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DEATH OF THE N. R. A.
NEITHER TO MOURN NOR TO PRAISE

That most of the labor leaders
woere shocked almost lnto insens-
1bility by the declsion of the
Supreme Court, which put a qui-
stus on an already explring
bird, 1s a clear indlcation of
how great was the rellance of
these leaders on the Natlonal
Industrial Recovery Act.Willing-
ly and enthusiastically they de-
luded themselves 1into believing
that section 7a settled the
whole problem of orgaenizing the
American working class, Theg
thought they could point to tha
section and scare the boss into
recognizing &  labor union,
Alas, <the Dbosses were not 8o
easily scared. They are made of
tougher fibre than a great many
labor leaders.

Millions of workers actually
believed in the N R A to the ex-
tent that they were willlng to
go out and struggle for a right
~which they belleved the govern-
ment at last recognized.Undoubt-
edly, advantage could have been
taken of the situation and we
need not at all admit that sec-
tion 7a was passed for the bene-
fit of the working class ¢to
assert that it ereated a favor-
able psychologlcal impetus for
organization,
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But the 1labor leaders looked

upon section 7a not as an AID in
the struggle to organize the
workers but as a SUBSTITUTE for
that struggle. Thaey permitted
themselves to be enmeshed 1in &
net of boards snd elections whiclh
killed the spirit of the war kers
and actually prevented organlza-
tion. The golden opportunity
for organizing the basic indus-
tries of steel, rubber and asuto=-
mobiles was not taken advantage
of and that failure left organ-
ized labor with only slight gpins
in membership. Instead of strug-
gling at the point of production
they pleaded hat ln hand befare
Roosevelt and his boards. What
a miserable spectaclsel

Upon What Will Labor Leaders
Rely Now?

Then came the bolt from tho
venerable Judges of the Supreme
Court who did not,it seems, en-
sider the embarrassing position
into which their decislon would
hurl the valiant leaders of Auer~
icalh labor, Whatever gains wera
made 1In the past two years by
organized and uncrganized labor
are threatened with extinction.
It is true that good-hearted em-
ployers solemnly announced that
they would do nothing to inter-
fore with wages and conditions
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of labor set by the codes it one
might as well believe hogs that
promise not to eat 1if taken bo~
fore food. The American Federa-
tion of Labor leaders are men of
some wisdom and they really do
not believe the captains of in-
dustry when they promise mot to
cut wages andthese labor leaders
ere therefore disturbed not only
bacause the workers might suffer
but also because the organiza-
tions of which they are the lsad-
ers will be affected.

To state that the decision
which invalidated all of the NRA
codes has created a erisis for
the fmerican labor movement does
nct et all mean to give a belated
endorsement to the NRA and to
suggest that the workers must
struggle to have it reenacted.It
simply means that under the cir-~
cumstances it must be recognized
that to rely on some legislative
enactment as a substitute for
the NRA tc defend the standards
of labor against attack 1is to
make the sawe blunder that was
made when faith was placed in
the NRA.

There 1s no course left open
for organized labor other than
the course of struggle. Not only
can the gains thus far made be
kept intact. More can be won
than has already been won provid-
ed there is mno hesitation, no
cringing, no reliance upon some
saving legislation.

Absurd indeed would it be for
us to expect that an obvious les-
son should be taken to heart by
labor leaders who have been
trained to look to the government
to organize the workers. And all
indications point to the fact
that the Wagner Labor Disputes
811l 1s the next piece of legis-
lation which the AF of L leaders

will look to as a substitute for
struggle.

The fears of the Commupist par-
ty and of some other radical
groups that the Wagner Bill is
dangerous because it provides
for compulsory arbitmation are
exaggerated. It is true that in
8o far as it provides for media-
tion and arbitration after both
sides have consented, 1t lays ‘
the base for interminable delays
viich inevitably sap the strength
of the workers. It 1s also true
that once having given its con-
sent to mediation a labor union
cannot withdraw that consent.
These are very serious dangers.
Nevertheless the greatest danger
involved in the Wagner Bill is
not in its content but in the
fact that the A, F. of L leaders
will mnot wuse it as an aid for
struggle but as a stustitute for

NO EXAGGERATIONS IN THE
SOCIALIST CALL}

If there is any movement that
is and must be based on objective
truth it is thes revolutionary so-
cialist movement. No one should
be able to question the facts
which form the foundations of
the theory and practice of that
movemeht. To be a sociallst pro-
pagandist, lecturer or writer
means to be so serupulas about
factual matters that no listener
or reader would assume to raise
any doubt about them.

There is a prevailing assump-
tion that the capitalist press
is not to be relied on; that it
is full of Wuff and exaggeration
in the ordinary news of the day;
that 1n dealing with labor mate
ters it distorts and falsifies
the facts. That assumption is
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largely a comrect one and social-
ists have made great capital cut
of the fact that a great number

of people are inclined to doubt
the veracity of +the cepitallist
newspapers,

Sociallst newspapers must have
a reputation for veracity which
is spotless. In the last analy-
sis 1t 1s the only way tc gain
the confidence of the great ma-
jority of people. Especially
mst revolutionary socialist pa-
pers be careful net to distorta
to exaggerats.

The above remarks are 1induced
by the fact that a report ap-
peared in the Sociallst Cll giv-
ing the number of those partici-
pating in the May lst demonstra-
tion in Chicago as five thousand
The correct number could not
have been more than two thousand
o the utmost and fifteen hundred
would have becn the safest esti=-
mate. We do not know who is
responsible for the exaggerated
number nor the motive of the one
who 1s responsible. We know that
those who were present and read
the report in the Call must have
shaken their heads and conscims-
ly or unconsciously Dbegun  to
doubt all the reports and all the
figures given in the Call.A very
dangerous and unhealthy situa-
ationl

Should the Call continue that
way then 1t is lnevitable that
the number of those wheo from
their own experience know that
the Call exaggerates wWll increase
to an extent where its effective
ness will be greatly diminished
if not destroyed. The responsi-
ble parties nmust be warned and
if that is not sufficlent must
bs eliminated.

Nothing more dangerous to our

movement con be imagined thet
the absurd idesa that one has to
color the news in order to gener-
ate enthuslasm; that one should
not report the exact truth to-
cause our weakness would then
beccme public. Our movement 1is
weak it is truebut that weakness
cannot be glossed over and con-
cealed by exaggerations; it can
be eradicated only by correct
policies and one of those correct
policies 1s to cling closely to
the truth and not create illu-
sions of strength.

It would seem that the attitude
of intelligent revolutionlsts to
the Stealinist press should deterv
any soclalist reporter or editor
from following the path of th.
communists., The confused and be-
wildered communists actually ad-
mit that the Daily Worker lies,
but excuse the lies on the ridi-
culous theory that it does no
harm and one has to fool the
masses. That the communists have
raised exaggeratlon and bluff to
a system 1s to be expected. Any
movement that is based on prin-
ciples that cannot stand the test
of critical examination is bound
to rely on untruths.

& revolutionary socialist paper
such as the Call must champion
the truth as no other papsr. It
must be accepted as axiomatic
that every factual statement in
the Call can be relied on and if
some mistake does creep 1n it
will be immedlately corrected if
it is found out. Only in such &
way can the €all gain the confi-
dence of the nembership of the
party and of the working class
in géneral.

STALIN "UNDERSTANDS AND APPROVES"

Pierre Laval, representing
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French inmperialism wvisited Mos-
cow, there +to have a friendly
chat with Joseph Stalin, "first
disciple of Lenin and the belov~

idt%eader of the world proletar-~
at”.

Now there 1s nothing that is
wrong for the revolutionary lead-
er of a revolutionary country to
meet and discuss matters with a
representative of a country the
government of which protects its
capltalist masters in their ex-
ploltation of tens of millions
of colonial slaves and 1is ever
ready to suppress with blood and
iron any attempt of the working
class to better its conditions.
30 long as there 1s only one
country where the proletariat is
the rulimg class so long will
there be the necessity for that
country to come to agreements
with capltalist countries.

Certainly, there 1s nothing
wrong for the Soviet Union to co-
tain the help of one imperialist
country against another Ilmperis
ist power and thus utilize for
its benefit the antagonlsms ex~-
isting between various capitalist
nations. In doing so however the
revoilutionary working class of
the world must mnot be confused
+nd, led to bellieve that an im-
merialist government has over
night become the friend and sup-
»orter of a working class gov-
errment. Great care must be tak-
mn lest it appear that the Sovi~
et Unlion places its stamp of ap~
proval upon the acts of any
imperialist governmment and thus
weaken the struggle of the work-
ing class against that govern-
ment.

