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OFF.ICIAL TESTS MASK STRONTIUM PERILS 
b~ OIU Sdence ro~pn.ntl~n t. J . H . Br.sd le~ 

Government u:perimcnts on tht: uptake o[ strontium 
by plants could lnrdf~ t-a~"f: "!..~ to giH! a 

more unreliable and ntislt:>ading picture of the dangers 
of H-bomb t~. 

fhe r~ults c:hm\ed that 'l('SS than one p.:r cent' of 
Lh~ •:.rn.,mium pre:.~nt was taken up in a C.!rtain L<::.L 

But th~ trials took place ,m ~ha lk downhnd ar Comr>­
ton ( Berk~l. Chalk is 99 p.:r c~nr calcium L.i\rbcon<Jte­
arld it is preci . ..cly C<1lcium which slronrium can rcpiuce 
in a plant or an animal. 
Th~ r.:suit qu.nc.d rna~ c:\ c:n indk.:llc: lhdl ,..m1.: pl:lnr~ pr.:· 

r.:r <;lfontium LO l'3k;um--oul~ Lhcr.: i~ n~n little slmntium 

100 RUSSL\NS HA \'E II-TEST DISEASE 
\ Britalrl c.--p lod~ her tifit ll·bonll• •1• «" tlu~ Pad· 

fie, \'"lltt> u~'\' thut there are ut lcau 21JO Ro,~irm~ 
)t&JTcrint, frt~~n ~pow~ lo mdi oaC1i\'it~. Thi~ figure 
htril~ ••ur Bonn l'tlrn.-<;pontlcnr) i~ ~hen in a ltltt:'r 
frum Pmho..•.<n B:~~th!.arov. of :1 ;\lc~ ow re~th 
in<.liluft . to llr. ie~murtd Sdnnidl. uf \'(Srdcn. n..-.sr 
<hnabruclo.. ·' 1'~ciali~( in hlond dise-.lSCS. nr. Schmidt 
ha., bMJt :ld\ i'io~ the ltu~shm_, on lrtllmcot. • 

,,mp.·m:cJ to c.1ki um in most !-'i ls. Ccrl.lin shdlfi-;h ha-.e n 
d.:fiuite prd.:rcncc fo; strontium in th.::tr shclls. when the~. 
.:an set it. 

-\pan from thi~ ~alcuht.:d unrehabtlity. ther.: .tr~ many 
tmccna in tie• in th..: cxp.:rimcnt~. l\!•)1 :~II IYP..-' or pl.m!i b:­
h3\'c .1lilc: we are not told in what chemt.:a1 combm:l!ian M 
:1'.1 ho\\ tine . 1 po•,·d.:r th~ strontium \\:iS .1pplictl . 

tContinul'd on ltacL. p:.t~el 

I COMMENTARY I 
LABOUR hns proved its st.rcngth this ''cd,, 3:nd ~h;: 

Torie ha'c rcv.:alcd thetr \\cakne·c; and dLSumt~ . 
The n\!t eain of 316 seats in the En2lish and Welsh 

!l.lcal el.:ctions shows that the tide has turned once and 
f•'r all against Macmillan. The r.:siguation of eight 
Torv MPs and a Tory [leer shows hC'w sh ifting a re the 
SJuds on whi<:h hi~ administration is builr. The cris~ 
,., ithin the Tory Party go~ vastly deeper than these few 
dd~ctions indi .. ooate. There will be refusal5 to vote for 
lhl! GoH~rnm...:nt. Thcrt: '"ill be more rL~igna ti0ns. in­
cluding ~rhaps that ot Lord Lambton as Parliamcntar~ 
Priv.1te S~cretary to Sel"'·yn Ll0yd. No one has much 
d•"~Ubt th:\ t the: nl!~t Gt:ncral Electi(m will sec the tri­
urupham rctum of a n w Labnur Gtl'<cmmenr. The 
<JU~:. tilm i~: how ~oon'! 

The an cr lies -..cry largely in the hanch ot th~ 
.1dive Ltbour Pttrtv workers in tho.! .. l)nstitu~ncies. The) 
:;c.:: r.~r de:.m:r than some of their lcJdcrs in rhe Com­
mon5 the ~em nee_d to oust this employe"' go"~rn­
m'!nr. Th~y are closer to those who utTer at irs hands: 
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INDUSTRY ( 
WHITHER THE ETU? 

b~· a rorrnpontl~ut 

Tn . '" the Electrical Tratks Union i5 broke i;) far 
n\!arc:r to the tru th than saying it is 'ju t in the red· . 

At the end ••l 1456 tho: union had i4':i7.000. ot ·~hich 
!.$9.UlJI) was polrtinl fund. lc:.•' ing .£406.1JIIIJ in other Cun.h 
and r.,.,.,n "'· 

ln the rcc\?nt en(!illc<!flll!!. ~lnk.:: Lhe E I U Spe;tl CQI)J)I)O, 
:.11d Lho:rt! ;,. n<Y.t• lei., than £1 p::r mcmbcr per h~J_d. If in th.: 
cominn \c:~r there: ~h{luld b.:: much un~mphl}m.:nl i11 the 
elcdri~;~( contr~tiro;.t wJu,tr:-and this ilt quit.: pc>.Scihlc:­
uncmpl,,~m.:nt h~1.:h1 could not he JUid. 

The: rule~ cf the uniiJn ~) that when there ' ' J~, th;m 
:;us. per head m the: kitty the F." ecll!i \o: l.m auttwri7.t! a ~~~)' 
of t\l O ,billings pc:r member . To gi\.: t.he •ln~ p11r-.h..smg 
pvw.:r tod:~.,- tha t ::;os ~l.'luld ha\·e to be £-1 Ins. f h .. re h"-' 
~.::t lc~ tlUol th:l\ sum p.!r hc,.J 111 · th~ runds ,in.,:..: 1\IS l t~~ 
tabk 0\crk.sfl. 

Wa~ the crisis unt:xpeded? 
\\'as th.: pr.:i<!nt ::ri' i~ comph:tely tutc(pc~!ed-:' n~ no 

mC'3n>. It ~" app;~.r.:nt at the I'~'-+ rules rc·•i~''-'" confercna 
., hrr,~ tht!' riu~ •r·· if"k [•:·u·.~d 

It "'"'>till mor :1pparent IJ.sl )'- .. r • ..,·hen 1he gener:~l ~ .. -.rre­
t.try haJ l•) sc,ld out "' l-in:ular to branches on the muller 

The F.TU leadership is now p m[)(Xing to bold another 
ml~s r c:\ ision c.mference in S..:l't.:mber t ' l!•)nsid.:r nis ing 
dues. e>r a lc:H. or both. 

Tho: ircul~ ;;nnouncir.g this confercr..~.: fails to c:oo. phi n 
h ow and h\ th~ ltnion '.> TI:SOUI\.'l:.S tuvc bl!Cn deplct~-ith 

• tContit&Ul?-d on p~ lenl 

the lO\\cr -paid \\ orkcrs, th~ old-ag¢ pensioners. thi! 
mothers llf chi!Jn:n who are o.h sorbin!l sttontium 90 in 
th!!ir milk-absorbing it even in the wumb, as our 
series o f .lrlides on the etfc.:ts of H-bomh tests sho,\os. 
This is a go·•~rnmcnt that makes \\ ar on the aged and 
the unborn alik\!: as long as it s1ay~ in office our cco­
nomjc security and our health are menac~d. It has g\)t 
lt> go. And this w..:.:k it is clear that one dccishe pu~h 
would do the job. 

This is the lime when loci.ll L abour Parties an: cl i:­
cu. ing resolutions for subm ission to the party's annua l 
ronfer.:n.:r..:. T he agenda slwuld be chock-full uf resolu· 
lions urging the most biller fight by c\ery me.ms­
indusrria l as well as politic.tl-aga i ~Ut the T ory Gov­
ernment. Bri!!hton should he the cli max of an un­
r-recedcnted n1obilization o~ Labour's forCl'S. Labour 
mu: t g<? O\ c.r to the oft'ensive a ll along the li ne. 

