced jury would ever vole against
Bridges on that kind of testimony.

With a gallant disdain for formal-
ities and even half-way credible wit-
nesses, the' FBI brought in the next
day an unsworn statement of a dead
man, testifying that Bridges was a
Communist!

remind him of his
"I woudn't put it that

Civil Liberties Violated

The whole thing, in a nuishell, as
evervone out here realizes, is that
Bridges is being sandbagged, with no
regard whatsoever for anything ex-
cepl a pretense of legal formality.

Textile Union Leaders Hitch Convention

Bu t Rank and File Delegates Prove in. Their Speeches That Not All the Membership See Eye to Eye

By SUSAN GREEN

A" new low in lickspittle labor
leadership was reached by Sidney
Hillman at the convention of the
Textile Workers Union held in New
York City the week of April 21. Af-
ier a typical war-propaganda speech,
he returned to the microphone and
in a wvoice hushed with reverence
conveyed to the delegates the per-
sonal greetings of *“the President.”
The nausealing picture was made
complete when Emil Rieve, the union
president, now serving two masters
on the National Defense Mediation
Board, requested Hillman “from all
of us” to thank the President” and
assure him of support in every effort,
cle., clc.

Bul Somc Disagree

However, during the discusgion on
the resolution to support Roosevelt
in his war policies, there was evi-
dence that all the delegates have not
been caught in the net of imperialist

warmongering. One spoke exposing
the fable of “war for democracy,”
called upon Roosevelt to transport
the seven billions of war materials
on his own back and ended by re-
minding the delegates that after the
war the international imperialists
will again shake hands, but the
workers will have paid with their
‘blood for the war. !

These remarks received consider-
able applause from: the -floor. An-
other delegale declared: that the in-
terests of the working class cannol
be served by fighting in this war.
He urged the' convention to vole
down the war vesolution and instcad
pass one calling upon the weorking
people of the:world lo. stop fighting
cach other.

Bul these sound working class sen-
timents were in a decided minority,.
The war resolution was passed by an

" overwhelming vote, amid clapping,

“hisﬂing and other demonstrations

Rieve, president of the union, of Bal-
danzi, vice-president, of Hillman, of
Perkins, all followed the line that
the imperialists of Britain and Amer-
ica are fighting for labor’s rights.

Still the resolution bowed to the
anti-war feeling of the workers by
opposing sending an expeditionary
{force to fight on foreign soil “at the
present time.” There was some op-
position to the phrase “at the pres-
ent time.” Someone shouted, “What
are f{oreign. lands!” Another delea
gale. called out, “Whal about con-
voys?” . But the chairman cquickly
squelched the disgruntled ones.

Back Wagl;ér Bill

Another resolution that took much
speech making from above, ‘and re-
ceived wholehearted support from
below, was the one calling for back-
ing Senator Wagner’s bill, now in

.Congress, providing against post-war

unemplc-vment by public works and

of healty applova’l The specches of, \so e'n—tlm usual drop - that capztalist

poiticians are willing to put into la-
bor's bucket. With great rhetorical
flourish, Vice-President Baldanzi de-
scribed the miserable aftermath of
the last war, the third of the nation
without proper food and housing, the
doctors without patients and the sick
people without doctors. He talked
about the democracy the workers
want—jobs, security, liberty. He was
roundly appiaudéd, and rightly so.
But nothing was said aboul the ridic-
ulous farce of relying on a poor little
inadequate bill in a capilalist Can-
gress, fo provide all that for the
workers—to protect them from the
stupendous war machine as it
lapses and crashes upon their heads
when the war is over!

The commiltee on law submilted a
resolution prohibiling nazis, contmu-
nists and fascists from holding -any
office in the union and any of ils lo-
cals, and from being nominated for
any office. In the discussion that fol-
lowed, the nazis and fascists were

col- .

The government lawyers show the
most insulting contempt possible for
the workers. And the gray-haired
old judge takes the whole hearing as
a sort of glorified traffic case in a po-
lice court. {

You watch every basic civil liberty
being violated in this august federal
court room with the American flag
overhead, the whole show appearing
as mocking laughter at those who
believe in American “democracy.”

In the court room audiedce you
can see the representatives of the
patriotic societies gloat. “He ought
to be burned,”’ they tell you, with a
sadistic gleam in their eye worthy of
a Gestapo agent.

In the city, many AFL fakers
gloat because they see Bridges' de-
portation as a chance to get at the
CIO which they hate more than they
do the employers.

On the waterfront, Bridges bhas
plenty of support. Even Cannalongo,
the stoolpigeon, said he thought
“Bridges is being persecuted because
the employers arc sore at him.” .

Bridges signed a lousy two year
pact for the, longshoremen with the
employers partly to offset the heat
generated against him. Business
Week says some employers are root-
-ing for him because they fear his de-
poriation will bring in new and more
radical leadership.

(Continued on page 2)

And because that is so obvious a fact, so clearly understood by.- '
the American people, Administration leaders have fetreated from
their convoy plan to a plan which they hope will provoke less op-

posmon.

That plan is called “patrols.”

In theory it is considerably different from convoys. :
In proctlce it is very little different from a convoy—IN ITS

aney Case
Before Court
Of Appeals

Specinl to Labor Action

AKRON—The ‘case of Ben Finney,
23 year old Negro student who was
frameéd and sentenced to serve one
to’ ten years in prison,- went before
the Court of Appeals last week. The
court’s' decision on the plea for a
new trial made by defense attorney
Lieonard Berisch has not. yet been
handed down. 2,
. Ben .Fihney, whose innocence is
doubted by no one familiar with the

. case, is now free on bond ragised by

the Finney Defense ComnTittee, a
cothrhittee whose effectiveness is dou-
bled by the fact that it is composed
equally of Negro and white members.

‘In‘a defense rally held on the eve

of.,Finney's appearance: before the
2 CouEt of &ppeals .Sam - -Sheppard,
‘chairman ‘of thé Defense Comnmittee

and ‘local president of the NAACP,
gave an excellent report on the work
of the committee to date. He re-
ported that the committee was pre-
pared in. the event of a reversal in
the Court of Appeals to take the case
to' the Supreme Court of Ohio. He
spoke effectively and at length on
the question of Negro and white
workers uniting and solving ‘their
problems side by side. He pointed
to the example of the Negro and
white worker joining hands in in-
dustrial unipns and thereby securing
conditions  above average for both.
He cited one instance where, as a
result of Negroes and whites fighting
together, the Negro workers enjoy
higher _-\M}i"ge_si than any other group
of Negro workers in the country.
Speaking especially to the Negroes
in the audience, he said: “We have
long been aware of, and discussed,
the prejudices of whites against Ne-
groes, but it seems to me that it is
time that we, the Negro people, do
soimcthing about our prejudices to-
ward the while workers,” He ex-
plained that there had been serious
objections 1o the mixed character of
fhe committee from certain sections
ol the Negroes as well as from re-
actionary white quarters and repeat-
ed his conviction that Negro and
white workers must fight
side for their common good.
LABOR ACTION has carried the
slory on several occasions of the vi-
cious frameup of Ben Finney. The
story has also been printed in’( the

(Continued on page 3)

to War Chariot

with the Leadership

completely lost in the shifffle and the
big guns were turned on the Stalin-
ists. Delegates from the East; Middle
West and West recited instances of
Stalinist union-busting tacties and
accused the CP of carrying out Sta-
lin's foreign policy against the inter-
ests of the workers and their unions.

The passage of the resolution was
a foregone conclusion. There was
also much tadk aboul puliting teeth
into it and being wary of the new
crop of ‘unkpown Stalinists who
would be sent into the unions now.
It evidently did nol occwr o the dele-
gates that this same resolution might
be used by the bureaucrats against
militant anti-war workers.

Hit Anti-Laber Bills

The convention let loose against
ihe anti-labor Vinson bill and also
passed a resolution calling upon all

" unions to fight the anti-sabotage bills
now being railroa&ed through the

state - legislatures throughout

the

country. \

The false position of labor leaders
like Rieve, Baldanzi and the others
who call for working class support of
the “war for democracy,” was fully
revealed by the [aclts bl‘q‘hght out in
the discussion on ' this resolution.
While ' in Washington plenty of ven-
om is poured on labor’s head, al-
though no anti-strike bill has as yel
been passed, the stales are slipping
the noosé around labor's neck maore
quietly. Throughout the South and
in Pennsylvania, Maryland and other
states, bills, ostensibly to protect the
“natidnal defense” industries and to
replace the National Guards, are thin-
ly disguised thrusts at labor.

Even on a matter as important as
this one is to the whole labor move-
ment. the union leaders were so anx-
ious not to be accused of lack of pa-
triotism that the resolution calls for
opposition to these vicious laws only
if they do not contain a futile provi-
: (Continued on page 3)

side by,

EFFECT.

A convoy of wursh:ps pro-
tects a given set of merchunt
vessels which it cccompcmes.
Shooting is the inevitable con-
sequence; and, as Washington
admits, ““shooting means wa

Patrols, on the other hund,
sail the seas in order to warn
merchants vessels of the pre!- :
ence of enemy warships. '

But these patrols, occording-
to Roosevelt, will be sent inti
combat zdhes. et

Suppose one of these putrols,.
sailing in a combat—or non-
combat—zone, gets involved in
a "“little shooting.” Will that.
shooting not mean war? It il
And Roosevelt knows it!"

warns a merchant vessel whiéb
cannot slip to safety. Is it too
far-fetched to assume. that the

_patrol will find some. reason to

come SHOOTING to the uld.,of'
the menaced vessel? Not if you
understand Roosevelt's poli¢

- Despite all the energy the Admln-
istration has put -into - war pro
ganda, 83 per ceni of the people are
still opposed to war interventii
Fearing repercussions among {h
people, the war administration pulled
in its horns a trifle on the convoy
plan and’ substituted the more “pal--
atable” patrol plan.

Substituted it, however, only- tem
porarily!

Roosevell is committed to war. in-
tervention. He no longer makes any
bones about that. :

Already Washington distmgmshes'
beiween a “shooting war"” and’ ‘a

“non-shooting war.,” Rockefeller-
Morgan-Lamont, in loudly publicized
statements last week, urged. sweep-
ing aid to Britain—UP TO 'AND IN-
CLUDING WAR INTERVENT!ON
And the spokesmen of Rockefell
Morgan-Lamont readily admit that
we are in the “non-shooting” s!age,
waiting only for the proper pretext: ;
and moment before gom; into  the

“shooting” stage, 24

If the patrols prove ineffective in
turning the tide against Hitler, as
they will, the Administration. wm'
lose no time in reverting to the orig’l- g
nal convoy plan. This may ha.ppen
sooner than you think, And convoys, :
we repeal, mean war.