It may be necessary at times,
for diplomatic purposes, for the
one representing the Soviet Uni-~
on to leave many things unsaid

and even tc say things which are
nothing but diplematic evasions.
In such & case the revolutionary
party or international must couc
out with a statement of the whole
truth which would leave no doubT
as to the true nature of the
situation. If the Copmunist In-
ternational were &n truth a rev-
olutionary international and not
g pawn 1in the hands of Sovic*
foreign pollicy +the difficulr
problems which are a necessary
result of the existence of one
proletarian country im a capitai
ist world could be solved Ir
practice.

Under no circumstances however
is 1t necessary or permissible
for one who assumes to be and is
actually the leader of the Soviet
Union and the Communist Interna-
tional to 1ssue a statement which
can have but one interpretation,
and that 1is that capitalist
France is justified in her "na-
tional defense policy". That
goes way beyond what any diplo-
matic representative of the Sov=-
iet Undon has the right to say,
let alone a representative of a
supposedly revolutionary interna-
tional. A statement of such a
nature can in the very least cre-
ate tremendous confusion and at
the worst lay the foundation for
social chauvinlsm and defense of
one's "fatherland".

It is interesting to note the
difference in the texts of the
statement given out by Stalin
and Laval as published 1in the
New York Times and in the Dally
Worker., The former had the fol-
lowing clause 1in the statement:
"Above all the duty falls upon
them (France and Scviet Russia)
in the interest and malintenance
of peace, not to allow the means
of their national defense to
weaken in any sense. In this re-
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gard, M. Stalin understands and
fully approves the national de-
fonse policyof France in keeping
her armed forces at a level ro-
quired for security". The Daily
Worker had the following version:
"It is precisely in the interest
of the maintenance of peace that
these states are bound 1in the
first place in no way to weaken
thelr state of defense which 1in
France is maintained by earmed
forces on & level corresponding
with her need of security." Even
the latter version 1s bad enough
but the fact that "Stalin under-
stands and fully approves" is
diplomatically omitted 1s very
interesting. Thus "consclence
doth make cowards of us all."

Only a simpleton waald hesltate
to choose the text given in the
New York Times as the carrect one.

It would be absolutely wrong
to jump to the conclusion that ,
because of the statement issued
by Stalin, the French Communist
party will immedlately cease 1lts
struggle agalnst the militariza-
tion of French youth and against
French armaments. It may be that
in self-defense the French party
fr the time belng will intensify
its struggle against the Laval
program of huge armements,
attempt by the Communist party
of France to act in accordance
with Stalin's statement at the
present moment and come out in
favor of the program of the
French cepltalist class would
mean the death of that party in
short order. Not even the con-
fused and bewhldered members of
the party would tolerate such a
sudden betrayal.

At the present period Stalin-
ism cannot afford openly to draw
logleal conclusions from its the-
nries and statements. The re-

sult is an apparent contradictic:

between what S8talin says s
what the Communist parties oo,
but this contradiction caurc.

last very long. Opportunism L.
theory inevitably 1leads to *}.
same in practice and we can pre-
dict with assurance that in &i’
probability the Commmunist part;
of France will find some way <&
a critical moment to justlfy,focr
the sake of the "struggle against
Hitler and for the defense of
the Soviet Union", support of
the French bourgeoclsie. Mean=-
while confusion  becomes worse
confounded.

Revolutionary Socialists, not
tied to the mental apron-strings
of Stalinism, can think and ses
clearly in the matter of the reo-
lationship of Scviet Russia to
the capltalist world. It is not
in principle wrong fr the Soviet
Union to enter the League of Na-
tions or to meke a millitary #@ll-
ance with a capitalist country,
but 1t must be recognlzed that
such an act 1is a result of the
weakening of the natural ally of
the Soviet Union,the revolutlion-
ary proletariat, and the conse-
quont weakening of the Soviet
Unlon. Revolutionary Sociallsts
will under no circumstances cease
their struggle against their own
capitalist govermnments even tho
it may happen that their govern-
ment might be an ally of the So-
viet Union in some war. The ag-
tions of revolutlonary Soclaliste
will be determined by their pro-
found conviction that for tho
Soviet Union to lean upon agrec-
ments with capltalist ocountries
is to lean upon & broken reed srd
that only the revolutlonary pro-

letariat c¢an in the 1long run
save the Soviet Union.
Quite interesting 1s the fact

that the right wing soclialists
are praising Stalin for his "re-



6 mmmmmm . ————— mewmThe S0cialist Appoalememmemmem—memmmne

alism" 4in meking an alliance
with France and blaming him only
for not entering into a similar
alliance with them. They spoof
at Trotsky's "revoluticnery ro-
manticism" in insisting that only
the forces of the world revolu-~
tion are the basic forces for

safeguarding the exlistenceof the

Interesting and
instructive. Meking alliances
with bourgeols governments 1s
something that rightwing Social
ists are adept st

8pviet Unlon.

Stalin may understand and ap-
prove. Also the right wing so-
cial democrats. But not the
revolutionary Marxists.

THE NEW YORK OLD GUARD ANSWERS THE

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

By Max Delson.

At the Buffalo meeting of the
National Executive Commlttee the
left wing ef the New York party
presented a bill of grievances
against the New York State or-
ganization and against Local New
York. The chargea were made and
evidence was submitted to prove
these charges to the effect that
the State and Local organizations
violated the national constitu~
tion, mede moves towards seces-
sion from the national party and
suppressed democratic procedure
in Local New York.

The New York State organiza.
tion @refused to rebut the proof
submitted.

In spite of the deflant atti-
tude of the New York State Or-
ganization, the N.E.C. adopted a
sompromise resolution embodying
alne points. These nine points
vere ably analyzed 1n the May
issue of the "Socialist Appeal.®
The N.E.C. required substantial
compliance withina slx week per-
1od, mnot merely & verbal reply.
wring the six weeks period, the
T.¥, State committee did nothing

to carr out the directions of
the N.E.Ce AL the end of the six
Week period +the State Committee
submitted a written reply to the
N. E. C.

Does this answer indicate a
change of heart on the part of
the State Committee? Is there
any recognition in +thils reply
that the S ialist Party in New
York State and its most import-
ant local have violated basic
Socialist ethics? Clearly not.
It is written 1in the spirlit of
one who has been seriously ag-
grieved and is still defiant. In
its reply the NY State Cormittee
first administers a spanking to
the N.E.C. It attempts to give
the N.E.C. & lesson in constitu-~
tional law.It accuses the N.E.C.
of having perpetrated the follow
ing crimes:

l. Creating distrust and dis-

respect in the party. ‘

2. Violating the National and

State Constitution,

3. Characterizing the

Cormittee as a group.

4. Encoursging guerilla warfare

in the party and building of a

State
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dual organization.

5+ Unfair treatment to NewYork
State.

6. Discourtesy to N. Y. State,
7. Encouraging disunity in the
party.

After having outlined its sev-
en polints against the N.E.C. the
state committee then proceeds to
answer the nine points.

The State committes promises
to comply with point "1" calling
for"the adherence to resolutions
of the N.E.C. providing for the
ineligibility of advocates of
cormrmunism and vielence in the
p&l"tyo 11

The N.E.C., has falled to de-
fine communism. The State com-
mittee has 1ts own vicws on what
communism means, It has charac-
terized the Deglaration of Prin-
ciples as a corrunist documente.
Those who support the Declaration
of Princlples are thereforc com-
munists. It follows that mumbers
of the S.P, who favor the Decla-
ration are subject to expulsion.

Those who seek to enter the par-

ty bscause they belleve in the
Declaration of Prineiples are in-
eligible. Is there any reason
why the State Committes should
not hasten to assurc the N.E.C.
that point one will be rigorous-
ly adhered to by the N.Y. State
organization?

The grievance committee and
membership comittee will be kept
working overtime,while this her=-

esy-hunting proceeds at &an ac-
celerated rate.
The State commlittee sustained

the Buffalo Revolutionary Policy
Committee expulsions after theo
N.5.C. luled that it was opposed

to retroacsitive disciplinary nea=-
sures, merely for activities

ggpnected with the R.P.C.