But it i-. not enougn merely to end the life of thi · 
g0vernmeot thi:; yea r. The govemmcnr thal replaces it 
must be one whose horizons are nor limited by Righc­
wing fear of mass activity and _ocia l change. It must 
have a clur-cut and thorough-go ing ~cialisi: pro­
gramme-and the organized \\Orking class must make 
surl! that it carries that pr0gramme out. 
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WHITHER THE ETU? (Continued f rom pllgc. nine) 

something like one million pounds liquid as!iets in 1951. and 
with a.n income since: then of some £4{)0.000 a year. 

As immediate steps the leadersh ip h as clos.ed ihe union ·s 
college at Eshc:r and its com·alcscent home. disaffiliated from 
the Natio nal Counci l o [ Labour Colh:ges and SU)pended tht 
annual ~ou th conference. 

It is cla imed tha t these w-called t:eonom,· measures will 
~a,·e £57.000. But there a re manr members" who challenge 
th is. T her wanr to know why the~ ha\·c not been consult~!-! 
earlier. 

They want to know wh y the many re~oluti <,ns from an~a 
committees and branches that have been s.ent in o ,·er the p ast 
tv.o )ear5 calling for an end to the drop in finances hii•c: not 
~~en .1ct<:d on. 

They want an end to the polic~, adh cn.-<1 to since.: 1948, of 
keep ing th.c tt!ta l reser,es steady even t hough the membersh ip 
ri!>CS and the Yalue of the pound drops. 

Their ' ic" is that tho: leadership must be frank with the 
mem bers-and that only by link ing the q uestion of fina nce 
with rhe union·s enti re industria l !lnd pnlitica l p()licy carr 
bank ruptc~ be a,·oided. This means a fig hting programm<! 
" h ich in.sp ir~ the memb ership. not o ne that is content wiHt 
'' age rates that on! ~ just 1-.~ep pace "'ith the official cost of 
Jh·ing f1gures. 

]\Jcmbcrs are not likeh to be sati sfied by a rules revis ion 
conference at which onl~- those questions r a ised b~- the EC 
can be consiJered- and a t ,. hi ch ~cared,· more than fift ,· 
clelegat~ w ill repre~cnt O\.:r 2:!0.000 memt.ers. -

R~erves per member, 1945-56 
{Not<:: the memhership rose from 173.000 to 22~.000 hetw·een 

1945 and 1956) 
Re\~te r u ·s J)e:r he 3d Purch:a!'-ing p~wu d. 19..15 

f ~ - d. f s . d. 
1945 5 7 3 5 7 .1 
1\146 < 1 ') ' I !i 
194'7 5 (I II .4 14 (l 

1948 " () (1 4 6 () 

1')49 5 0 0 4 6 (1 

19:"0 5 0 0 4 ~ 0 
1951 4 9 (> 3 9 ll 
l ~)5l ~ 15 0 :! 13 6 
1953 ' ·' I 0 :! ~ 6 
1954 1 1 J 0 :?. 9 
1955 I 14 (1 

., 6 
1956 I 15 6 ! 6 
1957 under £1 13 9 

BRIGGS WORKERS l\IAY STRIKE AGAIN 
b~· o ur Industrial Cor rcspv ndcnl 

A FRF.SH stoppage at Briggs, D agenham. is likely 
wi thin the next few weeks. 

' I he workers are di ssatisfied with the outc-ome of the cas.:: 
of Johnn ie McLoughlin. the ,·ictimi7ed ~hop stl!wl\rd . 

T he Amalgamated Engineering Union N ational Commitlce 
hilli decidw tv press for his reinstatement despite the refusa l 
of the management to ha' e h im back. 

It i ~ b ard to see how a sho"'down can be aYoidcd unless om: 
side capitulat.:s. 

lf the Rri£~5 \\Orkers do come out aga in they would un­
douotcdly ha\·c the s.upp<m of rank-and-file - trade uni onists. 

T RADE UNION LEADERS SWING RIGHT 

T HE I::.~GT!'F.EH.S . wages strike has had at least one 
important diect on the lrade union moYement. A sec­
tion of the le.ader5.hip has swung righ t and is p repared 
to ;.~cccpt a compromise which would amount to a 
virtual wage freeze for a period . 

This is ciaar fro m r.hc ocha\ io ur of 1\1 r. William Carron 
;.t the Amalg.amatt:d Engineering Union Narional Coml!li tte..: 
when he urged a<.:..:cp{;,ncc of lis. &d. ~. week. as a . bas•.s for 
negot iation-1-.now ing full well tha t thrs cames "'1th It the 
cmplo~o:rs· stipl•laliOrl of a t .,.,e]Yc month<,' l:n n on further 
wa.ce dema nds. 
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Now the strike is o'er Sir Thomas \\'illiamwn. TUC 
chairman. p ublicly rebukes Ted H il L the boilermak.:n· secre­
tary. fur denouncing the co urt o[ inquir~ report as a tran~sly 
of justice. 

HOW THE USA EXPORTS SLUl\1P 
by our Economic Corr~pondcnl 

Evr.R since 1929, when the firM sign of thl! slump "a.s 
overproduction of U S agricul tural produce and the 
C<'llaps.: of the prices <'f these commoditil!s. American 
politicians have been sensitive to the leyel of agr icul­
tura l pn1duction and farm prices. 

In January 1956 Eisenho"er .sen t a Bill to.J Congress de­
manding the creation of a ~oil bank . .He calls it a i>.ln~ - ­
presumahly. because the soil will be 'sa,·cd· from use until 
requi red. R eally th is is just another bounty p3id to farm<!r~ 
tor not producmg crop~ and so maintaini ng prices and thcr-~­
fore income. 

The crops n ot to he produced v.ere wheat. rnai1e. c-otton 
and rice. Congress finally ,·oted 1,200 mill ion dollars to oper­
ate the schc:m~. whi(.:h became Ia•' on Ma' 11. 1956. 

Anoth.:r, supplementary, method o[ pre\·enting the iall .._,f 
farm prices i~ (.jo,·crnmcnt purch a.s.: of surpluses.: the am()unr:; 
of wheat. maize:. cotton and ric.: held b, the :\meri<:an Go• ­
crnrncnt haYc al ready hco:nme cmba rra~singly la rge. 

Ex istc:n.:c of these surpluses. e \'en though the commodities 
ha,·e been wirhdrawn f rom the marker. has a depre-~iing elk:: 
on world prices. So the E isenh<>'A<:r administrJ ti, n } t!r>in~ 
its b~;t to get rid of them. 

On .~ugu t !9. 19.::6. an agreement "as signed in ~.:--. 
Delhi for t he purchase of 360 million dollars cf 1.- S o;urr!o.:.s 
agricult ural proc..luct~. Pa~ mcnt is made 1-y crediting tne l - -
(jo,·ernment account in Ind ia ~ it.h r upees to the \.llue of :h:;.: 
number of dollars. This fund is tn h~ IJ:>.!d in Indil in :; 
number of "a~s. 

R s. 1.114 mill i<> n i~ lent on a lon~-lerrn ba~is to the IJ:::ii3:l 
Go\ ernm.:nt [N econ<>mic d~,·elopnicnt. aud Rs . .!60 mi.lliO!l 
of lhi~ must b~ u~d for IC':m II.• pri>·ate entupri~. K< 2'­
million is a di rect grant to the Indian Go~·cmment. Thi: b.J ­
a nce. appW.\irmll<:l~ R~ . .500 million . is lr> he used in Indi3 h_; 
the US (jm·crnrnent ior various purpo:;c>. e .g. the de>-el('tp­
mcnt of new markets fo r l.l S agricult1lral co mmodities. 

