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LABOR’S BATTLE!

- CIO Convention Votes Full £ upport of Mine Strike

THIS WEEK

A One-Cent
| Labor Action!

Contribute to $5,000

Party-Building Fund!

With this issue, LABOR ACTION becomes g one-cent paper!

This puts into effect one of the decisions made by the recent
national convention of the Workers Purty in‘its Progrom of Action
and Expansion.

-With- the lowering of the sales price  (and the subscription
price to 60 cents a year), we are IMMEDIATELY DOUBLING the
~circulation of LABOR ACTION. Our goal for the next three
months is to double the NEW circulation, that is, to QUADRUPLE
the original circulation.
But the success of this project, and ull the other prolects out-
lined in the Program of Expansion, depends .upon ‘the support
- given by our readers, our members, our sympathizers.
A reserve fund of $5,000 will do it!

Five thousand dollars is a tiny, an insignificant sum when
compared to the millions the jingo. forces in this country spend
on promoting THEIR propaganda. With our devotion and energy
we can make that $5,000 equal many times the figure in pro-
moting OUR own socialist anti-war organization and program!

"HELP.US PUT OVER OUR PROGRAM OF EXPANSION!

- “Contribute to the $5,000 Party Building Fund!: Coulrubil‘e
generwsly!

First Thousand Is Hardest’
(But It Has Already Come In) |

The first thousand dollars—even better than o thousand—
has already been sent into the National Office of the Workers
Party in the campaign to raise a $5,000 Party Building Fund!

A friend in Nevada—a state not on our,qudtd list when first
published last week—has come through with a contribution of $15.
Akron, at one clip, is already close to completing its quota, which
gives every indication that the Rubber City will go ‘way over the:
top when the final results are checked. . )

Worcester, Mass., is close to the half-way mark, which is a
good sign for its honorable intentions with regard to its quota, if
we know Worcester.

Our YPSL comrades have come through Vll'l'h an additional
$57.20, which is to be added to the $300 already contributed—
not a bad example to follow.

Woashington, Chicago and Los Angeles are begmmng to inch
up on their quotas, with the National Office modestly trailing be-
hind (but with every intention to catch up with and outstrip them
all). New York is swinging the bat back and forth ominously
and when it lets go it expects to wallop it over the fence—yes,
cver the fence. Other branches are yet maintaining a promising
. silence—we assume the silence is promising of lump sums to come
and big ones.

We shall continue each week, as below, to print the standing
of all the branches—their quotas, their contributions to date, and

. the 'percentage of the quota raised.
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But Jingoes
Make Effort

To Weaken
Resolution

By DAVID COOLIDGE

DETROIT—The CIO is holding
its fourth national convention
with 500 delegates in attend-
ance. After the happenings of
the past week one would expect
to see a group of delegates
tense, militant and giving the
impression of a readiness and
determination to carry on

against the bosses and even

against the government in order
to, guarantee substantial and
specific gains for the millions
of CIO members,

Everybody knows that the coal
diggers in the captive mines are
on strike. All-the delegates to
this convention at least know that
this is not just a strike of coal min-
ers; that this strike is really in sup-
port, first, of the steel workers and
of all the workers . who face the pos-
sibility of seemg their unions de-
stroyed.

While the convention has taken a

correct position formally on the issue °

of the “union shop” there is not the
enthiisiasm for supporting the: migers
“that workers  havé {hé right to . ex-

- pect. There is not the enthusiasm

that the miners have the right to ex-
pect.

The reasons for this are not hard
to find. In the first place, the con-
vention and the CIO leadership felt:
constrained to make the record on
the matter of the war. The leader-
ship of the CIO and most of the
leading CIO internationals were anx-
“ious to let the country know where
the CIO stands on this question.
Consequently the first important
matter of business was the resolu-
tion in support of Roosevelt's for-
eign policy. At the Atlantic City con-

Continued on page 2)
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‘Miners’ Reply!

PERETERY e

Strike Shuts Maidr Captive Mines

Seasoned Strike Veterans in'Kentucky and Elsewhere Stand Ready to Aid Captive Coal Strikers

Spec:ai to LABOR ACTION

WASHINGTON. D. C.—The seasoned
strike veterans of the United Mine
Workers of America, easily closed
down all major captive mines émploy-
ing 53,000 men in the dispute with
the “Steel Trust” over the union
shop issue. Thousands of other min-

-ers went on sympathy strikes.

Reports at the ‘UMWA headquar-
ters here indicate that this was aec-
complished with little difficulty, as
most of the 53,000 men stood sol-
idly behind the union, with only a
handful of Scabs evident in the en-
tire strike.

One trouble spot of the strike ap-
peared io be the Red Lion mine of
the notorious H. C. Frick Coke Co.

near Uniontown, Pa., the last strong-
hold of open shopism, where the
the company has acquired quite a
few scabs.

In Alabama, where the UMWA es-
tablished itself since 1933 through a
series of hard fought and bloody
battles, the captive mines shut down
immediately. Steel' workers in the
Tennessee Coal, Iron & Railroad Co.
plants in Birmingham prepared a
sympathy strike which was called
off only because the miners said they
didn’t need help yet.

Down in Gary, W. Va., two scabs
were wounded in a shooting scuf-
fle as a company union outfit tried
to keep open six captive mines now
owned by a subsidiary of thc u.s.

Steel Corp.

Reporis that the famous coal
strike veterans of adjoining Har-
lan County, Ky. were coming to
the assistance of the strikers
against the scab movement soon
curbed the anti-union seniiments,
but more trouble was expected.

The coal miners everywhere look
the strike in stride, since it was just
one of the many historic battles in
which they have engaged over a pe-
riod of years.

Large bodies of state {roopers in
Pennsylvania, Wesl Virginia and
Alabama were rushed to the sirike
areas, but the miners have had so
much experience in dealing with
them, and winning strikes, that

the t{roopers could nei seriously
affect the situalion or dent the mo-
rale of the unionists.

So strong is the position of the
miners that the anti-labor congress-
men who a few days ago were yell-
ing threats of anti-strike legislation,
have cooled down considerably, no
doubt on the advice of President
Roosevelt. It is apparenily evident
to them that the miners cannol be
intimidaled by a few threats or even
vicious legislation. The right and
the strength is on their side. Cooler
heads among the labor-hating con-
gressmen are obviously aware of
what may happen if their plans were
pressed. The miners dont scare
casily.

Let Us AII
Get 100%
Behind the
Coal Strike!

/By JACK WILSON

In the most significant labor
struggle since the General Mo-
tors sit-down strike victory in
1937 which established the CIO,
the mighty United Mine Work
ers of America under the lead
ership of John L. Lewis this week
won all the early rounds in its"
titanic  battle against . Wall
Street’s open shop drive, even
though that master polmcmn,
President Roosevelt, openly di-
- rected the anti-labor forces.

By a series of brilliant and
dramatic moves, John L. Lewis
rallied the miners and the entire
national CIO against Roosevelt’s
threats and actions to aid the
big steel companies owning the cap-
live mines and thus gave Roosevelt
his first major defeat in a year. i

When Phillip Murray, preésident of:
the CIO, and Thomas Kennedy, sec-
retary-treasurer of the United Mine
Workers, resigned from Roosevelt’s
Mediation Board because it openly
revealed itséelf as a union-busting
agency, Roosevelt’s plans to hogtié

e - 18beF Jidovement; intoi the:

machine suffered a serious, set acE

This action killed half the joy ‘of
the labor-baiters in America when
the National Median Board denied."
what it itself admitted was the right -
of the United Mine Workers—the
right to have a union shop covering.
the 53,000 miners employed in I.he;
captive mines of the Bu, Steel com:
panies.

Threats Fail

Roosevelt's threats in- the guise of
“a solemn ‘promise to keep produc-
tion going,” that he would use fed
eral troops to open the mines, was
cheering. news to the Wall Street
capitalists and their many sournallst
stooges.

All of these people, ranging frc;m
Eugene Grace, president of Bethle
hem Steel Co., to The Nation. and -
The New Republic, thought that be-
cause of these threats and Roose
velt's alleged influence among Amer
ican workers, the UMWA ~would®
have to retreat and capituiate with
Lewis being smashed in the process.

To their utter dismay and con-
fusion, the crisis deliberately cre-
ated by the Roosevelt Administra- -
tion and the steel barons saws the

resurgence of the CIO as a mili-

tant industrial wunion mnvement

- under Lewis’ direction.

Instead of 1sold£1m1 Lewis .and the
miners have the unqualified Su_pport
of the entire CIO, even the Sidney
Hillman and Stalinist stooges: at the
CIO convention being forced to pay’
lip service (at least) and loyalty to
the principles of the CIO involved in
the ecoal strike: :

Surveys completed by the Umted :'

{Continued on page 41

5 of 28 Defendants Acquitted in “Sedition”’ Tnal

Judge Joyce, Denymg Defense Motion to Acquit All, Delivers Prejudicial and Reactionary Staiement Against Defense

Special to LABOR ACTION

MINNEAPOLIS, Nov. 18— Accom-
panying his decision with a viciously
prejudicial statement against the. de-

fendants, Judge M. M. Joyce, pre-
siding over the trial of 28 labor mili-

tants, directed a verdict of acquittal
for five of the 28 persons accused of
a “conspiracy to overthrow the gov-
crnment by violence.” I

Judge Joyce denied a motion made
by Albert Goldman, defense attorney,
and one of the defendants, that all
the charges be dismissed.

He also denied a defense motion
that ‘the prosecution; be compelled to
decide wHether it is trying the case
under the Seditious Conspiracy Act
of 1861 or the Smith Omnibus Gag
Act of 1941, Denying a defense re-
quest that a decision be made on
Jwhat ‘constitutes clear and present
dangel (the prosecution admits that

" conpsistent

it cannot prove this), Judge Joyce
delivered himself of the following
remarks: '

“When considering the  possibili-
ty of a revolution led by hese de-
fendapts, it is well to remember
_iha{ Hitler once ran around 'in a
greasy overcoal and' was held up
to publie ridicale. . .. It seems in-
that  the defendants
when confronted with the conse-
guences of iheir actions, should
run to the Constifution for pretec-
tion — a Constitution they would
not amend bhut destroy.” .
This from a judge supposedly sit-
ting in a fair and impartial irial
where presumably no man is guilty
until so proved.

The trial is now at its half-way
mark. The prosecution has' closed
its case. The defense will now lake
over. However, in the course of

the prosecutmns prcscntatmn. the
defense already has successfully
riddled = prosecution testimony,
proved that it has no basis in fact
whatsoever and that the sole pur-
pose of the prosecution is the con-

viction of 28 militanis on no other

factual evidence than ihat {hey
read and circulated the 93-year-
old Communist. Manifesto of l&arl.
Marx.

