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Rebel Miners in Action!

New Movement in the Anthracite Growing Rapidly

Strikes  are once again. spreading
through the coal fields. In the Penn-
sylvania anthracite region a large num-
ber of the black towering breakers are
shut down as thousands of men have
left the collieries. It is what is called
an insurgent strike. The combination,
of an insurgent movement and a power-
ful strike, has thrown both alarm and
fear into the whole of the enemy camp.
As it gained day by day during its first
week it met the most terrific opposition
from the united forces of the operators,
the state cossacks and the United Mine
Workers officials.

So far this opposition has not been
able to stem the tide. While the state
troopers are massed in the territory
ruthlessly breaking up “insurgent” meet-
ings and making wholesale arrests, more
collieries join the movement.

First of all this strike is caused by the
terrible unemployment, the widespread
starvation and the operators demands
that the collieries sign separate agree-
ments with loss of conditions. Out of
the little more than 100,000 miners in the
territory at least 60,000 have remained
unemployed ever since the crisis began,
though largely as a result of increasing
mechanization, speed-up and closing
down of what is called unprofitable
mines. - But this is only one side of the
picture. On the other hand the strike
is an outright revolt movement against
fhe corrupt administration of the U. M.
W. One need but recall a few incidents
which make up this recent history of
rebellion.

Vote Stealing and Convention Packing

At the last elections held in district 1.
the opposition slate headed by Maloney
undoubtedly carried the majority vote;
but to no avail. It was counted out. At
the district convention following, this
opposition agaift asserted itself but was
squelched with strong .arm methods.
There is the oné incident at the Silver
Creek colliery near Pottsville in district
9 where on Feb. 21 a meeting attended
by about 8,000 miners unanimously
went on record to demand equalization of
work, condemned . their offictals and de-

manded a special - distriet conventien.
To these incidents can be added the last
U. M: W. convention at Indianapolis
where a packed audience steam rolled
every demand and every grievance of
the membership. This is, of course,
nothing new in the history of the United
Mine Workers under the Lewis regime
but the constantly accumulating con-
flicts between the membership interests
and the reaction of the gfficialdom is ra-
pidly approaching a breaking point.

The outstanding demand of the anth-
racite rebel movement is the one for
equalization of work. ‘It particularly
reflect the needs growing out of the
acute unemployment conditions but it
falls short of a program that can fully
unite the employed with the unemployed.
The movement itself is by no means a
Left wing movement. It still harbors
much confusion. Its leadership is mnot
at all ready to break with the corrupt
traditions - of the union bureaucracy let
alone to endeavor actually to found the
movement on a class basis. But that only
demonstrates the need of, and the possi-
bility for real Left wing permiation.

Mine Strikes Elsewhere

We said before that strikes are again
spreading through the coal fields and
we can add that yet more are in pro-
spect. The anthracite at this moment is
merely the most outstanding case. In
the Hocking Valley soft coal territory
of Ohio a number of mine tipples have
been idle since February 1st. Now this
strike is also taking on bigger propor-
tions, with more miners walking out
in protest against wage cuts. As an in-
dication of how drastic these cuts were
one need but cite the example of the
Hanna coal company announcing a re-
duction from $4.30 to $3.20 a day.

In both of these instances, in the an-
thracite and in the Hocking Valley, the
coal miners are fighting a determined
pattle. The most splendid militancy is
displayed on the picket lines. There
has been no lack of perfidious efforts to
undermine and-to split their ranks.
That is the job which the operators have
assigned to their agents in the union
office swivel chairs. But their other
weapon is being wielded just as freely.
In Pennsylvania the state troopers, in
Ohio the national guard are applying the
brute force to suppress the revolts.

Rumblings of New Revolts

Down in Eastern Kentucky and parts
of Tennessee the coal miners have fought
tenaciously against almost overwhelming
odds. Yet, when a comparison is made
the Northern oligarchs have been able to
maintain themselves on an equal footing
with the Southern bourbons in stagger-
ing the odds. These recent Kentucky
and Tennessee strikes remained entirely
isolated and could not hold out when
the full weight of the brutal enemy
forces began to bear down upon them.
These workers are now compelled to

drift back again to take up ~whatever

work is being handed out on the same
old starvation conditions, or worse

Yet, how far this is from settling the
issues becomes very apparent in the
aglded rumblings of new revolts. Such
are coming from Illinois. There the
coal miners were from their recent op-
position of the Edmonson rank and file
movement again driven back into the
folds of the U. M. W. It was g tempor-
ary setback but not a settling of the
issues. By April first the Illinois min-
ers’ contract with the operators expires.
The latter’s efforts to reduce the pre-
sent wage scale are presented in the
open, and In the Southern section it is
just as openly conceded that the miners
will resist. Thus there may be another
spontaneous rebellion in the offing hav-
ing also a double direction. For while
the thieving office squabbles between
John 1. Lewis. for the International, and
John H. Walker, for the district, are not
at all settled it cannot be expected that
either will sanction a strike. Not even
one against a wage cut.

Revolts Localized—Not United
All in all. a look at the mine fields

.at this moment give ample evidence of

signs of stiffening workers resistance
but as much proof also of the terrible
weaknesses: of almost numberless spon-
taneous rebellions and strikes, localized,
confused and. while militantly fought,
still lacking both perspective and organ-
ization. This is precisely as true for
the Kentcky and other sections, under
the leadership of the Left wing National
Miners Union, as it is for the U. M. W.
revolt movements; and, for that matter,
‘also for other independent unions such
as the West Virginia organization headed
by Frank Keeney. One characteristic
nevertheless practically all of these move-
ments and strikes have in common, and
an important charaecteristic, namely the
fact that they represent the unanimous
but saidly divided efforts of the rank
and file to direct their struggle equally
against the operators and their corrupt
agents of the U. M. W. bureaucracy. That.

alone should indicate the growing con-!

(Continued on page 4)

A S tatement of

the International

Left  Opposition --

The decree depriving comrade Trotsky
and three members of his family of Sov-
iet citizenship rights and condemning
them to perpetual exile, is not only an
act of vengeance, it is also an act of
impotence. '

That Stalin was preparing such an
act for some time, has been clear ever
since last fall. His notorious letter to
the editorial board of the magazine Pro-
letarian Revolution served no other pur-
pose than that of preparing a new wave
of reprisals. The exceptional law against
comrade Trotsky is only the practical
fruit of the “theoretical” campaign.

What are the causes that drove Stalin
to take such a step? They must have
been very serious ones, for the entire
disadvantagze of raising a new campaign
against “Trotskyism” is quite evident.

‘The vprincipal cause is the fact that
Stalin’s position has been greatly under-
mined. 'To the bourgeois papers it ap-
pears that the last conference of the
Russian party was the apogee of Stalin-
ist strength. In reality, the conference
bore the character of a masquerade de-
signed to dissimulate the weakness of
Stalin’s position. What do these oaths
of personal loyalty to Stalin, which have
of late become obligatory, actually sign-
ify? They signify that Stalin and his
limited clique no longer can count, not
only on the party—which they have
strangled—but even on the apparatus.
Whoever speaks today simply of the Cen-
tral Committee—is thereby regarded as a
concealed Opposxtiomst by Stalin. Only
those who speak of the “Central Com-
mittee under the leadership of Stalin”
are safe. This formula signifies that if
the Central Committee breaks with
Stalin, the undersigned, who subscribes
to this formula, pledges himself to be
for Stalin and against the Central Com-
mittee. Precisely in the same manner,
at the conference of the Moscow organi-
zation, the oath was prepared for the
Moscow Commitee “with Kaganoviteh at
its head”. The personal regime has not

The Workers' United Front in Canada

Due to the extremely difficult con-
ditions under which the labor move-
ment is forced to work in Canada
at present, a delay of reports on
events there, is inevitable. The arti-
cle. we publish below, although be-
lated, is extremely interesting and
instructive. It should serve to stim-
ulate a more active solidarity with
our Canadian fellow-revolutionists
as well as emulation of their splen-
did efforts for united working class
action.—Ed.

The last maneuver of the Comintern’s
strategy in the “Third Period” was the
policy of antagonistic struggle against
both the leadership and membership of
the social-democratic and reformist la-
bor movement, because Stalin postulated
that they were the Left wing of Fasc-
ism. Logically, therefore, they became
“gocial-Fascists”. This has now been
smuggled away, and the latest policy is
a united front with the workers, but not
with their organizations or leaders, which
means their united front still remains a
slogan on paper, the Party still maintain-
ing its isolation from the masses.

While the Daily Worker merrily dazes
itself with denunciations of the Opposi-
tion, and maintains an absolute silence
on the Canadian Party and its illegal-
ity, it remained to one of the smallest
and weakest sections of the Comintern,
the Communist Party of Canada, to es-
tablish a policy of the Upited Front in
realitv, of all sections of the labor move-
ment. It seems destined in the realm of
the revolutionary political movement
that the weakest link in the chain is the
one to break onto new historical ground.

The series of events leading to the ar-
rest of the eight leaders and to the out-
lawing of the C. P. in Ontario haveeal-
ready been recounted in The Militant.

The Canadian Labor Defense League,

which had charge of the defense of the
eight, sent a call to the usual Party or-
ganizations for the forming of a defense
movement. known as the Workers
Rights and Anti-Deportation Bill; but
the Party leaders were soon forced to ac-
knowledge that their own auxiliaries did
not contain the nrasses, and the confer-
ence began to crumble. This meant
that the eight would be railroaded to
jail, the Party illegalized and decapitat-
ed, and no agitation carried on amongst

- the working class against the encroach-

ment by the forces of reaction on the
labor movement. To inaugurate such
a movement meant taking the initiative
and going into the A. F. of L., the A. C.
C. L., and every body of workers, upon
a focal issue which affected the rights
of the whole working class, in this case
the diabolical piece of legislation known
as Section 98 of the Criminal Code of
Canada (which contains clauses making
it criminal for a human being to make
use of his faclhlties) and under which the
Communists were the first vietims.
The Turn In Policy

As with the human organism, so with
the political organism, to function heal-
thily requires the shedding of the accre-
tion of dead tissues, and re-invigoration
with new body-building material. A
united front meant breaking through the
crust of Stalinism and adopting the
methods of Leninism. The turn in pol-
icy came with the changing of the name
of the Conference, to the Conference for
the Repeal of Section 98, and the send-
ing of resolutions throughout the coun-
try to various bodies asking their endose-
ment for repeal of this Act and release
of the eight Communists. 876 units and
locals, of the A. F. of L., and other un-
ions, and miscellaneous organizations,
with a membership of 171,315 have ad-

(Continued on page 3)

only dispensed with the veil of the party
but even with that of the apparatus. Tt
has stripped itself bare. It is hard to
decide upon so dangerous 4 measure ex-
cept in the case where nothing else re-
mains to be done.

The approaching erisis of the appar-
atus cannot help giving an impetus to
the reawakening of the party. Therein
lies the danger for the Stalin eclique.
This clique manifests the greatest sus-
picion with regard to everything that
aims at a reawakening, a revival, a re-
generation of the party. The reawaken-

| ed proletarian nucleus of the parfy can:

not at present find any other direction
than that leading to the Left Opposi-
tion. Numerous symptoms are already
becoming manifest. Pravda was obliged
to publish several symptomatie facts in
the pre-Conference period.

The essence of the matter is that the
authority of the Left Opposition grows
parallel with the decline of the author-
ity of the Stalinist elique. Despite the
fact that Stalinism holds the masses in
check, they do not mevertheless stop
thinking. The fundamental facts in the
gtruggle of the Left Opposition against
the Stalinist bureaucracy remain fresh
in everyone’s memory. The apparatus
at least knows and recalls the documents
and the facts. It is precisely because it
is well informed that the apparatus is
disintegrating. It sees that Stalin has
taken an organically incorrect path in
all the major questions. Stalin's policy
in the German question could only de-
liver the fatal blow to whatever was
left of his authority. Stalin supported
the participation of the Communists in
the Fascist Referendum and was the
author of the capitulationist formula
“first the Fascists—then we”.

