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Withh the EFmmbattled Miners

Massacre Striking Miners

in Franklin County, lllinois
The Coal Diggers Regather TheirForces Alfter the Slaughter

SPRINGFIELD, Ill, August 25:

Forty thousand miners and families,
in six thousand cars and trucks, forming
an army eighty miles long, were am-
bushed and brutally attacked at the
Franklin County border. The trek-worn
miners were about to arrive at their
destination, when hired killers of the
coal operators opened are about 8 P. M.
Wednesday, August 24, 1932. From
their ambush of brushes and weeds, the
murderers permitted some five hundred
cars to enter the county and without
warning opened fire with machine guns,
rifles, shot guns and pistols.

As the mnfiners scattered, caught off
guard, teror-stricken women and chil-
dren wounded by their men sprawled on
the hard roads and ditches amidst splat-
tered glass oif from automobiles. The
killers, provided with torches, ignited
gasoline, burning up cars, truck-loads of
food and First Aid ambulances. The
killers singled out lost miners, they
pounced on them and never stopped
beating them with pistol and rifle butts
until the miners fell completely uncon.
scious.

About one hundred and fifty men,
women and children were shot down, The
number of slain is undetermined as yet.
The miners eame peacefully and unarmed.
They marched right into the jams of
death, only being able to resist with bare
hands.

The caravan leading the huge army
was tsopped all along the road. The
strategy of the state forces was to time
the armies’ arrival in Southern Illinois
by night-fall so they could lead them to
slaughter.

At Pickneyville we were stopped for
three hours, finally we were permitted te
pass through. We were then seventeen
miles from Darnell where all prepara-
tions were made for camp. Our board
of strategy stopped at Du Quoin for a
conference. This was five miles from
our destination. Our army proceéded as
per instructions to pitch camp at de-
signated place. Arriving two miles from
Darnell, ouy vanguard was forced by
several hundred deputies, at the point of
machine guns, to move on to Franklin
County. Our vanguard hesitated, but a
few sluggings and cocked triggers forced
our vanguard to move Eastward and
there lay the killers in weeds and brush-
es only eight miles off. The state
patrolmen and deputy sheriffs of Perry
County brazenly forced our peaceful army
into the slaughter.

We gave definite instructions to camp
at Darnell in Jackson County for the
night, then to walk in a body across
the border to Franklin County. Two of
the vanguard members who got away
with minor injuries reported they were
forced to traverse Franklin County at
the point of machine guns and were
even escorted almost to the nest of the
murderers.

The army retreated to Coulterville and
Pickneyville, twenty miles Northwest.
To what extent the army has held Its
forces 18 unknown as yet. There are
three camps, twenty thousand miners
are camped in one woods.

We used airplanes this morning. The
Hunter Brothers of Sparta, endurance
flyer flow their planes for our cause.
Our planes were spled immediately by
Scott Field Scouts but all the damage
they did was to give dirty looks and
circle us. We dropped thousands of
leaflets on Franklin County miners early
in the morning. The miners greeted our
leaders with waving of hadderchiefs
and caps. The leaflets called on the
Franklin miners to meet their brothers
at the County line.

Several miners in this territory went
down today. No reports from Franklin
County today yet. Martial rule by de-
puties. Miners’ meetings barred by
statement of Sheriff and Lewis headquar-
ters

Status of Strike

Sub District No. 1........ 1009, out
(Pekin—La Salle)

Sub District No. 2........ 100% out
(Peoria)

Sub District No. 3........ 5% out
(Danville)

Sub District No. 4........ 1009, out

N.Y. PICNIC

Sunday, September 1lth
at
Tibbetts Brook Park, Plot 8
Take I. R. T. Woodlawn-Jerome
train to last stop. Street cars
or bus to park.
SPECIAL:
OPEN AIR BANQUET
(In case of rain we will hold
banquet at 84 East 10th St.)

(Springfield)

Sub Disrtiet No 5........ 100% out
(Taylorville)

Sub District No. 6........ 100% out

(Staunton)

Sub District No. 7........ 100% out
(Belleville)

Sub District No. 8........ 509% out

(Du Quoin)

Sub District No. 9 (Franklin County)
7 mines working out of 19 (losing
ground).

Sub District No. 10 No strike
(Herrin)
Sub District No. 11 One mine out
(Harrispurg)

Six thousand miners still
Forty.four thousand out solidly.

The struggle continnes. We will go
directly to the coal operators and form
osur own contract when we have en-
trenched ourselves as broadly as possi-
ble. Win, lose or draw—Lewis and
Walker are through from so far out as)
Northern and Central Illinois are con-
cerned.

Will let you know definite steps day
by day.

working.

—GCRMINAL.
(Continued on page 3) |
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The strike of the farmers in Sioux
City has spread to other parts of thie
state, of Iowa and Indiana, and into
nearby states. Truck gardeners and
dairy farmers have joined the movement
and threaten the law and order of the
authorities. Minneapolis reports show
the strike has reached the Northwest.
This new strike action ef this section
of the pety bourgeois indicates the deep|
changes the agriculture of the United
States is undergoing.

The reduction of wholesale food prices,
the bosses’ hold on the farms and the
reduction of the purchasing pewer of
the workers hes upset the standards of
the rich farm reglons which were able
to survive the constant agrarian crisis
up to the present. In Bloux Oity and
Counctl Bluffs, Jowa a higher plane of
the struggle has been reached. Mass
picketing, fights, and clashes wgith scabs}
and authorities are reported dally. In
Council Bluffs the striking farmers
marehed upon the jail and forced the
authorites to release 60 striking farmers.
All reports indicate the strike is spread-
ing.

Press reports from western papers
show that in spite of minor ebbs and
flows, the farmers revolt against condi
tions is growing. The farmers can 1o
longer argmne against the stiiking work-
ers beeause now the striking farmers
have joined them as alligs in the strug-
gle against the financiers and their
henchman.

August 22, the striking farmers stop
ped two trains enroute to Sioux City

with livestock and milk. 400 farmers

Any serious analysis of the political situation must
take as its point of departure the relationship between
the three classes: the bourgeaisie, the petty bourgeoisie
(including the peasantry) and the proletariat.

The economically powerful big bourgeoisie, in itself,
represents an infinitessimal minority of the nation. To
enforce its domination, it must ensure a definite mutual
relationship with the petty bourgeoisie and throughdits

To understand the dialectic of the relationship be-
tween the three classes, we must differentiate three his-
torical stages: at the dawn of capitalist development,
when the bourgeoisie requirgd revolutionary methods

tion of the capitalist régime, when the bourgeoisie en-

tive, democratic forms; finally, at the decline of capi-
talism, when the bourgeoisie is forced to
methods of civil war against the proletariat to protect

Tue Porrricar. Procrams oF THE PETTY BOURGEOISIR

The political programs characteristic of these three
stages: Jacobinism, reformist democracy (social dem-
ocracy included) and Fascism are basically programs
This fact alone, more
than anything else, shaws of what tremendous——.ra-
ther, of what decisive, importance the seIf—deterfmna-
tion of the petty bourgeois masses of the people is for
the whole fate of bourgeois society.

Nevertheless, the relationship between the bourge-
oisie and its basic social support, the petty bourge-

| days unless a profit can be made.

! The Stalinist Bureacrats Back Out
On Murder Frame-Up Hearing

To date, the Stalinist leadership of [
the official party has not yet replied to
our challenge for an open hearing on the
framed up murder charges they direct-
ed against us in the Daily Worker last
week. They have contented themselves
‘with exploiting the tragic deaths of the

workers Semen and Krasiuk in a mouth
to mouth campaign of incitement agaidst
the Left Qpposition.

Bureaucrats Retreat

In their public press, the bureaucrats
have been forced to retreat all along the
line. The Daily Worker and the Freiheit,
which on August 23 and 24 were filled
with venomous lynch propaganda against
the Communist League, have sinced hush-
ed up.the affair entirely. Not a single
statement has issued forth from the
respongible organs of the official party,
not one editorial comment stating pu-
blicly what the attitude of the central
leadership itself is on the subject. The
cowardly Stalinist henchmen have deem-
ed it safer to hide behind sarreptitious
insinuations in the guise of “news arti-
cles™.

Faced with the wide-spread disapproval
of the Communist rank and file, the Cen-
trist apparatus of the party is swallow-
ing its words, covering up the traces of
its disgraceful pogroin tactics against
the Bolshevik-Leninists. In leaflets pu-
blished since the provocative articles in
the Daily, the Stalinists no longer refer

to the “Trotskyists” as those responsible

by LEON TROTSKY

bloom and maturi-| y “ . fell, for

. destined.
pacific, conserva-

resort ‘to

versal suffrage.
with the aid of a

A . . |
armers Holiday»inlowa
A New and Militant Type of Middle Class Revolt

of the Missouri valley agrée to begin
a blockade of highways leadidg to Omaha.’
On August 26, the press reports _re-:
enforced picket lines on all yoads leading
to Council Bluffa from the Iowa sgide.
At Sioux City the 88 arrested strikers
were relensed on habeas corpus proceed.
ings, Iowa national guards are in readi-
ness to be sent id any part of the state.

The Nebraske farmers started picket-
ing roads in and around Omaha. In Iowa,
the state power of the ecapitalists has
been used against the striking farmers,
arresting strikers, routing them with
teay gas and general intimidation that
striking workers are well trained fn.

The farmers of Lowa, Nebraska, Nerth
and South Dakota and Minnesota are
following up the strike movement in one
form or the other. In other farm regions
preliminary steps in this direction are
being taken. The middle ¢lass state farm|
organisations are endeavoring to give
leadership to the movements and link
them up in a general struggle against
the monopdlists. Reports from Lewiston,
Jdaho inform us that 400 farmers in this
rich wheat distriet are bound by agree-
ment to sell none of their wheat for 60
They[
control § million bushels of wheat.

Significance of Farm Strike
What significance has the farmers
strike? What is the relation the farm-
ers strike has to the workers struggles?
A survey of this struggle is essential to
prevent the vanguard from being shifted
into opportnnist channels by Stalinism

(Continued on page 2)

for the deaths of the two workers, but
more vaguely and—more safely, to “dis-
ruptive elements expelled from the Com-
munist party”. Replying to a press re-
lease issud by Gitlow for the Lovestone
group on the affair in question, the
Freiheit restricts its editorial remarks
exclusively to -an attack against the
Right wingers and does not even once
make refereuce to the Left Opposition!
The pressure of the outraged party ranks
has made itself felt. The dastardly scheme
of the bureaucrats has suffered ship-
wreck.

Must Be Brought to Accoumnt

But the spokesmen of Stalinism must
not be allowed to retreat in silence. They
have got to be made to face the working
class openly for an accounting. Thelr
wretched policy of disrupting working
class meetings of employing violence
in the digpute with the Leninist Opposi-
tion has already by their own admissions
(see the Daily Worker of Saturday, Aug-
ust 27) led to a general attack by tire
city authorities wupon all Communist
meetings. The rude tactics of Stalinism
play into the hands of the enemy.

Communist workers, demand that the
leadership of the official party bring its
shameful accusations against the Left
Opposition before a public hearing! De-
mand that they face a working class
tribunal.

(See¢ Page Four for party members’
reactions to the Frame-Up)

w

The Political Programs of the Petty Bourgeosie

oisie, does not at all rest upon reciprocal confidence
and pacific collaboration.
geoisie is an exploited and disfranchised class.
gards the bourgeoisie with envy and often with hatred.
The bourgeoisie, on the other hand, while utilizing the
support of the petty bourgeoisie, distrusts the latter,
for it very correctly fears its tendency to break down
the barriers set up for it from above.