Goldman, asking dismissal of Hhe
charges when the prosecution rested

its flimsy case, charged that the gov- -

ernment had not by any means
proved its case, that it could prove
no timé element in the alleged con-
spiracy to overthrow  the govern-
ment (thus invalidating prosecution
on the grounds of the 1861 act which

. refers to TMMEDIATE overthrow),

that the SWP carried on its activi-
lies publicly and therefore did not

conspire, that the SWP does nol ad-
vocate vielent overthrow of the gov-
ernment and thal the governmenti
has nol proved any presenl or clear
danger.

Goldman furiher charged thal
any . conviction would be a denial
of the right of free speech and a
violation. of the . constitutional
rights guaranteed cvery individual
in the United bt.ztcs With respect
to the alleged attempt to sybvert
the armed forces, Goldman claimed
that “there is no proof of an al-
tempt by the defendants to create
insubordination and disloyalty in
the army.” And further, that while
the prosecution charged all {he
‘defendan{s with being members of
the SWP, it lla.d produccd no
pronf

y By 1tsel£ the acqmltal of Walter
Hagﬁ Doro Schultz ROke Sei-

S late

ler; George J:"rorsig a'ml Nick Wagne
(who was defended by his own:at
torney), is virtual proof of the weak-
ness of the proseculion’s case.
How serious is the case is amply
evidenced by the remarks of the
| judge. Thesc remarks were in
keeping with his earlier decision
to allow the introduction of mate-
¢ trial written BEFORE the Smith
Act was passed as cvidence on
which the men may be sentenced
under this very same Smith: Act
As the defense opens its own pre:
entalion, it is urgently-important that:
labor rally lo the defense of the 23
still on trial. Judge Joyce's decision
indicates how veactionary are  th
motives behind the  trial.  If the ¢
fendints are convicted: it will “const
a p:ucclcnt for . the unconstitt
tional TCi)TLbHIOl‘l of all labor m]hlam
lhul ]Iht..ll.l(’.'s d their rlghls'
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| Prosec ul'lon
Concludes
Flimsy Case
Against 28

Special to LABOR ACTION
MINNEAPOLIS, Nov. 15—With the
presentation of evidence against the
. 28 militants on trial under ‘federal
~charges of “sedition” nearly com-
plete, the prosecution has net varied
from its practice of bringing to the
witness chair a procession of stooges
employed by Tobin in destroying the
+ powerful General Drivers Local 544,
Almost without exception the gov-
ernment has relied on disgruntled
and discredited functionaries and
“members of the old union who are
now allied with the Tobin machine
against the rank and file teamsiers
of -Minneapolis. _
Ostensibly, these witnesses were
called .by U.S. District Attorney Vie-
tor E, Anderson to bolster the gov-
ernment charge that the So_cmh‘;t
Workers Party advocates theé “vio-
* lent overthrow of the government,”
but they were unanimously vague
on thé program ‘of the SWP, though
many. of these claimed former mem-
bership and some openly admitted
that* “it was tdo deep”:for them But
they -were ‘only too willing to obn’fe
with testimony. when early this year
‘agents of the FBI began calling ‘on
them. ;

Manny Hnlstem

- Manny. (Happy) Holstein occupled
most of the Thursday morning ses-
sion. Holstein, with Bartlett and
_Tommy Williams among the chief
organizers of the reactionary Com-
mittee of 100 in the union, claimed to
be a former member of the SWP and
‘stated that he paid dues until 1939.
During the time he was a member
~ he attended social gatherings of the
‘. party and. had been approached by
Farrell Dobbs concerning the finan-
cial needs of the organization. When-
ever he ‘went out of town he was
.given a bundle of Socialist Appeals
to distribute.

In addition to this “revolutmnary
activity, he attended a few classes
at which, he testified, the defendants,
V. R. Dunne, Farrell Dobbs, Oscar
Coover and Carl Skoglund, lectured

"on the Russian Revolution. This,
plus a few scraps of unverified con-
versation, such as “going under-
ground,” etc., constituted his testi-
mony concerning the political ac-
tivity of the defendants.

Foreed to Remember
" Under  cross-examination. he ‘re~
~membered further cpnvérsationss.
‘He unwillingly ‘“reealled” -that
- Dobbs had called him to account
concerning his pocketing of money
belonging to the union. He also
‘ recalled that Miles Dunne and Ray
" Rainbolt, both defendants, had in-
terfered with his pet racket of
charging a $3.00 loading fee
against” trucks of the Minneapolis
Bréwery, a racket that netted him
and Tommy Williams from $18 to
$25 daily. Rainbolt called a meet-
ing of the executive board of the
union in order to stop this prae-
tice, but Holstein admitted he
stayed away. Later he was arrest-
ed when he refused the union or-
der fo cease-haliing the brewery
trucks.

Holstein also  admitted that he
‘tried to run for office in the union
last July but that the International,
probably because of his unsavory
record, ruled him out.

Mrs. Williams
As, Tommy Williams, partner of
Holstein in the brewery racket and
in the organization of the Committee
of 100, died before the trial began,
- the prosecution called his widow to
the stand. Her testimony concerned
the activities of her deceased hus-
band.. She testified that Williams
was a bodyguard for Farrell Dobbs
and that. he joined the SWP in order
to keep his job. She knew that Wil-
" liams stopped paying his dues to the
SWP and sometime laler was dis-
charged by the executive board of
the union from his post as organizer
for 544, Goldman' objected to this
hearsay evidence as being unrelia-
ble and irreleyant, but the judge
overruled the objection.
Mrs. Williams also claimed that
Emil Hanson, another of the defend-
" ants, received his wages of $50 week-
ly from the union while serving as
Trotsky's bodyguard in Mexico.
Later another government witness,
Helen -Hanifan, the union’s book-
keeper since 1936, testified that she
_ had no knowledge of money being
paid to Hanson.

Glenn Smith '
Glenn Smith, another of Tobin's
- “organizers,” testified that the de-
- fendants, Max Geldman, Ed Palm-
quist and Oscar Schoenfeld, had spo-
‘ken to him about joining the Min-
neapolls WPA strike. Smith, who
. participated in that strike, said he
_was told that the party aimed to
. overthrow capitalism and make ev-

eryone equal. He festified that he
. was told that he was ‘a member of
- the Union Defense Guard, but could
not recall who told him.

Smith, who stands over six feet
and admitted that he welghs.ovel
250 pounds, 'told of beating Jake

~ Cooper, one of the defendants,’
_while “organizing” some of the
CIOQ drivers. Asked why hé had a
'dnzen men wlth him while he

1
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Interview with Henry ¢ chwemhauf, Prosecuting Aﬂ‘ornevz
Shows Civil Rights Are Threatened in Minnesota Trial!

Special to LABOR ACTION

MINNEAPOLIS, Nov. 8 — Henry
Schweinhaut, special assistant to the
U.S. Attorney General and special
representative of Washington at the
“sedition” {rial of the 28 leaders of
the Socialist Workers Party and Lo-
cal 544-CIO, told me today in an in-
teryview that if the government pros-
ecution is successful the following
political precedents would be set:

1) A party such as the Socialist
Workers Party might be declared
illegal if it continued propagating
its present principles.

2) While the Communist Mani-
festo could be continued to be used
as a scientific treatise, the circula-
tion of il to advocate its doctrines-
and exhort people to follow its ad-

- vice might make such people lia-
ble to prosecution onthe grounds
of advocating the overthrow of the

T U.S. Gévernment,

3) The Workers Party may be
liable to the same charges as the
SWP. % o

Henry Schweinhaut is a young, in-
telligent man, who must once have
been something of a liberal. He is
very . ¢agey as to what he says but
il is clear that. he, unlike the loeal
‘Distriet Attorney, Anderson, knows
what the score is. Unfortunately,
some of his remarks, as on the WP,
were made “off the record” and can-
not be quoted. 3

On the Legal Aépeets of the Case

I began my interview by asking
him several questions on the legal
aspects of the case.

“What is your opinion on the
American Civil -~ Liberties Union
claim that in order for a group of
people to be proved guilty of the
charges indicated in the indietment,
that ‘clear and present danger' of
overthrow of the government must
be shown?”

“I think the ACLU is wreng.
The prosecution hasn't attempted
to show  any clear and present
danger to the government; it has
not attempted to show any overt
act to overthrow the government.
The majority of the Supreme Court
never said that was necessary. As
a matter of fact, the question is
wide .open; the Supreme Court
will have to rule on it if there is
ever an appeal.”

“Is the expression of belief in the
desirability of armed overthrow of

- the U.S. Government illegal? Is the
- Smith Act-.(making such expression

illegal) constitutional, in :;your-opin-..

ion? Do you believe it violates the
First’ Amendment, which guaran-
tees freedom of speech?’ '’

“No, I don't think it violates the

fought with Cooper, he replied
that he had heard Cooper was
once Trotsky’'s. bodyguard and was
afraid of him.

Sidney Brennan

The federal prosecutoré_have been
attempting to prove that the defend-
ants used union funds to carry out
party activity. They have failed dis-
mally. Schweinhaut used particular
care in guestioning the witness Sid-
ney Brennen, but could get nothing.
As a member of the party he paid
his dues and was asked to subscribe
1o the party newspaper. He was
asked to contribute 10 per eent of
his salary to the party. During a
drive to raise funds for the party
press Brennen saw Coover with a
collection sheet soliciting wvoluntary
contributions. f

This witness, who was appointed
secretary-treasurer- of the AFL union
by the receiver, admitted that he
never read any party literature be-
fore joining the SWP and that it was
not until after he stopped paying
dues that he learned samething of
the party principles and then only
through hearsay.

“To the Red Dawn” ;

This general ignorance of i{he
program of the SWP by the gov-
ernment wiinesses who claim fto
have been members is most em-
barrassing to the prosecution. For
the most part, Schweinhaut and
Anderson most carefully lead their
witnessés along, sometimes prac-
tically putting the weords into their
mouths in order to get the “cor-
rect” response. This often leads to
ludicrous situations, such as Hol-
‘Stein’s assertion that a party slogan
was “To the Red Dawn.” Schwein-
haut rather lamely conrected his
witness and suggested it might
have been a toast.

Testimony as to the “violent over-
throw of the government” still is
exclusively restricted to private con-
versations with various persons
among the defendants. For this the
government is relying heavily on the
published matter, including the Com-
munist Manifesto, that has been in-
troduced. During the morning ses-
sion on Friday, the federal attorneys
read more excerpts from publica-
tions of the SWP. -

The prosecution has presented
some 30 witnesses, who have con-
tradicted themselves ' and each
other in their testimony concern-
.ing the revolmiamary activity of
the SWP and have shown consis-
tency only in their interest in dis-

_ posing of the defendants as leaders
of ‘a rival union,

* the defense claims.

First Amendment and I think that
Congress has the right to punish for
advocacy of armed overthrow.”
Schweinhant hesitated.  “But that's
my personal opinion. The Smith
Act may violate the First Amend-
ment. This case will probably test
that. The Department of Justice,
though, bas no position on that gues-
tion.” 5
(So the prosecution is being
made on the basis of a law. whese
constitutionality is held in doubt
by the Department of Justice!—
Ed.) )

“Do you believe this is a civil lib-
erties case?”

