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Will The Militant continue to appear
regularly? That is the question which
looms betfore us and which we pass on
to our readers and supporters. The con-
ditions imposed upon us give us no other
choice.

We sounded the alarm when the Stalin-
ist bureaucrats attempted to incite a
pogrom campaign against us, based upon
its frame-up murder charge. We could
pursue no other course than to ask- for
your help in the additional needs as well
as the additional difficulties which this
situation imposed.

As you are being informed elsewhere
in these columns, some New York’s
capitalist papers, and their near relative,
the Jewish Daily Forward, took the
frame-up charge at face value for the
purpose of utilizing it against the Com-
munist movement as a Whole. Also the
New York police department has taken
the tip from the Stalinist leaders. We
are bieing investigated.

At the outset we can say very confid-
ently that the frame-up charge will not
stick, nor will serious party members (?r
Communist workers believe it. But in
an indirect sense it can well be utilized
ag a starting point for serious interfer-
ence in the activities of the movement by
the enemies of Communism. This  we
must be prepared to fight. In this con-
nection you will all understand the enor-
mously important role which the con-
{inued existence of The Militant will
play.

Its existence is not at all secured. AsS
a matter of fact the recent delays in
its appearance were caused by shortage
of funds and Iin several mstances we
have feared that a suspension would be-
come unavoidable. Yet in the present
situation, not only in respect to the at-
tacks upon us, but also because of the
growing intensity of the class “struggle,
as attested to by the Illinois miners
struggle, we must get out more material
and the scope of our activity is increas-
ing. The Militant has an increasingly
important duty to perform. We are now
gending large supplies to the Illinois coal
fields and we are issuing more leaflets.
We have sent a couple of young com-
rades, organizers to Illinois. Our tasks
are growing but our means are entirely
too small.

The continued existence of The Militant
13 endangered. It must be secured. Hence
our appeal to you. We have received
some response to our appeal but it is
entirely insufficient so far. We ask you,
every reader of The Militant, to do your
bit. We think it is a duty on your part.
We can assure you that we shall leave
‘no stone unturnced at our end to faith-

Police Act on St

As we go to press, word has come
from the authorities demanding
the appearance of Hugo Qehler, or.
ganizer of the New York Branch.of
the Communist League of America "

(Opposition) and Tom Sm
chairman of the open air meeting
on August 20th before the Di.:strict
Attorney! All workers, attention—
be on your guard! Communist
Workers, members of the party,
make your voices heard now!

R—— e ————.
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The shameless and unexampled fra.me-
up of the Stalinist bureaucracy against
the Left Opposition has reached a new
stage of abominations! fThe Stalinists,
campaign has been picked up by the pol-
ice and is being used against the Bolshe-
vik-Leninists!

We have pointed out in a previous 1s
sue that the dastardly and demagogic
agitation of the Daily Worker of August
23 and 24 against the Left Opposition
and the charges made therein that the
Communist League is responsible for the
tragic deaths of the workers Semen and
Krasiuk, victims of the Avenue A an
Seventh St. incident, could not be inter-
preted as anything put a provocation.

This past week there have been three
investigations by the police at our Na-
tional Office. The investigating officers
themselves openly stated that they had

come after receiving information in thel

form of a leaflet and verbally at the
headquarters of the Downtown Section
of the Communist party! This is to
what the degenerate Stalinists have
stooped—

The Left Opposition has asked for a
working class hearing on the hair-raising
charges brought by the Stalinist leaders
of the official Communist party against it.
They refuse to answer. But the police
answered.

Pogrom Fails but Police Act

Their pogrom scheme, their scheme of
inciting the Left wing and party work-
ers has failed miserably. But from this
a new and more disgraceful stage has de-
velopeil, the stage of police investiga-
tion. Such are the results to date. Can
anything more outrageous, can anything
more damnable be imagined of people

fully live up to the confidence which you:
have reposed in our movement. But let
us now hear from you. Send your con-
tributions speedily to The Militant at
S4 Kast 10th Street, New York, N. Y.

Stalinists Reject
Offer of Help

CHICAGO.—
Following the Communist Party Cen-'
tral Committee's appeal in the Daily
Worker of August 18th, the Chicago
Branch of the Left Opposition sent the
following letter to the District Campaign
Committee. This letter is self.explana-
tory:
Dear Comrades: |

The Chicago Branch of the Left Opposi-
tion has discussed the appeal of the
Central Committee, C. P. U. §. A,, which
appeared in the August 18th issue of the
Daily Worker, regarding the danger of
the party not getiing on the ballot in
various districts through the lack of
signatures. Aware that this danger ex.;
isty in this district, we made the follow-
ing decisions:

1. That we immediately secure the
necessary material and involive our mem-!
bers and sympathizers in the collection of
signatures.