Anything to rid the party I
meribers who are in disagreement
with the 0ld Guardl

On point "2",retraction of its
repudi ation of the Declaration .
Principles, the state committsc
gensrously concodes that the
Daclaration of Principles was le~
gally acdopted but insists on its
right to point out that it con-
stitutes a repndiation of Soci-
alis®t prinsivlies.

On point ‘"3" '"that the local,
State and National constitutions
be rigialy enforced", hers tho
State committes registers right-
eous and outraged indignation.
The Stabte Cormittee definitely
denies that it is violating the
party constitution. AU the same
time it demands that the NEC com-
ply with the party constitution.
Not a word about its violations
of tho National constitution in
respect ® the position the State
conmittee took on the Detrolt
Declaration or on its refusal to
adrnit members of the YPSL;no at-
tenpt to Justify 1ts flagrant
disregard of the State Constitu-
tion with respect to a referend-
um which 1t 1nitiated to changs
the state constitution; no ex~
planationof the amendments which
were submittcd, which virtually
tekes control of the party out
of the hands of the membershilp
of the party and places it in
the control of the enrclled so-
cialist vovers; no explanation
of why local New York was not
disciplined for falling to call
a membershlp meeting duly ro-~
quested 1n accordance with the
by-laws of local New York! All
these flagrant wviolations the
State commlttee conveniently cov-
grs with its righteous indigna -
tionl
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On point "4" the State commit~
tee mekes a Wemendous concession
by offerlng to negotiate with
the N.E.C. It clearly does not
comply with this point which ex~
pressly requires the 8tate com~
mittee o rescind the resolution
which forbids locals from accept-
ing to membership members of the
Y P S L who are qualified within
the National constitution and
the resolution of the N.E.C. The
State committee 1in a legalistic
argument seeks to pervert the
clear direction of the constitu-
tion relating to the admission
of members of the YPSL Into the
rarty. And meanwhile the State
committee pretenda to register
indignation at the suggestion
that i1t has wilfully and delib~
erately vielated the party con-
stitution.

In reply to peint "S" the State
committee contends "the state of
New York has always lnsisted that
proper party ethics be maintained
in discussion of party members,
or on the criticism of party of-
ficlels, its committees ssesetcCe
The answer contimues, "We hope
that 1in the future the N.E.C.
wlll not pernit statements at-
tacking the integrity of the
party tobe made part of ycur of-
ficial record.” It concludos
bhis point by stating that point
"5" 1s too vague to be adopted.
The State committee has conplete~
ly ignored or forgotten the at-
tacks made by its State Chairman
in the capitalist press on the
party and leading members of the
party. The New York Times and
other capitalist papers are re-
plete with 1interviews and re=~
leases by Louis Waldman and other
adherents of the 0ld Guard. The
committee also makes mno mention
of James Oneal's scurrilous pam-
phlet "Pages from Party History"
@ of Oneal's bitter and unfound-

ed slander about party comrades
in Indiana, It should be notsa
that one of the maln reasons wo7
the capitalist press 1s resorted
to i3 because 1t 1s part of tho
bitter campaign to mobilize pub-
lic sentiment against the party-
The State committee goes merrily
on 1ts way, continuing to vio=~
late not only its own decisions,

but the decisions of the NEC
whenever it sults 1ts require-
rients.

The State commlttee slides over
point "6" which requires that the
Lecal and State committee of New
York shall promptly disposs of
all questions of membership and
organization, etc., 1in dispute,
in a democratic and constibhtion=
al manner. In its reply it does
not mention the fact that a bill
of particulars was submitted to
New York State Executive Commite~
tee and the N Y State committee
covering the whole questien of
Local New York. The N. Y. State
committee does not function in a
vacuune. Most of the leading mem-
bers of this committee have actu~
ally participated in the acts of
which we complain, The State
comuittee knows that this was a
request of the NEC that the 11-
legal and undemocratic acts per-
petrated 1in Local N Y be recti-
fisd.

As to point "7": One of the
most outrageous acts ever com~
mitted 1n the soclalist movement
was the forcible ejection, with-
out notice, of the YPSL in Local
N Y from i1ts headquarters in the
Rand School. The YPSL refused
to be tools in the hands of the
014 Guard,and insisted upon acte
ing as canrades loyal to the So-
clalist party of the U S A. Lo~
cal NY in its blind resentmont
drove them out of thelr headquar-
ters. Even today local N Y is
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seeking to starve the YPSL into
submission by depriving them of
funds. A dual organization,
called the Young Soclalist Alli-
ance, has been set up by local
N Y and 18 receiving funds whlch
rightfully belong %o the YPSL.
Here agaln 4in answering this
point the hypocrisy of the State
conmittee's answer 1s obvious.
Everybody knows that the YPSL or
ganization in New York has been
the malnstay of the party organ-
ization., It was in the forefront
of every struggle and clearly
was the most disciplined section
of the Soclalist movement, yet
for purely factlional purposes,
the YPSL was thrown oute. The
State committee 1in 1ts reply is
condoning +the outrageous action
of local New Yorke.

As to point "8": The N E C di-
rected the New Leader to restore
its former constitutionend cease
to be a factional organ. It is
commonplace knowledge that the
New Leader 1is a creature of the
State committee and of Locel N Y
and 1t is of course the official
organ of N Y State. In reply to
this point the state commitltee
denies that 1t has jurisdiction
over the New Leader Associatlon.
This 1is of course absolutely
false even legalistically, since
the committee could withdraw the
officlal standing of the paper
if 1t refused to ablde by tho
committoe's decisions. The real
reagson for the committee's abtl-
tude 1s made clear by 1lts open
approval of the actions of the
New Leader association and the
antiparty position taken by the
New Leader on matters now troub-
ling the party. It has the ef-
frontery to deny that +the New
Leader is a factional organ. It
insists that the policles of the
Leader are those of the Soclal-
ist party, accepting social demo-

cracy as 1ts foundation. Heurs
again, by implication,it attaci
the Declaration of Princlples.

Point "9",requesting that bolr
local NY and the State commities
shall report such progress s
has been made in accomplishing

the purposes thereof, etc., I~
answered as follows: The Stals
committee indicates that 1t Las

complied by serving 1ts reply
within the six week period, but
denies that the NEC has any &av-
thority to request local NY tua
reply to the N E C committee ard
insists that all communicaticns
be made through the State secre-
tary. The State committee goes
on to state that the left winy
in New York was responsible fcr
the fallure of the "harmony com-
mittee" which was elected by the
executive committee of Local Ni.
I was & member of this so-callec
"harmony" committee whose func-
tion was to work out a plan fou
reorganization and action for
local N Y. It was clearly under-
stood that theoretical questlons
were not to be considered by this
cormitteo., However the majority
of this harmony committee, cou-
sisting of old guard members, in
gisted on ralsing  theoretical
questions.Practically all of the
time of this committee, contrary
to the exprcssed desire of Jack
Altman and myself, was consuried
in the discussion of theoretical
questions. The left wing mombers
of this committee did not seek to
impose any of their views on this
cormmittee or on local N Y. Thils
committee failed because the 014
guard dellberately injected lssues
bt within its purview,upon which
they know agreement was impossible
in order to prevent the 1likli-
of harmony.

Not only 1is the reply of the
State committee inadequate but in
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addition thereto it does not give
the slightest inkling that in the
future it will act differently
than it has in the past. Once
again the whole controversy is
thrown into the lap of the NEC.
The issues herein involved trans-~
cend state lines, in spite of
Louis Waldman's desire to resur-
rect the pre-civil war shibboleth
of the theory of states'! rights.
If the S P is to survive it must
be considered as an entity sand
not as 48 separate parties,

Are the issuesinvolved in this
controversy local in character?
~rtainly not ! While the New York
State committee urges the theory
>f states! rights, 1t is buslly
-t workmeking alllances with oth-
sr local and state organizations.
By those very actlons they hevo
taken this controversy cutside of
wew York State.

What is invelved here is ot
merely & factlonal struggle be-
tween two opposing groups in New
York. The problem is more funda-
mentale.

At the Detroit conventdon the
014 Guard lost the ideological
and organizational controlof tne
party. I am convinced that they
are more concerned with the less
of the organization than thelp
theoretical leadership. Before
Detroit this group dominated the
partyssince Detrolt its prestige
influence and power have weaned.
The leaders of the 014 Guard
have important econcmlie stakes,
dirsctly or indirectly, in the
sociallst movement. Most of them

re on the payrcll of party in-
stitutions er have positions in
ffiliated fraternal  organiza-~
ions and the trade union move-
ent. After Dotroit they are
left with only one stronghold,
Yew York.