“It can’t be denied that civil lib-
erties are .involyed. The issue of
free speech is involved—not the way
Successful pros-
ecution wouldn't abolish free speech;
it would merely limit it.”’

(Significant admission! It would
merely limit it . . . to those whose
politics conténtedly remain within
the framework of the -capitalist
state.—Ed.)

“Is-there any causal connection be-
tween the inter-union conflict and
the trial, or are they merely coinci-
dental?”

“FPuriiny thing, you know. We've
been smeared on this thing tremen-
dously. And I KNOW that there
isn't any connection. I had files on
the SWP—especially those in Min-.
neapolis—as early as the summer of

1940. It Wasn’t,. until the end of 1940
that the Committee of 99 was formed.
Before that we had- all the docu-
ments but. that wasn’t enough. We
couldn't get anyone to talk.
only after the Commitiee of 99 was
formed that we got them to talk. But.
the case was projected before the
union split.”

(That the FBI was investigating
the leaders of 544 before the actual
joining of the CIO is probably true.
But even Schweinhaut's weasel
words give the show away. It is
clear from what he says that the
government could, get no testimony
until the Cammi}tee- of 99 turned
stoolpigeon. He would have it ap-
pear as if the FBI persuaded the
Committee of 99 to testify. In re-
ality, when the umnion canflict bhe-
came hot, they were both anxieus
for each other: the government
wanting the stoolpigeons tfo per-
fect the frame-up which would help
friend Tobin along; the Committ-
tee of 99 wanting the frame-up as
a means of getting its enemies out
of the way. The people who
formed the Commitiee of 99, had
not been, many of them, SWP
members for quite some time be-
fore that; yet according to Mr.
bchwcmhaut they didn't want to
testify? Why? Because they had
nothing to say. It was only AFTER
they launched a desperate union
struggle against the 544 leadership .

It was -

that they determined to provide
the “testimony” for the frame-up
in order to obtain their, objective.

Admits’ Flimsiness ‘of Testimony
“Isn’'t the government casg eonsid-
erably weakened by the faet that all
of its witnesses show animosity to-
ward the defendants? And also by
virtue of the fantastic stuff uttered
by some of the witnesses, like the
testimony about guns in churches?”

“Yes ,of course. But these people
are the only ones in a pesition to
know. About these guns in church-
es—I think Jake Coaper really said
that. Not that he meant it. But he
was boasting of the party’s strength
_and doing so to a person (Witness
Novack) who is only of 6th grade
education. Cooper probably thought
he’d impress or scare them.”

(If Jake Cooper wanted to “scare”
a moron—(later to be a government
witness)—that is evidence of a con-
spiraey to . .. overthrow the govern-
ment!) ;

“Do you believe that the mere ex-
istence of a party sueh as the Social-
ist Workers Party, with its present
prineiples, is illegal and liable to the
same essential charges as in this
trial?”

Here Schweinhaut hesitated for

a long while. “I wouldn’t say. I

don’t know.” After a few minutes:

“Probably net.” ’

T

“But suppose ii continued propa-
galing the same prmclpleq‘?" I in-
sisted.

“Well, in that case, it would
probably follaw that the party as
such was vielating the law."

(This gives the show away. Does
anyone douht the real government
purpose now?—Ed.)

“Now, about the Communist Mani-
festo. You stated in court that it ad-
vocated the overthrow of the gov-
ernment and that circulating it
proved the defendants advocated
that. Do vou therefore infer that any
group which circulates the Commu-
nist Manifesto is violating the law
and liable to prosecution?”

“It depends on the context. To
publish the Manifesto by itself is
no crime. To study it in.college,
likewise. But to use it for the pur-
pose of revolutionary exhortation,
to tell people to follow its sugges-
tions falls, I think, within the prov-
ince of the present indictment and
hénce liable to prosecution.”

(Clear enough! You can sell and
read the Manifesto. But if you say
you agree with it, if you tell other
people to adhere to its principles,
then — says Schweinhaut —you are
liable to prosecution.—Ed.)

I then asked Schweinhaut about
his statement that this trial is
merely the first in a series. He said
he had been misquoted. I asked him
why the Communist Party had not

CIO Convention Votes Support ot Coal

(Continued from page 1)
vention last November no definitive
position about the war and the Ad-
ministration's foreign policy was
taken. The organization made up for
this today.

Back FDR on War

The resolution pledges complete
support of Roosevelt's foreign policy.
- It calls for all out aid to Great Brit-
ain, the USSR and China. It calls
for complete copperation with Great
Britain and the other nations fight-
ing “Hitler, The resolution “com-
mends President Roosevelt for his
"forthright foreign policy and the
joint action- of the President and
Congress in the recent amendments
to the neutrality law.” The mem-
bership of the CIO is urged to “a
greater effort i r uat;onal defense
progmm tto.: mgufﬁ
- conferences and consult with .mem-
bers of our national administration,
our employers and other local
groups toward the end that by a
mighty joint and united effort we
shall have done our part to destroy
Nazism and preserve for the future
benefit of America our present free
and democratic way of life.”

The resolution says that “Amer-
ican workers cannot and will not
tolerate any appeasement . . . Efforts
of any such as Lindbergh to disunite
the American people on such un-
American issues as anti - Semitism
must be ferreted out and exposed as
Hitler's fifth column. The American
people demand that all aides of Hit-
ler in this country, be they our
home-grown Quislings or the repré-
sentatives of his puppet states, such
as Vichy, France, must not be per-
mitted to cause dissension.”

The debate on the resolution was
- on the whole very low grade and
a waste of time. There were men
there who were not in favor of the
resolution. There were others who
spoke in faver but who knew that
this resolution didn’t square with
what is taking place in the coal
fields, with what happened on the
National Defense Mediation Board -
and with their protestations that
they will not.relinquish the strug-
gle to hold and increase labor’s
gains.

There were some, like Krzyceki,
who were speaking for Hillman and
therefore for Roosevelt. They were
not talking for the CIO and particu-
larly not for the miners. Krzycki's
speech got a big place in the papers.
Sandor Jance, of the United Texile
Workers, went the whole hog and
proclaimed that “to every delegate
here it's more important that the
emergency be met than that 2,500
workers get the closed shop.” Van
Bittner, 'who was presiding, ruled
Jance out of order on the ground
that the resolution supporting the
coal strike was passed the day be-
fore.

Hillman-Lewis Rift
One could perceive that the rift

On Qur Vote

We had hoped this week to pre-
sent our readers with a detailed
analysis of the vote polled' by
our candidate, Max Shachtman,
Fin the New York mayoralty elec-
tion. However, we have been no-
tified by the election board that
the final figures on votes cast by
assembly and election distriets
‘will not be available for about
10 days. As soon as they are, we
shall publish them with an analy-
sis of their meaning. Shachiman
received a total of 2,211 votes.

lieies, call'

tee of 99), at the Nicollet Hotel.

between the Hillman men and Lewis
was breaking through the convention
formalities and niceties. There were
Hillmanites present willing and rea-
dy to bludgeon Lewis and condemn
the miners, but they didn't have the
courage. Dalrymple, a miner dele-
gate from Oregon, said that “they're
irying to say John L. Lewis is a trai-
tor. There's not a better American
in the ceuntry today. Just because
they're fighting over in Europe is no
justification fer our giving up our
rights over here. The industries are
responsible for the coal strike, and
the press is blasting Lewis simply

because he is carrying out the man-

date of the mine workers.”

Another miner took the floor to
say that the miners will win and
defeat- th& steel compa.mes which
own . the. ca mainies. - He “said
that this ﬂ%gt nn ‘the miners is
an e“teghw wedgp to destroy the
umm and. “§ thank God that they
picked the miners to begin with.”
One got the impression listening
to the supporters of the resolution
that here were labor leaders who
were mainly “interested in purging
themselves of any taint of “un-
Americanism,” who were trying to
prove to Roosevelt that they were
good boys and he need have no fear.
They were bringing the CIO into the
fold. But their speeches didn't carry

_ conviction, they were. hollow. They

seemed like men who had concluded
that there was nothing to be done
and they might as well go along.

Some Dissenters .

The only open dissenters were the
construction workers, and most of
the miners. A, D. Lewis (brother of

.John L.} and his construetion work-

er delegates just sat they neither’

spoke, voted nor applauded.

As I said before, there were dele-
gates there who would have liked
to pitch into the miners, but lit-
tle fellows likke Walter Reuther and
others know that the miners don't
1scare easily. Also, these Hillman-
ites now that they are in a serious

Qffered to Take

Care of Skogland

Special to LABOR ACTION
MINNEAPOLIS — Under the severe
cross-examinalion of defense coun-’
sel, prosecution witnesses now on the
Tobin payroll have admitted that the
FBI and Tobin -worked together in
trying to oust the militant leadership
of Local 544,

Defense ' Attorney Goldman drew
the most damaging admission from
Henry Harris, governmeni witness
and member of the “Committee of
99.” Harris testified that FBI Agent
Thomas Perrin sent Harris to offer
Karl Skogland a promise of citizen-
ship papers if Skogland “would
break with the Dunnes and join the
Committee of 99.” Perrin “thought
Karl' Skogland might come in with
us in the Committee of 99 if we made
such an offer and I made Skogland
such an offer.” (Quoted Trom the
official court record.) |

Harris also testified that Perrin
was -admitted info an “organization
meeting of the Committee of 100
(originally the name of the Commit-
He
admitted Perrin on the:instructions
of the late Tom Williams, organizer
of the commitiee. Inasmuch as Wil-
liams died last March, Harris' testi-
mony was an admission that the FBI
helped launch the Committee of 99,
although during March, when the
committee was already working with
the FBIL it pretended to be a “loyal
opposition” inside the union.

contradiction. They ¢ know the
meaning of the mine strike and
what is involved for all of labor.
At the same lime they must sup-
port Roosevelt who is today de-
vising plans for breaking the
strike with the army.

When the vote was taken on the
resolution, Van Bittner ‘announced
that "it was ecarried “unanfmously.”
He knew it wasn't and every dele-
gate and spectator knew that it was
not. All of the construction workers
refrained from voting and the ma-
jority of the miners.

Stalinist Skullduggery

The discussion on this resolution
in support of the war took place the
day after the convention had passed
a resolution in support of the mine
strike and the action of Lewis and
the UMWA. That resolution was un-
equwocal and called for full support.
Murray in his speech blamed . the

strike on the employers and the “Me-

diation’; Board.

Murray told the convention that he
had said to the “Mediation” Board
that if the mine owners would ac-
cept the union shop Lewis was pre-
pared to offer the government a con-
tinuous and unipterrupted flow of

bituminous coal until March 31, 1943,

and that there would be no disturb-
ances in the continuity of mining
during that period. He said that the
vote of the AFL members of the
Board was “arch treachery and defi-
nite treason.”