In its mass, the petty bhour-
It re-

While they were laying out and clearing the road
for bourgeois development, the Jacobins engaged, at
every step, in sharp clashes with the bourgeoisie. They
served it in intransigeant struggle against it. After
they had culminated their limited histerical role, the

the domination of capital was pre-

For a whole series of stages, the bourgeoisie en-
trenched its power under the form of parliamentary
democracy. Even then, not peacefully and not volun-
tarily. ‘The bourgeoisie was mortally afraid of uni-
But in the last instance, it succeeded,

combination of violent measures and

concessions, of privations and reforms, to subordinate
within the framework of formial democracy, not only
the petty bourgeoisie, but in considerable measure also
the proletariat, by means of the néw petty bourgeoisie
—th labor aristocracy.
ist botirgeoisie was able, with the means of parliamént-
ary democracy, to lead millions of workers and pea-
sants into the war.

In August 1914 the imperial-

Fascists W aiting,
Ready to Strike

Smm—

Clara Zetkin Calls For International Solidarity Against Fascism

The bourgeois and the socialist press,
in commenting upon the breaking-up of
the negotiations between the Hindenburg-
Papen regime and Hitler, has generally
spoken of a set-back for the latter. Noth-
ing is further from the truth. What is
actually evident from the turn events
have taken in German politics of recent
'days, is the fact that a part of the big
bourgeoisie, which generally fears the
expenses and disturbances and instabil-
ity of a Fascist regime, is content for
the time being to play another eard. It
is their aim to see if it is not possible
to exploit the deadlock between Fasc-
ism and the working class on the arena
of popular sentiment for the purpase of
entvenching a less expemsive and more
efficient dictatorship—the Junker govern-
ment of Schleicher-Papen.

That the Nazis have not been defeated
is evident from the extreme caution and
cowardice with which the Reich’s gov-
ernment is treating the Fascist assas-
sins of the Communist worker Pietczuck,
a case which has rocked the whole nation
with its repercussions. In spite of its
emergency decree covering “political ex-
cesses” with special ‘““Schnellgerichte”—
courts of extraordinary, speedy action—
the murderers of the Communist worker
still remain without a trial, government
action is being delayed notwithstanding
the popular indignation aroused by the
incident.

Attitude of Hitlerism

Nor are the Hitlerites themsélves un-
couscious of their position. Immediately
affer the rupture in the negotiations, the
Fascist Goebbels wrote in the Berlin or-
gan of National-Socialism, Der Angriff:

“A dictatorship against the whole
country is impossible in the long run, no
matter how many bayonets one lias at
his disposal. We have no intention of
blurting out our plans. At any rate, we
National Socialists would be least of all
incliried to ghed tears over the shipwreck
of the negotiations. What has been
denied us last Saturday, will perhaps in
the very near future be laid Before us
pleadingly. Then it will be up to us to
post conditions.’

The Fascists are quite conscious that
they are the indispensable arm of big
vapital, that they control its only base
of operation$ in the broad masses of the
people fer the purpose of the capitalist
solution of the sharp economic and pol-
ftlicul crisis. They know that sooner or
later, the big financiers will have to re-
sort te thair putty bourgeois battallens
to stem the tide of working clags resist-
ance agalnst their attempts to “solve”
the crisis by the drastic reduction of
the standards of living of the workers,
by the strangulation of the proletarian
vanguard. They know and they are
aware that their masters know, that the
regular army of 100,000 alone will not
suffice for this purpose. The policy of
the Fascist is—the policy of watchtul
waiting. The danger of the Fascist coup

Calls for International Solidarity

At the opening of the Reichstag, Clara
Zetkin, speaking in the name of Com-
munism, called for the formation of the
extra-parliamentary united front of the
working class “without distinctions of
party, etc.”, and for demonstrations of
solidarity with the German proletariat
on the part of the international work-
ing class. Yes, the formation of the ex-
tra-parliamentary united front is the
only method of saving the German work-
ers and workers’ Russia from a fearful
catastrophe. But it is not enough to talk
about it, to veer around helplessly by
successive turns at ‘“united fronts from
below” and “with the lower tops” as the
Stalinist leadership of the C. P. G. has
been doing.

International solidarity with the Ger-
man workers in their bitter struggle—
that is the utmost task of the hour. But
for the present the foremost duty of
this international solidarity is: to bring
Ppressure upon the German party to adopt
the Leninist united front, to establish
the proletarian front by putting the leth-
argic and treacherous social democraecy
to the test. Workers, Communists, ans-
wer the call for international solidarity
with the German proletariat by demand-
ing within the party and the working
class organizations the adoption of the
Leninist line of the Left Opposition.

Youth Hold Anti-
War Meeting

September marks the eighteenth an-
niversary of the celebration of the first
International Yeuth Day as the day of
struggle agalnst capitalist war and
militarism. When the Berne conference
of the International Union of Socialist
Youth otgahizations held in 1915, sent
out the call to delnonstrate on this day
under the slogan of “war against war”,
it set aside, an international holiday of
the working youth that has grown larger
and stronger every year.

The year 1932 is no exception. The
danger of war exists In reality. ‘The
world is an armed camp, while the bur-
den of this huge militarization falls
upon the shoulders of the working class,
especially upon the broad mass of young
workers. The demonstration this year
must be larger than ever hefore.

As part of the general participation
in International Youth Day, the Young
Spartacus Club of New York is holding an
open meeting. This meeting will discuss
the various phases of the history of the
International Youth Day and the strug-
gles of the youth of the entire world.
Comrades Joe Carter and Albert Glotzer
will be the speakers, and Manny Gar-
rett, the chairman. The meeting will be
held at the Stuyvesant Casino, 2nd Ave,,

d’Etat has not been decreased by one

(Continued on page 4)

APPEAL
EOR
FUND* !

n—
Last week we informed you of the
financial emergbncy. We told you how
the Stalinists concocted the frame-up
against us in an attempt to rebuild the
erumbling walls betwegn our comjrades
and the Communist workers in the party.
Now the capitalist and socialist press
have picked up the Stalinist {frame-up
againgt us and are usipg it against the
whole Communist movement and particu-
larly against the Left Opposition.

The emergency for the Militant is not
over. The finangial condition calls for
renewed effort on the part of the Mill-
tant supporters.

In apite of the ipcrease in membehs
and sympathizers, the mass unemployed
and the low wages reduce counsidesably
the financial returns from our expanding
activity.

The Militant is the maln orgap in Am-
erica that npholds the banner of the
Bolshevik-Leninists in theery and aotion.
The suspension of The Militant, its delay,
like Iast week, when the press broke
down, or the retreat to a semi-monthly
would be a blow to the whole interna-
tional Communist movement. Unless we
are able to mect the present difficult sit-
wation our press and movement will suf-
fer. Collect funds for the Militant from
your fellow workers! Readers of The
Militant, arrange affairs for The Militant,
picnics, house parties, ete. Rush all
funds to THE MILITANT, 84 East 10th
Street, New York City.

no trust in their perfidious leaders. We

iota.

and Qth Street, on Sunday, September
4th, at 8 P. M. Admission is free.

Strike in Lancashire Mills

Big Wave of Struggle of British Workers Rising

The cotten and textile mills in Lancas-
hire district, have come to a virtual
standstill.  More than 133,000 working-
men and women engaged in the British
Textile industry have downed tools in
response to a sirike call and practieally
paralyzed one of the mainstays of the eco-
nomic life of Great Britain. The capi-
talist press states that the scope of the
strike will extend so far as to effect
the existence of more thad 10,000,000
peeple whose life depends upon the pur-
chasing power of the textile operafives.
British capitalism, astounded at the force
of this general strike is moving all its
power and influence to corral “public op-
inion”, to discredit the strike and is pre-
pared to move in with more decisive
measures if necessary.

The purpose of the strike is cstensibly
the re-instatement of 3,000 union mem-
bers who struck while the misleaders of
the British textile workers were conduct-
ing negotiations with the manufacturers
who had abrogated the general agreement,
concerning wages, hours and conditions.
The parleys came to a standstill but noth-
ing was done about the re-employment of
these three thousand workers who placed

learn, however, although it is but vaguely
stated, that there is also the question of
a 109, wage cut. The slick British labor
fakers would never permit an official
strike in sympathy with members that
have flaunted their treacherous decisions.

In the recent period there has been
more than one wage cut imposed upon

The British capitalists are desperately
trying to rationalize their industry—at
the expense of the workers—and they
have brought all their trusties into ac-
tion, the “labor government”, the labor
skates of the Hicks, Citrine stripe, in
order to prime themselves for an attack
on the world market.

We can rest assured that if the fate
of the strike is to depend upon the trade
uhion “leaders” the sell-out is a foregone
conclusion. The labor fakers who work
in ‘collusion with the bosses and their
government lackeys will drive the work-
ers back into as great a slough of misery
as the bosses desire. Already they are
rushing to “His Majesty” begging him
to assert his “royal impartiality” and to
“arbitrate” the strike. To the only ones
that can really arbitrate the strike—the
workers, who by their unflinching solid-
arity can force the bosses to yield—the
British Labor fakers have no thought of
appealing. That means ciass strug-
gle. The fakers still having nightmares
of the great general strike of 1926, are
exceedingly aware of the militancy of the
working class. What will the footstool
of the British bourgeoisie, the king who
is fed from crumbs off their table, arbi-
trate? In whose interest? The answer
is self-evident—he who pays the piper
picks the tune.

Ouly by dumping these fakers will the
strike make any progress whatsoever.
The British textile strike is one of the
big battles that is shaking the capital-
ist world today. The opportfunities for

the textile operatives, bringing their liv-

ing conditions to the rock bottom level.strikes!

Communism are mounting by leaps and
bounds. More power to the Lancashire




JOE COLBERT-LABOS ARYR

1t was back in 1927, during the great
national strike, when the coal miners of
the United States were making a gallant
tight for the preservation of their union,
that L first met Joe Colbert. That was
an early September morning when 1500
strikers had gathered at Old Ben num-
ber 15 near Wwest Frankfort, and persu-
aded the miners of that mine not to
return to work under the separate agree-
ment policy that would desert the heroic
miners of Pennsylvania and Ohio and
inevitably wreck our union. Joe was
there for the tirst time actively partici-
pating in the affairs of his union. From
then on he became a constant fighter for
a more militant union until the morning
he was assassinated by a guard from
the mine where he was employed.

Colbert had been a trip rider in the
mines and hiy missing right hand was
the credential to prove that he had goue
through the mitl. The injury left a stub
above the wrist but still his youth and
robust health permited him to work on
the conveyors of the Chicago, Wilming-
ton Franklin Coal Company.

In 1926 we elected Joe the president
of our local union, for his courage and
his constant struggle against the oper-
ators’ abuse of conditions, endeavored him
in the heart of his fellow men. Later
he served in the capacity of Financial
Secretary, then served three years as
recording secretary and Lit Committee-
man of our local in which capacity he
served until his death, Ile wuas also
Auditor of Sub-District number 9. Uni-
ted Mine Workers of America.

I had occasion to serve with Colbert
on several committees. Atting on our
local unions resolution committee for
the International Convention held last
January Colbert stood by a militant
program and led the fight for the re-
cognition of the Soviet Union and against
the Criminal Syndicalism law. Some of
the most constructive resolutions, num-
bering 36 in all, were presented to the
International Convention by our delega-
tion. Colbert collaborated with me in
the preseuntation of these resolutions.
During the district scale committee nego-
tiations we were delegates and side by
side w¢ fought fgor an energetic program
of struggle against the fakers within
our union and the coal operators.