ILogs of the New York

state organization and of loca:
N Y would have been the crushing
blow to them. Only with this ir.
mind can we understand the braz-
enly dictatorial and antisocial-
ist methods and tactics which
they have employed in order %o
maintain power in New York.Char~-
ters of left wing branches have
been revoked, members of the
YPSL have not been admitted indo
the pariy, factional Dbranches
have been set up,and many appli-
cants have been denied admission
into the S P - all in the name
of fighting "cemmunism" -but all
with the real aim of retaining
power.

The theoretical problems ralsed
by the 0ld Guard 1in relation to
the Declaration of Principles.
and the cry of communism, are
false 1ssues 1Injected into thils
controversy fir the prime purpose
of obseuring the real perpnes of
the 0ld Guard to recapture organ-
izational control of the S P and
to maintain their present stran-
gle hold on party instituticns.

Julius Gerber 1is one of the 0ld
Guuard leaders., He 1s considered
one of their most Iimportant
strategists. Some time ago, he
characterized the struggle now
going on in the S. P. as war and
stated that any tactics are falr:
in war. They are using just such
tactics.

Is there any possibility of
reconciling .the differences that
now exist in the party? Is it
possible to isolate some extrem=-
iste such as Louis Waldman from
the rest of the leadersnip of
the 01d Guard? The 014 Guard is
itself answering these questions
in the negative. Louis Waldman
1s their accepted leader. Not a
single one of his actions or
words has ever been repudiated
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by the 01d Guard and all his oth-
oer utterances are featured in
the New Lsader.

James Oneal 1in a recent issue
of the Leader deofinitely stated
that a split in the party is in-
evitable and that 1f 1t does not
take place now, 1t will occur at
the 1936 conventlon.

A split in 1936 will be disas~-
trous., The 01d Guard are pre-
paring for just such aneventual-
ity. Either they will regain
control of the organization or
they will smash or split the par-
ty. If they regaln control of
the organization they will proe
ceed %to wholesale expulsion of
those who are opposed to thelr
policies. A continuation of the
present pollecy of 1inaction on
the part of the NEC between now
and the next convention will
spell disaster and disintegration
of the Se. P. A split can be a-
verted but only 1f the NEC exer-

cises its athority. The act=z ¢~
comriission of the 014 Guard; i+
flagrant disregard of party rc

lations and party principles &anc
its resort to wunsocialist occon-
duct must be remcdied by the NFT
This can be accomplished in only
one way - the revocation of th:

New York State charter.

Although  some members  m#7
leave, they will be 1in a very
small minority and will affora
us an opportunity of building
a real socialist party in thi-
country. It will also clear the
party of deadening influence o<
pecple who refuse to do soclal-
ist work, but at the same time
prevent others from bullding a
party. There are tremendous
opportunities before us. We must
utilize them in the fight for
socialism. The N E C is caarged
with a grave responsibility. If
the NEC fails to act now,the 0Old
Guard may destroy 1tself, but in
so doing they will also destroy
the Soclalist party.

- owm G ey G e W W W W W

CONVENTION OF SOCIALIST PARTY OF

ILLINOIS CLARIFIES ISSUES

By Rudolph C. Olson.

Neither the number of delegates
nor the number of branches rop-
resented by the delegates at the
convention of the 8. P. of the
State of Illinols, held in Deca-
tur,would justify any feellng of

great exultation &as to the
strength and activity of the
party 1n this state. The party

of Illinois, in the same way as
the party ail over the country,
and the revolutionary movement
in general 1s not making the pro-

gress that it should and that we
would 1like to have 1t make. The
delegutes rezment did not fool
themselves into thinking that
satisfactory progress had besa
made in the last year but werc
anxious to lay plans ® stimulate
the growth and influence of the
party in the comlng year.

Meeting at a time when several
hundred members of the Interna-
tional TLadles Garment Workers
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were waging a bitter struggle for
the recognition of their union
against a wealthy and obstinate
employer of Decatur who had the

full support of the city and
state govermment, the necessity
of strengthening our party by

making it a party of revolution-
ary workers participating in and
gulding the struggles of the
working class was clearly evi-
dent to a majority of the dele-
gates. When one delegate whosse
presence 1in the Socialist party
is one of the mysterles f exist-
ence lnsisted that the party pay
special attention to work in the
churches, comrade John Fisher, &
miner of Glllesple, effectively
ridiculed the whole ldea and the
delegates passed a resolution to
concentrate on the trade unions.

That &a majority of the dele~
gates had their eyes turned to
the left and were anxious te
rmake of the Socialist party a
revolutionary Instrument to lead
the working masses in victorious
atruggle agalinst the capitalist
system was evident from the fight
that was waged on the floor in-
volving the resolution on party
press and the resolution dealing
with unity and discipline.

The latter resclution mentioned
no names but it was clearly un-
derstood by everybody that it re-
ferred to the situstion in New
Vork State where the old Guard
feels that it can defy the N.E.C
and the whole party. Those who
spoke for or ggainst the resolu-
tion correctly assumed that 1t
wes elmed at the New York 01d
Guard. The resolution  stated
that the constitutlon and Declar-
"tion of Principles, having been
‘dopted by a referendum of the
sarty membershlip after a thor-
wugh discussion, are mnot doou~
rients that can be scorned at

will., %he resolution went on to
say that it was the duty of the
National Executive Commlittee to
enforce discipline and deplored
the hesltation and indecision of
the N.E.C. in its duty to compel
obedience to the constitution
and Declaration of Principles.I®
was clear from the tewmper of the
majority of the delegates that
they insisted that the N.E.C.
take more definite and drastic
action to clear up the New York
situation. The delegates were
very well aware of the fact that
the actions of the New York 0ld
Guard were hampering the activi-
ties of the party throughout the
country and that either disci-
pline would be enforced or the
party would be paralyzed.

When the press committee bhrot
in a reso lution making the Wis-
consgin Leader the official organ
of I4linois a substitute reselu~-
tion making both the Leader and
the Socialist Call officlal or-
gans was Introduced and passed.
Because the new Socialist Calkl
was the only left wing weekly in
the country, the majority of the
delegates would not permit 1t to
be 1ignored.

Another resolution which indi-
cated the leftward tendency of
the convention and which indirect-
ly hit the reactionary attitude
of the New York 0ld Guard was
the one approving the action of
the N.E.C.in welcoming unattach~-
ed radicals and members of small
revolutionary groups into the
Seoclalist party. The Illinois
party 1ls open toall who sincere~
ly want to build the party and
especially welcomes those who be-
cause of their independent revo=~
lutionary attitude find no place
in the Communist party.

One of the most important res=-
olutions that was passed and one
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which will undoubtedly anger that
staunch "Marxist", Oneal, 1s the
one dealing with inner party de-
mocracy. The N.E.C. of the party
at its last session 1in Buffalo
passed a resolution dealing with
members of the Revolutlionary Ril-
icy Publishing Association,which
intentionallya not was so word-
ed as to subject any member who
belleved in the necessity of the
violent overthrow of the capltal-
ist class to expulsion from the
party. On the strength of the
wording of that unfortumate reso-
lution the 0ld Guard of New York
felt that they could expel ever
member of the party who did no
believe that socialism could be
introduced by worshlping at the
shrine of bourgeols democracye.
The delegates at the convention,
while declaring their opposition
to those who would endanger the
legal existence of the party by
inserting advocacy of violence
in an offieial program or docu-
ment forcefully 1nslsted wupon
the right of every party member
to propagate his views wilthin
the party. The resolution clear-
ly stated:

"In order to keep the member-
ship of the party and the work-
ers in general acquainted with
a1l sides of the controversy &
in order to guard the right of
every member of the Socialist
party to freedom of expression
on such a vital problem we do-
clare that there should be no
14zisatton on the right of a
party member to discuss in the
soclalist press and at party
meetings the questlon of the
road bo power which includes
the question of the violent
overthrow of the capitalist
system. "

The N.E.C. was urged to clari-
fy the resolution passed at 1lts

meeting held at Buffalo so Lo
there could be no misinterpre- -
tion.