In the face of Murray's condemna-
tion of the “Mediation” Board, the
attitude of the employers and the
present mine strike, Mike Quill, of
th Transport Workers Union and a
constant supporter of the Communist
Party’'s political line, took the floor
to offer an amendment. The resolu-
tion in support of the miners was too
strong for Quill's patriotic stomach.
After telling the delegates that these
were “perilous times,” Quill read his
amendment which ' said: the *“con-
vention to go on record as sending
the vice-presidents of the CIO to

Washington to place themselves at -

the disposal of the President of the
United States and the President of
the United Mine Workers, to speak
officially for this convention, to do

~everything in their power to bring

this strike to a successful conclusion
and te get the mines working, so that
the national defense program can go
ahead.”

In reply to Quill, Murray said: “I
prefer immediate action on this reso-
lution. Otherwise ‘the public might
get the erazy notion that there is di-
vision here on this proposition.”
Murray said also that if further aid
was requested by Lewis and the
UMWA policy committee, they would

Life

Pa rty
AKRON—T

. Workers Party has completed its re-
registration of comrades and the
tightening up of its organization all
around to such a degree that the
new committees are now funetion-
ing in their respective fields with
measurable success.

Clearing out all the aecumulated
literature of the past period in prep-
aration for the new LABOR AC-
TION'S appearance, the comrades
last week distributed copies of old
papers throughout two proletarian
distriets.

An internal education program has
been outlined by the educational di-
rector beginning with the history of
the four revolutionary internationals.
Another class for recruits and sym-,
pathizers has been initiated to dis-
cuss the ABC of Marxism. -

Akron branch of the .

get it. This ended the Quill amend-
ment, and like a beaten snake that
had erawled out to take a blow at
the striking miners and the whole
labor movement, Quill went back to
his hole.

This is the main role that the
Stalinists are playing in this con-
vention: - ireason and ireachery.
Merrill of the Office Workers, who
always like to protest that he is
not a Stalinist, in speaking on the
war resolution, said that “goyern-

UAW Progresses
In Goodyear
Aircraft Drive -

By JACK BUTLER

AKRON, Nov. 16—An 1mportant de-
velopment for the future of the local
labor movement is marked by the
continuing successes of the United
Auto Workers Aireraft Division in
organizing the newly build Gooﬂ-
year Aircraft Corp. plants.

By a four to eone majority the
young and inexperienced aircraft
workers voted for the UAW-CIO un-
ion in the NLRB election several
weeks ago.

Already the union has gone for-
ward into negotiations with the
management for a signed contract
embodying demands for: the union
shop, minimum wages of 85 ecents an
hour on semi-skilled jobs and 5
cents for unskilled jobs and for
trainees, a definite promotion seched-
ule, strict seniority rights, vacations
"with pay, etc. Every indication
points to these boys obtaining one
of the best eontracts in the industry.

For the Akron labor movement,
the entrance of these new elements
on thé scene should provide a much
needed stimulus and example of mil-
itancy. The growing conservatism
and kowtpwing of the official lead-
ership of the United Rubber Work-
ers International, under the guidance
‘of Hlllmamtes like Gyillo, Burns and
Dalr ymple has seeped far down into
the ranks of the Rubber Workers
Union. The prospect of an additional
10,000 workers from aircraft joining
in the common struggle with their
fresh approach and wvigorous de-
mands warms the heart of every vet-
eran militant in the city who longs
for a return of the “good old days”
of 1936-38. '

been chosen as an object of govern-
ment attention. His answers were off
the record, but indicated ‘that it
might have something to de with
the present international situation.

Says Defendants May Get 10 Years

“What is your opinion of the pass-
age ip the SWP Declaration of Prin-
ciples which states that the party
will not attempt to seize power till
it has a majority of the people be-
hind it?”

“To some degree if is bluff. Even
if they have a majority and use it
against the ‘m?nority’—who will that
minority be but the state apparatus?”

“How severe a sentence can the de-
fendants get if declared guilty?”

“Ten years at most. But they won’t
get: anything near that.” '

.

The words of Schweihaut are so
clear that it is unnecessary to draw

. the conclusions from his interview.

The civil rights of the working class,
the right to be a Marxist, the right
to be a revolutionary socialist, the
right to tell people that they should
follow the ideas of the Communist
Manifesto — these rights are threat-
ened in this trial as never before.

A LITTLE FOOTNOTE: While I
was in Schweinhaut's office, one of
the prospective government witnes-
ses came in. Schweinhaut asked him:
“Do you get that job, Joe?”

“Yes,” answered Joe.

Strike - -

ment, management and. labor are
responsible for the lag in produc-
tion.,” And why is labor responsi-
ble, according to Merrill? Because
labor ih the United States has been
apathetic to what is taking place
in Europe. That is, labor has not
been calling for an AEF.

This convention, of course, is not
what can be called a rank and file
convention. All of the big shots of
the CIQ are delegates and they run
things. All the old wheel horses are’
here to keep things in order and see
to it that nothing unseemly takes
place. There are many important
matters on the agenda to come and
these will be reported on more fully
in the next number of LABOR AC-
TION.

December 12 Set
For Waller

Executlon -
WDL Asks Stqy

December 12 has been set as the.
date for the execution of Qdell Wal-
ler, 24 year old Negro shgrecropper
condemned to die for the self-de- '
fense shooting of his white land-
lord, by J. T. Clement, judge of the
Circuit Court of Pittsylvama County,
Va. {

The Workers Defense League,
which assumed responsibility for the .
case in November, 1940, has twice
been successful in- achieving a stay
of execution for Waller, who was
first sentenced to die on Degember
27, 1940. The League is again asking
that a stay of ‘execution be granted
in order that the defense may have
time to file a petition for habeas
corpus based on sworn evidence that
non-payers of poll tax are system-
atieally excluded from grand and
petit juries in Pittsylvania County,
where Waller was tried.. Waller was
thus deprived of a jury of his peers,
the League contends.

Should the Virginia courts rqtuse.

on- a writ of habeas corpus, to set =

aside Waller's conviction, Counsel
John F. Finerty and Thomas H.
Stone will immediately .agk review
by the U.S. Supreme Court, thus:
bringing the whole poll tax issue be-
fore the nation's highest eoust.

ignores or distorts.
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Interest
To Women

—~ By Susan Green

Society dames and club women are running around
like a lot of headless chickens simply outdoing them-
selves and each other in their willingness to “sacrifice.”

- Wrapped in expensive furs and adorned in hats of
original design, upper class women sign pledges not to
waste this, that and the other thing, while—not: too ob-
viously of course—they show off their finery and smiles
to  good advantage when the cameras click.

Women who never have to deny themselves a single
whim enter contests for making meals out of so-called
half-empty larders which any working class housewife

- would conmder a-veritable bonanza of food.

All this is hypecritical -and disgusting, and has no
: rhyme. Buf it certainly has reasun—-a.nd plenty. Watch
and see,
Read what a Washmgton business service writes its
clients:

“The ‘government has no hepe of preventing a
general rise in prices. . . . Pegple must plan ahead
for a constantly rising pru;e level. At least 25 per
cent average wholesale prices sometime in 1942. At
least 50 per cent higher average level sometime, in
1943, These prospects are admitted privately by
ALL authorities here, and some estimates are everl
higher. We understate rather than overstate.”

Regard also. the plans for taking 15 per cent right

out of every worker’s pay envelope before he even gets
it. Think of the whisperings to extend the income tax
to even lower brackets and to increase the rate. Add to
‘the above the prospects of more and more young men
now contributing to the support of their farmhas, being
taken mto the army.
- Oh, yes! Saerifices will be made in this inter-impe-
rialist war for world domination—BUT NOT BY THE
SOCIETY DAMES AND CLUB WOMEN. War profits
will take care of them in more than the style to whieh'
they are accustomed.

The reason why the rich now play so hard at the
~ game-of “sacrifice” is that they want to fill the eyes
and ears of the poor so full of the idea of sacrifice, that
~ working elass housewives will take as NATURAL all
the burdens that the warlords avill unload upon them!

BUT WILL THEY!

°

Mothers who have been keeping their fingers crossed
and thapking their lucky stars that their boys were
born later rather than sooner because they are still too
Yyoung to be drafied, have a new flock of worries de-
scending upon them.

Word comes from the makers of our destinies in
Washmgton that the draft age will be reduced to 18
‘“when the time is ripe.” General Hershey, head of the

-miiltary draft machinery, is doing spade work in Con-
.gress—where the wishes of the war gods are expected
to become law.

Also, women who have been 1'elying upon Roosevelt's
promise that American boys will not be sent Over There
should know that the above-mentioned -Washington
husmess servme ad\uses its clients:

"AEF NEXT YEAR. It is a.n open secret in mili-
tary circles here that there are plans for. an AEF
- and it’s thought they will be used.”
Roosevelt’s promises are political quicksand for
naive people t6 be canght in.-

b L]

On the recent trip of Viscount and Viscountess Hali-
" fax through the midwestern industrial section of this’
country, they were served—not in edible form—toma-
tees and eggs by mothers and wives of men in the army
camps.

~ These notables were also picketed by women carry-
ing placards with slogans such as “Drive the British
from Washington Again,” “Give Us Back OQur White
House,” “Wake Up, Paul Revere—the British Are Here.”
And one bore the truism, “Halifax believes in freedom
of the Seize"—as do also the untitled rulers of America.

Newspapers reported that these Britishers of the
upper crust took all this in their aristocratic siride, only
commenting that in their country they have no tomatoes
and eggs to throw away.

These members of Britain's ruling class who are
making the British people fight for the preservation of
their ill-famed empire, have amply earned the hatred
of the working people not only of Britain, but of Amer-
ica and of the entire world. BUT DRIVING THE BRIT-
ISH FROM WASHINGTON STILL LEAVES THERE
THE! SERVANTS OF AMERICAN IMPERIALISM.

" Not in response to British pressure and prepaganda
" and not for the altruistic puypose of saving the British
Empire have the American people been railreaded into
the bloody miorasss. THE MASTERS OF AMERICA
HAVE THEIR OWN IMPERIALIST INTERESTS THAT

- WE SERVE WITH OUR FLESH AND BLOOD.

Furthermore, militanti wemen determined to
keep their men from destrnctlon, must not make the
 mistake of supporting the Lindbhergh pro-Nazi
forces. The Nazis certainly are not mere scrupu-
lbl_._ls about human life than the other war-makers.
IF THEY TALK DIFFERENTLY, IT IS ONLY
WINDOW DRESSING. '
The sacredness of human life can be established FOR

- ALL TIME only by the workers of each country getting
; rid of their own ‘imperialist robbers.

ONLY THEN CAN THERE BE INTERNATIONAL
BROTHERHOOD AND PEACE.