During my expulsion from the United
Mine Workers of America for my activ-
ities in the National Miners Union Col-
bert almost single handed struck Orient
number 1 in solidarity with Mine 2,
over an equal division of work. The
strike took place during the rank and
file movement in which Colbert played
a constructive part. Colbert and Ans-
bury held the strike intact for weeks.
And not until the operators had brought
into play the Federal government, which
arrested every active foreign-born miner
were they able to break the strike for
which seven Communists are now facing
long prison sentences on the charges
of violating the Crimial Syndicalist laws.

Colbert had become known throughout
the mining regions. His courage, tenac-
ity and leadership had developed thou-
sands of friends throughout the coal
flelds of the state. At the same time he
had aroused the enmity of the coal op.
erators and their agents—the fakers
within the Unite Mine Workers of Am-
erica.

A Fateful Conversation

Returning home from the Benld con-
ference of a week ago, where Colbert and
I had again acted as delegates from our
local union, we stopped at a filling station
on the outskirts of West Frankfort. There
we observed James Sutton Company
guards with shot-gun in hand. The fol-
lowing interesting conversation took place
betsveen Joe and the mine guard.

‘‘Where are you going with that?”
Joe queried.

“Goin’ to look for rabbits”, was the
cynical reply.

“] assume that there will be plenty
around here pretty soon”. Joe asserted.

“What are you fellows going to do?”,
the killer asked.

“We are going to strike every mine
in Illinois until they give us an honest
count.” Joe countered.

“Well, you fellows better not come
out there,” was the threatening re-
joinder of the gunman.

“We will be out there in spite of all
your army, there is nobody going to tell
the Illinois miners to work under con-
ditions that they never had an opportun-
ity to decide upon”, were Joe's last re-
marks as we went on.

The following morning deputy sheriffs
arrested me and threw me into the
county jail along with a student body
that I was accompanying. 7That night 1
was released and the following conversa-
tion took place between myself and the
stutes attorney:

“You had beter not stay at home to-
night”, stated the S. A.

“Who is to tell me where I am to
go and where to stay?

“Well, I am merely telling you what
I know, they are going to kill you and
some other leaders of this movement if
you do not watch yourself”, said the
S, A

“This industrial war could not be any
worse than a military war; if war was
declared 1 would not be consulted as to
whether I would go or not, therefore
I refuse to be told what I shall do in
a fight that determines the very life of
thousands of my men”, I answered.

“At any rate, I am telling you what
1 know,” was the answer.

“Very well, since you, as the leading
authority in this county tell me that my
ilfe is in danger I demand a permit to
carry a gun for my protection,” he replied.

“Can’'t do that, I am disarming peo-
ple,” was the last response of the state’s
attorney.

Threats Fulfilled

The next morning I learn that the
threats were not bluffs. Joe was mur-
dered with a full shot-gun lead right
through his heart. Joe had gotten wup
ecarly and was busily engaged picking
mushrooms in teh pasture near his home.
He was accompanied by his father who
had gone out to stake a cow. At 15
minutes of six, an open touring car ap-
peared, the driver got out and called for
Joe. Joe turned and started toward
them. He no doubt recognized the three
men in the car. When he arrived ten
feet from the car, the gunman opened fire
shattering his manly chest piercing his

heart. Joe died almost instantly with a
faint smile. . .
Joe’s wife, Frankie ran out on her

porch and the killers laughed openly in
her face as her husband lay crumbled
to earth

The murder of Colbert by the gun.
man of the coal operators is part of the
program of the Lewis-Walker-Edmundson
combine in the attempt to force
a wage cut down the throat of the Ill-
incis coal miners. They feared Colbert
because of his bravery and influence. It
was necessary in their desperation to
stop the rank and file movement from
taking hold of the union for the move-
ment threatens to engulf them forever
for the miners—therefore desperate men
use desperat tactics.

The death of Joe Colbert will be
avenged.We, the militant miners of Ill-
inois, pledged in mass funeral of 15,000
strong that we will carry the fight to the
bitter end. Joe Colbert is dead but the
things that he fought for will be real-
ized as long as there is a breath of life
left in the militant working class move-
ment.

—GERRY ALLARD.
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The »Farmers Holiday»

(Continued from page 1)

today as was the case in the past when
Pepper, as a representative of the Right-
Center bloc, lost the Communist move-
ment into opportunism with his two-
class party idea.

The crisis is throwing upon the sur-
face new layers of rebels. These new
layers crystalize around issues of imme.
diate demands at hand. The Bonus
March was a typical example of this.
The Bonus Army with the exception of
the minority Left wing, was a force
made up of patriotic Americans, “Loyal
Americans”, who wanted relief from
mass hunger and starvation. The Gov-
ernment answer to their cry for bread
with bullets shifted the “army” and many
of its sympathizers to the Leit, and away
from their patriotism.

The farmers’ strike follows this new
trail, but throws to the surface an en-
tirely different layer of ‘“enemies” of
capitalism. The reorganization of agri-
culture—to coordinate it with industry—
by the American imperialists pushed
the farmers forward into struggle. Their
outlook on property relations warps this
movement, restricts it to a struggle at-
tempting to hold in check the concentra.
tion and centralization of wealth. They
want to turn the wheels of industry
backward.

Workers’ Strike and Farmers’ Strike

When the workers. strike it is a blow
against capitalism, at the basic contra-
dictions of the system, a blow at the
relation of the exploiting machine owner
and the exploited producing wage slaves.
But the farmers’ strike turns on a dif-
ferent axis. The farmers strike does not
unearth the same relationship to the
basic contradictions of .capitalism. The
farmers’ strike reweals the relationship
of a section of the petty-bourgeoisie, the
farmers, fighting another section of the
capitalists who have monopolized the
avenues between production and distri-
bution. The workers solution is for-
ward to the social revolution. The “solu-
tign” of the farmers is an attempt to
check the march of industry, to turn the
wheels backward. This does not mean
that we reject the farmers’ struggles as
reactionary. It means that it is doomed
at the start to certain limitations and.
must be supported in this light, as an
auxiliary struggle in the class struggle

|
!

Recent advances have been registered
by the League in several directions. This
is first of all due to our campaign for a
Bolshevik policy in the present fateful
situation of the German proletariat and
our fight against the pacifist anti-war
masquerade. Support in the party and
Communist sympathetic ranks has came
forward. Comrade Pappas issued his
open letter, which has already been
printed in these columns, and aroused
considerable discussion. His arbitrary
expulsion has resulted in protest by sev-
eral New York party units. Our mem-
bers have distributed a total of 30,000
leaflets on the German situation.

How Regime Reacts

The attitude of the party regime, cul-
minating in the dastardly frame-up
against us, intended to squelch this wave
of support, has already proven to have
the contrary effect. Quite a few new
sympathizers to the Left Opposition have
come forward. We do not mention names
in this connection for very good reasons
but some of these new sympathizers have
influential positions in the party and its
auxiliary organizations.

Some of this sympathy is expressed in
letters sent to the office directly or to
individual members. We quote a part of
one such typical letter sent to a New
York comrade: “The minute I read that
story of the street meeting in the Daily
Worker, I, of course, knew that it really
was not so. I spoke that same day to
two other party members who work in
my shop and they also agreed that it
could not be so. We do not know you so
well but anyway we would not believe
this, it has just so much surer to us that
we must study this question of the Trot-
sky program. This we will do and we
wish you success for your ideas.”

During the recent few weeks we have
received ample proof that the Left Op-
position views on the present vital work-
ing class issues have penetrated deeper
into the party .and its- sympathizers’
ranks considerable sections having re-
gistered a response, wanting to know,
wanting to discuss. Secondly due to this
the party leadership has become compel-
led to engage in somewhat of a discussion

against the capitalists. Not a struggle
on an equal basis with the workers’;
struggle, as indicated by the slogan of
“Workers and Farmers Government”, but'
as a struggle of allies in the fight of
the workers to overthrow capitalism.

The Middle Class in the Crisis

Large sections of the middle class have
already been ruined by the crisis and the
attempted reorganization of American
industry by the financiers. The farmer,
as a section of this class, has been in a
permanent crisis. The financiers have
already won a section of the “new” mid-
dle class as flunkies. Not so with thel
farmes, who will fight to the end. It
is not correct to contend that the im-.
perialists have won the middle class as
a whole to their side, nor is it correct
to say the middle class will not survive
this crisis. The problem is many-sided
and not so simple. The whole middle
class is divided and moving in many
directions and no solution of their pro-
blems can be expected under capitalism
and particularly from the leaders of
the middle class. As allies of the pro-
letariat, they are of va|ue to the further,
development of society. !

1

This new farmers struggle is on an en-
tirely different plane when compared to
the struggles of the former centuries.

The struggle against capitalism in
Amerlca is the struggle of the workers,
industrial and agrarian, black and white,
etec. The farmers must be used as al-
lies. The Communist workers must
guard against the Stalinist attempt to
elevate the farmers’ strike above its
proper level in the class struggle. The
Stalinists attempt to elevate the farm-
ers’ strike to the same level of the work.
ers’ struggle against capitalism must be
rejected, if we are to approach the pro-
blems of the farmers with a correct
Marxian policy.

—H. O.
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EXCHANGE OFFER

This is a notice to all and sundry
that we are willing to open negotiations
with the lucky holders of those works of
comrade Trotsky that are out of print,
or rare, etc., on the basis of an exchange
of our current stocks for these rare
works. We are particularly anxious to
get copies of Democracy versus Dictator.
ship; Lessons of October; OQur Revolu-
tionary Lessons: Comrades who have
spare copies—name your price and let
us bargain. Or if you know where we
can get these works please let us know

as, for example, in its recent New Year
meeting on Germany and the discussion
on “Trotskyism” now to be taken up in
the Y. C. L. Thirdly, that the bureau-
cratic regime has become alarmed and
become frantic is well illustrated in its
attempts at physical retaliation, and base
frame-up method.

PROSPECTS FOR DULUTH

The results of the successful mass
meetings and anti-war demonstration in
Duluth are excellent for further organi-
zation work for the Communist League.
After the meeting previously reported in
the Militant, the Party held an anti-war
meeting at Court House Square recently
in which we publicly advertised that we
would participate. For this reason, all
the speakers turned their guns on the
Left Opposition, the meeting turned
into an anti-Trotsky revival. We refused
to be provoked, expect when one embold-
ened bureaucrat said, “I challenge com-
rade Bloomberg to come up here and
deny this!” Bloomberg immediately ac-
cepted the challenge and moved to the
platform. ‘No, no”, shouted the speaker
in regret, “we don’t want to hear what
you got to say!” “Why did you invite
me?” asked Bloomberg simply and the
crowd roared.

We issued a challenge to the Party,
the following day to a debate on the
question of their base slander that Trot-
sky is an enemy of the working class.
1200 workers came down to the square.
This was one of the biggest mass meet-
ings held on the streets of Duluth in
recent times. This turnout  decisively
proves that the workers and especially
the Left wing do want to know the truth
about the struggle of Trotsky and the
Left Opposition. What they want to
know especially is how this relates with
the day to day struggle of the working
class. And this we were prepared to
tell them.

The party bureaucrats had organized a
squad of hecklers and even hoped to be
able to capture the platform. But we
hit every attempt squarely on the nose
by exposing their tactics before the work-
ers present. The workers understood
the reactionary role the Party plays in
organizing to break up meetings, and
create disturbances and in mass threat-
ened the individual party hoodlums to
be quiet or go home. When a vote was
put whether to go on with the meeting or
not, a forest of hands voted yes, and a
solitary hand voted no. The hoodlums
feared to vote lest it would be construed
as “participation” in our meeting. From
that time on the din lessened. ‘“What is
your program?”’ ghouted a YCLer. “That
is exactly what we are here to explain,
we answered, and proceeded to our pro-
gram of unity of the working class as
a whole on the basis of the united front,
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and of the Communist party on the basis
of Marxism-Leninism.