Br.n:il. wu. on D ecember 3t , 1'.156 . Here the LIS.\ is dump­
ing agricultural produce to lht: e.\ l.:nl or 13lt. 700.0(1(1 doll:w . 
ll5 per cent of the CO'\t to he r.::-Jent to con"r lomHc-rm Bn -
7ilian v o,·ernment de·;elopmenl pro jects. and the balance 
reserv.:d fo r American Gorcrnmen t e~rendlturc in BmziL 

T he Argentine Republic, Rrrnr s m ain supplier of " he.tt. 
protes tcJ . a~ did Canada-but to no ~f(ect. for since then a 
similar agrc:trnenl has be..:n made w ith G recx:c. and n O\\' on:: 
is being negotiated wi th Poland, b\ which the US.\ \\ill sell 
18-36 million bushc:ls c>rl up TO 20-30 years" cred it. 

Canada has prot~rcd aga in about t he llS-P<llish .,., heal 
deal. on the ground that long-to:rm credit J cals of this kind 
can destro~ the world wheal ma rket. Expnrt~ n[ Can3dian 
wheat fell f rom 6.169.000 bushels in the fi rs.t week of April 
1956 to L 9~4.000 bushds in the corresponding week this ) ear. 

SCR LEADERS UNDER FIRE 
by a corre~pondent 

As a result of the demands of members a special 
general meeting t'f the Society for Cult ural Rela tions is 
to be held on June 29 to discus..-.; policy. 
.Mem~ers are :cry ang~y _that an influential group in the 

lea dersh ip are \Jsmg the Socrcty for propagating the ideas o f 
Stalinism instead oi de,·eloping cult\Jral re lations bct'<~•een the 
USSR and this countrr. A number of well kno""n actors 
miters, scientists and prof~sors have left the Societv hecau~ 
of its political activities. T wo members of the E .C., "'ell 
knov.n for th ei r non-political outlook, H . Golombek and 
Profes"<'r \ \ "rcnn. left the E .C. at the tnd ,,( last vc:r.r and ha\e 
not ~~n rcpl_aced. They felt out of place " ith.. the Society·s 
grov.mg p.ohhcal propaganda. News of these resignations has 

(Con linut>d on p uge e le,cn) 



lContinucd from page ten) 
been cardully con«alcd from the memhersbip. 

The chiei p.11icy-maker of rhc Society is .\ndrew Roth­
stei n, editor of Lhe Anglo-Sm·iet JournaL l:lis manv yean of 
experience in the employ of the So\"ie1 (;o,·e:rnment ·as a. jour­
nalir;r ha,.-e stood him in good stead as 3 painte r of row 
Sovict-hu.:d pictur~. · 

The Angla-So\ic:L JOum<~l consists mainly nf tedious trans­
lations of the o!Ticia l So,·ict Go\c:rnment point of,-;~-. There 
is little new-s of de-Stlllinization- thc m:1in hope for impro' cd 
cultural rdations f.n>m the S<>,·iet $ide. ~on..So\ ict contri­
b utor; arc ~rdully Yetled . The rigid uni t~ of \'ie~ poin t re ­
sults in a jnurnaJ ~o d ull that nu ny memhers oi me E.C. d,, 
nm ~Yen 1.::ad iL llonk-re,· i~ ing pol icy is £•1 distortl:d th:1l 
many publishcn d., nN no" <end in book s for re' ic:w. 
l\w~r members f.:cl thi\t tLc S.:.ciet~ ·, kaden; should b.: 

pcrrons p romint:n t in scieutific and culturul lidds, no t ·Ru~in., 
riJ;ht o)r Yo rong· oulitid:m s li ke D. N. Pritt. R Olhstcin. Com­
mander Fd!!ar P. Youn2, R.!:':. (r.:tli.J aml the Hon . Io;or 
Mont3g11. - -

FJld b:l!lS and proscriptions 
Th.: critics con<>idcr that all \• hu \\ ish to promote c ullur.aJ 

relations should be "'elcome in the Society and tlul those \\'hu 
formulate policy and contribute to the Anglo-Soviet Journal 
shtlll ld r>O lnng~r P-.! Nquired to appro\·.: un~-ritically all offi­
cial Soviet policy. The bans and pr~criptions on lh.: mo•:c­
mcnts of So•. iet \'i,il!.>r:S <.llould be lii t.:d. The mai n \H•rl:: of 
the Society should be to cnc:ourag.: the m:-.-,;imum of conlJ.ct 
between the Brili">h anJ Soviet people; s." as to q_.,.;:lop 
mutual und.::~tanding .. A reputable Societv free from poli~ 
tiL.tl propaga nda Yo vuld be ahle w put fts..:lt' on a sound 

· fmancial basi5 and bro3den the scope of its acti\·ities. 

' the re ill lillie dvuh1 tlut th.: sped:,! ~o:neral Hl<'cl ing ~'ill 
b .: one ul the: li ,eli .::~ t and he$! attendc:-0 ::.:nc;ra l ITie-ctin~:; in 
the .S.>c ict:(" thirtr -thr<:e ~·c-.u~· hi'-tory. - -

The mo;w~ to chang.: the polic~· ,,f tho: Sm:io:ty is bc:ing o r­
ganized b:: a gr"up ,,f SCR members. who e ~c.:rctar~ is 
Oonald \. c:.J.I! ()[ ~5 Cou..:hmor..:: . \ ' c:nu.:. E$h.:r tS\lll't:V\. He 
~ishcs to_fl~( (p>rn_all _. CfLJnc:tvlll:rL'\hO uppotl_llli:. 
JH0po;..:J changes. 

FORUMS 

TllE SOCIALIST FORUM MO'\< E'IE~T 
b,1· Jotm St. John 

PouTre \t. oreani:tcr:-- of all colours have for long b~:~n 
moaning abour the po?r aye-rage attendances .at 
ml!'ctings. 

TV. mid-\\..::cL. ~occcr. ski.fl ll! aud. the moral anacrni::t of tl1..:: 
'<Junger !!c:neration a re :.m .. ,ng the rca,,on~ u5tlall\· ;.d•. :\n<.·cd 
fur the aTl-pr.:,ai li11g po litk J I-apath~ . rhc app~-·r;1nc..::. therc­
fn,~. during the past r.,-., month:; of " hat i,; ~oming kn<l ... 11 

as tile T orum movc~ncrn· is !llus.i ng a good U<:JI or puzzled 
scratchi n!! uf hc:~th. 

So far- some t v.ent~ -0dJ sociali~t di~ussion fowm" h;!\..:: 
b~n fo rmed aml reports of new one~ mu~hrooming come in 
e~~ \\cck. Chid centres arc %dlidd. Nott ingham. Halif:>.'\, 
Hull. Fife. T~n..s idc and l.,~ndon . .,.·h.:re tho!~ !!To! tl our ishin:~ 
io1 al lc:ast six boroughs. 

,),dd to these the \J.rinus gro~1ps cunnecto:d w ith Tribune. 
v.-i tli' G . D. H . Cole's lnt.:mation;\l S,1ci!:t\· ior Socialist ' tu­
di~. the \\ eel..lr London meeting:; run by the Un ivcrsit i<."S and 
Ldt Rc:vic.w Club, and it amounts, for the~<! days. lo a ~idahlc 
t<>tal of spc.,ch-m.nking anti argui ng_ • 
Left Rc, ·icw Club. and it amount.~. for the-se da\ '· tv a si:Lablc 
LhllUS:ind co-piL'li of it~ fi rst is.su.c and can dr.3Vo 7 50 to hear 
l~.aac D.:u tS\:hcr. that O\cr 500 omc 111 the lir~t joint p uh!ic 
mc:c:1ir1g organi;;ed m \11arch by the LnndPn forums Ill 1\.:ar 
J<1hn S~willc and Edward Thnmps.on and that d)ese two are 
launch ing The New Reasoner a.; a. quartcrl r- all the • .: de­
'-.:lopmc:n l'\. let a lone the militancy sho"' n in r~ccnt stn kc;; 
a 'ld thc campaign .:~gainst the Rc:nt Hi ll. :;re making J)<!ople 
nk Lilem~h·cs if the long aw:-1ikd renJili~ ncc: pf ihc: Left is 
not alrcad~ under ~'3~ . · 

:\f ost of us ha,·c heen had tuo often to accept such a vie"' 

';l"i thout co_ns ~derable caution . th ouah till: reasons- ttuib: ail3rt 
rrom the: nsston bomb ancl other unsol ved global problems­
why the Left s hould feel the need just now fiJr a bout of re­
a¥essm~nt and . r~thinking are not r~ll y 'ery Jffficult to 
d !SC(Wer : . . 

l'i~lly, the d isillu) iqn and fru~trat ion felt in ~o m an) local 
La bour parties, the unc.:naintii.'s o f Labour"s ·o-:cw Think­
ing·. •he fai lta'c of Atr!c'.:X G ot·crnrnent. arc c:ausin!: thmrs­
:inds Iu .1Sl th~n~l\'l!s wh:~l prccir.:tr Sm:i;alism is all about. 
They ::tre tendtn~ to >eek .1 v.-a~ [l'ru~rd wh i.:h has little to 
du wuh dthcr Wc:lfarc Stateism or 'italiu iMn. 