In his pamphlet What Next? (Vital
Questions for the German Working
Class) comrade Trotsky wrote several
weeks ago: “At the last conference of
the Party, that is, at the conference of
the Stalinist apparatus “Trotskyism”,
three or four times before that crushed
and buried, was declared the ‘vanguard
of the bourgeois counter-revolution’. This
hardly intelligent- and politically alto-
gether terrifying decision lifts the cur-
tain on several plans of an entirely prac-
tical order adopted by Stalin in the field
of personal despotism. It is not for
nothing that Lenin issued a warhing

4 N
OPEN FORUM

AMERICA’S ATTEMPTS T0O GET
OUT OF THE CRISIS
Lecture by
AL GLOTZER
of the Communist League of America

(Opposition)
The capitalist solution:
speed-up, mass lay-offs, war.
The Communist solution: the abolition
of capitalism, the erection of a classless
society ; as steps leading to this: the six
hour day—five day week with no reduc-
tion in pay, unemployment insurance;
long term large scale credits to the Sov-
iet Union.

wage cuts,

on

FRIDAY, APRIL 1, 1932
at the

Labor Temple

14th Street and Second Avenue

at 8 P. M.
QUESTIONS and DISCUSSION

ADMISSION: 25 Cents

Unemployed Workers Admitted Free
Auspices: New York Branch Communist

League of America (Opposition)

WHAT NEXT? -- by Leon Trotsky

The following is the introduction to comrade
Trotsky’s new work on Germany. The First
chaptem will appear in THE MILITANT next week.

—Ed.

Capitalism in Russia proved to be the weakest link
in the chain of imperialism, because of its extreme
backwardness. In the present crisis, German capital-
ism reveals itself as the weakest link for the diame-
trically opposite reason: precisely because it is the
most advanced capitalist system, conditioned in its
development by the insolvable European dilemma. As
the productive forces of Germany become geared more
and more highly, the more dynamic power they ga-
ther, the more they are strangled within the state sys-
tem of Europe—a system that is akin to the “system”
of cages within an impoverished provincial zoo. At
every turn in the conjuncture of events German capi-
talism is thrown up against those problems which it

the customs

system has for its

with Germany.

temporary

had attempted to solve by means
through the Hohenzollern government, the
bourgeoisie girded itself to “organize Europe”.
ing through the régime of Bruening-Curtius it attempt-
ed . .. to form a customs union with Austria.
to such a pathetic level that its problems, potential-
ities and perspectives have been reduced!

of war. Acting

German
Act-
It is

But even

. union was not to be attained. As the
witch’s house in fairy tales, so the entire European

foundation a pair of hen’s legs. The

great and salutary hegemony of France is in danger
of toppling over, should a few million Austrians umnite

For Europe, in general, and primarily for Germany
no advance is:possible along the capitalist road. The
resolution
achieved by the automatic interplay of the forces of
capitalism itself—on the bones of the workers—would

(Continued on page 4) '

of the present crisis to be

The stormy and more or less spontane-
ous opposition of the representatives in
congress of the petty bourgeoisie to $he
new revenue bill has found a loud echo
in the country at large. The House line-
up on the revenue bill reveals a pretty
thorough-going disruption of the old
party lines. Democrats and Republicans
of the middle class type joined hands in
fighting against a big bourgeoisie coali-
tion of these same parties, whose chief
objective at the present is to put over
a tax measure—a direct sales tax rang-
ing from 2.25 to 5 percent—to balance
the budget at the expense of the lower
and middle classes. The official mach-
ines of both traditional bourgeois parties
united in a defense of the money bags
and revealed the absolute uselessress of
maintaining their separation. Both
showed that they represent one and the
same class big bourgeoisie. The
dispute on the sales tax crystallized a
not unexpected and fairly deep rift in
the political make-up of present day cap-
italist America.

The increasing difficulties of balancing
the government budget, due to the rapid
decline of foreign and domestic trade
brought about by the prolonged world
crisis, was bound to pose the problem
sharply: at whose expense? ‘The official
party machines, after shedding a tear
over the “financial principles” they had
to drop, very quickly came to an agree-
ment not to disturb big business with
this problem, since, they argued, that
would only eripple its investment power
and thereby prolong the crisis. They
thereupon came forward with an innova-
tion in American methods of taxation:
the sales tax. The whole burden of mak-
ing up for the budget deficit was in
this manner to be shifted to the smaller
business men, and indirectly to ihe ‘con-
sumer as such. It could not help rous-
ing the already impoverished petty bour-
geois to action.

In congress itself, the perturbance of
the small business men opened up great
possibilities for the demagogy of such
notorious tribunes of the people as re-
presentative La Guardia, who rallied an
opposition of Democrats and Republicans
against the machine coalition in a sortie
on the revenue bill. The La Guardia
opposition has already achieved several
parliamentary successes. It has managed
to muster a majority for two measures
to counter the sales tax proposal, pass-
ing on a surtax for incomes of over
$500,000 ranging up to 65 per cent on
Friday, March 18 and on an increase in
the estate tax up .o a miximum of 45
per cent, applicable to net estates of
more than $10,000,000 on Tuesday last.
In addition, the opposition has defeated
a measure relieving corporations paying
taxes to foreign governments of regular
taxation. La Guardia is talking radi-
cal, speaking of “conscripting wealth”,
ete. The parliamentary movement has
in addition, received wide-spread sup-
port from a great number of petty bour-
geois organizations, which, according to
one paper, inclide some 50,000,0000 peo-
ple.

To get a picture of the petty bourgeois
character of this movement, here are a
few of the organizations that have rallied
behind the congress opposition: The
Farm Bureau Federation, 'the National
Grange and Farmers’ Educational and
Co-operative Union, the National Con-
sumers’ Leagye, the National Association
of Retail Grocers and other retailers’
organizationg; the American Federation
of Labor, the Railroad Brotherhoods;

The «Revolt» in Congress

An Indication of Radical Changes in Bourgeois Politics

the People’s Lobby headed by Professor
John Dewey, ete. The scope of this
movement is not to be unaerestimated.
it signities the tirst large scale. attempt
to give a political form in the America
of the present epoch, to the differentia-
tion within the ranks of the bourgeoisie.
As was to be expected, the American re-
formists, the A. K. of L., find a promin-
ent place in this movement of the Left
wing .of the bourgeois class. La Guardia,
by the way, in his statements replying
to his big bourgeais opponents, such as
the Democratic House leader, leaves the
door wide open for the participation of
the labor misleaders through a flirtation
with some social reforms.

It is an old axiom for Marxist revolu-
tionaries, that the petty bourgeoisie can-
not lead an independent political life.
It can go only with the big bourgeoisie
or with the proletariat—the two chief
contenders for power under the present
system of society. 'Where La Guardia
and the other leaders of the current
movement intend to go is indicated by
the former's answer to Rainey’s—the
“Democratic” House leader’s — charge
that the actions of the House opposition
are a move in the direction of Ccmmun-
ism. La Guardia replied that it is pre-
cisely in order to serve as a bulwark
against Communism that the House op-
position is carrying on its policy. There
is no doubt that within a relatively
short time, this ‘:revolt” too will be har-
nessed to the cart of capitalism as a
whole. With the prolongation of the
erisis, the growing misery of the work-
ers and the impoverishment of tbe mid-
dle classes, it is not excluded that the
bourgeois regime will seek a new sup-
port for itself in a popular movement of
petty bourgeois reform such as this.
The events around the revenue bill will
serve to raise false hopes in the petty
oburgeoisie for a way out of its plight.
The fading away of these hopes may
well give  way to despair and political
reaction in the form of an American type
of Fascist movement. In the meantime,
the road is open for activities of a large
scope on the part of the petty” bourge-
ois demagogues. Their political trans-
formation, the crystallization of these
demagogues into distinct political types
is bound to follow in short order.

For the Communists, this differentia-
tion within the ranks of the bourgeaoisie.
represents a  perspective for rapid
growth, provided a correct policy is pur-
sued. The half-measures of the petty-
bourgeoisie and the reformists, once they
are carried out, are bound to show up
all their weakness, all their lLopeless-
ness, with especial clarity, It is in

practice that the masses learn most
quickly. By a clear and intransigeant
propagation of the working clags issue

out of the capitalist dilemma, by a cor-
rect utilization of the conflicts bound to
develop in the future within the enemy
camp, by pressing the demagogues to the
wall, by forcing them to take a definite
position, the Communists will beé able to
consolidate the more decisive sections
of the masses and in the first place, the
increasing sections of class conscious
workers” around their banner. To ham-
mer out such a policy of revolutionary
advance, to prepare the American mass-
es for revolutionary action, it is, how-
ever, necessary to clear away all the
eclectic confusionism of Stalinist theory
and to bring the Communist movement
back to the path of Marxism-Leninism.

—8. G.

As could be foreseen, the outcome of
the presidential elections in Germany
was attended by a feverish mustering of
forces on part of the Fascists. The al-
leged purpose of the Hitlerite maneuvers
is, of course, the protection of th€ peo-
ple from “red savagery”. In reality,
Hitler and his hordes are arming not
only to crush the Communist vanguard,
but to seize the power and to subjugate
the working class organizations as a
whole. .

The movements of the Nazis were
brought to light by raids made on their
Prussian local groups wupon the initia-
tive of the social democratic Minister
of the Interior in the Prussian govern-
ment, Karl Severing. Documents, out-
lining the line of action to be taken. by
the Fascist locals, were seized in these
raids. Their plan of action was con-
ceived under the form of auxiliary troops
aiding the police against Communist up-
risings. Anyone familiar with the sit-
mation knows that this “plan” is noth-

ing more than a ruse, that in actuality,
it was a matter of a general mobiliza-
tion of the Fascist forces for decisive
and independent action. Severing, who
carried out these raids, knew this very
well. He knew that he could not count
on any support for his measure from the
federal government. And he did not get
any. The bourgeoisie values its Fascist

whip too dearly to really mean to impair
it.

In this light, Severing’s move was

nothing more than an impotent gesture

The Raids on Hitler's Nazis in Prussia

intended to soothe the disturbance
within the ranks of the social democratic
following. That is about all the “iron
front” of the reformists amounts to. The
social democracy, through Severing, once
again revealed itself as the prostrate
and senile Left wing of the bourgeoisie,
capable only of leading the workers to
the slaughter.

A working class movement, united
against Fascism and prepared for strug-
gle, would not have tolerated such a
treacherous and deceptive maneuver as
Severing’'s. Within a united front move-
ment, in which the Communists are at
their posts, in which the revolutionary
party represents the driving force of the
proletariat in action, such a gesture
would not be tolerated. It would be ex-
posed on the spot before the eyes of all.
It would form a step in the consolida-
tion of revolutionary influence within
the working class, that is, in the pre-
paration of the proletariat for a decisive
contest for power with the class enemy,

This is the crime of the Stalinist lead-
ership of the German Communist Party
—that it allows the social democrats to
retain their positions within the work-
ing class at a time like the present. The
Stalinists propound the idea that the
Fascists cannot be defeated if the social
democrats are not defeated first. This
13 quite true. But it is precisely the
other Stalinist idea, which makes Fasc-
ists out of the social democrats (“soc-
ial Fascists”) and confuses the issue
for the workers, that prevents the Com-

(Continued on page 4)
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Statement of

Gerry Aﬁard

Oppositionist Answers Stalinist Slanders

It is evident that the Stalinites in
their campaign against the members of
the Left Opposition, know no limit in
their fight to perpetrate their erroneous
policies. Neither are they familiar with
the most elementary linc of ethics con-
forming with the principles of a revolu-
tionist. The recent charges against me,
alleging that I testified in the courts of
the capitalist class against active fight-
ers of the class struggle are crude fab-
rications that cannot stand the least
speck of substantiation.