In pursuit of “national uhity”—an evasive and un-
attainable will-o’-the-wisp because of the opposing
class interests of the masses and the bosses—radm team
Pearson and Allen have offered a novel, if minor, con-
tnbuhon

Why, they ask, shquld the bottle of champagne be

hroken on the nose of a new battleship by the wife or

“daughter of a captain of industry or government? This,

-~ they suggested, should be done by the wife or daughter
. 'of a workingman who helped build the vessel.

' This idea is considered a good one by the chasers

“after “national unity.” At least one shipbuilding com-
- pany has already adopted the Pearson and Allen sug-
g&stmn

So hereattar naval and' ather craft may be launched
and good liguor served to the unappreciative fishes not
by ladies in mink and orchids, but by women who may
-~ have to stop payments on the furniture to get a decent

, g:lqth coat for the qccasmn

- However, the old procedure was infinitely more hen-

THE MINK AND ORCHIDS SYMBOLIZ
ESHIPS ARE BUILT FOR THE PRQ
' ,Ds OF THE RULING CLASS.

) THAT
FIT AND

LABOR ACTION INTERVIEWS A REFUGEE

“An Eyew:fness View of France Today

By HENRY IUDD

Armed with a special asslgnment from the ed-
itor of LABOR ACTION, your reporter had trav-
eled to. Washington, the nation’s capitol. His task
was to interview a young Austrian girl, a refugee
resident of France for many years, X—, living
obscurely in one of the poorer boarding-house dis-
tricts of Washington, had lately arrived from pro-
longed stays in both occupied and unoccupied
France and was familiar WJth conditions in both
territories.

LABOR ACTION is happy to publish this eye-
witness account of France under -the combined
terror of Nazi Germany and its inspired regime at
Vichy.

L]

Question: What sections of France were you in-
touch with and able to observe: :

Answer: Until September I was in Marseille.
I received much information from friends in Paris
and .occupied France. Before arriving at Mar-
seille, as an Austrian refugee, I had been confined
to various concentration camps scattered all over
the country, until late last year. 1 saw the col-
lapse ‘and fall of France during the earlier stages
of the war and was constantly on the move since
that time. '

Question: .Did you have much ‘opportunity to
observe the population of France and fhe effect
of various events upon the people? )

Answer: Yes. I had many opportunities to
wateh and speak to -workers, middle :.lass people
soldiers, -officials, ete. :

FOOD SITUATION GETTING WORSE

Quesiion: When you left France in September
how did matters stand with regard to problems of
food, unemployment, shelter, etc.?

Answer: Although things are not yet nearly as
bad as they are in Spain (where the whole popu-
“lation is bordering on starvation), nevertheless
there is a constant deterioration.

The food situation is getting worse and worse.
It is the most constant—almost the only—subject
of conversation in the buses, subwa¥s, streets, etc.
Sinice June of this year rations have been steadily
cut; ration tickets are not honored at all, or less is
given than the ticket calls for. .

For example, a restaurant in Marseille for
dock workers, sailors and. longshoremeri (typi-
cal of the poorer class restaurants) serves a
cheap grade of meat ONCE A WEEK ONLY.
Hs daily menu, never varying, consisis of to-
matoes, eucumbers and coffee (that is, 33 per
cent coffee plus a balance of ground acorns!).
There is no milk available.

Bread is still available and obtainable through
ration cards. An enormous number of counterfeit
cards are printed and sold freely on the secret
Black Market at scandalous prices. So many of
these tickets have been printed that the govern-
ment has no choicde but to accept them! While
France is not yet undergoing mass starvation,
nevertheless it will be a terrible winter with the
specter of starvation always-present.

So far as housing is concerned, there is no real
proklem here.. Rents have been fixed and there
is: no shortage of.rooms. However, the heating
problem  is extremely severe. Little or no eoal
for heating purposes is available and most of \the
available wood supply was used up last winter!
It will be a cold winter with much suffering for
the masses of people.

It is imporiant {o understand that the
Black Market is very important and useful to
those whe have money. While official prices
have gone up only 30 per cent since the war,
prices on the Black Market are three and four
times those of the official market! This means
that only wealthy bourgeois and middle class
people can obtain stocks that are secretly sold.
In Vichy-Petain’ territory there is little unem-

ployment as we understand the word. 'This is be-
cause that region is the agricultural heart of

France—the region of the small peasant farms.

However, it is otherwise in Paris and the
northern industrial -territories where textile
manufacture and mining were the main indus-
tries, Last year 60 to 70 per cent of the work-
ers were unempolyed. The Nazis realized this
state of affairs could not continue and took °
measures o set the mines and factories in mo-
tion once more. They abandoned their first
effarts to move the n;achinery and plants out
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of industrial France and into.Germany. Their

griginal intention of stripping ‘France of its

industry and ):educmg the country to an agri-
cyltural tﬂrrltm;'y has failed completely—an-
other ingdication of Nazi inability to organize

a “‘new or:;er" European economy!

_Noew unemployment . in capialist - industrial
France has been reduced to about 25 per cent of
the workers. The big factories in Paris, Lille, ete,,
are working and producing trucks, mumtlons and

airplane parts for the Nazis. French bosses still !

run them and get good profits, but the Germans
generally supervise production.

Question: Is there any basis for the claims’ of
pro-British and De Gaull,e Sentlment among the
French people?

Answer: It is necessary to distinguish the at-
titude of various classes and sections of the popu-
lation. The middle classes are about 80 per cent
pro-British and De Gaullist, but not in any active
sense. They only “sympathize.” De Gaulle’s or-
ganization exists mamly among the intellectuals
and ranges through all pghtqcal tendencies. . In. its
ranks there are former Socialist Party leaders,
TCatholie Youth members, piﬁeers of the old army,
various bourgeois patnota ;

It is not well organized nor actlve in an illegal

-mannér. I never saw .any. illegal DeGaulle paper-

or: leaflet! 3
As for thc workers, they sympath:ze with Brit-
Yin in a vague sense—that is, anyone who strikes

baek -at the MNazis gets their approval—but. they

are not active in Britain's cause. THERE 1S LIT-
TLE -DeGAULLE INFLUENCE AMONG THE
WORKING CLASS OF FRANCE.

PETAIN FAILS TO GET MASS SUPPORT

Question: What do you, ha\ta to say about the
Petain government? Hag it achm\red any stab:hty,
any support? '

Answer: A growing section of the French capi-
talist class has come to held. the opinion that, un-
der the present circumstanges, it is best for them
to work with, to “collaborate” with the Germans.
This has given ‘the Petain regime some signs of
stability as the “normal” government of French

" capitalism and what remains of the French Em-

pire.
But the Petain regime has no mass support.

It stands today because of German support.

That is all. It has no stable base, but is only

supported by the police and army officers of

the ald regime.

Every effort to organize some mass support has
failed. Petain created a veterans’ organization
which was to become the sole political party of
the state. But soldiers join it so that they can get
pensions, benefits, etc. Likewise, the attempt to
create a “Labor Front” on the Nazi model has
failed. The genuine trade unions of the workers
still exist and carry on, while this decrepit regime
doesn't have the strength to drive, the workers
into the “Labor Front.”

As for Petain personally, he has more prestige
among the masses than his gqvernmént' People
feel sorry for thig senile old fool who is some sort
of a symholic figure of the Fram;e that was.

Question;, What can gpu say about the ‘recent

..acts of terrorism and. assaﬂtnamn& _What is _hen" ;

effect ‘upon the masses? .

Answer: The,se acts are me Wo,rk either of in-
dividuals responsible to no one hut themselves, or
else provoked by the Stalinists. Since the Russo-
German war began there has been a good deal of
factory and industrial sabotage, particularly in the
railroad system. There are slow-ups, destruction
of machinery, etc. /

Workers naturally express sympathy with the
terrorists and indignation at the criminal execu-
tions by the Nazis, but they go no further than
that. The French Fourth Internationalists do not
consider these actions as being of real value to the
anti-Nazi struggle.

Question: Is there any relation or fraterniza-
tion between the French wquers and the German
occupation troops?

Answer: First of all, we must note that there
are less German soldiers in the accupied territory
than before. No figures are known, buf a tremen-
dous number have been withdrawn and sent to
the Russian and eastern fronts. My latest infor-
mation from Paris was that few soldiers could be
seen in the streets 'of that city.

In the streets, restaurants and other public
places there is no contact between the Ger-
mans and the French. Only when they work
together in the same factory is there any fra-
ternity or relationship. There, German sol-
dier, foremen, guards, etc., mingle with the
French indusirial workers,

he aititude of the German soldiers is a con-

tradictory and confused one. On the one hand,
they are weary of the war, have had enough of it,
want only to go home, etc. Then they say they
cannot afford to lose the war because a new “Ver-
sailles” would be a disastel and catastrophe for
their country. It is fhis fear that keeps them in
line for their Nazi rulers. This is what must be
broken down if the German workers and soldiers
are to be won over for revolutionary action.

Question: What signs are there of independent
workers’ aetion, trade umion activity, ete.?

Answer; The union situation differs greatly
from union to union. Many unjons are openly cal-
laborating with the Germans, but these have no
membership.© Only appointed bureaucrats and
hireling s “collaborate.” Many unions retain a
membership almost as large as during the pre-
war days. The railway unions are particularly
strong. As I remarked before, neither Vichy nor
the Nazis have been able to replace the old trade

unions.

The mest important workers’ action—by
far—was a spentanegus strike of from 40,000
to 50,000 coal miners in the North of France,
around Lille. This has been the only really
impertant workers’ action since the fall of
France. Ii lasted for three weeks and the ma-
jor demand of the workers was for better
food.

There have been no indéependent no.litical dem-

onstrations of the workers as yet.

WHAT HAS BECOME OF THE PARTIES
Question: What of the various political partles
and groups? What has become of them?
Answer: ' Here ,the most profound changes have
taken place. All the old parliamentary and bour-

gebis parties (Radical-Socialigts, Rgpublicans, Neo- .

Socialists, etc.) have gone cgmplately out of busi-
ness—in both parts of France:

The SFIO (Social Democrats headed by
Leon Blum) has had’ varinns splits. Some
leaders went over to the Nazis and became
cnllaboratmnista, some are supporiers of Pe-
_tain; some are 'with DeGaulle and Britain. As
a party, the SFIO doesn’t exist and is only a
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sad memory of a bygone day. It has no hear-
ing ameng the masses,

The PSOP (former, left-wing of the SFIO) has
likewise gone out of business and ceased to exist.

The French Fourth Internationalists and Tryot-
skyists are active in Paris and other principal
centers of he country. No details ean be given
about their wurk since it might be used by their
enemies,

The Communist Party (Stalinists), it must be
recognized, is by far the strongest and most in-
fluential political movement among the workers.
This is unfortunate for the French revolution, but
true. It has had a large growth in activity and
influence, particularly since the Russo-German
war, when it came back to life with a vengeance.

It has a well organized controlling center,
plenty of meney. Its slogans are naturally the
same as those of the Stalipists in America—
defend the Soviet Union; against Petajn; for
Britain and the “democracies,” ete. It is es-
pecially sirong in Paris, where it ‘has many
workers and young people in its ranks. It
publishes its old paper, L’Humanité, in print-
ed and mimeographed form; possesses district
and factery papers and has even organized
pro-Soviet demensirations openly attended hy
many thonsa,nds of workers m the streets of
Paris.