2. 7To put at the disposal of the Dis-’
trict Campaign Committee all of our’
speakers who shall be ready at all times
to speak on strcet corners, at indoor ;
meetings, or go before labor organiza-
tions to solicit support. for the party
campaign. _

3. To take part in all phases of activ-’

(Continued on page 4) i

Miners Form New Union

Communist League Greets New

Progressive Miners Union

The (Communist Léague of
(Opposition) greets the formation of the’
“Progressive Miners of America.”
presents a serious step forward for the
American working class and one which
is destined to mark the beginning of a
new chapter, not only for unionism in
the mine fields, but for trade unionism as
a whole. :

The action taken at Gillespie, 11, on
September 1, by the 273 delegates, re-
presenting 35,000 miners, in laying down
a foundation and building a framework
for the new union was made inevitable
by the progress of developments. That
action was correct and will be but more
fully justified by future history. It can
become an enormous aid to the working
class in the serious struggles which it
is about to face. It opens up the road
to unity of action and final unification
with the National Miners Union, the
West Virginia Miners Union and with the
other similar miners scctions who have
broken with the past corrupt practices
and are attempting to eradicate the trail
of wreckage and treason perpetrated by
the official clique in control of the rem-

| nants of the U. M. W. of A. Pursuing

this course the road will be open for the
building of a powerful miners’ union, na-
tional in scope, militant in make-up and
solidly lodged on a class foundation.
Such a course is obligatory upon the
militant miners. There should be no
doubt that the “Progressive Miners of
America” will know how to advance suve-
1y amd steadily along that road.

America

1t re-!

If the new union is to fulfill the great
" tasks that confront it, it is necessary
immediately to take the following steps:

1. Flying in the face of the disasir-
ous, reactionary tradition of class colla-
boration undcr Lewis and Walker, the
new union should base itself frankly and
solidly upon the recognition of the class
struggle and the practical program of
aetion which flows from it.

2, The new union must break funda-
mentally with all forms of Lewisism,
particularly by establishing in its own
ranks the most democratic procedure
compatible with union organization. To
prevent the formation of a reactionary
bureaucracy, the new union ought to be
based from the start upon rank and file
control of the movement.

3. The new union must  be imbued
with the knowledge that it cannot solve
thic problems e¢ven of the Illinois miners
by confining itself to a district scale.
The miners’ problems are nation-wide in

scope; their organization must corre-
spond to this fact. Consequently, the

Illinois union should promptly endeavor
to associate into one big national union
all the militant, progressive, radical and
independent miners groups and unions
now in existence throughout the land.

4. All tendencies to flirt with  sach
out-and-out reactionary forces as Lewis
Ior‘ Walker, or with such unreliable
| brops who play the game of the reac-
j tionaries, like Muste, Howat, Edmundson
and their like have to be sternly resisted
|' (Continued on page 2)

British Left

The great historic events shaking our
planet these days do not remain without
their offects on the cadres of the Com-
munist International. Everywhere in
the world party of Communism, the
militant, conscientiouns, Left wing ele-
ments are coming to the fore, alarmed
by the discrepancy between the objective
situation and the lethurgy of the leader-
ship, pressing forward along the road
of the Left Opposition.

Among the latest of these movements
within the Comintern is the struggle of
the well-dknown “Balham Group”, a
group long active in the very forefront
of the struggles of the British Commun-

alinist Frame-Up

who claim to helong to the revotution-
ary camp?

Only desperate bankrupts can act the
way the American Stalinists are acting.
Their whole utter impotence is revealed
in this procedure.

They fear the threatening voice of
the Communist rank and file, they fear
to come before the revolutionary working
class with their scandalous accusations,
they fear to face the Leninist Left Op
position in the open!

Rank and File Aroused

But the Communist rank and file, the
revolutionary workers will not permit
this outrage to remain veiled in the dark.
They will not stomach it. The
ranks are already as tir, bitter and re-
sentful of the disgrace the bureaucracy
is heaping upon the party.