No questlon was more realisiic
ally dealt with than the questic.
of a Labor party. In & shor
and clear-cut resolution the fur.
damental propositions were lais
down that a Labor party must b=
based upon organized labor ani
that 1t is the duty of the Socl
alist party to carry on & system-
atic campaign in favor of the
formation of such a party becaus.
a Labor party would be a step i~
the direction of mobllizing th~
workers for the abolition of cap-
italism. The resolution was ad-
opted unanimously.

The 1inevitable united fron.
question was disposed of in
short order. A representative of
the Communist party was glver
the floor for ten minutes and
neturally made so many misstate-
monts that 1t became difficult
for those who were in favor of
considering the Comuunist party
proposals for & united front to
insist upon such consideration.
The whole matter was tabled but
it can be correctly stated that
vhe majority of the delegates
voted to table not because they
were opposed to the united front
with the communists on principle
but because they felt thatat the
present time a united front on
vague general 1ssues would do
the revolutionary movement no

eat good. The delegates who
read the Daily Worker wmust havs
had an astounded look on thelr
faces when they read that the
Communist party representativy
was given & "tremendous ovation”
after he completed his speech.
Compunism and truth are not ex-
actly bedfellows.

As good as were the resolutions
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that were passed the delegates
realized that & revolutionary
party cannot be bullt on resolu-
tions only but that on the basis

o  an Mmoo

of those resolutions the party
rust be stirred into activity so
that it willl become a vital fac

tor in the labor movement,

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STRUGGLE BETWEEN THE YIPSELS

AND THE OLD GUARD IN NEW YORK

(A Letter to the New York Yipsels)

Dear Comrades:

The New York comrades &are no
i>ubt anxieus to know how the
rost of the country reacts to
the fight they are carrying one
Wide-spread appreavl or disap-
proval in the country at large
will greatly &ffect their outlook
&nd also their spirit. I do not
know how meny other midwest Yip-
sels! opinlons I am voicing, but
I imegine that a considerable
rumber of the comrades who know
what the 1ssues at stake are,
will probably agree withny views
Partioularli, will those agree
who are polltically developed to
the degree of seelng the connec-
tlon between the present fight
and the future development of
the party and consequently the

whole future complexion of the
American labor movement.
T was prompted to write this

letter because of the attitude
of a minority on the YPSL Nation~-
al Executive Committee and 1ts
differences with the majority on
the inner party situation, which
threw into bold relief & school
of thought in the party that well
rierits examinatlon. The fact
that & number of NEC members
wanted to sit as judges 1in the

affair betmen the 01ld Guard City

Executive Committee and the NYC

YPSL and decids on the technical-
itlies of the case, as to who had

a greater amount of right on

their side,greatly surprised the

New York Yipsels who had looked

to their NEC for full and unre-

served support,

Yot the position of McDowell
end the rest of the minority has
e deeper basls than a mere at~-
tempt to be above factlons and
decide only on the evidence and
the law without regard for the
consoquences.l bellieve the baslc
conception which divides Mc¢Dow-~
8ll and the New York Yipsels 1s
the difference of opinion on the
question of whether a split with
the 0ld Guard 1s Iinevitable or
not.

If one &accepts the position
that a split 1s inevitable, one
adopts such tacties as will put
one in a favorable position for
e split. One fights uncompromis-
ingly, knowing that comprouise
can only be temporary and might
have a dermoralizing effect on
one's forces, One attempts to
meneuver one's enemy into a posi-
tion where he will have to take
the overt step in the direction
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of a split (and consequently,the
blame) or will have to retreat
thus weakening his prestige and
following. Whether the Now York
Yipsels have consciouwsly held
this coneception, I do not know.
They have dons & creditable
biece of work in carrying it out
in practice.

If one believes that a split
1s .not lnevitable, one then acts
in a manner to avoid 1t almost
at any cost. Tho most outstand-
Ing tactie 1s then coupronmise,
One scolds both sides and enumsr-
ates the vielations of ethics
and law by both camps. One seesks
out every unwise move to show
that both sides are equally ir-
responsible.

The compromisers make a gresat
fetish of technlcalitiles, They
write bewildering theses to show
the logie of thelr position,bal-
ancing the authority of the N Y
SEC against that of the YPSL NEC,
the meaning of the simple English
word "support" ayainst the pos-
8ible meanings the S P NEC might
have had, and the authority of
thelr loglc against each and all
who base their roasoning on a
factional position 1instead of
law,

Those who accept the inevita-
bility of & split do net, nor
should they,base thelr arguments
on the simple fact that they con-
sider the political position for
which thelr side stands as being
correct. Their arguments must
be based on every rulling and
precedent in their favor. They
do not, however, deceive them-
selves by thinking that thelr
position 1s the result of a study
of all the legal and ethical
questions involved. Rather they
understand that all thelr legal
and ethical arguments are used

to support a pwition already &ar-
rived at by the logic of the fer-
tional fight,

One cannot justify the posi-
tion that a split is 1lnevitalrl.
on a short-sighted view of the
day-by-day developments oniy.
For this;one must look backward-
and forwards also. It is there-
fore nocessary to review very
briefly the past of the contend-
ing groups. On the surface th.
most obvious feature In the figh-
is the #gifference between 1L,

the 01d Guard., This line-wp c
the basis of age (realizing, of
course, the many exceptlons oa
both sides) c¢annot be explalned
simply by the rashness of youth
and the conservatism of age. It
rather bespeaks a peculiar his-
torical development of the Sgci-
allist party.

When the splltof 1919 resulted
1n about 80% of the membership
of the party golng ever to the
Communist party or dropping out
becauss of the lnner-party fight
the Palmer ralds,and the attrac-
tions of high wages, 1t left the
Sociallst party strength concen-
trated in a few spots like Mil-
waukee, Reading, and New York
City, due 1in the first two casee
to Soclalist influence 1in muni-
cipal politics,and due to infiu-
ence in the local trade union
movement and the Daily Forward
in the latter, The Communist
split had carried off most of the
younger party nembers and almost
the whole youth movement. The
party control was 1left in tle
hands of men already set Iin
their opinions and constituting
a right wing theoretically. The
years that followed saw the in-
fluence of the party narrow even
more to %ust the above-mentioned
centers (and,of course, the more
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or less stable forelgn federa~
tions). These years of capital-
ist prosperity and general work-
ingelass aloefness from radicale-
ism made the 0ld Guard feel more
correct than ever for having re-
sisted the Comrunists when they
were prophesylng the Social Rev~
olution in 1919,

With the crisis lowering liv-
ing standards and bringing on
unemployment,the Sccialist party
entered a new peried of develop-
ment.Te the 0ld Guard the crisis
neant a Jjustification in their
faith that capitalism would bresk
downe Now was the tlme to bulld
up the Sgclalist party they had
nursed during the Coolldge boom
days, into & strong political
mass movement teo capture politi-
cal power. Theoretically, their
outlook remained the same. Thelr
numbers were reinfeorced all over
the country by other 0ld Guard-
lsts who head dropped out and
were now coming back 1into the
party. The party experilenced =&
revival, And for the first time
in years, lerge numbers of young
people forced into action by the
depression came lnto the party.
Well I remember the first branch
neeting I attended in 1932. Out
of some 40 present, hardly more
than 3 were under 30 years of
age;the rest averaged around 50.
Due to the youth being carried
off by the Communist aplit and
the years of inactlivity, there
had developed a situation where
a whole generation was missing
in the party.

The younger people jelning from
1929 on, were eecking a way out
of an economiec calamity. They
wanted action and more action.
The 014 Guard, still moving by
the inertis of the years before
1929, looked wupon them as nov~

ices who lacked Dboth knowledge

and experience, Almost ail of
the first differences betWesn
the 01d Guard and the Militants
were on questions of practical
activity. Here in Chlcago, the
014 Guard was npot charged with
being reformist, but rather with
being inefficlent in administer~
ing the County office. On theo-
retical questions there was 1lit-
tle occasion for difference ef
opinion until the Detrolt Decla=~
ration of Principles.

0f great importance is the fact
that the philosophy of the O0ld
Guard has not changed since the
Hillquit group broke awsy from
the Socialist Labor party more
than 35 years ago. If anythlng,
they have shifted to the right.
They are firmly convinced that
they were correct in every major
question in the past and sre ca
rect now. They built the party
and their policies preserved the
party. Any newcomer 1is not worth
refuting, he 1s only to be teld
his place.