Having psychologized the Amet-
ican people into accepting the “rmtl-
shonting” patrols, Roosevelt will
take the next little step toward con
voys—and toward “shooting.” THe
American people must therefore re-
fuse to allow themselves to be "])sy-'l
chologized.” must flatly oppose. the
patrol plan as another step toward
military intervention in an imperial-
ist war of which they want no part:;

Morgan-Rockefeller-Lamont act in
their own interests when they insi.st
upon war. They are class-consciots
representatives of the master ' class.
the Wall Street profiteers,

We must be as class- consclous
they. THEIR interests speak for . im-
perialist war, OUR interests qpn&k
against imperialist war.

We want neither patrols nor com-
voys—neither a nnn-ahonting war
nor a “shooting” war. '

We therefore demand the r1ght 1.6,
decide, by public referendum, oh pa-
{rols and convoys—on whether  the
United States should declaré war.

Little time is left to act. (‘ongrés&
and the Administration are ma.n‘ch‘lﬁ&
toward a “shootling” war With se‘v'éﬁ
league boots. j

Every union and labor organiza
tion must be enlisted. : Every union.
cvery labor organization, every msn
and woman, must now demand, as
loudly. and energetically as is hu-
manly ‘possible: G

LET - THE PEOPLE VOTE 0
WAR‘ ol .




LABOR ACTION

‘Wlfh the Labor Umon..

On the Picket Line

By David Coolidge

‘What Does the UAW Mean by ““Non-Defense’’?

The General Motors strike, which
‘hdd- been voted by the United Auto-
mobile Workers (CIO), has been post-

'néd at 1he “mquast of the. Na-

Defense Mediatmn Bomd

u&sted" by the board to appem
at“a. hearing on May 2. The board
further ‘requested that the company
and/the union in the meantime at-
empt to seftle their differences and
that it be understood that any settle-
mént arrived at be retroactive 1o
AD.‘l-".“s‘2a.
“In deciding on the strike the union
took a strange position. That is, the
‘leaders of the union took a strange
-position., They decided that the
strike would affect only “non-defense
: “work.” The company replied that no
-distinetion could be made between
“defense” and *“non-defense” work.
Of course the company is entirely
correct in this and for various good
‘reasons,
1In the first place, the company, be-
~ing a thoroughly class-cohscious out-
‘ﬁt “knows that the United States is
preparmg not for -defense but. for
“war: for active and aggressive par-
t_l_(.‘l_pation in the present Second
World. Imperialist War, “Defense” to
_General Motors and to all of the rul-
ing - class means something entirely
~different than to the workers. De-
fensp to the ruling class means wag-
mg aggressive war against Germany
and “Japan for the/ protection of prof-
its their class position , and their
power. Defense to GM, Ford, Beth-
“lehem and all the ruling class means
{6 be in a position to strangle the
Workmg class and wreck the unions.
The chief réle of the Mediation
“Board is to aid the bosses in accem-
: i:lishlng this purpose.
In the second place, the owners of
GM being interested only in profits

an_d the maintenance of their class

- position and power, don't, of course,
 make any basic distinction between
 “defense” work and ‘non-defense”
~work profits. “Defense” to the bosses
means only an opportunity to make
. bigger profits while the war is on
- and while the government is pour-
L ing’ bllhons of dollars into the plants
- of the ruling class.
* ' Also,  the bosses know that the
- whole plant equipment of industry is
b'eing organized for the production

Less “Aid to Britain,”” More Aid

_J.ames J. Bambrick, president of

Nt_{_\_ar_ York City Local 32B of-the:.

Building Service Employegs Inter-
national Union (AFL) has - pleaded
g.ulty fo stealing $10,000 of umion
funds. This local was a part of the
international which was headed by
the racketeer Scalise, who is now
in: prison. Bambrick was a tool of
Sealise and the $10,000 theft was part
of the. Scalise racketeering method
of running this AFL. international.
~Tf Bill Green and the other big
- shots of the AFL had paid as much
a%enuon to protecting the low paid
: ,sgn‘ubwomen janitors and other mem-

@f war orders. They are 'aware that
it will be technologically unposalble
to Iake any important distinetion
between *defense” work and “nm:-
defense” work..

“The: very fact that the )eadels of
the UAW could make such a non-'
sensical ‘statement-as not to strike on
“defense”. work shows that somebody
i§ getting scared. That. somebody is
the union leadership: and the CIO
leadership. They are getting scared
of: the militancy of the rank and’ file
workers.

Suppose it were possible to Sepd—
rate defense from non- detense work
How would this serve the interests
of the workers and the union? How
would .such a sirike be conducted?
Would the workers making. pleasure
cars strike and. picket, “'while ' the
workers .making tanks and. aireraft
engines remain at work? How would
the defense workers win an increase
in wages? By rerqamlng at the ma-
(.hll'leb and producing war equip~
ment-that is going to produce a large
brand new crop of millionaires? -,

At the hotto‘m of such a: erazy pro-
posal of course is the position of the
union leadérs ‘that the ~workers
should suppert the war, that it is’a
war for democracy, that it'is'a “work-
ers” ‘war. There should be no doubt
in.a single weorker's mind by now
that this is a monstrous lie. It is no
less a lie when wuttered by Knudsen,
Sloan or Grace than ‘when'told by
Mnrray. Green or Hillman. In fact
it is far worse for Murray, Green and
Hillman to mislead the workers  in
this matiner. They are representa-
tives of the working class, whereas

. Knudsen, Grace et al are our ene-
mies. We don’t expect the truth:and
leadership from our enemies but we
certainly have the right te expect
honest and cerrect guldance from our
own. leaders.

It is precisely on the sa-called de-
fense work that the GM strike should
be called. Primarily because this is
imperialist war work and the work-
ers should be actively against the
war. Secondly, because these are the
orders that are producing 'the big
profits for the bosses and the work-
érs should strike for an ever-increas-
ing sharg of this wealth which they
alone ar® producing.

to Scrubwomen

bers of the union from gangsters and
thieving officers ‘as they did to “Aid
.1to England” this disgraceful condi-
tion could not -have existed. _
Not even:a . good Baptist deacon
like Bill Green. can make us be-
lieve that the-executive council of
the AFL did not know'that Scalise
was a racketeer and gangster and
what was going on in the Building
Service International. We suppose
that Scalise was very scrupulous in
pdying the per capita tax to Green
and his buddies of the AFL execu-
tive couneil.

] Keep an Eye on the Rising Cost of Living!

3 _Wo:-kers will have to keep a close
wateh on the rise in the “cost of
living.” Isidor Lubin, commissioner
 of labor statistics for the Labor De-
partment, reports that the cost of
food has increased 221 per cent
‘during the past year. Rent, clothing,
fuel ‘and furniture have also_gone
up; The wolves are out to get theirs,
All the little and big retailers and
wholesalers are ready to defend
their country by gouging the work-
ing‘class housewife. Every patriotic
landlord feels that every time the
- workers get a 10 per cent raise he
should increase the rent at least 15
per: cent. Every shyster of a whole-
saler ‘and every little retail  crook
~of a eorner- grocer will add a few
cents or a few dollars to the prlce
. of their tainted meat, their cold stor-
age eggs, their aging butter and their
shoddy clothing. -
i Roosevelt has set up the "Of’ﬁce of
Price Administration” with Leon
- Henderson in. charge to deal with
consumer prices. Henderson and his
OPA will be about as effective as a
~_ten year old child in front of a mad
bull. Business is out to make a kill-
ing. They will do it one way or an-
~other just as the aircraft manufac-
turers They will tell THEIR gov-
. érnment to take it or leave it just
. as Bethlehem did during the last
_ war; just like Girdler and Ford.

The goveérnment didn't make these
bandlts toe the mark. It was the or-
ga_nized workers through their un-

ions. It was the mass strikes and
picket lines. In the days of the NRA
" Ford told the government that he
would run his business to suit him-
- self. He didn't tell the union that
because the union had thousands of
- men and automobiles bumper to
bumper at the factory gates.

Wholesalers and retailers are rais-
_ing prices only because the workers
have won an increase in wages, The

workers alone can take care of this
- banditry and in only one way: by a
- demand for more wages. The cost of
food rose 224 per cent but workers’
wages went up only 5 per cent last
year! The recent increase in wages
n some industries reduces this dif-
ference somewhat but does not cover
it entirely.. Furthermore Lubin says
hat the rise in the cest of living is
still increasing.

Working class hausewwes 'must

get behind their husbands and i~

sist that they join unions -and be
good union men. If the crooks per-
sist in raising prices, then these
same housewives must have more
money: to spend. This means that
their husbands must  have 1more
wages. The only way they can ' get
more wages is° through the union:
The -only road for the union is to

strike for higher wages.

Brewster Worker Again Writes on Union-
Fears Union Gains Are Offset by War Prbpaganda in the Union

~ Dear Editor:

I am again tfaking advantage of
LABOR ACTION'S generosily in
publishing lefters from Brewster
workers, to use your paper to write
1o Brewster workers about the wel:
tare of the men here.

Some  time ago a . letter dealing
with the elections in the Brewster
Aero Unioen, Local. 365, UAW, ap-
peared in LABOR ACTION. In it
the writér strongly stated' that re-
gardless of whatever adminisiration
was elected, Dé Lorenzo or Pope, the
men would demand that they accom-
plish the following things:

There Is Still
A Lot to Be
Done at Fc:)rd_é

Special. to Labor Actlon

DETROIT — Carrying “their. struggle
into. the plant, Ford workers. are
fighting ™" hard -to build the CIO and
achieve all the gal.ns they hoped for
but didn't: g,dm in- the truce agree-
ment

While recogmzmg that the shut-
down was one of the greatest vic-
tories for'laborsince the First World
War, the Ford workers realizé that
the fight has just begun.

A brief sitdown in. the ‘foundry,
storm center of the Ford empire, last
week ‘showed the mood. of the work-
ers. Over this week-end the many
minor clashes in the plant brought
rumors of another strike.

But top CIO officials are bending
over backwards to avert another
showdown, since they lack confi-
dence in themselves and the work-
ers and are taken in by the talk of
“national defense" and unity.

The men in the plant feel different.

The pent-up feelings of many years
are not evaporated by a few days on
a: picket line. The lousy conditions in
the plant are still there. Bennett
and his Gestapo are still operating,
in fact, increasing their dirty work
in an effort to stem the wave of
unionism. -
- The situation in the key foundry
shop is loaded with dynamite. Owver
7,000 Negroes and 5,000 other work-
ers toil there. The CIO is making
gaing in this strategic spot, but there
is too much antagonism there yet.
A crucial union task is to wih over
the vast majority of the Negro and
white workers there.

Jdf the CIO goes forward in its
drive, election resulfs in'the NLRB
balloting are a foregone conclusion,
but this doesn't mean the end of the
struggle, either.

The Ford empire will be solidly

_ organized when there is set up a first

class shop steward system which
functions to handle immediately the
many serious grie\ranc'es of the
workers.

+When Ford signs a contract giving
full union recognition and other
union demands, and the Bennett Ges-
tapo -is liquidated, total victory will
belong to the CIO. Not before

Ford workers are doing their part.
The strike stirred- the hearts and
minds of the workers like nothing
in ‘their lives. Unionism has been
branded in their souls by, the fiery
class struggle they are engaged in.
It's: up to the organized and expe-
rienced auto workers to provide them
with genuine militant leadership. The
top CIO and auto union leaders have
temporized too much.