The Communist workers are protest-

ing within the party organizations. Un-
fortunately some, disgusted with the

whole scurrilous affair, are simply ans.
ywering with their feet—leaving the
i party.

{ Of particular interest is the unrest in
t the revolutionary ranks in the very sec-
tion in which the tragic incident of Sat-
urday, August 20th occurred. In the Un-
employed Council controlled by the party
and situated there, thre¢ comrades have
resigned from the Executive in protest

i against the Stalinist frame-up against
us!
The comrades tell us that the sym-

{ pathy of workers in that section is ris-
y ing for us and that no worker, who has
seen us in action there, wants to believe
the Stalinist slanders against the Left
Opposition nor accept their appelation
of ‘“counter-revolutionaries.”

Demand Open Workers’ Hearing!

Let the workers speak. The Commun-
ist League (Opposition) is ready to ans.
wer for itself before them. Let the
Stalinists give up their disgusting game
and bring their ¢harges against us be-
fore the workers. Let the workers judge!

We reiteratc here our challenge to the
party leadership, to the T. U. U. L. and
1. L. D. to appear at a public hearing to-
gether with us, to leave the cage for ‘the
workers at large to decide.

Let the miserable Stalinists

answer

party '

or admit their frame-up!

ist Party and constituting one of the
decisive party nuclei in the London dis-
trict. The group at Balham has receutly
come to clasheg with the bureaucracy un-
der Pollitt over the question of the at-
titude of the Stalin regime toward the
pacifist anti-war congress of the petty
bourgeois intellectuals headed by Rolland-
Burbusse as well as on the Jerman
yuestion. The Pollitts have retaliated
with an videological” campaign which
begins with the expulsion of the oul-
standing comrades of the Balham Group!

These tried and tested methods of the
Stalinist bureaucracy have proved of no
avail in the past, they will help even less
in the future. The Leninist ideas will
not be suppressed! Nothing can stop
their victory. We greet our British coma
rades as fellow fighters and extend our
hands to them in international solidar-
ity. Their fight is our fight. In spite
of the bureaucruacy, in spite of all its
headless and desperate tactics against
the Left. The Bolshevik-Leninists  wilt
not be deterred. Together, we will re-
double our offensive!

The declaration of the
rades follows below:

TO OUR COMRADES IN THE COM-
MUNIST PPARTY FROM THE
SLIQUIDATED” BALHAM GROUP

Dear Comrades:

“No other party or working class or-
ganization- provides such opportunity of
full and open discussion by all workers.”
With these words the Party pre-congress
discussion was opened in last Monday's
Daily Worker.

Two days later the London District
Party Committee “liquidated” the Dal
ham Group; expelled Reg Groves and
Harry Wicks, and suspended Henry
Sara, The principal charge against the
group and against these comrades is that
of “Opposing the line of the Party in re-
lation to the World Anti-War Congress.”

Demanded Party Congress

As part of our group work we have
discussed such vital issues as the German
position, the anti-war campaign and the
state of our party; we have reached
conclusions and have fought for them
as a group. We have for some long
time urged the opening of a party dis-'
cussion and the holding of the long over-
due party Congress. New that the dis-|

Balham coma-

Congress fixed for October, the Balham
Group has been “liquidated”, and its
leading members ‘expelled and suspended.
“Free and Full Discussion”—
Phrase and Fact

What a contrast of words with deeds!
Reassuring phrases about * full free and
open discussion,” but drastic action
against those who advance serious ecrit-
icism of the party’s policy. The- great:
tradition of Bolshevism, the method of
Lenin—that of open discussion preced-
ing party decision—is being replaced by
orders from above, phrase-mouthing and

bureaucratic stifiing of criticism. Bu-
reaucracy has already weakened our
Party: if persisted in, it will smotherI

real Congress discussion and prevent our"
party achieving the clarity necessary for
struggle.