The Militants joined the party
looking to it as the best means
to find a way out for depression~
ridden America. They rebelled
against 014 Guard control be~
cause of lack of activity. How=-
evaer,they sooner or later devel-
oped polltically to the degree
where they saw the 01ld Guerd's
attitude on activity Ilinked wup
with the 014 Guard's conception
of the road to power. Consequent-
ly, the point of emphasis 1n the
fight, particularly in New Yerk,
where the Militants have not
displasced the 0ld CGuard and must
8till fight them ideologically,
shifted ever more to the deeper
political questions involved. Ian
Chicago, where the Militant vic-
tory in 1932 was a cemparatively
easy one, the Militants are cor-
respondingly less  developed
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theoretically.

If the situation were as in
the years from the split of 1919
to sround 1924, 1t would be much
simpler, Young people golng to
the left during this period,went
to the communists dther directly
or after a short stay in the
Soclallist partye The extrene
difference of political questiong
‘the one party composed of elder-
ly men preaching & theory of
growing 1lnto sociallsm, the oth-
er party with much youthful ener-
gy preaching revolution and hav-
ing all the attendant romantic
glamor, presented an easy cholce
:nd youth usually chose the lat-

er.

Today, However, the situation
is different. The tactles of the
Cemmunists, the falsehoods in
thelr press more than anything
else, repulsed large numbers of
intelligent yeouth.The depression
drove them to the left. The Coem-
mnlst tactles drove them away,
Wherc wers they to go? The Ssci-
alist party was not accepted
- because they agreed with it, but
us a political necessity. Not
only did they join the 8 P, but
they stayed, despite, or perhaps
because of, the bellowing of the
C P, The ossential fact is that
these young peopls were driven
in the direction of a revolutione
ary party by the objective fact-
ors but entered a party of
reformism as the leaser of two
evils,

Such elesments in the midst of
a party of reformism had not the
opportunity for & rapild educa-
tion in revelutlionary Marxism,
They groped sbout in unbelievable
confusion 1n looking for theeor-
ies to stand on that were neith-
er those of the 0ld Guard nor of
the C. Py Due to their sectarian

isolation, the minority communis®
groups never even . reached thew.,
The effect of the MacDonald be-
trayal was great, only %o ke
pushed aside by the greater les-
sons of the German catastrophe.
The great inspiration and lessons
of the Austrian Civil War shock
them to their depths, Hsre wer=z
prectical answers to theoretlcal
questions they were pondering
over. The political education of
the Militants has begun. It can
end only with an understanding
of Revolutionary Marxisn,

Thess events did not stir the
01d Guard, with the exception of
the sentimental feelings aroused

by the Austrian events, Why
should it stir them? They had
always Jpeen correct. These

events are occurring in Europe.
Auorica is different. Nor will
futfire events in Europe nove
them., And events in Amorica will
move them as it did their German
counserparts,in the direction of
défeatb.

The fact of the Militantsmoving
to the left continually and the
0ld Guard remeining steble 1=
the cause of the irreconcilsbll-
ity of the conflict., As the Mll-
itants develop arnd understand
more glearly the necessity for a

revolutionar¥ Sociallst party,
understand it because the study
of theory and dally practicas

lessouns teach it as both teach
the ®ankruptey of the C, P., ith-
chasm between them and the 0lT
Guard widens, The impendir:’
class wars in France, 1if they
ocecur in the near future,are go-
ing to have a tremendous effect
on this tendency.

The conflict between the two
groups 1s decisive. Tho progress
of the struggle can only doepen
and widen the gap, Once one un-
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derstands this, as I believe the If a plit 1s inevivablie. toens
New York Yipsels do, one 1looks can bhe no retreat. A relrsc-
with grave dlstrust at any at- brings on demoralizatioca. 323

tempt to compromise. Mc¢cDowell cause of this the establishmsn.
does not belleve a split inevit- of the Socialist Call marke
ables, He thinks a compromise distinet Militant wvictory. I
possible. He cannot support the was decldedly an offensive move.-

0l1d Guard. To support the Mill~ Militant forces can rally arouni
tants mekes a split more prob-~ 1t and 1its growth will buoy.up
able., Therefore an attitude of thelr courage.
"A plague on both your houses I"
S8ince the Militants find 1t
I can reddily see how the New necessary to keep the Call a non-
York Yipsels who were expecting factional publication, there 1is
support from their N E C wlthout a distincc need for & left-wing
"ifs", "ands " and "buts", looked  theoretical publication. The es-
upon the attitude of scolding tablishment of the Socialist Ap~
both sides and trying to bulld a peal in Chicago was to meet this
"logical™ position in the middle need. Nation-wide support must

on the bhasls of technlcallties. be mobilized to make it a print-
ed magazine or to establish some
Should the NYC YPSL be canon-~ other in its place., It 1s obvi-

1zed? If this 1s accomplished ous that the A3Q cannot fill
by declaring that they acted in this need. The establishment of

accord with "socialist law and such an organ will have as heal~
othies", then yes. But let us thy en effect (1f not a healthier
not canonlze them because they one) as the appearance of the

acted in accordance with "social- Call.
ist law and ethics". Let us can-

onize them because upon the suc-~ Beyond this a national leftwing
cess of the fight against the 0ld caucus or conference must be
Guard hinges the future of the called to determine a program and
partye. Is this factionalism? course of action. Such a confer-

Yes! Just as every decision of ence will solidify the Militant
the 8 P NEC is made with 1ts ef- forces and carry the offensive
fect on the factional fight in further. An offensive that will
mind. As every declslon of the stop only when the Soclialist par-
N Y SEC and NYC CEC is made wilth ty has become the revolutionary
its effect on the factlonal = party of the American working
fight in mind. Just as the ac- class.,

tions of the NY C YPSL EC were

made with their effect on the With Socialist Greetings,
factional fight in mind. Ernest Erber.
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HARRY LANG AND CRITICISM OF THE SOVIET UNION
By Albert Goldman.

The almost unanimous reaction ty against Harry Lang's articles
of members of the Sociallst par- in the Hearst press dealing with




conditions in the Sovliet Union
is conclusive proof that ths par-
ty will take a corrcct attitude
in defending that country when-
ever 1t willl be attacked by 1lts
enemies, The balting which the
Socialist parties the world over
have been 8ubjectod to by the
Stalinist Burocracy, thru the
Communlst partivs of the various
countries, has not succeeded in
pushing the vast majority of the
membership of those parties into
tho camp of thoe enemles of the
Russian workers. The theories of
goclal~fascism and the wunited
front from below, the inconcelv-
able slanders hurled at both
leaders and rank and filers of
the Socialist parties, the dis-
ruptive and destructive tactics
of the Stallnists would ordinar-
ily tend to alienate the working
class masses, not under the in-
fluence of the Communists, from
Soviet Russia; but fortunately
for the revolutionary movement
and for the country of the Rus-
sian workers, the members of the
Sociallst partles have almost in-
stinctively, i1f not theoretical-
ly, made the necessary and cor=
roct distinction between  the
country of the Russian prdletari-
at and the Stalinlst burccracy
koeeping the Russian workers un-
der its heel.

At present, we need not worry
that the militant members of any
Soclalist party will refuse to
defend ™isla against the attacks
of any imperialist country. The
syupethy of all consclous workers
for the Soviet Union is threaten-
ing to go to such an extreme that
they will forget to make the dis-
tinction between the Soviet Un-
ion and the Stalin clique in con-
trol and refrain from criticiz-
ing the harmful and dangerous
actions of Stalin and his serv=-
1le followers for fear of harm-

ing the Soviet Union. That kin-
of an attitude carries &s mu:l’
denger as the attitude of bitle.
hostility to the Soviet Uaicr
beecause of the 1nsane tactics ol
the Stulinists,

Nocesslty for Criticism

Revelutionary Socialism  wa:
born out of a criticism of capi-
talist conditions and capltalis:
theories. It can live only I
virtue of constantly criticizir,
itself and subjecting everything
including its own theorles an:
tactics to a critical analysis.
Let revolublonary sodalism cease
to be eritical and it becomes &
dogma incapable of fulfilling 1ts
historlc task. To approve overy-
thing that is done in the Soviet
Union or even to keep qulet
about those things which we do
not approve for fear lest some
harm come to Russia because of
our criticism is an attituds
whieh no revolutionary socialis®
can accept. That attitude not
only does mnot help the Russian
workers but is dangerous t thelr
causs and %to the cause of the
revolutionary movement all over
the world.

