Workers Party Local Names
Max Shachtman as Its
Anti-War Candidate in the
N.Y. Mayoralty Campaign

The Workers Party. this week announced the candidacy of
Max Shachtman, national secretary of the party, for Mayor of the

city of New York.

The name of Max Shachtman is already widely known in
labor and socialist circles as a result of: his vigorous campaign
. last year for Bronx City Councilman which brought him and
other Workers Party representatives before thousands of work-
ers in that borough in a stumping drive conducted first and fore-
most as an uncompromising anti-war fight. . .

In the year before that, he had come to the fore as the leader
of the 50,000-strong counter-demonstration which stormed Madi-

son Square Garden while a Nazi rally was taking place inside with

Mayor La Guardia’s permission and sanection. . .

This year, Shachtman’s campaign will bring into all the neigh-
borhoods of New York City the one overshadowing issue: the
fight against all the robber camps in the present war, the belliger-
ent states now wading in the world-wide slaughter,

~ Comrade Shachlman will be the only candidate who yields

Lynn Unions

Will Run
Labor Slate

Special to Labor Action

LYNN, Mass., Aug. 4—The Lynn
Chamber of Labor, a body composed
of all AFL and CIO unions in this
city, moved at its meeting held last
Friday to run Independent Labor
candidates in the fall municipal elec-
tions.. The motion adopted was that
every trade union in Lynn be con-
tacted in an attempt to get 100 per
cent labor support for a labor ticket
running its own trade union candi-
dates.

At this meetmg it was also pro-
posed that organized labor in Lynn
hold a parade or mass meeting this
year on Labor Day. This will be the
first time in many- years that labor
in this city has taken such action.

The Chamber of Labor was formed
two months ago to demand govern-
ment housing for the workers of
Lynn and to bring pressure to bear
on the City Council to set up a Hous-
ing Authority. The 'City Council
turned this proposal down, although
the housing shortage in Lynn is one.
of the most acute in the country, as
even the federal government admit-
ted \in a recent estimate of those
American cities which were most in
need of government housing projects.
Housing is so scarce in Lynn and
rents have been so hi-jacked that
some workers of the General Electric
plant here are forced to live in New
Hampshire while working in Lynn.

In setting up a genuine united
front of both the AFL and CIO, the
Lynn labor movement recognizes
that the bosses’ councils will not act
in the interests of labor. Therefore,
labor here, as everywhere throughout
the country, must organize for po-
litical action on an independent labor
program.

Russian Army’s

By MAX STERLING

‘For seven weeks now the Russian
Army has successfully- defended the®
approaches of Moscow, Leningrad
ahd ' Kiev. Despite the loss of prac-
tically all the territory previously
acquired by Stalin in his deal with
Hifler, and despite the heavy losses
in inen and material, the Russian re-
sistance to the greatest military ma-
chme in history has caused consider-
able ‘surprise. It has even evoked
wonderment. The “democracies are
beside themselves in spéculations for
the 'future. Roosevelt, for example,
has: expressed himself enthusiastical-
ly about the “magnificent” showing
of the Red Army.

‘Nor is sutprise over the Russian
showing confined to. the “democratic”
camp. Hitler’'s newspaper, the Voel-
kischer Beobachter, was compelled
to .pay tribute to the Russian Army
as.an enemy “who battles with dog-
ged' tenacity, who surpasses all pre-
vibus opponents’in fighting temper.”
Ag' the facts of the German blitz-
krieg failure are too ~well known
evén in Germany, it is of course to
beéxpected, that this would not be
laxd to any weakness in German
armés but rather to the unexpected
" strength of the enemy.

Howe\rer, what is. even mare sig-
nsﬁd,ant is the statement in the same
papér that “many eof us believed that
affer the Hrst waving of the German
sweord the eremy in the east weuld
cui!aps-e like ‘Colossus o feet of
¢lay.” }Iere indeed is where the Ger-
Ma - high command bungled. Su-
pteﬁ!ely ovérconfident of 3 swift vie-
tgmr in Rustia, they refused to accept
any: con¢essions from ~Stalin, 'despite

fhe fact that the latter was willing
to go a long ‘way toward a.ppeasing.- -

__Hmer. Fiess

THE WORLD AT WAR

Upsets Blitz Calculations
of Nazi Military Machine

- lin.

no suppotrt to any of the par-
ticipants in this imperialist
war — Anglo - American - Rus-
sian on the one hand or the
Nazi Axis on the other—and
calls for the prosecution of the
workers’ struggle for socialist
liberation from them all.

The fight against the war
begins at home. In June of this
year, the New York City con-
vention of the Workers Party
decided upon the mayoralty
campaign and nominated Com-
rade Shachtman as its candi-
date. There was special appre-
ciation of the fact that here in
New York the issue of the war
is dramatized by the activities
of the present Mayor, fire-
breather La Guardia, who is
seeking to shout himself into
the position of Jingo No. 1.°
Fiorello is now running again,
making little secret of the fact
that hjs activities during an-
other term would be mainly to
plump the United States into a
shooting war. He is already
shouting, “On to Berlin.” But,
as_in .the rest of the country,

the masses of Néw York City re- " ws

fuse to go along with the Judas-
goats who would lead them into
the charnel house:

In the election campaign, the
Workers Party candidate will
be the mouthpiece of the real
interests and desires of the
men who labor:

Against  both  imperialist
camps in this war! Mobilize
the forces of labor for ending

(Continued on page 2)

Resistance

It seems quite likely that regard-
less of the future course of the war
the rejection of {hese concessions
was a major strategic error on the
part of Hitler. With these conces-
sions, Hitler 'would have consolidated
his position at the expense of Rus-
sia. Afterwards, if he chose to fight,
Russia would have been in a much
weaker position. Only overconfi-
dence can explain the Nazi failure to
follow those tactics so successfully
applied by them in the case of Cze-
choslovakia, Rumania and Bulgaria.

As the Russians are certainly not
conducting . a revolutionary war
against the Nazis, the Russian resist-
ance must, be laid to other factors.
Nowhere is there any evidence of
socialist propaganda dirécted toward
the rank and file of the German ar-
mies or to thée German. people, Nor
are there among the Russians ahy
slogans that would drive them for-
ward to fight for their own “social-
ism.” ‘On the  contrary, the entire
struggle is conducted in a Roosevelt-
Churchill image for a new Versailles
dominated by ‘thée “democratic’™ im-
perialists in collaborationn with Sta-
That.is revealed in all the utter-
ances of ‘Lozovsky and. Stalin. That
is -the whole meaning -of' Stalin’s
agreement to the reestablishment of
the Polish and Czechsslovak® states
in the: spirit ‘of Versailles and with
the blessing of ‘Churchill. On}v this
time it is._ harsher: “Wé will not.
they say, “make the ml-*-take ‘6f 1919."

If this warz a war between Ger-
many, and Russia zlene it is cértain
that with the slogams used by Stalin
“ Russia Wwould in, the énd go déwn te
~defeat. “And this despite the fact that
the Russians have been putting up a

better ﬁght than all the, previpu; up-‘ i
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Labor Board A Landmark That Won’t Come den!

Aids Tobin
In Fight on
Local 544-CIO

Mexican Stalinisfs
Joih Witch-Hunt
Against Militants

Dan Tobin received another pay-
ment on Roosevelt’s political debt to
him when the State Labor Board re-
fused to certify Local 544-CIO as bar-
gaining agent for 300 truck drivers
and inside workers employed by 14
Minneapolis furniture stores.

In any democratic election, these
300 men would, like the great ma-
jority of teamsters in the Twin Cities,
vote solidly for Local 544. Tobin is
therefore trying to block an election
in which the workers would indicate
their choice of a bargaining agent.
And the Labor Board is obviously
helping -him on the phony pretext
that the original negotiations with
the furniture companies were begun
by Local 544 when it was in the AFL,
and. thaf, having shifted to the CIO,
the companies no longer know who
represents- their- employees.

‘That is a patent and fraudu]ent
dodge, If they want ‘to know who
represents the men, they need only
ask them. The fact is that they know
Dy ‘tpo  well which. unjon:the ‘men

{“that's the unfon the Bosses
don't want'

Last Wednesday, Tobin’s stooges in
Minneapolis petitioned State Labor
Conciliator Blair and Governor Stas-
sen for certification as ‘bargaining
agent for Minneapolis teamsters
without a democratic election. Lo-

- cal 544’s executive board answered

this shameless AFL move in a state-
ment which appears in the current
issue of the Industrial Organizer:

“Afraid to allow the truck drivers
of Minneapolis to select their union
bargaining agent in a free, democrat-
ic election AS DEMANDED OF THE
STATE LABOR CONCILIATOR BY
THE CIQ SINCE JUNE 20, Tobin's
carpetbaggers—Casey of San Fran-
cisco, Neal of Kansas City and Brady
of Detroit—today brazenly asked the
conciliator to certify the AFL, with-
out giving the workers the chance to
vote on ‘this issue in a secret elec-
fion. . . .

“Scores of employees — from the
furniture, wholesale grocery, cement
block, commercial gas, and many oth-
er ‘industries—have flocked to the
witness stand, and hundreds have
signed petitions testifying that THEY
WANT TO VOTE FOR THEIR
CHOICE OF BARGAINING AGENT
IN A FREE, DEMOCRATIC ELEC-
TION.

“Scores of employees have taken,
the witness stand to swear under
oath how they have been forced to
sign AFL authorizations. Many told
how théy had been threatened at the
point of a gun.

“It has also heen made abundantly
clear at the hearings that the work-
ers demand elections.”

While Tobin was busily engaged
in trying to-stall a democratic elec-
tion in which he would undoubtedly
be the loser, ‘thé county jury kept
itself busy with additiohal -harassing
actioris directed at the militant un-
ionists of Minneapolis. With new in-
dictments. sworn out against Secre-

(Continued on page 4)
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For a Capital
Levy on
Accumulated

Wealth!

SOAK THE RICH!

That's_ our
to Congress.

And we mean it.

Congress is all worked up
trying to pass a tax bill that
will pay the cost of the war,
They are figuring on getting a
little here, a lot there—a little
from the bosses, a lot from the
masses. i

Before it are various propo-
sals designed to widen the tax -
base—that is, widen its effect
on the low income groups. And,
at that, Roosevelt is dissatisfied.
He wants it still wider—to in-
clude in the way of direct taxa-
tion all single persons who earn
above $750 a year (about $15
a week!), and all married per-

recommendation

‘sons who earn above $1,500.

CIO Must Press Curtiss Organization Drive

Curtiss-Wright Workers Turn Back on Company Union—Look to UAW

Special to Labor Action

BUFFALO—Things are moving to a
head in the CIQO’s drive to organize
the giant Curtiss Airplane Division
of the Curtiss-Wright Corp.

.In the nine months since the UAW
issued a charter to Curtiss Local 753,
the federal government has built and
generously handed over to Curtiss a
new gold mine—a shiny new factory
complete with big barbed wire
fences, blackout screens, bomb shel-
ters and all the rest. It is expected
that by this winter both plants will
have a good 25,000 employees and
will be grinding out 25 fighter planes
a day. This makes Curtiss the largest
single manufacturers of pursuit craft
in the world. Obviously the CIO
MUST organize Curtiss if it is to
complete the organization of the air-
craft industry.

The Situation _

Té understand the situation today
we must first go back to 1934. In
that year, Curtiss workers, fed up
with the miserable wage -scale, went
out on strike. The strikers and their
wives (who fought just as hard as
their men) had a tough time of it,
what with mounted police, water
hoses, and their own AFL mislead-
ers. The strike was broken. At this
point; ‘the Aircraft, one of the slick-
est company unions ever built, made
its appearance on the scene. The
Aircraft was the brainchild of one
Edward Hamilton, a wealthy old law-
yer who has specialized for some
years in company unions.