Its policy—no longer pro-German since the
turn in the war—is to do anything and everything
that will militarily help the bureaucrats of Russia
retain power. Thus, it favors sabotage in traps-
portation and railways and factories. The Russo-
German war provided an excellent situation for
them and they are taking every advantage of it.

WQRKERS ARE BEGINNING TO STIR

Conclusion: In my opinion, the most important
thing that has happened in France was the strike
of the coal miners in the northern areas. This
was the first real demonstration of the only solu-
tion to the terrible crisis in France—independent
action on the part of the workers; ACTION NOT
DICTATED BY THE MILITARY NEEDS OF
LONDON OR MOSCOW, BUT BY THE DESIRE
OF THE FRENCH WORKERS TO FREE.THEM-
SELVES FROM THE NAZI HEEL.

The demoralization and apathy that hung
over France and its working class for almost a
vear affer the defeat have now definitely lifted
and begun to disappear. New political move-
ments are beginning; the workers as an inde-
pendent force are sfarling in once more fo
think about their problems and possible solu-
tions to them. I assure you that the Fourth In-
ternationalists are participating as actively as
their strength permits in these new meve-
ments and new. trends.e France is Tecovering
steadily but surely from the blows it has re-
ceived. The French proletariat has touched
bottom and is on the way up again!

The Isolationists
And Lindbergh

Special to LABOR ACTION
MINNEAPOLIS — When "you hit the Northwest
you become aware of the considerable local
strength of the LaFollette movement. In a num-
ber of small towns in Wisconsin and Minnesota in
which I stopped, and in Minneapolis itself, I found
quite a few people friendly to the LaFollett isola-
tionist platform. Especially so among the farmers.

One farmer gave me a copy of LaFollette's pa-
per, The Progressive, which reads like most liberal
isolationist papers. I do not here want to com-
ment on its attitude toeward war, but rather on
something just as important: its attitude toward
Lindbergh's anti-Semitic speech.

WHITEWASHES LINDBERGH

Oswald Garrison Villard, the famous liberal,
writes a regular -ecolumn in The Progressive. In
the issue of October 4, he writes on Lindy. In
view of an editorial statement on the same sub-
ject, it is clear that his opinion is officially that of
the LaFollette movement.

His column on Lindy is nothing more nor less"
than a complete whitewash of Lindy's anti-Semi-
tism. He says of Lindy’s speech: “I do not see evi-

- dence in this of 3 desire ta inject the racial issue.”

Coming from a man like Villard, this is positively
mystifying. He cannot see evidence of anti-Semi-
tism in Lindy's charges that the Jews are war-
makers, that their influence in this country is too
large, and that it should be reduced! Why, that is
the exact way in which Hitler began his anti-Semi-
tism, and Villard has written reams to prove it!

Villard'believes that Lindy made only “one bad
(sic) slip”—when he said: “The greatest danger te
this eountry lies in their (the Jews's—I. H.) large
ownership and influence in our motion pictures,
our press, our radio and our government.”

Instead of noting this for the subtle anti-Semi-
tic trip which it so clearly is, Villard says: . “In
my judgment the danger is not to this country be-
cause Jews have come to occupy the censpicuous
positions that they do in the lines that he (Lindy
—I. H.) listed, but to themselves.”

Villard, repeating Lindy’s repetition of the old
anti-Semitic canards about how the Jews control
the most important industries in the country, dif-
fers with Lindbergh only as to the degree of dan-
ger which this “Jewish threat” represents to the
country! He accepts every one of Lindy’s rotten
premises but declares that “I think it was a mistake
for Lindbergh 1o have said what he did, however
great the truth in it. .. .”

PLAYING WITH FIRE )

You rub your eyes when you read this sort of
stuff from a man like Villard, don't you? Of course,
he is not an anti-Semite, the way Lindbergh un-
doubtedly is. But his partnership with the reac-
tionary America First outfit, and the semi-fascist,
anti-Semitic gang which controls it and of which
Lindbergh is the spokesman, leads a man like Vil-
lard to some strange rationalizations.

The, liberals on the America First Committee—
Villard, John T. Flynn, Norman Thomas=are play-
ing around with fire when they bashfully justify
or attempt to deny Lindy's anti-Semitism. They
are trading their “liberalism” for a moldy mess of
pottage, just as those liberals who suppert Roose-
velt's war pthy and condone his dﬂmastlc deeds
are domg.

“It Could
Happen to
Any Negro”

By A. Mqrtin-

“The newspapers are unfair. They don't know the'
boys. They don't know what they're talklng ‘about.
They shouldn’t call them bums and hoodlums, because
they're not.” Frank Allen, father of Clement Allen, one
of the Negro youths being held for homicide, spolse Wlth
a rugged straightforwardness. :

Mr. Allen hadn'{ wanted any of h:s family to
grow up wlthout edycation the way he did. “Iye
worked since 1 was six,” he said, “and here I am,
earning only $183 a week. Even on’that, I want. to
keep Clem in school. But he sees his mother going
out to work every day and he can’t stand it. He
feels that-he has to quit school and get a job, so he -
can help us out.”

Clem’'s father was born on a farm in South Carolina.
“Five dollars a’day looked like pretty good pay to me
in those days,” he said, “and every young fellow is ready ;

£ N
Smca last week, when the New Yark news-
papers filled columns with hypacritical frenzy
about the “crime’ wave in Harlem, they have |
toned down a bit. H might have been the coal
strike that forced this “crime” wave off the front
ond editorial pages, or it might have been that
the newspgpers and city politicions realized that
they had bitten off more than they were uble to

chew.

The fucts on the “crime’ were mucll too
plain. However indignant the papers might get
about the alleged “‘crime’” wave, the REAL
crime committed daily in Harlem and every.
place where Negroes live was so glaringly obyi-
ous as not to be obscured. The REAL criminals
are the paliticians, the landlords, the industrial-
ists—in shoct, the whole bass set-up which de-
liberately cultivates discrimination and preju-
dice—who proscribe Negroes, deny them decent
jobs, campel them to live in rot-infested and dis-
egse-ridden slums, punished every: day of their
lives in a millien ways for hgving been barn
black.

The Workers Party is doing whqt it can I“p
bring the REAL situgtion, the REAL crimes, to
the attention of the New York working class. In °
a leaflat distributed widely in Harlem Iast week,
the Warkers Party put the “‘trime wave”
at the doorstep of Mayor LaGuardia. Under an
gigh_(-column headline, the Amsterdam News,
weekly Harlem newspaper, in its Saturday, No-
vember 15, issue reported in full the WP leaf-

let (addiassed to-the-iayor as an open letter).

‘Harlem, said the leaflet, does not need meore
cops. Marlem needs decent housing and jobs:
“Get rid .of the slums, Mr. Mayor! That will
stop crime! . . . Give us good schools, Mr. Mayor!
That will stop crime! . . . End Jim-Crow in in-
dustry, Mr. Mayor! That will stop crime!”

The Harlem Branch of the Workers Party
(headquarters at 321 West 125th Street, Room
4) is pressing this campaign.. In collaboration

with LABOR ACTION, it intends to interview l'he

vietims of the LaGuardia-Yalentine “clean-up’
drive. In this issue we present an interview with
Frank Allen, father of one of the Negro boys
accused of stabbing a white boy. Our reporter
found Mr. Allen living in a typical Harlem slum
tenement - (nevertheless better than a good
many others in Harlem), a three-reom railroad
flot inhabited by six people.-

N

to reach for the moon. Se I came up North and made
my $5.00 a day, and semetimes more, driving a truck
most of the time. That was from 1921 {ill the depres-
sion in 1930. Even with 18 years of driving experience,
it's ‘hard for a colored fellow o get work nowadays. So
I drive a hack, and work from 4:30 in the morning till
7:00 at night for my §18 a week. Haven't had a good ;gb

‘since 1930. We visit my folks down on the farm once in:

a while, and it looks pretty good te me now.” :

Frank Allen believes that his boy is innocent. “Clem
and his friends were walking along Fifth Avenue on
Sunday, November 2 ,when they saw two white boys /
coming up on the other side of the street. One of my
son’s friends c¢rossed the sireet to talk to them. Sud-
denly one of them smacked him in.the face. The boy
drew a knife and the white boys ran. One of them got
away, but the other was eut off from escape by an on-.
coming taxi and got stabbed in the belly. My son and
his other friend got frightened when they saw*®this and
ran away. Tuesday night at 1:00 am. the detectives
came and took them away.*

At this point Miss Allen, sister of the father, spoke
up. “Clem was a good boy. All his teachers will testify
to that. He _was always so fond of his mother and wor-
ried so much about her. He never got into trouble—and
all of a sudden it seems as if all the crimes m !-Iarlam ;
are being laid at his dnm:

-Clem is now on trigl. In the words of Mr- Allgn,

“We myst do sgmething, We hawen’t much time.”

Let us organize to fight for the boy's freedom, for his

right to a try at, life.

“The scene that took place in Harlgm that * Supdg.
November 2, finds its replica in every slum area in:the
United States. The fights, the racial and national antago.
nisms which are bred in the system of race prejudice
and discrimination resulteq this. time in the death
a young bhoy. Who is to blame? Is it the young m
who are forced to live gceprdmg to thg law of the sur-
vival of the fittest as soon as they are old enough to
walk, or is it society, which has d@ﬂrlved their fam
of the chance to provide decently for them?
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LABOR ACTION

" OUR PROGRAM AGAINST
. . THE WAR

Against both imperialist war cownps!
For the third camp of World Labor

.. ‘and the colonial peoples!

2. For the right to strike! For the defense
of ‘civil liberties and all workers’ rights!
Stop the persecution of aliens. Against
the M-Day plans and war-time dictator-

: .bllpo
Thirty hours a week; thirty dollars min-
_imum pay! Time and a half wages for
overtime above 30 hours. For increased
wages to meet the rising cost of living.
Let the people vote on war! For the
right of youth to vote at the age of 18
—old enough to fight, old enough to
vote! .
‘Not a man, not a cent for Wall Street’s
war! A capital levy to cover the costs
of imperialist war. No indirect taxes
on the people.
Conscript the war industries wunder
. workers’ control!