Forward to a signed contract.
That must be the aim of the CIO in
Ford.

Ranks Bitter as Hillman Forces
Rotten C.qntifa'-ct on Coast Machinists

Bpecial to Labor Mﬁ«n

- SAN FRANCISCO — A . combination 3
of AFL bureauerats and Sidney Hill-~

man, representing the Office of Pro-
duction Management, is shoving a
lousy coast-wide contract on the ma-
chinists in both the AFL and CIO
unions over bitter protests of the
rank and file.

The coast-wise contract “stabilizes”
wages and.hours and conditions at
the lowest points in various cities
and openly takes away some of the
gains won over a long period of time.

The contract calls for $1.12 an hour

for journeymen, which is three cents .

an hour lower than that prevailing
in Seattle. The AFL machinists’ local
rejected the contract as a result!

In the Bay area, the machinists
have won double time for overtime.
In the contract it is stipulated that
they be paid only time and a half!
Local 68 of the AFL machinists voted
down the agreement by 827 {o 67.

The CIO machinists’ union in Oak-
land also turned down the contract.

“This master contract is a project
of Sidney Hillman, associaté OPM
director, to stabilize shipyard con-
ditions on the coast. If sucecessful
here, it will be éxtended to other
regions,” the San Francisco Chroni-
cle's labor reporter pointed out.

Unable to sell this kind of phoney
apreement to the rank and file, Hill-
man and the top leaders of the ma-
chinists union got a special meeting
of the Bay Cities Metal Trades Coun-
cil, where it was accepted, but even
there. not without some serious oppo-
sition. ety T

Al T. Wynn, spokesman of the
Bay Cities- Metal Trades Council,
which is AFL, declared after the
meeting that all locals affiliated with
the International Association of Ma-
chinists must abide by the decision.
However, the bitterness over the
contract is so great that the situation
is not ended, by any means. The
prospects of wage cuts and: losing
the extra double time for overtime is
making the most eonservative mem-
ber of the AFL unions here sore.

1. See that ihe men were reclassi-
fied justly and with more money.

2. 'Meore men to be drawn into par-

ticipation in wunion affairs thromgh
committees, ete.
' 8. That a pregram of education be
begun to inform the men about their
unien, the CIO and the labor move-
ment,

4. That eortam wollung conditions
such as ungraper ‘ventilation, poison-
ous chemicals, etc., be remedied.

Theé new administration headed by
Tomimy De Lorenzo has been in of-
fice for a little over two months.
While that isn't much time, still it is
important to know what progress
they have made in carrying cut the
above stated needt of the men at
Brewster.

qud' Beginning

‘In regard to reclassification, re-
ports indicate that a good deal of
progress has been made in straight-
ening out the work. Whereas before
there was a great deal of confusion
and every department competed with
each other, now all departments
seem to be functicning in a system-
atic and informed way. It rempains
to be seen whether the union admin-
istration can continue the good work
by backing up the men whom the
company will refuse to classify prop-
erly, and to get them the necessary
raises. A militant attitude on the
part’ of the entire union will force
the company to meet ‘the demands of
.the union.

A good begmmn.g has been made
along the line ,of drawing the men
into .greater participation in umion
affairs. The membership meetings
are much better attended and con-
ducted. According to the new news-
paper of the union, a good number
of commitiees have been set up o
help the membership. Unfortunately
these committees’ still consist of a
goodly portion of the old clique.
Qther steps are being taken. The
men, however, should insist on fuller
participation in union affairs.

Nothing has been done to improve
working conditions. This remains a
sort spot with many men. If the
union administration really wants to
increase its prestige with the men,
let them get to work on this job im-
mediately. ’

Danger Sign

All these improvements are good,

but something new has appeared

which in the long run will ruin the
union if not ended soon. That some-
thing is war propaganda. Yes, war
propaganda is being subtly and de-
liberately pushed on the men by the
union officials.

For the first time, war posters of
the British govérnment have ap-
peared - in- the shop. Speches from
Churchill, British labor's greatest en-
emy, are quoted. Posters urging the
underpaid Brewster workers to make
financial contributions to some pho-
ney relief organization have been
put up by union officials. Pins sym-
bolizing that super-exclusive, Shob-
bish Royal Air Force are openly
sold. Union officials parade around’
with two or three British pins on
their jackets. But worse yet, the
union paper which has only appeared
twice is doing a noble job to make it
easier for Wall Street (Brewster
bosses included) to send our men
into the war on the other side to*
pull the fat out of the fire for Wall
Street.

In the first issue of the paper there
was practically nothing that dealt
with the actual welfare of the fel-
lows in Brewster. Yet there were ar-
ticles and pictures urging aid to Brit-
ain. The paper is supposed to be
concerned with union problems.

In the second issue the paper de-
votes the entire front page to pic-
tures urging aid to Britain.

About grievances, working condi-
tions, etc.,, nothing appears. No ar-
ticles about informing the fellows
about the union, CIO, labor. Letters
to the editor? Nothing that really
vitally concerns the boys at Brew-
ster is printed in the paper. Anyone
who reads the paper is struck by the
violent pro-British attitude and lack
of labor spirit.

The union officials in trying to im-
pose this war propaganda are work-
ing against the interests of every un-
ion man and his family.

Every man now knows that when
Roosevelt finally drags the country
into the war he will try to put over
severe totalitarian controls over the
working man. That means the work-
ing man is going to be told what to

Shachtman Meeﬁ'ng

In Los Angeles -

Subject: THE PROGRAM FOR SMASHING

HITLERISM
Timef

Place:

TUESDAY, MAY 13, AT 8:00 P.M.
STUDIO HALL, EMBASSY AUDI-

TORIUM, 9.TH AND GRAND
Auspices; ‘ WORKERS PARTY

P

do, how to do if, when {o do it. No

-questions asked. Why, look at the

draft! You have to carry around
your passport which any cop can
make you show him.

Not only will they clamp down in
such a way that will make it easier
for Brewster and other companies o
take away our rights, but they have
threatened to use soldiers to take
over our jobs when we retuse to let
Jar rights be taken away from ua.
Yes, every time the Brewster news-
paper publishes war propaganda. it

is making it easier. for Brewster to’

exploit us.

Why are they tellmg us te support
England? Ask any Irishman from
Ireland. He'll tell you that the Eng-
lish bosses are just as rotten as the
Nazis. Agk English aircraft workers
about how they are worked. to the
bone -while their bosses are out at
night ¢lubs and elsewhere. Ask any
union man in England about how all
his rights have been whittled down.
No one would support Nazi bosses
of Germany! Why support the bosses
of England who outlaw CIO. papers
from the countries they own? Why
should American boys go out and die
for such things?

If the union administration is
really concerned about democracy,
there is a big job waiting for them
right here in our own country. Let
them start right here at Brewster
and get our men more wages, More
rights, better conditions and make
them happier. Let them fight for de-
mocracy here by exposing those mil-
lionaires and politicians who want to
send union men to the electric chair
because they stand up {for their
rights. Let them fight the Roosevelt-
Wall Street war machine that is try-
ing to blitzkrieg the American work-
ingman.

But first and foremost stick to the
job at Brewster—build the union,
fight for more meney for the men
working here. Don't go offside onte
issues that weaken thg union. Don't
bring British politics into our union
—stop imitating the Communists!
That's the way to fight for democ-
racy and our men.

Thank you for printing this letter.

A Brewster Worker. '

Bridges--

(Continued from page 1)

The CIO understands this hearing,
however, for what it essentially is.
“Organized labor cannot stand idly
by and witness the persecution of
any of its leaders or members,” Phil-
lip: Murray, chairman of -the CIO re-
cently. declared in setting up a spe-
cial committee to help defend
Bridges.

The Bridges,case is essentially an
attack on the CIO movement and the
labor movement generally, because
it takes away the right of the rank
and file to elect and dispose by its
own choosing its official leadership.
It’s part of a2 national smear cam-
paign against the labor mevement.
The San Francisco newspapers dis-
tort the hearings atrociously to whip
up the public against the CIO. If
Bridges should be found guilty and
deporied a hard blow will have been
siruck at labor and the unions. The
bosses will follow this victory with
innumerable assaults on labor.

This attack is facilitated by the
stupidities and crimes of the Stalin-
ists within the labor movement.
Many workers are so embittered
against the Stalinist policies that they
fail to see the class lines in the case.
Disagreements with the Stalinist
policies belong within the union
movement. It's the job of the rank
and file to oust them whenever their
policies run counter to the interests
of the union.

But it is not the job of any good
union man to join up with the pro-
fessional pay-iriots and lynch the
Stalinists or anyone else while Old
Glory waves in shame.

A feeling of revulsion comes over
you at the Bridges hearings when
you watch the parade of stool-pig-
eons, human scum and professional
labor - baiters doing their part to
smash the labor movement and make
America safe for Wall Street’s profits.

Against this array,
man should stand shoulder to shoul-
der with Bridges in fighting against
his deportation. Taking care of the
“Commies” is strictly a family affair
within the union. And the only real
methods of fighting against them are
honesty, loyalty, devolion and de-
mocracy within the union movement
as an indispensable part of a mili-
tant program of fighting the bosses

| to the bitter end.

[ ]

P.S.—How ironic! Bridges is get-
ting it in the neck from the FBI by
those very GPU methods which he
defended so strongly in the_union
movement.

lTake Note!

‘We go to press too early to re-
port on the May Day meetings or-
ganized by the Workers Party.
Our next issue will carry a report
of the meeting at Madison Square
Park; and so forth.

We shall also begin publication
in the next issue of a series on the
Missouri sharecroppers by David
Coolidge.
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By DWIGHT MACDONALD

LABOUR IN THE WAR, by John Price, with an introduction By Ernest
Bevin. (Penguin Books, 25 cents.)

THE PENGUIN HANSARD: Verbatim Extracts from the Official Report
of Debates in the House of Commons. Vol. 1: “From Chamberlain o Church-
ill." Vol. 2: “The National Efford.” (Penguin Books, 25 cents each.)

Here are three volumes of the “Penguin” series which have just reached
this country from London and ‘which’should be of interest to the readers of
LLABOR ACTION. Oniy one ol lhem-—V@l 2 of "The Pengmn Hansavd"—is
worth the general reader's qua:rter ‘but there is somethmg to be learned fro‘m
all three,

Price’s “Labour, in the War"-is as dull a llttle book as I have had to wade
through in a- 1ong time. It's dull because it is a semi-official volume, written
by the political secretary of the Tramsport and General Workers Union and
with a foreword by Bevin which puts on it the official OK of the British trade
union bureaucracy. It is written-in that interminably longwinded and color-
less style bureaucracies seem to favor a style designed to cover up and con-
ceal rather than to cmmnumcate

To those innocent souls who hope that the British Labor Party, led by
Bevin, will bring in socialism bloodlessly and painlessly after the war—for
such innocents,: this book will ‘make sad reading. For it is clear that Price
and his master, Bevin, conceive’ of -the unions as organizations to DEFEND
the existing capitalist system, to make it work better and smoother, and not
as the spearhead of any working class movement against capitalism. Through-
out the book, the emphasis is'on how much “labor” has contributed to the war
effort, how “reasonable” ‘and “unselfish” the unions have been in subordinat-
ing their interests fo the “common” war aims.