- 50 cents an hour

Meanwhile the company was doing
its best to befuddle the workers by
constructing an elaborate classifica-
tion systein and an even more elab-
orate “wage-incentive” (plain old bo-
nus) plan. Few of the 1,500 workers
who had been turning out planes
since ’34 were fooled by the Aircraft
or the classification and bonus
schemes, but the thousands of work-
ers added since then have been for
the most part young boys fresh from
high school and older men long un-
employed, who were happy to get
any kind of work. There are now
15,000 men working at the two Cur-
tiss plants, a majority of whom are
actually under 25; thousands of them
are under 21.

How It Works

The classification system works
like this. There are ten classes and
about four brackets in each class.
The new- man starts out in the first
bracket of the tenth class, that is, at
In a couple of
months he is raised to the next
bracket, 3-cents more, and so on. The
highest the average man .can reach
is about 80 cents. The catch is that
most of the men don't know what
class or bracket they are in, or when
they are entitled to raises. It is-all on
an individual basis— you have to
play ball with yéur leadman or fore-
man. This, vicious business has re-
sulted in men cutting each other's
{hroats for a three cent raise.

As for the bonus system, there isn't
a man in either plant who has ever

been able to figure it out. There'is a
different bonus for each department,
running from 0 to 30 per cent. Some-
times it fluctuates as much as four
or five dollars a:week.

The job of:the Aircraft for six long
years, until the CIO showed up, was
to try to convince the workers that
the bonus a:_-__ld classification systems
were giving them the best break
among airctaft workers in the U.S.
In. its gpare time, Lawyer Hamilton's
stooge outfit was. busy dodging court
cases and accusations of company
unionism. At one point the courts
were  actually forced to order Cur-
tiss to discontinue its practice of
dumping money into the *“union's”
treasury.

How It Got Members

How, de the Aircraft get its 8,500
member_s Agam, it's the same old
story. " M any Curtiss workers are
still under the impression that they
.can’t quit the Aireraft without: being
fired. More of them know that they
céuldn’t have held down their jobs
without 'signing up and kicking in
their 20 cents’ a’'week at the lead-
man’s o1 even the foreman’s request.

But the Aircraft was forced to put
on a show fori'the boys when its own
members began bellyaching at meet-
ings, trying to force'a decent pro-
gram on, it, and the CIO began pep-
pering away, reminding the men
about the great gains the UAW had
been making elsewhere. According-
ly, the company announced last Jan-

(Continued on page 3)

With an eye on their con- |
stituencies, the congressmen
have thus far réjected Roose-
velt’s proposal.”  But they are -
busy on others—excise taxes:of
various kinds that will dig deep-
er into the workers.o' pockets.

Oh vyes, they are working on
corporate taxes, and higher in-
come taxes. ‘When you. read
about it in the papers it sounds
as though the rich are really
being hit. But that’s a lot of
nonsense, as an article prmted'
elsewhere in .its issue demon-
strates.

Think of it this way (and it’ s
the only way a working man can
think about it): the bosses,
that is, the majority of them,
want war. They want war be~
cause in war they hope to en-
rich themselves through impe- °
rialist conquest; and in the
preparations for this war they
hope to coin—and are coining
right now — super-millions in -
profits.

All right. They want war.
It's in their interests. OK. Let .
them have their war—but on
two conditions: 1) They, NOT
WE, must fight the war; and
2) THEY.MUST PAY THE EN-.
TIRE COST OF THE WAR.

Suppose Congress does raise
taxes on the rich. What of it?
Congress has guaranteed the
profiteers a sizable profit. On
this guaranteed profit, it may
slap a tax which, taken by itself,
sounds like a lot, but which,
taken in the context of their

(Continued on page 2) i

Sweatshops Yield to Pressure of ILG Pickets

Zl Sportswear Manufacturers Sign Contract with Unloanressmakers Win 15% Wage lncrease After Brief Strike

By JACK WILSON

Los ANGELES — The International
Ladies Garment Workers Union, here
made big inroads ‘into the sweatshops
manutacturxng portsueeu through
the mlhtancy of its striking, workers
durmg thié past: week.

In: additién; the dreasmakels woén

a, 15 per cent \aage increase féullowmg

NO GDVERNMENT GDNTEACI‘

w:mou:r A UNION Comm’r' .
“: viee-president-of the ILGWU; wds ar-

their brief strike which began simul-
taneously: with the sportéwear walk-
out. Union contracts, of course, were
mgned again.,

-Over 21 shops were brought Auhder

unien: contlact in' the sportswear di-

vigion during the wee?
ployers vealized: that the militant

demcrstratmrs, EEaturmg mass. pick-
ét lines, meant business:

Skirtnighes ~on . the picket linés .

when: em-

broyght six false arrests as c¢ops. in-

tetfered in an effort to intimidate-the

strilters. . Rose Peiotts,. international

rested twme in one" day along with
five workers, mcludmg Edith Mann,
special 'union organizer.

The union: contraet iricludes a 5 per
cent waige inctease and other regu-
lar unién provisions.. It is the. first
time that ‘this sectien. of the clothmﬂ
industry Here has been érganized and
put under. unioh contract. '

Hundréds' of “workers are 'in -the
unién and under contract conditions

mow, “wheré préviously unorganized'

and in epen shops.. ; .

The issuance of stnke beneﬁts over:
* the “week-end hrought new -courage

to the strikers and increased the de-

- mendéus

_termmatmn to win in as many of the
remaining shops as possible.

Since ‘there are: around. 40 'shops
scattered through the city which still
remain unorganized or ‘have only a
few workers on, strlke a big job’ lies
ahead for the union..

Canso!idaur-g the r-mﬂy-mzanjzed
workers inté the Aunien and putting
teeth into the. contracts leoms as a
vital fask for the union. :

Hoéwever, a Solid foundation hows -
: .'.emsts tor full umo_n victory. over a
period -of time because of the tre- .
resulting. -

ssteps forward’,
trom the present. strike.

The UAW
.Convgnh@nm?

wi'l be t‘mraue‘-ly repe!ted .a.nsi
anslyred 'in the coming isswe of
LABOR ACTION. Thesé why' waw |
the special UAW isctie “of Lﬁ'BGR
ACTION last week wlll not w&.nt
te miss next wi!ek’ issue
'sure to m-der yqur 6opy ncw'




LABOR ACTION

T

No Basis

For Defense

there is,

]Ii preparation for the coming naticnal convention of the Workers Party,
the Political Committee of the WP has opened the ¢oliimns of LABOR AC-
TION to discussion. articles contributed by party members on the political
problems econfronting the pdrty. Because of the limited amount of space
available, all contributions must be. as short as possible: in: order that we may

be able to publish a magimum Aumber of articles: Ih no case may they be
over 1,200 words; in all cases contributors should try to keep thexr articles

bew the word maximum aumxred

y - BEN L.

< Baldly stated, arguments for de-
fensism run along the following lines:
The state property closes- off the So-
viet Union to capitalist investment,
This weakens capitalism and any-
thmg ‘that weakens capitalism should
be defended Furthermore, the na-
twhailzed property represents a
h:gher stage of economic develop~
ment than private property. The
werkers state must base itself on na-
tienallzed property. Therefore na-
nom‘lrzed property is progressive and
to ‘e defended when attacked. De-
fensmts accept this line of reasoning
in-teto.or in part, depending on how
_conditional their defense is. Let us
_examine this argumentation:

*That the nationalized economy has
‘closed off the Soviet Union from cap-
italist investment is a fact. This has
undoubtedly tended to weaken capi-
talist imperialism as a whole and
therefore, a contradiction
between the Soviet Union, its state
property and the capitalist world.
Few deny this. But the coneclusion
that Trotsky and our movement have
drawn about this state of affairs is

" not that this is A contradiction, one

~of ‘@ number existing in.our epoch,
but rather that this is the' CHIEF
contradiction of our time. This con-
clusion was wrong.

The fact that naturalized property
shuts off Russia from capitalist in-
~vestment is not, of itself, decisive,
because each capitalist imperialism

strives to do just this very same

thing to its competitors. At any
_given moment, therefore, any partic-
ular capitalist imperialism can find
itself far more hemmed in in its
search for markets by another capi-
talist imperialism than by the So-
viet Union. And the decisiVe contra-

~ diction can be (and under Stalin al-

most always, if not always, has been)
'between capital®st imperialisms, ra-
ther than between the Soviet Union
‘and the capitalist world.

- Wrong Prophecies

‘This doctrine, stressing the enor-
.mous contradiction between the So-
viet Union and the capitalist world,
“led us to prophecy for years, even
as late as Munich, a certain kind of
war. The war that came simply did
-not follow the book. The real war
finds England and the United States
quite willing to tolerate the nation-
. alized property of their Russian ally.
In case of an allied victory, it is not
impossible that Russia will even be
granted some new territories as its
share of the spoils, to which new
territories the nationalized property

- will be extended. For England, Ger-

many is the main enerny; and Hitler
aets one day as the friend, next day
as the enemy of Stalin only as a
‘means of getting at England and the
U.S. Russia is a pawn in the impe-
rialist game and the property forms
play no independent role in the

- struggle.

It is of interest to consider the fol-
lowing poini: Should Hitler defeat
Russia in Europe, one variant of pos-
_sible events to come is for an ap-

~peasement group to seize the govern-

ment and set up a kind of Vichy re-
gime friendly to Hitler in unoccupied
Russia. Hitler probably doesn't wish

. to: lose himself in the Siberian wilds

and for a time at least he might pre-
fer such an arrangement. Even if
one doesn't grant the probability of
such a turn of events, almost every-
one agrees that it is a possibility.
But therem lies the pomt For to
grant. 'such a posmblhty is to admit
“that it is possible for Nazi imperial-

. ism (and therefore any other impe-

rialism) to live side by side with a
‘nationalized economy in peaceful col-
laboration, a collaboration, moreover,

‘in which the nationalized economy is

used to serve Nazi ends. The con-

' tradiction between capitalism and the

nationalized economy can, indeed,
come to a sorry pass under certain
‘conditions.
To deny that the underlying con-
tradiction of the epoch is between
Soviet Union and the capitalist
‘world is not to say that this was

. never true in the past, or that it

never can be true in the future. In
{he early days of the revolution when

“the theory was first developed, it was

highly tenable. But the workers had
state power then and this made all
the difference in the world.

. For under those conditions the ‘So-
viet Union was a menace, in the

most positive sense, to the capitalist
nat:ons individually and collectively,
a menace with which there could be
no ‘compromise. Under Stalin, this
threat is reduced to a minimum and
with him, )despite ‘the nationalized
"eeonemy, one can make. war alli-

s

It is this that inclines me to the
conclusion that. the theory of the
mixed war was fallaciouws. It is ex-
tremely doubtful that any capitalist
state could ever ally itself to a true
workers' state, that is a.state con-
trolled by the workers. It is doubt-
ful that Russia under Lenin could
ever have found itself an actual war
ally of one capitalist imperialism
against another. Under such condi-
tions the contradictions between the
prospective capitelist ally and the So-
viet Union would have been over-
whelming and the alliance too risky
for the capitalist ally.

In its Sociaf Context'

Too much has been taken for
granted as flowing from. the faet that
nationalized ' property comes later in
the  seale of evolutionary develop-
ment than private property; for what
has been taken for granted is that
nationalized property is, in and of it-
self, progressive and good. Frankly,
1 conféss a certdin weariness with the
mumbo-jumbo built around nation-
alized property, a mumbo -jumbo
which, taking the nationalized prop-
erty out of its social context, reduces
it te a point where one is just talk-
ing words, and relating these words
to other words instead of to reality.
The fearful thing about some words
(for example, ‘democracy,  freedom,
nationalized “economy) is that they
tend to develop in a world of their
own, that after a while they tend to
cease having speecific meanings for
.the individual. Instead they evoke
emotional responses which are mis-
takenly identified as rational thought
processes. The use of words as a
means of autointoxication is unfor-
tunately a commen phenomenon in
bour movement.