The party was decisively defeated in
their attempt at disruption, but we were
not able on this night to complete our
speaking program. We therefore an-
nounced our third and concluding mass
meeting for the following night, where
about 800 workens assembled and listened
attentively to our message. Comrade
Avrin spoke on the Washington massacre.
Comrade Bloomberg related the history
and problems of the Left Opposition.
Comrade Cowl gave the united front pol-
icy of the League in the organization of
the Unemployed. The Party members
this time listened without making a
peep. Only once Gardner shouted : “Look
what a jackass Bloomberg is making of
himself”. The speaker snapped right
back : “After your performance last night,
there is no doubt in anybody’s mind who
is the jackass!” The crowd laughed
their appreciation. A number of new
party members and sympathizers asked
serious questions after the program and
discussed before the crowd until after
eleven which is a late hour in this town.

The methods we used in handling the
I’arty members were completely vindic-
ated by the results we obtained. What
remains to be done however is some in-
tensive organization work in Duluth
with the view of organizing a branch,
a youth group and possibly an auxiliary.
The Minneapolis comrades who have been
organizing the work in Duluth will en-
deavor to follow up in an effort to estab-
lish a firm foundation for the Left Op-
position in Duluth.

—CARL COWL.

MINNEAPOLIS.—

Some time ago the Minneapolis “Farm-
er-Labor” Mayor appointed an unemploy-
ment relief committee composed of eity
politicians, businessmen and a sprinkling
of “workers’ representatives.”Among the
latter were our comrade C. R. Hedlund,
of course given this “honor” without the
least effort to obtain his ‘consent or even
to inform him before the appointment
became public. The fact that the Farm-
er-Labor mayor should hit upon the idea
of including Hedlund among his appoint-
ed committee is in itself an enormous
tribute to our comrade. In inverted

form it is a recognition of the fact that
his loyal and devoted efforts at the head
of numerous rank and file revolts against
corrupt union officials, against opportun-
ist Farmer-Labor Party politicians as
well as in strike movements, has earned
for him the deep respect and confidence
of the Minneapolis workers.

The question of comrade Hedlund's
acting on such a committee, however, was
an entirely different matter and he did

not delay in completely dissociating him-
gelf from it in conformity with our
League policy. The Farmer-Labor Party
administration in the first place attained
to its position largely due its promises
for unemployment relief. After being
elected it did exactly the same as its
capitalist predecessors, a few miserable
charity crumbs, even sponsoring a new
innovation in the form of forced labor
of the umemployed. The sprinkling of
workers' representatives on the commit-
tee was designated only to give the work-
ing class stamp of approval to their dis-
gusting =chemes. Comrade Hedlund in
his statement of dissociation from the
commitee made this clear, declared his
complete lack of confidence in such a
committee of city politicians and busi-
nessmen and demanded serious action for
unemployment relief.

Comrade Hedlund stated that there
must be immediate governmental relief—
a system of unemployment insurance—
the six hour workday without reduction
of pay for those employed. Comrade
Hedlund also pointed to the necessity of
large scale credits to be extended to
the Soviet Union, together with demands
corresponding to the local sitnation in
the city.

This our comrade declared that he
would continue to fight for as a
member of the Left Opposition but he

added the one question which is assum-
ing growing importance with every day
passing by. He reitirated the imperative
need of a united working class front in
the struggle for unemployment relief, in-
cluding with the revolutionary forces
also the trade unions and workers’ poli-
tical organizations. This is the way to
put the Farmer-Labor Party politicians
to the test before the eyes of those work-
ers who may still retain confidence in
them.

—

Unemployed Activity in Retrospect

Three milestones mark the party’s
course in its unemployment work since
Browder, a little more than a year ago,
turned the helm away from the fight for
unemployment insurance and set the
course for immediate relief, to the ex-
clusion of every revolutionary demand.
These are: Browder's pronouncements in
the Daily Worker of March 6 and 12,
1931, the T U U L - N E C resolution ad-
opted in Pittsburgh on October 3 and 4,
1931, and now the Proposed Draft Pro-
gram of Fighting Methods and Organiza-
tion Forms of the Unemployed Councils.
These are the theoretical fruits of the
course which has led into the opportun.
ist swamp.

It will be remembered that February
25, 1931 marked the close of a year's
nation-wide, fighting demonstrations for
unemployment insurance under the lead-
ership of the Communist party. Febru-
ary 25 marked a tremendous decline in
the influence of the Comunist party over
the masses, insofar as its unemployment
work was concerned. In the March 6th,
1930 demonstrations the party claimed
a million and a quarter workers. In
the February 25th, 1931 demonstrations
it claimed only four hundred thousand.
That both figures were grossly exagger-
ated goes without saying. But that the
decline was great is equally true.

The great loss in influence, at a time
when the crisis was deepening and the
struggle against it should have been
rising to greater heights and embracing
broader masses of workers, presented the
Stalinists with the necessity of making
a turn. Marxists would have begun
with an examination of their past pol-
icies to find in them the ‘cause of their
failure. Not so the Stalinists. The cor-
nerstone of their faith is the dogma that
the line is correct. To doubt it is
heresy.

To Browder was enfrusted the ideolo-
gical legerdemain of pronouncing a turn,
yet absolving the previous line of any
suspicion of error. fThis he sought to
accomplish in a series of two articles
in the Daily Worker (March 6 and 12,
1931), under the tile: On the organiza-

tion of Relief Work by Unemployed
Councils.
The Turn
Browder called for the creation of

food collection committees “to get food
from the larger capitalists and corpora-
tions of the locality, particularly in
those institutions where the unemployed
were formerly at work.” Anticipating
failure for this idiotic nonsense, Browder
provided: “When the committee iy un-
able to get food from the corporations
and large capitalists, they shall then
begin to golicit small merchants and
petty bourgeoisie generally, calling upon
these elements at the same time to join
the Unemployed Council in demanding
relief from the government treasuries and
in demanding unemployment insurance
nationally.”

Under the leadership of Browder and
Co. the movement was plunged into sys-
tematic, organized beggary. It became a
fish-wife haggling with the charities over
pennies. The revolutionary link Dbe-
tween the day-to-day, reform demands
and the revolutionary goal was cast off
like so much unnecessary ballast.

On the key questions of policy: of un-
iting the employed and ullemployefl
workers, and working out broad organi-
zational forms to include workers of all
shades of opinion, regardless of their
political affiliations; the success or fail-
ure to attain which is the measure of
every unemployment program, Browder
was silent. He let his readers infer that
as with the line, so with its results in
these essential questions.

“Two steps backward in order to make
one step forward,” said a worker, mis-
quoting Lenin. Browder’s directives were
{he first step backward on the road which
has led inexorably to the opportunist
swamp where the movement is bogged.

The T U UL N E C Resolution

Contrary to the Stalinists’ expectations
the pursuit of this policy, the orientation
of the movement on relief, the relega-
tion of unemployment insurance to the
background, the failure to organize a
fighting movement of a shorter working
day, for credits to the Soviet Union, did
not see the unemployed councils “grow
and stabilize themselves as powerful or-
ganizations.” They continued to be weak
and ineffectual instruments embracing
only unemployed workers, and only
workers sympathetic to Communism.
With the exception of Chicago and sev-
eral other cities they took no deep root
in the masses.

By October the failure of the new
turn was apparent to all. Time had de-
monstrated its bankruptey. Yet the T.
U. U. L-N E C resolution of October 3rd
and 4th affirmed the correctness of the
line: “The present developments do not
require a change in policy of the T U
U L.”

That this whitewash was meant to
apply to the unemployment policy as well
as the trade union policy is evident from
the text of the resolution. Our readers
can find this monument of confusion and
distortion in the files of the Daily Work.
er. It was published as a supplement to
the issue of November 11, 1931.

The unemployed and “red union” move-
ments are conceived in this document as
separate movements. This marks a re-
treat from the previous policy of the
party which confined the unemployed
councils to the organizational control of
the T U U L.This is a necessary step
toward establishing the correct base for
a broad movement for unemployment re-
lief.

But the party has made the division
a formal one. In its resolution it posed
the question of uniting the uncm-
ploved movement with the ‘“red union”
movement. This is fundamentally incor-
rect. It iz not at all a question of un-
iting the two movements but of building
one united movement of employed and
unemployed workers. This must be a
broad movement, much broader than the
as yet weak “red union” movement. It
must embrace, in the first place, the or-
ganized labor movement. This means the
A. F. of L. unions.

In the question of the organizational
forms the resolution made no advance
over the party's previous narrow con.
ception of the united front as applied to
the unemployed councils. The united
front projected in the resolution is es-
sentially a united front of unorganized,
unemployed workers.
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Greece

The economic crisis has been sharply
aggravated in Greece, drawing in its
wake the depreciation of the drachma,
raising the prices of commodities and
consequently the weakening of the con-
sumers’ power.

Since most of the public works in
Greece are controlled by foreign enter-
prises and due to the difficulties the
Greek government has had in paying its
foreign debts, the work has ceased and
the workers have been thrown into the
army of the unemployed. The consequ-
ences of the crisis strike directly or in-
directly at the workers, the poor peasant
and sections of the petty bourgeoisie as
well, who can no longer accept the im-
possible living conditions which have
surpassed all extremes.

Great Social and Revolutionary
Straggles Ahead

Already in the months of May and
June Greece has seen in the principle
centers the upsurge and the rising of
masses of workers. Unfortunately they
are far from being organized and led by
the Communist Party.

During the strike of the letter car-
riers, the railroad workers of Macedonia,
the tobacco workers of Patras and the
workers of Cavalla, they have shown
that the proletariat is not only disposed
not to tolerate the bourgeoisie repres.
sion but also that it does not fear to
fight to stay the worsening of its situa-
tion and obtain better living conditions.

The workers have also shown that if
they remained outside of the movement
for the counter offensive to the bour-
geois offensive, it was because they lacked
a powerful vanguard, the forces of the
working class being divided and having
no guarantee of a unified force for suc-
cess,

The Greek Bolshevik-Leninists believe
it impossible that this movment will not
have gigantic repercussions in other
branches of industry and agriculture
and that this agitation will not become
more energetic and more general. They
are issuing the slogan of transforming
this movement into a general strike of
a political- character.

The Greek comrades of the Left Op-
position are preparing for struggle. But
what is the Communist party doing?
What are its perspectives, its slogans and
its prepaations? What is it doing to
apply the methods of struggle which cor-
respond to reality?

The organization of Bolshevik-Leninists
(Archio.Marxists) consequent upon its
Marxist positions, after having examined
the organizational situation of the work-
ers has come to the conclusion that the
working class needs firm organs of strug-
gle, applying the slogan of the united
front. This is explained in the follow-
document, an appeal to the Greek work-
ers.

“AN APPEAL TO THE COMMUNISTS
AND TO THE WORKING CLASS

“The workers can neither be mobilized
nor can they struggle when their ranks
are divided. The need for unified strug-
gle and for unity is making itself more
and more felt in the consciense of the
workers and becomes more and more
imperative. The application of the tac-
tic of the united front is the only guar-
antee for the suceess of the mass strug-
gle of the workers. Our organization has
advanced the slogan that the united front
must embrace all workers' organizations
independently of their political concepts,
and the largest possible masses. Because
of this, we consider that the only organ
which will assume the leadership of the
struggle must arise from the heart of the
working class. With the present trade
union which has so few workers and
with the manifold political influences
which predominate in the organization ;
the one excluding or restricting the ex-
istence of the other in the same union,
fwe cannot guarantee that they will lead
the present struggle successfully.

“Only in the small number of unions
led by the Archio-Marxists does prole-
tarian democracy exist. Our organiza-
tion proposes the convocation of a Work-
ers’ Congress in every city where re-
presentatives elected by the factories and
industries will participate. In the branch-
es whete no industries exist, representa-
tives of each trade can be elected.