The more intelligent leaders of the British ruling class realize this full
well. - As Price writes, with the honest pride of a lackey whose master appre-
ciates his services: *The place'of the unions in the state is now Tecognized in
some, though not all, government circles, amongst the better type of employ-
ers and in the more enlightened organs of the press. So intensely respectable
is Price, so determined to avoid all unpleasant themes, that, in his chapter on
“Trade Union Development,” hé performs the miraculous feat of tracing the
history of the British trade union movement for the past 150 years without
even mentioning the 1826 general strike!! (In which, by the way, his leader,
Bevin, played a rather shabby part .. .)

In defending the British' labor movement against the horrid charge that it
should have entered the government much earlier in the war, Price writes:
“If Labor members had joined Mr. Chamberlain's government, they would
have had no really adequate opportunity of influencing the conduct of the
war. They would have been little more than hostages.” But how much more
than hostages are the Labor members in Mr. Churchill’s government today?
It is significant that Price’s book ENDS with the formation of the Churchill-
Labor government in May, 1940. Significant because he would have had to do
a lot of explaining if he had carried the narrative even through the first six
months of the new régime. Why did Churchill last fall accept the official.
leadership of the Conservative Party? Why was Laborite Morrison replaced
in the vital Supply Ministry with the steel magnate, Duncan? Why was Hali-
fax sent to Washington? Why was the Tory fhip, Margesson, made Secretary
for War? Above all,\why has the Churchill-Labor government refused time
and again to state its war aims? Mr. Price was well advised to end his book
with May, 1940.

The Parliamentary Record §

“Hansard” is the British equivalent of The Congressional Record, and these
two little books are made up wholly of extracts from this official report of the
proceedings in the House of Commons. They are more interesting and valu-
able than similar extracts from The Congressional Record would be because
the actual business of government is carried on to a much greater extent by
the British Parliament than by our own Congress. The responsible ministers
appear before the House frequently to explain their measures, answer ques-
tions, and generally debate the issues with the members of Parliament. (As
though Rooseveli and Hull and Stimson were to argue personally for the
Lend-Lease Bill in Congress, with heckling and questions from the members.)
So these volumes of extracts from speeches give a vivid and often lively pic-
ture of political currents in Engl‘md up through last summer (where they
both end).

The first volurhe, titled-"From- C.l}am serlain to .Churchill,” is the least valu-
able. It is devoted to the broader queshons of political.and military strategy,
to the reactions of the House to the outbreak of the war, the Finnishe war, and
the Norwegian campaign. There is a good deal of pure oratory here and little
that is not already well known. The chief impression one gets is the constant
criticism of the policies of the Chamberlain régime and the remarkably stu-
pidity and inefTéctiveness of those policies. The bankruptcy of a ruling class
which entrusted the defense of its interests to Chamberlain & Co. is under-
lined on every page. )

The second volume, “The National Effort,” is devoted to the organization
and debates through the summer of 1940, arranged under general headings:
Munitions, Food, Trade, Labor, General Economic Policy, ete. Since I have
already written at length in LABOR ACTION on the British war economy,
I won't go into the content of the book here. It provides a rich mass of data
on the subject, even though the selection of extracts (as with the other vol-
ume) naturally has a national-patriotic bias. The point must be made once
more that it is strategic to end the book with June, 1940, since an extension
beyond then would show the discouraging (to the patriotic publishers of the
Penguin series) fact that the same basic problems which were unsolved under
Chamberlain are still unsolved under Churchill.

New Tax Proposals Hit Those

every union -

Who Can Least ;_Afford Them

. By FRANK DEMBY

The Treasury Department has rec-
ommended to Congress the- adpption
of new taxes designed to ra;se slight-

ly more than three and a-half billion
dollars—about half of the cost of the’

Lease-Lend program. While it is too
early to say definitely what the final
bill will be, as the various big busi-
ness groups are now engaged in the
highly edifying American pastime of
passing the buck—on to ¢tonsumers
and other business groups—through
their powerful lobbies in Washing-
ton, all the proposals made point to
the sirengthening of the already re-
actionary tax structure of the coun-
try.

While the capltahst press has head-l

lined the scheduled increases in‘'the
income tax rates, the really signifi-
cant aspect of the Treasury's propo-
sals are the additional $1,233,600,000
of indirect taxes. These are the taxes
which are passed on to the consumer
in the form of higher prices. The
workers, those who can least afford
it, will foot the largest portion of the
bill designed to make the world safe
for American imperialism. The mid-
dle class (those with incomes be-
tween $2,500 and $10,000) will pay
the next largest share. And, as usual,
the big capitalists will pay the small-
est portion of the cost of their war.
Over $200,000,000 will be raised
through additional tobacco taxes.
This means that cigarettes will go up
another two cents a pack. Almost
the same sum is expected through
a higher liquor tax. This means much
higher prices for beer, wines, whis-
key, ete. Over $842,000,000 will be
obtained through excise taxes on
some 25 items; some representing ad-
ditional taxes on those already in
existence, like another cent on each
gallon of gasoline (expected to bring
in $255,000,000); others representing
entirely new taxes, like the proposed
one cent a bottle on all soft drinks
(expected to bring in $132,500,000).
One and 2 half billicm do]lars is

-to be raised through additional in-
come taxes by higher surtax rates
on the middle income groups. For
example, under the Treasury's pro-
gram a married couple with no chil-
dren who have a net income of $2,500
a year would pay an income tax of
$72 instead of the present $11. A sin-
gle person with a net income of
$1,000 who now pays an income tax
of $¢ would pay $29! Many of those
in the middle class (around $5,000)
will pay six to seven times'their pres-
ent income taxes.

Compare these proposals with the
measly additional $400,000,000 to be
collected in excess profits taxes and
you have a true picture of how the
‘capitalists are trying to unload the
‘cost of the war onto the backs of the
workers and other people who work
for a living. Epecially, when it is re-
called that the present excess profits
tax, which was supposed to bring in

. close to a billion dollars in 1940 is

now estimated as having brought in
only $100,000,000!

While you are mulling over these
typical illustrations of capitalist “jus-
tice,” let me spoil your appetite fur-
ther with these additional items .as
food for thought: (1) Representative.
Doughton, chairman of the House
Ways and Means Committee, which
has charge of the bill, said he ex-
pected that “every conceivable tax”
might be offered in the committee
when it starts to “mark up” the bill
within two or three weeks. (2) Un-
der present tax schedules, those in
the lowest income groups (represent-
ing two-thirds of the population) pay
20 per eent of their incomes to the
government in taxes (most of them
being hidden or indirect taxes) while
those ' in the highest income group
(representing one-tenth of one per
cent of the population) pay only 38
per cent of their incomes to the gov-
ernment in taxes. (3) The new and
increased excise taxes will have a
cumulative effect in helping to bring
about higher prices.
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A series of enthusiastic meetings
marked the Chicago stay of Max
Shachtman, national secretary of the
Workers Parly, now on a national
tour.

Negro Meeling

A South Side audience of Negro
and white workers heard - Shacht-
man speak on “The Second World
War—What Does It Mean to the Ne-
gro People?” at a meeting sponsored
by the Workers Party at Boulevard

Hall, Thursday, April 17.

Leaflets advertising this meeting,
which raised the question, “Why
Should the Negro Go Abroad to
Fight for the Democracy He Is De-
nied 'at Home?" were received by
Negro workers with statements like
“That's right, that's what we've got
to do, make our fight for real de-
mocracy here at home first!"

University of Chicago
At the University of Chicago, Max

Enthusiastic Méetings' Mark
Shachtman Tour in Chicago

Shachtman spoke on the same plat-
form with Prof. Loeuis Wirth of the
Department of Sociology on “Should
We Support Armed Intervention of
the United States to Aid the Allies?”
under the -auspices of the Campus
Di;c‘us'sion Group. , Professor Wirth,
an ‘advocate of armed intervention,
was thoroughly disceredited in the de-
bate agd retired under the “boos” of
the student audience of .100.

Downtown

At a meeting in the Loop, about 75
sympathizers heard Comrade Shacht-
man ‘analyze the war situation and
the perspectives of ‘the Workers
Party.
Guest of Honor

A “spring get-together” of Negro

_and white sympathizers and mem-
‘bers of the Workers Party and the

YPSL in Shachtman's honor cli-
maxed a successful Chicago visit.

Schedule of Shachtman National Tour

Los Angeles

'Sunday‘to-Suturauy, May 11-17

Houston

Friday, May 23

Kansas City

St. Louis
Streator ___.

Tuesday, May 27

Thursday to Sunday, May 29 to June 1

Monday, June 2

Chicago

Louisville

Tuesday-Wednesday, June 3-4
: Friday, June 6

Cincinnati

Saturday, June 7

Colu mbus

Sunday, June 8

Akron

Monday, June 9

Youngstown __
Pittsburgh

Tuesday, June 10

Wednesday-Thursday, June 11-12

Washington
Baltimore

Friday, June 13

Saturday, June 14

Philadelphia

Sunday, June 15

Reading
Mt. Carmel

Monday, June 16

17

Newark

Tuesday, June
18

Wednesday, June

Massachusetts (Boston, Lynn, Worcester, Fitchburg)

Friday to Monday, June 20-23

A May Day Salute
to the Workers Party
and Labor Action

South Side Branch — Central Branch
' CHICAGO

May Day Greetings

the the Workers Party

from the
National Council of the YPSL

FROM OUR WEST COAST CORRESPONDENT

And What About Life in the Army?

LOS ANGELES, Apr. 21—Once upon a time-
maybe nine months ago—a handful of America’s
top flight capitalists sort of put their heads to-
gether and decided that they wanled to own the
whole world. .

“Why should Hitler take it over for the Ger-
man capitalists?” they asked. “Why shouldn’t one
of our boys take it over for us?"

Hearing no objection from among their own
number, they decided it was a good idea—for
them. . 1 ’

They already owned all of the United States
and half of the colonial and semi-colonial world.
The biggest factories, the richest stores of raw
.malerials, the most powerful newspaper, radio and
motion picture propaganda mills were already at
their disposal. All they needed was an army—the
millions upen millions of men who must fight to
kill and be killed in order te wrest cohtrol from
*he German capitalists and place it safely in the
hands of the American capitalists.

ONE ARMY—COMING UP!