Not theory but life itself has shown
us that nationalized property guar-
antees a worker nothing and that
under it he can be more exploited
than under capitalism. It does not
follow from this that therefore one
is for capitalism as .against state
property under Stalin, for the prob-
lem is not one to be solved by a
choice: of lesser evils. If only the
worker could see this latter point.
But if he doesn’t see this point, it has
been partially our own fault, for that
is the real choice we always gave the
worker. Always we said to him that
in a war between Stalinist Russia
and a capitalist state, his duty lay

- in defending Russia. And the worker,
given such a choice, and thinking in
terms of his everyddy life, instead
of in the complicated word patterns
of Brahmin Bolsheviks, answered us
quite sensibly: “If T have to choose
between a Roosevelt U.S.A. and a
Stalin Russia, give me Roosevelt any
day. If I have to choose between a
Hitler Germany and a Stalin Russia
—well, it's like asking whether I
prefer to be shot or hung.” No, the
choice between eapitalism and na-
tionalized economy under Stalinism
is no choice at all. For us, there can
only be the Third Camp.

I regall once discussing the matter
with a worker who fortunately was
not too “developed.” “Look,” he said,
“you don’t get better conditions. You
say there are no unions. You can't
be agin’ the government. All they
got in Russia is misery. Why should
1 defend it?” Patiently I explained
about the nationalized economy's vir-
tues. But this particular worker was
not too impressed. Ruefully he con-
cluded: “Well, maybe it's a good
thing, this state property, if I've got
my mitts on it. But if the other fel-
low has his hands on it and is chok-
ing me to death with it, why should
I holler hurray?”

There's the thing in a nutshell.
This worker, quite rightly, refused
to divorce the nationalized property
from the social context. For him, to
talk of a nationalized economy sepa-
rate and apart from who controls it
was to talk in abstractions. For him,
a nationalized economy in the hands
of a Stalin could serve him better
by staying, like OI' Man River, away
from his door.

Class Analysis

Trotsky insisted that those who do
not hold Russia a workers' state have
abandoned a class analysis. Trotsky
said: nationalized property equals
workers state—as if that is all there
is to a class analysis.
out in this unfortunate schema is
nothing less than the relations of
the various social groupings in Russia
to each other and to the economy.
The reckoning leaves out of the pic-
ture the status of the worker in So-
viet society and his relation to pro-
duction. and distribution. The rela-
tion of the bureaucrat to the worker
ig that of the exploiter to the ex-
ploited, and the worker has no say
as to what should be done with the
surplus value he creates.

If one draws from this the obvious
conclusion that the Soviet Union is
not a workers’ state, one is accused

What is left

by very literal Trotskyists of substi- .

tuting empiricism for Marxism; one
is told that what the group benefits
ftom the nationalized economy is a
momentary consideration, that it Is
the “historic role” of the econoihy ra-
ther than control of the state that is
itipyrtant, that in Germahy. capital-
isth exists, but capitalists are con-
trolled.

To this one can only say that in
CGermany, even if a Thyssen suffers;
his class, as a whole,. géts a little
something out of the regime, if only
a profit on its investmeénts and some
insurance against ‘the total liquida~
tion of the class. But what does the -
worker get out of hig so-called state
or thie nationalized economy, and
just why should the historic possi-
bilities of the economy weigh so
heavily against the very real actual-
ities of this same eeonemy under Sta-
lin?

It is all very well to say that due
to state property we will only have
to make a political instead of a so-
cial revolutiors in. Russia. But when:
this so-called political revolution in-
volves mass, probably armed, upris-
ings to dispessess a many millioned

stratum of the population (bureauc-
racy) one is justified in becoming a
bit hazy over the distinction and con-
cluding: “Soecial revolution, politieal
revolution—it  amounts to the same
thing in the end. Give us the power
and we can always manage about
the nationalized property.”

There's the rub. For the worker
it's the power that is decisive.. This
is 'so by the very nature of the class
itself. Other classes come to power
.as -exploiters, property owners. But
the worker comes to power empty-

handed. Before he makes his revo- .

lution he has nothing but his labor
power, and after he makes his revo-
lution he still. has nothing but his
labo power. When everybody owns,
in reality nobody owns; or, put an-
-other way, ownership and control be-
come indistinguishable.

Under conditions of state owner-
ship, what therefoere counts is who
controls, and 'who controls deter-
mines the kind of state it is.

I1f the workers control the state
property it is a workers' state and
defense is encumbent upon the class.
If another group controls the state
property 'there is nothing there to
defend.

It is as simple as that and all the
rest is mumbo-jumbo and mystifica-
tion. There is nothing especially pro-
gressive about state property as such
beeause state property, as such, is a
figment of the imagination. State
property exists in a certain social
milieu and_it is this milieu that de-
termines the defense:

L ]

This article was written before I
had: a chanece to. hear .the petition
of the PC on the subject. After hear-
ihg it at the N.Y. membership meet-
ing, I find myselt in agreement with
Carter's pos;twn Shachtman I find
ambiguous and hope to eonmder his
position at a later opportunity.

When Defend
Soviet Union?

By F. KOWAL

I am for the defense of Soviet Rus-
sta. But, since there are no Soviets
in Russia, I have nothing to defend
there, exeept to call on the workers
of the world, ineluding Russian
workers, to .overthrow the ruling
cliques throughout the world and to
organize the Soviet form of govern-
ment: a government of workers, peas-
ants and soldiers’ deputies.

The present ruling clique in Russia
broke the Soviets, broke the Third
International, annihilated the. inter-
national solidarity of thé proletariat,
murdered all revolutionary repre-
seritatives of the old Bolsheviks, led
international imperialistic intrigues,
first with one group of imperialists,
then with another, until it got itself
involved in the imperialist war.

As an internationalist-socialist, I
call the world proletarians to oppose
the whole rigmarole in order to es-
tablish socialism. I will join the de-
fense forces of the present Russia
when those in control of it will ad-
mit their criminal mistakes of the
past, if they will issue a call to or-
ganize Soviets in Russia, when they
will issue an appeal to the world
proletariat for united front in order
to bring world socialist revolution,
and to organize Soviets everywhere.
Then, and only then, will I be a de-
fensist, and not one minute before.

Soak the

(Continued from page 1)

great wealth, is- but a drop in
the bucket.

Sure, if @ man or a cerpora-
tion pays. a hundred, thousand
dollars in taxes, that seems to
be ever so. much more than the
man who pays, let us say, $10.
But the first man is paying the
hundred thousand out of many
hundreds of thousands in in-
income; and out of. the many
more MILLIONS he has salted
away in accumulated wealth.

It's simple: @ man with a
million dollars in his pocket can
give away one-tenth, or a hun-
dred thousand dollars, and still
have plenty left over to buy his
wife a new mink coat; a work-

.ing man giving away one-tenth
of ten dollars is going to have
to worry about how he’s going
to get his food, or pay his rent
bill.

While the basis for direct taxes,
state and federal, has been wid-
ened so as to include a great
many workers who can ill af-
ford to pay them, they do not
account for all of the real tax
burden on the poor. A sales tax
on this, a tax on that—a penny
here, a penny there—add them
all together, and they take a

healthy slice out of a mighty
skinny income. The few cents
tax on cigarettes is a far heavier
burden on the poor than is the
larger mink coat 'tax on the
rich.

No, we dont see why the
workers who don’t want the war
and who have nothing but mis-
ery to gain from it, should shell
out so much as a penny for the
war. SOAK THE RICH! LET
THEM PAY FOR THEIR OWN
WAR!

How?

First, put a 100 per cent, yes
a 100 per cent, tax on all ex-
cess prots. -

Then slap o steeply progres-
sive tax on the' incomes they
have sweated out of workers
who have to fight for every pen-
ny of additional wages.

Then impose a capital levy
on accumulated wealth.

What does this last one
mean?. Simple. )
Consider the millions the

Rockefellers have accumulated
in generations of exploitingla-
bor (helped along on occasion

Have You Reawa'
The July N.1.2

In it are a host of unusually inter-
esting articles, among them:

A detailed analysis of the Russo-
German war, ineluding in it an esti-
mate of the domestic repereussions
as well as its relation to the World
Imperialist War, by A. G.

A review of the past period in the
American labor movement, defining
trends within it, and analyzing its
present position, by David Coolidge.

The discussion of the Russian ques-
tion is continued with two articles.

A  review of James Burnham’s
“Managerial Revolution.”
first section of a lengthy review
which will be completed in the Aug-
ust issue, Albert Gates discusses the
nature of capitalism and fascism in
the light of the problems ralsed by
the war.

There are other articles and book
reviews, and the discussion of thé
Russian question is continued.

The best way to guarantee regular
reading of the magazine is to sub-
scribe: one year, $1.50; six months,
$1,00. Write; The New International,
114 West 14th Street, New York City.
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by the massacre of workers’
wives and children as in Ludlow,
Colo., in 1913). That fortune
runs into the hundreds of mil-
lions, or more.

Now, the Rockefellers, Du
Ponts, Morgan, etc., are hot for
the war. They want it fast, and
“total.”” All right, if money for
the war can‘t. be raised by
REALLY toxing profits, let the
Rockefellers and the others be
forced to cough up as many mil-
lions out of their accumulated
fortunes as are necessary to fi-
nance the war and its prepara-
tion. '

We suspect that once you
really dig into the profits of war
production, and once you soak
the rich they may be a LITTLE
LESS EAGER for war. But that's
their business.

Our business is to oppose the
war that can bring us nothing
but evil, and to oppose any com-
pulsion to contribute even a
cent for that war.

And our proposals aren’t
new. At various times in the
past, workers’ groups, as for ex-
ample in England, have consid-
ered them and championed
them. Well, let the American
labor unions take them up:
press for a capital levy on ac-
cumulated wealth, a 100 per
cent excess profits tax, 'a steep-
ly progressive tax on all profits,

NO INDIRECT OR DIRECT
TAXES ON THE PEOPLE!

MAKE THE RICH PAY FOR

THEIR OWN WAR!

By FRANK DEMBY

" After three months of considera-
tion the House Ways and Means
Committee brought in a proposal to
raise $3,529,200,000 in new taxes. It is
éxpected that the federal government
will raise between nine and ten bil-
lion dollars from existing taxes. The
additional revenue, provided there is
no inerease in expenditures, will
be covered by taxes. The remainder
will be raised through borrowing.
It also means that this is the largest
tax bill in the history of the coun-
try. Just a reminder that war costs
money.

The bill is really a case of the
mountain laboring and ' bringing
forth a mouse.- None of the basic
issues are tackled. Recognizing that
this is decidedly a compromise meas-
ure, Representative Doughton, chair-
man of the Ways and Means Com-
mittee, following the lead of Presi-
dent Roosevelt, announced, in plead-
ing for a “gag” rule to speed the de-
bate, that the committee would have
to consider a new tax bill for next
year which would probably broaden
the income tax base and levy a fed-
eral sales tax. These have been the
basic demands of the bosses, who, as
usual, try to throw the main burden
of taxation onto the backs of the
masses. On the other hand, the bill
sidesteps the issue of imposing a gen-
uine excess profits tax by merely in-
creasing the excess profits rates a
piddling 10 per cent.

Joint Returns

The most highly publicized feature
of the new tax bill—the only part of
the bill open to debate in the House
of Representatives—is the proposal
to compel married couples to file a
joint tax return. A storm of protest
has risen from press and pulpit
against this measure on the ground
that it penalizes marriage, will en-
courage divorce and immorality, and
breaks down the sanctity of the home.
At this. writing it appears that the
joint return, designed to raise more
than $300 million, will be eliminated.

However, the joint return doesn’t
mean higher taxes for the wealthy,
for the wives of the rich den’t
work. It is true that they may have
separate incomes in the form of
.inheritance or property gifts from
their husbands; but the main bur-
den of the joint return would fall
on those middle class and working
class families where both husband
and wife work, with combined in-
comes ranging from $4,000 to $10,-
000. Since the greatest number of
working women come from the
ranks of the working class, a broad-
ening of the income tax base and a
lowering of exemptions—as is pro-
posed for next year—would result’
in the joint return affeeting the up-
per strata of the workers more than
any other group. This is one of
the main dangers inherent in the
proposal. On this practical ground
alone, leaving aside the fundamen-
tal questions of the family and the
institution of marriage, the joint
return should be opposed.

