ro March on Washington!
egro mMarch on wasr mgton.
Negro workers is not only nafion-wide—it is a matter of na-
tional policy extending throughout the economic, - political
‘and social life of the nation. This is true of private indus-
try; it is equally true of the federal government, at the head
of which stands’ Mr. Roosevelt. Tt is therefore ‘interesting
and 51gn1hcant that Roosevelt does not refer to discrimina-
-tion against Negroes by the federal government. However,
the march on Washington is correctly' directed at Jim-Crow
in the federal govermnent as well as in industry.

The full meaning of the march on Washington 'being
organized by Negroes for July 1 is beginning to penetrate
the heads of the government and the employérs. Negroes
from all over the country are preparing to march to Wash-

ington and demonstrate “for jobs and equal participation
in national defense.”

plaints “that available and much-needed workers are being
barred from defense produchon solely because\ of race, re-
ligion or national origin . . . also that discrimination against
Negro workers- has been nation-wide . . . immediate steps
must be taken to deal with it effectively.” ;

its pupuldtmn from its dclensc industries.” “Even more i

portant,” says Mr. Rodsevelt, “is it for us to strengthen. 0

unity and ‘morale by refuting at home the very Lheon'
which we are ﬁghung abroad.”

' _ The President is concerned exclusively with the "defeme
industries because they are the industries producing war sup
plies. He seeks to mitigate the gjevances of Negroes an
others because this is necessary for the successful prosecution
of the war. The “memorandum™ is a war. measure. There
is a shortage of workers; production of war material is no

JIM-CROW IS A MATTER OF FEDERAL POLICY

The Workers Party. and LABOR ACTION are very glad {
to learn that the President has discovered that discrimina-
tion against Negro workers is nation-wide. We have known
that fact for some time and have written on the subject re-

Two weeks before the march and demonstration takes
place, Roosevelt issues a “memorandum” to the Office of -
Production Management (OPM),. charging its directors-
general to take steps to eliminate racial discrimination from
the employment policies of the “defense” industries. “In the

i

Roosevelt limits his exhortations to the “defense” indus-
tries. “No nation combatting the increasing threat of totali-

memorandum, Roosevelt stated that he had received com-

Workers! This Is Not Our War!

It Is a War for Boss Profits!
Join Hands in Independent
Labor Action Against the War!

peatedly. But the wider fact is this:

discrimination against

LABOR

tarianism can afford arbitrarily to exclude large segments of

cTI0

going ahead fast enough.
{(Continued on page 3)

Roosevelt says: “Look—so far

‘We Say—
Conscript War Irldusl'ries:"-.'_'-
Under Workers’ Control!
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| AuSﬁn Local Joins
ClO--Follows 544

The latest dévelnpments in the break of Minneapolis Teamsters Local 544
from the AFL and the Tobin international is the strike called Tuesday by the

furniture section against 19 furniture firms in Minneapolis.

Three hundred

drivers and inside workers are involved. Also, the Tobin local in Austin,
Minn., has voted to follow Local 544 into the CIO. '

- Little Men,
What Now?

The, action of Local 544 in accept-
ing the invitation of A. D. Lewis,
chairman of the United' Construction
Workers organizing committee, to
join the ranks of the CIO produced
varied reactions, including one funny
one, to wit:

The Minneapolis Star-Journal, is-
sue of June 10, reports Leonard
Lageman, state CIO secretary, as say-

ting: “As far as the membership ‘of

Local 544 is concerned, we welcome
themm"w
leadership. of 544 will have to, carry
out the policies of the CIO or they
will have to be removed. Our unions
are run democratically.”

We have never met the gentleman
with the removal complex, but we
advise him, before he sounds off
any further, to get in touch with
Daniel J. Tobin and ask him how
he is feeling after his ill-starred at-
tempt to “remove” the duly elected
officials of Local 544. He might learn
something that would do him some

- good and save him from future trou-
ble.

Unions that are “run democrati-
cally” are unions which select their
own- leaders and permit no one else
to interfere. Local 544 is such a
union. If it wouldn’t stand for the
threats and orders of a real dictator
- like Tobin, what chance has a pint-
sized imitation in Minneapolis to
push in his nose without getting it
caught in a wringer?

Cool off, Mr. Lageman, and behave
yourself. The only way we know
how to play is rough—From the
Northwest Organizer, June 12.

\ /

We print below a statement of the
execulive board of Local 544:

In explanation of the dction taken :

alt the regular membership meeting
of General Drivers Union, Local 544,
on June 9, 1941, 'when the union voted
overwhelmingly to disaffiliate from
the International Brotherhood of
Teamsters, Chauffeurs, Warehouse-
men and Helpers, and the AFL, and
to join the Congress for Industrial
Organizations, the executive board
makes the following statement to the
organized labor movement and to the
general public:

. Local 544 has taken these actions
= CIO-. However;: ‘Mw’begause it has'been unable to contin-

ue its normal:life :and functions ow-
ing to the dictatorial, arbitrary and
un - tradeunion - like demands made
upon . this local body by President
Daniel J. Tobin and his international
executive board. Responding to the
promptings of the Minneapolis K em-
ployers and reactionary interests,
both inside and outside of the AFL,
Tobin proposed to the delegation
sent to protect our union at the
Washington meeting of the interna-
tional executive board on June 3rd,
that a dictator-receiver be appointed
over Local 544 who would supersede
and have power to. remove the law-
fully and - democratically elected
leadership of the union.

Tobin has schemed with the reac-
tionary atthor of the Minnesota slave
labor act, Governor Harold E. Stas-
sen, to bring about the downfall of
Local 544. Although every provision
and law of the Teamsters’ Interna-
tional Union has been observed by
Local 544 since its return to the In-

- ternational Union in 1936, Tobin has

disregarded all of the solemn prom-
(Continued on page 2)

By MAX STERLING

The air is full of rumors and re-
port German troop movements to-
ward the Russian borders, while ac-

Jcmmts pour in of Nazi forces enter-

ing Finland in great numbers. Trav-
elers have been prohibited from
going into Finnish territories adja-.
cent to Russia unless they have spe-
cial permission from the authorities.
At the same time, the Finnish capital
of Helsinki has ordered the evacua-
tion of women and children. German
armies are reported to have left the
Balkans and to have massed in Ru-
mania and Poland.

The ﬁews;ba.pers are full of all this

plus what are supposed to be the de-

mands made by the Germans on the
Russians. Some of these demands

ON THE

i

spoT ...

are: 1) passage of German tiroops
through the Caucasus into Iran to
establish a pincers against Great
Britain from the east; 2) increased
shipments of Russian grain, oil and
other products to the Nazis; 3) Ger-
man manx.gement-cont.{ol over the
Ukraine for the purpose of guaran-
teeing adequate production and de-
livery of these products; 4) outright
cession of the Ukraine to Germany;
5) surrender of the territories an-
nexed by Russia in pa.rt.'nership with
Germany; 6) lend-lease to Germany
and Japan of Russian naval and air

“THE WORLD AT WAR -
‘Hitler Is Pushing Stalin

Deeper Into Reich Orbit
As War Tension Mounts

- fect.

forces in the Far East and Axis use
of Russian bases there.

There are additional reports that
Moscow is already negoliating a new
trade treaty with ‘Berlin awhich will
satisfy the German demand for in-
creased deliveries: from Russia. An-
other report says that Germany and

TFinland have signed a quasi-military

pact. One can add to these rumors

and reporis others of an equally sen- -

sational character.

Naturally nothing of a positive na-
ture can be said while matters are
thus suspended on. rumors. Rumors
are useful weapons, in a war, and
one can readily see why the Nazis
for example would be inlerested in
spreading just such rumors at the
present time. To confuse the enemy,

.to disorient. it, to divide it and throw
‘it-effrguardrareralse important:-Thereir

are moreover plenty of people—wish-
ful thinkers—who have been report-
ing innumerable ruptures between
Germany and Russia and’ who are
only too eager to seize hold- of these
rumors, expand them and give them
world-wide publicity.

Nevertheless- if this new crop of
rumors is nothing more than rumors,
it is difficult to understand why Mos-
cow has come forth to dignify them
by official denials published in Tass
and broadcast to the world by the
Moscow radio. Instead of squelching
the rumors, the Kremlin's denial of
them has had just the opposite ef-
The rumors and reports are
now more widespread than ever. It
is necessary to add that the manner
in which Tass denied the rumors is
largely responsible for this result.

Let us examine the Tass statement.
It declared: “First. Germany did not
present any claims to the USSR and
does not propose any new, CLEAR

(my  emphasis—M.S.) agreement, in

view of which no negotiations on
this subject could have taken place.”

(Continued on page 3)

GHT TO S

RIKE!

Defeat the Anti-Labor Bl"S
Now Pending in Congress

Fellow workers, shall we be reduced to the slavery of forced labor? :
During the last two weeks that question has become for us one of the direst reality. Hard on
the heels' of the Administration’s bayonet attack on strikers at North American have come a series
of orders and proposals that would deprive us of liberties and rights won in_a hundred years of

sacrificing struggle.

Congressmen kept pace with the President’s strike-busting actions by pressmg bills, or umend-
ments to bills, which, in the words of CIO President Murray, mean “involuntary servitude for Amer-
ican workers’’—that is, FORCED LABOR. :

In the House, the Case amendment was tocked onto a war appropriations bill.

The Case.

amendment outlaws strikes and estoblishes compulsory arbitration by the National Defense Me-z"
diation Board. How? By creating a federal blacklist against all workers who take part in a strike
or aid a plcket line at a war plant. No mveshgarlon of the facts is required; all the board need

Did the Soldierél --I.ike' Thei\r

Fink Jo_b’--The

a3 S L et A

Speclal to-Labor Action

LOS ANGELES—How did the sol-
diers feel about being ordered to
break the strike at North American
Aviation?

Insofar as it was possible to find

the answer to this question, we've
iried. Here is our report.

First, let us bring out this signifi-
cant little item: The 3,000 troops sent
here were kept on the move for 16
hours  previous to their arrival at 9
a.m. at the picket line. The loss'of
sleep, the constant moving, ete., were
calculated by the officers to put the
soldiers in the right mood to face a
picket line. Perhaps they'd take their
resentment out on the strikers.

Second, about 10 per cent of the
soldiers were hardened veterans, with
service in China, and with special
training in strike-breaking. (Special
note " for liberals: Yes, the army
throughout America is training en-
tire regiments in strike-breaking.)
The huge majority of men were
draftees, with three or more months’
service, )

y Dldn’__‘_l"

Once the tense period last Monday
was over, and the strikers' repeated
efforts to fraternize with the soldiers
brought some friendly smiles, it was
possible to talk with them.

Naturally, the soldiers talked
guardedly, opening up to a few peo-
ple only .when convinced the folks

were all rlght

One woman literally mterv]ewed
40 soldiers and we heard her report.
Only one of the soldiers liked this
job of strike-breaking. Five were
indifferent. The rest disliked it.
These were men drafted from an
eastern state. A

One of the soldiers was a member
of a very prominent and militant
union. You can well imagine what
he said .about the army's role, and
his officers.

Another also was a union militant.
Ditto on the comment.

When the soldiers were ordered
to force back the picket lines, a few
of the soldiers shrugged their shoul-
ders in a gesture of helplesshess to

(Continued on page 2)

. By JACK WILSON
LOS I}NGELES——Allhough the strike
was ended here almost a week ago,
{he North American Aviation plant
stifl resembles a Gestapo concentra-
tion camp.