Needless to say, the charges are of
the most serious kind. For a fighter in
the class war to be charged with open
conspiracy Wwith -the enemies of the
working class in attempting to frame up
militant workers and send them to pri-
son, is by far the most contemptible be-
trayal for which there can never be any
pardon. Agent provocateur Leopold of
the Canadian Royal Mountedd Iolice is
one specie of a scoundrel that will be
jotted down in the memorandum book
of the revolutionary working class. I
hurl back in the teeth of the Gebers and
Tashes that the allegations are so rotten
and lying that it must contaminate the
very tongue that irresponsibly frothed
these contemptible charges.

Differences with the Party

Seven workers, members of the Com-
munist Party, have been jailed, indicted
and released on bond pending trial, sim-
ply because they were .active in the fight
for the advancement of the interest of
the Illinois coal miners. They propagat-
ed militantly, the idea that the National
Miners Union was the only capable or-
ganization that could successfully lead
the miners in the struggle against the
operators. They appealed to the miners
to spread their wild cat strike and to
transform it into a national struggle.
For these reasons, along with the gen-
eral pro ‘am of the Party, they are to be
imprisoned for long years, unless the
masses of coal miners and the entire
American labor movement come to their
defense. The attack against these seven
Communist workers is a direct attack]
against the Illinois coal miners and the
American labor movement. In the
course of the Illinois miners’ fight, es-
pecially during the “Rank and File”
movement in Illinois, 1 differed very
geriously with their policies. I followed
the general linee of the L. O. in the St.
Louis convention where the Left OQpposi-
tion played a prominent part. The con-
vention rejected the policies of the Left
Opposition; nevertheless, we were still
a part of that movement and throughout
the whole movement we have in a min-
ority position. The pressure of the Left
wing forces made the rank and file move-
ment split from both branches of the
reactionary miners union. The Party
pursued an erroneous policy of sectarian-
ism, trailing behind the whole move-
ment. It was my firm opinion in accept-
ing a minority position in this mass
movement that events would confirm the
correctness of Communist leadership
The party refused this line. It branded
every one officially connected with the
rank and file movement as fakers. The
rank and filers were men fresh from
the picks. Even if we knew that the
rank and file leadership would eventu-
ally mislead the miners movement, due
to their short sightedness and lack of
understanding the laws of the class
struggle; it is not enough just to sit
back and say, “I told you so!” My un-
derstanding of the correct Communist
position is to remain with the masses
and shom them HOW,

In the unemployment movement start-
ing even before the state hunger march,
I was active in the work of the unem-

ployed workers. 1 was elected at a
united front conference a member of the
state committee. Bychance it developed
that sympathizers of the Left Opposition
had a majority on the committee. The
Party, failing to control the movement
they had started, began very neatly to
sabotage, Later on, in Bloomington,
Illinois, I again was elected by the un-
employved workers there on the commit-
tee. Some of the Party organizers began
to cooperate and as a result BLOOMING-
TON WAS THE ONLY TOWN IN THE
‘WHOLE HUNGER MARCH THAT RE-
SPONDED WITH A MASS RECEPTION
FOR THE HUNGER ARMY. It devel-
oped into one of the bhest down state
units of the whole Illinois unemployment
movement. This was not enough, the
Party began to start the attack against
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New York Clssses

The first three lectures of comrade
Shachtman’s series in the History of the
Communist International have proved so
successful that if the present successive
increase in attendance continues. It
will be 1 cessary to take a larger hall.
The attendance now is over fifty.

The fourth lecture, to be held on Wed-
nesday, March 30th, will deal with “The
Struggle for the Conquest of the Mass-

es”’—the Third Congress of the Comin-
tern in 1921. Workers attending this

lecture would do well to prepare for it
by reading comrade Trotsky’s Strategy
of the World Revolution advertised else-
where in The Militant.

SWABECK’S CLASS IN MARXISM

The class taught by comrade Swabeck
in Marxism continues its instructive ap-
plication of the teachings of Marx and
Engels to the fundamental problems of
the revolutionary movement of today.
The class meets regularly every Thurs-
day evening at 8 p. m. in our headquar-
ters at 84 East 10th St.

The class is still open. The remain-
ing sessions can be taken by registering
at once.

me, A secretary was imported to han-
dle the whole situation. No one ever
heard of him. He immediately began to
take charge with my whole heared co-
operation. It was not a week later he
had run away with pennies of the unem-
ployed workers of Bloomington and had
stolen a check from the boss that I was
working for. I had been in the Party
for 8 years and there had never been a
speck of irregularities along technical
lines, but yet the great “leaders” im-
port an agent that virtually ruins months
of tedious work to organize a district
that had never known Communist organi-
zation before,

These are a few of the detail matters
that have caused the Party to be sharp-
ly antagonistic towards me. These
things along with the fact that I am
an applicant for membership in the C.
L. A. (Opposition).

My recent activities in the miners’
convention at Indianapolis and Spring-
field have also come under the criticisms
of the Party. In this manner, I have
been in contact with scores of miners
and naturally correctness of policy gains
sympathy in due time. The Party there-
fore has planned a campaign to annihil-
ate me. They plan to frame up charges
whereby they can force tne League to
bring pressure down on me. Anything
to discredit Allard will be alright, as

'long as they get him out of the wdy.

These are the only reasons that I can
find for the inventions that they are con-
tinuously fabricating about my personal
conduct as well as political activities.
They have ceased to make it a political
struggle by indulging in the personal
character of their dissenters.

April the 1st a mass protest meeting
has been called by sympathizers and op-
ponents of the criminal syndjcalist laws.
I have been asked to speak and to pos-
sibly act as chairman of this meeting. I
unhesitatingly accepted the offer as in
line with every revolutionary’s duty.
This meeting will proclaim to the en-
emies of the miners that we intend to
break the terror that is taking place in
Franklin County and the right for work-
ers to assemble and hold speeches.

—GERRY ALLARD.

Pocket Book Workers
Prepare for Strike

It is nine months snice the S. P. fak-
ers in the pocketbook Workers Union
put over their treacherous agreement, in
spite of the fact that the workers voted
against it. The Right wing misleaders
gave away all union conditions — more
than the employers demanded, and with-
ou fight. As a result, the union remains
today in the most deplorable condition
three months before the agreement ex-
pires.

After this rotten agreement was sign-
ed, a rank and file movement sprang up
under the leadership of the T. U. U. L.,
as the workers revolted and ousted the
administration before their term expired.
New elections took place which left the
administration badly divided. The rebel
Left wingers won 14 delegates to the
Joint Board. the Right wing elected 16.
The rank and file committee elected two
of the three business agents, but the

surer, two organizers, and one business
agent, which gave them a small majority

over the rebels. Members were wondering
how this divided administration would
work. They know that more than halt
of the administration in control now
are the old guard of the Wolinsky, Ship-
lakoff gang which were forced out of
office a few years ago. They are cor-
upted and discredited by the member-
ship. How can these two groups work

together? Ispecially when the union
faces such serious problems as making

the employers live up to the agreement
of last June; restoring order and dis-
cipline in the union shops; solving the
problem of the shops moving out of
town; the growth of scab shops; and
above all: preparing and mobilizing the
workers for a struggle when the agree-
ment expires; and the winning back of
the lost conditions which the last admin-

istration gave to the employers, with-
out a fight.
At the same time the unemployment

situation increases daily in great num-
bers .as a result of which we have today

out of 4,500 members, 2,500 unemployed

«The Miltant» Needs YOUR Help Now!

With this issue of The Militant the
subscription drive will be one third
over. It is a logical time to review what
has already been accomplished and say
what remains to b& done.

The standing of new and renewed sub-
scriptions, and new bundle orde 1is as
follows: New York—12; Minneapolis—2;
hicago—1; St. Louis—1; Miscallaneous—
11; New bundle orders!—Chicago—2,
Newark—1.

This is a small last

increase over

week’s report.

Thus far the drive can be characterized
by the contradiction between the tech-
nique of the drive which has been theo-
retically worked out and its results. We
are aware of the low level of the labor
movement generally, of the Communist
movement, too, and the enormous impov-
erishment of workers, but we are equally
aware of the inducements offered sub-
scribers and the absolute necessity for
increasing the cireulation of The Mili-
tant.

We must put The Militant on a sound-
er financial basis. First of all we must
increase its ecirculation and thereby its
political nifluence. We must get new
subscriptions. 'We must stress and
stress again that comrade Trotsky’'s writ-
ings appear in it; that with each new
subscription .or renewal, the subscriber,
especially the new subscriber, may add
to his library one of the earlier works
of comrade Trotsky, viz.: with each $2.00
subscription or renewal, for one year of
fifty-two issues, a free paper bound copy
of The Permanent Revoluion, or a free
one year subscription to Young Spar-
tacus; with each $1.00 subscription or
renewal for a half year of twenty-six is-
sues, a free copy of the Strategy of the
World Revolution; with each 50c trial
subscription of thirteen issues a free
copy of any of our 10c pamphlets. These
premiums apply, only during the period
of the drive which ends on June 1st.

During the period of the drive only we
also offer a special subscription rate of
25¢ for eight issues. (‘There are no lit-
erature premiums with these - subserip-
tions.  This offer should be a very great
inducement to subscription getters. Sure-
ly almost any class-Conscious worker who
is not totally unemployed can afford 25c¢
for a two months’ subscription. This of-
fer should result immediately in a large
increase in subscriptions.

In addition to getting new subsecrip-
tions we must renew expired and expir-
ing subscriptions or each new subscrip-
tion will be balanced by an expiring one
in which case we will have a financial
credit and political debit.

It is also absolutely necessary for us
to increase the news stand and book
store sale. Stands which will carry The
Militant must be shown their advantage;
the paper appears .regularly; their profit
is 2¢ per copy; for unsold dcopies they
receive full credit by simply clipping
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MINNEAPOLIS WORKERS
OPEN FORUM
Every Sunday at 3 P. M.

1530 East Franklin (at Bloomington)
SUBJECT FOR April 3rd
“RESULTS OF THE MINNESOTA
FARMER LABOR CONVENTION”
Lecture:. by V. R. Dunne
Admission Free Everybody Welcome
QUESTIONS and DISCUSSION

Auspices: Communist League of America
(Opposition) Minneapolis Branch

the date line of each unsold copy and

mailing it in.

We must also organize free mass dis-
tribution wherever workers gather or
can be reached, of “sample copies” of
back numbers furnished free by the na-
tional office. Each copy 'is stamped sam-
ple copy. This indicates to the reader
that subsequent copies are to be paid
for. Thesee free mass distribuions must
be followed up by sales of current is-
sues. Any comrade may order a number
of such sample copies for distribution.
Each order should specify the number
and the orders should be limited to what
can actually be distributed. The order
should also specify for what group or
meeting the distribution is intended so
we can ship appropriate issues and ship
them in time.

Finally we must build in every city
where we have strength or influence a
staff of Militant builders. They must
work on the idea that one of their spe-
cial tasks is to eontinually bring in sub-
scription, renewals and Dbundle orders;
not as an occasional duty but as a steady
consistent task. The staff and record
thus far is as follows: L. Basky—1; R.
Sacharow—I1.

We believe that if all of the points in
these notes are taken into account and
acted upon with the necessary energy
and speed we can successfully build the
circulation of The Militant to a much
higher figure than it enjoys now.

The first score in the drive between
the rival teams of the Minneapolis branch
for Militant subscriptions and renewals
was made by comrade Curran who non-
chalantly strolled right into the rival
camp and got a sub from one of its mem-
bers, Dunne by name. MThe latter clan
swears vengeance and from all indica-
tions will yet make a showing in the
contest. The Curran clan has the advan-
tage of some heavy hitters in the shape
of Hedlund. Coover and others. This
does not in any way imply that the
Dunne team has no persistent pluggers.
It merely says the proof is in the pud-
ding, which, we know, is in the eating.