The bulk of the new tax revenue
is to be raised from corporate and
individual taxpayers—nearly two
and a half bilhon dollars. In ‘com-

ar Taxes

Old Boss Doesn’t Mean Any Good -
To Either Negro or White Worker

By a Missouri Sharecropper

He will say, Listen, Mr. John, you had better watch those old “Niggers”
out there; they are pretty smart, especially old Sam. He thinks that he is
as much as you are. You must now allow him around your place dat your ab-
sence. He is dangerous. But if he gets too smart around your family just let
me know and we will try a new rope around his damn neck and there won't

be anything to. it, only a “Nigger” gore.
TO THE NEGRO: '

Say, Sam. Have you got very many chickens and watermelons? “Yes sir.
Well, you had better .watech them pecker woods out there because they will
steal your hat from your head: Have you missed anything yet? No sir. Well,
they ain’t had a chance yet. Now, listen, Sam. Don’t you fool around them
pecker woods at all. 1 am going to discard.every damn one of them after
this crop. I ami going to put all colored men out there. Then I can get some-
thing done. Them pecker woods ain't worth a damn.

TO THE WORKING WHITE MAN

As long as old Boss can keep you thinking that a Negro man can swallow
your wife or daughter or both, or keep you thinking that you are something
other than flesh and blood you will always be playing catch up.

Old Boss don't mind you eating that old “Nigger's

pea hay because he slips

over and gets a mouthful every charice he gets.

But “Nigger,” don't you lock at my alfalfa hay. I'll hang you up py your
thumb, your toe, your neck or anything.

Old Boss’'s biggest job is to keep the Negro and the working white man

against each other.

He knows that neither one can harm him as long as

they are watehing and fighting each other. He knows that he ean sit easy.
Because there is nothing that the Negro can do by himself. And there is noth-
ing that the white man can do by himself. Well, why not get together and

get:the job done?
LET’S GET TOGETHER

Because wherever there is unity there is strength. United we stand, divided

we fall.

If the working class, both white and black, would get together, work to-
gether, pull together, think together, plan together, old Boss can't stand. His
easy chair will get too hot, he will have to get up and cool off. And if the
working class, both white.and black, don't get together, neither one will ever
amount to a damn. So let's get together and demand somethmg, or stay di-
vided and be worthless to our loved ones.

Let's consider, my working friends. A woman ain't but a woman, may
she be white or black. -And we can’t charge her mind neither way. We can't
make them think white and we can’t make them think black. And we can't
keep them from thinking either way or both ways.

So let's forget about how precious our white wife is and how good our
black wife is.and try to get something done that we all may be happy. Be-
cause when God made the white woman he didn't change the mold to make
the black one. He intended that all women go through life in the same mo-
tion. That itself tells us that there is no difference, only in color.

Now, dear working friend, let's forget that liftle color amd try to live in-
stead of existing. Old Bess is all right but he just don't mean either of us

no good.

paring the additional amounts to be
raised from corporations and indi-
viduals, we see the manner in which
the refusal to levy a 100 per cent
excess profits tax and substantially
higher corporation taxes, is allowing
the big bosses to escape at the ex-
pense of the middle and working
classes. New taxes from corporations
are expeected to raise $935,000,000.
New taxes from individuals will raise
an expected $1,521,000,000 (the big
increase in the surtax rates falling
" on those making from $2,000 net in-
come to $I10,000 net income). This
means an increase of 72.7 per cent
in the taxes paid by individuals as
against an increase of only 35.8 per
cent in the taxes paid by corpora-
tions. In the words of Godfrey N.
Nelson, tax expert of the New York
Times: “Charging themselves with
the duty of raising an enormous ad-
ditional amount of revenue, the Con-
gress has made the burden of such
load to fall disproportionately upon
the individual taxpayer.. It has been
said that we .shall pay the additional
taxes even if we have to borrow on
our life insurance policies in order to
do so.” To enable the middle class to
pay these new taxes, the Treasury is
obligingly selling “tax anticipation”
notes. ’

Power to Destroy

“The power to tax,” goes the well
known saying, “is the power to de-
stroy.” In this case, what is involved
is the beginning of the destruction
of the middle class, the traditional
bulwark of American capitalism. The
far-reaching social implication of
this tremendous increase in the tax
burden of the middle class will only
be seen in the years to come, but in
its own way it is already an indica-
tion of the approaching revolutionary
crisis in the United States. 'One of
the most penetrating predictions of
Marx was that in which he predicted
the gradual disappearance' of the
middle class as capitalism matured
and began to decay. This prediction
has often been attacked as incorrect,
and the Uhited States, with its vast

. middle class, cited ds proof of Marx’'s
error. But, even if somewhat be-
lated, the middle class IS being
wiped out (by the big capitalists).
The process, which began with the
onset of the great depression of 1929,
is continuing on all eeconomic fronts
—particularly on the tax front.

The impression has been care-
fully cultivated by the boss press
that the workers have escaped
“paying their share of the new
taxes.” The Republican minority
of the Ways and Means Commitiee,
while if couldn't agree on any spe-
cific measures, submitted a minori-
ty report attacking the New Deal
spending and calling virtually for
the elimination of WPA, NYA and
CcCC approlpria.ti‘ons. To them, of
course, the existence of 5,000,000
and more unemployed is of no im-
portance. But the workers have
not escaped. They will not be tsxeil
directly, rather they will be made
to suffer the most vicious forms of
taxation—excise ‘or indirect taxes.
An additional $900.0W.0Ill) is to be
raised in excise taxes. Tllepa- taxes
on varlons commodities ar

I,
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ices (mostly necessities) are, of
course, passed on to the consumer
in the form of higher prices. It
means that those who can least af-
ford to pay them will bear the
overwhelming burden of these new
taxes. It also means that at the
same time that the government is
supposed to be taking action to pre-

vent rising prices, it introduces a

tax bill which must result in high-

er prices! However, we should not
expect logic frm:n capitalist politi-
cians.

Some of the increases in existing
excise taxes as well As some of the
new excise taxes are as follows: dis-
tilled spirits, an increase of $1.00 a
gallon to yield $122,300,000; wines,
increased rates to yield $5,000,000;
automaobiles, tax increased from 314
to 7 per cent, to yield $74,900,000;
tires and tubes, increased rates to
yield $44,600,000; matches, a tax of 2
cents per 1,000, to yield $21,000,000;
playing cards, rate increased from 11
to 13 cents, to yield $1,000,000; radios
and receiving sets, rate increased
from 514 to 10 per cent, to yield $9.-
400,000; telephone bills, a tax of 5 per
cent, to yield $43,600,000; transporta-
tion of persons, which excludes tick-
ets for 30 days or less, a tax of 5 per
cent, to yield $36,500,000; a “use” tax
on automobiles, yachts and airplanes
of $5.000 each per year, to yield $160,-
200,000 (imagine placing yachts and
airplanes in the same class as second-
hand  automobiles!); bowling alley,
pool or billiard table tax, $15 each,
to yield $3,400,000; soft drinks, a tax
of one-sixth cent per bottle or its
equivalent, to yield $22,600,000; also
a 10 per cent tax on the following
items: phonegraphs and records, mu-
sical instruments, sporting goods,
luggage, electrical appliances, pho-
tegraphic apparatus, electric signs,
business and store machines, rubber
articles, washing machines for com-
mercial laundries, jewelry, furs and
toilet preparations.

For those making under $2,000 a
year—that is, 70 per cent of the na-
tion—these excise taxes alone (not
counting new state taxes and “volun-
tary” contributions of various types)
will mean a greater increase in their
already high taxes than is the case
with the wealthy. The writing of a
real tax bill—one which would raise
the money from those who can af-
ford it by a capital levy on all these
with incomes over $10,000 a year—
that, of course, is top much to ex-
pect from those docile representa-
tives of big business in Congress. But
we should at least expect the honor-
able congressmen to read their own
tax bill—even if they don't debate it.
This is most unlikely since only
three days have been allowed to con-
sider a bill which is 95 pages in
length!

Thus does the Congress, by its very
actions, reveal the fakery and hypoc-
risy which is involved in every tax
bill.

Conscript the War
Industries Under
erkefs’_ Conl'rql !
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Dividends on stocks listed on the New York Stock Exchange were 8.2

per cent HIGHER in the first half of 1941 than in the first half of 1940.

Not

bad, considering that 1940 was the most profitable year since 1929. But look
at the increase in the war babies. Aviation stocks incréased their dividends
by 104.6 per cent in this period. The shipbuilding industry came next with a
rise of 94 per cent, followed by the steel industry with a rise of 74 per cent.

All told, 543 listed common stocks yielded approximately $956,705,000 in
dividends in the first six months of 1941. This suggests that those industries
that have granted wage increases due to the fighting power of the workers
not only can easily afford it, but ean afford much more. This conclnsion is
heavily reinforced when it is recalled that most of the profits nowadays are not
being paid out in dividends, but are being salted away as war chests in sur-
plus accounts as well as being paid out to officers in the form of bonuses,
The argument that was made by the steel companies; for example, that a 10
per cent wage increase would bankrupt them unless they raised prices a cor-
responding amount is thus shown up for the fraud that everyone knew it to

be at the time.

Also, it is worth pointing out that the fears of the companies that higher
taxes would eat up all their profits have likewise proved to be groundless.
If the government is looking for more. money from taxes, it seems to us that
the logical thing to do is to raise corporation taxes—not the 5 per eent pro-
posed, but SUBSTANTIALLY. This, plus a 100 per cent excess profits tax,
would raise-more than ehough money so that there would be no necessity
for increased excise taxes on necessities, or for catting off 700,000 workers
from WPA. For higher taxes on industry, and higher wages paid by industry!

The-excess profits tax proposed by the House Ways and Means Committee
remains a fraud in spite of the additional levy of 10 per cent. In. the first
place, a tax running from 35 to 60 per cent on profits in excess of “normal”
is hardly one which will prevent the accumulation of huge fortunes from war
orders. Further, the rejection by the committee of the President’s proposal
to eliminate the average earnings method of computing excess profifs means
that corporations still retain the choice of this method or the capital invest-
ment method. The latter method, at least, would consider all profits over 8
per cent of the capital invested as excess. The average earnings method, it
will be recalled, considers profits above the average earned from 1936 through

1939 (with some “liberalizing” amendments already passed) as excess.

For

many of the big corporations, who have most of the “defense” orders, the
average earnings method allows them a “normal” profit far in excess of 8

per cent! The real indication, however,

of the fact that Congress has no in-

tention of passing a real excess profits tax is the inclusion of a provision
which adds 25 per cent exemption—lo the existing 100 per cent exemption—

on new capital invested by corporations.

Previously, it cost a corporation

absolutely nothing to build a new plant, on which, of course, it would make
its customary profit. Now, corporations are to be paid, in reality, to build new

plants or expand old ones!
* °

Ten days after American exporters charged the British with re-selling
American Lend-Lease materials to Latin America, the British agreed to re-
strict their trade competition with the United States. The incident furnishes
a revealing sidelight on how imperialism conducts its war for “democracy.”
American exporters have repeatedly complained that they have been meeting
with increasing British competition in the South American market, particu-
larly in such lines as steel, machinery, rubber, paper and textiles. In most
cases, the items were those in which the British are reported fo have a short-
age and which they have been importing from the U.S. under the Lend-Lease

Act.

L]
The Americans claimed that the British were either re-exporting these
American-made products or were using the American products and shipping

an equivalent amount. of British produects.

‘the idea of the American government

The Armericans didn't at all like
financing their rivals, even if they

were allies. When private cmnp]amts brought no 1esu1ts, they decuied to

malke ‘the matter public.

“The crownmc' blow in the succession of mcldents, according to exporters,
came three weeks ago when a company in Buenos Aires which was on the

British blacklist entered the market for quantities of paper.

According to

exporters, the order was substantial and at the instance of an English sup-
plier the name of the Buenos Aires buyer was removed from the blacklist
long enough to enable the British company to.bid for the business, and get
its money, whereupon the company was put back on the- blackliss again.”
—(New York Times, July 6.) Comment on this would really be superfluous,
but ,we suggest, in the interests of free trade for American capitalists, that
perhaps the President ought to include British firms on his export blacklist.