“The unemployed workers, organized
into districts, are to delegate their own
representatives. This Congress will
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The Home Stretch

Do our Militant Buillders remember
that the comrade who stands highest in
the staff at the end of the month receives
a copy of Max Eastman’s biography of
comrade Trotsky, Portrait of a Youth?
Very little time is left. A last spurt,
comrades, to go over the top with a
bang as they say in the sporting columns
of the capitalist press.

NEW BUNDLE ORDERS

For some time now we have been
watching the Chicago branch send in
new bundle orders. New York occasion.
ally adds one or two. But in Chicago
they go at it hammer and tongs. We
have an idea that it is principally due
to the driving force of that unparalleled
literature agent out there that bears the
name, Sacharow. Readers of this column
will see her name near the top or at
the top of every drive or contest we
conduct.

A number of new orders are coming in
of their own accord, so to speak. fThis
is a good sign. But it indicates that
we are not realizing all that can be done
in this direction. From which we draw
the conclusion: to work. All those in
favor get busy and send in new bundle

elect a council of representatives which
will undertake the leadership of the
workers’ struggles, strikes, the fight
against unempioyment, for political and
trade union treedom and will head the
working class in the counter-offensive
against the bourgeoisie.

These representative councils of all
Greece will have to elect a central or-
ganization for the leadership of the
whole struggle. The councils are to con-
stitute the highest form of the united
tront, in which each political fraction ot
the working class movement will have
the right to express its viewpoint on the
basis of proletarian democracy and will
at the same time be submitted to the
aiscipline and resolutions of the ‘council
adopted by the majority.

“the councils are to be renewed at
eacn Congress, which will be called as
often as possible.

“To prepare for this Congress, our or-
ganization proposes the creation of a
committee from the existing trade un-
ions, which will concern itself with the
arganization of the Congress and other
details of the election of representatives.
T'his committee will convoke the Con
gless on the following platform.

1. “Adaptation of wages to the high
cost of living.

Abolition ot arbitrary dismissals
and rehiring of all licensed work-
ers.

Unemployment subsidies equal to
wages—abolition of armaments.
Social insurance at the expense of
the bosses and the government.
Protection of women and children
workers.

7 hour day without wage cuts.
“Adoption of working class legis-
lation.

Equal salary for workers of both
sexes,

Abolition of indirect taxation—
inorease of tax on capital.
Annulment of the public debt.
Abolition of debts of refugees and
poor peasants.

General amnesty — Abolition of
special laws of counter-revolutinary
suppression.

Political liberty (of press,
speech, organizations and meet-
ings.)

“14. Trade union freedom.

“15. Abolition of laws for the use of

the army against strikers, against

Communists—abolition of resolu-
tions for the dissolution of uniens.

No organization which considers itself
proletarian can refuse to collaborate on
this platform.

These problems are faced by the work-
ers: they realize the necessity of fighting
for thlieir solution because they stand at
the basis of their existence; they are
questions which preoccupy them inde-
pendently of their political opinions.

These councils, higher than parties,
higher than factions, than dissenting
groups and groupings, will be capable of
uniting masses of workers for common
action.

“Comrades and fellow-workers:

"2,

*10.
11,

“12.

*13.

tolerable for us. Every day we are
plunged deeper into poverty.

“The bourgeoisie causes and will con-
tinue to cause all the weight of the crisis
to fall upon us; the needs of the strug-
gle demand the creation of a united front
of city and farm workers having as its
organ the council of delegates elected by
the Congress.

“In loyalty to its principles and obliga-
tions, the Bolshevik-Leninist organization
will work on this basis with all its
powers for the realization of a workers’
united #ont and for the success of the
Congress which will eleet the council of
delegates. Long live the workers’ uni-
ted front!

“For the expulsion of the bourgeois
offensive!

“For political and trade union rights!

“For the struggle against dictatorship
off the bourgeoisie and for the installation
of the proletarian dictatorship!”

The Greek Opposition is advancing the
slogan of workers’ and peasants’ Councils
while silence and inertia prevail in the
C. P. which continues to practice its
tactic of disintegration. Our comrades
have been working for the establishment
of a committee of temporary councils
and are moving toward this goal through
the trade unions.

This temporary committee of councils
on June 22 called an enlarged meeting
at which 1700 workers participated; they
voted for its resolution to undertake ac-
tion for general amnesty, etc.

It was decided to maintain the tem-
porary committee, which stands under
the leadership of the Left Oppositionists.

Belgium

The splendid miners’ strike is continu-
ing. The reformist lcaders are con-
tinuing their maneuvers to destroy it.
Our comrades, particularly in the Char-
leroi region, continue to lead the strug-
gle in the front line. Five comrades,
among them Lesoil, are still imprisoned
at Mons. Nevertheless, La Voix Com.-
muniste, the Opposition’s paper, now ap-
pears every week and sells five thousand
copies, in spite of the police persecutions.

The influence of our comrades is grow-
ing. The workers place more and more
confidence in them and in the leadership
they give in the struggle. The infamous
slanders of the Stalinists are shattered
in the face of this reality, on which
every proletarlan in Belgium c¢an lay
his hands. Immediately below is the
latest bulletin on the situation, which
appeared August 12 in La Voix Commun.
iste:

Wednesday, August 12—Since a consi.
derable section of the Limbourg miners,
who have regathered their forces and
gone back into the struggle side by side
with the miners from the other basins,
has gone out on strike again, the strike
has become general throughout the
country. ‘The new important develop-
ment of the week is the fact that the
leaders of the Belgian Labor Party, of
the Trade Union Commission and of

“HEach day the situation grows more
and more serious. Life is growing in-

the Trade Union Federation have openly
pronounced themselves against the gen-
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solidarity with the miners.

This threat of a general strike, which
the bosses and government dread, has
been dispelled for the moment. Con-
sequently the ministry has been able to

ed the convocation of the mixed com-
mission useless; in addition, the coal
bosses failed to reply to the summons.

The bosses’ attitude is significant: they
have at their disposal the police, militia,
the army, the tribunals—to defeat the
strikers; and in addition, the leaders of
the Belgian Labor Party and the syndi.
calists to keep the workers of other in-
dustries from solidarity with the miners,
they count in this way, on putting an
end to the miners’ resistance.

But the miners are firm, in spite of the
difficult conditions under which they are
struggling; they are alone against the
bloc of bosses, the government and the
reformist leaders, united In the com-
mon will not to let the miner carry off
the victory; but the miners are resolved
to. continue the strike, which they do not
regard as useless and aimless, because
they want to prove their determination
to end the regime of famine which was
imposed on them before strike.

Harder than ever must the miners ex-
pend all their efforts, in order to spread
their movement to other industries, de-
spite the trade union leaders.

This is the condidtion that must be
realized to win a speedy and decisive vic-
tory over the bosses and government
which, terrified by the general strike,
retreated; but they are only awaiting
the miners’ defeat to begin their attacks
against the whole mass of workers once
more.

Spain

Not only was the Azana government
not ignorant of the plans for a military
coup d’Etat but underhandedly toler-
ated them. The abortive ‘revolution”
of the Spanish bourgeoisie really
is supported by the landlords and the
cadres of the old regime; it is massacr-
ing and imprisoning the workers. The
reaction of the popular masses to the
hated militarists has been growing po-
werfully. It has even reached their ac-
complices in the Azana government.

At Barcelona our comrades of the
Opposition immediately issued a leaflet
which they distributed in thousands of
copies, amd held very successful open
air meetings. As soon as the authorities
got word of this comrades Fersen and
Robles were arrested.

Our comrades’ leaflet declares:
government has made use of the rebels
(Monarchists) as agents of repression
against the proletariat, strengthening the
former and weakening the latter. Faith-
ful to its conduct, the government,
which is not in the least embarrassed
by legal considerations when it is a ques-
tion of imprisoning and deporting work-
ers, involves the law to leave the generals
unpunished. But the working class
will not allow this, and, forming its uni-
ted front, will demand the firing squad
for the generals and the arming of the

“The

eral strike and also agalnst expressing

people to struggle against reaction.”

reply to the journalists that it consider-;

In the present crucial battle of the
Illinois miners one question stands out
of decisive importance for the future of
the American labor movement. It is the
question of life or death to the last
solidly organized section of the miners
union in the soft coal territory. But it
is so especially by virtue of the fact
that we are here concerned with a basic
industry, once well organized, and a un-
ion, once attaining to a high degree of
militancy, composed entirely of basic pro-
letarians as separate and distinct from
the skilled strata of which most of the
at present remaining unions are com-
posed. In view of the enormous retreats
made by the existing trade unions on
every field, both in regard to loss of
wages and working conditions as well as
in loss of organized strength, this
Ellinois miners battle becomes decisive
for the future.

It becomes decisive in more respects
than one; but particularly by what is
already clearly indicated, that a victory
in this strike must necessarily open up
a new chapter laying the basis for an
entirely new method and practice of un-
ionism. It must be a final and complete
separation from corrupt, treacherous
practices of the past and from corrupt
officialdom.

A mere victory on the wage proposi-
tion with union conditions and leader-
ship remaining as before would at best
be only a short truce to be utilized for
preparation of new betrayals.

Union Future Hangs in Balance

This strike has gone beyond the bounds
of a mere ordinary shut down. There
are virtual armies arrayed with mass
picketing on a scale never witnessed be-
fore. There is additional importance
in the miners being the very spearhead
of workers resistance against the wage
cut onslaughts, and in the double ob-
jective of their fight—to also decisively
defeat the wreckers from within. It is
a struggle of gigantic proportions.

The future of the Illinois miners un-
ion now hangs in the balance. To esti-
mate its prospect it will be well to note
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Some Experiences of the lllinois Miner's
Struggle and the Policy of the Communists

simultaneously on strike under the ban-
ner of thypr independent union, and the
fllinois miners were in revolt against
the U. M. W. of A. officials. Our united
front propesal to be organized through a
conference cf these sections was rejected
by the official party. Now such a step
is becoming an ever more pressing duty.

We can go back further into the his-
tory of developments. At the time of
the Illinois miners break with the Lewis
administration, cleverly utilized by the
Fishwick-Walker-Howatt combination, we
warned against any false illusions toward
this combination but at the same time
emphasizing the need of the Left wing
continuing the struggle within this mass
movement. The official party pursued
the opposite course and isolated its
forces from the movement and from the
union. '

There was a repetition in the revolt
following shortly after headed by the
Edmonson forces. Once again a mass
movement, though practically leaderless,
a new opportunity. The course pursued
by the Left Oppositionists in participat-
ing in that movement and to point toward
the right direction for the future is now
bearing its fruits. The Left Opposition
Communists has now all the prospects
for, and is taking shape as a force in
reality, fighting for a correct direction
to the present gigantic movement. The
official party policy of boycott of mass
revolts not entirely controlled by it has
led it to its present fatal isolation from
the Illinois miners.

This can be repaired still; but only by

the official party leadership rectifying
its mistakes and changing its attitude

and policy. The course, which it must
adopt has been very clearly indicated by
the position we have taken. The correct-
ness of this position has been fully vin-
dicated by the event. 'The logic of the
party position adds only one additional
sad commentary further reinforcing this
lesson.