An interesting feature of the entire
contest is the wager made between the
teams. °‘The losing team agrees to make
a banquet for the benefit of The Militant
at which the winning team will be the
guests of honor. Every member is on
his ping for action.

The weekly standing of the teams will
be registered in the organizational col-
umns of The Militant. So watch the
Militant for results!

«Soviet's Challenge» at the
Acme Theatre

The Acme Theatre, 14th Street and
Union Square, is now presenting the
Soviet film, *“Soviet Challenge”, an ex-
traordinary and exclusive showing of a
picture not seen here before, The pic-
ture is based on “The 5th Year” and
was produced in the U. 8. 8. R. by Pro-
letkino. The film shows the progress
and achievements in the Soviet Union.

On the same program the Acme Thea-
tre will present an added feature, “Songs
of The Cossacks” This is the first
time this singing picture of the Cossacks
has been shown here.

A special feature of  “Soviet’s
lenge” shows Trotsky at work,

Chal-

Rights elected a manager, secretary-trea-|

workers. The rest are working only
part time. The employers took and are
taking advantage of this situation. They
do not live up even to the rotten agree-
ment they signed. They reduce wages
constantly. They have introduced the
speed-up system. Workers are abused
and insulted by their bosses and fore-
men, when they do work a day or two
a week. Inside manufacturers give their
work to contractors in non-union shops
and let their workers starve, which is
against the agreement they signed. This
is the condition under which the pocket-
book wdrkers slave today,

How 1is it possible that the employers
could get away and not live up to the
agreement at a time when there is an
“impartial” machinery in the indudsry?

First, there is the reorganization clause
we have had since the last agreement,
which was forced on the workers by the
betrayers. 'This clause is a club in the
hands of the employers, over the heads
of the workers. Under this reorgani-
zation clause the employers have a
right to discharge ten per cent of the
workers during the year, which means
five per cent every six months. The cm-
ployers used this clause as a whip over
the workers. It was possible for the
employers to speed up the workers, be-
cause each worker feared that he would
be the one to be discharged when reor-
ganization came around, after the season
was over. The employers used another
scheme. A’ few days before reorganiza-
tion took place, they called the workers
into their office and tolkd them if they
would take a reduction in wages, they
would not be sent away. The workers
knowing that there are over 2,500 work-
ers unemployed and that they can’t get

another job, accepted reductions in
wages which amounted to 10, 20 and 30
percent. -

Second: the present administration

which is known to the workers as the
“Fraternal Clhub” gang, gave the employ-
ers a free hand and collaborated with
them to bring down wages and under-
mine the conditions of the workers.
After the employers reduced the wages
of the workers, they called the union to
a conference and demanded another re-
duction in wages of 15 pergent. The ad-
ministration was willing to give a 10
percent reduction of wages providing
the employers renewed the agreement ex-
piring in June for another year. When
the manager reported this offer to a
general membership meeting, the work-
ers rejected it. It was decided not to
renew the agreement so long as there
is the reorganization clause in it, but
that the union should prepare and
mobilize the workers for a struggle, when

the agreement expires. A few weeks
later the administration called another
membership meeting. At this meeting

the “Fraternal Club’ administration ter-
rorized the membership and maneuvered
to reconsider the decision of the pre-
vious meeting. After a lengthy and heated
discussion, the “Fraternal Club” gang
forced a reconsideration of the decision
of the previous meeting. They were
victorious once more. All they need is
more such vietories and the members
will do with them what hey have done
with the last administration. When the
administration won their vietory this
gave them the power to negotiate a new
agreement on the basis of a 10 percent
cut in wages including the clause of re-
organization which the membership so
bitterly opposed at the first meeting.
Then our misleaders at the next con-
ference with the Industrial council pro-
posed to the employers a 10 per cent re-

duction in wages provided the manu-
facturers, in turn, prolong the agree
ment for another year. The bosses
politely rejected the offer. They know

they can get from the “Fraternal Club”
administration 30 per cent in June. This
shows how the employers used our prac-
tical leaders in an effort to help them
destroy the union.

Now when the Right wing leadership
have exposed themselves as working
hand in hand with the bosses, the rank
and file Committee have a great op-
portunity to win over the majority of the
workers providing they pursue a correct
and clear policy. The numerous blun-
ders of the party and the T. U. U. L.
must be avoided by the rank and file
committee in the Pocketbook Workers
Union.

In June our agreement expires. The
bosses, as it looks, have decided to de-
stroy our organization which took so
many years of bitter struggle to build.
At this moment the rank and file com-
mittee have a great task to perform,
There are only ten weeks left till June.
The rank and file committee must earry
on agitation and education and prepare
the workers for a militant struggle and
for the following demands;

(1) A 40 hour, five day week which
is necessary in order to relieve the un-
employment situation and bring jobs to
an additional few hundred workers.

(2) Unemployment Insurance must
be revised and should be paid by the
manfacturers only. At present the work-
ers pay from their meagre earnings their
part of the fund. The only one who
benefits by the unemployment fund is
the faker, Dr. Hendin, who was re-
warded by the misleaders for last year’s
“good” settlement, He is still getting
his $75 a week while the unemployed
workers are starving,

(3) The rank and file committee will
have to see to it that militant picketing
should take place in order to stop all
the scab ships during the first few days
of the strike.

(4) This strike will have to be con-
ductéd in a militant fashion not only
against the employers but also against
the misleaders who are agents of the
bosses.

—N. DAVIS,

Farmer-Laborites in Minn.

MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.

A new page in Farmer-Labor history
has been written. Aunderson, the Farmer-
Labor mayor of Minneapolis has come
out with a new proposal on unémploy-
ment. Coming so soon after the forcible
breaking up of the February 4th Unem-
ployment Mass meeting on Bridge Sq.,
in which ~ix workers were arrested and
convicted of “disorderly conduct”. the
solution offered by the mayor should not
be surprising to the workers of this city.
In a press statement to the Minneapolls
Journal of March 7th, Mayor Anderson
proposes to alleviate the depression and
cut down the expenses of local admin-
istration by conscripting workers now
receiving charity to do city work such as
clearing snow, road repair, etc., for noth-
ing, that is, in  return for groceries,
This, he claims. would in some measure
repay the city for the charity they now
dispense.

In examining this proposal, we see that
this is nothing more than an attack on
the present public works wage scale, and
is a measure which the Chamber of
Commerce and the organized bosses
eapolis should draw some political con-
clusions from this step taken by the
Farmer-Laborite, and examine more
closely its connection with the general
program of the open-shoppers of this
city. The radical pre-election speeches,
the lengthy promises to alleviate the lot
of the workers, have lost some of their
appeal in the light of the actual deeds
of the I, L. P. administration. The
workers of Minneapolis are looking more
and more cynically upon a state and city
machinery which has consistently acted
in collusion with the Chamber of Com-
merce, Its role as a
for vicious attacks ef the bosses has
become clear to all thinking workers.

This sitnation is exceptionally favor-

able for the Communists. Workers are
now beginning to understand the cor-
rectness of Communist candidates op-

posing the reformists, and no louger re-
proach us for ‘“splitting the labor vote”.
The workers of Minnesota have no in-
terest in the capitalist parties including
the JFarmer-Labor Party. The coming
elections will show more clearly than
ever the growing strength and appeal of

Communis‘x;] for the mass of workers in
this state. .
—SARA AVRIN.

Left Opposition Activitie
in the Middle West

The three days of comrade Glotzer's
stay in Minneapolis were crammed full

tion. The central propaganda meeting
was the debate with A. C. Townley of
Nonpartisan League fame., Heralded as
a fire-eating champion of economic¢ and
political reforms, the audience of 150
who gathered at the Labor Lyceum were
surprised and amused to hear this ex-
ponent of rural radicalism relate a_ser-
ies of stories and anecdotes: entertain-
ing in themselves, but having little to do

with the subject at hand: “The Cause
and Cure of the Present {conomic
Crisis.” It is needless to say that

Townrey’'s series of parables on capital-
ism ard numerous thrusts at the Hoover
administration could not stand up against
comrade Glotzer’'s clear-cut Marxian an-
alysis of capitalist- erises and the pre-
scription of the proletarian revolution as
the solution. Following the meeting a
quantity of literature was sold.

A crowd of about the same size heard
comrade Glotzer in the afternoon at the
Jommunist League headquarters on
“Where is Europe Going?” Here a more
serious tone prevailed since the speaker
dealt with the burning political world
problems of the day. Both these meet-
ings were marked by intelligent questions
and cnthusiastic dixcussion. Party mem-
bers were present, and registered their
disappointment in finding no counter-
revolutionary content to the meetings by
a ‘“dignified” silence. Walter Frank,
however, did come forward with his own
pecaliar brand of the theory of social-
ism in one country that classes could be
abolished in Russia alone which forced
the speaker to publicly set him right. A
number of “Germany” pamphlets were
sold at this meeting.

A third public meeting was held with
about 160 University of Minnesota stu-
dents at Burton Hall who atlentively
received comrade Trotsky’s views on the
present world situaion. In this case,
however, the University authorities dis-
criminated against the sale of Left Op-
position literature. A campus Jdetective
shoved his way through the crowd of
students lined up to buy, and bruskly
ordered the literature off the grounds.
We protested the reactionary organiza-
tions are allowed to sell pamphlets, that
even the Party sold literature in  the
same hall when Norman Tallentire and
Sender Garlin spoke to the University
students. To mno avail. His instructions
were specifiecc. No Trotskyist pamphlets
will be sold. With typical stupidity, a
Party nitwit, too timid to take the floor
in the meeting, nevertheless loudly pro-
claimed outside to some students how
the counter-revolutionary Trotskyites
were in league with the University au-
thorities. Several turned away in dis-
gust.

A group of 12 young workers and stu-
dents assembled op Saturday afternoon.
and after listening to comrade Glotzer’s
message on the tasks of American Com-
munist youth, decided to launch a Spar-
tacus Youth Club in Minneapolis. A
committee on preamble and by-laws was
elected and a date set for the first meet-

ing of the club; Saturday, March 19th

democratic cloak:

of events fruitful for the ILeft Opposi-|

= LETTERS FROM THE MILITANTS :-:

2:30 P. M. at the Labor Lyceum, Gth Ave.
North and Irving. Indications point to-
wards the development of an active rev-
olutionary youth force in Minneapolis.

An account of comrade Glotzer's stay
would not be complete without mention
of the banquet in his honor held for the
benefit of our publishing activities. Af-
ter a modest lunch, there ensued some
lively entertainment, featuring the much
heralded Militant Quartet as well as
one of the “Heavenly Discourse” skits
entitled "“Denver Prays For Rain”. Here
the laurels must be handed to the Dunne
hoys, Grant and Miles, as well as to Bill
Curran for their dramatic and musical
contributions. Glotzer spoke on  his
visit with Trotsky and the work of the
League and brought a rousing collection
for Left Opposition publications.

A special organization of the Minn-
eapolis branch was held with comrade
Glotzer Monday night where he reported
on the work of the European and Chi-
nese sections of the Left Opposition and
the International Secretariat. The prac-
tical tasks of the Minneapolis League
in the coming period were laid out and
discussed.

The net financial result of these meet-
ings was a bit over fifty dollars. The
political results are positive; organiza-
tional, excellent, Minneapolis is looking
forward to the next national tour.

Opposition Greeks
Answer «Empros»

The “Empros”, the Greek organ of the
Stalinists in America is carrying on a
one sided struggle against the National
Herald but overlooking thé necessary
exposure of the Atlantis.

In our Manifestos last November we
attacked this one sidedness and we
warned the Greek workers of this faulty
and dangerous proceedure of the Greek
Stalinists, which they are still pursuing
in spite of the protests by many party
members and sympathizers.