General Robert E., Wood, chairman of the board of Sears, Roebuck & Co.
and national chairman of the America First Commitiee, has resigned as chair-
man of the Economic Policy Committee of the National Association of Manu-
facturers. This resignation, “caused by inability to find time to devote to his
duties as chairman of the NAM committee,” was made about a month ago but
it was not announced until the committee meeting of July 11 when Thomas
B. MecCabe, president of the Scott Paper Co., was chosen as General Wood's
suceessor. In announcing his acceptance of the chairmanship, Mr. McCabe
said: “The impact of guns, shells, tanks and planés upon our heretofore peace-
ful butter-and-egg economy may have greater repercussions than any bomb
deliberately fabricated to create havoce. M is not at all improbable that hun-
dreds or even thousands of manufacturing plants will be shut down within
the year unless they are able to convert their production to defense work.”

(Emphasis mine—F.D.)

The chairman of the most important committee of all American mdustry
thus sees as the only alternatives for the consumer goods indusiries—either

stopping production, or shifting to instruments of war.

Out of their own

mouths the capitalists stand convicted as the bankrupt managers of a' bank-

rupt social system.

Mayoralty
Campaign--

(Continued from page 1)
the war by a socialist victory!
Defend labor’s rights against
the eneroachments of the war

jingoes and strikebreakers!
Make the rich pay for their
war! Conscription of the war
industries and a capital levy on
weallth, not indirect or direct
taxes on the people! _
End Jim-Crowism and dis-
the Ne-
the war

erimination against.
groes, especially in
industries and arined forces!

Electrical Strike.
Weakened by
Union Concession

NEW YORK CITY — Yielding . to
pressure from Washington and espe-
cially from Sidney' Hillman, whose
chief occupation is putting the serews
on strikers, the officers of Local 3,
Electrical Workers Union, have al-
lowed serious inroads to be made in
the general strike of 8,000 skilled
electricians called to compel the Con-
solidated’ Edison Co. to give 600 in-
stallation jobs to members of Loeal 3
instead of to the members of the
company union.

In the first place, 286 striking elec-
tricians employed in the Brooklyn
Navy Yard were ordered. back to
work. And, to heap insult on injury,
they have been put on an eight-hour
shift instead of a six-hour shift, to
make up for lost time.

A few days later, the executive
committee of the union ordered T0
men employed at the Ford Instru-
ment Co.'s plant in Long Island City
to abandon the strike. Following
that, 50 men were sent back on con-
struction jobs for the Army Quar-
termaster’s Corps 'at Fort Hamilton.

The New York Elecirical Contrac-
tors Assn. now requests that 300 more
strikers be ‘ordered to quit and re:
turn to their jobs, all presumably
related to the war preparations of
the Roosevelt Administration. Harry
Van Arsdale, business manager of
Local 3, is not showing too much
resistance.

Thus what started as a general
strike is no longer general, 'but' is
weakened to the extent of these com-
promises that the union leaders have
made.

Van Arsdale -stated that “by com-
plying with Mr. Hillman's request we
feel that we have given practical
proof of this union’s, willingness to
assist at all times in the national
defense effort.”

But it has not been made clear ei-
ther by Van Arsdale or by the other
labor leaders why they have to be
more patriotic than the bosses, who
have an interest in the war while the
workers have NONE. The union-
busting methods of the hidebound
Consolidated Edison Co. are respon-
sible for the strike. This must be re-
membered.

By way of a public demonstration,
a blackout of Times Square took
place on August 5. For half an hour
all the large advertising signs and
theater marquees were darkened
from 42nd to 49th Streets. The main-
tenance men of Local 3, who are not
involved in the strike, pulled the
switches as an act of solidarity and
sympathy with the strikers.

Of the estimated 20,000 construc-

senator Wheeler: False Crusader

By SUSAN GREEN

Senator Wheeler, leader of the so-
called isolationist group in Congress,
has mounted a white charger and is
erusading against the warmongers in
Washington. He would be a very for-
midable opponent — except that his
sword is suspect.

He storms against the Administra-
tion for getting into the war behind
the backs of the people. He accusges
-the newspapers and Hollywood of be-
coming -war propaganda mediums.
He even gets Warlord Stimson to
call some of his deings “very near the
line of subversive aetivilies against
the United States, if not treason.”
Whereupon Senator Hiram Johnson,
another so-called isolationist, pats
him on the back and says in effect:
“Go to it, Burt. I'll join you in the
concentration camp.”

All very fine staging and, except
for the accusations against the war-
mongers, which are true, a lot of po-
litical buncombe.

Being a boss politician of long ex-
perience, Wheeler knows darned well
that the capitalist system—which he
staunchly supports—must have for-
eign markets, that foreign markets
are fought for, that wars are not rar-
ried on by democratic means.

Thus, when Teeland was occupied
by United States forces, he reacted
in harmony with his basic capitalis-
tic convietions. His opposition to
this. dietatorial administrative war
measure, taken without the consent
of his dear people and without the
sancfion of his sacred Congress, was
of the yes-and-no variety.

“I would have no objection to the
occupation of Iceland purely as a de-
fense measure,” said Wheeler —
plainly a distinction without a dif-
ference. Mussolini occupied Albania
as a “defense” measure; Hitler occu-
pied the Low Countries as a “de-
fense” measure; Stalin occupied parts
of Finland as a “defense” measure.

Gypsum Workers
Set for Long
Strike Struggle

The gas, coke and chemical divi-
sion of the United Mine Workers,
CIQ, is conducting a strike in nine-
teen plants of the U.S. Gypsum Co.
Though the men have been out for
several weeks, the company still re-
fuses to confer with the men and
the efforts of the federal conciliation
service have completely failed to im-
press the boss. To date, however,
President Roosevelt has not sent the
army to coerce the company.

This strike is an initial move on
the part of the gas, coke and chem-"
ical division of the UMW to organ-
ize and improve the conditions of
some 600,000 workers in these lines.
President Lewis has rei:ent]y organ-
ized the division, placing Ora E. Gas-
away in the office of president of the
division. The plan is to expand and
cover the du Pont plants, gas utility
companies, factories using the by-
products of coal for manufacturing.
purposes, and so on. 4 '

For this reason the UMW is put-
ting its rescurces behind the striking
workers of the Gypsum Co. and is
preparing for a long struggle to win.

tion workers affected by the strike
of the electricians, many have joined
the strikers. It remains for the rank
and file not to permit their officers to
further weaken their fighting power.

Always (who has any doubt?) impe-
rialist military maneuvers are purely
“defensive” actions.

Again, when Stimson lambasted
Wheeler for sending anti-war post-
cards to men in the army, on what
basis did the flery Senator defend
himself? “I would not write to men
in the army to urge them to write to
the President,” explained this limp-
ing crusader. It was purely acci-
dental that a few army men, whose
names just happened to be on the
commercial mailing list Wheeler
used, got those post cards.

Why shouldn’t this loud defender
of “democratic” rights send his anti-
war cards to men in the army? Why
shouldn’t he urge those most vitally
concerned by war to express their
views to the President?

Why? Because “anti-war” Wheeler
agrees with Warlord Stimson that the
capitalist class must. have an army
-rigidly controlled from the top.
“Theirs not to reason why; theirs
not to make reply; theirs but to do
and die"—as the poet put it. An army
that has the right to ask for reasons,
to discuss, to say yes or no, will re-
fuse to fight for imperialist interests.
Wheeler, as a boss politician, knows
this. No wonder Warlord Stimson ac-
cepted his explanation and 1ssued a
publie apology.

More than a week ago, Senator
Clark, also an isolationist, came. out
with the blunt proposal that the
United States simply take over the
whole western hemisphere. He advo-
cated following the Hitler example
of setting up “puppet governments
which we could trust to put Amer-
ican interests ahead of Germany or
any other natien in the world.”

To date, Senator Wheeler, who is
quite vociferous on all subjects, has
made no public disclaimer of sharing
Senator Clark’s “aggressive ap-
proach” to Canada, Central and
South America.

That noted “isolationist” Lind-
bergh, Wheeler's political partner,
also advocates taking by force of
arms, if need be, every strategic point
in this hemisphere to insure com-
plete control by the home-grown
crop of world imperialists. It cer-
tainly becomes necessary to write
“isolationist” in quotation marks.
These capitalist politicians know
their stuff about the necessity for
FOREIGN MARKETS AND
SPHERES OF INFLUENCE.

After the series of moves taken by

.Roosevelt in the Far Eastern situa-

tion, which unquestionably brought
the United States nearer to a war
with Japan and which just as un-
questionably were made without the
consent of the people or of Congress,
Wheeler gave his complete approval.
He told the Washington correspond-
ents: “I think the President did the
right thing. You may say for me
that ¥ agree with him—for the first
time.”

This “anti-war, isolationist” leader
is not against war with Japan nor
against infervention in Asia. Over
the rich markets of Asia, he gets so
excited that he forgets to put on his
anti-war, isolationist mask.

‘What distinguishes Wheeler. & Co.
from the pro-Roosevelt politicians is
simply this:

The “isolationists” are willing to
fight for American imperialist inter-
ests in the western hemisphere and
in the Far East. Intervention there
is right up their alley. But they fear
that by entering the exhausting Eu-
ropean war, American imperialism
will be biting off more than it can
chew. No little impressed by fascist
methods, they would rather make a
deal with Hitler on the European
front.

On the other hand, Roosevelt is
willing to take a chance. By going
the whole hog he hopes that, as sen-

ior victor in the European war Amer-
ican imperialism will sit on top of
the whole world.

No wonder the Kiplinger Busmess
Service reports: “Secret: politics are
being played with the anti-war
‘ groups.” There is much in common
between the “isolationists” and the
interventionists.

The fine “democratic” ideals thaﬁ
Wheeler shouts as he brandishes hJs !
rubber sword, are just poIi‘ti‘-cs—-
meant for consumption by a pres
dominantly anti-war public. His
“ideals” are no more to be relied on
by the workers than the assurances
of the Roosevelt warmongess that
they are fighting for “democracy.”

Curtiss Drive==

(Continued from page 1)

uary that it had concluded an agree-
ment with the Aircraft council to
raise wages 7 per cent, or about 3
cents an hour. Naturally the mem-
bers knew nothing about the “nego-
tiations” until the company’s an-
nouncement.

The tremendous 3 cent raise only
m:ade the men sore. The Aireraft be-
gan to hold regular meetings, hired
a high-priced publicity man, threw
out a couple of its members who
were fightlng for a real program and
generally got pretty nasty. At one
meeting the members voted over-
whelmingly to fire $7,200 a year Law-
yer Hamilton. The 1l-man council
overruled the mmembership and Ham-
ilton is’still hanging: on to this par-
ticular racket, although a couple of
his other local rackets, Taneraft and
Calcocraft, were recently junked by
disgusted workers.

The next Curtiss-Aircraft scheme
was a proposal for a T'.-hour, 6-day
week to replace the 8-hour, 5-day
week., The company graciously al-
lowed the workers to vote on this
fraud; they rejected it so overwhelm-
ingly that the actual count of the
vote wasn't even announced. The
UAW, which has urged the men in a
leaflet to vote NO on the plan, gained
a good deal of prestige. Incidentally,
the company has just succeeded in
slipping a 6-day week over on the
workers, even though it has been
laying off men for lack of work. The
Aireraft has remained mum on this.

Try Hocus-Pocus

All these moenths Local 753 has been
-gradually picking up strength inside

the shop. Curtiss and its Aircraft'
puppet had to do something big. So
they decided to “arbitrate.” They
hired the aged Judge Charles Sears
of Buffalo, who had just finished pre-
siding at Harry Bridges' deportation
hearings. The impartial judge heard
“both sides” of the ecase and handed
down a verdict. This arbitration ho-
cus-pocus was ballyhooed 4 the Air-
craft’s alternative to striking, and, by
the way, to genuine collective bar-
gaining.