Secondl,\-, 11'>.:-rc ha-> hccrt the: c.\OOlJs of a fifth of the Com­
m u:-tist Part~ ·s m.:rnb.:rshi p as a r.:-.sul t of the T"cnticth 
Con_gre5> and Hunga r~ . This tl0cs r;ot m<-"Uil th.:y w ill a uhl­
m :m c.all r want 10 embrace rhe La htllii Part\ . The. cl~i~lll 
c:bjc.:tiuns lo.> l·dormi!im still sc.:m y ;;Jid. l'h~ ex-Comm1101 1 
Party i~ redoned hr ~rne h> be 200.000 Str<>n!!. but in the 
r a>-i th.:_ lnrg..: majvdt~· of th .. "Se h_ave pmh~h_ly ~Jropp.:tl ~lr;t 
c'( J>\'ll ll~s :d togdh .. r or Jl lxst tvund satt s.tacllon 111 S(lute 
fo1111 \'>t · Lucky Jimism. 

Thi«<l~-. there arc s igns that the student population an: t'm th ~ 
~o,·e. that plo::nty o f our ~ ·•ung men ano w~'men ar~ b~in­
mn:; to get aol~ty lo >vmo: p11rposc and to think in politi.::al 
l<:rlll>. 

Th!! IOpi.:~ bc:ing diKIIS~c:J bv some or the Forums ni\·e .. 
due: l\) v. h.H i~ ufOi'l!. l"hc thre~·m:~in ,~,._,j,)n< of the \l>c.7J.:.-cnri 
sd100l organiz.:d j,•in i.l) b:.- all the Fo:-rums ;;.t \\'ortl.:y Hall. 
nowr Shc!lidu. al th.: cnJ uf .\pdl \\ Uc uc:\ o ted I•> di~u:-si<Jlh 
\111 ' \\' ilethcr o r not \1:wd<m i- u nimpaired.'. ·s.-.me l .li!S.•on~ 
u f the S talin Em', ami ·Winning So.:ialist.s' . 

Though c '<-C'ommunist:\. ~orne M matur< \ intajlC. 'f\ Cr.: prc­
p.,ndcrant. nn ny \Io cr.: members of tl' ..:: Lal:o., ur Pa rt r :~r.d the.-c 
u~.c also r:cprcscnnti,·cs of s;:v.:r:~l Trotskyist nnd o ther 
1\far.\ist groups and-·"' bJsp:;;r it in th.;: purlieu ; nf Cu•cnt 
G.ud.:n-q uit.: a f,"" 'm-f1glltiug' C P mcmb..:rt 

1L v. a. hearten ing t•) see the e:~o tcnr to '\·hid1 p.ast s m.:.1r-> :md 
.. 1,tago11iMn;; " c ro.: forgottC!I in The ancmpt bmh ro analyze the 
mista kes of the pa~t anJ to a ppl )" th.: le>.<.ou ~ to Rrot3in's 
Labour ffil)l crDcnt today . :\ strik ing featuro:: was the way in 
~~> hkh many sp.:alo;..:rs .;howro th.H it v. .. ~ I"J:>:>ible w uiticize 
lhe ,<i0\ ict 1 1niun anu CoJJJ1111UIIiS.t [ll>l ic i~-- w itlmut IUmt:­
ca ll ing . wilhom ha ,·ing w u.:S<:tml t~> pc:r onal a buse or i:l:lm­
~r ou the fami liar anti-s.-,·; iet hand-~a~on . 

T huugh 'o\ ith ,u.:lt .'111 in.;oh~.-".>i \ c mo•.:mcm it is d..ll"lgcruu,. 
to gcncra l i7c. the lwpc is that the F uru11b ~ l.ll provide a ph-cc 
\> her..: Lru lh :.~n<l .l genuin<>ly '<ccientific' approa..:h may opc:r.1:e 
free from tbe l imitations imp<.hcd b y p.1rt~ nec-!s.sitr. 
~ost ot those .,. h0 join probably constdcr th.:msch-cs to b.: 

:n lt:::!Sl ~twn!!h inOu.:nc~d lw ;\I at ~ ism. anJ the re is a Jete~­
miaa tion to avoid the inaueq'u.t!o.: and fa l sili~tl alld l ysc.~ ~hich 
ha,·.: often p:1~d fo r ::\lan:ism in the pa~t two deodes. 

Here arc a fc llo nf th.: subject<; w hich T hope the forums \nll 
set out to ~tudy; 

The changing nawre of British capit.ali~m as a r.:sult t~f 
the l>r.:aL:-up of the Empire. the s hifting bab.m:c of .,.orld 
forces . and the effect o( tc:t:hni.:al a nd. indt •. 'itTial changc-!i (in 
particul .. r nudear energy) on its own laws of dev-elopment. 

TJ1e likelihood of another \lo OriJ slump and the rela tion­
sh ip O.:twcen v...; r" and economic n~s and stresses. 

What J o ~o~.: m~.w b) SociaJjsm7 How to C\IJb cxploit3-
tion ,,hiJc ar the ~e lime m.3intain in_g and e:-..pa.mling 
Bt itain·s pr~c:nt popular li~rti cs. Parliameutarr reform 
anJ .:h;lllgo:; need·~d in tho: charac!er of Stat.: pov.cr. 

Eyebro\\.s are seen to lift 
ll1c diiic:r<!nt toads 10 So<:iali.sm. Huw do ",{ugr:~lavia and 

Poland really diff~r from orh.:r Communist countriL"'S in 
Europ.: '~ T he true rdat_iu.nship between the economic base 
3nd the: supl"rstructurc in Sociali3t countries: "aJ.w betv.c1:11 
leaders and the ma"-~ - Anal~sis of social fore<>~ and conlli.::L~ 
"' ithin Cnmmunist countries-:. n attempt to define lhc laws 
nf Socialist development and th~ir ulation to historical 
conditivrus. 
Ho \lo far "'·ill the Forums g9':' E rchr o"'s ha\·e b.:en seen to 

liit in ~e\eral 4 uarters and ther)! is no do.u bt that wme ar~ 
bc:ginning to ask if the F ,lrilnis :u:c the b.!ginni ng of a new 
Left-wing part~. 

tContinul'd on p;)g_e l\\eln) 

• 
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USA 
UNITED i\1A Y DAY IN NEW YORK 

b~ our ;-.;e,, '\ ork Correspondent 

A IHUUS.\I'D workt::rs a llcndai th~ uuited Ma) Day 
rallv in New York-the tir!'.t of ils kind for t hree de­
cades-and another 500 had to be turned away f 0r lack 
of space. 

The Communist Part)·. the Socialist \\"orkers· Party tTrot­
skvistq and other radit:al groups joined (or~s. and the r:ill j 
.... ~s marked by " g~nuine spirit of ~olidarity. 