For the U. 8. Army has over 3,000
men at the plant, bayonets gleaming

in the sun, the du!l thud of the mili-
tary boot and march resounding
through the plant, and Col. Brand-

shaw in full confrol of hiring and.

firing.
The purpose of this crude display

“of military strength and brutality is

two-fold:

,.‘Nh‘it’e J-ﬁuér'y Frees Murderer
‘Of Negro in Two Minutes

W. . Cochran, wealthy Texas land owner who murdered a Negro,
" Bob White, in the courtsroom while a jury was being pu_ked to try

White a third time for rape, is a [ree man today. (,.oclndn was “tried”

and the |uw returned in two minutes with a verdict of * ‘not guilty.”
The district attorney ol Conroge, Texas; W. C. McClain, asked [or the

: AqulIlel ol Cochran, pleading:

“The time has not come and I trust that it never will come when
black or white, can steal into a man’s house .md ravish his

: dl’ly 1ndan,
wife and go [ree.”

White had been sentenced to death twice but c.rch time the sen-
tence was reversed by a.higher court; once by the Texas Supreme
Court and once by the United States Supreme Court. During the se-
Jection of the jury for the third trial, Cochran walked into the court

- room with a pistol in his hand, walked up to the defendant’s box and

shot ‘Whité dead

Bl

1. The army hopes to break the
dduntless spirit of the union mili-
tants before it leaves this area.

9. The army is aiding Richard T.
Frankensteen, CIO aircraft division
director and sell-out artist, in purg-
ing the union of its militant leaders.

Army Role Exposed
The only real effect of the Army's

. presence here is fo expose its strike-

breaking role to the entire American
labor movement. Its effect on the
ex-strikers is just the opposite of that
intended: the men have been sorer
than ever before because of the dic-
tatorial rules and injustices prac-
ticed by the army officers.

After the strikers voled to return’

to work in a wise strategic retreat,
and carry on their fight within the
plant since they were deserted by the

" CIO top officials, .the army officers

immediately broke the promise made
by President Roosevelt that. there
would not. be any discrimination.

- At bayonet points, each of the un-
ion negotiating commitiee members
who had been arbitrarily suspended
by Frankensteen were taken fyrom
their jobs and to the police station
for endleas guestioning about “com-
munism.” }

Colonel Brandshaw simply declared
‘that “these men were not allowed to
return because their faith was inimi-
cal .to the government.”
" No: preof.. No ' trial.

rohs

. in this area that Sidney

No vhearing.

-

Army Keeps Its Bayonets Poised at North Amencan

Just a Hitler-like order carried out
against the vehemenf protest of the
North American workers who were
held back by bayonets. /

The men -have filed charges with
the National Labor Relations Board
and expect other action as soon as
the army leaves the plant.

Meanwhile union militants at "Vul-
tee Aireraft, at Chrysler, Willys-
Overland and other plants were sum-
marily discharged in a co-ordinated
plan between Frankensteen and the
employers in this area lo “purge the
union of reds.”

Hillman Sends “Reserves”

Frankensteen’s blundering tactics
have antagonized so many unionists
: Hillman,
arch-red baiter of the CIQ, is send-
ing a crew of “experts” to help him

. out. Among them are Frank Daniels,

alleged socialist of the Textile Work-
ers, and Leon Kryzcki, social-demo-
cratic bureaucrat from the Amalga-
mated Clothing Workers, a Hillmian
hatchet-man from way back.

Thus far, Frankensteen's attempis
fo build up an opposition within the
North American .union against its
own duly elected leaders has not
nlnet with success. Only a few com-
pany rats are backing him.

The struggle within the wunion
_caused by Frankensteen's “rule or
ruin” policy—which he learned!from
his  previous association with the

ey

L}
Stalinists—is a smoke-screen io keep

the workers from. thinking about the

wage increases they want and need.

The duly-elected leadership of the
union is trying hard te concentratc
on the main issue: get the - signed
contract with the “75-10" provision.
But Frankensteen is deliberately
shifting the issues and trying to
split the union by setting up a fake
negotiating committee which will
sign- a less agreeable contract. He
has taken over the headquarters,
while the regular union officials have
another office, at CIO headquarters.

The entire question of removing
Frankensteen 'and repudiating his
strike-breaking policies will not be
settled until the CIO autoworkers

L) - - .
convention in August in Buffalo.

The obvious strike-breaking of the
army brought a reprimand from Phil-
ip Murray, president of the CIO,
who sent a letter to all CIO unions
4o mobilize against the union-busting
legislation before Congress and the
use of troops to force CDIIl{}UlbUiy
arbitration.

Murray's letter was a blow at
TFrankensteen, since Frankensteen
had nothing but highest praise for
the. Army and its brass hats.

The position of Murray was adopted
by the Los Angeles Industrial Union
Council last Friday night at a dense- .
1y filled meeting, which was expected:
to bring to an, open head the clash
between the “purgers” and the.union

‘Debate on his

militants of all shades and_ kind.

_ Phillip Connelly, executive secre-
tary of the council,

made a report
on his 'activities in supporting the
strike, as unanimously instructed by
the previous meeting of the council,

(Continued on page' 4)

White Soldier .
Provokes Race
Fight in New York -

A white soldier in the uniform of.

the Uniled States Army is dead to-

‘day with a* slashed throat which he

got in a free-for-all fight on New
York’s Lower East Side early las!
Sunday morning. The soldier, Thom-
as J. Joyce, accosted a while woman
accompanied by a colored man and
demanded to know why she, a white
woman, was with a Negro. The
woman replied that Joyce should
mind his own business. Joyce made
some further remarks and a fight
between Joyce ahd the woman's es-
cort resulted. A crowd of about 100
Negroes and whites gathered and
the: conflict went on for about ten
minutes. ' Joyce collapsed and _died
in an ambulance on the way to a
hospital.

-

N

report would have

do is declare that the strike
would impede war production.

For the workers thus affected
‘that can have only one mean-

_ing: FORCED LABOR!

At the same tlme, l'he Senute

- -adopted- the - Connally amen

meni to the Selective __Ser\ri'c_
Act which, again 'in the word
of Murray, “is intended solely
to .inject the government into
every industrial dispute, with

threat that if weorkers engage in a
strike the plant will be seized by th

. government, the strike broken and:

the rights of the workers destroyed,
following which the plant will be
returned to the management.” b

For the workers thus affected that
can have only one meaning: FORCED.
LABOR!

In the event that any strike- hreak
ing weapon was overlooked in t!_le,_:
two amendments cited, Congress has
before it a revised Vinson bill which
gives the Mediation Board power o
compel men to work 'against their
will, with full discretionary powers.
in the hands of the board’s chairman

PHILIP. MURRAY . .

Denounced Roosevelt strike- bre‘akiﬁg.—i
—but first he had burned his hngers.
See editorial on page 4.

to decide which cases will come be-
fore it.

For the workers thus affected that'
dan have only one meaning: FORCE'D
LABOR.

Placed in the context of the Presi-
dent's actions proclaiming the gov-
ernment as Strikebreaker No. 1—in
the North American sirike and on
the withdrawal of draft del‘ermehts'
for strikers—these measures present
s0 serious and devastating a threat to
American labor that every section of
the lJabor movement (even the most
timid and conservative) joined in
denouncing the march toward forced
labor.

- So, for example. Bill Green, who
is usually almeost as ‘much irked by
labor militancy as are the bosses and'

(Oontmued on page 4




LABOR ACTION'

By David Coolidge

_KEFELLER EXPECTS'A RETURN ON HIS INVESTMENT

in' D. Rockefeller, who is all for
d States entry into the war,
given $100,000 to the United Set'v:
/Organizations. This is the organ-
lion that has as its. function the
viding of recreation for the army
navy. Mr, Rockefeller, speaking
. a dinner in New York to raise
nds for the drive, said that he had
s ‘considered giving: to charity
social service organizations an
_vestment " That is, such giving
rings: a return' to the giver. Mr.
ockefeller said that the return was
sfaction in knowing that some’
ice. had been rendered to those
10 had missed many of the good
ngs- of life.
‘There is-adequate basis for the be-
that' this is not all the returns
5 ‘Rockefeller and others receive
rom - such investments. Rockefeller
ne out for the war’ right at! the
when- Hitler's troops were: ap-
roaching Iraq, Asiatie country: where:

Standard: Oil owns 90,000+ squalemlles
of oil lands. Of course, therefore;
Rockefeller wants to raise’ the mo-
rale of the troops: Morale to him
means the willingness to go docilely:
to their death fighting to keep that
oil land from falling into the hands
of the German imperialists.

This.- must be a very pleasing out-
look for the workers in the various
Standard Oil plants scattered all over
the United States. These workers
havera fight right here to win better
working conditions, union' organiza-
tion and the defeat of the'company
unions maintained by Standard Oil.

All that Rockefeller has done is
give a hundred ‘thousand: dollars for
checkers, dominoes and pool tables
for the soldiers so that they will play
instead of sit' around” wondering
whether or not they will be sent to
Asia: to, protect  that 90;000" square
miles: of oil lands.

OTHER SYMPTOM OF WHAT'S' HAPPENING IN'THE AFL

‘The scrap between the Brewery
rkers International and' the exec-
ve council of the AFL is about to
brought to some sort of conclu-

on in the gourts. The fight has been

‘going on since 1933. The Brewery
Workers, before the coming of the

10, along with' the Minets; was the

nly industrial international in the

FL. The)_.r ‘included all the workers
and around the:breweries. In 1933
~ AFL executive council ordered

he Brewery Workers International
transfer all drivers to the Inter-

national Brotherhood of Temasters
and® the' brewery engineers to the
n: of Operating- Engineers. The
réewery union refused and was sus-
ended., The union then went to
ourt and won. The AFL appealed to
higher  court and 'the  lower court
was-reversed. The.brewery workers
er got a stay of action. They are
ding on today under that stay of
ction. When the final court order
ued they will be out of the AFL

unless they-givesup the‘teamsters and
engineers;

Should the Bnewery Workers In-
ternational abide by. the decision of
the AFL and: the court their union
will be smashed. That: is; if they lose
the drivers' and'‘engineers’ the: union
will be so weakened’ that the remains
will be ineffective against the brew-
ery owners: It is fairly certain that
they will not submit. This' means
that either they will remain inde=
pendent or go to the CIO.

Significant things are happening. in _

the. AFL. The International Typo-
graphical Union voted to remain in-
dependent. Local 544 @f the team-
sters’ in Minneapolis has bolted to
the CIO. The brewery union will
in all. probability: get out. AFL and
CIO machinists are aeting in unison
in the San Francisco shipyard: strike:

They have just voted to remain on:
strike’ against the demands of the:

“Mediation” Board,

‘LAW” MAKERS' IN'A LATHER AGAINST' LABOR'

"The two houses of Congress got on
heir- white horses last week and:
ashed- off in all directions against.
the unions. The “law” makers worked
hemselv'es up into a white heat on
+sins. of the unions: Holman, of
Jregon, wanted all' strikers put into
1e army- and forced to work in the
under military command.

stooges ‘as Joe Starns of ' Alabama’

and Howard, Smith -of Virginia.
Starns wanted” to bar all workers
whs had been on strike. for ten days
from receiving any portion of the
appropriation. Even Hatton Sumners
of Texas got scared and refused to

support the Starns.amendment. Sum-

ners is the poll tax congressman who

o Zv;pgim& thréw in'an amend~—-suggested electrocution for strikers.

saymg that strikes durmg the-
lense” emergency - are “contrary
sound public policy and are con-
nned: by: the Senate.” This amend-
erit passed after a little- softening.
‘was. rewritten to include lockouts
d refusal by employers to accept
ollective. bargaining. The Connally
dment then was put through.
his amendment is a “rider” to the
$10,000,000,000 army appropria-

1 bill. It directs Roosevelt to take
er-all plants in which strikes occur:
are threatened. Even if the Presi-
suspects that labor trouble is

e findl result would have been
- worse: if some of' the' congress-
en with at least a minimum of com-
non sense' and decency had not in-

osed’ vigorous objection to- the:

mendments offered by such sterling

Hatton has. probably discovered that
the workers are not afraid of his
threats. —

There is no doubt that the mili-
tancy of labor had a great deal to
do with the “defense” of labor put
up during this debate by its “friends”
in Congress. The workers must not
put too much-dependence on the con-

“tinuation of<this “support The bosses

and of course méany of their stooges
‘are wotried‘'today!

when'Roosevelt ordered:out the army

but they: are not' certain what the:

reéiction of labor'will'be. The* bosses

have'no taste for the kind' of picket

lines: the workers have thrown around
their plants. They fear that these

picket lines will swell. And; too, the:
workers might begin' devising ways:
and means for dealing with the-

army- of strikebreakers.