So the orders went out to the politicians' who
work for the industrialists and the bankers: Wanted
—one army. And like the chef in a cheap hash-
house, the politicians—led “by the head pelitician
in the White House—jumped to fill the order. One
army—coming up! ;

A 'handful of brains figured out the plans for
the capitalists.” The politicians whipped them
through the Congress. One morning—maybe six
months ago—American young manhood woke up
and found itself in the army. Seventeen million
men, mostly sons and husbands of the working
class ‘and lower iniddle class, found themselves
earmarked for death . . . because Sixty Families
of parasites decided they wanted to own the whole
world. ' '

Six months have passed since the draft was
started and hundreds of thousands of men have
been dragged into the army. We know the cap-
italists are pleased—their only complaint perhaps
is that the army isn't big enough. They want a
bigger and better draft so they can get into the
war sooner. '

THE MEN DON'T LIKE IT

But what of the men in the army? How do
they like the life that was going "“to build them
up” for death? What do they think of the con-
seript camps, etc.?

No official surveys are available; no genuine,
far-flung inquiries are possible. The army doesn't
allow them. But here and there, in letters and
personal visits, in stories told by one friend to
another, a picture is rapidly crystallizing out. Now,
with the draft becoming widespread, with some-
one in your family and your neighbor's going
next week, the real situation in the army camps
is becoming known.

Assuming that life in the west coast army camp
is no different from that on the east coast, or in
the middle south, we can report from letters and
person interviews on life in the army generally.
Not so confidéntially—it stinks!

The chief problem, in all camps, is that of food.
From Fort Lewis, Wash, to the Mexican border,
every lefter seems to ‘méntion ‘the vile food. Up
in the Washington camp, the men got diets that
looked like this one day: Lunch, hamburger; din-
ner, hamburger hash; breakfast the next morning,
creamed hamburger! Down in San Diego, the
army got stuck with a load of hot dogs and the
men ate hot dogs threz times a day for three days
ronning! ’

At Camp Roberts, outside of Paso Robles, Cal.,
there is never anything edible in the way of sweets
or desserls. The men wait until Sunday, go into
town and dose themselves with pie, ice cream and
malts as long as their money lasts. Those are the

" only decent sweets they get.

A NATIONAL SCANDAL

Both sleeping and toilet facilities are bad up
and down the coast. The men might as well be
living in trenches for all the “modern conven-
iences” provided by the army. !

It is a national scandal. reported even in the
boss press, that army housing and sanitation facil-
ities-are still largely non-existent. A worse scan-
dal yet is the leech-like fastness with which small
town tradesmen and businessmen have pbunced on
the draftees with a determination each to make
his own million dellars this time.

On this subject two maritime unionists recently
wrote a letter to their west ceast union paper.
Food and clothing prices, costs of ineidentals and

India Statu§
"Haunts MP’s

Reaction dies hard; especially in British
Tory circles!

The question of India arose again to
haunt the imperialist membeérs of Britain‘s
Parliament at last week’s session. Church-
ill and his supporters took the opportunity to
reaffirm once more their intention of con-
tinuing their current policy toward India—
wirb\ not the slightest change being indi-
cated. . Government spokesmen in both
Houses ' stated unequivocally that India’s
status quo must remain for the duration.

What brought the Indian question be-

fore Parliament last week?
. There are three reasons: (1) The suc-
cess of the Nazi Balkan campaign, coupled
with the drive on Suez, raises once more
the distinct danger of a totalitarian attack
upon India. To this must be added the
dangerous implications of the Soviet-Jap-
anese Pact. (2) The continuation and
broadening of the Gandhi limited-resist-
ance campaign which has already resulted
in the arrest of 15,000 Indian Nationalists.
(3) The spread throughout India of a wave
of Hindu-Moslem rioting—the sure sign of
tremendous unrest and mass discontent.

Through the strict censorship we have
already learned of serious Hindu-Meslem
clashes in such distant sections of India as
Bombay Presidency (west coast), Pacca
leastern area) and Lahore (northern sec-
tion). - Apparently these struggles are
spreading on a nation-wide scale.

It is impossible to state what portion of
these ““'riots’’ are, in reality, clashes be-
tween imperialist police forces and the
peasant-working class masses. - And " it"is
also certain (from® previous history) that
many a Hindu-Moslem riot is deliberately
instigated by the British in the traditional
divide-and-rule method.

Two additional facts are certain. First,
Churchill and his Tory government are to-
tally incapable of handling the tense situa-
tion in India except by resorting to police
measures. Second, the mass ‘opposition of
India‘s 400,000,000 ‘workers and peasants
to the war—which dates from September 1,
1939—is growing and gathering in mighty
momentum. Here is one section of the anti-
war camp that shows no signs of lying down
on the job. ' S. S.

The Readers of Labor Action Tahe the

HITS WAGE CHISELING

. AT FORD INSTRUMENT

Dear Editor:

If Mr. Knudsen of the OPM had
mingled with the men when he vis-
.ited our plant, the Ford Instrument
Co., a couple of months ago, we could
have told him a thing or two. But
like Knox and the rest of the big
shots before him, he passed through
the plant speaking only to the bosses
in the front office.

Since, as we all know, the com-
pany is making all its money from
government contracts, it ought to be
especially careful about how it treats
its employees. The government is
even buying machinery at its own
expense for the company, as we saw
from the “U. S. property” tags put
on many of the new machines. |,

But what has the company actu-

ally done in these last months? Due -

to the enormous expansion as a re-
sult of government contracts, the
company is hiring scores of workers
to prepare for production in its two
new plants as well as to staff the old
plant. Large numbers of these work-
ers are young fellows and girls hired
as “learners” at 40 cents an hour.

In most cases these fellows and
girls are put on jobs or parts of jobs
that used to be done by men at much
higher rates of pay. Thus it is re-
vealed that the present hiring poli-
cies of the company are directed at
reducing pay scales for many types
of work. T

The company can get away with
this at present because its contract
with the union permits the hiring of
“learners” without defining that
classification. This not only results
in low wage scales for the “learn-
ers,” but also,makes it more difficult
for the older men in the plant to ask
for raises. How can I get a raise
when the new man next to me, who

is doing much the same work as I,

is making 30 cents less per hour than
I? All the other men face similar
problems. |

Many helpers who have been wait-
ing for months to get on machines
now find themselves left out in the
cold while newly hired “learners”
are put on machines at lower pay—
so that the company can save a few
dollars.

I know that our local, No. 425 of
the United Electrical, Radio and Ma-
chine Workers of America, is now
moving for reclassification in its con-
ferences with the management. But
that's not enough. The grievance
committee should immediately take
up every individual case of a worker
who is being paid less for some job
than was previously paid to others
for the same type of work. This
would assist the young workers who
have been in the plant a long time
but are still receiving wages in the
“learner” category, or at the bottom
of the “helper” class. "Many unions
throughout the country are making
this fight for “equal pay for equal
types of work” a big point.

Such a move by the union would
not only help the newcomers and
show them what the union can do
for them more than mere words, but
would make it easier to get a pay
rise all around for the older men.
This would result in better attend-
ance at mreetings—a big problem at
present—and would p the mem-
bership solidly behind the union.

The company is making a fortune
on government contracts with gov-
ernment machinery. The Sperry Cor-
‘poration’ which owns Ford ‘Instru-
ment, made more than $7,000,000 net
(after paying all taxes, etc.) in 1040,
or about $1,000 for every man it
employs. And that figure doesn't in-

clude the big salaries paid out, such
as $100,000 to Thomas A. Morgan,

who heads the ' corporation. With

profits like that on war contracts,
the least that the company can be
expected to do is- adopt reasonable
wage policies. |
The union should starf a drive to

With a May Day Pledge
for Wider Distribution of

the like are so high, that the $21 dole paid out
‘monthly to the soldiers isn't even enough to keep
the men going. Everyone who has a relative or a
friend in a city is writing and asking for small
loans! '

It seems that when, as and if the draftees ever
get put of the army at all, not only may they be
crippled, unemployed and penniless, they will
even be in debt over their heads in the bargain.

MEN GET SORE—AND ACT

At Camp Roberts, however, the men decided
to do something about the chiselling little busi-
.nessmen who are trying to celebrate Christmas
every day of the year. One such skunk operated
a small cafe near the camp. To all his usual cus-
tomers, the regular price on the most regularly
ordered item in the world—a cup of coffe—was
five cents. To draftees trying to squieeze an exist-
ence out of $21 a month, the price was a dime!

It was enough to make any man’s blood boil
and that's just what it did to the draftees. They
got hot enough to do something about it and one
Sunday morning they acted. Conscripted men
came into the place, took every available seat,
ordered coffee. Then they nursed their drinks
along, keeping their seats, refusing to leave until
the price was knocked back down to a nickel!

A little incident, that' was, but an important
one. An embryoe sit-down strike, tonducted by
drafted workers to win their collective demands.
More power to them, and kigger and better de-
mands!

MANY HAVE DEPENDENTS

Actual familiarity with conditions in some eof
the camps belies the baloney, dished out with
sickening regularity in the daily jingo press. Mar-
ried men won't be drafted? Men with dependents
exempt? Physically disabled men will get special
consideration and treatment? Horsefeathers!

A Sunday trip to any coast camp will reveal
visitors who include wives, children and assorted
dependents of the draftees. The leniency for phys-
ical disability can be demonstrated with the case
of one private in a' west coast army camp.

Private X has a bad case of flat feet. Third
degree flat feet, the army doctor said. So flat that
he couldn't possibly pass the physical examina-
tion, other army doctors agreed. So ,what hap-
pened to him? He was drafted anyhow. He was
taken to camp and assigned light camp duty, while
his arches were taped and strapped up. When his
feet improve to second degree flatness he will be
assigned to regular duties and he can then march
till his arches break—for all the army cares.

Of course, all these incidents have an effect on
army morale. Of that there can be no gquestion.
A visitor at one of the California camps had a long
talk with a drafted friend. The draftee said, in no
uncertain terms, the following things:

“The men in the camp almost unanimously hate
it here. ’ .

“They so detest the officer clique that, with the
exception of the usual handful of deluded high
school boys, none of them even wants to-become
an officer!” .

This chap thinks life in the army is so rotten
that he advised his friends to “act crazy” if they
have to in order to stay out of the army!

And even that, it appeared from another source,
was futile . . . because a certain Los Angeles pro-

‘bation officer, who prefers to remain anonymous,

has been telling of his experiences.

He works for a public mental corrective insti-
tution. His job is to keep track of those mental
cases who are paroled from time te time. And
his greatest trouble has come from the army!

Client after client has been seized by local
draft boards and he has had to fight to get them
deferred. The final blow came a couple of weeks
ago when a poor, diseased case, suffering from
dementia praecox and liable to get violent at any
time, was actually drafted. ,

The parole officer has been unable to get hol
of the patient since that time and the draft board
can feel smugly satisfied that it has filled its quota.

JACK BORDEN.

Textile WOrkers Meet - -

stop . wage chiselling by the com-’

pany. -
i J. L.

Phila. Forum
Hears Exposé of
Labor Spy Racket

‘More than 50 persons, comprising
the Modern Forum's largest spring
turnout, heard Joseph Austin dissect
and analyze capitalism’s “Labor Spy
Racket” last Sunday at 329 Pine
Street. Based on testimony compiled
by Senator Robert La Follette's Civil
Liberties Committee, the one hour
lecture featured the private showing
of the revealing Memorial Day Mas-
sacre films, a pictorial record of
Mayor Kelly’s heroic Chicago bulls
in action, suppressed by Paramount
Studios as “‘dangerous.”