The present Illinois miners struggle
must start a new chapter in the history

some of the experience of the past, and
particularly the all important question of
policy pursued by the revolutionists. In
this respect a comparison of the views
advanced by the Left Opposition and the
policy and practice of the official Com-
munist party will prove illuminating.
The Illinois miners do not stand alone.
There are sections in rebellion against
the U. M. W. of A. administration in ev-
ery field, some having already definitely
split away. The question of fature unity
of these sections, as a temporary measure,
at least a united front on minimum ob-
jectives, is still a crucial one. It was
therefore completely in accord with the
fundamental principles of working class
interest and proceeding from a basis of
revolutionary policy that we, at the time
of the Pennsylvania-Ohio miners strike of
last year urged a united front of these
various sections to fight for their common
immediate objective. The Pennsylvania-
QOhio miners struck under the banner of
the party controlled National Miners

Union. The West Virginia miners were
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The New York Marme Worke in Revl Agalst the Sllmst Bureaucrts

The revolt against the Stalinist bu-
reaucracy and their wrong policies ir
throwing up layer after layer of Com-
munist workers who no longer intend
to keep silent while the party and the
industrial unions flounder in opportun-

ism and adventurism. The following
statement issued by J. Johannessen, mem-
ber of the National Buro of the M. W.
I. U,, shows how deep the fight against
the corrupt Stalinist regime has pene-
trated. In all sections of the party and
its auxiliary organizations these strug-
gles against the opportunist policies and
bureaucratic methods are springing up.
Many of these struggles are in the be-
ginning process.

Unless these comrades are able to trace
these surface sores to the cause, the
Communist movement and the Marxian
wing will not gain by the first steps
against the Stalinist revisionist. An in-
creased number of these workers are
tracing these errors to the source and
are moving toward the Left Opposition,
realizing that the policy of the Bolshevik-
Leninist faction is the only policy that
has gone to the root of the matter and
stands on the Marxian principles.

Entirely too many of these Commun-
ist workers drop by the wayside. Some
take a back seat in the party and keep
silent, others drop out in diigust, others
who have not assimilated the funda-
mentalg of Marxism move either to the
camp of the socialists or the syndicalists

The methods of Stalinism in the In-
dustrial Unions play in the hands of the
Syndiecalist, while their general political
strategy has rearmed the Social-Dem-

- oorats.

For the past period the policies and
action of the Stalinist fin the Marine
Workers have played into the hands of
the syndicalists. Many of the most ac-
tive syndicalists on the waterfront are
former members of the M. W. I. U. who
left or were driven out by the Stalinist
policies which the workers have confused
with Communism, with Marxism.

The main danger that the present
struggle against the Stlinists ‘in the
Marine Workers Industrial Union must

guard against is the relapse into the
camp of syndicalism., That is not the
solution to Stalinism. The policies of
the Left Opposition, the Marxian pol-

icy, is the only remedy.

orders; or go around to the stand that! FELLOW SEAMEN:

already carry the Militant and increase’
their orders,

The ship owners shifted the burden of
the present crisis on to the shoulders of

the marine workers. Wages of the sea-
men have been cut down gradually to as
low as thirty dollars per month for A.
B.s. The two-watch system has been
reestablished on many ships. Crews
have been cut about thirty percent Work-
aways are the order of the day. Long-
shoremen and all other categories of
marine have received similar treatment.
Complete lay-offs and part-time work is
wide spread in the industry. In New
York harbor alone there are twenty
thousand seamen “on the beach’

What has our union the M. W. I. U,
done to fight these attacks of the bosses
on our standard of living? Has the un-
ion ever made any serious efforts to give
honest efficient leadership to the marine
workers? The anwser must be no. It
has not. Therefore we must examine the
history of the American marine industry
of the last three years and also the his-
tory of the union. Thus we will be able
to find the reason why the union failed
to carry its self-appointed task of lead-
ing the marine workers in struggle.

The union was launched in April 1930
at a time when shipping was already
on a great decline. Great enthusiasm
prevailed among the seamen and especi-
ally among the delegates attending the
convention. The convention, attended by
bona fide rank and file delegates from
ships and docks, through the steam
roller methods employed, killed the union
at its birth. The steam roller methods was
used to foist upon the marine workers
the bureaucratic regime of Mink and
Co. who, through various grand stand
plays, constantly covered up their poli-
tical bankruptcy. No real program of
work was laid down but the wnion
launched out on an adventurous policy
led by adventurers.

In 1930 the union had a membership
of 5,000, today there is less than 400
nationally. Practically all those that
there were ever active were driven out
or are expelled, for the simple reason

that they opposed the putschist tactics
of Mink and Co. Philadelphia, Houston,
New Orleans and Boston speak for them-
selves. - Several times the union came
dangerously near the point of playing the
role of strike-breakers (Boston longshore-
men’s strike, Grace line) ue to the
utter misunderstanding of the united
front tactic and the inexperience of the

leadership plus their irresponsibility. Noj
attempt what ever was made to fight the

wage cuts of the seamen. Instead of or-

ganizing on board the ships, propaganda
was carried on only on South Street, on
shore. There are not ten functioning
ships’ delegates to-day. The struggle of
the unemployed seamen has been waged
solely for the purpose of making political
capital in the form of headlines for the
party but no organizational nor beneficial
results have been gained for the marine
workers. Prior to the hunger march,
the seamen were rallied around demands
peculiar to the industry. They were not
allowed to present them in ,Washington
They were solely used for defense corps
and for nothing else, the same as at
other demonstrations.

International struggles have not been
utilized to get the American seamen into
motion. The German seamen's strike
was sabotaged by Mink and Co. due to
factional strife within the I. 8. H. The
struggle against imperialist war was
taken up by staging burlesque demonstra-
tions instead of organizing on the job.

The inner life of the union is at the
lowest level possible. No trade union
democracy, the right of discussion and
constructive criticism is abolished, sec-
retaries are removed against the wishes
of the membership, no convention has
been called although it is a year and half
over-due.

The present national bureau elected it-
self. When the flames of revolt grew I
was removed to Duluth and a campaign
was launched against all those who tried
to lead the union toward a course in
accordance with the most fundamental
principles of the class struggle. The na-
tional committee of the T. U. U. L. and
the party press was bombarded by us
with articles and protests. Mink and Co.
grew desperate and for the purpose of
establishing an adventurous and oppor-
tunist campaign ostensibly for immediate
relief of the unemployed, nationalistic
unemployed councils were launched
claiming preposterously that every na-
tionality has different demands. They
did not organize as yet a Jim-Crow local
in New York as was done when a Jim-
Crow local was organized in Galveston—
but—that is only being inconsistent. Then

when they set the whole-sale expulsions
—to counteract the resentment of the
class conscious rank and file—a raid was
staged on the Seamen’s Institute. The
man that was supposed to have baggage
there actually had none. One man was
shot, others wounded and what did it
get the seamen? Nothing. To force the
Institute to come across we must launch

a boycott and hit the Institute in its
pocket-book. A boycott with thousands
on the picket line.

In the excitement, all the militant
workers present in New York were ex-
pelled from the union without a hearing.
Especially outrageous was the expulsion
of Coster, a good, honest, able, active,
class-conscious worker, who carried out
all tasks assigned to him. Coster’s tem-
-per got the best of him when Mink
threatened to stool on an other worker
because he would not obey Mink. Coster
pulled a gun. This was doubly wrong
but Coster should have been criticized and
Mink should have been immediately ex-
petled. Mink admitted that he had
threatened this fellow worker.

I, myself, was removed by a hand-pick-
ed national bureau from the National
Committee and instructed to proceed to
the West coast—for the simple reason
that I dared to write an article for the
Daily Worker (which was not printed)
criticizing the shortcomings of the union.
I was not even given a hearing. 1
came to New York and the national T.
U. U. L. appointed a committee con-
sisting of Johnstone, Stachel and Hudson.
I was ordered immediately to return to
Buffalo, furthermore to have nothing to
do with the expelled members or those
who were still members of the union
but not considered “kosher” by the
clique. The idea of that committee in-
vestigating the union is the same as
Tammany Hall investigating itself.
Furthermore, I refused to go to Buffalo
because the purpose of sending me there
is to isolate me from the membership. I
believe that by remaining on the New
York water front I will be better able
to prevent Mink from carrying out pol-
icies detrimental to the seamen in order
to cover up the political bankruptcy of
Mink and Co.

Fellow seamen! We must organize and
fight for the four watch system, for a
sufficient manning scale and we must
immediately boycott the revenue bearing
departments of the Institute for the de-
mand that all relief funds be under the
control of a committee of three seamen

and one official of the Institute.

But, before we can wage any success-
ful struggles we must rid ourselves of
the bureaucrats who will not even ghrink
from stooling in order to enforce their
arbitrary will. On the waterfront there
is no place for these reptiles.

—J. JOHANNESSEN.

of their organization. Only a complete
break with the past, with the corrupt
union bureaucracy, can secure the vie-
tory they have set out to win against
the operators, against the armed state
forces and against the official traitors.
The Left Opposition is developing a force

in this struggle capable of constantly
more serious intervention, and it will
show the way. —A. 8.

A Letter From China

We have received the following brief
message from our Chinese comrades:
Shanghai, August 2, 1932—

Several of our comrades (all Lenin
students returned from Moscow) have
been missing for eleven days. One of
them is the chairman of the Organiza-
tion Committee of the Chinese Left Op-
seen at Jesfield Park (west of Shanghai).
We lost trace of them immediately after
our last secret meeting. We believe that
they have been captured by the “Blue
Coat Society”

‘The Blue Coat Society is a new secret
party. Its full name is the Blue Coat
Society of the Kuo Min Tang of China.
It is of about the same type as the Nazis
in Germany. Its Hitler is Chiang Kai-
Shek. Its basic nucleus consists of stu-
dents recently returned from the Moscow
Sun-Yat-Sen University, renegades from
the party and students of the Wampoa
Military Academy faithful to the Chi-
nese Hitler. One of its mediums of ac-
tivity is assassination. All the intellec-
tuals of (feneral Chiang's troop #ind
many notorious politicians are flocking
to this group. In short, it is the rising
Fascist movement of China. . . ,

The History of the Russian Revolu-
tlon is being published in Chinese . . .
By the end of August or September, we
hope to reestablish our legal Shanghai
weekly. . ..

Fraternally yours,
CH.
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Pioneer Publishers Notes

LITERATURE SALES
A new wave of interest in the publica-

tions of the League is sweeping over us.
Our campaign on the German situation,
on the Anti-War Congress, on the expul-
sion of comrade Pappas, and now on the
frame-up charge of murder by the Stal-
inists has aroused new interest in our
point of view. Orders are coming in.
Our stocks are dropping. Some numbers
are out. Germany—the Key is completely
out of print. The Revolution in Spain is
pretty nearly out. There are only some
twenty copies of the Real Situation in
Russia left. And so it goes. Now is
the time to order.
TROTSKY'S COMPLETE WRITINGS
A number of sympathizers have sent in
orders for bound volumes of Trotsky’s
“complete writings”. We did not an-
nounce the Bound Volumes as his com-
plete writings. We could not. It is our
understanding that comrade Trotsky's
complete writings which have not yet
been collected would fill some sixty or
seventy volumes. Some day we will
bring them out in a uniform edition.
In the meantime we continue to adver-
tise the Bound Volumes as a collection
of nine of his recent writings; all of
them dealing with the ecurrent struggle
in the Communist movement in relation
to the problems of the international
proletarian revolution. And may we re-
mind our readers once more that these
Bound Volumes contain four pamphlets
that are out of print and unobtainable
otherwise; and that the Bound Volumes
are going——?
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Wherever the Left Opposition raises
its head, the¢ Stalinist bureaucracy puts
its machinery of slander, calumny and
talsehoogd in motion against it. The
stronger the Opposition movement, the
fiercer the bureaucratic methods of the
Centrists agaiust them. As the readers
of The Militant already know, the Greek
Bolshevik-Leninists ;
are the strongest Communist organiza-
tion of that country.