*TC CATCHES FORD ON A FAST ONE.

Not only has Ford been gypping
the workers in. his factories but the
buying public also. The Federal
Trade Commission ordered' the' old
‘scoundrel to stop’ telling> lies' in his
advertising' about’ the' low' interest.
rate charged: purchasérs: of his auto-
Ford advertised' that buy-

rs paid only 6 per cent interest when
‘they bought ohe of’ his jalopies on

the time' payment plan.
found that Ford really charged 111

per cent intérest. Ford appealei:l to:

the federal court but the FTC was
upheld. ;

Of course the capitalist pwess did
not feature this. It was afraid of
losing the fat Ford advertising: con-
tracts.

AND THE'CANNERY' WORKERS:GOT GYPPED TOO

The cannefs have: been: holding: up’
thelr government ‘by refusing; to’ bid:
‘on army orders:for canned'foods uns

ss they: were released from' the
provisions: of:' the: Walsh-Healy: Act.
Then the government: deeided: to- buy

upplies ir:theopen: market: But the:
bbers were good: “pay-triots” also:
They ran: up: tHe' prices. Then' the'
raided stuffed:shirts in:the: War De-
partment decided that the‘ only’ way:

t was to ask' the cannery workers.

consent tor the: demands: of the

nners.

THe' canniery unions, both CIO and

FI, foolishly  decided  to' yield  to
the War Department generals. They

LI
These unions say they are doing
something: to- aid-the! “defense” pro-
gram: All they-have'done!is give: the

canners the' opportunity to increase:
- their profits:at the: expense of: labor.

These* workers: are’ among’ the: most
exploited: in: the country: Their

wages! are  extremely low  and: the

work is seasonal. What do, the can-
ners care today about the 1942 gsea-
son? They are looking out for the
season of 1941. That is what the
workers and their unions should:have'
done. The workers can't eat in 1941
on what they think: they are® gomg
to get in 1942,

There is’ division:
in: their ranks. They were heartened

The: FTC.

keep. the basic 40-hour. week. but: 4

ANTAGONIZED *
UNION MEN

RICHARD FRANKENSTEEN

FROM-OUR WEST COAST CORRESPONDEN]

25¢ SUB' DRIVE'
The national drive to obtain: 200 in-

troductory 25 cent subs to LABOR:"
ACTIONis one’ month- old: w.lth"tlhis-
To date, 66 subs: have' been

issue.
received outside of New York City.
The total quota, excepting New
York's: quota of - 75; is 125/ new subs,
so that, in 50 per cent of the:time al-
lotted to this drive, we have achieved
a 50 per: cent result.

Received this week: were nine subs
from Lynn, two from Chicago Cen-
tral, five from St. Louis and one from
Akron:
ready obtained.eight subs on its quo~
ta of ten. Seven. were received this
week from a non-member of the
party, a member of the lumber and
sawmill workers union, who: writes
an enthusiastic' letter, -and' states
that he expects to send in more subs
shortly.

New York is this week beginning

an intensive campaign to fill its-quota’
of 75 subs. This- drive has been held-

up! until: now." pending: the' city’ con-
vention, which was held" last week,
and which enthusiastically endorsed
this. drive. They expect to fill their
quoti within a ‘féw: weeke.

The only branches that have filled

their quotas to date arer St.. Louis;

which has sent.in 27 subs, and: whose
quota was only: 10; and Lynn, with a
quota. of five, has obtained nine sub-
scriptions. Other branches that have
obtained several special subscriptions
are Chicago Central, Akron, Colum-
bus, Boston and Syracuse. ‘

But too many branches have not

vet even begun work on this: drive:
Among: them are: Los Angeles, San
Francisco, Chicago South Side; Bal-
timore, Worcester, Kansas City, Buf-
falg, Cleveland; Philadelphia
Washington.. Several of thiese have
written promising to send in some
subscriptions soon. What are you
waiting: for?

We ask: that all branches bend every:

effort for this campaign . . . certainly
not a difficult one to carry out, and
with an extremely low.quota to fill.
We urge all branches that have not
yvet responded to this drive to begin
now, today, to obtain the subserip-
tions required of them. We expect' to

hear from ALL branches concerning,

this drive during this week.
L : .
DISTRIBUTION DOPE

Los Angeles took an additional

1,000. copies of last week's issue con-
taining. stories on the North Ameri-
can' strike:. They report that the pa-
pél‘
They distribute the paper regularly

at” the’ CIO council;' at- the: shipyard-

workers union meetings and at an
aireraft plant. ;
Buffalo has increased its bundle of'

LABOR ACTIONS from' 30" to* 100"

copies and‘is-distributing-it' through

means of house-to-house work: near’

a largefactory.

St. Louis, at a recent America:
First' meeting in that: city,
NINETYLTWO:copies of LABOR AC-

TION. They write that' back issues:
wete’ sold’ as‘ readily- as’ the’ current:
issue and' that this' sale established:

an all-time- high for tlieir' branch!
Other branches please note these
reports. Go'and'do' likewise..

ve up time and a half for over-
ime.. This really means: giving’ up
e 40-hour week. There will be
overtime® but it will be paid’ for' at
the straight 40-hour rate. The unjens,
also stipulated that this should last
‘during’ the® 1941 canning’ season.

LABGR ACTION
114 West 14th Street
New York City.

a Capltal

for three months to:

NAME

| SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER!

25¢ For Three MBTI‘H’I‘S

Enclosed find 25 cents'for which please send LABOR ACTION

ADDRESS

CITY..

The* national' office’ has al--

North American Strikers, Wi th
ift Battle to New Field

Unbroken, Shi

1.0S ANGELES, June 10—Filled' with pride and,
determination, North American Aviation slllker$
wenl back to work Tuesday in a strategic maneu-
ver to carry out their struggle for “75-10” on a
new field of battle.

Deserted by the national CIO leaders, whose
support was crucial for immediate full' victory, the
strikers wisely chose to carry their picket lines
into' the* plant, where the U. S. Army bayonets
could’ not break theni.

This' decision was made by cheering’ strikers
numbering over 3,000 who attended -a special meet-
ingfifteen miles away from the plant, while other
strikers remained as near the “concentration’ camp”
as possible.

The- meeting: was called' by the strike: leaders
to analyze and recommend further action in. the
walkout.

. STRIKERS’' RANKS WERE SOLID

It was: evident that not' over 1,000 production’
workers out of 9,000! had gone back, despite the:
sending’ of 15,000 individual telegrams by the:com-
pany; appeals by' Roosevelt and the U. Si Army.

Key machinists and® welders’ departments in
particular wefte still solid on strike, and’ wﬂhbut
them: .10 production’ was’ possible.

Althnugh the army’s bayonets had d‘ispersed
all picket lines, even those which retreated five
miles from the plant, full victory was certain if
the national CIO gave support, because army tac-
ties had been too.crude and Roosevelt's hand: was
overplayed. - b

Instead, as the strike leaders pointed out, Hl.].l-
man, Murray and Frankensteen were doing the
opposite: praising Roosevelt’s sfrike-breaking and
trying to isolate the strikers from the entire labor
movement. :

Since pressure had been placed on the govern-
ment and the company for a real wage increase
through' the strike, and the union had become a
living, fighting reality 1o the North American
workers, a strategic retreat could bring real re-
sults if 'the' strikers understood clearly what was
involved. i

WORKERS UNDERSTAND THE' STRATEGY'

This was explained very clearly to the mass
meeting by Wyndham Mortimer, veteran of the

General Motors strike and key strategist in the

present situation.

The cheering response to the idea when it was
presented by the local strike and negotiating com-
mittee and outlined by Mortimer showed that the
workers had learned the lesson and saw the strat-
egy.

“We licked the company and the cops and we

stood the army off. If we had half the equipment.

one' of the members of the negotiating committes
pointed out!

e've welded together a militant union and
built up a do or die spirit which no bayonets can
take away from us. Let’s adopt the strategy of the
committee and carry on the battle,” another ex-
plained.

“We've publicized' to the entire world' the fact
that while we are getting only peon wages, the
company is rolling in profifs and'our demands are
justified,” it was said. |

“The conditions under which we return are'the
following: .

“l. No discrimination against anyone.

“2. Removal of the troops immediately.

“3. Immediate negotiations; for 756- cent mini-
mum and 10 cents an hour general raise.

“4. Removal of Richard T. Frankensteen -from
the scene and. the substitution. of George Addes,.
secretary-treasurer of the United Automobile
Workers.

“5. Immediate' reinstatement off our suspended ’
offiders- and ' international’ representatives.

“@i Withdrawal of the:army. order to tear up
union- eards of all returning strikers.

“7, Avmarch’ as a body of union) men into the
plant.

STRIKE THREAT IS ACE IN HOLE

If these were not granted—and many of them
were agreed to immediately—the strikers. pro-
posed: to parade té Vultee and other plants and.
call a- general strike of all aircraft workers:

This threat was the ace in the hole the strikers
had to assure themselves that the retreat would
bring proper results:

Roosevelt’'s pledge_to the strikers was read to
them by Phillip Connelly, state CIO presidént,
who reminded them that “the entire labor move-
ment is watching to see that he keeps that promise.

“Otherwise it will be clearly demonstrated: to
all those people; including the' national CIO lead-
ers, that the only purpose of the army here was
simply- to bust our union.”

These promises included adjustment of wage
scales and full recognition of the union:

“But don’t forget that the government isn't run-
ning . the company, the company is running the
government,” one strike leader added, to the
cheers of the mass‘meeting!

UNION WAS NOT BEATEN!
The crimes of the United States Army, its false

. arrests of the 19 sfrike captains, its breaking up

of all picket lines were pointed out by the union
attorney, who urged the strikers to'have long mem-
ories on this gcore, and they applauded this idea
strongly.

Spirit

egy of-using the army was to break morale and
thus.have the union fall apart, the high spirits and
drive of the strikers while making the shift in
their battle proves that the-government failed in
its aim,

Radio and newspaper reports throughout the
nation are trying to say the strike was broken.
That is 4 lie!

And that ‘the unioh is defeated: That is also
a lie,

Rather, the strxkers are in the: position of the
Minneapolis truck drivers during the first com-
promise negotiations in the famous'1934 strike; or
like the San Francisco longshoremen in their 1934
general strike situation, or the Ford workers after
the recent strike at River Rouge!

If this strike had occurred in Detroit or Flint
or some other strong union town; the situation:
would have worked out different even though the
CIO top leaders repudiated the strike. For the
rank andr file unionists-'in the- big- plants would: -
have seen' the' thing with theit own' eyes: and’
would have: pitchéd in solidly.

But Los' Angeles is still an open shop! town'
which' is on its way to organization and'there:aré:
young; inexperieficed, although magnificently: au

" dacious unionists here. The strike veterans off the'
" “Battle' of Bulls Run” in:Flint or the: Minnespolis

truckers, or the Frisco longshoremen would have

" been better'equipped in ideas and' experience' to

handle this.

That is why the strike of the: North American
Aviation workers takes' a unigque: and honorable
place in. the history of victories and advances: of
the CIO movement.

t n
WILL. YET WIN' THEIR'DEMANDS

Naturally, the strikers are going to be’ crossed
up a little, Roosevelt will do some double-crossing,
the company will try to'fire some militants, the
CIO. bureaucrats will try to- make a purge, But
the-union is-in a.good. position to handle this, pro-
vided: the men: stick together, as they give every
intention of doing!