“Capitalism knows how to organ-
ize,” Austin emphasized. ‘“Capitalism
organizes to smash unions and de-
press the worker’s living standards.
The La Follette testimony reveals
the National. Association of Manu-
facturers as the super-employer, the
clearing house for labor spies. This
same association also pools black-
lists and distributes them among its
members, so that a worker can be
squeezed out of industry from coast
to coast because he dared raise his
volee against diserimination or un-
healthy factory conditions.”

Labor spy firms, said Austin, offer
industrialists four services. These in-

clude union-smashing by creation of

LABOR ACTION
—St: Louis Branch

‘May Daqy Greetings
from

DR. PAUL NESSON

Revolutionary ‘May Day
Greetings to a
Revolutionary Paper

—Youngstown Branch

internal and racial® antagonisms
where the union is powerful, crea-
tion of a “fake” industrial disturb-
ance where there are no unions,
shipment of tear, poison, and nau-
seating gas _wheh a strike has reached
the militant stage, and future pro-
tection against the formation of un-
ions. Most spy firms pad their week-
1y reports and whip up a union scare
so that the empoyer will retain their
gervices.

The La Follette testimony reveals
that nationally known Philadelphia
firms employing labor spies include
Edward G. Budd, Abbott Dairies,
Campbell Soups and -the Friehofer
Baking Co. »

(Continued from page 1)

sion “protecting the workers' right to
strike”"—which can be very conven-
iently shoved aside by the other pro-
visions of the law. A delegate from
Batimore, where the Textile Workers
Union along with others had fought
the anti-sabotage bill which is now
before the governor for signature,
saw through this farce and wanted
the resolution returned to commit-
tee for strengthening. However, this
was not done.

Too “Cooperative”

The resolutions committee also dis-
played a very “cooperative” attitude
in its recommendations on wages and
hours. The decision was to do noth-
ing about hours until “after the
emergency,” which is yielding a point
to the bosses, who want to extend
hours “during the emergency.” And,
as the cost of living rises and prom-
ises to go much further, the resolu-
tion on wages was to the effect that
since wages have been increased un-
der the wages and hours law until
now some textile workers get 371%
cents an hour, the 40 cent minimum
should not now be asked for.

On the resolution to organize the
unorganized textile workers, a south-
ern. delegate disagreed with the
statement that the union had made

- great progress. He said the stretch-

out was being ignored by the union,
although it has kept hundreds and
hundreds of workers from jobs. He
expressed his dissatisfaction with the
progress made and demanded help

on organizatioh, on the stretchout.

and speedup. -
At the Wednesday session, Labor
Secretary Perkins delivered a long

speech on how wonderful every-
thing is and claimed her share  of
the credit for making it so. She
praised President Rieve for using the
Labor Department “to keep out of
trouble.” She had the nerve to state
before a body 'of union men and
women that the Textile Union owes
its strength to “law” and not to “the

“use of force.” The day before, one of

the delegates had been applauded
when he asserted that the workers
had to have the right to strike to
make the bosses obey the laws,
pointing to Ford and Bethlehem as
shining examples. There was no ap-
pause when Perkins spoke about her
ambijtion to see labor disputes set-
tled without any strikes.

Tightly Controlled

- Sidney Hillman's ascent to power
has made of him a most fawning
lieutenant of the capitalist olass. His
constant reverent references to “our
great Chief Executive” are disgust-
ing to hear. “Knowing him as I do,”
says Hillman about Roosevelt, as if
they had been chums on the East
Side ttogether. He constantly boasts
of his conferences and of his office
and of his staff. Hillman has become
one of “them” to such an extent that
the words “capital,” “capitalist,” and
“capitalism" have completely disap-
peared from his vocabulary.

This second biennial convention of
this important CIO union bore all
the earmarks of being tightly con-
trolled from the top with the object
of putting the Textile Workers Union
on record as supporting the Rodse-
velt war program. This was accom-
plished. But there was plenty of evi-
dence of rank and file militancy.

Kansas .City i
Home Guard
Drills for

Strike Duty

Special to Labor Actioa

K_ANSAS CITY, Apr. 3—The Kansas
City Home Guard today completed
another phase of its drill in riot
duty formations at a loecal armory.
Company C swung briskly through a
demonstration of the half - wedge
formation, which is used to disperse
loose, unorganized crowds, while
Capt. William D. Brewer lectured to
Companies A and B seated in the :
stands.

“This type of formation we would
use on a mob gathered in the area
between the City Hall and the Court '
]lll_ouse," Brewer explained, while &

is
their skill in the fine art of dispers-
ing unwanted gatherings, “but if we
found a strike mob gathered, for in-
stance, in front of the Armour plant,
we would use another formation
which we call the ‘double-wedge’”

_“This double-wedge,” continued the ==

doughty captain, “has been used
most successfully against mobs that
were partially organized—mobs are
never fully organized, only the army
]s-l, i

One young trainee, however, was -
not enthusiastic over the proceedings,
for two months of such anti-labor
drill had nauseated him, '

When questioned, he said, “Sup-
posing we were ordered out on
strike duty to some plant where a .
friend of imine works. Could I crack
his skuil?” g '

“Or,” he continued, “what if I was
working somewhere instead of being
on WPA, and we went on strike for
higher pay. Could I leave the picket
line to come back a few howrs later
with this outfit to break it up?”

“Some of the boys think they're
going to have a lot of fun bucking
these picket lines, but it looks to me
like the strikers’ heads won’'t be the |
only one cracked.”

“That’'s why I want to quit,” he
concluded with finality.

The awkwardness with which the
Home Guardists went through the
few regular army formations and
drills showed that their instructors.
had not wasted their time on non-
essentials, but had concentrated .on
key lessons. : ;

The bosses are preparing their
campaign to stop the forward march
of the Kansas City workers. Their
plans include using these misguided
volunteers against their fellow-
workers without paying them.a dime
—notieven carfare. In order to-main=
tain the motale of this private army
they have trotted forth local em-
ployers as spensors of the organiza-
tion. '

It is now up to the organized work-
ers in Kansas City to form their own
Workers' - Défense Guards to meet
this boss offensive. We must be ready
to defend our right to strike and
picket which is being threatened un-
der the pguise of nédtional defense.
This is especially important to the
UAW, which will intensify its or-
ganizing campaign in this area in
the near future,

=
Ll

Finney-- -

(Continued from page 1)

Call Post, Cleveland Negro newspa=

per. But the Akron Beacon Journal,

together with the Akron University

campus paper has refused to give
one inch of publicity to this rank '
miscarriage of justice.

Finney was framed on four
trumped-up charges of rape and rob-'
bery against four white women, none
of whom could identify him satis-
factorily. One of the women “iden-
tified” him as the man who attacked
her shortly before 6:00 o’clock on an
evening when his employer testified.
he had not left his place of employ-
men until 6:30.

Another woman first admittedthat
she could not say whether her assail-
ant was Negro or white and then
was “able” positively to identify Fin-
ney as the attacker. (Guess who had -
been talking to her!) Another of the’
women said she could identify the
man only if she heard his voice and =
then proceeded to name Finney as
her attacker despite the fact that he
had not spoken a word in her pres-
ence. :

Although in addition to this a
score of reliable character witnesses
testified as to Finney's unassailable
character and a professor of psychol-
ogy testified that the women were
incapable of reliable accounts, the
jim-crow court found Finney guilty :
on one of the four counts of rob-
bery, and sentenced him. !

This reporter had the opportunity
to speak to various members of the
Defense Committee regarding devel-
opments in the case. Some of them
were dissatisfied with the legal con-
duct of the case. It was also learned
from a member of the Defense Com-
mittee that many elements are {ry-
"ing to put a crimp into the conduct
of the case. ' -

Despite the opposition from many
sides, the Finney Defense Commit-
tee is determined .to continue their
fight until they secure full freedom
for Ben Finney. :

In this as in all cases where the
oppressed masses fight for their
-rights, LABOR ACTION stands be-
hind them 100 per cent. ; ;

charges briskly demenstrated =~
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OUR PROGRAM AGAINST
THE WAR

l\lolumuu.notaunlforlrallwu
_ war, All war fundi to the ulumployd.

For a rising scale of w )
increasing cost. of lving. irtr-ﬂdrlr
—$30 sweekly minimum wage—30-
hour weekly maximum for all workers.

Expropriate the Sixty Families. For
Government ownership and workers
control of all war industriee—avia-
tion ,steel, chemicals, railroads, publie
ulﬂlﬂu, efe.

Against both imperialist . war campa.
For the Third Camp of Werld Lullr
and the Colonial Peoples.

* Let the people vote on war. For the
?M of youth to vote at the age

Abolish secret diplomaey. ‘Om the
files of the State Department. ..

' Withdraw all armed forces from terri-
tory outside the United States. Free
the colonies. Hands off Latin

Against compulsory military tuinlu
ﬂul conscription. _

For the ‘defense of civil libertics end
workers’ rights. Stop the

of aliens. Against the M-Duy Plans
and war-time dictatorship.

Feor full social, economic and political
equality for Negroes. End- diserimin-
. ation against Negroes in industry end
' trade unions.
For an independent Labor Party.
For Workers’ Defense Guards against
Faseist and !i‘ﬂnnfs attacke. T
No confidence in the Rooesevell gov-
ernment. ‘For. a workeérs' government
and a people’s army. . -
For Peace through Soemﬂ-m. For the
Socialist United. States of the Amer-
icas, for the Socialist United- States of
Europe, and for llw Weorld Soeiulhl
choratwm

Vo

'For-A-Soc'ialistf
New World Order!

As Hutler s legions advance sw:ftiy and
relentiessly over the small states of south-
~ern Europe, this leader and prophet of
world imperialist barbarism .continues to
announce that he and his followers ‘are es-
_tablishing a New World Order. ‘‘Democ-
~racy'’ is out of date, says Hitler.. The de-
~ mocracies -such ‘as the United States and
 England are in decay; they have lost their
power,
The demoerdcies, says tHe Le&der, can no
longer serve the interests of the people and
must be repldced by the New Order.of Hit-
‘ler and German fascism. .

We are convinced that a New World
~ Order is necessary and imperative.' A New
~ Order is necessary and imperative in every
_ copitalist state, in every colony and every
colonial and semi-colonial country.

The New Order, however, must not be
~ the rule of Hitler, the régime of fascism.
Because the rule of Hitler, of fascism, is
- the rule of capitalism, of imperialism. Fas-
‘cism is capitalism in the raw. It is capital-
-ism that has discarded all democratic pre-
tenses. It is copltallsm that" has divested
itself of its democratic garments and is
standing stark naked in all its wnpenollst
oppressron cruelty and barbarism.
Fascism is

The Old Order

camouflaged and in disguise. It is capi-
talist imperialism.in the grip of its death
~agony but holding' on with tank and ma-
chine gun; concentration camp and bomb-
_ing plane; murder, plunder and devasta-
t|on

Fascism is a final attempt of the ruling
"class, any ruling class, to save itself and
its profits. It is the ruling class in" action

today against a militant working class .