On our position to the World Anti-War_
Congress we stand firm. There is dan.

| cussion has been opened, and the partyi ham Group is liguidated and its point of

Idam is described as the fight

ger of a new world war: the lives of
millions are at stake. Full and serious
consideration of every stage of the strug-
gle against war is imperative, Yet the
eriticism of this Congress advanced by
this group has been refused publication,
and even our right to voice such critic-
ism denied. Because we maintain this
right they attempt to drive us from
the party.
On the Anti-War Congress

This World Anti-War Congress has
been convened by Barbusse—the advocate
of fusion between Amsterdam and the
Comintern, and Rolland, the devotee of
Ghandi. Around these two have gather-
ed intellectuals, pacifists and Left so-
idialists, the parlor defenders of the
U. 8 8. R. To seek allies among the
most sincere and courageous of the petty
bourgeois pacifists is one thing; to en-
trust to them the leadership of the strug.
gle against war, is quite another., Yet
this is what Pollitt, by signing the mani-
festo, 'has declared the Party agrees to
do. Our group holds that the first task
of the party is to build the workers’ uni-
ted front against war; for upon the in-
ternational proletariat rests the defense
of the U. S. 8. R. A world anti-war
congress must be a workers’ congress
initiated by the Comintern with the aim
of bringing to our side the masses of the
workers now organized under the banner
of the Second International. But the
present Congress is based upon a united
front from the top, on a pacifist slogan
of ‘“resistance to war.”

For this anti-war campaign our Party
is distributing, not the message of Lenin
but the Rolland-Barbusse appeal. The

Congress invoking the aid of all classes
—this pacifist poison-gas—is distributed
to workers by Communists all over DBri-
tain. Congress social-patriots are given

ers; and new victims are thus taught
to trust old and proven traitors. Pollitt
appears united with Maude Royden and
all the other peace time war resisters.
For the sake of “unity” with pacifists
careerists, humbugs, and politicians,
Lenin’'s way of fighting war is pushed
out of sight. For appealing to Lenin’s
method against Rolland and Barbusse at
this time, on the eve of war, the Bal-

view suppressed.

On Germany
While this criminal farce at Amster-
against
war, the actual danger grows greater.
The growth of Fascism in Germany men.
aces the existence of the party and the
workers’ organizations and brings Ger-
many nearer to the anti-Soviet bloc.
What happens in Germany will decide for
years ahead the fate of the European
workers, Our group discussed the Ger.
man situation, organized, through the
local anti-war committee, solidarity meet-
ings; demanded discussion throughout
the party, and a wide campaign amongst
British workers. But the party remain.
ed silent on the German events. Not un-
til the von .Papen coup d’Etat in July
did the party move; and then it only hur-
riedly organized week-end - meetings,

message of these two conveners of the,

advertisement as genuine anti-war fight-.

National Unity -- Aim

Thirty-seven thousand Illinois coal
miners assembled in extraordinary ses-
sion voted to secede from the TUnited
Mine Workers of America and organized
the PROGRESSIVE MINERS OF AM-
ERICA. 1t was a dramatic moment in
the deliberations of the state wide con-
ference when Gerry Allard, secretary of
the Ll’olicy Committee, made his report in
behalf of the committee. He concluded
his report by a tersely written statement
analyzing the coul industry, the Lewis-
Walker misleaders with thejr “machine
gun contract” and indicting these offi-
cials on five basic counts. Allard slow-
Iy read the recommiendations of the
Policy Committee:

“We propose that a definite break
with the officers of the United Mine
Workers of America be immediately
carried out and that we proceed at
once to set up an apparatus for the
formation of a new uwion”

The conclave broke into a spbutuneous
outburst of applanse and by unanimous
vote of the conference the recommenda-
tions of the policy committee were ad-
opted. The decision of the 273 delegates
was the only constructive way out, They
had exhausted all other recourse.

The above mentioned recommendations
were the same made by the members
of the T.eft Opposition at the St. Louis
convention of last year. Events had
strongly confirmed the perspective of the
Lett Opposition, which had Leen turned
down by the Party bureaucracy and
Muste elements who were in control of
the convention.

The complete recommendations of the

Eomes Out O;e;ly in Fight_For _Er;ini:t Policy

to the march of events in Germany,
Therc are still no leatlets, no pamphlets,
no solidarity meetings on this question.

On these and other issues we feel
that we are justitied in breaking the ban
on real discussion. The falling party
membership, the declining Daily Worker
circulation, the abgence of Minority
Movement influence, proves a real dis-
cussion to be imperative. By discussion
we mean, not formal acknowledgments of
the correctness of the party line, but a
critical examination of the line, and par.
ticularly of its operation during the lat-

(Continued on page 3)

The past weck has marked several ag-
gressive steps of the German bourgeoisie
on the foreign front. The pronuncia-
mentos of Von Schleicher with regard to
the military plans and ambitions of the
Junker government have created quite a
stir among the world powers. Neverthe-
less, the reaction against Von Schleicher’s
aggressiveness has not been too sharp.
"It is being taken generally as an attempt
at bargaining by the German monopoly
capitalists. The Reich imperialists na-
turally figure on propping up their mili-!
tary world positions while the situation
is most favorable for them.