In the current issue of Communistis
we took up the slanders of the standard-
ized type which was the ouly reply the
Stalinists could give to our criticism of
their failing. We told the Greek work-
ers that the real supporters of the Em-
pres are net the Stalinists who direct its
policies at present but all the workers
and especially the Left Oppositionists
who fought within the ranks of the party
before they were expelled. We still
fight for its correct orientation on the
questions of the class struggle and re-
mind the Stalinists that they are not
the private owners of the Empros. We
demanded again that they must attack
the Atlanti§ the royalist and pseudo-
labor paper, in a more bitter way because
this sheet exploits the radicalization of
the Greek workers. It is doing its ut-
most to prevent them from joining the
fighting ranks of the Communists. The
Stalinists refused to attack the Atlantis
believing mnaively that they can utilize
this paper in their struggle against the
National Herald. But they were sadly
disappointed and surprised when this
royalist sheet refused to write a single
line in defense of comrade Chrisatides,
the business manager of the Empros,
when he was arrested.

The Atlantis is a class conscious bour-
geois newspaper and in case of choice
naturally will support the National
Herald. This the Stalinists could not
understand, unfortunately, not for them-
selves alone, but for the working class,
whicl expects leadership from the col-
umns of the Empros. The titles of the
exposures against the National Herald
were written in the typical liberal-Am-
erican fashion which misleads and con-
fuses. It strengthens the conceptions of
bourgeois justice, and at the same time
strengthens the patriotic traditions of
the ideal Greek State. How otherwise
can be characterized the titles: Tatanis
before the Hellenic Justice.

Upon the arrest of comrade -Chrissa-
fides the Stalinists issued a manifesto
appealing to the Greeks of America as
if the Greeks in America were all mem-
bers of the working class they forget that
whenever the Greek workers, whether
food workers furriers or of any other
trade, attempted to rveduce their 12-14
hours workday or 7 day week, the Greek
bosses did not hesitate to use gangsters
or any ohter conceivable medium of
strike breaking agaiust these very Hell-
enes.

A Communist paper should always ex-
pose every lackey of the capitalist class
the National Herald and any other or-
ganization or individual of the cahital-
ist class is firmly uhite2 with the entire
structure of their system.

Whole precious columns of a Commun-
ist paper -are devoted to prove that ac-
cording to the rules of the Greek ortho-
dox Church the editor of the National
Herald should not be allowed to main-
tain his priesthood and to prove that
other priests wviolated this. All these
may sound incredible but still they are
facts in spite of their paradox. We fear
it will continue until the Greek party
members as well as the entire party
membership demand vigorously in a real
Bolshevik manner to get an account
from these bureaucrats.

The Greek Bureau of the Communist
League of America (Opposition) will not
allow itself to become the football of
the National Herald or of any such bour-
geols agency as the Stalinists became
the instruments of Atlanti}. They will
c'()ntlnue to follow the Marxist-Leninist
ll'ne and will not compromise with any
kind of capitalist lackey.

In the Communistis we have urged
every worker to support the Empros
which 'is in peril from the attacks of
the capitalists.
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Statement on the Recent Decree Depriving
Comrade Trotsky of Soviet Citizenship

(Continued from page 1)

against the nomination of Stalin to the
post of Ceneral Secretary: ‘this cook
will serve us a peppery disl’ . . . This

cook has not yet exhausted the culin-
ary science completely.

“This prediction of Lenin’s
verified anew., The decree of expatria-
tion was another—and not the last—
poisoned dish from the Stalinist kitchen”

The decree is the product of wrath and
weakness. The choice of names in the
list of those expatriated is dictated by
the necessity of a 1)01itici)l amalgam.
The Thermidorians have always com-
bined the named of their révolutionary
adversaries with those of the representa-
tives of the counter-revolutionaries, in
their reprisals. The names of Don,
Abramoviteh, Potressov and the others
are obviously dragged in by the hair.
It is a matter of creating a combine that
would be compromising to the name of
Trotsky. The necessity of an amalgam
is dictated by the very nature of Cen-
trismm which cannot help having enemies
from the right and the left and which
sets itself the task of throwing all into
the same pot in order to mask its Cen-
trist character. At the same time the
Stalinists continuee to fill up the places
of deportation. The colonies of Bolshe-
vik exiles in Siberia and Central Asia
are constantly growing. Those confined
in the solitaries, after serving their time,
have been condemned to supplementary
confinement. Stalin does not want them
to leave the solitaries alive. Only a few
weeks ago the old Bolshevik Tsulukidze,
a member of the Party since 1905, was
finished off by a series of ignominous
Thermidorian acts. This sick old Bol-
shevik, instead of being transferred to a
place in which more favorable conditions
for her state of health exist, as she was
promised, was deported to Aklominsk,
“the worst spot in Central Asia. In re-
ply to ‘her protests, she was Dbeaten.
Our unflinching comrade could not re-
sist his maltreatment more than a few

Have You Read

These Works?
by LEON TROTSKY

A Criticism of Fundamentals*
DRAFT PROGRAM OF THE
COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL
Part 1 and 3 140 pages,
paper cover 30¢
cloth bound $1.00
STRATEGY OF THE WORLD
REVOLUTION*
Part 2 of the Draft I'rogram

is being
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158 pages paper cover 50¢
cloth cover $1.00
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To members of the Communist
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Enclose 10¢ postage per copy with
order.
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months and succumbed. Stalin killed
her as he killed Zinzadze, Blumkin, and
many other revolutionary Bolsheviks.
Rakovsky is tied down to Barnoul, in
which the harsh climate is practically
destroying the health of the old fighter.
He is gravely ill. The terror against
Rakovsky, besides having general poli-
tical causes. also has a personal motive.
Stalin nurtures an old hatred against
Bakovsky which is based on the fact that
to the same degree to which Stalin is
the incarnation of bureaucratic brutality
and disloyalty, Rakovsky is the image of
genuine revolutionary magnanimity.

The decree of expatriation against
Trotsky and his family has an addition-
al purpose and is linked with the ter-
rorist designs of the White Guards
against Trotsky. The Soviet government
which iésued the news of a planned ass-
assination by Turkul in the Rote Fahne,
attuches an extremely great importance
to the information furnished by the G.
P. U., which is evidenced by the fact
that it addresses itself officially to the
Secretariat of the League of Nations, ad-
vising it. of the danger threatening Lit-
vinoff on the part of the same White
Guard terrorists. Although he has at
his disposal data of such an importance
and such concrete facts, Stalin has never-
theless not brought them to the attention
of comrade Trotsky, nor to this friends
up to the present; peither with regard
to the character of the terrorist organi-
zation, its composition, its connections,
nor its methods, etc. Only by being
aware of all these circumstances can the
militants of the Left Opposition, in the
extremely unfavorable conditions of their
exile, tuke the mnecessary preventative
measures. Comrade Trotsky’s compan-
jons-in-arms have more than once ad-
dressed these demands to the represen-
tatives of Stalin abroad. No information,
no aid has been given to them. In other

words, the Stalinist clique is concealing
before Trotsky and his friends all the
concrete data which it possesses con-
cerning the planned assassination of
Trotsky.

In jurdical language, this manner of
action is called—in case there.is no dir-
ect complicity — conecealing evidence.
Stalin understands that very well. His
personal responsibility is only too clear.
Seeking for some way out, he came upon
the idea of expatriating comrade Trot-
sky. Stalin believes that if he with-
draws comrade Trotsky's Soviet puss-
port, he will thereby diminish his own
responsibility in the case of a successful
attempt on the part of the white terrdr-
ists. In that case, it will not be a mat-
ter of a Soviet citizen! This miserable
refuge will not be of any avail, just as
all the other measures of a similar na-
ture.

This decree, born of wrath and im
potence, may cause comrade Trotsky
‘and his family personal difficulties. Bu
it will not change the fact, that today
just ag on October 25, 1917, Trotsky re-
mains, together wjth Lenin, the founder

.the October revolution; that he was the
organizer of the victory of the Red Army
and that he is today the outstanding
fighter for the proletarian revolution;
while Stalin is only the candidate for the
post of grave digger of the proletarian
dictatorship.

Nor will this prevent what is inevit-
able, the downfall of the dictatorship of
the degenerated Stalinist clique. This
downfall is inevitable. It will not be the
preparation for the downfall of the pro-

hopes, but on the contrary, for the de-
generation and the bloom of proletarian
demoeracy. It signifies the regeneration
of the Comintern. It has become the
indispensable premise for the success of
socialist construction in the U. 8. S. R.
and for the development of the interna-
tional revolution.

INTERNATIONAL SECRETARIAT
OF THE LEFT OPPOSITION

Reaction

(Continued from page 1)

opted this resolution ; since then the Un-
ited Farmers of Alberta and the United
TFarmers of Saskatchewan at their last
vonventions, and the provincial conven-
tion of the Alberta Trades and Labor
Councils have also taken this resolution
up. In spite of the sabotage by the labor
bureaucrats. the mass pressure from the
rank and file forced them to take definite
action. A notice was also gent out call-
ing an Bastern Canada Emergency Con-
ference in Hamilton, Ontario, for ¥eb-
ruary 6th and 7th, to plan further a
program of work. The call specifically
stated that the invitation was issued to
every body and person in sympathy with
the views of the Conference, regardless
of political belief or affiliation.

Comrade J. Silver was sent to the
Hamilton Conference as the representa-
tive of the local Toronto Conference,
comrade Panitch represented an auxil-
iary organization, and comrade Green
went as the direct official delegate of
the Toronto branch of the Left Opposi-
tion: all our comrades were seated.

In spite of the short time and lack of
preparation in calling the Conference, it
opened with 283 delegates representing
166 organizations, and 117 individuals.
The Liberals, as usual, were prominent
by their absence. Of the 19 trade unions
represented, over half were A. F. of L.
locals. The other delegates were from
various auxiliary organizations, unem-
ployed associations, language and cul-
tural bodies, I. L. P, etc Comrade
silver was elected on the resolutions
committee and took an active part in the
deliberations on that body; comrade
Panitch was appointed to the Advisory
Cominittee. The eight arrested leaders,
then still out on bail awaiting the result
of their appeal, were enthusiastically
greeted and appointed as honorary Presi-
dium members.

A. B. Smith presented the political
report, giving an outline of the crisis,
the reasons for the severe reaction in
Canada, and cited the figures of the
Class Terror in Canada in 1931, when
720 workers were arrested with 155 con-
,victions: 78 workers were beaten and
wounded, 3 miners brutally Kkilled in
Estevan. and 96 demonstrations and
meetings smashed. The war danger was
given emphasis, and a set of organiza-
tional proposals were adopted whith
called for the further broadening of the
united front. Tim Buck and Tom Ewen,
two of the arrested leaders, in their dis-
cussions. emphasized again and again
that the Conference was not a Commun-
ist organization, but a movement embrac-
ing any labor body ‘and liberal elements
who agreed with its aims of fighting for
free speech and assemblage, and the re-
peal of Section 98. Buck also stated
that the pressure of the miasses may
even force the A. F. of L. to take ac-
tion, and render them also liable to
Section 98.

Perspectives

Due to the bankruptcy of the Stalin-
ist policies, loss of membership, prestige,
etc., the Party was forced to adopt the
Leninist principle of the United Front.
This is a vindication of the program of
the Left Opposition. The course taken
in this conference is an involuntary ad-

The Working Class United Front Against

in Canada

mission that their previous strategy was
one of isolation, and that to influence
the masses. it is necessary to go into
their organizations.

The Conference was but a beginning in
this development. To embrace a larger
number of workers within the movement
is now the main task. Without clarity
in principle and theory, there can be no
stable movement, and the adoption of
the principle of the united front has
shown what can be accomplished.

Our comrad s in the various organiza-
tions must see that this movement is
not allowed to drift away, but to bring
it into further contact with the masses.

—S. GREEN.