. which threatens its power, prestige and
ownership. It is the last desperate and vio-
lent attempt of the ruling class to crush

3 ond enslave the workers of the world.

- The New Order, then, cannot and must
not be the rule of Hitler or Hitlerism. The
‘workers and their friends must understand
this well and thoroughly. There are those,

even among the workers, who have been

misled by the military victories of Hitler.

They are saying that fascism is something

new, that it is not copitalism, that it is a

new social order. Such people ‘are misled,
confused, muddled and dangerous. They
do not understand capitalism and the vary-
ing ways in which it manifests itself from
time to time. It is necessary, for the ruling
class to do this whenever and wherever the
working class shows its might and threatens
their dominance.

‘There are others who, fearing a Hitler
victory and the triumph of fascism, develop
:moods of pessimism, defeatism and hope-
essness. They rush to place themselves. at
“the disposal of their own ruling class. This
is happening today in England and the
United States. The intellectuals, liberals
and the entire ‘middle class capitulate com-

their potency ahd their promise.’

pletely and become willing tools of the war-
mongers. ’

* Thousands of workérs are caught up in
the wave of imperialist war propaganda
and are swept into the slaughter. They see
Hitler tramping in seven league boots
across the face of Europe and say to them-
selves that there is no way out save in the
army of their imperialist masters. This is
drummed into the ears of the working
masses not only by the imperialist war
lords, the Roosevelts and Churchills and the
leaders of capitalist society, but also by the
traitorous leaders of the workers, the
Greens and the Murrays.

The workers are correct in being against

-Hitler and -fascism, and in being against

Hitler and fascism with all their might and
fury. We must destroy Hitler and fascism
and wipe them from the earth. Hitler is
not impregnable and hlS armies are not the

“irresistible force they may appear to be.

They can be defeated and overwhelmed by
the armed forces of the working class,
under the leadership and direction of the

“working class, fighting for liberation on a

working class program: the program of
SOCIALISM.

No; the New World for which the work-
ers must struggle must not be the New Or-
der of Hitler.
schenie .of things for which Roosevelt and

Churchill stand.:- Roosevelt-Churchill and

Hitler-Mussolini -are brothers beneath the -

skin. The trimmings are different; the fur-
niture is of a different period, but in both
the house is the same.

The national ruling classes of Englond

Germany and the United States are makers

of imperialist war. They are brothers in
capitalist plunder, pillage and oppression.

Roosevelt and Churchill speak for U. S.
and British capitalism just as Hltler speaks
for German capitalism.

They Lie

to the workers of their countries as Hitler
lies to the workers of Germany. They fight
for democracy no more than Hitler fights
for democracy. Theyboth fight to determine
which group of imperialists shall dominate
the world and its people.

The workers in the United States should -

know these things. They have had and get
daily ample demonstration: that what we
say is the truth. They behold-daily the ra-
pacity, the greed and the relentless deter-
mination of the capitalists to crush the
workers and keep them in poverty, subjec-
tion and misery. There can be no doubt of
this. The capitalist police prove this at
every picket line in a way that even the
dullest worker can understand.

Yes: there must be a New World Order.
It must not be the Order of Hitler nor the
Order of Roosevelt-Churchill. The workers
must make no mistake about this. The
workers of Germany made the mistake of
following the “‘democratic’’ rulers instead
of themselves taking powgr—and got fas-
cism. The workers of Italy made this mis-
take and they were engulfed in fascist op-
pression and murder. The workers of
France believed their Roosevelts who said
they 'were fighting for democracy and
against fascism. And today France is fas-
cist!

The New Order must and can be the rule
of the working class, of the majority. The
New Order must be the workers in power,
the’ Workers Government and the ‘Peoples
Army to protect and defend that Workers
Government. ,

The capitalists and imperialists have
demonstrated 'again and again that the
workers can only gain power and freedom
through the overthrow of capitalism and
world ‘imperialism. There is no other way.
All. other methods have failed. The capi-
talists and imperialists will go on forever
and ever with their exploitation, their wars
and their enslavement unless we stop them
and destroy their system and their rule.

This is the road for the working class,

The Only Road

Neither Franklin Roosevelt nor Adolf. Hit-
ler. Neither the rule of the United States
ruling class nor the rule of the German rul-
ing class. Fight for the rule of the working
class and for socialism.

The workers must make this decision
with determination and courage. They
must make it before it is too late. We must
organize all the workers into fighting mili-
tant unions. We must organize shop com-
mittees and form our workers’ defense
guards.

We must form our own political party of
the working class: the workers’ party. Our
political party must lead the workers to the
overthrow of capitalism—to peace, secufity
and freedom—to the Workers Government
—to Socialism, the New World Order of

the Working Class! .

A Senes on the Arrcraff lndustry

But neither must it be the-

| ----THE NEGRO'S FIGHT__...'

After the War, What Then

By BOB FELLOWES
Aircraft Worker

PART IV

In the richest land of the world
and of all time, the aviation worker,
like so many other workers, lives a
hand to mouth existence. The avia-
tion bosses make millions of dollars
while the aviation worker, “who
makes this possible, gets just enough
to keep himself and his family going
from week to week.

Many aviation workers are now
saying to each other: “The shop is
operating at full capacity. The war
is going on at full blast. And yet all
we get is just enough to keep us
going. Soon there will be a million

of us engagéd in the ‘industry. As
long ‘as the war drags on, we work.
‘But when ‘the war ends and they
don't need airplanes to kill people,
what ‘then?"” . i
The problem that now concerns so
many aviation and other armament
workers will interest more and more
workers as this slaughter drags on.
When the World War-I came: to a
‘close in 1918, all the war industries
which had been dependent on the
sale of death dealing instruments be-
gan to contract and many closed
down. The false prosperity that had
been created by the tidal wave of
death and destruction collapsed. The
millionaires, old and new—all those
who had been responsible for the
war—retired momentarily to enjoy

7

Cannonites Play. POsSum
‘On WP May Day Proposal

-

Two weeks ago we published a letter sent on March 3l (a month ago) by
Harry Allen for the Workers Party to the Political Committee of the Socialist
Workers Party (Cannonites) proposing a united May Day demonstration on
the basis.of a series of slogans which we believed both organizations held in
common: Let the People Vote on War; Nationalize the War Induxtnes Under
Workers' Control; A Capital Levy Ior All War Appropriations; Défénd the
Democratic Rights of the Workers; A M1mmum of $30 a Week for 30 Hom‘s

of Work:

In the opinion of the Workers Party these slogans conshtuted an adequate

basis for united action on May Day. The letter, however, offered to discuss
these slogans if they were found to be unsatisfactory by the SWP, or if the
SWP wished to mopose other slogans which could be agreed upon by the

two organizations.

Over a month has gone by, May Day has passed—yet no 'acknowledgment
and no answer to the letter has been received. The SWP evidently preferred
to hold by its petty factionalism, demonstrated on other occasions as well,
rather than explore the possibilities of united action. Instead it made a vain
effort to enter the Stalinist May Day parade.. Thé Stalinists .excluded the
SWP on the Stalinist pretext that the aims of the SWP are contrary to the

ideals of their May Day parade! The official organ of the SWP, The Militant,

then bewailed the bureaucratism of the Stalinist May Day. Committee—=as
though bureaucratism and alfti-Trotskyism were not inevitably to be-expected
from any organization or body connected however slightly with the Stalinists.

In short, the SWP preferred to explore the possibilities of united action
with the very group with which they have Iéast in commion, and cynically
ignored the possibilities of united action with the one group in lhe oonntry
whose principles are closest to their own.

Some of the local branches of the Workers Party tried to effect united
May Day action with corresponding units of the SWP. -In California, for ex-
ample, several proposals were sent. A member of the Workers Party wefit
to a public meeting addressed by James P. Cannon, leader of the SWP,. and

there asked why no answer had been given to the WP'proposals.'
launched into a vicious denunciation of the ‘petty bourgeoisie.”

Cannon
“Qur -com-

rade informs us that Cannon's “answer” was followed by wild applause from

two people.
at the end of the meeting,) |-

{He adds that he was able to sell $2l}0 worth of WP llterature

Failing an answer from tlie SWP, the WP went ahead wuh its o{vn ar-
rangements—for a public meeting in Madison Square Park in New York, etc.
Up to the last moment, however, the WP was ready to'alter its preparettons
to include the SWP in the event that the latter decided to act like respon51ble

revolutionists.

In this event, as in other instances in the past—such as the proposccl Jomt
picketing of the Soviet consulate after the murder of Leen Trotsky, which
the WP darried out alone—l.he Socialist: Workers Farty may find" sometHhing

of which to be “proud.”

What Happened to “Defénd the Soviet Union'’?

And while we're on the subject of the Cannonites, an article by Albert
Goldman calls our attention to a detail which the SWP has been overlooking
rather consistently. The Goldman article purports to prove why everybody
has to defend the Soviet Union in this war and at this time. -Reading the
article, however, we were struck by the fact that except for this late con-
tribution, and one or two incidental references, the Cannonite press has been
fairly devoid of agitation to defend the Soviet Union. This would not be so
startling were it not for the fact that defense of the Soviet Union: in this war
is supposed to be one of the leading slogans of the SWP—if not THE leading
slogan. One would expect a little more attention paid to a slogan of such
importance! Emblazoned across the front page occasionally; hammered home
in issue after issue. Especially inasmuch the The Militant, very properly, de-
votes considerable space to attacking the Stalinists—so much so that a worker
picking up an average' issue of the paper would hardly get the impression
that here is an organization challenging the whole world with its defense of
the Soviet Union. Can there be a reason? Can it be perhaps that some, let us
say, trade union elements might have judged the slogan a little mappropriate

to present-day needs?

P.S.—When the Cannonites’iried to enter the Stahmst May Day parade
they brought with them a proposal that “Defend the Soviet Union” be in-
cluded in the slogans of the parade. This, they explain lamely in the current
issue of The Militant, was to put the Stalinists on the spot. But in this same
issue there is printéd a May Day manifesto. We looked in vain for the slogan,
‘:Defend the Soviet Union.” Good enough to propose to the Stalinist May Day
parade. Not good enough to include in their own manifesto. How come?

World at War - -

Continued from page 1)

ish guvernment at any rate has been
practical enough to negotiate new
trade treaties with Germany while
it quietly awaits the return of the
German ambassador from Berlin
with the new demands that Hitler
will malke upon it.

British Count on U. S. wc

The Balkan campaign and the si-
multaneous swift advance of the
Nazis through Lybia demonstrated
that, wherever it was possible for
the Bermans io engage the British
on land, the latter do not have either
the necessary quantilty of men or
materials, In his latest speech
Churchill was compelled to*“admit
as much, for he could express con-
fidence, in only two sectors of the
war front—the Battle of the Atlantic
and the Battle of the British Isles,
He practically wrote off the coming
battles for the Near East, Suez. and
the Mediterranean. In short,- what
Churchill did was to take the “long
~view’—a view thatl is possible only

by looking toward America or, as-

Churchill with his penchant for po-

etry declaimed, “but westward, look,

the land is bright!”