Temporary Neutralization of

Soecial Forces
The temporary neutralization of the
social forces in the country—working
class versus Fascism—has lent the Junk-
ers a certain balance, which they intend
to exploit in their negotiations for con-
cessions from the other governments. To
be sure, the main aim of the German
bourgeolsie remains the same; in the
words of Schleicher—ifirst of all to “set-
tle accounts with the internal Schweine
huand”—that is, with their working class
enemy.

The capitalist class of Germany knows
full well that to settle accounts with
its proletariat, it will be immediately
dependent upon its basis of mass sup-

Raise Struggle to New Heigh s

of Militant Illinois Body

Policy committee were accepted reading
as follows:
*® * * L ]

THE REPORT OF POLICY COMMIT.
TEE ELECTED AT GILLESPIE CON-
FERENCE SEPTEMBER 1, 1932

The crisis .confronting unionism in the
mining industry of Illinois makes it im-
perative that we assemble in a rank and
tile conference to solve the problems con.
fronting uws. The probiem confronting us
today, is whether unionism will continue
to function in the mining industry of
111., or whether the last remnants will
be dominated and controlled by the Lewis-
Walker forces acting asx agents of the
coal operators.

Our industry, is indeed, in one deplor-
uble situation. Unemployment, mechani-
zation, =ubstitution of coal by other fuel
along with other general and particular
conditions present the coal industry as
the most chaotic one in our whole eco-
nomic system. The far reaching nature
of the present economic crisis foreefully
pictures to us that the future for those
who depend on the coal mining indus-
try is one that will mean the coutinua-
tion of wuntold misery and destitution
that has prevailed in our industry for
over a decade.

Our once powerful U. M. W. of A,
has for over 42 years championed the
cause of the downtrodden miners of the
land. Since Lewis has come into power
our union has steadily disintegrated due
to the erroneous and betraying policies en-
unciated by this despot who has bent all
his efforts to the complete destruction
of militant unionism in the coal mining
industry. The history of the U. M. W.
of A. under the Lewis-Farrington-Walker
regime has been one of healthy devoted,
self sacrificing struggle on the part of
the rank and file, and on the other hand
the most treacherous betrayals ever ex-
perienced in the labor movement. The
mistakes and surrenders of our officials
since 1919 are facts known to every mine
worker thronughout the whole jurisdiction
of our organization.

The latest betrayals in Wyoming, In-
diana, Ilinois the policy of out-scabbing
the scabs in West Virginia, the stifling
of real unionist policies in the anthrac-
ite, is the continuation of a whole series
of betrayals, that has wrecked our or-
ganization in every important field ex-
cepting Indiana and Illinois. Only heroic
methods on the part of the rank and

(Continued on page 2)

P ey e o
Hitler and Junkers Vije

for Power in Germany

ance on the part of the broad working
classes in one form or another, but op-
position of large sections of ruling fin.
ance capital as well. On the other hand,
they ¥eel that they have amassed great
power and they are disinclined to squan-
der It. recklessly. They prefer to hold
out in all readiness until the big bour-
geoisle sees itself forced to resort to
them. And of that they can be quite
sure,

In the meantime, the National Social-
ist are counteracting the attempts of
monopoly capital at wringlng conces-
sions from them, by parliamentary horse-
trades with the Catholic Center Hitler
announces very boldly that he will unite
with any other party in votes of non-
confidence against the present government
and that he will not be stopped by ever
$0 many consecutive dissolutions of the
Reichstag. But behind the scenes, nego-
tiatlons have already heen set afoot to
receive, government support for the full
assumption of power by the Nazis in
the provinces of Prussia and Thuringia,

Domestic ‘Actions of Von Papen

The Von Papen government, in addi-
tion to its drastic measures in external
policy, is also forging ahead with its re-
actionary program on the domestic front.
There are definite rumors abroad of the
complete abrogation of the Weimar con-

port: the Nazi movement. And here too,
capitalism is trying to force concessions.!