But the diehard Stalin isis- tho: Fo)tcr gruup "ithiu the 
Communist Part~ -organi1..ed their o wn m.:etinj!. ~c~'lTlingl~ 
in competition with the united rall y. I.e,~ than :!00 a!!cndo:d. 

Nc\\ York"s MaY D :\\' was the p.::tk n( a ne"· :rnd enc•Jurag· 
ing dc,-.:lopment iunon·g ~m~rican comrnunisu,-a readin~, 
tu diSCII)S with other J.ett-\\ •ng trends and to take part 111 
jo>int p ra.:tic:l\ acti' iti<:s with them. 

At numerous v. ell-attended symposium<i in Xew 'orl: . Lo' 
Angdc-s and other cities Coll?munist Puty s~k~men ha ·c 
juine<l in puhlic J i ,~u,.,ion " 1th ~pole, men ol other gro urr;. 

Memlxr~hip of the t\m.:rican C.P .. t:stimat.:d at 7~.oor, 
ten ) car~ <~t:O. is nO'I' under 20.000 .. 1~. rct:er:t con' .:ntton i~~ 
int~nsiftt:d rather than ht::1kd the dtn~tC\n~ tn the lt:a<l<:rshq:. 
Thcr..: an.: three \\:trring camp~. 

On..: is headed h) part~ cha irman William Z F'?sh.:r. who 
demands cootinu..:d blind subs.:rvi..:ne..: to the 1-.r..:mlm . 

Another i~ Jed IH Daih Worker editor John Gates. whn 
d em<\mb the right ·to critici7e tho: S<l,·iet bureaucrac}. · The 
Gate~ !!roup ha_~. howe:,·er, '1\ ithdr:t\l.n i ts proposal to replact!' 
the party by a more amorphous 'political a <ociation·. 

Mid"ay ~~'1\~n the FuHer a nd Gate') lactiiJns ~lands p:.rt~ 
li<Xrt:lar\· Eueene ])enni s. 

The ~artr "C,)O\.Ctttion rc\·ealet.l that the memb..:rs 'ic.:wed the 
entin: le:tdership with distrust and were un" illing to hanJ 
control tl' :.m· .<.~.~lion 0f it 

Fc•r the Ji,:a! fac ti•:>ns a ll agre.! <•n a pwgramm..: of S-\lpport 
for the J)ernocratic Party-the part) "hich. the Right-wi~ 
Labour leaders support-and a policy of no struggle ag:lin;! 
the AFL-CIO bureaucracy. 

Since thc conq:ntion thert: has been a ~tead' e .. odus from 
the party. 'l\ h•1~ pre cnt stat.: is illu~lrakd by ·a re..:cnl fund­
raising drive for the Dai ly W orker. 

Last O.::tolx:r a dri\ ~ was started to raise 50.00() dollar~ b\· 
Januan · I. In the middle of March th~ dri\·e was final! \ 
called off still sc' er,tl thousand dollars short of the goal. -

Oo April I a ne.,. three-month dri\"e was launched. this 
time for 100.000 dn llars. By the end of th.: first month a bare 
5.000 dullaf;l! had been collected. 

111£ FORUM MOVEMENT 
(Continued from page clc.-cn) 

The answer giYcn by those responsible for orga11izing them 
is a categuric 'No·. The F orums are not enYisaged as in any 
\\ay rh·allin!,! the e.\ist ing poli tical parties. The ••eaknci' o( 
being a mere talking-shop is realiz~d but experience has al­
'.);i~~ sho·:.n tha; hard-h ttt ing Sociali~t dis.::uc ion lead; tn 
incr.:JS~d politicJ! acti ' ity-th~•ugh under what Ia he! it is 
carrio.:J o ut is each Forum mcn•ber·~ indi,·idual c<Jnc.::rn. 

A loosely kni t national liai-con committee is being set up. 
h ut discuss inn. re!Carch. t:ducatil"n. and propaganda for the 
c::sscntia l socialist principles arc the l"orums· chid re:1sons for 
existence. 

Nothing n :scmbling a political platfMm is thcrcfore li J..eh 
to emerge. At the most it .,.·ill be a c,•llcction of i<.lc.4S anH•unt­
ing to a recogui,-.able point of \' iew. 

But ideas an: as important a_~ organization and. if th.: ' a re 
good ones and \\ell timed. they can somctim.:s shap~ the 
course of histor}. The Fabians influenced the Labour mo,·e­
m ent fnr SC\'cral g..-ncr.ltions. the Left Book Club helpc:d to 
set the tone of t he late thirties and of the I \1_.5 Labour 
Government. Perhaps the Socialist F o rums can fo liO>\ in thi, 
tradition? Jt is far. far too carl} enm to guess. hut the Forum5 
ar.: \\Orth watchiug-and wonh joining. 

... 

MAY 17. 1957 

USSR 
TALKS WITH SOYIET LEADERS ON 

THE JEWISH QUESTION 
h~ J . B. Slllsberg 

(This s~ril!s of articles first appeared in Yidcli~h in the 
Canadian "¢ekly Vochenl:>latt. The author ha~ heen a 
commun i~! for thirt\ ,·ear~ <~nJ \\3~ f••r lone a member of 
ll)c National Cvmn1.it1ix: of the Canad ian Labour-Pr,>grc.<­
sive Parl\. From 19~~ tn 19~.; he was a member of the 

· Ontario ProYincial Parliam<nt.) 

l lJEGll'\1\1!'\G OF TI-.JE PROBLEM-THE TinKTIES 
!T IS a g~)tXl many ~~an; since J have spoken publicly 
about £he painful p roblem of Jewish life in the Suviet 
Union. This si lence 011 nJ~ p art \l bout sud1 a gre;~t and 
nagging question was a m ost painful expcrienc..:. 

l! was a thou~:~nd times harder th:m spo::tkin~ up hccaus.:: 
h,,,h friends and foes failed to und.:r ·ta nd and misinterpr;:ted 
i1. 1 therdore feel an ohliga1ion. bcfiJro! getting into th~ heart 
1>L rny wbjcct. to nplain certain c.ktails aoout the past. 

As long ago a~ the )ate thirties I ben me "0rr ied a boll'. 
Sc\o:ral de,·e!opments in Jcv.·ish sorial anrl eu!tn r,\1 life in the 
l : SSR. At that ti111e a numher of cultural. educational anJ 
soc ial in,titutiuns th:\1 \\l!re rcalh· flourishinl! . '1\i th fearful 
suddcnnl!: ~ began tu wither and di sappear. The normal ~:han­
nels of contact b:::t" cen Jewish associati on~ in the Srwiet 
Un ion and their counterparts in the: rt:~l of t he \\Orlc.l h.:camc 
murc and more clogged. 

It "a~ clenr lh.ul so111e l..ind uf e• il hlight had de ecuded 
anll "a~ de,·astatin~: Jewi'h cultum l achie•ement'l. 

Why such a billo:r frost in midwmm.:r':' This question tor­
mented a !!rt:at mam· Jewish communists. Left acti,ists and a 
grea t man~· others \,ho had rejl" ic.:d in the de,·dr•pment ,, f 
Ytdd ish c.tltur.: in a count ry bnilding s~•-.:ialism. T h.:se pcr~n:; 
:~. 11 lcwa l fr iends of th~ .~ , i ~! \..Inion. 1'-c:G:im c verY une,_,,. 
abuu t . Birobidjan. which had atr~ady begun to \• ane~ · 

" "e asked questions. c.lemandcd ans .. crs. but no clear rep!~· 
\\a; roccin:d by anyon:!. 

I discu.~d it with Dimitro~· 

ln 193';1-anJ Tam ~ayi ng this for the first time in pub!i.:-
1 took upon my.1.elf ro lt!il ize my po~iti on :.1s a member of the 
hig hest bod~· of a Communist Part~ to po~e this 4u~sli<>n in 
Mosco ... . I did this in Ju l~ of that ~o:ar at a meeting of the 
Co mmunist International. 