No more loyal and more revolu-
tionary socialist ever livecd
than Rosa Luxemburg snd yet while
she was in a German prison she
eriticlzed the Bolsheviks for
somo cf their tactics, It turned
out later thet she was misinforu-
ed about what was going on, Dbu*
that does not alter the fact tha'
she did criticize them at a time
of civil war and foreign inter-
vention. It i1s only under Stalin
that the theory of the infalll«
bility of the leadership of the
Soviet Union came to prevall and
eriticism of that leadershlp tou
be considered as "counter-revol-
utionary." To surrendor the



right and obligation to criticlze
what any leadership does any-
where 1s to surrender what should
be the most outstanding chareac-
teristic of all revolutionary
socialists, insistence on criti-~
cal analysis and intellectual in-
tegrity.

There are some who are worrled
lest the criticism which we level
at S8talin and his satellites
might furnish ammunition to the
enemy. Will net the capitalist
press pick up our attacks anduse
them to confuse and antagonize
large numbers of people? It 1is
ighly questioneble that a cor=-
rect criticlsm from & revolutim-
ary soclalist can be used by the
reactionarles for their own pur-
poses, Because & critieism from
a revolutionary viewpoint draws
revolutionary conclusions highly
cangerous to the reactionary
forces.

But even assuming that  here
and there the capitalist press
will plck up and distort a crit-
iceism of conditions in the So-
viet TUnion by a revolutionist,
the harm that this might bring
18 infinitely less than the harm
which 18 bound to result to the
revolutionary movement if we
keep sllent w ith reference to
those conditions which should
not exist and which are largely
the result of the buroccratlic re-
gime in the Soviet Union.

Essential To Distinguish
Between Things Criticlzed

It is all a question of  theo
purpogse of the criticlism .and
whether or mnot it 1is intended
to discredit the proletarian
revolution or to aid 1it. And
furthermore it 18 a gquestlon of
what 1s criticized, whether the
things attacked are the inevit-

able accompaniment of a prolet-
arian revolution 1in a begkwar

cuntry under unfavorable cor-
ditions or whether the policies
of the burocratic regime are
attacked, policies which are un-
necessary &and harmful to the
cause of the Russian and the
world revolution.

One thing 18 it to sympathilze
with the wailing of an old aris-
tocrat who laments the loss of
his privileged position and an~
other thing altogether to decry
the suppression of all democracy
for the working class. To point
to the low standard of living a-
mongst the Risslan masses without
an explanation that the cause of
such e low standard 1s due to the
backwardness of the country and
to the lack of aid from the work-
ing classes of the west 18 one

thing; to deseribe the unneces-
sary huardships of the working
masses in Russia and place re-

sponsibility upen the Stalin re-
gime for 1ts edventurous pollcles
with reference to the tempb of
industrial development during
the latter part of the first five
year plan 18 a ocriticism on a
different plane. To mention the
difference in the standard of
living between the officlaldom
of the party and of the G.P.W.on
the one hand and the lower pald
category of workers on the other
is a correct criticisgm, provided
one explains that in a transition
period Dbetween capltalism and
Socialism differences in stand-
ards of living are bound to ex-
1st, but that +the differences
existing in the standards between
different sections of the popu-
lation in Russla are out of pro-
portion snd reflect the lrrespon=-
8ible powers of the higher offi-
cialdome

One type of criticlsm is harm-
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ful and the other beaeficiul to
the interests of the workiag
¢lass revolution.

Lang's Attacks Reactionary

Measured by every conceivable
standard, the articles of Harry
Leng 4in the Hosrst press are
nothing short of a vile attack
on the Socialist rovement of the
whole world. Coning at a wime
when thare 1s considerable darnger
of an attack oy Germany against
Russia, at a time when Hearsi 1is
in the midst of a wild campaign
to diseredit the revolutionary
movement 1ln this country éend
ebove all the fallure of Lang to
make distinctlons and explana-
tions, +the articles 1if read by
any workers would tend to create
tremendous confusion and anboge-
onlsm not only towards Russila
but towards the whole socialist
mecvement. Hearst knew what he
wes about when he printed the
articles; Lang, we must presumo,
also knew what he was doing when
he resurrscted those articles,
printed some time ago lnthe For-
werd, for Hearst. The reaction~
ary Hearst, howeover, got what he
wanted; Lang got more than he
bargained fer in the form of the
hostile reaction of Soclalists,

But here 1t 1s necessary to
clarify issues and make distine-
tions,

For & Soclalist to write in the
capltalist press 18 perfectly
legitinate. Provided what he
writes furthers the 1nterests of
the revelutienary movement. Many
great soclalists, Mearx himself
for that matter, wrote for the
non-socialist press.It would in-
deed be a great thing If the cap~
ltelist press were to print all
articles written by revolubtionary
soclalists. Only a fanatic would

o=

oblect to writing revolutionary
articles for the onemy press. it
1s rut the place where the artii-
cie appsars bubt the content of
the ariicle that is important.

Trotsky's Critliclsm Revol-
utionary

The Stalinists point to ths
fact that tihe capiltelist press
accepts articles from Leon Trot-
sky as conciusive proof that he
is the "spearhead of the counter-
revolutioa”, But enyone unot
biinded vy factioenal hatred read-

ing Trotsky's articles in thko
capitalist press would readily
admit that the revolutionary

movermont is not harmed 1n the
least by those articles- that on
s contrary many who are hostlle
to the Soviet Union bocause they
do not understand what is golng
on there begin to understand and
become friendly - not +to Stalln
it is true -~ but to the 1ideas
represonted by the October revo-
lution.

Why deces the capltalist press
accept articles from Trotsky I1If
the effect is favorable to the
revoluticnary idea? To look upor
the capitallst press simply as &
instrument of the ruling class
to befuddle ths minds of the
worklng masses 1s a mechanical
conception verglng on the absurd
Only at a moment of great reve-
lutionary upheaval does the rul-
ing class press become 80 are-
ful about its content that 1c¢
ceasss to pay attentlon to circu
latien.Under normal circumstancs
the element of circulation is an
exceedingly important factor and
1f an article by a wellknow.
individual will add to the cirsu
lation, 1t might be  printed
regerdless of the revolutionary
character of that article. Onlj
re"can*:lyf McFadden's magazins
"Liberty" published an articls
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by Trotsky wherein the latter
showed that the difficulties cx-
perienced by communism in Russia
would not exist after a working
class revolution in this country
and that there would be no such
tyrannical burocracy in the Unit
ed States as there 1s 1In Russla.

No wonder
took care

that the publishers
to insert a hoxed an~

nouncement  that James Davis,
ex~secretary of labor, would
write an apewor proving that

Trotsky dees not tell the truth.

If Lang's articles were of the
gort that Hearst would be com-
~elled to reply te, no one would
critieizs him for writing in the
Tearst press. We must repeat:
if we keep 1in mind the contents
»f the article, the purpose of
its publicatieon both of the writ-
er and the publisher, and tho
effect the article has wupon the
readers,we can declde whether it
was wrong ® have such an article
published in the capltalist press.

Accurate Picture of Rus~
sian Conditions Tnpossible
Without a Theory

Is Lang truthful in his de =~
scriptlion of the incidents he
claims to have seen while 1n
Russia? Does he give an accurate
picture of conditions in Ruasia?
It must be stated categorically
that it i1s impossible to give an
wecurate picture of what is going
on in the Soviet Unlion wilthout
an understanding of the funda-~
mental forces that influence the
development of the worklng class
revolution in the world in gen-
eral and in the Soviet Uanion in
particular. Without a knowledge
of socialist theory and especld-
ly of the theoretlcal controver-
sies that have been raging be-~
tween Stalin and his opponents

with reference to the problemns
eonfronting the Soviet Union an?
the world revolution it is hope

less to attempt to evaluate con-
ditions in Russia and to have any
correct idea of the general ten-
dencies of development 1in that
country.

It has been said, correctly,
that ninety-eight percent of the
visitors to Russia come back
with their presuppositlons con-
cerning conditions in that coun=-
try confirmed. The contrasts
are so wmany and so great that
it is exceedingly easy to find
those conditieons which one ex~
pects. Tremendeus construction
and production and inconceivably
bad quality; living conditions,
for important people, that are
as good as can be expected and
desired, and for millions of
workers an abominably lew stan-
dard of living. Workers who are
tremendously enthusiastic and
those who are bltterly hostile
to the regime. Peasants  who
tell you of the tremendous im-
provement in their conditions
in comparison with the condl-
tions existing under the Tsear,
and peasants who shake thelr
heads sadly and express longing
for the days of old.