Now that -the strikers have pulled in their:
horns and the terrific heat about the “wildcat”
walkout is off them, they are in a good position to
get wage increases, for everyone sympathizes with:
their demands. '

Failure to give concesssions on this point would
bring real support for another walkbut and the
company and Roosevelt know this fact.

The job of the labor movement is to under=
stand exactly what’ happenéd' here and not be
taken in by the tons: of defeatist propaganda
spread by the capitalist press which seeks to:scare
the union movement by falsifying: what happened
at North American.

There's nothing that will bring results: like a

and-

was enihusiastically received:

sold!

they had there wouldn’t be any need for a retreat,”

Local 544--

(Continued: fmw page 1)

ises he made at that time to grant
our union complete autonomy over
its local affairs so long as it observed
the constitution of the International
Union.

544 Achievements

Local 544 is proud of its achieve-
ments and. its leadership. Since 1934
this leadership helped to build a

powerful union of 6,000. members and’
has greatly raised the wages  and

working conditions of its members.
It has given aid. to many local or-
ganizations of labor and to every
progressive movement. It has helped
organize and secure uniform contracts
for several hundred thousand over-
the-road drivers in the eleven-state
area.. All this has been done within
the organizational framework of the
AFL. e
Join the CIO

In order to continue this construc-
tive work, it now becomes necessary
for Local 544 to change its allegiance.
Local 544 has accepted the invitation
to join the Congress of Industrial
Organizations in order to liberate it-
self from the dead hand of a reac-
tionary. dictator and to align itself
with: a more progressive section of
the' American labor movement. Its
CIO' charter will permit it to- move
forward at a faster pace and on a
wider- scale® to protect and promote
the interests of its membership, to
secure new wage gains to offset’ the
swiftly rising war’ cost-of living 'and
to find for itself and its members a
place in the American labor move-
ment whete:liberalism, militancy and
progtess willl be rewarded rather
than punished.

June 8, 1941.

Soldiers--

" (Continued from page 1)

the pickets as though to say:
can't help it!”

“We

CIO Misses Chance

During’ the evening, soldiers were
given brief leaves and. drifted in the:
crowd. A few of them obwviously had
orders to try to talle the strikers into
going’ back to work. But many of
them didn’t: And they told the:strik-
ers.they didn't relish the job given
them.

One of them: told a' group of'strik-
ers: “If you don't like your condi-
tions you: can still strike, but if we'
even protest it’s the.jug, and if we
disobey: it's the firing squad.”

Generally, the strikers felt that tha
soldiers didni’t like the job they were
ordered to do. That about sizes' up
the situation.

‘The CIO missed a glorious oppor-

tunity to show that it was with the :

, conseripts by not' utilizing- this situa~

tion to' come out with some demands
for pmtectlon off soldiers’ rights and

for a wage raise for them too. In
fraternizing with the soldiers,
strikers showed they insir;in'ctively
understood the need for a joint front

against the boys on top.

Not All British
Workers Fooled

A British committee carrying the
long title of Select Committee on
National Expenditure on' Factories,
at the end of May issued a very sig-
nificant report..

One of the facts brought out by
the report is that “absenteeism” is
causing the loss of thousands of man-
power hours every week in air-
craft factories.
that Sunday work be discontinued in
the industry, except for  the main-
tenance, plant repair and other es-
‘sential purposes.

But, having recommended
remedy for absenteeism, the report

goes on to point out that there would

always be a number of deliberate
absentees whether there was Sun-
day work or not, “as wages beyond a
certain figure go in. ever greater pro-
portion to income- tax.”

Thus we' see that amorig: those
“brave Britons"” are workers smart
enough to know that it is-not their
business to finance the imperialists
of the union jack in the bout with
the imperialists of the swastika

\ : ; s

‘Win Strike
At Huyler's

NEW YORK CITY—Huyler’s Restau-
rant Co. was very proud of-its com=-
pany union. Through this outfi the
bosses were able to force its bakers
to work 45 hours in defiance of the
interstate 40-hour week. They avoided
trouble by making out the payroll
sfor 40 hours, officially forgot the
other five hours and tried to make
the men forget it by sticking a 50
cent bonus onto their pay each week
—representing- five hours’ work at
ten cents an hour! The bossés even
got around the lunch hour require-
ment. B
One worker, however, got tired of
these- practices; and' had a' letter-
written to the: NLRB" in Washington,
asking advice.
On April 6, 22 men from the bake-
ry department formed a picket line

LET THE PEOPLE
VOTE ON WAR!

Since the major purpose of the Roosevelt strat-

the .

It was recommended

this"

strike,

rington Audiénce Hear
Shachtman Blast Jim-Crow

g
‘\~#
" a

WASHINGTON, D. C.; June 13—An audience of 40'Négro and white workers
heard Max Shachtman launch a bitter attack against' Jim: Crow, “the Amer-
ican- Way of Life for the Negro,” here tonight.

The meeting; one of the last in the coast to coast tour of the- national seec-
retary- of: the: Workers Party, was publicized by 1,000 leaflets calling on Ne-
groes to fight Jim-Crow in' the army. \ :

Shachtman discussed: the stated: war’ aim of President- Roosevelt, theipres-
ervation of the American way: of 'life, and pointed out that to Roosevelt and*
big business that meant preservation of huge war profits, foreign trade-and
foreign markets. To the workers of this country, espeecially’ to the' Negro
workers, defense of the American way of life means the defense of exploita~
tion and misery and Jim Crow. - . .

The speaker compared the huge increases in profits of the war corporations,
reaching several thousand per cent in' one year, with the lot of the Negro
worker who faces discrimination, unemployment and lynching from' the day
he is born to-the day he dies. Even when he is drafted into the army to fight
for “democracy” he is segregated and discriminated against.

The audience fesponded' favorably to the' presentation of the Workers
Party position of mass struggle by Negro and white workers to end the
scourge of racial discrimination. People who had never heard of the party
before: displayed unusual interest in our literature-and our press. Several
valuable contacts were made,

Overflow Crowd in Philly--

PHILADELPHIA, June 16—An overflow crowd heard Max Shachtman, na-
tional secretary of the Workers Party, present a clear-cut andi unambiguous /
program on “How to Stop Hitlerism.”

In brilliant fashion Shachtman analyzed the program and" the: personnel-
of the: Churchill, Daladier and- Roosevelt governments, the reasons for their
jnapi,lity to- stop- Hitlerism, and their willingness to .fasten Hitlerism around
the necks of the workers at home. '

“Free-the colonies,” said: Shachtman, “and- give the workers of the world -
a real reason and belief in the democratic forces of society. Maintain labor's
rights at home and give the German workers an example to follow. Nation-
alize the war industries under workerc; control.”

For one hour and a half he hammered away, laying down a program of
revolutionary action that stirred the audience.

In the appeal for funds, the-Workers Party. raised more: than $15.

The meeting closed with the singing of the Internationale. Several people
expressed their readiness to'join the party. \

under the leadership of Loecal 1,
Bakery, Confectionery Workers In-
ternational Union of America, AFL,

After' eighit weeks and five days,
during ‘which the company: closed:the
bakery, vowing it would not reopen
until completion of its great new
bakery in Long Island: City, the strlke
was: won.

Local 1 had announced that on
Saturday, June 7, a mass picket line
would walk™ before every: Huyler
store”in New York City (there are
10), and stores in Newark, Boston,
Baltimore and Chicago—25 men to a
storel On June 6, the company
yielded' and recognized Local 1 as
sole bargaining: agent for all Huyler
bakers.

Still to be agreed upon are the is-

sues of almost' nine weeks' back pay .

for. these men “and specific wage in-

| ereases. These questions are now in

the. hands. of the Joint Board, to be

decided on' the' basis of prevailing-
standards in other Local'l shops.

In addition to this, .all bakers will
receive one week’s: vacation with
pay and if any member should not
be rehired he will still receive that
paid’ vacation.

All the' men who struck must be -
rehired before any new hiring is
done. There will be no diserimina-
tion against pickets and full' senior=
ity. There will be no more depriving
the men of their lunch hour and
there will be an end to working five
hours' overtime for half a dollar!

We Demand: Higher™
Wages and Wori(el_'sf
Rights for Conscripts!)




LABOR ACTION

The following material was gathered by the American Commitiee for the.

Fourth International:

PARK AVENUE SHELTERS: “After building the finest air raid shelter
in the country at a cost of $96,000 in the garden of her mansion overlooking
v Torbay, Mrs. Ella Marion Rawcroft, 31 year old millionairess, has 'died with-

out using it. .

YA lift took us: more than 30 feet down below the ground intd a 50 yard
long corridor -with rooms opening out on each side. Then we went into the:
bedroom the millionairess had planned for herself. At the' head of the bed

was a.bronze plate with the words:
Mrs.. Raweroft left over $6,000;000. She was a
daughter of-a director of the Imperial Tobacco Co., Ltd:"

sweetly then. Goodnight.’

-

‘Angels are watching overhead. Sleep

(Daily Express.)

SOLDIERS: The number of soldiers in military prisons and detention

barracks on March 1, 1941, was: 2,971.

This represents four times the number

there were: in. March of 1940: - (British- New Leader.)

SAVING TIME:.

An- unexpected difficulty in thé‘ conduct of the war has

now- arisen,. it appears. Great Britain has so’ many allies- (all defeated) that
the BBC hasn’t time on. Sunday evenings to play all the appropriate national

anthems.

The Minister of Information told the House of Commons last week that it

was under consideration' whether it*wouldi not ‘be* a' good' plan to play a few
Jin turn: James. Maxton showed the-House a way dut of the difficulty.

“What about saving time and playing ‘The Ifternational'?” he asked

(Brmsh New Leader.)

{ TAXATION: A man earning $10.00 a week must pay $1.00 a- week in-

come tax.

] \

DANCES: Recruits to the almy; stationed at Ayr were assembled to hear
a leeture on dangerous pleasures to avoid.. These included dances at the
local Independent Labor Party hall which were henceforth banned!

ON THE BRITISH LABOR FRONT: .

(1) Dundee has joined the apprentices’ movement. An apprentices’ com-
mittee of young workers has been formed.

(2) Three thousand -coal miners in'

Durham have: come out on: strike,

('3')‘ About 400 employees of Stepney Council cleaning department stopped
- work in protest against the dismissal of a worker who refused to drive a truck

during night air raids.

(4) The South Wales Miners Federation declded to demand an 1mmedlate

increase of wages of $4.00. per week.

. (8} At the annual conference of the Scottish- Trade Union Congress, 75
‘out of 173 delegates voted against the pro-war, pro-Churchill resolution of

« the union bureaucrats:

(6) The British Broadcasting Company has been rorted to lift its ban on
Hugh Robertson;, conductor of the Glasgow Orpheus Choir. The ban was
placed: because he is a member of the ILP and a pacifist.

What the Ford Workers Need
To Complete Their Victory

By MIKE STEVENS

A fortnight ago the Ford workers
won a tremendous victory. Much has
already been written on the: signifi-
cance of th,l tic first ste
ong’ blow %giﬂi{%rs];scras‘lﬁ;d
.Ford myth- of invineibility and cast
aside his. “paternalism.” Threats of
terrorism, red-baiting, approaching
war and suppressive legislation, Bill
Green and his sell-out tactics were
swept away like tiny cobwebs.

n the past the Ford workers have
suffered much because of the AFL
bureaucracy's selfish craft interests.
Now the workers must be careful
that their victories at the picket line
and in the election are not watered
down across the negotiating table for
interests thdt are not theirs. The
election electrified the workers of
America and' the results of the con-
tract negotiations will either speed:
forward the American workers or
~else arrest the impetus for organiza-
tion that the. election has given the
entire country. The Ford vote was a
vote for mijlitancy! The Ford work-
ers would not be organized today if’
it were not for their own militant
tactics. These tactics must be con-
tinued, and developed by demanding
immediate autonomy for their local,
by their method of negotiating and
the agreement they sign and by play-
ing a progressive role at the coming
Buffalo convention of the UAW.