It is unwilling to give up its political
independence entirely to the Mitler
forces. It wants to strike a bargain

with them. Hence we witness a situa-
tion in which the big bourgeoisie, while
denying full government power to the
Fascists, nevertheless stoops to some of
their most outrageous demands. Thus,
for instance, in the case of the five Nazi
 murderers of the worker Piezcuck, whose
death verdict has been commuted to life
imprisonment.
The Maneuvers of the Hitlerites

The Hitlerites, for their part, are con-
tent to wait. They realize that a direct
and violent attack at the present time

Even today the party fajls to respond

stitution. The voting age is to be raised
to 25 years. An upper-and-lower house
system is to be instituted. Vote by tic-
Ket based on proportional representation
is to be replaced by vote for persons, etc.

On the industrial front, “labor service
duty” or compulsory labor is to be intro-
duced. Al this with the active colla-
boration of the social democracy and the
reformist trade union leaders of the
A, D. B. G. (The German General Labor
Confederation). The reformist leaders of
the “Iron Front” are utilizing the con-
flict between the Junkers and the Nazis
to spread new dangerous illusions among
the masses about the possibility of de-
feating the Fascists with the cooperation
of the Von Papen government.

would incur, not only tremendous resist-

(Continued on page 2)
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New Coal Miners' Union

(Continued from page 1)

file will preserve the last basis of un-
jonism in the bituminous fields.

In our district nc agitation is neces-
sary to convey to the membership the
savagery, the terrorism and murder that
have prevailed, as the methods of our
high salaried officials in the attempt to
force a wage cut, and sacrifice
every important condition ever derived
thru long years of Dbitter struggle.

Our international and district officials
stand indicted on the following counts in
direct violation of the oath of obliga-
tion, and the constitution of the U. M. W,
of A.:

1. Refusal to adhere to the majority

decision of the membership.

2. Refusal to carry out the mandates

of the district convention.

3. Discrimination against foreign born

members of our Union.

4. The outright robbery of the refer-

endum vote on the Wage Scale,

5. Use of gangsters, police, sheriffs,

stute highway patrolmen, and all
agencies of force and oppression,
in murdering and terrorizing loyal
members of U. M. W. of A,

Every method of discussion and per-
suasion has becn exhausted in our honor-
able struggle to present our grievances

within the organization. |

We have petitioned for a special district
convention, we have used cvery consti-
tutional method to eradicate the destruc-
tive forces within our union. The ans-
wer of our officials has Leen more terror-
failings-clubbings-intimidation and whole-
sale expulsions of the true fighters that
were the backbone of our organization.
Having exhausted cvery method of con-
stitutionality we have come to the con-
clusion that an cuergetic program of
struggle must be formulated for the pre-
dervation of Unionism in the mining in-
dustry of Iilinois and for the best inter-
ests of all dependent on the mining in-
dustry for' existence.

Realizing the respousibility that his-
tory had placed upon wux. We your
POLICY COMMITTEE clected by state
wide conference held in  Gillespie, Ill,
Sept. 1, 1932 to which was delegated the
task of presenting a program herewith
wish to submit the following report for
your consideration,

1.

We propose that a definite break with
the officers of the U. M. W. of A, be
immediately carried out and we proceed
at once to set up an apparatus for the
formation of a new union.

II.

We recommend to the conference that
the name of our new industrial Union
shall be the PROGRESSIVE MINERS
OF AMERICA.

111.

We recommend that a temporary Ex-
ecutive Committee be selected by the
conference consisting of one member from
each sub-district. Also that one tempor-
ary Pres., one Temp. Vice Pres. and one
temporary Secy. Treasurer be selected
by the conference. These officials to act
until such time that a referendum vote
of our whole membership be held. These
officers to serve for actual expense until
such time that a constitutional conven-
tion be held, or that work is resumed.
In the event that one of the officers’ mine
resumes operation hc¢ will be paid the
basic scale and expenses until constitu-
tional convention decides otherwise. Re-
ferendum for permanent officers to be
held within sixty days after constitu-
tional convention is held.

iv.

We recommend that the check-off sys-
tem be temporarily abolished until con-
stitutional convention for further consi-
deration of this matter and that dues and
assessments be paid by individual mem-
bers to Local Union Secretary who in
turn will give the member a badge and
card which will be furnished to every
member joining the PROGRESSIVE
MINERS UNION.

V.

We recommend that one scalé commit-
tee member be elected by this conference
from cach sub-district to work in con-
junction with temporary cxecutive of-
ficers and Temp. Officials in order to
invite mine operators to a joint confer-
ence for the purpose of consummating a
contract. Representatives from the solid
shooting and strip mines be elected by
general caucus of these miners working in
this particular class of work. We sug-
gest that no less than two from each
classification be chosen as representatives.