The arbitration award was so com-
plicated that nobody could figure it
out. AIll the workers could see was
that they had been promised a 14-
cent raise plus two months’ retroac-
tive pay—which they didn't get. The
Airef™sft claimed that the raise aver-
aged 11'% cents—a statement which
the CIO proved, by an analysis of
the complex charts, to be false—and
that the men would get one month
back raise. The reaction was terrific.
Hundreds of men tore up their Air-
craft cards right in the plant. CIO
buttons sprouted like mushrooms;
stewards who had been trying for
months to get members one at a time
were deluged with requests for ap-
plication cards. In final assembly, a
big sign was posted: I Was a Blank to
Join Aircraft, with a drawing of
Blank to which the men stuck their
Aircraft buttons.

Ripe for Unionism

Much of the resentment has died
down in the past few weeks, but the
plant is still just about ripe for a
real union. Had the CIO been on its
toes. when the award broke, the en-
tire plant might have gone UAW-

The Readers of L

ENGLEWOOD WORKERS
RESTLESS AND READY
Dear Editor: /
On September 1 the contract be-
tween Local 1478, SWOC-CIO, and
the Englewood plant of the Amer-
ican Can Co. expires. The local be-
gins negotiations next week.
American Can is experiencing the
biggest year in its profit-fat history.

Can customers, frightened by gov- .

ernment priorities and aware of the
future rationing- of tin plate, are fran-
tically laying in tremendous over-
stocks of cans. Our department alone
has -béen maintaining a terrific pro-
duetion pace of over 50 million cans
per month for beer manufacturers.
Most American Can plants are oper-
ating on a 24-hour, 6-day basis. Re-
cently the Englewood plant has ap-
plied for a permit to begin a T-day
work schedule. American Can is also
getting its share of government con-
tracts. The Englewood plant has an
unlimited order for army ration cans
and has machinery set up to begin
productlon of gas mask linings. Last
week the American Can Co. an-
nounced the purchase of & 50-build-
ing, 20-acre site in Harvey, IllL, to
begin the manufacture of “sleeves”
for shells.

Yes, American Can is doing a tidy
bit of business these days. And the
employees? What is our share in this
boom? Prqductmn has been stepped
up, and we are always asked to put

out more Foremen have been_ heard i

making bets with some of the body
makers: “I'll bet you can't put out
so many cans this week.” One fore-
man told his men that before he
could grant vacations the workers
would have to stock up ahead on
work. With the increase in produc-
tion there has been the inevitable
laxity in safety. The first aid room
is constantly crowded and no worker
can boast of not having visited it at
least once. We are working for a
lousy 6215 cent minimum for men
and 51 cents for women.

Yes, this is higher than the mini-
mum of a year ago (thanks to our
union) but not more in proportion
to the increased cost of living. Where
in hell does my pay go these days?
Pork chops are higher, the /landlord
raised the rent, a glass of beer costs
more, the movies and cigarettes are
up.

American Can, a subsidiary of U.S.
Steel, is getting away with murder.
U.S. Steel has established a 75 cent
minimum for both men and women
and there's no reason why American
Can shouldn't follow suit. SWOC of-
ficials have exploded the company
statement that steel is representative
of a higher sgkill'than tin plate. There
are men and women at Englewood
performing jobs much more skillful
than anything in steel at a lower
minimum rate. .

Qur new contract demands? L
Unien shop. 2. Improved seniority
p]an.- 3 I-Iigher wages—:—?ﬁ cent mini-

Aclion

mum and other increases. 4. A more
{iberal vacation clause. 5. Hospital-
ization plan: 6. Draftee pay. 7. A
better safety program.

The workers at Englewood are
restless and ready. Only a few work-
ers of the 1,800 employed have not
been organized. Our local, the larg-
est (1,600) dues-paying local in the
SWOC of the Chicago area, is united
and strong. Our demands are just
and of a minimum nature and in Sep-
tember we expect satisfaction. In
1934, the American Can Co. made
more money than.in any previous
year. That year the Can Co. forced
all its employees to take a 10 per
cent cut in wages! Old and new
workers alike, we'll remember that
among other things when our con-
tract expires in September.

Englewood Worker.
L ]

STEPCHILDREN IN THE
CITY OF BROTHERLY LOVE
To the Editor:

“Philadelphia, the City of Brother-
ly Love.” :

Anyone wishing to find the mean-
ing of Brotherly Love should go to
Philadelphia and especially to Rit-
tenhouse Square. It is really a love-
ly place. A park with smoothly
paved walks, large’ trees shading
grassy lanes on which a flock of pig-
eons and tame squirrels play, tempt-
ing the visitors to feed them.

On the benches you’ll see people.

resting, some reading,.some heck.ling,

[ ]
chatting and some just aimlessly,
gloomily glancing into space. There
might be a few. children, a very old
person, even one or two poor peo-
ple, but no “bums.” For the park
watchman is constantly keeping his
eye peeled, so that law and order
prevail.

Surrounding the square, the build-
ings alone depict our society. For
they represent our capitalist class.
We can see towers 25 stories high in-
between two and three story residen-
tial palaces, which bespeak luxury
and wealth. In the dark of night one
can see through the unshaded win-
dows glistening, luxurious furniture,
vases, paintings on the walls and
hardly a living, moving soul inside
of them.

These palaces are abandoned for
the summer. Their owners are spend-
ing summer vacations somewhere in

y the mountains or perhaps Bermuda.
" All you can see which shows that
thege buildings belong to living per-
sons, .that they are not tombs, like

ancient pyramids, are the watch-
men, who, uniformed from head to

foot, pace back and forth in front
of the entrance telling its tale: this
is private property.

Another evidence of life in these
palaces is when in the late evening

the personal servants lead the v r1--

ous breeds of 'dogs for a walk to
beautiful park. There no ch11dren are
allowed to stamp the grass but if the

dog des:res« ta reIieve hunselt on this-_ _

the

beautiful grassy lane, the attendant
will not object. He'll simply follow
the dog who, in this instance, is his
master. X

And there you can see and feel the
real brotherly love. Even dogs, pig-
eons and squirrels are well fed and
gently attended.

Now just take a walk two blocks
northwest and you come to Lombard
Street. This is a borderline between
the City of Brotherly Love and
Brotherly Hate. This is a street in
the Negro residential district. Here
one can see, feel and even smell the
reality. A half naked, almost bare-
foot people, bent by age, poverty,
misery and hunger, some crippled
and deformed, are pushing their
pushecarts with junk, scrap or what-
ever else they had rescued from the
garbage or refuse cans.

Their living quarters often consist
of cne room, which years ago was
a store. Now it serves for kitchen,
dining room, front room and bed-
room. Furniture: perhaps one or
two broken chairs. No beds. They
sleep on the display rack, right in
the window. And lucky are those
whose window-glass still sticks fo-
gether. But you can also find them
sleeping right on the stone steps, or
straight on the brick walk by the
building wall and even some in the
gutter.

They are Americans too. They too
live in' the City of Brotherly Love.

They foo had helnad 1o bullh the |

Rittenhouse Square and all that sur-
rounds ‘it. Yes, they are really the
ones who had made America what it
is, but, they are proletarians and
black in addition. They are the step-
children of America, for they are
dispossessed.

O Christian civilization! O “de-
mocracy”! O “Americanism”! All in
one, they mean capitalism. When will
we be blessed by a new society?
When, oh when, will we have democ-
racy? ]

S. D.

rd
We Demand: Higher
Wages and Workers’
Rights for Conscripts!

=3 —i

QUOTAS 100 PER CENT FILLED

Branch
San Francisco

CIO. But the fact of the matter is
that the CIO leadership has been re-
luctant to give the CIO workers in
Curtiss fhe cooperation they desérve. :
The CIO boys in Curtiss are as fine
and militant a bunch of workers:.as
you will find in any unorganized
factory. Some of them are veterans
of the '34 strike, but the majority are:
young kids who know what' genuine
unionism means and are willing to
fight hard fo achieve their goal. They
have had as.much trouble trying to
wheedle aid from the CIO as they
have had in trying to orgamze the
plants.

After months and months of organa*
izing, it wasn’t until a few weeks ago:
that the first sound truck made. its
appearance at the new plant.: Sound
trucks, leaflets, radio broadcasts——tms
is what the Curtiss boys need in the
way of outside help, and there is no
reason why they should have to beg-
for them. ‘ :

Although Curtiss has. temporarily’
stymied the CIO by forbidding the
distribution of union ‘material inside
the plants and has gotten the cops:
to stop the sound truck (which was
having a real effeet every day dur-
ing lunch hour), they will never be
able to halt the swing toward the
CIO if the workers are given proper
moral and FINANCIAL assistance
from the UAW and the CIO.

UAW men: Demand that your un- -
ion give all-out aid to Curtiss Local .
753!" The 25,000 Curtiss workers must
and will be organized! -

PRESS
CTIO

25¢ SUB DRIVE _

New York City is now in the final
week of its drive to obtain its quota
of 75 new 25 cent subscriptions to
LABOR ACTION. To date, it has not
done very well, but promises to wind
up the drive during this final week
with a 100 per cent score.

PRESENT NEW YORK STANDING :
Queens ' ;
Yorkville
Bronx -
Harlem
Central
Brownsville
YPSL

8l wowsoam

Total

BRANCHES OBTAINING NO SUBS
Branch Quota
Chicago South Side _._____ 10
Streator
Baltimore
Rochester
North Philadelphia _. :
South Philadelphia . 10
Washington, D. €. ... — 10

TOTAL 25 CENT SUBS OB-

TAINED TO DATE—152. The record

of those turn in appear below.

. THE DRIVE IS NOT OVER

Although this campaign for new
subscriptions is officially over August
15, we should not relax our efforts to
continue to obtain this special intro-. =
ductory sub. In particular, we should
do everything possible to meet our
goal of 200 subscriptions by August
15. This means 48 subs within the‘-
next week. :

The fact that the branches which
have put any effort at all into this
drive have been able to more than
fill their gquotas demonstrates that
these subs can be very popular, if
we but do our part.

It is essential that those branches
which have ignored this drive until
now devote this entire week to fill- -
ing their quotas. Also, those branches '
whose quotas are partially filled
should do their best to complete
them. And finally, those branches
which have gone over their quotas
should not relax their efforts to con-
tain to obtain' these subs. ol)

Let’s all go “over the top” in the e

final week of the drive!
Subs -
Quota Obtained
8 g0

Boston .

6 8

Lynn

5 13

St. Louis _.

10 ‘44

Columbus

3 7

Syracuse.

5

Portola

No quota set 7

10 L

National Office ..
QUOTAS PARTIALLY FILLED
Los Angeles _

1

Chicago Central
Worcester

Kansas City

Buffalo
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OUR PROGRAM AGAINST
THE WAR

1. ' Against both imperialist war camps!
For the third camp of World Labor
and the colonial peoples!

For the right to strike! For the defense
of civil liberties and all workers’ rights!
Stop the persecution of aliens. Against
the M-Day pluns and war-time dictator-
!h:p.
Thirty hours a week; thirty dollars min-
imum pay! Time and a half wages for
overtime above 30 hours. For increased
wages to meet the rising cost of living.
Let the people vote on war! For the
right of youth to vote at the age of 18
—old enough to fight, old enough to
vote! :
Not a man, not a cent for Wall Street’s
war! A capital levy to cover the costs
of imperialist war. No indirect taxes
on the people.
Conscript the war
workers’ control!
Expropriate the “Sixty Families”—the
‘three per cent of the people who own
ninety per cent of the wealth!
No gevernment contract without a un-
ion contract! '
Abolish secret diplomacy! Open the
_files of the State Department.
Full workers’ rights for conscripts—the
right to organize and to bargain col-
lectively with the officers, the right of
free speech, press and assembly.
$60 a month minimum for conscripts.
Former employers to pay the wage dif-
ferential and guarantee return of the
job.
Withdraw all armed forces from terri-
tory outside the United States. Free
the colonies. Hands off Latin America.
Down with Jim-Crow and anti-Semi-
tism! For full social, economic and
political equality for Negroes. End dis-
crimination against Negroes in indus-
try and in the trade unions.
For Workers’ Defense Guards against
fascist and vigilante attacks!
For an Independent Labor Party,
For a workers’ government and a peo-
ple’s army! No confidence in the
Roosevelt government.
For Peace through Socialism. For the
Socialist United States of the Americas,
for the Socialist United States of Eu-
rope, for the World Socialist Federa-

tion.

industries under

;Iinvestigqte

The ‘Ca'm ps!