Counting a few thousand members in
every part of Greece, organized firmly
under the tested Jolshevik plan (legal
and iliegal), enjoying a broad and power-
ful influcnce in the trade unions and in
the muss organizations of the Greek
proletariat, the Archio-Marxists have been
a particularly uncomfortable thorn in the
side of Stalinism. All the despicable
methods of the international bureaucracy

have been applied against them and
still they continue to grow and take
root.

The methods of open violence and

physical destruction—these are the most
recent methods of the Centrists against
the Left Opposition. They are the
methods of utter despair, they indicate
the complete state of bankruptey of the
Stalinists. Of late, the successes achiev-
ed by the American Left Opposition
(unti-war congress, Germany, etc.) have
called forth especially sharp manifesta-
tious of these selt-saume flowers of Cen-
trist bankruptey and despair. The Amer-
icau Stalinists incite to pogroms against
the Left Opposition, provoke police "ac-
tion against it—rfor the same reasouns as
the Greek Stalinists, because they are
alarmed at the growth of its iniluence
and sympathy in the ranks of the Com-
munist workers,

Below we publish an account of the
Stalinist methods of fighting the Left
Opposition by a former member of the
Greek C. P., who has since joined the
Archio-Marxists. It is interesting and
instructive hecause it paints a picture of
Stalinist corruption that is universally
applicable. The experience of comrade
Bambakas, the author of this account, is
undoubtedly the experience of numerous
Communist militants all over the Inter-
national and in the American party as
well. Sooner or later, they tpo will draw
their conclusions—just as this comrade
did. The regime of Stalinist impotence,
the regime of degenerated, disorganizipg
Centrism, the regime of physical violence
against the Bolshevik-Leninists is doomed
in advance. The organizers of defeat
have seen their best days. The victory
of the International Leninist Opposition
is assured by history, nothing can pre-
vent it.

* * * *
THE STATEMENT OF
COMRADE BAMBAKKAS

What forced me to realize the dishon-
esty and corruption of those who do not
follow the Uommunist line but rather
the tactics of Stalin was the palicy of

(Archio-Marxists)’

Statement of Comrade

J. Bambakas

whatever is justified provided it leads to
the extermination of the Opposition.

In 1928, when for the first time the
Archio-Marxists appeared in our district,
the party decided to use methods of sab-
otage to prevent them from getting em-
ployment so that they would be com-
pelled to leave the city., While, on the
one hand, we were telling workers the
Archio-Marxists were stool-pigeons, on
the other hgnd, we told the bosses the
Archio-Marxists were Anarchists and dis-
rupters.

When it was reported to the district
committee that these means of sabotage
were not sufficient, that in spite of it the
Archio-Marxists were making progress,
the party decided to turn to murderous
attacks. Arming them with knives aund
iron bars the party organized groups and
gsent them out on their attacks. These
attacks still continue.

in the district of Gyftica, they attacked
a shoe workepr who was later brought to
the hospitdl unconscious. While the
leaders were celebrating their ‘heroic”
victory, this comrade refused to reveal
the murderers to anyone althpugh he
knew them,

ADMIT CONSTANT ATTACKS
ON LEFT OPPOSITION

Another instance: at Suguglou another
Archio-Marxist was attacked at the time
he was speaking to a meeting of work-
ers. Also, two Archio-Marxists were
beaten up in Chatica. Comrade Str—,
fanaticized by the leadership, fired a gun
at a carpenier, member of the Opposi-

] tion, but luckily the gun jammed. This

comrade Str——, who later realized the
corruption of the party bureaucrats, con-
fessed this to the Archio-Marxists and
to me,

Further: we attacked comrade Alfudi,
a tobacco worker, at the time he was
leaving his work, and beat him up badly.
Comrade Alfudi is a well known member
of the Y. C. L., with a splendid revolu-
tionary record. Heg is now serving a two
year term in the medieval dungeon of
Itzedin and will be exiled for one year
after the jail term is ended. This com-
rade was refused admittance to the jail
collectives—(comrades in jails organize
collectives which are supported by the
I. L. D.—Ed.) because he was a member
of the Archio-Marxists since 1928.

All the Archio-Marxists were upder a
continual vicious attack from our part,
and had they not tuken protective meu-
sures, there would have resulted many
more victims. This was vegified, as you
know, in the district committee.

TheSe are not accidents nor isplated
cases, but a part of the international
policy of the Stalinist bureauerats. When
Stalin wssadsinates Blumkin and Zin-
zadze gnd acquits Ramsin & Co., it is
not at all surprigsing that the
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xposes Stalinism inGreece

rades, Lada and Georgopapadatou.—(The
above comrades were murdered on the
way home from a meeting by a group of
Stalinists who were hidden in a hall-
way.—Ed.)

Time and again the party sycophants
accused the Archio-Marxists of being
stool pigeons. Today, when hundreds of
facts speak for themselves and the work-
ers see in the face of the Archio-Marx-
ists the true Bolsheviks, the party bu-
reaucrats are forced to shift these ac-
cusations to only a few of the Archio-
Marxist leaders. This is a miserable dis-
grace to the party bureaucrats, for not
a single fact can prove the above ac-
cusations against the Left Oppokition,
while on the contrary a pile of facts
prove that there are many stool-pigeons
within the Communist party. Because of
the corrupt conditions within the party, it
is difficult to discover and expose them.

ARCHIO MARXIST EXCLUDED
FROM PRISON-COLLECTIVES

I categorically declare I was not be-
trayed by Archio-Marxists, but by mem-
bers of the district committee Y. C. L.,
Stambulis and Kokino. The former in a
semi-covert form confessed to me when
I was released from jail The latter was
caught in our trap which we had set for
him and was proven to be a stool-pigeon.

Any betrayal that leaks out of the
party is ascribed to the Archio-Marxists.
The party bureaucrats poison the minds
of the members against the Archio-Marx-
ists to such an extent that even in their
dreams they see the Archio-Marxists con-
spiring with the police. For this we can
not blame the party members.

The attitude of the party against the
Archio-Marxists in jail is absolutely
shameful and disgusting. Comrades who
courageously faced the courts and raised

the capitalist judges, for which they-were
sentenced to long prison terms, are not
permitted to enter the jail collectives
‘in spite of the decisions of the central
| commitee of the I. I. D —(brought about
'by the mass-pressure of party workers)
'not to exclude them.

'PARTY MEMBERS RESENT EX-
CLUSION OF ARCHK)-MARXISTS

Why is this happening? The corrup-
tion is so great that the bureaucrats
fear the whip of criticism from the Op-
position. This attitude of the party
against the Archio-Marxists is strengly
.condemnad by every honest, thinking
!party member. Comrade Floros, who was
" jailed with five other Archio-Marxists
_but later released while his comrades
'still had to serve two year jail sentences
;and one year exile, speaks with great
enthusiasm about the Archio-Marxists.

“The brave heroi¢ attitude of Archio-
i Marxists before the courts and their com-
; radely attitude in jail, left a profound
" impressiont on me”, he said. And still the
;ﬁ\'e Archio-Marxists are refused admit-
tance in jail-collectives of Komotinis.

high the banner of Communism beforef

in their cells. This dirty tactic must be
fully stigmatized and condemned. How
contemptible were the words spoken to
the soldiers when the latter were inform-
ed that the Archio-Marxists were not
jailed for revolutionary activities but
were deliberately sent by the police in
order to spy on the prisoners.

When the party and Y. C. L. members
will fraternize with the Archio-Marxists,
when they will break down the barriers
that have been mechanically built up by
the adventurist and corrupt leaders of
the party then, and only then will they
realize that the Archio-Marxists are the
genuine and militant revolutionists, and
they will understand the true meaning
of the party’s policy towards the Bol-
shevik-Leninists.

PARTY MUST CHANGE TACTICS

Under the present crisis great sections
of the exploited masses are turning to
the left, toward Communism. Will the
party be able, even if its influence is
shrexigthened, to utilize these conditions
for the final victory? The strength of
the party is measured not only by its
influence but primarily from its internal
ideological base and its organizational
ability. No vietory can be expected from
an organization whose foundations are
decayed and rotten. History has proven
this and especially in the history of the
Greek movement.

—J. BAMBAKAS.
Sec'y of Section Committee
of Dramas, Sec'y of Y. C. L.
of Kaballas, Member of Dist.
Committee of Eastern
Macedonia and Western Thrace.
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Pa.ty Voices on the Frame-Up

Condemn Disgraceful Action of Stalinist Leaders

We have received a number of let-
ters from party members and sympath-
izers, expressing their indignation and
resentment against the latest Stalinist
frame-up against the Left Opposition.
Voices are coming up from the ranks,
speaking out clearly, denouncing the
shameful, provocative actions of the
party bureaucrats. We have no doubt
that these voices will grow even more
powerful in the future. The impot-
ence of Centrism is revealing itself
more and more every day. The eyes
of the Communist rank and file are
being opened. Below we give excerpts
from a few of the letters we have re-
ceived :

“August 27, 1932

“The moment I read the first article
on the question in the Daily Worker, I
was indignant like h I understand
from the very beginning that some
“party hooligans” busted up your meet-
ing. This action of the party will not
add an iota of prestige to its name, but
instead will antagonize workers towards
the movement.

“I have spoken to some of the com-
rades in my shop and they also condemn
the party for its provaocative tactics.

T also want to state that nobody in
the shop believes the statements in the
Daily Worker and those that are in the
movement or are acquainted with it know
very well that the party is to blame more

(Continued from page 2)

In one respect the resolution marked
an advance over Browder's directives.
The resolution restored the fight for re-
lief to a more nearly correct basis. It
placed on the agenda again the fight for
unemployment insurance. It made it the
central slogan. It reaffirmed the seven
hour day without motivating the demand
by any reason or figures. And it added
at the end of its program, the demand
for “the development of trade relations
with the Soviet Union, in order that the
idle factories may work, fill the constant_
ly growing demands of the successful
construction of the workers’ government
and its Five Year Plan.”

Around the slogans of the resolution
the National Hunger March to Washing-
tion was organized. With this march
and its repercussions the party resur-
rected the fight for unemployment in-
surance. In this sense the resolution
marked a limping, half-step forward.

The Draft Program

With the termindtion of the Hunger
March of last December the fight for un-
employment insurance was again rele-
gated to the backgraqund. And the fight
for “more not less relief” as one placard

Unemployed Activity in Retrospect

1t is now in full swing headed toward
the Relief March, scheduled for Sept-
ember 10. Its demands, slogans and or-
ganizational forms are incorporated in a
Proposed Draft Program of Fighting
Methods and Organization Forms of the
Unemployed Councils—A Manual for
Hunger Fighters. It is issued by the
National Committee of the Unemployed
Councils of the U. 8. A.

It is understood that this is not a
Communist program in the sense of, let
us say, a party election program. It
cannot be a statement of Communist aims
and receive the endorsement of work-
ers in the unemployed movement who are
just awakening to class consciousness.
But it must present Communist ideas in
an elementary form so that when they
are applied in the class struggle they be-
come steps toward the final, inevitable
goal, If the program fulfills this re-
quirement it is a Communist doctment.

But this is precisely what the Draft
Program is not. It is enough to glance
at the section, The Typical Issues and
Demands, to realize that it is not a
Communist document. The first typical
demand is concerned with cegsh relief;
the second with flophouses; the {hird
with breadlines and food-kitchens; the
fourth with food for children; etc.

than anybody else.

“I have read the leafiet (The leaflet
issued by the N. C. of the Communist
League with regard to the frame-up—
Ed.) and I fully agree with what is
written there.

“I sincerely hope that ideas of your
organization will grow in the hearts and
minds of all the workers. . . .”

—PARTY MEMBER.
*® » * *
“August 25, 1932.