Expropriate the “Sixty chif:el"—lko
three per cent of the people who own
ninety per cent of the wealth!
No government contract mlhonl a un-
ion contract! .
Abolish secret diplomacy!* Open the
* files of the State Department.
Full workers’ rights for conscripts—sthe
right to organize and to bargain col-
lectively with the officers, the right of
free speech, press and assembly.
$60.a month minimum for conscripts.
Former employers to pay the wage dif-
. ferential and guarantee return of the
job.
Withdraw aH armed forces from. terri-
" tory outside the United States. Free
Ilhe colonies. Hands off Latin America.
Down with Jim-Crow and anti-Semi-
tism! ~ For full social, economic and
political equality for Negroes. End dis-
crimination against Negroes in indus-
try and in the trade unions.
For Workers’ Defense Guards agtmu!
fascist and vigilante attacks!
For an Independent Labor Party.
For a workers’ government and a peo-
ple’s army! No confidence in the
" Roasevelt government.
For Peace through Socialism. For the
Socialist United States of the Americas,
for the -Socialist United States of Eu-
rope, for the lVor!d Socialist Federa-
tion.

- : L N
What Public?

Who and what is thrs ‘public” we reud
about? Every time the boss press wants to
smehr a strike or other labor action, they
retreat to the same old whining refuge:
"“The public is against this.”

They are doing it now in connection
with the coal strike. The New York Times
and all the other lournals of big business
know just ‘what the “‘public’’ wants, and
this mythical ““public,” which they presume
‘to represent, evidently doesn’t want a strike
in ;oal

What in the name of human intelligence
_is this “‘public’’ anyway? Is it the rich?
‘the poor?—worker or boss? Are the 400,-
000 members of the United Mine Workers

o are behind the strike action part of

his general and’unanimous. ‘public’’? Ob-
wviously not! Or the many more members
f the CIO who are backing the mine work-

" ers in their demands—are they part of this
>ublic which opposes the coal strike? Or
ose millions of the industrial working

opulation which ALREADY have a’ union -

losed shop—are they too part of this
used “public’’? Poppycock!

The so-called public is compdsed of

ankers and bakers, of manufacturers and
achinists, of big farmers and little farm-
rs, of landlords and landless. -They don't
nd can ‘t think alike.
~Oh, yes, the "public”’ as a whole is un-
o] 'iedly agamst earthquakes and plagues
—the kind for which nature is responsible.
But “%hen it comes to man-made plagues,
uch as war and low wages, the profiteer
and the laborer, the landlord and .the
sharecropper are immeasurable miles
apart. And that goes for coal operators
nd coal miners! : - .
This “public’” which the Times finds so
gorously opposed to the miners is that
ny fraction of the total population (pub-
lic). which lives off the toil of others—the

ploiters, the persecufprs the financiers -

_,d the coupon- clrppers And we don't

care a hang what the “public opinion’" of
this group is on strikes.

That “public’’ whose opinion is. of impor-
tance to us is the great mass of people who
slave for others in order that they may eat
—the exploited, the persecuted, the fac-
tory worker and the farm hand. These are
the men and women whose “‘public’’ ap-
proval we need, and can get. These are.
the men and women who must be taught
to ignore and reject the hypocritical ap-
peals to the “public’’ weal.

iiple '/ *
"Nice” Trick

So strong has been the sentiment against
sending American boys to fertilize the war-
torn fields of Europe that Washington does
not dare openly speak about an American
Expeditionary Force.

However, from various scurces comes in-
formation that plans for an AEF are well
under way. Promise-anything-to-get-what
you-want Roosevelt is not reported to, be
conscience-stricken about, it, either.

It is known that the War Department is
““asking’” National Guardsmen and draf-
tees TO RE-ENLIST AS ARMY REGULARS.
'~ Why? SO THAT THEY CAN BE SENT
OVERSEAS.

Under the present law it is forbidden tb

send draftees and guardsmen outside the:
Western Hemisphere or United States ter-

ritorial possessions. In order to get the
draft extension law passed against the
great popular protest, it was necessary to
make this concession to the people.

Now the _Western Hemisphere and
United States territorial possessions cover a
lot of space—BUT NOT THE BATTLE
FRONTS.

In order to send the draftees into the
thick of the fight, it is necessary to amend
the draft law. But this will again bring out
tremendous mass opposition—the very last
thing the - war-making Administration
wants right now. ;

So—very quietly—draftets and guards-
men are being “asked” to VOLUNTEER
AS CANNON FODDER by re-énlisting as
regular army men.

Nice trick, FDR.

Repeating a Lie!

By the year 1941 every school child in
America had learned one thing about the
World War |, fought from 1914-1918.

It was not fought to make the world safe
for democracy. In America, the rich got
richer and the poor got poorer. Or, more
exactly, the Du Ponts, Mellons, Morgans
and Rockefeller got ““theirs,”” while the sol-
dier boys got it in the .neck.

The Senate Investigation Committee
headed by Gerald Nye has revealed all the
sordid details of the vast and fabulous
profits made by the munition makers.

J. P. Morgdn and his Wall Street gang
took charge of the financing of the war
and everyone knows—you'll find it in -many
books—the tragic story of how they then
dragged this country into the war to make
,their profits and investments safe.

Yet in 1941, and on Armistice Day to
boot, one Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Presi-
dent of the United States, said, without so
much as cracking a smile: ""We know that
is was, in literal truth, to make the world
safe for democracy, thet we took up arms
in 1917.”

And some people think Hitler is the only
slicker in the business.
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Hold That Picket Line!- -
Miners Flghf Labor’s Battle

(Continued from page 1)
Press and the New York newspa-
per PM show that the preponder-
ant majority of the miners in-
volved and the entire UMWA .are
solidly behind Lewis in this strug-
gle to obtain the umion shop in the
captive mines.

The reactionaries didn't think a
strike was possible. But it was
called. It was inconceivable that the
whole CIO would back Lewis and
the UMWA instead of Roosevelt on
this issue. But it happened.

Roosevelt has maintained a dis-
creet and ignoble silence the last
few days, instead of immediately
denouncing the strike, as he threat--
ened, and calling out the federal
troops to break it. For Roosevelt

By MAX STERLING
The Japanese special envoy, Sabu-
ro Kurusu, has arrived in Washing-
ton after a flying trlp all the way
_from Tokyo. This is the second time
since the Russo-German war that the
‘Mikado has sent an “appeasement”

. expert to the capital of the United

States. .In this period also two new
Japanese “war” cabinets came into.
being. .

It is hardly a coincidence that the
cabinet changes took place just when
Germany was making rapid advances
in Russia and that the messengers of
“appeasement” followed just when
these advances proved to be not so
rapid. Here we see Tokyo playing
a very cautious game. The present
Tojo ministry is-a war cabinet, but
it doesn't want to precipitate a war
where it will have to face alone the

mightiest concentration of powers

yet assembled in the Far East.

The Japanese government kinows
that any further move on its part
outside of the operations in China
proper means war. Even while
Kurusu was on his way to Wash-

- ington, the Allies made this tlear
beyond any doubt. Churchill pub-
licly declared that as soon as ‘the
shooting starts between the United

States and Japan in the Pacific,

. Great, Britain would daelare’“'war
‘against Japan “within the Hofir.”
Secretary of Navy ‘Knox, ‘Speak-
ing on Armistice Day- ' (what day
could be more appropriate?)_ ‘told
Japan that: “We have felt thal 'in
the interests of peace we must be
tolerant and take risks. But there
comes a time in the life of every
man, of every mation, when prin-
ciples cannot be sacrificed, and
when vital and essential rights can
no longer be ignored; a time when
to go further would mean that our
liberality and forebearance would
'be misunderstood. Our people must
understand that grave questions
are about fo be decided—that the
hour of decision is here.” And if
this warning to Japan was not suf-
ficiently clear, Roosevelt himself
underlined it by ordering all
American marines out of China.

The Allies have declared that they
are prepared to take on Japan, but
the latter’s dilemma is that she is not
ready. She is not ready so long as
Hitler remains stalled in Russia. For
all that the Japanese know, her ally
may be in Russia a long, long time
—and what good to her is an ally
who leaves her' to face alone the
strength - of Great Britain, America
and the Netherlands, not o speak
of China and Russia?

Economic Noose

In the meantime Japan would be,

strangled economically. What the
Allied “freezing” and embargoes
have done to her is shown in this
one economic fact. These measures
have made idle industrial equipment
in Japan whose value is estimated
at. 10,000,000,000 yen!.- How trémen-
dous this is can be judged by the
fact that the total capitalization, -both
in light and heavy industries, was
put at 14,972,000,000 yen in 1938, the
last time' that these figures were
available.”

Kurusu's job in Washington
therefore is to secure, if only tem-
porarily, an easing of this disas-
trous stranglehold. But Washing-
ton’s demands in return are such
that it is almost excluded that any
deal on this basis will result. So
long as Japan insists on remaining
in China the “democracies” intend
to keep Japan's neck in the eco-
nomic noose. Even a partial with-

has been dazed, at least momen-

' tarily, by the events. He is losing

his hold over the labor movement,
indispensable to his war plans.

Neither Roosevelt nor the journal-
ists nor the liberals understand the
CIO fully. When Murray or Kenne-
dy or the average CIO unionist ex-
presses 100 support of Roosevelt's
policies, it does not mean, as these
people think, that therefore the CIO
will give up the principles upon
which it stinds and must maintain
to keep itself going. The workers
have an altogether different idea of
what they think Roosevelt’s policies
are and what Roosevelt knows they
are.

How strongly the CIO feels about

' the union shop issue invelved pri-

THE WORLD AT WAR
Japanese “Peace” Mission in
Washington as Imperialists
Clear Decks for War Action

drawal from China would not be
satisfactory. This was revealed by
Senator Taft of Ohio, who said
that it was reported in Washington
that Roosevelt had rejected a Jap-
anese peace plan that involved the
maintenance of Japanese garrisons
in five principal Chinese cities. .
Taft said that, according to the
same report, Roosevelt also wanted
Japan to promise not to attack Vlad-
ivostok, Russia's vital Pacific port—
but Japan had refused on the ground
that the city had a big air base which
might be used for an assault against
Japanese cities.

Put Out Bait

What then is left to Japan as a
bargaining point? Only this: to sat-
isfy the “democratic” wish that she
loosen her ties with the Axis. It
appears that in this field, where ma-
neuvering and bluff are fully possi-
ble, the Japanese have already put
out bait with which to catch eco-
nomie concessions.

Thus the impression is given of
deteriorating relations with Ger-
many by the arrest and lmprlson-
ment in Tokyo of Herr Richard
Sorge, who is regarded as the lead-
ing Nazi corres'ponde_nt in the Far
ast. Sorge, who is the representa-
tive ‘of : the Frankfurter Zeitung
and said to be more in the confi-
dence of the German Embassy in
Tokyo than any other German cor-
respondent, was arrested by the
Japanese on “suspicion of activi-
ties contrary to the national inter-
ests of Japan,” It is reported that
all efforts on the part of the Ger-
man authorities to effect his re-
lease have been unavailing.

This same impression was rein-
forced a few days ago by the Mi-
kado’s message of felicitations to
King Leopold of Belgium, whose
status is that of a prisoner of the

-Nazis.