Local’ Autonomy
The Ford local will be larger than
many an entire international: union:
It will deal with one of the most vi-
cious anti-union companies in ‘the
county. Competent, progressive lead=
ership is necessary if the Ford local
is to develop into a militant union.
Conservative, routinist officials: will
' develop the local along innocuous,
company-approved- union: lines. The
Ford workers already have' a few’

traditions under' their belts, but thes

real development of their union hes
ahead:

During the organizational diive, on
the picket. line, in: the shops, during.
negotiations, the real leadership is
developing. _Not hand-picked Charlie’
MeCarthies, but the type that forced
the recent General Motors strike.

(The organization of the other Ford
plants and'a delegated body from all
ihe plants to check on the negotiat-
ing committee; the: creation of shop
committees in all departments, the:
organization of the AFL voters into
the CIO, -elimination of the recent
" speed-up- developments, election of
progressive delegates to the coming
convention—these® are only a few of
the immediate problems; and’ only a
rank and file controlled union can
militantly cope with them.
Negotiations < Y

During negotiations: Ford will at-
tempt, as his spokesmen: have already

-adiitted; to give the union the well-

known run-around. The company will

indist on an open shop agreement on
‘ theé phony: grounds that it will not
B B

il

arty to an “undemocratic’
agreement that forces workers who

voted' against the CIO into joining
it. Ford will claim that his.company
js different from all others, and in
slalling for time may even suggest

ernmezit survey. .Wage deter- ..

on sHould be arrived at on
some different basis, he will argue;
his production methods are different,
ete: The: UAW is not a new union
having to work out for the first time,
point by peint, an agreement in con-
formity with the peculiarities of the
industry. Nor does it have to. ques-
tion' whether the workers are. willing
to strike—they've proved that. Ford
is swamped' with government and
private- orders, there is money in the
UAW' and CIO {reasuries and the
entire- labor movement is behind the’
Ford workers. In other words, hand
Ford the closed shop union agree-
ment and' set the deadline for his
signature or strike.

Within the top officialdom there
are elements that are part and: parcel
of Roosevelt's war machine and they
don't want to expose their chief to
the dangers of a. strike. Also they
have illusions that government me-
diation boards will favor the work-
ers rather than Ford, who has shown
a hostile attitude toward. FDR. No
siree!" Not one single important point
must be left up to a mediation or
arbitration board, and the agreement
should not be signed unless the Ford
workers discuss and ratify it.

Conveption

At the recent Michigan CIO’ state:
convention and in a newspaper re-
lease, R. J. Thomas announced: that
he would’ bring -up on charges those
“radicals” in the' union who hold:
caucus meetings and, he added, “I do
not mean by this the members of the
CP,; either.” This statement reveals
that Thomas is aware that at'the con-
vention: there will be opposition' to
him''and’ to' the other officials of the:
union who did not carry out the mili-
tant demands of the workers during
the. past year. Thomas hopes with
such threats to prevent the orghaniza-
tion of an oppesition: group within
.the union which: will’ seriously: clial~
lenge the re-election of himself and

~ His co-thinkers. If an oppoesition
group ,with a progressive- program
develops, the Ford workers should
be part of it. The:present leadership:
dilly-dallied in the: GM: negotiations
and attempted to stop the: workers
from striking even' long after they
should have called' the' strike: as in~
structed. If the GM workers had not
struck they would never Have: re-
ceived their wage- increase: and: the-
Ford campaign would have sufféred
tremendously. When the Ford work-
ers decided to strike; Michael Wid-
man wired Washington that he was
afraid he could not prevent it, much
as he would have liked to.

The.Ford workers owe it' to them-
selves and the rest of the UAW mem-
bership to place real progressive
leaders in the place' of those’ officials
who not only have revealed no lead-
ership’ qualities but have refused' to
carry out the mandates of the mem-
-bersh;p.

WASHINGTON; D.C.—The death of M. Michael Edelstein, New
York congressman, after making an impassioned plea for racial

tion’s capital.
EXCLUSIVE
close touch with Con-

tolerance, has finally brought to-light the rising tide of anti-

‘ y Semitism, in the na-

Despite .the “hush-

hush" attitude on the

_ question, observers in

gress hgve seen this vicious tide begin as a mere ripple at the

outbreak of the European war and finally rise to a point where
it is.about to break out into. the open.

WHO IS TOM ABBOTT?

The beginning of the war brought two things to Capitol hill
—a ‘sudden influx of anti-Semitic mail and the appearance in
the halls of Congress of a mysterious figure; one' Tom Abbott.
Abbott, a tall, slender man, who always wears an American
Legion pin, has"successfully kept the entire staff of reporters
and employees on the hill' guessing,

As far as anyone knows, his only employment during the
two years he has been' walking around Congress -has been'a two-
week' job as investigator for the' House committee investigating
air'crashes. Yet he is always well-dressed, carries an expensive
brief case and eats in the high-priced Senate restaurant.

Every morning; he eats breakfast witl' “Our’ Bob” Reynolds,
alien-baiting: senator from: North' Carolina and: head: of the “Vin-
dicaters,” a native: American type of fascist organmization: Dur-
ing: the: rest of the day, Abbott spends his: time cornering any
Aryan-looking person -who will listen to him deliver long anti-

Semitic' harangues.

Hitler has’ been victorious; we haven’t much time, we
must have the guns and planes; there are millions: of Ne-
gro workers; you must hire some of them; this is impera-
tive' if we are to be prepared.”

(Continued from page 1)

ROOSEVELT SPEAKS IN THE BOSSES’ INTERESTS:

Roosevelt is saying to the white bosses that in their
own.interests, in order to assure the continued existence
of American capitalism, it is necessary for them, at least
temporarily, to modify their _]:m :Crow employment pol-
icies.

This: should be done not only to increase production,
says Roosevelt, but also to “strengthen our unity and mo-
rale.” That is, you can't get Negroes to believe that this
is a.war for democracy and against fascism. if you deny
them the simple opportunity to earn a living in the “de-
fense” industries. Roosevelt and the ruling class fear that
Negroes will become “radical.” We suspect that they are
a little alarmed that so many thousands of Negroes are
going into the trades unions, particularly the CIO. Negro
workers - are joining' hands with- the white workers and
fighting on the picket lines. They don’t dare talk about

‘Hitler Puts the Squeezé on Stalin-- "

. led, however.

6ccasidnally he has a Batch of literature for distribution, in-
cluding Pelley publications, and he professes to be a strfong ad-
mirer of Father Coughlin, fascist radio priest. Abboit -has popu-
larized a slogan among some of: the numetous- Capitol Hill em-
ployees who listen to him that: _

“The Jewish theme song is ‘Onward Christian Soldiers.!”

Abbott consistently argues-that this war ‘_is a “Jewish war”
and that “our kind of people should have nothing to do with it.”

He hints darkly that several congressmen' who' voted for the:

Lend-Lease' Bill told him “I know this is a bill sponsored by a
lot of Jews, but I have to vote for it.”

INFLUENCES MANY IN lS(}I';ATI(’.!Nl‘ST-BLO'(’}-I

That his influetice is being felt was evidenced’by a speech'
made during the Lend-Lease debate by Rufus Holman, Oregon
senator, who is a close friend of Reynolds. Holman, in- his
speech, said it must be admitted that Hitler freed'Gern}any from
“international bankers.”

-Although several of the best reporters in Washington have’
inquired . into Abbott's past regord, they know nothing: more
than his own. explanation tHat he is a former war veteran.
Other than that, he is just “a fellow named Tom Abbott.”

His influence at the present" time is mores apparent among
isolationist senators opposing President Roosevelt's war policies.

. Yet several of the'stronger administration supporters-such: as

Carter Glass of Virginia and- Allen..J. Ellender of Louisiana—
have "said: privately that “the lid is going to blow off on this
Jewish guestion soime one:of these days.”

Burton K. Wheeler, leader' of the' Senate-isolationist bloe, is
a strong believer in racial tolérance but he has kept quiet on

arch on Jul

Negro “fifth columnists” and Negro "subversivc'clements."
This will fly back and-slap them:in.the face. They know
as well as the Negroes themselves-how valid the grievances

- ol the Negro are.

This “memorandum” of Mr. Roosevelt is, therefore,
not the act of any “gréat humanitarian,” but the act of
an arch imperialist hell-bent for war.

We do not mean of course that Negroes should not
welcome this partial victory. They should welcome: every
concession. They should seize on and exploit this small
beginning for all that it is wortl. They should not be mis-
They haven’t got the jobs yet. And Jim-
Crow still exists in the federal government. Roosevelt
strangely left this out of his: “memorandum.” Further-
more, his statement to the employers could have been
made far stronger. If ke does not already have the power,
lie could have insisted that Congress grant lium the author-
ity to withhold contracts from industries that practice dis:
crimination.

THE NEGRO MUST FIGHT FOR' H1S UEM!&NUS* :
When' we say that Ncgroes should not be mislqd, we
mean concretely that they should. intensify preparations

*
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the subject out of fear he will lose men like Reynolds and Ho

mah, . :
Edelstein’s deéath followed a House speech By Jeanette Rana
kinj. Mississippi demagogue with “scared hair,” in which ‘she
referred to our “interational Jewish brethren” whorare'allég-
edly causing the war. What the papers did NOT say was that
Miss Rankin has been making such' speeches: almost daily fo

the past two:years. '

Newspapers, fearing. to lose’ circulation, ighored Miss Rankin

completely until Edelstein’s: death' forced them to' print the

story. Furthermore; other members of the House refused to-
" take her speeches seriously.

FAMOUS FORGERY I8 CIRCULATED

Meanwhile, office after office is flooded with' anti-Semitic
mail, including the famous forgery, “The Protocols of’the El-
ders of Zion,” which' has been mailéd free to various: congress-.
men with NO indication' of whete they came' from. ' Another

publication' is a: weekly known as The' Pink Slip~al four-page
sheet_prinfed on pink paper and filled with vicious anti Semitic
material.

The author of The' Pink Slip* is unknown' and: NO name ap~
pears on theé masthead. Under duestioning, NO' congt‘essman.
will adinit that he can trace its source. N

The' latest issue' contained a- charf known! as' “The' Jewish
Hierarchy” which repeated the underground: rumors that Presi=
dent Roosevelt's real name. is: “Rosenfeld” and listed. all Jews¥in
high government positions. The-chart apparently did NOT try
to ‘be accurate since such well known: “Arvans” as. Attorney
General Robert H. Jackson were included.

for the march.on Washington, The Roosevelt statement
increases the necessity for the march: The head.of the

-government has officially. admitted that all-the things that

Negroes and their friends have been saying about: Jim-
Crow are true. But conditions will not change just be-
cause Roosevelt admits the validity. of the grievances and_
says that something must ‘be done to see that Negroes
get’ jobs.

The Negro people’ must continue to' press their de~,
mands. RIGHT NOW THE BEST MEDIUM FOR
THIS IS THE MASS MARCH ON WASHINGTON.
This is the' only effective way to translate into fact Rooses

velt’s “memorandum.” Mere literary assertions of agree- .
.ment in the Negro press will accomplish nothing. Negr@as

should 'show Roosevelt that they appreciate his “memo-
randum;” By a’ great organized, militant mass. demonstra-
tion in Washington. This is- the kind of demenstration

" that the committee in charge has called' for.