Jt is no1 essent ial to go intu all of the deta ils. all of the 
con,·er~a tinns. diS<:u:;>ions.. etc. Sulli.:-c it to sa~ that Georgi 
Dimitru\'. head of tho.: International. exhibited the t!reat~t 
sympathy. understanding and intere5t in the que-stion . -

H e encoura~ctl m..: to pursue the m atter persi~tcnt ly. For 
hou~ at a stretch he and 1 pri ,·ately d iscuss-."<i th~ question 
and it wa; decided that he would set up a small commission 
in ~tos.co". I for my part und~rlouk to form a simi lar com­
mission of Canadian and American pt1lilical-Cultural activists.. 
The lancr '1\ 0uld prep:1re a hasic document on the question 
" hich ''ould sen·e as a basis for discussiun and for n broa<.ler 
conference in a short time . 

Shortly after m~ return I had a meet ing in Ne\\ York. 
\.i thin a matlcr of weeks a document \\as prepared . But t hen 

the \\·ar broke out anJ the who!~ project was left hanging in 
the air. 

The problem of Jc.,.ish cultural :-cth·it) in the So~·iet llninn 
(Continued un page thir:teen) 

THEY MARCH FOR EQUAL RIGHTS 

Thou~n<.ls of 'egrocs and whites a re staging a Prayc~ 
Pilgrimag::: for Fr~edom-a gigantic march <ln Washington­
on Mar 17. 

This "ill be Arncrica·s grcat~,.t-.:\'er demo nstration aj:!aiust 
rat:ial discriminalil.ln . Fifteen thou$and arc e.'\pL-cted from the 
South alone. " here the Rev. Ralph D. Ahcmath~ . one of th·~ 
k:1ders o f the successful 1\lo ntgomo.:ry bus bo~.:otl. i organi~­
ing the Pilgrimage . 
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. ALSRERG (Continued from page meln!) 

did not start in 1'148 when the Jewi~h Anti-Fascist Committee 
v.-;;s di ssol,-ed. the pubLish ine house ;,.nd ne ... --sp.1per A inil.etL 
d~-d and wh"n the ~hocking arr~ts of Yiddish 'Hi t.:r :> and 
le:nlcrs bc:l!an. It start.:d wa~ back in 1934-35. 

Second 1 ''ant tn make ii d ear that it is false tn th ink that 
p.."'ple hke rn~sclf in se\eral Communist P~rtics v.cre not ~c~n­
... cmed w ith or ignored the fac t that Jewtsh cul tura l act l\' tty 
in th ~ USSR s~med to be shrh·elling e'en before tbe war. 

Certainly 1her~ were many at that tim~ wl~o "-"etc infcctc<! 
wi1h the cul t d1s.:.a.sc (although unc<;msc•ous ty ~\cty one .. nt 
t..> ~·as som.:,,hat tnfectcd) and beltc,·ed that m the SoH.:! 
1:nicm no deliberate wrong could be committed by that partf 
••r gc;\ ernmenl. 

Bu t th <t e of us who \\ere already distur h-ed by the b itt.:r 
J,.,ubt tha t tl.:\'t:lopmcll!s in Jewish social-cultural life ''ere 
n\11 onh arnexpccted b ut inexplicabk in the framewo rk of _our 
cmic.:pts at-out the socialist nppr~ach to the cul~ures o[ nat•o~­
al i•i~ and nation:ll groups. d td do s.omethmg about thts 
pN~SS 

But last!\' I recall the 1 c,J3Y episo de in order to pro\ ide a 
bad.g round C!l.planat ion fo r the fact that I kcpr rhe$e ~u~­
picions ;and m y acti,·i t} o ut oJ the ~t!bh.:: eye. Perhaps. ~n 
r"trospcct. it would hne been bener at l had spu~.:n out m 
l'l )'J. !3ut there were plcnl ~ of critics o( the CSSR then . 

I am not referrin !!. to the imper ialists and th..:: fascists . l 
r, .. , e in m ind tho~e J cv.·ish write rs and cult ura l \\Orl:ers u·hu 
criticized and attacked the Cl'ndition of Je~ ish cultu ral-social 
life in the L!SSR before the war. Some did it s incerd~ . Others 
,j jd it insim.:erelr. But critics \\ere t here and the chorus ~·"s 
lo ud. 

1 theref(tre d;,cidcd fo r lhis reason. and f>ecause of many 
~-=rinu)( intcrnalin.n~l problems of th.at period, to pursue m y 
im'C"'tigatitms q u ietly through a .-ailable channel>. the puty 
Jnc~ the ('om intern . 

Whether thes.: in ,·c:s tigatio•H would ha\'e led 10 resul ts i;; 
debatable. 1 certa inly "' "'~ wnfid:nt. Mr. ho.pes \\ c:~e ~har~d by 
P~u l Novick, .:Jitor of the 1\ioTntng .Freillett : Rubm Saltzma!'· 
1JJ41ller h.:.td of. riu: p~:_t;>gr~ j~ J..,_,,...J'ili..J.r,,tcrnal mnv~o,.cnl 1n 
1he US.-'\: J . G.:rshman , l'ditOT of the CanaJ ian Vo.:hcnl:>laH: 
~10\'ess and George Koenig of Paris. and a host of <) th~r 
J.:,\i>h writer~ :tnu poli tic.al ligures. 

(Nc:.'l.t "'eel. : Th~ Storm 8n:aks-J 9.ll!} 

\\liA T 1S BEHIND l 'lft KHRUSHCHEV PLA~? 

GREAr l'ITF.REST- a nd J lot of speculation-ha~ been 
arousc!<.l by Khrushchev's plan to reorganize the man­
.uzement of industry and constructio~ in rhe USSR. 

YThc c:~pi tali sl Pres; a lt.:gcs a c r isis 0f planning. Khru,~h­
cllc \ vigorously denies this. What is the real reason bchtnd 
th.: plan·~ ,\ nd "' ill it work '.' 

T he de,·clopmen t of producti,·c forces under rhe Soviet 
Lnion·s plauned econom~ has been_ phc:nomcn<~:l. f h_e \plum.: 
of industrial production alone has Htereascd thtrt}' tt mes o•er 
rhc pre-1917 t·•gure . 

In agricult ure progress has not b~:en h alf as spectaculr­
~ .:t great change.s have taken pia~. 'lo\'i th the large-scale 
mechani?.ation of agricultura l e<onom~ . 

But tlw ugh gross production has multiplied , proou.:ti,·ity ~r 
!;,hour has nol incrcascJ to an ~~~< here the ~•nne e:'(tcnt . TillS 
1- due in the ma in to hw~ucra1 ic methods of m;,.nag.::mcm 
:1nd the pcr!'istcnce of enormous d i5parities in income. 

There ha\ c been a tremendous 'A:lSie ,)f nationa l resources. 
\-l<llll.:ned!. in pro J uc tion, ncm-fu lfi lmcnl o ( plans (or ~h~ 
iulfi lmcr.t c>f financia l p lans at lhc <;"_Po?n.se o( P~·'du.:tuJn 
pl;,n5) and ,, f:.r from c.,mplct.: tollhzatwn <:lf andu.;t n al 
OJXH.: il ~. 

In fue l o nly ~5 ~r cent of Soviet ~umpo,~·er is produc­
;i·. ct ~· cmplo~ cd- in une of the mo·u •ndus{n all) ad,·anccd 
~"untries in the "- orld ! 

The Khrushche,· plan. ho\L:nc~. do~ 1111t g~1 to the roo~ of 
t.hc: problem. 'What is propo cd ~~ not a \ ert1C:1! deccntraltza­
tivn gi, ·ing pm\er to the· producers- hu t a h.onzo ntul dec.:n-
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tra! intion on a ocngraphkal and department:tl hasis. Tb i; is 
not the l iquidati~n of b ure:mcracy, 1-ut its red istribution. 