Hail the Fourte

On the occasion of ehe fourteenth
anniversary of the founding of the
Red Army, we reprint below an ac-
count of the event by Victor Serge
and several of the first Soviet docu-
ments bearing on the subject. Vietor
Serge is the translator of the French
edition of the complete works of
Lenin, He is a Franco-Russian Com-
munist of long standing and a mem-
per of the Left Opposition. The
chapter printed below forms part of
his work Year I of the Russian Rev-
olution (in French) and is of espe-
cial interest at present in view of
the Stalinist distortions of revolution-
ary history in general and that of
the Red Army in particular. The
Red Army, in the organization of
which comrade Trotsky took the
leading part, was created as the
army of the International revolution.
Today, on the fourteenth anniversary
of its foundation, with the sharpen-
ing of the class conflicts and the im-

minence of social struggles of an
international scope, it is especially
well to remember this. Long live

the Red Army, the army of the world
proletariat!

*

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE BIRTH
OF THE RED ARMY

Finland, the Baltic countries, the Uk-

raine are occupied by the Austrians and
the Germans. The Turks are entering
Caucasia, at that time “independent”,
The British are occupying the Baku. The
Rumanians are seizing Bessarabia. The
Japanese are landing at Vladivostok
(April 6). The revolution is surrounded
in a circle of iron and fire. It needs an
army. This army must be created from
the void.
On January 2 (15), while negotiations
are going on at Brest-Litovsk, a decree
is issued on the establishment of a Red
Army of volunteers.

The Red general staff—whatever has
remained of the former general staff—
calls upon the local Soviets to show
their initiative by constituting new corps,
the battalion of 150 men to be adopted
as the unit. This appeal did not go un-
answered. The real Red Army was to
be created later, under the cover formed
for it by these first improvised units.

x % ¥

of the Soviet Republc and the leader of/

letarian dictatorship, as the enemy class-

Comrades:

With the publication of the “Open
Letter” of the Communist International
to the C. P. 8., the profound crisis which
has been hovering over Spanish Cons
munism as a consequence of the funda-
mental errors committed by the nation-
al leadership with the full acquiescence
of the International has broken out into
the open. A whole serics of mistakes
are stigmatised in this document, mis-
takes that the Spanish Left Opposition
was the first to point out at a time when
the correction of these mistakes would
have marked a victorious advance of the
revolution. Only when the mistakes
blossoming within the party grow to
their full length does the International,
which defended and supported these er-
roneous policies and approved those re-
sponsible for them so resolutely, decide
to put forward its criticism under the
pressure of the rank and file and in
the face of evident symptoms of the de-
moralization of the party, symptoms
which are manifesting themselves in
their full force. Two days before the
publication of the “Open Letter”, simple
militants who had the courage to bring
up criticisms less severe than that of the
International in their units—were ex-
pelled from the party with the sanction
of international organisms. The present
crisis was not produced by a logical de-
velopment of the organization, that is
to say, by means of a free discussion
within the party, but was fabricated
artifically : imposed by the Internation-
al bureaucracy.

It is logical that the leadership of the
International, those most responsible for
the mistakes of the Spanish leadership,
are doing everything in their power to
cover up the catastrophic consequences
of the policy pursued in Spain. Histor-
ically, the damage caused by these poli-
tical mistakes is very difficult to make
200d. When the rhythm of the revolu-
tion starts its process of decline, the
bureaucracy of the International poses
the question of the reorganization of the
party. The International bureaucracy
gave its assent. its support to every-
thing that deprived the Spanish prole-
tariat of its revolutionary party in the
culminative period of the revolution.
More than that, the International cov-
ered with the cloak of its authority the
split in the ranks of Spanish Communism
maintained by the official leadership of
the party. Practically, the C. I. and the
Spanish lea‘dership, the Bullejos-Trilla-
Pumarega combine, were the liquidators
of the immediate perspectives opened up
for the Spanish proletariat by the Four-
teenth of April.

In the “Open Letter” of the Commun-

or the Unity of Spanish Communism

An Open Letter of the Spanish Left Opposition Addressed to all Communists

of the Spanish revolution, were formu-
lated by the Oppoxition, and for which
it was insulted with the worst sort of
epithets. The following accusations are
made against the leadership: inability to
adapt itself to the masses; sectarian nar-
rowness : anarchistic tendencies; false
analysis of the political situation; issu-
ance of slogans incomprehensible to the
masses and failure of realizing a serious
will to put them into practice; a false
donception of the role of the Soviets;
failure to understand the meaning of the
shop committees; clique control; stran-
gulation of the expression of the rank
and file: the split policy in the National
Confederation of Labor. The Spanish
Left Opposition believes and declares
a new change of policy, imposed upon
the party in a bureaucratic manner,
would not have been brought about with-
out the frank exposure of the mistakes
that we have practiced. In this resp-
ect, the Opposition sees in these facts a
new victory of its defense of revolution-
ary Marxism, applied to the Spanish rev-
plution and the role of the party.

The Communist Left Opposition, in re-
gistering this brilliant vietory of Its
point of view, is obliged to show to all
proletarian Communists that the “Open
Letter” is a direct result, although a be-
lated one, of our criticisms. This shows

clearly that even though we have been
expelled from the party, our collabora-
tion with it was undeniably a fruitful
one. It would be still greater if the

Opposition were allowed to occupy the
place that belongs to it within the ranks
of the party. " It goes to show once more,
that if the internal regime were one of
free and demecratic discussion, . which
is indispensible to every revolutionary
proletarian organization, the criticism
would be far less acute than under the
present state of division, and the cor-
rection of the mistakes would take place
more rapidly and more effectively, and
would be immeasurably less painful. But
the International bureaucracy fears the
revolutionary truth and therefore per-
sists in keeping the Bolshevik-Leninists
within the ranks of the Opposition, es-
tranged from the party.

The “Open Letter” takes special pains
to cover up those mistakes committed by
the Spanish party, that derive not from
the lack of npolitical understanding on
.the part of the national leadership, but
from the theory that dominates the pre-
sent course of the International-—Stalin-
ism. The root of the evil lies in the
whole series of eclectic conceptions
that the Stalinist school has introduced
into Communism since the death of
Lenin. The defeats of the Chinese, the
German, the Bulgarian and now, the
Spanish revolution are the consequences
of the wrong tactics that derives from

ist International are reproduced the

A Supreme Army Council was formed on

same criticisms that, since the beginning

the disastrous article known as Stalin-
ism.

enth Anniversary of

the First of March. During these early
days of the creation of the army, Trotsky
appeared as the tireless animator of thej
project. “We need a well organized
army, a new army”’, he exclaimed at the
Moscow Soviet on March 19. “We shall
work twelve hours a day if mnecessary

. but we will go forward in the way
of discipline, of work and of creative
action”. “Obstinate work, revolutionary
discipline”. He repeated these slogans,
carried them out, implanted them in the
minds. The decree on obligatory and
general military instruction was promul-
gated on April 22 upon his proposal. It
was a preparatory measure; a great
part of the population remained hostile
to the regime. The army about to be
organized,had to be formed of volunteers
whose first qualifications were to be
their social origin and political opinions.
But a modern army is a comnplicated
machine. Its mechanism cannot be built

up, its functioning cannot be assured
without the specialist’s skill. Where.
were the war technicians. to be taken

from? There were those of the old
regime, those of the enemy classes. Trot-
sky very early envisaged the utilization
of these specialists. In order to carry
this out, he had to overcoeme numerous
obstacles and not a few legitimate fears.
Even Lenin at first objected and only
consented later on:

“Without serious and experienced mili-
tary men”, I said to Vladimir Llyitch
(Trotsky On Lenin), “we will never get
out of this chaos”.

“That seems to be quite true.
what if they will betray us?”’

“We shall attach a commissar to each
one of them.”

“We shall attach two!, Lenin cried
out, “two who will have a solid weight
There is no lack of strong-arm Com
munists”.

The type of the leading organisms of
the army was conceived in the following
manner: one specialist, one regular of-
ficer and ‘wo Bolshevik commissars. The
military men, it appeared, accepted these
positions and this control without many
difficulties. Accustomed to passive obedi-
ience and to state service, thoy submit-
ted immediately as soon a§ authority was
imposed upon them. In their memoires
the White Guard generals complained
about the ease with which the Bolshe-
viks recruited the technical personnel

But

the Red Army |

of the Red Army. They had to live.
And the patriotic sentiment also played
its part. And then, there weére many
who were to remain enemies of the rev-
olution as officers in the WRed Army.
Conspirators appeared to install them-
selves permanently inside the army. Trot-
sky had to refute the arguments of those
who feared that the army—in the con-
ddct of which the former generals par-
ticipated—would become an instrument
of the counter-revolution. Composed of
workers and poor peasants and held to-
gether by a framework of Commanist
commissars., it did not, he argued, have
to fear anything outside of individual

treacheries. He had to combat habits
created by the revolution itself. For
months, the military commanders had

been elected. The election of command-
ers was the command of the necessity
of democratizing the old army. *“As long
ag the poywer belonged to the enemy class,
as long as the cadres of the army were
the instrument of this class, it was our
task to break the resistance of the com-
mand through the election of the com-
manders. But today the power is in the
hands of the working class from the
midst of which the army is recruiteed.
Under these conditions—1I tell you this in
all frankness—the election of officers is
no longer of any political utility, it is
technically inadequate and a decree has
already annuled it in fact.”

Correct as these reasons were, they
did not win out painlessly. What! Ex-
cellent revolutionists, proletarians were
to be placed under the command— even
though controlled by commissars (incom-
petents!)—of generals who only yester-
day shot them down and of counter-
revolutionary officers! It was necessary.
‘“Fhe creation of the army”, Trotsky
said, “is for us a question of life and
death.”

There was no administrative appar-
atus capable of mobilizing the forces
necessary for the formation of an army.
The party, revealing once more the deci-
sive importance tf its historic role, had
to supplement the state. The Red
Guards, the partisan units (numerous in
the inland country, but anarchic, indis-
ciplined, infinitely difficult to control)
and a few other hardly regular units
tha survived from the old army were the
first pithy war material of the Republic.

(Continued on page 4)

What solutions are proposed in this
“Open Letter”? The whole document is
remarkable for its absolute lack of con-
crete solutions.. It does pro-
pose as a definite condition, the demon-

strative elimination of the direct auth-
ors of these political crimes which are

not even

denounced within  it. These lead-
ers served the International bur-
eaucracy too faithfully and are al-

together too disposed to continue segv-
ing it, for the latter to get rid of them.
The solution of the problems is left to
the congress of the Party, which is to
meet in March, so as to give a certain
democratic appearance to the bureau-
cratic maneuvers that are now being pre-
pared.

The leadership of the Spanish party
with the consent of the International ex-
pelled all its political opponents, the most
capable militants of the party, within
the last few months and accused them
of the horrible crime of not withholding
their criticism of the adventuristic pol-
icies pursued by this leadership. The
leadership was, in this manner, able to
maintain the condition of monolithie
tranquility. A pogrom atmosphere was
created within the party, an atmosphere
of terrorism against all independently
thinking militants and of a systematic
persecution against all sincere militants
that disagreed with these methods of
the leadership. In the face of the im-
possibility of any sort of criticism and
in the face of the reign of persecution,
many old militants left the party. The
bureaucraticization of the units killed off
all their internal political life. The
leaders were more interested in uphold-
ing the personal prestige of the secret-
ary of the unit than in upholding the
political line of the worker-Communists
active in the units., The active militants,
fearing expulsion from the party, cur-
tailed their own opinions and did not
follow the dictates of their conscience,
The militants were robotized; what was
asked of them was not discipline, but
blind obedience.