The Workers Party gives its support to this demonstra-
tion.. THE PARTY CALLS ON ITS MEMBERS: AND

'FRIENDS EVERYWHERE TO- AID-IN EVERY POS-

SIBLE MANNER TO MAKE THE MARCH ON.

' WA%I—IINGTON A REAT SUCCIZSS - J
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Let us consider the present-situa--

Au Out.

Rt 1§ 20 3 R

; relations”

(Continued trom page 1)

Now, what does Moscow mean by
the word CLEAR in the above sen-
tence? Does this mean that the Ger-
mans did in fact propose a new
agreement but that the Russians_did
not consider it clear enough? Dees
Moscow mean by that that. it didn't
¥Yke the German terms and found
them incomprehensible?

Let us proceed now to the second
paragraph: of the statement. “Sec-
ond. ACCORDING TO INFORMA-
TION AT THE DISPOSAL OF THE
USSR, Germany abides by the pro-
visions of the Soviet-German pact
of non-aggression as unswervingly
as. the Soviet Union, in view of
which, IN THE OPINION: OF SO-
VIET QUARTERS; rumors on Ger-
many's intention to d#¥rupt the pact
and undertake attack on the USSR
are devoid of any . ground, whereas
the dispatching of German troops
relieved from operations in the Bal-
kans to eastern and northeastern dis-
tricts of Germany which now is tak-
ing. place is connected; IT SHOULD
BE ASSUMED, with other motives
having' no bearing on Soviet-German
(emphasis mine through-
out—M.S.).

According to Tass, therefore, Ger-
many is abiding! by the provisions. of
the: Soviet-German pact ACCORD-
ING: TO INFORMATION AT THE.
DISPOSAL OF THE USSR. Now,
doesn’'t Moscow really know? Is it

* hinting® that perhaps it doesn’'t have

all' the' information on this vital
point? Or does it have  all the in-
formation and pretend that there are
some things that it has not been in-
formed about and which it doesn't
like?

It is to' be noted’ that there is - one
thing: the above sfatemenit unambig-
uously- confirms, and'that is that Ger-
man: troops‘weré actually moved from
the' Balkans to' easterm and north-
eastern’ Germany. It is a- faet then
that. German troops have been moveid
to: face' the Russian frohtiers along
the entire line'of the Russian annexed®
territories of Lithuania: and’ Poland!
And this the Russians say SHOULD
BE:  ASSUMED: to have no: connection
with: German designs on Russia! Why
does the' Kremlin only assume this?
Here' again isn't" it sure, doesn’t it
know? /

Finally there are the third and
fourth paragraphs. “Third. The
USSR, as follows from its peace pol-
icy, abided and intends to abide by
the provisions of the Soviet- Germ‘an
non-aggression pact, in view of which
rumors to the effect that the USSR is
preparing for war with' Germany are
false' and provocational.”

“Fourth. Summer camp drills of
the Red Army reservists held at pres-
ent and forthcoming maneuvers have
no; other'purpose’ than the training' of

reservists and the checi;mg- of the
work of railroad organization, car-
ried out, as it is known, every year,
in view of which to present these
measures of the Red Army as inimi-
cal to Germany is, at least t{o say,
absurd.”

Paragraph three of the statement,
of course, says nothing new. Mos-
cow's dogged clinging to the Hitler-
Stalin pact is once more emphasized
and if possible even more frantically
than ever. It is indeed false to spread
any- rumors that Russia intends to at-
tack Germany. It is not provoca-
tional, as the Tass statement says.
Only those who are suffering from
hallucinations would spread any
such rumor. The truth is that no-
body has.

The same thing goes for paragraph’
four insofar as it can be interpreted
as: preparations' on the part of the
Red Army to attacki Germany: How-
ever, what is significant in: this' para-
graph is its references to the train-
ing of reservists and: to the work of
railroad: erganization. This is equiv-
alent fo-saying that Russia has: called'
out the: reservists, or in other words,

Russia is fully mobilizing in'the event’

of a’' German attack. The Russians

also want' the Germans to' know that-

they are perfecting their railroad:
organization as it is' this: which: is:
considéred' the weakest part of the
Russian' military. structure:
weakness was demonstrated {o the
whole world' during' the' Finnish-Rus-
sian! war,

Up to now Stalin and’ Hitler have
acted more or less in concert while
sharing their spoils. So long as Hit-
ler was engaged on a vital front in
Europe Stalin was bribed for the
invaluable service that he rendered
by keeping the eastern- front in a
state of benevolent neutrality and’
by ‘supplying the German war econ-
omy with important Russian prod-
ucts. Up to this point it was a give
and take proposition.
of this that we have maintained since

the beginning of the war that Stalin:
will stick to Hitler so long as the:

latter remained strong. We' said also
that Hitler would “collaborate” with

Stalin’ and bribe him so long as the:

former still had before him the for-
midable: British. adversary. We pre-
dicted: that if there should be a break
between Hitler and: Stalin while Hit-
ler was still strong: this would be:bex
cause Hitler would do the"breaking:

Germany has not yet won the war.
Ty achieve this she must not only
finish off Great Britain but also con-
tend with the United States. How-
ever, with the conclusion of the Bat-
tle of the Balkans and the’Battle, of
Crete he has become the absolute

master of Europe. It is this fact that

gives the reports of German-Russian
tension' an indubitable’ validity.

This:

It is because:

tion. The first thing to: be’ observed
is that Hitler no longer is faced with
the danger of a war on two fronts.
If Germany were to invade Russia
on what otlier front could Russia ex-
pect an ally to aifack Germany® The
British could hardly expect to invade
the Continent from the' British Isles;
at least not for some time to come, if
at all, If the English Channel has:
been a real enough obstacle: to the:
Germans, how much more is it to the
British, who are not nearly as'strong?'

The other possible bridgehead o
the European Continent for an. allied:
army is Greece and Greece is gone.
In Europe today Hitler has at every
point an -undoubted superiority—in
men, mechanized equipment and: air
power. An allied invasion of Europe
at the present fime is scarcely a pos-

sibility. The Germans on the other -

hand feel that they can take the Rus-
sians: over without too much- trouble.

It is natural that if Hitler sees a
long: war before him Dbecause of
American intervention he' will at-
tempt to consolidate his position at-
Russia’s expense. That- means in the
first place: to acquire the food with
which to: feed Europe in' the: dark
winters- to. come: It also* means- to
acquire oil and raw materials for the
German' industrial machine, It
means further the opening up' of the
Russian” market- to- facilitate the: or-
ganization. of Hitler’s: “new order”
in: Europe: In aﬂditmn to all this,
Hitler's path' to the Suez  Canal’ fronr
the East, to the Middle and Near.
East and: even to India lies: through-
the south: of Russia.

It is this reality that makes-it im-
possible for us to dismiss the present
rumors and reports of Russia and
Germany. We have pointed-out pre-
viously that with the conclusion of
the Battle of the Balkans, Moscow's
brief show of independence' toward
Berlin had come to- an end: This
was confirmed by Russia’s subsequent:
severing of relations with the gov-
ernments in' exjle” of the countries’
oceupied’ by Hitler and the' extension:
of Russian recognition to the short-
lived anti-Btitish government of Iraq.
These moves showed’ which way the
wind ' was' blowing. The new inter-
national situation—Germany on the
Black Sea' and the Dardanelles, Brit-
ain-excluded from the European Con-
tinent and American aid as-yet in the
preliminary stage~—has frightenied the
the Kremlin' bureaucracy.

Whatever the claims that Hitler is
pressing’ against, Stalin® (these are
§till in' the' secretive stage) we know
that the latter will go a long way
toward meeting them rather than run
the risk of war. Stalif knows that

war with- Hitler will': mean the' end«

of his ignomimo/ns régime, To» hold
on; to- maintain himself in power, is
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the beginning and the end of all: hi&_

wisdom.,.

We have written. that'it was just
for such- a:situation as-exists at pres-
-ent that Stalin took” over the' pre-
miersHip: of 'Russia; We said that for
thHe leaps- that Stalin® will have to

take into the unknown it is neces- -

sary for him to assume the mantle:
of leader or head of state whose: de-
gisions: are: unquestioned and- who
demands complete faith: from the
masses. In such a position Stalin will
attempt to' go very' far in meeting
Hitler's: demands; However unpopu=
lar such a course may be with the
Russian people. We have seen the
same thing happen to Petain: in his
capacity ag-head of the French state:

We: do not believe' that Hitler is-
going: to' invade Russia now.. What.
we do want to emphasize, however,
is“that for'the first' titne since the be-
ginning: of the war he is in‘a- posi-
tion® to- do' so. without running any
terrible risk. What is more;, Sialin
knows this, If Hitler" does not attack
Russia: it’ will not: bé' because' he is:
bluffing. Rather- it. will be because
Stalin will. give in to his demands.
Continued “collaboration” between

‘Germany and' Russia’ can be expected

for the time being. Hitler does not
yet have to demand: the Ukraine, He
can demand’ its products and install
German' technicians to' see that he
gets them with the greatest possible
efficiency: The demand for ‘the
Ukraine itself can be made latér on
and' once German “technicians” are
there the separation’ ought to: be ac-
complished. with. greater ease..
_Another claim that Hitler may be

accord him' the aid-and the facilities
whereby he can drive against the:
Suez Canal froh the East. Here too
we think that Stalin will. yield. For
tHe' present all this yielding will' be
done in a' way that will attempt to
give the impression that Stalin and’
Hitler are still bosom  pals: However,. -

even®after this Hitler will not: be:

through.. It is. to be expected that:

he will press one claim affer an- -

otler on' his unfortunate partner:and
the next one: will always be more:
drastic’ than the. one beﬁore

It is-not beyond the realm-of poss
sibility that Stalin would even go, S0
far as to give up the Ukraine should®
Hitler move to’ attack: him!in' case! of!
refusal. This prospect-once advanoed!
by Trotsky shortly after the signing.
of tHe Hitler-Stalin pact does™ not

look as- remote as: it looked’ then:' 1€

is* possible: that- Stalin® had: just- such:
an eventuality in mind when: he took
upon himself the formal he&dship‘ of
the' Soviet' Union.

Finally Hitler's queez_in‘g' of R-us-v

sia’is Bound to:have an adverse: effect’
on the chances for victory of Great’
Britain ‘and America. The threat of
war' against Russia will no dotbt
raisé some hope ‘in the camip' of tHe
“appeasers” both in England-and: the:
United States. However, even war
against. Russia’ can not now' bring
about’ a negotiated’ peacel’ Sucht ar
peace” will leave Germany too. strong
and Britain too weak to. be accept:
able to either the British' or Amer-
ican: rulers: WHat is more’ likely' is
an. intensification of: ‘thé: war: effort:
on: the part of all the-protagonists.
As the war approachés-its third yedr

making on Stalin is that t_ﬁe'l'attéfthé".pt:dspet'ts “of ; pedce reﬂed'q 'é'_tléf"
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LABOR

ACTION

OUR PROGRAM AGAINST
" THE WAR .

Against both imperialist war canips!
For the third camp of World Labor
and the colonial peoples!

_For the right to strike! For the defense
of cibil liberties and all workers’ rights!
.Stop the persecution of aliens. Against
the M-Day plans and war-time dictator-
sh:p. '

; Thu'ty hours a week thirty do!lars min-
imum pay! Time amf a half wages for
‘overtime above 30 hours, For increased
toages to meet the rising cost of living.

1'- %

Let the people vote on war! For the
rtght of youth to vote at the age ‘of 18
—old enough to fight, old enough to
vote!

Not a man, not a cent for Wall Street’s
war! ‘A capital levy to cover the costs
of imperialist war. No indirect taxes
‘on the people.
‘Conscript the war
workers’ control!

industries under

- Expropriate the “Sixty Families”—the
three per cent of the people who own
ninety per cent of the wealth!

‘No government contract without a un-
-ion contract!

Abolish secret diplomacy! Open the
files of the State Department.