.Almost e\erv ~r;.:.tkcr a t the Supreme so, je t whu ~upported 
the !cht:me d..:mandcd greater powers for the managers and 
directors. I' her.: "'as \-err little mention or the ru le of ~he 
trade unions-and noth ing \\ lls ~aid about '' orkcrs· counctls. 
Khrushch~v ~pccificallr a~'ailctl the idea that the cc•.mumic 

~otlncils should be re!ponsible to thei r respecti'e 51'1\· iet.~. and 
the Sm·ict Prc~s d enounced as 'anarc:hO-)) ndicalist' the sug­
gestion th.1t 'pre>ducers' un ions· should be M:t up. 

T h<! main beneficiary of the pl.m ''ill be--as Khrushchev 
made dear- the part>- bureaucrr.cy of the republics. reg inns 
and terri tories. 

So lo ng a" the " nrking c lass doe~ not ha~c the power to 
make and rev i~e lhe li\ c-year ami annual plans. and the pou.-cr 
to distriblltc th~: nat.H1nal ~u rp!u~ product, K hrushchc,··s a.!­
miui~tratiye changes "'ill in the long run be nullified. 

"1.8. 

PROBLEMS OF SOVIET HISTORIANS 

'Ara lo,· ca refully unfolds 
with age. Among them is a 
V . I . L enin, rhe te~ t of 
published .. .' 

do~umenrs erown \'ellow 
copy of a t'e!egran i' from 
which has nc'l-er been 

T hus opens a ,tor~ wh ich appeared recent! ~ in the Mo~L"OW 
Pr~: .. s. It concerns the publicat ion fo r the fir.<t time of a tele­
gram fmm Len in. in April 1919. to the Red A rm y com­
mand.:r-rn-chief Vacctis and 1he memhcr of the RcnJiutionarv 
\.1ilit.ary- C:ou.nd l :ttlach~:u to his h~<tdq ,Ja rtt!rs , S. l. Aralov. 
orderin!! thern to send ~orne trovps inLo Gal icia and Bukm ina 
in order to mal;e contact ' 'ith the } Olin~ H ung~~rian Sno;iet 
Rcp ul--l ic. 

T he old llolsh" ' ik Aralu\' bad l c pt this telegram all through 
thc~c ~ .:ars. and i t had rema ined unkno~n to historia.n"-

T hc reason was simple: und.:r Stal in one of the otficial 
m vths a1'><1Ut th.: Ci,il V\ar wao,; that onh 'TroL~I.dl~ \Hct:kcrs 
:uid spies· "·cr adYocat.:d d i,crting an~: force~ lo the ;jitl •){ 
the re·.olut ion in Central Eur<>F-

.-\ ~omcwh:n iar-ic:to..:hcd elTon ha~ 'been made in re~enl 
months to ::quate the solid<trit r bct\\ een the SoYiet Gowm­
ment of today and its ·puppet Kadar with the solidarity b..:-
1\• c:cn So\it: t Russia and So·. iet Hungar} in IY l SI. 

The pcriod iC'a( \ opro~y Tstur ii [Problem1; of Histl)ry] has 

rn ublishcd durin~ the llm t \l o ~ cars a number of a rt icles bold ­
:; de-Sta lini7ing the his tory oi the Holshevik Party: for thi~ 

it was sc\·cr.:ly reprimanded by the Party <>rgan Kommunist 
[Th..: C<llnmunistl in it issue No. 4 o f 1957. 

T he .reprimand also referrco to the pcriotlic:ar s failur..: to 
t.\posc: t h~o: h i$torical and politj.;.al l inks e~ isting between the 
fascist puts..:hi.sts of 1956 · and Lhe bloody suppre-srors of the 
H unp.rian Revolution in !919'. 

LH. 

CANADA 
NO CHANGE AT LPP CONVENTION 

b~ our Toronto Correspondeur 

T HE RELTh'T n ational con\icntion of tl1e Canadia n 
Lub<•ur-Progressive Party was a , ·jctory for t h e Stalinist 
faclion in the leadership, headed by Tim Buck. 

W.:ll n\·c r 400 had q u i( the pa r t} in Quebec a lone e\·en he­
fo re th.: conw ntion took plac<! . H undretls more arc now 
lea' in g. 

J. B. Salsbcri!'s resolution calling for a mc:eting lx:n•. et.:n 
Kadar. l mrc Nagy and other H ungarian co mmunists w d is­
cu~ common probkms a nci establish "hat really happened in 
H ungaq \l &s not \ o!ed on. bm ref e rred to the ne" national 
committee. 

So was a rc:wl11t ic>n ~ubmitted. by the par t):S Jew ish Com­
m ine..::. poi1uing out that the Sc•\ ie t leadc:rs hau not \et takcl\ 
\ i~ihle steps h)\4tlTUs th.: !ull res.tttrati on <1f the rights 'of So• iel 
J.:ws to their cultural activ ities in the Yidd ish l<mguage. 

The onl~ rnemb~:r of the opposi tion to be elected to th~ 
new national commiftl!c \\as Norma TJ Penner. 



T HE NEWSLETTER 

LE.TTE.R 
WHERE DO EX-COM~~UNISTS GO? 

W HERE 11'-DF.F.tf? Inevitably they w ill a rg ue among th.!m­
selv..:!' o n this p11 inL and split ur eH:n further. But 1 
J u n ' t think this matters at a ll a t the m nment. as nil will 
b lend into one stream sooner or later. 

To me the very fi rst question ha~ to b.:. do w~ join the 
Labour Part~'! l say yc, . .:mphat ica lly we do. Whether we lil;c 
i l o r not it is ihc part~ that command~ th..: respect of the mas~ 
of the peoplt- and gets th .:ir 'otcs. 

Ha,·ing b.:.:n through the \Hinger markcJ u~·Stalini7ati\'ln 
0nc c~m tJ,gin to set to \\Ork. I ha,·c fttrnred an anti-H -bumb­
test committee. "ith repr..os;.:ntativcs fr,,m l<1ral Labour and 
Liberal Parties. Quakers and youth urg:mil3f i\'lns. and "e ;,r.; 
kicking oil "' ith a shuwin~ of 'The Childr~n of Hirosh im:f. 

Nc\1 a Socialist f'orum. wh!ch \\ ill be ani!iakd to the 
London Forum . I find mo re: to rio and mur.: peo ple to list.:a 
than 1 e\·er did in rh,,~ frus trating )ears fighting bur"aucxac~. 
ideal izing Stal in. handing nt) m ind to the l.::~dership to the 
c:xk nt of not e\cn rc:.tdin~ Trotsk;. . nukinj:.' C:XC\ISC> f<H 
~hootings. and using my encrg) lu J,..c:ep Poll itt and Dul\ in 
their JOb:. 

.JOURNAL 

Jane s .. inncrton. 
!I ern..: B;1~ (Kent 1 

Who made that speeeh? 
SQ K hrushchc ' didn't ntal<.e that 'K hrushl:hc' spcc.::h' afh:r 

all! The <Jll~'Stio·1 is: .... hn d ic.l rnal.e it ? Or wa< it <til w .l­
C<'Cted in !>Orne sc.crct :-.::c.:ss in the U S St:.tc Department. 
as Khrushche• no\\ tri.-s ~<' hint~ 

:1-.hrushdlC\ ·s c.lc:nial that he made: the spcc.:h gih:., ri~e tn 
sornc i n lcrc~ti ng sp.:cula lions. Wh} did all the Communist 
!'artie~ <1Utsidc the ~n·ict lfn i •~n accept the spe~ch "~ 
a•11hcmic? 

llarn f>oll ill wa~ at th\: T \\cnttclh Congress. Wo.J know th;tl 
h.: h:1~ often h.:cn ~ i l cnt at-out \\ hat was ~-:oin~ on in the So,i!t 
Unhm: but wQu)d he ha\C kept si lent on thi s e><:ca~i 'll' and 
alluw.W the British Communist Pany and the Dail} Work.:r 
to condut:t a d iscussion which took it for erantc:,j that 
Khrushchc:,· was corrcclly reported? · 

h Harry a 'rel·i.sionist .. ? 
And if he d id ~ccp sih:nt. "' hat was his moti,·e '? Is Harr~· 

at heal"l a ·rc\·isioni5t' and a ·tiquidation ist'~ H as th.: part~· 
lcaJersh ip been nursinf! a Trotskyist 'ip~r to its bosom all 
t hc<c ~ears':' 

But 1-.hru~hche,·'s (or somebody else's) spx.::h \\J.~ not the 
onlv critit:i~m ,,f Stalin which came out o f the USSR ar and 
a(t~r the Twenti~th Congrc~s. 