It is in such a situation that the party
convention is being prepared, which can
be denounced in advance as a bureau-
c¢ratic maneuver, with the aim of plac-
ating the fermentation within the ranks,
resulting especially from the latest pol-
itical mistakes of the leadership. Yet,
this very International leadership is
forced to admit that the party is disor-
zanized and that it is absolutely neces-
sary to reorganize it immediately. The
development of events has clearly shown
that the Left Opposition was correct and
that it was the only one to foresee the
policy corresponding to the needs of the
party at every step in the revolution.
All our activities and all our writings
are the proof for this. Once more, the
historic necessity of the existence of the
Opposition has been justified, on a na-
tional as well as on an international
scale. Nevertheless, instead of readmit-
ting all the Oppositionists expelled for
their opinions into the party, the *“Open
Letter” demands that the p:¥ty carry on
an ‘“energetic”’ struggle against ‘‘coun-
ter-revolutionary Trotskyism”. For the
purpose of struggling against “Trotsky-
ism”, a whole factory of slanders and
calumniations against the Opposition
and its most outstanding militants will
start to function within a short time,
with full steam and in extra shifts Tt
will take recourse to verbal and journal-
istic violence at first and later on, even
to physical violence. In this manner,
the party bureaucracy will expiate for
the mistakes it has committed, mistakes
fatal for the destiny of the Spanish pro-
letariat.

The Communist party will not be able
to take the road it must take, if it does
not begin its reorganization by complete-
ly eliminating the whole leading clique
of adventurers which have led it to the
present situation. These inept and in-
capable leaders, veritable illiterates in
so far as revolutionary Marxism is con-
cerned, are those who are morally re-
sponsible for the defeat of the Spanish
revolution. All the worker-Communists
who love their party must demand the
political condemnation of Bullejos and
Co. 'The latter, with a stroke of remark-
able political cynicism, are trying to ev-
ade responsibility for the debacle by re-
sorting to accusations against the rank
and file of the party, who are guilty
merely of the ¢rime of being too patient.
The Communist workers will not consent
any longer to have all the blame for
the mistakes which are exglusively due
to the party “leaders”, cast upon their
heads. The national bureaucrats have
learned from their International allles
the consistent method of submitting the
rank and file to a most abominable die-
tatorship and of casting responsibility
for the failures on their shoulders. There
is one more thing that the Left Opposi-
tion cannot conceal. The present lead-
ership of any other leading body arising
from the party itself will not be able
to restore its political welfare if it is
going to apply to the Spanish movements
the internationally disastrous methods
of Stalinism. The Spanish revolution
is another proof for the world proletar-
iat of how Stalinism leads directly to
defeat. This is precisely what the hired
Stalinites in Spain are attempting to
dissimulate bhefore the working masses.

(To be Continued)
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Rakovsky on the Five Year Plan

(Contined from last issue)

Just as quality of production sets a
limit to the increase in the intensity
of labor so the limit to increased inten-
sity in the wutilization of equipment is
bound up with the problem of the work-
ing personnel. Great reserves can be
made available for the further use of
the old basic capital by making use of
more shifts—by transfer to the 24 hour
ghift. The clarification of the quest_ion
of the working personnel is not here
our problem, everyone who follows this
question, cannot but know that this pro-
blem cannqt be solved in the near future
and that, therefore, the reserves avail-
able by the increase of shifts can be
utilized only to a very small degree. The
question of the working personnel arises
also, of course in connection with new
enterprises but we will not take up this
matter in this connection. Here it is
important for us to show that the short-
age of working personnel bound up with
the impossibility of a further “loading”
of the existing personnel creates a bar-
rier for the further increase in the quan-
titative indices by this means.

The third factor lies beyond industry
itself although it is closely bound up
with it. It is the shortage of agricul-
tural raw materials for light industry.
Due to shortage of raw materials the
volume of production in light industry
fell in two months (May and June) by
nearly 30%. During these two months
the plan was only slightly over 50% ful-
filled. The volume of production in the
Fats Industry decreased in April’ by
15.5%, in May by 15.7%, in June by
38.69 of the figures for May, which
means that it practically nearly ceased
production. Production in the Iood In-
dustry decreased in April by 15.5%, in
May by 12.9%, in. June by 23.7%. The
situation in the Sugar Industry, which
was practically at a halt in June, is
absolutely catastrophic. For the last
year only 42.8% of the production cap-
acity of the sugar industry was realized.
From these figures alone we see that we
deal not only gith individual breaks in
certain branches but with a sharp decline
of prdouction nearly in the whole light

The Raids on Nazis in Prussia

(Continued from page 1)
munists not only from defeating both
the social democrats and the Fascists,
but even from preparing the defense of
the working class from ruthless exter-
mination at the hands of Hitler’s bands.
Therein lies the great danger in Ger-
many.

The only way the Fascists can be
defeated is by uniting the forces of the
proletariat for action. The only way the
social democratic influence can be wiped
out from the working class movement is
by recognizing their actual role by forc-
ing tkpm into a united front on the
basis of a struggle against Fascism, by
showing to the workers in the course of
united action that the impotent and ser-
vile policies of the social democracy can
only pave the way for Fascism.

The Severing incident is a striking
lesson in proof of this. Severing and
the social democrats say they want to
fight Fascism. Here they had a chance.
Did Severing, who had ground enough
from the material confiscated in the
raids, proceed to outlaw and disrupt the
Nazi organizations? He did not. Ser-
vile creature that he is, he feared to
come into conflict with the federal gov-
ernment, with the Hindenburg-Bruening-
Groener regime, which is consciously aid-
ing the Fascists. In a united front
movement with the organizations which
Severing and his ilk are leading, the
Communists could press the social dem-
ocratic traitors and cowards to the
wall. They would be forced to show
their color. A Severing could be f‘orced
to break with the bourgeoisie — which
is unlilfply—or be driven out of the
movement, in an instance like the pre-
sent. In anvy case, the social democracy
would lose its identity rapidly and be
wiped .out. The working class would be
golidified and readied for revolutionary
action.

The Fascists are concentrating all
their efforts on the situation in Prussia.
They are waiting for the Landtag (Diet)
elections next month before they strike.
That is their strategy. They mean to

start out with a seizure of power in this .

central German province first. It is in
Prussia that the social'democrac_y has
its stronghold. There is not much time
to lose. If the Fascists are to be re-
pulsed, if the working class is to avoid
defeat, if tie Communist movement is to
avoid disaster, a complete reorientation
of the policy of the German Communist
Party must take place. The confusion
of “social Fascism” must be cleared up.
The Marxist appraisal of the situation
given by comrade Trotsky and the Left
Opposition must be transfused into the
flesh and blood of the German Commun-
ists.
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industry with a complete suspension in
certain branches. Even if the industry
itself were in no degree at fault in this
matter, the fact of the matter would
remain and would have to be reckoned
with. In truth. industry is not at fault.
We see here the effects which we have
warned against several times previously:
the delay in the development of industry
became the cause for the delay in the
development of agriculture.

The above article rightly ascribes the
basic causes for the shortage in agrieul-
tural raw materials to the following:
(1) incorrect price policy; (2) incor-§
rect regulating of the distribution of
manufactured goods to producers of agri-
cultural raw materials; (3) the lagging
behind of the fertilizer industries. Dur-
in the current year only 25% of the de-
mand for fertilizers was satisfied. (4)
Acute shortage of machines for the cul-
tivation of technical cultures and a near-
ly complete absence of harvesting‘ mach-
ines, due to which the sowing and first
plowing of the majority of technical cul-
tures is done by primitive hand method.

All these are direct results of the lag-
ging behind of industry.

The study of the question of quantitive
indices in connection with the above
mentioned factors permits us to make
the following fundamental conclusions:
(1) the official figures -of quantitative
growth represent just a statistical fiction
due to the ignoring of the quality of pro-
duction. Only by taking quality into ac-
count can we obtain comparable quantity
indices. (2) In so far as a quantitiative
growth actually took place it was based
to a decisive degree of the use of a great-
er number of workers and on the in-
crease of the intensity of labor. (3) In
using this method of increase in guan-
tity which contains in itself the condi-
tions leading to its failure and does not
at all guarantee the further growth of
quantity indices, thus we reach a limit
beyond which the further use of this
method can give only negative results
fer the national economy. And this meth-
od has now been used to the utmost. (4)
The question of the further growth of
quantity indices and even of maintaining
the level already acquired is direetly
bound np with the problem of giving
industry a new materio-technical base.

This question is decided by the amount
of accumulation and capital building of
which we will treat further on.*

—CHRISTIAN G. RAKOVSKY.
Barnoul, July-August 1930

*The above constitutes the last in-
stalment of one chapter of a larger work
by comrade Rakovsky. The condition of
exile and ruthless physical persecution
imposed upon our comrade by the Stalin
clique make for the belated publication
of his work by the Left Opposition press.
At the present time, the whereabouts of
comrade Rakovsky are not even known.
The repression of the Stalinist against
this valiant revolutionary .leader have
been particularly vicious. The last that
has been heard of him is that he was in
a frightful and alarming state of health
and that no consideration was to be ex-
pected of the regime. No revolutionist
will forget this crime of Stalinism.—Ed.

Hail the Red Army

(Continued from page 1)
The recruitment campaign had very good
but inadequate results. On April 1,
Petrograd offered 25,000 volunteers, Mos-
cow—more than 15,000. 106,000 +volun-

Rebel Miners in Actionl

(Continued from page 1)

sciqusness among the coal mindrs to
the treacherous role of these officials and
their growing readiness to combat them.
In other words it offers the increasing
opportunities for the Left wing to find
the common base for these movements
and through them to unite for the com-
mon immediate objectives.

Of such steps there is no sign what-
ever. The official Communist Party
which is the potential force to give this
direction is, when considering this as the
essential task, failing just as miserably
as the  other confused and opportunist
groups. The National Miners Union,
which it leads, has not yet at any time
pursued a policy genuinely aiming at
uniting the rebellious movements. It has
thereby, in the same manner as the other
groupings, been hemmed in within the
localizing barriers of each separate
sti‘uggle, confining itself purely to the
spontaneous movement of the workers
themselves, lacking perspective, failing|
actually to organize and losing ground
so that it still commands only a few|
scattered, small and ill-functioning locals.
Under such conditions the militancy it
displays, the working class and revolu-
tionary propaganda it spreads, becomes
entirely too nvxch negated.

A National Perspective for a
United Front

While the series of localized spontane-
ous miners struggles from the past to
the present have certainly served to ad-
vance the miners to higher levels of
experience and consciousness they  have
most often in their direct implication re-
sulted in defeats and weakening ot
their organization. The John L. Lewis
administration pursued that method as a
deliberate policy to serve the operators.
But it should have taught us all that
when local strikes are so often defeated
the object must be the national exten-
sion. With the present trend of the
struggle, directed, and of necessity so,
equally against the U. M. W. official
treachery, the national objective must,
of course, stand out so much more clear-
ly. *

But thig is only one side of the ques-
tion. The other is the need of the actual
unification of the rebel movements. Here
lies the real task for the revolutionary
forces, for the official Communist Party,
To talk about establishing “independent
leadership” in these struggles, as it does,
or to talk about furnisBing a program
for them without taking into account
this burning question of the necessjty of
a speedy united front of the rebel move-
ments becomes pure nonsense. To pro-
ceed to build committees of independent
leadership within them endeavoring to
struggle independently and in opposition
to them is wrong. It is particularly
erroneous to endeavor to build the Na-
tional Miners Union within these rebeél
movements of the U. M: W. What is
needed there is a Left wing of these
movements, firmly established, working
as part of, and with the movements, crit-
icizing and fighting against opportunist
leaders, and working in the closest pos-
sible ceoperation with the Left wing
forces in the National Miners Union.
Proceeding from such a basis it should
not become an all too difficult task to
build a united front in reality of these
various movements struggling in common
for the common immediate objectives;
to dislodge the influence and control of
the Lewis machine and for better work-
ing conditions. In such a united front
movement the Commufsts would cer-
tainly play the main role of leadership
provided they pursue Communist policies.

teers reported in six weeks.
—From “L’ An I. de la Revolution
Riusse”
* * * *

A DECREE OF THE COUNCIL OF
PEOPLE’'S COMMISSARS

Petrograd, January 15, 1918

The old army was a class instrument
of the bourgeoisie for the oppression of
the working class. The seizure of power
by the laboring class and the class of
those who possess nothing has made the
creation of a new army necessary. This
new army will have the task of protec-
ting the Soviet power and of constituting
the base on which the regular army will
be transformed into a power founded on
the arming of the whole people; further-
more, the new army will serve to sup-
port the Socialist revolution that is ap-
proaching in Europe.