Eyes Burma Road

It is extremely doubtful if this
game of simulating coolness to the
Axis will work. It is in any case in-
sufficient. Washington demands more
than this before resuming any oil
shipments to Japan, and more than
this the latter cannot give. Japanese
leadership in the “Far Eastern Co-
Prosperity Sphere” is not . relin-
suished so easily. Her relations with
the Axis may be faked, but these re-
lations together with Japan's ambi-
tions, will assert themselves at the
very moment that the Nazi military
machine begins to score once more
th_e brilliant victories of past cam-
paigns. As Germany is certainly not
yet so weakened as to rule out such
a prospect, all the hopes of Tokyo
are fastened on the opportunities
that she expects will come to her
with such a development.

Pending this, the immediate task
of Japan is to prevent a premature
embroilment in war with the “de-
mocracies.” In the meantime she is
feverishly preparing her forces for
the showdown to come. To the
north and fo the south large rein-
forcements pour in daily. Greater
and greater levies are made on her
manpower. The “crisis” Parliament
has just voted a new war appropria-
tion of 4,315,000,000 yen, a tlemeu-
dous sum for Japan.

Japan’s next miljtary moves will
be directed toward what she be-
lieves will not invelve her in an
immediate war with the “democ-
racies,” but which will at the same
time strengthen her in case of such
‘a war later on. Japan is speeding
preparations for an attack on the

e

marily in the coal strike is indi-
cated by the fact that even the offi-
cials of the Amalgamated Clothing
Workers Union, Sidney Hillman’s
own machine, had to repudiate' his
policies and vote for the resolu-
tion supporting Lewis! And the
strike - breaking  Stalinists, too,
went along, despite a miserable at-
tempt of Michael Quill, Transport
Workers president and big shot
Stalinist at the CIO convention,
to stick a needle into the UMWA
by offering the suggestion that the
six CIO. vice-presidenis go to
Washington to assist in negotiating
the settlement of the coal strike.

This insult to the miners did not
go unnoticed. It proposed to send
half-baked bureaucrats and incom-
petents like Dalrymple of the Rub-
ber Workers, a couple of Stalinist
stooges, etc., to assist the hard and
tough and experienced men around
Lewis in the negotiations.

Victory Necessary

Victory for the CIO is as neces-
sary for its future existence as was

the General Motors strike success' ~

for its establishment as an industrial
umion movement.

If the miners can force Wall
Street to recognize the union shop
in the captive mines owned by the
big steel corporations, then the
CIO can go forward to achieve an
aim long held by Phillip Murray
and his associates, as chairman of
the Steel Workers Organizing Com-
mittee, namely, to get a closed shop
in the steel indusiry. i
That is why the present strike in
coal directly involves the entire CIOQ
and is not, as some reactionary writ-
ers say, an issue between Lewis and
Roosevelt, etc. The settlement of this
strike will be the precedent for! all
contracts in the basic industries be-
tween the CIO and the wvarious
mouthpieces that Wall Street em-
ploys to direct its huge industrial
empire.

In his bristling blood and thunder
speech Monday to the policy com-
mittee of the UMWA, John L. Lewis
indicated that he understood what
was involved.

Lewis scornfully poinied out the
role of the labor-baiting southern
congressmen and senators whose
speeches against the CIO are print-
ed in all the newspapers as “ex-
pressions of public opinion,” when
actually they are based only on
the industrial bosses’ and planta-
tion owners’ ideas, who send them
to. Congress only by disenfranchis-
ing 12,000,000 Negro voters in the
South. :

Besides servingg to reveal what a
puppet of Wall Street Congress is,
the coal strike exposed the fraudu-
lent claim of the apologists of Amer-
ican capitalism that there is “nation-
al unity” between the workers and
the bosses. Much of the bitterness
against John L. Lewis in Washing-
fon is caused by the fact that he is,
at present, the instrument through
which the basic conflict in American
society expresses itself.

The coal strike emphasizes once
again the fact that American labor
has not yet been tied down to the
war machine, NOT BY A LONG
SHOT! )

Burma Road, China’s vital line of

supplies. Thus the spokesman of

the Chinese Army made public

Chinese intelligence reports that

between 130 and 140 Japanese war-

ships were massed at Hainan Is-
land across the Gulf of Tongkin
from Indo-China and that 100 ships
were troop transporis. Japan is

also reported to have moved 60,-
000 or more troops into northern
Indo-China and that thousands
more are arriving daily.

To meet this threat, T. T. Tsing,
Chinese government spokesman, de-
clared that the United States,. Brit-
ain, China and tife Netherlands have
reached an agreement on measures
to be taken to meet the attack on the
Burma Road. However, the spokes-

« man declined to say that these meas-

ures would be of a military nature.
Indeed, that is what Japan is count-
ing on. The thrust against the Bur-
ma Road will be made on the as-
sumption that it will not bring her
into a military conflict with the Al-
lied concentration in the Far Eéast.

1f, while Kurusu talks in Washing-
ton, Japan prepares fo act, it is also
no less true of the “democracies.”

‘They too are rushing reinforcements,

ships and airplanes to all their van-
tage points in the Far East. Singa-
pore, bristling with arms, has already
been offered as a base to the Amer-
ican Pacific Fleet. Canadian troops
have recently arrived to reinforce
the British Crown Colony of Hong-
kong.

This intensive clearing af the decks
for action on the part of both sides
is the  background of Kurusu's
“peace” mission in Washington. It

 board.

Railroad
-I.abor Gets
A 'l‘ummmg

By MIKE STEVENS

The recommendations of Roosevelt's Fact Find-
ing Board, granting the railroad workers a T2
per cent bonus, has been turned down by the lead-
ers of the “Big Five” Operating Brotherhoods, and
by the 14 AFL (shop crafts) non-operating unions.
On the other hand, however, the owners, of the
railroads immediately accepted the fact finders'
recommendations. But, in order to hide their de-
light and surprise (for in their most optimistic
moments they never expected the board to decide
against the workers so completely), they an-'
nounced that they would pay the wage increase in
the interest of national unity, although they felt
it “a burden greater than they should be asked to
assume at this time.”

The union leaders are on the spof. They
expected the Fact Finding Board to be im-<
pressed by the iremendous railroad profits,
the wages that the workers in the mass indus-
tries have won, and the rising cost of living.
ABOVE ALL, they expected that Roosevelt .
and the Board would make sure that they
would receive big wage increases in order to
set a convincing precedent to the other work-
ers of America that strikes are unnecessary
for it is possible to receive union conditions
and wage increases through government
boards. On September 9, the head of the rail-
way clerks, George Harrison, visited President
Roosevelt and assured him that “. . . the un-
ions stand ready to accept the award of the
Fact Finding Board. You can depend on the
railroad unions to cooperate 100 per cent with
you, Mr. President.”

Yes, the union leaders are on the spot and they
are looking to Roosevelt to help them out. They
don't want a strike and have done nothing to pre-
pare for one. But they are talking very militantly
and the report of the “Big Five” leaders to FDR
tells why: *“. .. General dissatisfaction
of the membership to a degree never
the memory of senior chairmen who have been .
in the service twenty to thirty years.” That is the
reason why the union leaders turned down the:
recommendations of the Fact Finding Board—they

equaled in - :

did not dare accept it. But behind the backs of .

the membership they have already approached'
Roosevelt and are pleading with him to develop
some kind of a “peace formula” by which they
can save face and-still not strike.

FACT FINDERS’ CRUMBS

The railroad workers are sore. They demanded
a wage increase which would take care of a small

part of the rising cost of living—‘the railroads are .
making millions and the fact finders gave them

a temporary “bonus.”

The members of the “Big Five” had asked: for
a flat 30 per cent wage increase with a mini-
mum increase of $1.80 per day; the fact finders
offer them a 7% per cent increase.

The M shop crafts ' (AFL) demanded Bﬁ io 34"
cents an'hour 'increase; the fact finders ask them
to take nine cents an hour. The shop crafts want
70 cents an hour minimum; they are told: ta ac-
cept 40 and 45 cents hourly minimums.

To add insult to injury, the Fact Finding Board
recommends that these wage. increases be tem- .
porary and that they terminate on December.31,
1942, unless the bosses wish to continue them.

The question of the owners' proposed changes
in the working rules, which would destroy all of
the present rules and put the workers at the
mercy of the owners, was sidestepped' by “the
“It is the board's opinion that the rules
dispute is one which lends itself to" settlement by
negotiation, mediation, arbitrations, or hearings.
before a 'special emergency board. Il is not one
which should be settled by a test of economic
force.”

RAIL PROFITS MOUNT

The Class 1 railroads have reported that for
the first nine months of this year their “net-..
income” (the part left after paying all ex-
penses plus bond interest) was $358,582.‘763. A
512 per cent increase over their net income in
the same period a year ago. 4
Roosevelt's Fact Finding Board, after oﬁ'ermg
the workers a tiny fraction of their wage dernands,
became frightened as to the effeet of these in-
creas€s ‘on the railroads and therefore ssuggested

that the railroads should increase their rates m_ £

order not to lose money.

HOW MANY MILLIONS DO YOU HAVE: 'I'O-' :
MAKE TO GET INTO THE POORHOUSE? :

Budd Shows 400%
Profit for Quarter

PHILADELPHIA—The quarterly report ‘of th_e :
Budd Co. shows very . clearly why Mr. Budd is
anxious to keep ttle CIO away from his door. The .
Wall Street Journal of Tuesday, October 21, pub- .
lished the report of the Budd Co. for the quarter
of June 1st to September. 30th. \ih

In this period of four, months Mr. Budd
showed a net profit of $447,361. Compare this with
the corresponding period last year, when he only |
made $99,001, and you can see why Mr. Budd iaces
the prospect of war very cheerfully. :

Most of this profit is being made on wa.r ‘con-
tracts. The company made its “millionth ‘aerial
bomb only last week. Every dollar. of that tremen-
dous profil is being made on the potential’ mqrder :
of hundreds of men, women and children. Those_
million aerial bombs will -drop swiftly from th'é
sky .and create havoc and destruction: everywhere~

In spite of these tremendous profits the Budd
Co. is fighting the union tooth and nail.. He has
resorted to every frick in the boss handbig te

on the part .

'shows that this mission, devoid of
any basis for peace, can result at
best in an interlude agreeable to
both parties, whose imperialistic in-
terests are too .far. apart to be
bridged. During this interlude, both
sides will watch anxiously the titanic
struggle in Russia. Japan watches it
for her “opportunity,” The Allies
watch it for the breathing space that
‘they hope it will give them. That is
'the meaning of Kurusu's stall in
Washxngton. ¥ B g

forestall UAW-CIO from organizing the plant.:
But the tide is running against him). He sees the
. handwriting on the wall. The men who are tlm
lowest paid in the entire auto industry are ]mur-
ing inlo the union by the hundreds and one’ of
these fine mornings Mr. Budd -is going fo have to o
sit down and sign a contract callmg for $1.00° an
hour minimum.

Not: only should the Budd men demand a doll 1
an hour minimum but'they should strive ¢
a contract with a sliding scale of wage
time plices go up wages should go up.
the’ Budd men w111 be cheated. =5
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