“The accounts given in the Daily
Worker of August 23 and 24 of what
took place on Avenue A and 7th Street
at your meeting last Saturday night and
the little hints and insinuations that go
with it are outrageous. The editors of
the Daily Worker seem to be intent on
whipping up a lynch spirit against the
comrades of the Left Opposition.

“No matter what disagreements we
may have with the Opposition, such tac-
ties are impermissible. I didn’t believe
that Stalinism is so corrupt. I never
really grasped what you meant by Stalin-
jsm before. Such disgraceful methods
could never issue forth from a healthy
Communist movement. . . .

“The method employed by the Daily
Worker shows that there is something
wrong that goes deeper into the policy of
the party. It is setting a good many of
us thinking. . . .

“As Communists we cannot allow this
shameful action to go on unchallenged.”
Comradely yours,

—A Y C. L.er.

* % *x %

“August 27, 1932

“The¢ accusations of the party agalnst
the Left Opposition are a plain frame-up.
Nohody in the movement can take them
seriously. . . .

“You must come before the Left wing
workers and explain to them what hap-
pened and what the action of the party
leaders means. They will listen to you
and I am sure will support you.”

—NEEDLE TRADES WORKER.
“August 28, 1932

“I wish to let you know that many of
us, members of the I. L. D. and of the
F. S. U. protest against the attitude of
the Daily Worker and the C. P. in con-
nection with your nreeting on August 20
and the deaths of Semen and Krasluk.

“The leadership of the party is capi-
tallzing the tragic deaths of these two
workers to arouse hostile sentiment
against your Opposition. The workers in
the movement we are sure will disap-
prove of this, just as they have in gen-
eral disapproved of the party s methods
of breaking up open air meetings of other
organizations. . . .

“A leadership ¥ bankrupt which has
to resort to such methods.”

—MEMBER Of THE I. L. D.

WORLD UNEMPLOYMENT AND THE
FIVE YEAR PLAN is out of print and

the party toward the Archio-Marxists.
In the policy of the party any means

Greek| In the Kavalla jail we instigated some

Stalinists do not hesitate to soak their’lsoldiers, who were sympathizers of the
hands in the blood of two mlitant -com-; movement, to attack the ArchioMarxists

in a demonstration announced, was more
oriented on the road which led to the

opportunist swamp.

(Continued in Next Issue)

is available only in the BOUND VOL-
UMES of comrade TROTBKY!'S pam-
phlets.

—T. STAMM.

Bourgeoisie, Petty

(Continued from page 1)

THE DecLINE oF THE DEMocraTIC ForMs

But precisely with the war there begins the distinct
decline of capitalism andl above all, of its democratic
form of domunation. It is now no longer a matter of
new reforms and alms, but of cutting down and abolish-
ing the old opes. Therewith the bourgeoisie comes into
conflict not only with the institutions of proletarian
democracy (trade unipns and ~olitical parties) but
also with parliamentary democracy, within the frame-
work of which arose the labor organizations. There-
fore, the campaign against “Marxism” on the one hand
and against democratic parliamentarism, on the other.

But just as the summits of the liberal bourgeoisie
in its time were unable, by their own force alone, to get
rid of feudalism, monarchy and the church, so the
magnates of finance capital are unable, by their force
alone, to cope with the proletariat. They need the
support of the petty bourgeoisie,  For this purpose,

it must be whipped up, put on its feet, mobilized,
armed, But this method has its dangers. While it
makes use of Fascism, the bourgeoisic nevertheless

fears it. Pilsudski was forced, in May 1926, to save
bourgeois society by a coup d’Ktat directed against
the traditjonal parties of the Polish bourgeoisie. The
matter went so far that the official leader of the Polish
Compmunist Party, Warski, who came over from Rosa
Luxemburg not to Lenin, but to Stalin, took the coup
d’Etat of Pilsudski to be the road of the “revolutionary
democratic dictatorship” and called upon the workers
to support Pilsudski.

At the session of the Polish Commission of the Ex-
ccutive Committee of the C. I. on July 2, 1926, the
author of these lines said on the subject of the events
in Poland:

A Few LessonNs or THE Piusubskr “Coup”

“Taken as a whole, the Pilsudski overthrow is the
petty bourgeois, “plebeian” manner of solving the burn-
ing problems of bourgeois society in its state of de-
composition and decline. We have here already a
direct resemblance to Italian Fascism.

“These two currents indubitably possess common
features: they recruit their shock troops first of all
from the petty bourgeoisie; Pilsudski as well as Mus-
solini worked with extra-parliamentary means, with
open violence, with the methods of civil war; both were
concerned, not with the destruction, but with the pre-
servation of hourgeois society.  While they raised
the petty bourgeoisie on its feet, they openly alligned
themselves after the seizure of power, with the big bour-
geoisie. Involuntarily, an historical generalization
props up here, recalling the evaluation given by Marx
of Jacobinism as the plebeian method of settling ac-

counts with the feudal enemies of the bourgeoisie . . .

Bourgeoisie and

Jacobinism, Social Democracy and

Proletariat

Fascism - - The Political Programs

of the Petty Bourgeoisie

That was in the period of the rise of the bourgeoisie.
Now we must say, in the period of the decline of bour-
geois society, the bourgeoisie again needs the “plebeian”
method of resolving its no longer pregressive, but en-
tirely reactionary tasks. In this sense, Fascism is a
caricature of Jacobinism.

“The bourgeoisie is incapable of maintaining itself
in power by the means and methods of the parliament-
ary state created by itself, it needs Fascism as a
weapon of se)f-defense, at least in critical instances.
Nevertheless, the bourgeoisie does not like the “plebe-
ian” method of resolving its tasks. It was always
hostile to Jacobinism, which cleared the rgad for the
development of bourgeois society with its blood. ‘THe
Fagscists arc immeasurably closer to the dgcadent bour-
geoisie than the Jacobins were to the rising bourge-
oisie. Nevertheless, the sober bourgeoisie does not
look very favorably even upon the Fascist mode of
resolving its tasks, for the concussions, although they
are brought forth in the interests of bourgepis society,
are linked up with dangers to it. Therefore, the op-
position between Fascism and the bourgeois parties.

“The big bourgeoisie likes Fascism as little as a
man with aching molars likes to have his teeth pulled.
The sober circles of bourgeois society have followed
with misgivings the work of the dentist Pisudski, but in
the last analysis they have become reconciled to the
inevitable, though with threats, with horse-deals and
all sorts of trading. Thus the petty bourgeoisie’s idol
of yesterday becomes transformed into the gendarme
of capital.”

To this attempt at marking out the historical place
of Fascism as the political reliever of the social dem-
ocracy, there was counterposed the theory of social
Fascism. At first it could appear as a pretentious,
blustering but harnfless stupidity. Subsequent events
have showed what a pernieious influence the Stalinist
theory actually exercised on the entire development of
the Communist International.®

* * *

Is THE ALLiancE BerweeEN THE Bie AND THE
Prrry BourcEolsie INDISSOLUBLE?

Does it follow from the historical réle of Jacobin-
ism, of democracy and of Fascism that the petty bour-
geoisie is condemned to remain a tool in the hands of
capital to the end of its days? If things were so,
then the dictatorship of the proletariat would be im-
possible in a number of countries in which the petty

hourgeoisie constitutes the majority of the nation

and more than that, it would be rendered extremely
difficult in other countries in which the petty bour-
geoisie represents an importarnt minority. Fortunate-
ly, things are not so. The expericnce of the Paris
Commune first showed, at least within the limits of one
city, just as the experience of the October revolu-
tion has showed after it on a much larger scale and
over an incomparably longer period, that the alliance
of the petty bourgeoisie and the big bourgeoisie is not
indissoluble. Since the petty bourgeoisie is incapable
of an independent policy (that is also why the petty
bourgeols “democratic dictatorship” is unrecalizable)
no other choice is left for it than that between the beur-
geoisic and the proletariat.

In the epoch of the rise, the growth and the bloom
of capitalism the petty bourgeoisie, despite acute out-
breaks of discontent, generally marched obediently in
the capitalist harness. Nor could it do anything else.
But under the conditions of capitalist disintegration
and of the impasse in the economic situation, the petty
bourgeqisie tends, secks, attempts to tear itself loose
from the fetters of the old masters and rulers of so-
ciety. It is quite capable of linking up its fate with
that of the proletariat. For that, only onc thing is
needed: the petty bourgeoisie must acquire faith in the
ability of the proletariat to lead society onto a new
road. The proletariat can inspire this faith only by its
strength, by the firmness of its actions, by a skillful
offensive agdinst the enemy, by the success of its rev-
olutionary. policy.

But, woe if the rewolutionary party does not measure
up to the height of the situation! ‘The daily struggle
of the proletariat sharpens the instability of bourgeois
soctety. The strikes and the political disturbances
aggravate the economic situation of the country. The
petty bourgeoisie could reconeile itself temporarily
to the growing privations, if it arrived by experience
to the conviction that the proletariat is in a position
to lead it onto a new road. But if the revolutionary
party, in spite of a class struggle becoming incessantly
more accentuated, proves time and again to be incap-
able of uniting the working cless about it, if it vacil-
lates, becomes confused, contradicts itself, then the
petty bourgeoisie loses patience and begins to look upon
the revolutionary workers as those responsible for its
own misery. All the bourgeois parties, including the so-
cial democracy, turn its thoughts in this very direc-
tion. When the social crisis takes on an intolerable
acuteness, a particular party appears on the scene with
the direct aim of agitating the petty bourgeoisie to

By LEON TROTSKY

a white heat'and of directing its hatred and its despair
against the proletariat. In Germany, this historical
function is fulfilled by National-Soeialism, a broad
current whose ideology is composed of all the putrid
vapors of disintegrating bourgeois society.

TueE REspoNsIiBILITY FOR THE GrOwTH oF Fascism

The principal political responsibility for the growth
of Fasc¢ism rests, of course, on the shoulders of the
social democracy. Ever since the imperialist war, the
labors of this party have been reduced to uprooting
from the consciousness of the proletariat the idea of
independent pelitics, to implanting within it the belief
in the etermty of capitalism and to forcing it to its
knees time and again before the decadent bourgeoiste.
The petty bourgeoisie can oniy follew the worker when
it sees in him the new master. The social democracy
oisie will not follow a lackey. The politics of reforn-
teaches the worker to be a lackey. ‘The petty bourge-
ism deprive the proletariat of the possihility of leading
the plebeian masses of the petty bourgeoisie and there-
by alone conyert the latter into cannon fodder for
Fascism.

Politically, however, the question is not settled for
us with the responsibility of the social democracy.
Ever since the beginning of the war we have denounced
this party as the agency of the imperialist bourgeoisie
within the ranks of the proletariat. Out of this new
orientation of the revolutionary Marxists arose the
Third International. Its task consisted in uniting the
proletariat under the banmer of the revolution and
thereby to secure for it the directing influence over
the oppressed masses of the petty bourgeoisie in the
towns and on the countryside.

The post-war period, in Germany more than any-
where else, was an epoch of economic impasse and of
civil war. The international conditions as well as the
domestic ones pushed the country imperiously on the
road to socialism. Every step of the social democracy
revealed its decadence and its impotence, the réaction-
ary import of its politics, the venality of its leaders.
What other conditions are needed for the development
of the Communist party? And yet, after the first
few years of significant successes, German Communism
entered into an era of vacillations, zigzags, alternating
turns to opportunism and adventurism. The centrist
bureaucracy has systematically weakened the proletar-
ian vanguard and prevented it from bringing the class
under its leadership. Therewith, it has robbed the
proletariat as a whole of the possibility of drawing
under its direction the oppressed masses of the petty
bourgeoisie. The Stalinist bureaucracy bedrs the

direct and immediate responsibility for the growth of
Fascism before the proletarian vanguard.
PRINKIPO, August 4, 1932,

L. TroTsky,