We recommend that an official organ,
named the “PROGRESSIVE MINER” be
eatablished and to be published weekly.
The supervision of our Official organ,
shall be left up to the executive Officials,

VII.

We recommend that pending the secur-
ing of a wage agreement with the Ill-
inois coal operators, by association or
associations, that individual operators
desiring to operate mines will be given
a contract signed by the officals, as re-
presentatives of the “PROGRESSIVE
MINERS OF AMERICA. This agreement
to be temporary at the wage scale and

‘Pape, 'W. J. Roberts,

conditions that cxisted up until March
31, 1932. 1t is understood that any
operator must include all the mines own-
ed and controlled by himm and that all
coal operators shall grant an equal divi-
sion of work in all classifications of
labor.
VIII.

We recommend, that an attempt be
made to get the attorneys of the “AM-
ERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION” to
render legal talent for the purpose of
collecting death funds due our deceased
brothers and also to supply all legal
support nccessary in the course of our
struggle, against the coal operators and
all enemies of our movement.

IX.
We recommend that we have our state
headquarters at Gillespie temporarily,
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cers of our Union decide otherwise.
X.

We };ecommend that Pit Committees
and Local unions settle all disputes on
the basis of the contract. In the event,
that it is agreed by both sides to refer
the matter to higher tribunal; that two
members of the district board of our
union and two members of the coal op-
erators association meet to decide any
controversial matters.

The Salting Up of an Apparatus

The conference proceeded then to com-
plete its task in setling up of an appar-
atus of provisional officers to take care
of the new union until a constitutional
convention be held. The date set for
the convention will be October 3, at
Gillespie.
of the PROGRESSIVE MINERS OF AM-
ERICA will be set wp. In the meantime
a program of severing all relations with
the United Mine Workers of America is
to be earried out. Injunctions, legal
tangles and law suits make it impera-
tive that certain preliminary steps be
taken for the establishment of the new
order.

Claud Pearcy, of Gillespie, Tim Jones
of Taylorville and Willian Keck, of
Belleville were elected by acclamation
for the positions of President, Vice-
r'resident and  Secretary-Treasurer re-
spectively. These officers are to serve
provisionally until such time that a re-
ferendum vote can be held throughout
the whole jurisdiction of the Progres-
sive Miners Union.

Joe Perona, H. V. Machlin, Edward
Thomas Cowell,
Burney Flaherty, S. L. Jones, George Mc-
Clendon and Gerry Allard were elected
Executive Board Members, also to serve
provisionally.

Gerry Allard, Pat Ansbury and I O.
Dudley were selected to attend the con-
forence of the Canadiun rank and file
miners that is to be held in Glace Bay,
Novia Scotia, September 19th, The
Novia Scotia miners pledged their whole
hearted support, to the new movement.

Joe Goett, Dan Magill, Andrew Steed,
Gerry Allard and Albert O'Brien were
elected on a committee to present the
cause of the Illinois miners and demand-
ing that all rights of picketing meet-
ings, riding on the highways be guar-
anteed. The committee will also demand
from the state authorities an investiga-
tion of conditions in Franklin County
where two members of the opposition fac-
tion were murdered and hundreds wound-
eod.

The conference was in session for three
days and deliberated on all phases of the
mining situation. The ladies auxiliary
were busily  engaged in preparing meals
for over 300 miners. The spirit prevail-
ing at the conference was perfect, Never
had a conference heen held in the his-
tory of the Illinois coal miners where
men, wonten and the whole populace
were so harmonious in cooperating to
the end of overcoming the horrible condi-
tions that prevail throughout the mining
fields of Illinois.

Some Necessary Criticism

The main weakness developed in the
conference was the fact that the more
capable leaders of the movement would
not accept positions. Everyone serving
as delegates were so deeply imbued over
the bureaucracy that has existed in the
miners union for years, that they believe
to accept positions would make them out
as office seekers. This was a wrong tend-
ency. It is not too late however and it
is hoped that a stronger leadersbip will
be €lected into the leading offices after
the constitutional convention is held.
‘fRank and fileism” was prevalent in the
minds of the best of leaders. Everyone
wanted to fight and make the greatest
sacrifices possible to build the new union
but they wanted to serve as buck pri-
vates and on the firing lines.