I

In the execution of the preceding, the
Council of People’s Commissars has de-
cided to organize the new army on the
following basis and under the name “Red
Workers’ and Peasants’ Army”.

1. The red workers’ and peasants’
army is composed of the most conscious
and best organized elements of the work-
ing class.

2. Every citizen of the Russian re-
public over 18 years of age can enter its
ranks. All those may enter the Red
Army, who are prepared to put their
forces and their life at the service of
the defense of the conquests of October,

Produced in the Soviet

ADDED
ATTRACTION

They could thus become a much more

important factor in uniting the working

class against the common enemy.
—A, 8.

of the Soviet power and ot socialism.
For entrance into the Red Army, the
following recommendations are neces-
sary: those of the military committee or
those of the civil organizations who de-
pend upon the Soviet power, those of
the party or the trade unions—more
strictly speaking, the recommendations
of two members of one of these organi-
zations. In case an entire division en-
ters the Red Army, collective recommen-
dations and a nominal vote are neces-
sary.
IL

1. The families of members of the Red
workers’ and peasants’ army are sup-
ported by the state and receive a month-
ly subsidy of 50 rubles.

2. The invalid members of the famil-
ies of soldiers. who have previously
been supported by the soldiers, will con-
tinue to receive aid according to the
local statutes and according to the re-
gulations of the local Soviet.

L.

The Council of People’s Commissars
is the supreme directing organism of the
Red workers’ and-peasants’ army. The
immediate conduct of the army and its
administration are concentrated in the
Military Commissariat and particularly
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signify only the resurrection of all the contradictions
on the very next successive stage, only in still more
accute and concentrated form.

In terms of world economy, Europe is on the down-
ward trend. Already the forehead of Europe is plas-
tered beyond removal with American labels: the Dawes
plan, the Young Plan, Hoover’s moratorium. Europe
is placed thoroughly on American rations..

The decay of capitalism results in social and cul-
tural decomposition. The road is barred for further
methodical differentiation within the nation, for the
further growth of the proletariat at the expense of
the diminution of intermediate classes. Further pro-
longation of the crisis can bring in its trail only the
pauperization of the petty bourgeoisie and the trans-
formation of ever increasing groups of workers into
the lumpenproletariat. In its most acute form, it is
this threat that grips advanced capitalist Germany by
the throat.

The rottencst portion of putrefying capitalist Eur-
ope is the social democratic bureaucracy. It entered
upon its historical journey under the banner of Marx
and Engels.
the rule of the bourgeoisie. The powerful upsurge
of capitalism caught it up and dragged it in its wake.
In the name of reform, the social democracy betrayed
the revolution, at first by its actions and later by its
very words. Kautsky, forsooth, for a long time still
defended the phraseology of revolution, making it
serve as a handmaiden to the requirements of reform-
ism. Bernstein, on the contrary, demanded the re-
nunciation of revolution: for capitalism was entering
the period of peaceful development without crises, and
without wars. A paragon of prophets! Apparently,
between Kautsky and Bernstein there was an irrecon-
ciliable divergence. Actually, however, they symmet-
rically complemented one another as the right and
left boots on the feet of reformism.

The war came. The social democracy supported
the war in the name of future prosperity. Instead
of prosperity decay set in. Then the problem resolved
itself nd longer in concluding from the inadequacy of
capitalism the inevitability of revolution; nor was it
one of reconciling the workers with capitalism by
means of reforms. The new policies of the social
democracy now consisted in making society safe for
the bourgeoisie at the cost of sacrificing reforms.

But even this was not the last stage of degeneracy.
The present crisis that is convulsing capitalism oblig-
ed the social democracy to sacrifice the fruits achieved
after protracted economic and political struggles and
thus to seduce the German workers to the plane of
existence of their fathers, grandfathers and great-
grandfathers.. There is no historical spectacle more
tragic and at the same time more repulsive than the
fetid disintegration of reformism amid the wreck-
age of all its conquests and hopes. The theater is
rabid in its straining for modernism. Let it stage
more often Hauptmann’s “The Weavers”: this most
modern of modern dramas. But the director of the
theater must not forget to reserve the dress circle for
the leaders of the social democracy.

Incidentally, however, these leaders are in no mood
for the theater: they have reached the utmost limits
of their adaptability. There is a level beneath which
the working class of Germany cannot drop willingly
or for any length of time. Moreover, the bourgeois
régime, fighting for its existence, is in no mood to
recognize this level. The emergency decrees of Bruening
are only the beginning, only feelers to get the lay of
the land. Bruening’s régime rests upon the cowardly
and perfidious support of the social democratic bur-
eaucracy which in its turn depends upon the sullen,
half-hearted support of a section of the proletariat.
The system based on bureaucratic decrees is unstable,
unreliable, temporary. Capitalism requires another,
more decisive policy. The support of the social dem-
ocracy with its one eye ever cocked on it§ own work-
ers, is not only insufficient for its purposes, but has
already become irksome. The period of half-way
measures has passed. In order to try to find a way
out, the bourgeoisie must absolutely rid itself of the
pressure exerted by the workers’ organizations, these
must needs be eliminated, destroyed, utterly crushed.

At this juncture, the historic role of Fascism begins.
It sets on its feet those classes that are immediately
above the proletariat and who are ever in dread of
being forced down into its ranks; it organizes and
militarizes them at the expense of finance capital, un-
der the cover of the official government, and it directs
them to the extirpation of proletarian organizations,
from the most revolutionary to the most conservative.

Fascism is not merely a system of reprisals, of
brutal force, and of police terror. Fascism is a parti-
cular governmental system based on the uprooting of
all elements of proletarian democracy within bourgeois
society. The task of Fascism lies not only in destroy-
ing the Communist advance guard but in holding the
entire class in a state of forced disunity. To this end
the physical annihilation of the most revolutionary
section of the workers does not suffice. It is also nec-
essary to smash all independent and voluntary or-
ganizations, to demolish all the defensive bulwarks of
the proletariat, and to uproot whatever has been
achieved during three quarters of a century by the
social democracy and the trade unions. For, in the last
analysis, the Communist party also bases itself on
these achievements.

The social democracy has prepared all the condi-
tions necessary for the triumph of Fascism. But by
this fact it has also prepared the stage for its own
political liquidation. It is absolutely correct to place
on the social democrats the responsibility for the emer-
gency legislation of Bruening as well as for the im-
pending danger of Fascist savagery. It is absolute
balderdash to identify social democracy with Fase-
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For its goal it placed the overthrow of

WHAT NEXT? -- by Leon Trotsky

By its policies during the revolution of 1848, the
libera] bourgeoisie prepared the stage for the triumph
of counter revolution, which in turn emasculated lib-
eralism. Marx and Engels lashed the German liberal
bourgeoisie no less sharply than Lasalle did, and
their criticism was more profound than his. But when
the Lassalleans dumped the feudal counter-revolution
together with the liberal bourgeoisie into “one reac-
tionary mass”, Marx and Engels were justly outraged
by this false ultra-radicalism. The erroncous posi-
tion of the Lasalleans turned them on several occa-
sions into involuntary aids of the monarchy. despite
the general progressive nature of their work, which
was infinitely more important and consequential than
the achievements of liberalism.

The theory of “social Fascism” reproduces the
basic error of the Lassalleans on a new historical back-
ground. After dumping National Socialists and soc-
ial democrats into one Fascist pile, the Stalinist bur-
eaucracy flics headlong into such activities as backing
the Hitler referendum; which in its own fashion is
in no wise superior to Lassalle’s alliances with Bis-
marck.

In the present phase, German Communism in its
struggle against the social democracy must lean on
two inseparable facts: (a) the political responsibility
of the social democracy for the strength of Fascism;
(b) absolute irreconciliabilitgr between Fascism and
those workers’ organizations on which the social dem-
ocracy itself depends.

The contradictions within German capitalism have
at present reached such a state of tension that an
explosion is inevitable. The adaptability of the soc-
ial democracy has reached that limit beyond which
lies self-annihilation. The mistakes of the Stalinist
bureaucracy have reached that limit beyond which lies
catastrophe. Such is the three-fold formules that
f:haracterizes‘ the situation in Germany. Everything
1s now poised on the razor edge of a knife.

When of necessity one must follow conditions in
Germany through newspapers that arrive almost a
week late; when one must allow another week before
manuscripts may bridge the gap between Constantino-
ple and Berlin; afier which additional weeks must pass
before the pamphlet reaches its public, involuntarily
the question arises, “Won’t it be altogether too late?
And each time one answers oneself: No! The
armies that are drawn up for battle are too collossal
that one need fear a simultaneous settlement of the
1ssue at the speed of greased lightning. The strength
logic of facts will make itself heard more imperiously
of the German proletariat has not been drained. Its
powers have not as yet been brought into play. The
logic of facts will make itself heard more imperiously
with every passing day. And this Justifies the auth-
or’s attempt to add what he has to say even if it is
delayed a few weeks, i. e., an entire historical period.

The Stalinist bureaucracy came to the conclusion
that it would be able to complete its labors more peace-
fully were the author of these pages confined in Prin-
kipo. It obtained from the government of Herman
Mueller, the social democrat, a refusal or a visa for
-+« “a menshevik”: in this instance the united front
was established without any wavering or delay. To-
day, in official Soviet publications, the Stalinists are
broadcasting the news that I am “defending” Bruen-
ing’s government in accordance with an agreement
made with the social democracy, which in return is
pulling strings to allow me the right of entry into
G‘ex_'many.. Instead of becoming indignant over such
victousness, I permit myself to laugh at its stupidity.
But I must cut short my laughter, for time is Pressing.

There cannot be the slightest doubt that the course
of events will dethonstrate the correctness of our posi-
tion. But in what manner will history demonstrate
its proof: Through the catastrophe of the Stalinist
faction, or through the victory of Marxist policies?

‘ Therein lies at present the crux of the entire ques-
tion. [This question is the questign of the fate of

the German nation, and not of its fate alone.
*

* *

The problems that arc analyzed in this pamphlet did
not originate yesterday. It is nine years now since
the leadership of the Comintern has busied itself with
the revaluation of values and with disorganizing the
advance guard of the international proletariat by
means of tactical convulsions which in their totality
fall under the label of “the general line”. The Rus-
sian Left Opposition (Bolshevik-Leninists) was form-
ed not only because of Russian problems but also be-
cause of international ones. Among these, the pro-
blems of the revolutionary development in Germany
occupied by no means the last place. Sharp diver-
gences on this subject date back from 1923. ~ During
the succeeding years the author of these pages spoke
more than once on these debatable questions. A con-
siderable portion of my critical works has been - pub-
lished in German. The present pamphlet is in its tern
a contribution to the theoretical and political work
of the Left Opposition. Much that is mentioned
hereafter only in passing was in its time submitted to
detailed analysis. Therefore I must needs refer my
readers for particulars to my books, THE DRAFT PRO-
GRAM OF THE COMINTERN—A Criticism of Funda-
mentals, THE STRATEGY OF THE WORLD REVOLUTION,
THE PERMANENT REVOLUTION, etc. Now, at the time
when these divergences appear before everybody in the
light of a great historical task, it is possible to estimate
their origins much better and more profoundly. For
the serious revolutionary, for the true Marxist such a
study is absolutely essential. Ecclectics live by means
of episodic theughts and improvisations that originate
under the impact of events. Marxist cadres capable
of leading the proletarian revolution are trained onlvy
by the continual and successive working out of pro-
blems and disputes.

PRINKIPO, January 27, 1932 —L. TROTSKY.