The Monday (August 4) newspapers car-
ried stories of a riot at Fort Dix in which
one soldier, a prisoner, was killed by camp
guards.

There is a lot here that needs investiga-
tion. But while the shooting of a soldier-
prisoner is shocking enough, there is an-
other fact which is even more shocking.

" The newspapers report that 350 soldiers
were in the guardhouse, that these prison-
ers boiled over when the guards opened
fire .on a prisoner who was presumably try-
‘ing to escape, and that the guards then
fired ("in the air”’) on all 350.

But how is it that in one camp 350 sol-
diers are in the guardhouse? That's the
question that the brass hats must answer.

. We suspect the answer: the men are fed
up with the army and with the totalitarians
‘who run it. Many of them, if not most of
‘them, didn’t want to join in the first place.
They were forced to. They don't want to
serve. They don't want to lose their lives
in boss war. They are dissatisfied with
camp “‘wages’’ and camp conditions.

It is a known fact that never before in
the history of the army has AWOL been so

used to go ‘‘over the hill”’ before, whole
bqrmcks do so now. These are the men
who have not been broken physically or

Others, unable to stand the strain and the
conditions, fill the hospitals; either as pa-
tients who have succumbed physically or as
patients driven to insanity, or near it.
Three hundred and fifty men in the
guardhouse at one time in one camp! How
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many others in hospitals, no one knows!
And with every prospect of both numbers
increasing as the draft extension goes into
effect! _

An investigation is plainly needed. Not,
however, an investigation conducted by a
congressional whitewash committee, but an
investigation demanded and carried out by
trade union representatives, seeking to help
fellow-workers who are serving in the
bosses army through no fault of their own.
‘The brass-hats won't like it; but labor must
demand it. .

Before that investigation is made, there
are nevertheless certain demands which are
obvious on the very face of things: Higher
wages—a minimum of $60 a month, plus
ALL expenses! '

Workers’ rights—the right to select com-
mittees of their own choosing to champion
their grievances; the right to speak freely
and write freely; the right to organized
{odion!

Prices and Wages

Labor should not allow the threat of
unemployment to hundreds of thousands of

- workers in the auto, textile and other con-

sumer goods industries to become a red her-
ring in their path to higher wages. The
profit-bloated bosses must not be allowed
to get away with the inadequate wages they
are now paying.

Recent figures from the office of the
Secretary of Labor in Washington once
‘more emphasize the urgency of the work-
ers’ demanding more and more of the prod-
uct of their labor.

For the month of May- June 1941, out
of 27,155 manufacturing plants rnqkmg
reports to the Secretary of Labor, only
1,097 of them—or less than 4 per cent—
granted’ pay increases to their workers.
These ‘'fortunate’’ workers constitute a
mere 7 per cent of all those employed in
the 27,155 factories—or 478,242 workers
out of 5,562,954. These figures are sup-
posed to represent a cross section of the en-

tire country.

THE COST OF LIVING DURING THAT
'"MONTH ALONE ROSE BY 2 PER CENT TO
4 PER CENT ABOVE THE PREVIOUS
MONTH. ALL THE WORKERS HAD TO
PAY THAT INCREASE!

What about the workers in the 90 per
cent of the factories where the tight-fisted
bosses paid no higher wages that month?
How did 93 per cent of the workers, who
got no increases, meet the higher prices?
THEY JUST DIDN'T!

This is corroborated in the Kiplinger
Business Letter of July 19 which states—
very conservatively—that while many em-
ployers have raised wages, "MANY HAVE
NOT.”"

Where do the workers employed by this
group of die-hard bosses stand with relation
to the cost of living!

And how do the more ""fortunate’” work-
ers get along? Could those who got an in-

‘crease in June keep abreast of prices as
they steadily mounted during July? Could
those who got a raise in May keep up with
the price boosts of 2 to 4 per cent in June?
THEY JUST COULDN'T!

THe wages of even the best paid workers
are lagging far behind the cost of living.
The average wage of that part of labor
which received increases is only 10 per cent
higher—against a 15 per cent rise in prices.

This disproportion is becoming greater
day by day, week by week, month by
month. At the beginning of the year, the
estimated rise in prices since the war was
10 per cent. At the end of July it is put at
15 per cent. The housewife knows that for
many items she is actually paying 20 and
25 per-cent more. At the end of August,
costs will be on a still higher rung of the
ladder. '

W. H. Lawrence, writing from Washing-
ton, says in the New York Times of August
2: "Food prices may advance considerably
_before they are subject to federal controls.”

LABOR'S STANDARD OF LIVING IS
DEFINITELY ON, THE ESCALATOR
MARKED “"DOWN. "

The basic need of the day is for higher
wages for all workers—and for upward slid-
ing ‘wegge scales to keep pace with the
mounting cost of living!

 NOTHI NG—AND NOBODY—SHOULD
BE ALLOWED TO STAND IN THE WAY!

For Labor Action--
Join the Workers Party

Labor Board - Al§ AFL’s Tébm

In Fight on Local 544- CIO

(Continued from page 1)
tary-Treasurer Kelly Postal and Or-
ganizer Moe Horck on charges of
“first degree grand larceny,” the to-
tal number of indictments, each one
more fraudulent than the last, is
now 67. Local 544, confident of vic-
tory, and with the national CIO sol-
idly behind it, dismissed the latest
indictments as being “as idiotic and
meaningless as the earlier  ‘embez-
zlement' action” against Kelly. Postal
and Miles Dunne, who are guilty of
nothing more than- protecting the

. union’s funds.

NPLD Backs 544

Following the lead of the CIO, La-
bor’s Non-Partisan League, of which
John L. Lewis is chairman, branded
the federal indictment of 29 members
of Local 544 and the Socialist Work-
ers Party as a “menace to fundamen-
tal ecivil liberties and to labor’'s basic
.rights.” !

The NPLD statement compares the
indictments with the infamous “witch
hunting tactics of the Department of
Justice under A. Mitchell Palmer in
World War 1.”

“In St. Paul a few days ago,” says
the statement, “a large number of
CIO union members of Minneapolis
were indicted for holding allegedly
subversive opinions. The indictment
went back to 1938 in strained efforts
io find some incident on which to
base its action. Not what these men
did but what they thought formed
the real erime angaist them.

“In this particular case, the Jus-
tice Department did not act against
these allegedly subversive persons
until three years after the deed com-
plained of and only after they had
transferred their membership from
the AFL Teamsters Union to the CIO.

“To many observers here, both in
and outside the labor movement, this
is a clear case of Justice Department
interference in trade union matters.
By its actions, the Justice Depart-
ment seeks to discourage teamsters
from joining the CIO.

“The incident is regarded generally
here as an attempt by the Justice
Department to establish a precedent.
If it is successful, many inférmed
persons are expecting other indict-
ments of labor figures who do not
toe the mark in the way some bu-
reaucrat would prefer that they do.

“If Minneapolis teamsters can be
jailed for their opinions, so can any-
body. That is why the case -is: of

SWOC Strikes
Timken Co.

Special to Labor Action ;

COLUMBUS, Ohio— Columbus this
week was the scene of the biggest
CIO strike since the CIO was organ-
ized here. The employees of the Tim-
ken Roller Bearing Co. went out on
strike in protfest against the firing of
five women members of SWOC Lo-
cal 2173.

The company, which employs about
2,600 in the shops, discharged the five
on charges that they had mixed roller
bearings of different sizes in their
baskets. The union claims that this
is an unavoidable error because of
the speedup and because of the min-
ute differences in the size of “the
bearings. The real reason for the
discharge is that the women employ-
ees are jusl beginning to join the
SWOC, and the company wishes to
prevent any further gains for the
union. The company, however, is not
discouraging membership in the *in-
dependent” union. _

Since the start of the strike, the
SWOC local has signed up over 200
additional members. The SWOC al-
ready has well over 85 per cent of*
the shop employees, and is increas-
ing that figure daily.

The union insists that the girls be
reinstated with back pay. The com-
pany has offered to reemploy the five
as they see fit, but refused them
back pay. The union has refused to
accept this offer. This is the main
issue of the strike. The union has a
signed agreement with the company
and'is not reopening the wage issue.

By a campaign of newspaper ad-
vertisements, the company is imply-
ing that the union is carrying on an
underhanded, subversive attack upon
the “national defense” effort. The
latest ad claims that even the few
days' time already lost may mean the
delay ‘in the construction of battle-
ships badly needed by Britain. Thus,
runs the vicious charge, the workers
are really aiding Hitler to conquer
the world and enslave “free” labor.

Columbus is on its way to becom-
ing.a CIO town. With the Transport
Workers organizing the street car

and bus drivers, and the United Auto
Workers starting in on the Curtiss-
Wright plant, it won't be long now.

Just a week ago the employees of
the Felber Biscuit Co., mostly woin-
en, members of the United Bakery
Workers (CIO), went out on strike
in protest over the fact that fore-

men and foreladies were intimidat-
ing and bribing CIO members to
join a rival organization. The strik-
ers put on a militant show of force.
Four women union members had to
be sent to a hospital because three
men rushed the picket line to get to
wérk. The strikers have gone back
‘to work, pending an NLRB election

national importance to civil liber-
ties.”

The NPLD charge that the men
are being tried for their alleged opin-
ions, and not for any overt acts, was
proved by a correspondent for the
liberal weekly, The Nation, who in-
terviewed Justice' Department offi-
cials. Though Attorney General Bid-

- dle” and his assistant, Mr. Berge, ap-

proved the indictments, they each
tried to pass the buck when asked
to state specific charges, claiming
ignorance of the facts. The corre-
spondent, I. F .Stone, concluded that
the Department of Justice could not
attribute a single subversive act
against the 29 indicted men, that it
was resting its case on the OPIN-.
IONS these men are supposed to
hold. This in *democratic” United
States, not in Hitler Germany!

Stalinists Join Humnt

If the attorneys for the defense do
not succeed in getting a postpone-
ment, all 20 will be arraigned on
August 11. Bail has been provided
for all. Carl Skogland, who last week
was ordered to show cause why he
should not be deported as un unde-
sirable alien (to Nazi-governed
Sweden!) and held in $25,000 bail,
has also been released on bail low-
ered to $3,500.

World at

{Continued from page 1)

ponents to the German war machine.
For the renumnciation by Stalin of
revolutionary ways in the conduct
of the war means in the last analy-
sis that victory can only be achieved
"on the purely milita?ry plane. On
this plane, despite the wvasiness of
Russia and the tremendous reserves
of her manpower, superiority in
equipment will be decisive. And it
is ‘precisely here that the arsenal of
industrial Germany assures her the
greater flow of equipment.

As a matter of fact, the strong re-
sistance of the Russians up to now is
due primarily to the fact that for
years, and especially' of late, they
have stocked up with tremendous
amounts of tanks, airplanes, cannon

and all kids of mechanized equip- -

ment. The Germans have admitted
that they greatly wunderestimated
both the amount and the quality of
this material. They thought that in
the first surprise they could destroy
the major part of the Russian mech-
anized equipment, after which there
would be easy sailing.

For the moment, the German blitz-
krieg has been more or less success-
fully blocked by the Russian counter-
war has demonstrated that the blitz-
krieg can only be countered by the
blitzkrieg. Militarily, two years of
blitzkrieg. One must credit the Rus-
sians with having understood this
for a long time and having trained
their army accordingly. However, as
a blitzkrieg army cannot exist with-
out tanks, airplanes and other mech-
anized equipment, the answer to how
long the Russians can continue to
resist *is contained in what remains
and what can be brought forward in
the sphere of equipment.