Full workers® rights for conacnp:s,—the
right to organize and to bargain col-
lectively with the officers, the right of
Jree speech, press and assembly.
Double the wages of the conscripts!
Former employers to pay the wage dif-
Jerential and guarantee return of the
job.

Withdraw all armed forces )‘rom terri-
tory outside the United States. Free
the colonies. Hands off Latin America.

Down with Jim-Crow and anti-Semi-
tism! For full social, economic and
political equality for Negroes. End dis-
crimination against Negroes in indus-
try and in the trade unions.
For Workers’ Defense Guards against
fascist and vigilante attacks!
o For an Independent Labor Party.
For 'a workers’ government and a peo-
ple’s _army! No confidence in the
R It gove 1 .
_For Peace through Socialism. For the
Socialist United States of the Americas,
for the Socialist United States of Eu-
rope, for the World Socialist Federa-
tion.,

You Can’t Serve
: Jﬂu&o'

wo Masters

The uttempt of Philip Murray and other

high ClO officials to extricate themselves.

from the trap set. for them by Roosevelt,
Hillman, Knudsen and the “’Mediation”

oard demonstrates once again what hap-
pens to labor leaders whenever they attempt
to serve two masters.

Murray’s difficulties began of course
when he accepted a place on the ""Media-
tion” Board. LABOR ACTION explained,

hen this board was established, that it was

strlkebreakmg” outfit. Its function was

to enforce “cooling off"’ periods without the -

hecessﬁy for recourse to congressional ac-
ion. Workers were to bé asked to submit
their grievances to the board before calling
trikes. The board then would act as ‘me-
diator’’ between the workers and the com-
pany. While this was going on the com-
pany would go its way, the workers" griev-
ances would still exist, and in the course of
the delay the morale of the workers would
be broken. In the long run they would get
'nowhere. “This is strikebreaking, and it is
nonsense- and assininity to call ‘it by any

other name.
When Murray went on the ’Mediation’’
Board he helped lay the foundation for just
hat happened at the North American
strike. All that the bosses afid the govern-
ment wanted was the' opportunity to “‘soft-
" the most aggressive of labor’s leaders

so that at the opportune moment these lead- -

ers could be used as a shield for the bosses’
attacks on labor. The capitalist press un-
derstood this thoroughly. Immediately fol-
lowing Frankensteen’s official speech at
Ndrth American, and Murray’s statements
on the lumber workers’ strike, the press be-
gan at once to write columns about the atti-
fude of ‘‘responsible’” labor leaders. The
"responsible’’ labor leaders were against
the strikes. These fine upstanding citizens,
these labor statesmen, according to the
Co'pita‘list press, were ready to move -with
vigor against the “‘communists’’
“subversive' elements in the ranks of labor.
Murray, Frankensteen and the others
became heroes overnight to the big bosses
and the government. These “‘responsible’”
leaders were preparing a purge of the CIO,
a "'red hunt’’ was under way, there might be*
a “split” into a “'right’ ‘and "'left"’ wing.
-1t was at this point that Murray evidently
egan to underﬁtand what was going on and

mething of the meantng of labor of his:
being a ”Mediation’, Board member. \ln a

cular letter to the ClO he said that:

P g sk Sy e el o ol R

and other .

- serye one or the other.

the past few weeks a great many . . . fan-
tastic stories have been printed in the pub-
lic press about splits, purges, red hunts,
etc., taking place in the-Congress of Indus-
trial Organizations. . . . | did not deem it
advisable to dignify idle or malicious gossip

with formal denials, nor in any other way
"to add fuel to a press‘campaign which was

little concerned with the '‘best interests of
the CIO. .. . We have no ulterior subver-

- sive purposes, nor do we tolerate attempts

to divert our efforts to these or other ends
foreign to collective bargaining and the ad-
vancement of labor's interests . ... at the
same time the CIO has never engaged in
witch-hunting . . . neither by word nor deed
have | lent any encouragement to the cur-
rent slander campaign against the loyal
Amencans who represent the ClO and its
‘unions.”

» What Murray perhaps still does not un-

- derstand is- that although this campaign

against the CIO was malicious, it was not
“idle.”” 1t was well planned and timed by
the government and the bosses. The bosses
and the government knew that ‘a tangled
web had been woven about Murray. They
knew of Murray’s anti-communist attitude
and his staunch and fervent .patriotism.
They schemed to take advantage of this
and succeeded. They were willing to for-
get their fright and apprehension over Mur-
ray’s speech at the last CIO, convention in
which he took a sock at those who said that

he would be easier for the bosses to deal
with than Lewis.

Bosses Haven’t Finished

At the proper time Roosevelt. and the
bosses struck a blow at labor. They did it
_with the army. They took this drastic step
because they were convinced that they had
the top CIO leadership on their side. They
used the North American situation as a
laboratory, as a testing ground for ideas
and actions which the bosses have had. in
mind for a long time, They didn’t dare act
because they feared the CIO workers. They
still fear the workers but they feel some-
what reassured after the performances of
Murray — and Frankensteen on Murray's
orders.

Murray should get it clearly in his head
ithat Roosevelt and the bosses are ‘not fin-
ished yet. They have other tricks up their
sleaves. - Murray’s mild statement about
“malicious gossip,” and ‘‘malicious slan-
ders” by the bosses will not be very effec-
tive in stopping the drive against the un-
ions. Bosses have never been known to be
influenced by statements from labor lead-
ers unless the statements were directives’to
the workers to take to the picket line.

s

Murray Must Choose

Also we would like to say a word on that
part of the Murray statement where he
talks of ““democratic and constitutional
controls’’ in the CIQO. This statement'is
only partly true. The CIO and some of its
constituent unions, especially the SWOC,
could be greatly improved by a little more
internal democracy. Also we are not con-
vinced that the procedure at North Amer-
ican was a democratic one. The workers
voted to strike and they voted to remain
on strike. They never did vote to return to
work. They were driven back by soldiers
with bayonets, and by Murray and Frank-
ensteen. Not only this but the leaders of
the; local were arbitrarily and bureaucrati-
cally removed from office and barred from
the plant. This means that they lost their
jobs and therefore their means of liveli-
hood.” This all ‘happened in line with the
plans of the government and the bosses be-
cause Murray submitted. and in this. situa-
tion, at least, capitulated to the bosses.

Murray’s headaches are not over. He
will be compelled to go even farther in his
collaboration with their bosses and their
government. They will tolerate no half-
hearted support. They are about to embark
on the most-brutal and extensive imperial-.
ist adventure in the history of the world.

"They must smash the unions and the work-

ing class. The workers show no inclination
to lick the boots of the bosses. The ruling
class can only succeed if they can get the

. support of men like Murray and Green.

Murray must make a choice. Either com-
plete and militant leadership of the work-
ers or become a captive of the bosses and
their government. The workers should de-
mand that Murray choose. The first con-
crete step in choosing the side of the work-
ers today is for Murray and all labor lead-
ers to get off the ""Mediation’! Board. They
should resign from this and all similar
boards: repudiate them and all they stand
for. They can not serve two masters: the
bosses and the workers. They can only

Let Us Act Now to Defend
Labor’s Right to Strike - -

(Continued from page 1) _
who has done a little strikebreaking
of his own, branded the Vinson bill
as “a blow to free labor in America.”

And Philip Murray (the same Mur-
ray who shamefully joined in the hue
and ery against the North American
and lumber strikers, the, same Mur-
ray who is a member of the Media-
tion Board) spoke out against the
Vinson "bill in terms far more posi-
tive and forthright, of course, than
Deacon Green. Murray charged that
to defer' the right to strike for 30

- days would destroy the right to strike
“since it forces workers to refrain '

from acting to defend their rights
while allowing the employers to pro-
ceed with attacks on the union.”

Further: “THE BILL AUTHORIZES -

THE BOARD TO ENFORCE ITS OR-
DERS THROUGH THE USE OF
COURT INJUNCTIONS WITH VIO-
LATIONS 'TO BE PUNISHED BY
CRIMINAL PENALTIES FOR CON-
TEMPT OF COURT. UNDER THIS
SECTION THE WORKERS WOULD
BE SUBJECT TO CRIMINAL PUN-
ISHMENT FOR EXERCIZING
THEIR BASIC AMERICAN RIGHT
TO STRIKE.”

More than that, however, Murray
realized that he had burned his fin-
gers, and the fingers of the whole
labor movement, by his ill-advised
remarks on the lumber strike and its
leaders. In a letter issued earlier in
_the week 'to all affiliated unions of
the CIO, he came out flatly against
witch-hunts in the union movement,
denounced press stories of impending
purges in the CIO as slanderous and
affirmed that
stitutional controls are provided” in
ithe CIO.

The sharpest challenge against the
Administration’s schemes came from
Labor’s Non-Partisan League. With-
out mincing words, the League, of
which John L. Lewis is chairman,
branded the week of June 9 as “the
blackest in American labor history.”

“In a virtual tidal wave of reaction
—said the LNPL statement—the Ad-
ministration sponsored legislation
that advances far along the totali-
tarian path of forced labor. It em-
braced compulsory arbitration, per-

verted the conscription act into a |

strikebreaking weapon, deserted the
unemployed [by slashing wnelief ap-
propriation 35 per cent], accepted a
blanket pondemna.tinn of strikes and,

Bayonets--

(Continued from page 1)
brought out the two main lines of
capitulation or struggle ai{-iin'ﬂ the
Roosevelt union-busting campaign.

Fearing to take a clear stand on
the matter, Connelly, backed by
Wyndham Mortimer and L. U. Mich-
‘ner, UAW leaders who directed the
strike, introduced a substitute mo-
tion to endorse Murray's letter, and
thus the whole debate was avoided.

The Murray. letter, incidentally,
contained some sharp and absolutely
false statements about “subversive”
groups within the CIO.

‘The strategy of the unionists slated
for the widely - publicized Hillman
purge apparently is going to be a
defense around the slogan of “unity
in this hour of crisis,” ete.

While the CIO continued its tur-
bulent life and activities here, the
AFL machinists signed a sell-out con-
tract at Consolidated Aircraft cover-
ing 14,000 workers at San Diego.
Wage provisions are a 55 cent mini-
mum after three months' service—
815 cents less than that obtained by
the CIO at Vultee, \

Behind this entire story of the
struggles within the union movement
and the role of the army, etc, lies
one basic fact: the 75,000 aircraft
workers want higher wages and are
determined to get them. All these
moves are directed by Roosevelt or’
Frankensteen or the army to help
the companies stop this demand.

We should add that the army's
presence here is supposed 1o terror-
ize not only the North American
workers but all aircraft worKers.
“This is what you'll get if you ask
for wage increases,” is the unspoken
speech of the army officials for Roo-
sevelt.

But to no avail. The squeeze of
the cost of living and lousy condi-
tions and wages is a more powerful
force than the army in determining
the future of the struggle.

Bosses Run Plant
Since so many newspapers speak

about the army control of the plant; _

perhaps it's worth reminding our
readers that this is pure bunk.

The company officials are in full
control of production, their profits
haven’t stopped one second, they are
living in paradise right now, since
that terrible thing called the union
isn't bothering them at present with
negotia{ions.

The company didn't have the nerve
to fire the union committee. It was
scared of the ‘union’s stfength. The

. army graciously performed this finky

job for the company.

The army didn't seize the plant. It
smashed the picket lines and opened
the plant so that company officials
could again run production and make
profit from labor.

The army had only one role here.
strike-hreakmg which made the old
National Guard actwitles look like
the work of little: angels. :

finally, ordered federal troops with
bayonets drawn on strikebreaking
duty. . . . What makes the situation
especially grave is the fact that none
of these sweeping assaults on labor
could have succeeded without Ad-
ministration sanetion.”