And it is true that the outlook fm
British imperialism ' in ‘the west- is

bright[e_li because' American in_}pctiul-_l'

ism, more concerned than evcr by
the spectacular rise and strength of
what is now its most important and
deadly rival, Nazi imperialism, has
come to the fore with what is to date
its most extreme commitment—a na-
val patrol of the seas. Still graver
steps are in the offing—awaiting only’
the dictate of the further course of
events and the promotion of a war-
like feeling . among the anti-war
American public.

“Shooting War” Coming

In Washington they speak openly
of what they call the coming “shoot-
ing war.” The distinction. between
America's present rdle in the war
and the “shooting war” is made not
only to distinguish between two dif-
ferent stages, but in order to disarm
the people’s ‘present opposition to
war by making them feel that such
*opposition is no longer necessary
since they are already in the war
and that there is only a subtle and

. unimportant difference between our
‘interven-

present intervention —and
tion accompariied by shooting. Con-
voys are admitted to be part of the
“shooting war” and convoys will be
the next step. A poll of the Senate
has already been taken on this ques-
tion with the result that a majority

~of the senators are in’ favor o.t con-

the fruits of their ill-'gotten gains.
Some bought yachts, others went to
the warm Mediterranean. It was a
merry time for them. But what of
the workers who were thrown out
into the streets? And of the millions
of doughboys who returned from the
war to find' themselves unemployed
and dest.ltube"

lndnstry I"olds 'Up

In 1919, at the close of the war, in-
dustry had a production capacity of
21,000 planes. In. 1925, when times
were beginning to pick up; a’little,
the production-, capacity - of aircraft
was 1,000 planes~an astoundmg
drop. Needless‘to say, thousands of
aircraft workers were soon pounding
the pavements lookmg for work.
Their life savings vamshed Once
again they had to. beg‘ln from scratch.

What the alrcraft worKers now
want to -know' is: 'Will' ‘this tragic
scene be repeated all. over again?

Wwill mllllons of- men on ‘the’ mor-
row _after this war again be out ‘on
the' streets? - et el

Wlll apple sellers rea.ppear as il
by magie on the thorouxh!ares ot
New . York and 'other cities?

Wil ‘the rich.again retire with. the
dough they rake .tn troni the present
slaughter? .

The: answers. to these agltatu;g
questions are dcpendent on. the ‘atti-
tude. demonstrated: by, the. 'working
people of Amerlca—nay, of thc en-
tn‘e world '

-An anawer that must be given, not
tomorrow ai'ter the war-—bui. RIGHT
NOW!, :

What Is-tﬂc"-Answ'cr'? ek,

'Av_ia_tion_ workers! Men and wom-
en! What is.it you want? More; food?
A little fun in.life? . Money to pay
the “rent? A ‘chance to' put away
something for ‘a’ rainy, day? It is
yours for the takmg'

The awat:on bosses ~ are. makmg
rmlhons of dollars . Their, .backlog of
orders is. tremendous. Any mterf,er-
ence with . productlon ‘hits them
-where it hurts—m the pocket. - De-
mand what is yours by nght of your
lahor Do not fearthe “accysation’ of
“fifth. collunmst " “saboteur,” etc.; by
{hose. who ‘are the . 1ou1est of - the
foul. 'Tf: the’ boss retuses to give you
what you justly cleserve strike: ‘Strike
while the irén is hot! Don't’” permit
them to freeze your: ‘union’ with*a 30-
day cooling off period or any other
such nonsense. If"you ‘don't .get what
you ‘want now, you celtamly wun’t
get it after the war..

gulld Strengthen your unions, or-
gamie “the unorganized aircraft
workers In the days ' to come, the
army and the newly organized.home
guard’ w;ll try to” break _Your unions.
Even now ‘legislation’ is- being’ pro-
pared to draft strlkers into the army.
Defe?red men -are to 'haye their
leaves' cancelled They may ‘even try
sending in $21-a-month -conscripts ‘to
break your ynions. The best way to
forestalltheke " actions  is to make
every man a 100 per cent union man.

Furtherwrgam'z.e on a national
scale with "ypur fellow workers in
other industries for a labor party of
your own. A party that will help
you win your strikes, not break them.
A party that will organize a govern-

ment really by, of and for the peo-

ple and not such as we have now—
by, of and for the 60 families,
Aviation workers, there is no need
for the aircraft industry 1o grow
smaller and throw out hundreds of
thousands of workers after the war.
Airplanes are not made only for pur-
poses of killing men, women and
children. Airplanes can be used. for
other purposes: to span the world, to
bring it closer’ together for peaceful
means in order to construct a better
world for working men and women,.
The aircraft industry can be ex-
panded to unheard-of heights. Why
can't. every working man have a
flivver. airplane? Why ' can't ‘ every
hamlet, town and city have an air-
port for the use of workers?  Why
can't all the continents be spanned
regularly, not -by one or two planes,
but by thousands? Yes, there could
be no limit to the growth of the air-
craft industry. and the further em-
ployment of m:lhons of working peo-
plc P
But, in ihlb present world you will
never have such a development! For
as long as the present conniving,
corrupt, governments of the rich con-
tinue. to rule -in the United States,
England, Germany, Italy and else-
where, so long shall it be our plight

to live in a world :where workers of

each country are forced to slaughter
one another for the benefit of the
rich. As léng-as the Churchills and
Hitlers continue to rule, so long shall
our jobs be insecure. Yes, as long
as these people continue to dictate,
we- shall never sec the full irults of
our labor. -

Is There a-Way Oul?

Yes! The war can be ended. Inse-
curity, unemployment, nazism — all
this can be removed frong out lives
—if the peoplé take over. They must
establish. a. government which. will
run- all the industries through the
unions “and other ‘organizations of
the working. clasg—f;or the benefit of

“'{he Working people. Such”a’ govern-

ment wou'lld eliminadte all the funda-
mentdl evils of the world. .

To hasten such’ a day, the aircrdft
workers, men and women, must pldy
their part.

The Workers Party stands fou.r-
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A New Joke--
*“Jim-Crow Helps
The Negro Race”

By J. R. JOHNBON

=

“Oh, Judgment! thou art fled to brutish beasts,
And'men have lost their reason.”
This is- what Shakespeare makes Mark Anthony
{thatugreat faker) say in the famous speech over
Gaesars dead body. Often when one looks at cap-
italist po].mcs today one is témpted to say the same
thing.
3 Friends, Americans and- countrymen, lend me
your 'ears. This war is a war for “democracy.” It
is a war to preserve "a way of life,” it is a war

. against tyranny, persecution, aggression. It is a

war for freedom. So our modern Mark Anthony,
Franklin Roosevelt, says. And all the liberals and
the labor leaders follow him shouting “Hosannah!"”

STATE ATTORNEYS GIVE THEIR VIEW

Now one of our most precious “free” institu-
tions is Congress, and in this Congress is one soli-
tary. Negro, Representative Arthur ‘W. Mitchell.
Brother Mitchell tried to travel in a Pullman
coach in' the South and was kicked out and made
to go'into ‘another carriage. He filled an action.
The case is before the-. Supreme Court. So far,
nothing unusual. " This happens regularly. (Since
thls column was written, the Supreme Court has
upheld the right of Negroes to travel in Pullmans.
We' w:ll comment .on th:s decision next week.—
Ed.)

- But'“note now wh’at has ‘been the result. The
attorney generals of ten states, Alabama, Ken-
tueky, Arka.nsas. Flonda, Georgia, Louisiana, Mis-
sasslppi Tennessee Texas and Virginia, these men
who' are ‘the e'xpounders of the laws of democracy.
they drew up an appeal and sent it to the ‘Su-
prerne ‘Court, ‘asking it not to take any decls,ton on
thls queshon These lawyers .of democracy say
that the Jim - Crow. jungle laws (most elegantly
c-alled "segregation statutes”) “were enacted for
the purpose ‘of promoting the welfare, comiort,
peace and safety of the people of’ both races.”’ And
these attorney generals -of “democracy” say that
"lt is a matter of common- knowledge, which ithis
court probably knows ‘that in those states which
are partxes to_this brief, where. large numbers’ of
both races res:de. such statutes do, in truth and in
fact prornote the welfare, comfort peace ami saie-
ty of the people of both races.”

" 'In other words, these men of "demderatic” law
say this: “If Representative Arthur Mitchell or
any black man travels ‘with whites, he is person-
ally -offensive to the: whites., We don’t want him.
He offends our welfare and our comfort."

“If he -ingists on traveling, we southerners are
going. to beat him up, That.will offend his peace
and safety. In the course of beating him up or
lynchmg him, he and his  friends may ‘hurt some
of us. ‘That offends OUR peace and safety.’ So the
laws are for the benefit of both of us.: ThcreIore,
Supreme Court do not mterfere

lelm l§ A n,gnson FQR WHAT 'I:HEY SAY

. Jsit any wonder that Hitler laughs-at Frank-
in Roosevelt's pretentlons to being a defender of
“democracy”? There are ten million Negroes in
the .South whom these and snmllar laws “directly
affect. There were only about half a million Jews
in Germany. If Hitler had said that theé laws
agamst the Jews were passed for their comfort,
peace; ‘welfare -and -safety, how. Mark - Anthony
Roosevelt would have thundered. Hitler, however,
says simply and plainly: -“We don't want you
Jews. Get out” But these southérn democrals .
say that their fascist types of racial laws are FOR
the BENEFIT of the Negroés; and the men of law,
the attorney -generals, writé to the Supreme Court
and say the same thing.

We began by quotmg the passage from Shake-
speare, saying that men had lost 'their s$eason.
Have these southerners ‘lost their redson? Oh, no!
They want to keep the Negro where he is in.order
to exploit him, to work him hard and pay him
cheap. That is why they tell these abon‘unable
lies and talk this abominable legal nonsonse_‘ They
SEEM to have lost their reason. In reality they
have very-good reasons for saying what they do.
But the Negroes have very good reason"for saying:
“You and your holy war against fascism may suit
you, but they don't suit me! I have my war. And
it is. against you, Messrs. - Attorney Generals, to
break that system which is so rotten that it coim-
pels its defenders to talk like men who have just
come out of a lunatic asylum.”

LETTUCE PICKERS WIN STRIKE !

VENTURA, Cal—Unpublicized and ignored, 3,000
lemon workers fought against the customary wave
of terror to maintain a picket line and win a
- strike for higher wages here.

Chief v&e.;pon ot the pldntcre is evietion of the
strikers from .tl—_;e compan)_r-owned shacks. Since
packing house 'workot_s refused to cross the picket
lines, they too are being evicted. Local justices
are preparing writs which will drive a. total of
3,500 agricultural workers, lemon pickers and
packers from 1he1r homcs if the .orders are carried
out‘ '

The strike was called by the AFL- Agncultural
and Citrus Workers Union a few weeks ago.
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