Of course there are other factors
about Russian resistance that must
be considered. One of these is mo-
rale. There is no guestion that the
Russians have it. The Germans have
admitied that the Russians fight like
“fanatics.” There is also abundant
testimony of guerrilla fighting be-

hind the lines. It would be easy for.

one to say that because of the suf-
ferings of the Russian masses under
the terror of Stalinism that the Rus-
sian masses lack the heart to fight
the German invader. However, such
an estimation would be false. Even
on purely national grounds, the Rus-
sian soldier has in the past fought
bravely against an invading foe. On
those grounds also one can point to
the high morale that existed among
the Greeks—despite the.bloody Me-
taxas dictatorship—in the face of the
Italian and German invaders.

Even in the First World War, under
the corrupt Czarist regime, knout and
all, the Russian soldier fought with
great courage for over three long
vears. However, to refer to Russian
nationalism as a source of morale
does not exhaust this question. Among
the Russian people a large section of
the youth'is undoubtedly loyal to
Stalinism. More so than in the Ger-
many, the youth, knowing no other
life than under Stalinist and igno-
rant of the traditions of the Revolu-
tion, adheres to the: shibboleths of the
regime. In the cadre or permanent
Russian army some 4,000,000 soldiers,
who have been treated comparatively
well, no doubt feel that they have
something to fight for.

Nor must we overlook that privi-
leged section of the population, the
bureaucrats and administrators of all
kinds, the police and the GPU, the
Stakhanovists and the technicians of
all kinds, the so-called Soviet intel-
ligentsia, wheo would fight te the
death to. preserve their privlleges
TROTSKY ESTIMATED THIS PRI-
VILEGED STRATUM AT NO LESS
THAN 25,000,000 PERSONS!

When one considers what a tre-
mendous’ conscious force this repre-

sents in the prosecution of the war
against I-Ixt.]er. is it any wonder that
Russian public: opinion  is seemingly
unanimous in the fight against Hit-

By way of completing the picture
of reaction united against militant
unionists, the Mexican Stalinists
have applauded the indictment. The
Militant, weekly newspaper of the
SWP, reports that the Mexican Sta-
linists have raised a trial balloon for
the line of the Stalinists in this
country. The U.S. Stalinists have not
YET joined the Tobin-Roosevelt con~
spiracy against the Minneapolis un-
ionists. Nor have' they protested it.
Trying out the line first. in Mexico,
they may soon apply it in this coun-
iry.

The Militant’s correspondent re-
ports that the Stalinist newspaper,
El Popular, headlined its Minneapo-
lis story as follows: “Plot of Trot-
skyist Provocateurs in the U.S. A
typical sentence from the article is:
“They (the Trotskyists) wanted to
sabotage in all forms the defense
program of the United States” and,
worst -of all, they wanted to “over-
throw the government of President
Roosevelt.”

Thus Roosevelt pays off a political
debt to Tobin and Stalin pays off .a
debt to Roosevelt..

Against all the witch-hunters, la-
bor must back the CIO in its defense
of Local 544.
fend militant unionism!

War - -

ler? \Furthermore, the Russian mas-
ses have no love for Hitler. During
the Spanish war their response in
support of the Loyalist struggle
against Franco, Mussolini and Hitler
was tremendous. They hate Hitler-
ism and, like the British workers,
that is what they think they are
fighting against. As there is seem-
ingly no third choice to pick from
under totalitarian Stalinism, they are
loath to put themselves under the
naked totalitarianism of the foreign
OPPressor. .

. So much for morale,

Another important faector which
explains the tenacity of Russian re-
sistance is the faet that within the
ruling stratum no wvacillations exist
as was the case from the very be-
ginning with the bourgeois opponent
nations of Hitler, notably France.
The Russian bureaucracy ai present
experiences no visible hesitations.
All of them stand fo lose by a Hitler
vietory. They have no compunction
regarding the destruction of proper-
ty. Thus they are able to pursue a
“s¢orched earth” policy. There is no
“fifth column” in Russia working on
the side of Hitler. If Stalin is never-
theless compelled to install pelitical
commissars in the army it is not be-
cause he is afraid of those who are
‘not only anti-Hitler but also anti-
Stalin. The purges in the army and
in the couniry were too widespread
and touched too many people for
Stalin not to attempt “preventive”
. measures.

There are, of course, other factors -

too which account for the Russian
resistance. One of them is the excel-
lent system of fortifications, which
were the brain. child of Tukhachev-
sky, whom Stalin murdered.
However, we must emphasize that
all of these factors, important as they
are, cannot by themselves win the

war for Stalin against the superior.

technology of Hitler. Only the dis-
integration of Hitler's army by revo-
lutionary means and a revolution in
Germany can assure a victory for
Russia. The Russia of Lenin and
Trotsky, far weaker and exhausted in
a madterial sense, was able by these
means to emerge victorious in the
end. Even the initial defeats they
suffered together with the loss of
tremendous territories could neot pre-
vent them from winning the war. It
was the world revolutionary strug-
gles which saved them.

However, Stalin is incapable of a .

revolutionary- struggle. Revolution is
“foreign to the degenerated bureauc-
racy and they are afraid of the forces
that it may unleash. We see now
that if they could have thought in
those terms they would have mobi-
lized the Russian Army at the time
that Hitler advanced to power in
Germany. This was Trotsky's ad-
vice when the German Army was as
yet in its infancy and certainly no
match for the Russian Army.

Were it not that Hitler is fighting
not only against Russia but against
time, one could say with certainty
that Stalin is doomed to defeat. As
it is, if the Russians hold out until
the winter it is possible that Stalin
may survive with the help of his
“democratic” friends. Another six
months or a year is of inestimable
advantage to the “democratic’ impe-
rialists. It is only now that the Amer-
ican assembly lines are'beginning to
roll off the materials for mechanized
warfare. It is only now that the mass
army of America is beginning to take
form. The Russian war has been a
tremendous boon to them. :

Whatever will be the fate of Rus-
sia, “dembcratic” imperialism has
certainly been strengthéned. 1t is to
their advantage to keep that war

‘going. That is why Hopkins flew to

Moscow. and that is . why support is
being promised to Stalin. Increas-
ingly, Russia will find itself more
and more dependent on Great Brit-
ain and America, and with or with-
out Stalin it is they who mtend to

_miold the shape of:
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That is the way to de-’

By TED LYONS

President Roosevelt is both a man of letters
and promises. This is an excellent combination
for a capitalist pohtlclan As ‘a man of letfers
Roosevelt is well equipped to put over, in a finely
pohshed and skillful manner, any and all of hlS
“pie in the sky” promises.

Roosevelt has promised a lot of things fo a lot
of people . . . the Negro, for one. If the govern-
ment has ever given the Negroes anything bésides
misery—it has been an over-abundant supply - of
promises. No jobs. No decent hoysing. "No equal-
ity. But promises? Enough to float ‘a battleship!
After all, promises cost little and are worth less.

Especially on the abolition of Jim-Crow has ‘the
Roosevelt regime waxed eloquent. Hillman; the
Quisling of labor, has thrown all the power of his
position as office boy for the OPM behind the
Roosevelt promise of endirig Jim-Crow. Knudsen,
Knox and Stimson have also added their opposi-

tion to Jim-Crow with their fiery and furious -

statements to the big Jim-Crow capitalists. They
shook their little fingers at the bosses and said:
“Tsk! Tsk!” i

The Anti-Eynch Bill 'is still collecting dust in-
stead of the needed signatures for its passage. You
can bet your life (not mine) that Roosevelt is for
the Negro people. But it seems that the fish seem
to be biting better off the coast of Florida every
time the Anti-Lynch Bill has to be signed. Either
the fish story or the one about Roosevelt being
completely worn out from writing his strenuous
retorts to the scandalous treatment of the op-
pressed people—in Europe.

“PENALTY” FOR SHOOTING A NEGRO

A fresh example of lynch-law rule was furnished
last week from Alabama. Down in Birgmingham,
Hubert Alexander, a white cop, was walking down
the street when he thought he saw a Negro by the
name of John Jackson laughing at him. So in true
police fashion, the copper promptly beat up Jack-
son with his gun. Jackson was then arrested,
placed in a police car and on the way to the sta-
tion the cop shot Jackson four times. It was mur-
der. The cop was fired—but that does not mean
that Jim-Crow is gone. Not by a long shot.

Hitler is denounced as an enemy of mankind
—and rightly so. But what about Georgia's Gov-
ernor Talmadge? Although Talmadge wears a
white nightgown (Ku Klux Klan model) he isn't
exactly an angel masquerading in a southern
drawl. Talmadge is a vicious and active zealot in
‘the cause of Jim-Crow, reaction and stupidity.
What about denouncing Talmadge? Nothing doing.
What's better: Defend the Negro's rights in Geor-
gia or play ball with the Talmadge boys and keep

a whole state of good, solid, Democratic, poll-tax

votes? It's much easier to denounce Hitler. After
all, Roosévelt '{si't planning to run for 'Reichs-
feuhrer of Germany . .. not yet, anyway.

AND THE ARMED FORCES ...

What about Jim-Crow in the armed forces?
Those democratic forces that are going to fight the
fascist enslavers? Roosevelt, being only the com-
mander in chief of all the armed forces, has noth-
ing to say on this question. He sounds like he
never even heard of the existence of an army and

.navy when Jim-Crow is mentioned. He lets his
stooges do his dirty work. And look what they say:

Admiral Nimitz, chief of the Bureau of Navi-
gation, when questioned a§ to the reason for the
U.S. Navy's Jim-Crow policy, said:
extremely brilliant and in the very short space of
a year are able to rise to the rank of chief petty
officer and that is very much resented by the white
sailors, causing much discord within the ranks.”
So that's it? Too.brilliant, eh? A number of peo-
ple have often wondered how Frank Knox worked
his way up to being Secretary of the Navy. Now
they need no longer guess—the admiral has sup-
plied the answer.

JIM-CROW IS AS MUCH A PART OF THE
US. ARMY AS THE MANUAL OF ARMS! Ap-
proximately 90 per cent of the draftee camps are
in Southern States. The Negro draftees sent down
to these camps are turned into social outecasts—in
and out of camp. They are restricted, completely
ostracized from any social life and pushed about
like cattle. Complaints to the bigshot army pot-
bellies asking that they get these Southern towns
to grant the Negro conscripts a few measly rights
have gone unheeded and have even resulted in
Negro draftees being put in the brig'for raising
too much of a beef, The Army is working hand in
hand with the Southern Jim-=Crowers to subju-
gate and oppress the Negro soldier in “demdcra-

cy's" army.

From Fort Meade, Md, comes the latest bit of
news on the anti-Negro policy of the army. Two
Negro draftees were kicked out of the camp thea-
ter and one of them was thrown into the guard
house and later sent to another camp because they
refused to sit in the Jim-Crow section of the camp
theater. %

In accordance with the Army's Jim-Crow pol-
icy, Negro soldiers are forced to sit in the first six
rows of the movie house, “almost on top of: the
screen.” At a movie last week, the Negro soldiérs
seated themselves in the center of the theater. The
white MP’s ordered them to move up to the Jim-
Crow seats. The Negroes refused, claiming that
their money was “as good as the next soldier’s.”
They were then thrown out and one of them was
put into jail and transferred to another cam;ﬁ the
next day. "

The Negro conscripts complame‘d_, but to no
avail. They hit the nail on theé head when they
bitterly commented that this was “just ahother
example of the sort of Hitlerist race policy a,dopted
toward us by the Army, a policy which is cer-
tainly not conducive to building morhle among
soldiers, who are being asked teo fight for dﬂhoe-
racy, something which we do. not have” - i

‘And: what about FDR and his prbrmse 8? What
abbut condemning the Jim-Crow . policies of the
Army and Navy? What dbdut 1f° Well, you see
the President i very busy tight now.  Hé's werk-
ing hard preparing a statemhént abiout the ‘disctimi-
nation of the natives in Outer Mongolias=or is it~
Tibet? No matter—FDR PROMISES 16 take up
your Jim-Crow problems some time nieéxt month

‘ior hext Chrigtmas . . . or next yéar .. .’
ma:vﬁe afer_ the duratwn But rém_' ber

“Negroes are:
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