“Along the path of ' totalitarian
forced labor” is right. Without the
right to strike, without the right to
act in its own protection, labor is
confronted with the alternative:
work on the bosses’ and the govern-
ment's terms . . . or vyou'll be
FORCED to work. And on the
march along this totalitarian path,
all that body of legislation which the
New Deal “friends of labor” so gra-
ciously “gave” us (under the pres-
.sure of labor’'s demand)—the Norris-
La Guardia anti-injunction act, the
Wagner act, etc.—all this will be
dumped overboard.

For a time Roosevelt went easy.
~Here and there an anti-labor bill or
amendment was passed by Congress.
Many were passed in state }egisla-
tures. But, for the most pari, Roose-
vell pre_fei'red to go easy, preferred
not to risk the wrath and resistance
of labor. Now, however, now that
war—"shooting” war—is a matter of
days or weeks, Roosevelt has dropped
the friendly mask and gone aftfer
labor with both barrels blazing.

Labor didn’t want war, wouldn't
join the boss army—he forced con-

starvation wages in the face of rising
prices and ‘stupendous profits — he
acts to FORCE labor to work.
Laborecan resort to its unions in:its
own protection—he moves to smash

- ithe unions, to bind them in totalitar-

ian bonds. Will .the concentration
camps come nexi?

The answer to that, and to every
one of the union-busting’” machina-
tions of Roosevelt's war dictator- -
ship, rests with us. The union move-
ment, save for a few rats like Sidney

Hillman, that horrible lickspitile of

the bosses, and OPM errand boy, has
spoken. . All that needs to be done
now is to translate verbal denuncia-
tion, and speeches, and letters into
action:

Up to now labor has struck against
a specific set of plant or industry
grievances. These strikes have proved
labor’s might.

Why not a sirike to defend the
right to strike?

Why not a strike to warn the gov-
ernment against imposing the bond-
age of foreed labor on us?

Why not mass demonstrations?

Why not united union action?

WHY NOT?

LABOR HAS THE POWER. TO,
DEFEAT  EVERY REACTIONARY
BILL IN CONGRESS!

LABOR HAS THE POWER TO
DEFEND EVERY GAIN IT HAS
WON!

“democratic and con--

LABOR HAS THE POWER TO
WIN NEW VICTORIES!

‘Nothing to Lose
But Their Chains’

By TED LYONS

We found the building. It was one of the block after block of ramshackle
slum tenements that lean against one another for support. The hallway was,
dark and dirty, ald the steps moaned and groaned as we made our way up
to the third floor. Each floor in the building was sub-divided into many little
apartments. Before the door of one of these flats we stopped—and knocked.

A young Negro girl, with an infant in her arms, opened the door. She
looked at us with both suspicion and surprise. It isn't customary for white
people to pay any social calls to the homes of Chicago Negroes in their South
Side ghetto. We explained our visit:

Buried in the back pages of the morning paper was a brief article. It said
that the federal grand jury had returned an indictment charging William Tol-
iver Cunningham, a cotton planter of Oglethorpe County, Ga., and his attor-
ney, Hamilton McWhorter of Lexington, Ga., with conspiracy to keep Negroes
in slavery and, peonage. The article further stated that the complaining wit-
nessés were three Chicagoans who fled from Georgia. Their names and ad-
dress were given; and that was about all of this startling piece of news.

What we, as reporters from LABOR ACTION, wanted, was to hear the
story of these men who had escaped from this Georgia hell. We made clear
what sort 6f a paper LABOR ACTION is and where it-stands on the questlon
of Negroes' rights. We were invited in.

scription, )
Labor has refused to work for

NO WONDER THE BOSS PRESS BURIED IT!

It was a small place and every bit of space was made use of. Beds seemed
to be all over the rooms. The inevitable chalk statue of Joe Louis rested on
a prominent spot. A few pictures of some movie stars, clipped from the roto-
gravure section of the Sunday papers, hung on the drab, colorless walls. An
impressive looking, well built young Negro came forward to shake our hands
and ask us to sit down while he went to call in a couple of the fellows who
had been involved in this slave case.

No wonder the boss press didn’t give this story a big splash! To call Cun-
ningham's prison a “plantation” would be about ‘as accurate as calling Hitler's
concentration camps “health resorts.” We just sat and listened to what these
“free” Negro citizens of “democratic” America had to say.

A gray haired, thin, crotchety old Negro was talking. He was Dennis
Thomas, 55 years old. We leaned close to him because he spoke in such a
weak voice,

“You'll have to ask your questions in a loud voice, young 'un. They beat:
me so hard and long over my head so’s I'm a little deaf. Cunningham hired
me to work on his plantation. He agreed to pay me $10 a month with my room
and board. I was there for all of four months and two weeks and during all
that time I got $4.75, and I had to keep beggin’ to get that.

“We worked hard, from sunup to sundown, and we got beaten and kicked.
‘We got fatback and meal for our food from Cunningham’s own commissary.”

The other Negroes nodded their heads in agreement. The young husky
Negro said, “Tell 'em, Old Man; tell 'em what they 'did to you.”

“Well, I got so I couldn't stand it any more,” Thomas continued, “so I went
to Cunningham and demanded my pay and told him I was leaving. Cunning-
ham said, “You black sonofabitch, no niggdr leaves this place alive.

“He then took me down by his commissary and him and his helper stripped
me buck-naked and laid me over a barrel. They beat me like you beat a
snake. They kicked me about the head and stomach, then they give me 52
licks with a whip. Cunningham grabbed me as I was bleedin' and sore and
told me to go back to work!

“That night I ran away to Atlanta. The_boys told me that Cunningham
was powerful mad. He ran fo the cabin and grabbed the o{d woman. When
she told that she didn't know where I'd gone, he called her a lot of names
and then kicked her in the belly.”

THERE WAS LAW—FOR THE PLANTATION OWNER

A child began to wail in the kitchen. The young Negro got up and re-
turned with the little one in his arms. He turned to one of the men sitting
about and told us that this man, James Fleing, had driven a tractor on the
Cunningham slave plantation for 10 years.

“What was your rate of pay?” we asked.

At this question all of the men began to laugh. Fleing smiled and said,
“Boy, Cunningham didn't let you know what money smelled like.”

“Did many people run off., What of the law? Did they protect you? Did
Cunningham try and get you back?” We rattled off all of these questions we
had in mind. All of the men joined in answering.

. We heard that there were close to 80 people working under brutal condi-
tions on-this slave plantation. All 80 hated Cunningham and were looking
for the chance to escape. But there was the law. The righteous, democratic,
just and sacred law. The law in Lexington, Ga., was run for and by the plan-
tation autoeracy. The law was slave owner Cunningham and his atlorney,

McWhorter. Whenever a Negro slave was “bad” and tried to run away, he °

got the law. He would be clapped into chains, bound and fed like a wild

"beast, and would find himself working for the law on an 18-hour a day job;

breaking rock and building roads in a Georgia chain gang.

When a Negro did get away and fled up North, Cunningham {ried to bring
him back. In this room in which we sat was living proof of escaped slaves
who were saved from extradition by the benevolent bosses of the North. Cun-
ningham had tried to extradife Otis and Doc Woods and Solomon MecCannon
on the charge that they had stolen twa bushelb of corn! Remember, this is
1941 . . . not 1841T

We left the building. We shook hands once more with the husky colored
youth who had first invited us in. Back in the “white neighborhood” all that
transpired hbove seemed a million miles away. But the words of that well
built Negro, spoken just as we left their penniless, ddwntrodden life, still
rang in our ears. For these words are a warning. A warning to the Cunning-
hams and McWhorters; to their class and fo their law. These words are:

“I would of killed Cunningham right on the spot if I knew it ‘would have
ireed those 80 people. I don't care what they'd have done to me. They
could of killed me too, but I'd have done it. I was fed “up on watching him

. take the little kids out of school and turn them into sla:\res, whipping them
dnto ].me 1 wauld of kmed that dirty dog if. I knew 1t d fr

my people . .

___THE NEGRO'S FIGHT—
FDR’s Latest

Trick Is So Old
It's Moth-Eaten

By J. R. JOHNSON

Brothers and sisters! We merely say we are
going to march, we announce that we mean busi-
ness, and lo and behold! Franklin Roosevelt writes -
a letter, actually writes a letter, about the Negro
in war industries. .

Isn't it a grim comedy?

American capitalism voting billions to .defend
“democracy,” Roosevelt catching fits over Hitler's ~
persecution of the Jews, getting heart disease over
Stalin's invasion of Finland. And the thought of
Japan getting on the backs of the poor natives in
the Dutch East Indies (after pushing off the Dutch)
—at the mere thought of this erime Roosevelt has
tg send the fleet to the Pacific. How he l-u-v-e-s
liberty! He loves liberty in foreign countries (and
capitalist profits) so much that he is too busy to
see the Negroes being kept out of war industries
and diseriminated against all the time.

THE PRESIDENT SUDDENLY REMEMBERS

But when the Negroes say that they are going
to march on Washington, when they sell buttons,
when they collect money—that is another story.
It looks as if they mean business. Therefore Frank-
lin Roosevelt now remembers that Negroes are,
being kept out of war industries. So he writes a
letter fo the Office of Production Management.
He says that Jim</Crow must stop. He gives no
fireside chat, he makes no speech in Congress, he
sends no fleet, he sends no troops as he sent fo
California. He doesn't do one thing except write
a letter.

Now this is exactly what Roosevelt has been
doing to Negroes for years. And a Negro who lets
that fool him today is a dope; in blg letters:
D-0O-P-E.

ONE OF HIS MOTH-EATEN TRICKS

Roosevelt is preparing to pull off one of his
notorious tricks. First thing he hopes to do is to
make Negroes feel that something is now, at last,
going to be done so that they can take it easy about
the march. Secondly, he wants to be able to have
that dust ready to throw into the eyes‘of the
marchers when they reach Washington, particu-
larly in the eyes of the leaders. Either he or one
of his étooges will stand up on his hind legs and
relate how he has always been keenly aware-of
the discrimination against Negroes and has actu-
ally written a letter, ete.

The letter says “Industry must take the initia-
tive in opening the doors of employment to all
loyal and qualified workers. regardless of race, na-
tional origin, religion or color.” Now what ‘kind
of a blithering fool does the: Presu{lent take the
average Negro for? Industry must take the ini-
tiative! But it is industry which is turning the
Negroes back from the factory doors. Tpe Negro
isn't preventing himself getting jobs. It is Roose-
velt who imust take the-initiative! Stop the Jim-"
Crbw in the army, stop it in the navy, stop it in

the air force; stop it in the ~federal ‘government, ol

stop it whére war contracts are given, stop it ,in
the hotels and cinemas of Washington, stop it in
the Congress Restaurant, stop it in the White
House, Mr. President. You take the initiative and
when you do that industry will begin to take what
you say seriously. Otherwise they, will do what we
do—just laugh. \
WE CAN'T WAIT FOR ROOSEVELT

Meanwhile we ’are not waiting either, on you
or on industry. Your letters, as far as we are con-
cerned, are not worth the paper they are wrltten
on. We have had enough’of this nonsense. " We
shall march, we shall make our demands; they
must be granted as our rights, not as favors; and
if there is any attempt to turn us off with soft
words and phony letters written at the last min-
ute, we shall picket and demonstrate and pro-
claim to all the world what a thundering piece of
hypocrisy is your supposed war for democracy.
. No, sir., No last minute repentance and soft
words to get us out of Washington as soon and as
gently as possible. We are going to be heard.

Next week we shall have a few words on those
who are leading the march. We expect action
from them. We don't expect them to draw their
swords and gallop down Constitution Avenue on
foaming chargers. We don't expect them to lead
any revolution either (God help the revolution
they will lead). But there are certain things that
we shall demand from them. And while (for the
moment) we cannot control the President, the
marchers can control their own leaders if they
want to. Franklin Roosevell is up to his old tricks
.and we must be on guard.
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