T h.:r.: was 1\tiku~ an·~ reference 10 Stalin's role in the ("jyjj 
\\'ar and aft.:r. The re w.:r.: tb.: numc:ruu~ Sta li n factorie.~ 
whil'h had rheir names cbanged. The Stalin P.:ac.: Prizc is 
no~ the Lenin Pea-:e Prize. E,·cn if the: KhnL~hchc\ fire " as 
ne\.:r lit there certainh ~ccms to ha\·~ bet:n a lot 0 f smok·: 
a bout. · 

Standing on their bead5 
1-: hwsh.:h.:' has ~n Hr~ bu..<.) lately r.:-zonin)! So...-ict in­

c.lusrn. One o f the hiee~t indu~lrto u( the Stalin c:l;~ ,,a_, the 
lie factor). This still~ -sc.:ms to \l..: g(>inl! full bl a;~. and hai 
bcc:n .,.orki nj! O\'<:rtim.: turning out matcria l for the world 
communist Pr~s. 

' I here must be S<'m~ qucas\ stomachs in the «<iwria l room~ 
at the D ail} \\'ork.:r. Humanit.; and Unita a.< th~} contemplate 
the " riting uf ) et another cJitorial to pro\e that hlack after 
a ll is "hire that Khru~hchc' is ·1 rotsk~ 's gh•'l'M in di!gui~. 
that ''>'ar is pcac.:· . . . and bur.:.:lllcrac~ is democrac). 

THE L ST TWO YEARS IN POLAND 
'I he first article in thi~ ~ .. ries b' our \Vars.:>w corr<!spondeltl, 

Stanisla"" Kn.,.. al ~~ i . will be pr intt!<l n.::.: t "'eck. 
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STR ONTIUM PERIL (Continued from f ront pa~e) 

Strontium is liable to b.: les"S s.oluble than calcium in 
alkaline wils. and the amounts of manur" and water pre~cn t 
could gra,·ely affect the results. Most ob' iou>l~. ho"' deep!~· 
\\as the stront ium dug in? 

T he bon.:s of Welsh sheep, li,·i ng on soils Yery poor :n 
c:~Jcium. sho~ tha t th<: 'tolerance:· C()ncentration ha~ be.:n 
reached in a small propor tion of ca.<.e~. 

Chi ldren under fi\c ~how ' t~· much higher con c-cnlr-..1-
tions than adult~ at po~t-mortem•. and, it is a dmit1ed h~· 
c• eQ ~cient i~t c:xc-cpt Lo n.! Chern·ciJ, will re!lch ' tolernnce' 
ln J '.170 if H -tests go on at the pr~nt rate. 
Un(ortun:Hely this high conc.:ntral ion in young chi ld ren is 

unlikcl~ to b.: due ~olcl ~ tn their ra pid gro\\ th at that ag<!. for 
c,·.::n in adult~ b,,nc is bcine t:»ntinualh dis~oh c:J and rc-
iv rm .. d . ~ · 

E,·cn chill! ;hould thcr<:Lurc ha •c: a fi ~t class ~11nph ot 
calciun1. but of the •: hicf ~nwc<::' . hro:?d h :1~ h.:-e'l h1nil~d h~c'­
lo pri,·atc lad.-of-ent~rpr is~ ;; i th conscqu~ut sharp rcdu-:lion 
in i t.~ calcium C<"ntent. and milk is contaminated b~ fa11-out. 

" 'h\ all this fu~s. am·h·m? R at..l ioactivit\· i'l the ht,ncs has 
nolh ilig to do wi th the· gcn.:tic dangers whit:h an~ also much 
d iscuss.:(.) : il causes h()nc cancer a nd lctil;aemia. B.:cdttse rh: 
rcd b)OI.)(I cell" are formed in the bone ma rro\\ . and la~l on I\ 
a fe"' weeks. r:ldi();~cti,· it, i'l the bon-."S c:.~ih interfere' '' irh 
their p;<•ducti<•n . · • 

Cells in the pr".:c->~ uf t..livision arc in anY ca,;: rm"h m <)TC 

r<Hli ation-~.m:; i t i \.: thau normal cell:;. H o.:n.:.: ':.ri se, the chroui.:: 
lad. of r~ci cell<. callcJ leukaemia wh ich is now .kill in~ mam 
of tJ1~ pioneer~ Of raditl:lCfh ity uf :!~ ~.:ars ago. SUCh 3S 
Marie \uri.:·s f:;mous communist daughl.:r. Protessnr J~n.: 
Jo liot-Curi.:. 

Another g~,-c !:>•me t..langer C•)U)d be pluwnium 2~~- len~ of 
ki logram) of which arc fornwd in am 'dirtv' (ti~> i<l n -fusiun­
fissii'O) lx<mb. I.e than ten kilograms ·of Pu::!~'.l. taken up in 
bone ,. <.Juld kill th.: c:n tire human race. Furtunateh this <h~cs 
n•lt Seem ro be happening. though a much stricter watch 
shouiJ be k..:pt. 

It is a s;1J r~llc:;:tion on t ltc ienorancc <>( s~ienc.: cr.:lterl 
by our OOl1cati0nal s\·slem lh»t the G~'' •·rnmeut c;w d,-(_,,,_1 
H-t.:s ts un the grounds that they ha,·c no idea what the\ a r.: 
doing T he Ausrmli.1n Gmcrnment is under strong pressur.: 
nut to be so fool i~h . folio" ing the rise i11 the frcqncncv nf 
leukaemia in that countrr. · 

* 
ln ne·o week's Ncw~lell.: r a m.:<lic-dl correspo ndcut writes 
on the effects t•l H-hnmb te ·rs Pn huma n health . 

STAN R USHTON R ESIGNS 
A member 0f the ;\1en.:~side Area \ ommille..: s ince 1 94~. 

Stan ({ ush ton. has rc:signcJ fn>m lhc C•lmmuni~t "Pa1t~. In a 
statement to The 1'~\\sl.:ttcr h" li~ ts his main di sagn.emenb 
as: 

1) ' I he leaders· um·ritical atr itude to uch a~po:crs I)( Stwk: 
po lic)· a~ re~tricrion of democracy in the S\'l\' iet Un ion and the 
' Big Rr01her' attitude to Poland . H ungary and Yugt>slu\ ia : 

2} fhc lead.:rs· ·cctar ian appro:~.ch to electoral tactics: and 
3) Effective con trol of the part) b in the hands <'f full-tim<! 

officials. particular!~ at national le\-d . 

'CHll".ESE WORKERS HAVE RIGHT TO STRIKE' 
Chou Yang. 'ice-dirc-:tor of the: Chine~c: Communist Part\·~ 

prop:~ganda departm.:nt. mid fMeign journalists that the Chi­
nese p.:oplc had th..: r ight tu :.trik.:. ami no leat..lers t•f strike~ 
sho1lld be penali7Cd . 

Strikes ·could be reg.o.nkd <b th" manner wh.:reb~ p.:ople 
depo"e. bureaucracy·. The main que,.tion was to satisfr th<! 
people: s re3son:1blc demands correc-tly :~nd o,·crcomc bureau­
cracy. 

500,000 IN :\lAY DAY STRIKE 
F i,·e hundred thou~~nd "Mkcrs on Cey)on"s ruhher and 

ka e~tales strucl<. work on Ma} D a' at thc call of their 
un ions. T h.: Ce~ I on E~talc Emp)O\ ers· · Fed~ration has due~ed 
them a day's pa~. "hich may lead .to a further strike. 
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