A devout
choosesa those

cormunist visiter

aspects of life
in Russie which show the tre-
mendous pre ress achleved since
the revolution; a Harry Lang and
a Ripley see only those condi-
tions which s8seem to 1ndicate
that the revolution was futile
and brought only harm to the pee-
ple. An impartial and accurate
traveler might report everythlng
in 1ts true colors but without a
knowledge of revolutlonary theoory
would be lost in a maze of con-
tradictions. It is necessary to
distinguish and explaln and one
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ecannot do that on the basis of
accepting the Stalinist mytholo-
gy nor the vindlctive distortions
of Lang and other enemies of the
Sovliet Union.

What Lang reports might be the
truth but i1f he does not mention
that conditions have lmproved
tremendously since 1933 and if
he does not mentlon the phenome-
nal achievements in the develop=
ment of inaustry his reports are
only half-truths. Especlally are
his reports absolutely worthless
if he does not dlstlingulsh be-
tween gains made as a result of
the seizure of power by the Rus-
sian proletariat &and the losses
suffered since that selzure due
to the burocratie Stalin regime.

Whom and What to Blame

For Certain Conditions
Can one deny the tremendous
suffering of the peasantry and
the working class of Russla in
the period when Stalin was in-
sanely liquidating the Kulaks by
administrative measures thus a-
rousing such furious hostility
amongst the peasants that they
killed most of the live stock
and caused hunger throughout the
country? But whom shall we blame?
The Bolshevik revolution or the
initiator of the policy of forced
collectivization, Stalin? Those
who were most active in guiding
the revolution were the very ones
who objected to Stalin's policy
of collectivizing one hundred
percent of the peasantry regard-
less of the ripeness of condi-
tionse.

Recognizing the remarkable im-
provement in Soviet economy
should not blind us to the fact
that great harm was done. to in-
dustry and to the workers in in-
dustry by the sudden change from

an exceedingly slow to a dizzy
tempo in industrial constructicz.
And how can one understand Tl
whole problem of the industrici-
1zation of Russia and whom te
blame for the errors committed if
ohe 1s i%norant of the controver-
sles raging with reference to
that problem within the Commun-
ist party? The answer to the ar-
gument that Stalin recognized
his mistakes and slowed down th3s
tempo of constructlon as welleaw
the speed of administratiiwe col

lectivization is that there werc
those who llke Trotsky warnec

about these blunders before and
not after they were committed.

BEvents in Soviet Union
Concern All Socialists

Owing to the vicious attack:
made on the Soviet Union by th>
right wing Socialists there 1-
the tendency on the part of many
well-meaning mewbers of the So-
clalist party to take an attitude
of "Hands off the Soviet Union",
which in practice means endors-
ing everything that is done Ty
the Stalin regime. Both from th:
point of view of theory and o
practice that 1s an Ilncorrec:
attitude.

of the socialis*
movement conceived of ¥t as an
international movement. Not be-
cause the proletariat of differ-
ent countries were bound to helr
one another for 3scme ethical ov
sentimental reason but becauss
capitalism has created an inter

national division of labor aud
the economie interdependence oF
the whole world. The -workin
class of every countryis vitally
affected by the failure or suc-
cess of the proletariat of any
one country. It follows there-
fore that policies followed by a
working class party Iin any one

The founders
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country should be of interest to,
because they influence the ex-
istence of, the working class of
every other country. The inter-
national character of the social~
iet movement actually meons that
a member of the Soecialist party
of Japan has a right and a duty
to follow and to eriticize the
tactics of the Soelalist party
of Venezuela or any othercountyy.

The proposition that what hap-
pens to the working class or any
country is of tremendous concern
to the working class of every
other country should be ques~
tioned by no one after the Hit-
ler victory which set Into motion
=z wave of reaction throughout the
whole capitallst world. It 1is
cliear or should be clear to ev-
eryone following currect events
that the workers of Russia were
most affected by Hitler's victo-
ry. Because of the fact that
Russia is & workers! country the
failures and successes of the
Russian workers are of greater
importance to the world prolet-
ariat than the failures and suc-
cesses f the working class of
any other country.

Even accepting the point of
view that 1t 1is possible to
Build a soclalist island 1n a

¢dapitalist worid, that is, ac-
cepting Stalin's theory of soci-
alism in pre country, a critical
attitude to the policles of the
3oviet leaders still remalns
necessary. A major premise Of
that theory,if not the only pre-
miseo, is that after soclialism 1is
built in Russia the whole world,
becoming aware of the existence
of a terrestrial, paradise, would
gravitate towards socialism with
an irresistable force. Conse~
quently the Dbelievers 1n that
theory should watch carefully
lest any mlstake be made 1n the

prozess of erecting the sociallst
edifice. But alas! that theory
seems to have the effect of dco-
steoying all eritical facultics
with refecrence to the problens
of revolutionary socialism and
they who have uncritically accerr
ted that theory have relievec
themselves Roth of the necessity
of thimking about Russia and of
the necessity of struggling to
achieve the social revolution in
thieir own country.

Conditions in S U Affect
Socialist Movement
Everywhere

To revolutionary karxists who
understand that to save the Rus-
suan Revolution it must be ex-
tended to the most Important
capitalist countries of the world
everything that goes m in Russia
must be followed closely and
critically . . We need not aecept
tne official theaory of soclialism
in one country to be convinced
that conditionsin Russia furnish
powerful arguments for ar against
the socialist revolution in other
countried. What a handicap rev-
olutionists 1in capitalist coun-
tries are under when they are
constantly compelled to explain
why there 1is no democracy for
the workers in Russia and why
there are so many and such great
distinctions in the living con-
ditions 6f the different sections
of the population. It is not so
difficult to explain the low
standbdrd of living in the coun~
try which was eccnomically unde-
veloped before the revolution,
but 1t is exceedingly difficult
to explalin the cxistence of ter-
ror and the suppression of free-
dom of criticism seventeen years
after the revolution and especi-
elly in view of the undoubted
economic progress.




- —-—---.—ru""v-nvuwv*x‘}w miﬁlis* Wlfdew 25

The harm that the communists
have done +to the revoluticnary
movement by exaggerating condi-
tions in Russia is almost incon-
geivable. Hundreds of non-Russ-
ian workers during thefirst five
year plan flocked to Russia af-
ter listening to verbal pictures
painted of conditions in Russia
by delegates who were given
chécken for breakfast,dinner and
supper. lMost of those non-Russ-
ions workers either 1left Russia
with disillusiomment if not hat-
rod in their hearts or remained
there grumbling and sulking.Some
no doubt became acclimated and
woro subtisfied, But the latter
cannot undo the damage suffered
by the Soviet Union by virtue of
the return of American and other
workcrs disillusioned and dis-
gusted, And it is not only the
Soviet Union that is harmed; it
is not only the communist move-
ment that is harmed; the sociale
ist movement also must suffer
because of the fancy exaggoera-
tions of tho "friends" of  the
Sovict Unione

Criticism of the Stalinist re-
gime from a revolutionary Marx-
ist vicwpoint cannot weaken the
Soviet Union in the slightest.
Its intention is to strenghhen
thet country and its effect is

the same. In the last analysis,
the policies pursued by the lead-
crs of the Russian workers  are
responsgible for the strengthening
or weakening of Russim. Criticism
of wrong policies and bad lcad-
ership never does and never will
harm the revolutionary  socialist
movement.,

"Priends" of the Soviet Union,
who give to every one of Stalin's
platitudes a profound revolution-
ary significance and who Justify

every one of his zig-zags, will
be the vwvory omes to run for
cover when o serious attack

ageinst the Soviet Union will be
launched, Critics of the 8Stgl-
inist regime from a revolutionary
Marxist viewpoint, who are called
"enemies" of +the Soviet Union,
will defeend the workers'® country
not only against Lang, but also
against the imperialists who are
wobehing  for the opportune  time
to destroy the Russia of the Oc-
tober Revslution. No one  knows
bettor than revolutionary  Marxe-
ists that +the destruction of the
Soviet Ukion will set the clock
of history back for many decades
if’ not generations. But  they
also know that the real  defense
of the Soviet Union is +the pro-
letarian revolution in Burope and
America,