This was especially the attitudes of
Pat Ansbury, Joe Picek, Joe Burrell, Joe
Battuello, Joe Goett and other outstand-

There the complete program;

e

d;ganized

ing leaders of the struggle.

‘'he Communist Party, issued a state-
ment attacking the cenference and the
leaders of the movement. Especially levy-
ing their attacks of Gerry Allard, Pat
Ansbury and Joe Goett. These three min-
ers have been in the forefront of the
atruggle, fighting shoulder to shoulder
with the rest of the brothers under ter-
rific strain. Joe Goett was former pro-
visional president of the Illinois miners
appointed by John L. Lewis Ilis record
is not of the best character. Yet he
severed his wrelations in the Lewis ad-
ministration and has’ been instrumental
in solidifying the strike in- the Peoria
district which "is now 1007 on strike.
1Ie unhesitantly endorsed the idea of a
new union. Goett was in a position to
center the most conservative elements
around him and split the conference, but
he refused to do this. What his future
policies may be is difficult to determine
at thiz time. Iowever,.it must be re-
cognized that he was elected by his mem-
bership to attend this convention, and
for over two years now he has been in
the mines loading coal. 1le can only be
classed as a rank and filer.

Party Leaders Negotiate Secretly
But Denounee Publicly
I'at Ansbury s unquestionably one of
the most popular leaders in the Illinois

struggle. He is a militant trade unionist
with a clean cut record. He enjoys the
‘confidence of the broad section of the
rank and filé. He has for over a year
cooperated with the Party in fighting the
Criminal Syndicalist cases in Franklin
County. The Communist Party has ex-
pressed confidence in him personally on
more than one occasion. Several times
tleaders of the Party have conferred with
him on the Illinois miners struggle. The
‘main attack of the Party against him
is the fact that he is a close personal
and political associate of Gerry Allard.
The Party has asked him to sever rela.
tions with Allard, but he has steadfastly
refused to do so claiming that the Party
was wrong in its policies in the mine
struggle and that the policy of Allard’s
group were more applicable to the sitna-
tion. - At the present time a great price
has been placed on his head by the en-
cuties of the Hlinois coal miners, He is
rosolute, resourceful and a dynamice fig-
ure. but his main weaknesses lie in the
lack of theoretical understanding having

first step, become vindicated not only
only been active in the labor movement by theoretical conclusion but alko by
for two years, During the rank and file

the realities of the class struggle.
! movement of o year ago he was a vietim,| THE FUTURE PATH OF

“losing his job at the mines and faced| THE ILLINOIS MINERS
The sterling fighters of the Illinois coal

(Continued from page 1)

if the new movement is not to sink into
a state of paralysis and finally be ren-
dered impotent like so many rebel move.
ments before it.

This was the direction clearly indic-
ated by the Left Opposition and by its
members and supporters actively engag-
ed in the Illinois movement over a per-
iod of time. At the convention in St.
Louis of last year our members recom-
mended the building of a new union and
a program of unity of action. It was
rejected then by the Musteites in control
of the convention, as well as by the Com-
munist PParty lcadership who hoycotted
the convention. Qur members continued
their tight within the movement. And
the correctness of the direction which
we recommended then has now, in  its

courageonsly deportation charges of the
i I'ederal government at the instigation of| fields, the thousands of miners who have
{ John L. Lewis' brother who is an agent, proven themselves as worthy upholders
1 of the department of justice. All through: of the early splendid traditions of the
{ the convention he pursued a correct line; miners’ union, have accepted this. as
of struggle against the operators and the: their directio of travel. The road is al-
Lewis-Walker forees. ready emblazoned with struggles of gig.
‘ —GERMINAL. antic proportions, miners fighting tenac-

Christopher, Il
August 31, 1932
Dear Comrades:

1 was approached the- other day .for
the purpose of trying to come to an ui-
derstanding with the party. John Shaw,
organizer of the party, had a lawyer of
the I. L. D. from $8t. Louis,
Spencer, bring a message advising me
that all could be threshed out so that
the party and I would come tq an un-
derstanding. 1 am willing to strengthen
Communism, but have become firmly con-
vinced that the way to build Communism
is not through the bureaucrats of the
party. The Daily Worker continues to
conduct “u ecampaign of lying, vilification
and the slimiest =ort of publicity cver
experienced by coal miners in the labor
movement.

The rank and file miners are swarming
to the Socialist party and belicve me, it
hurts my heart to sec¢ this gang of re-
formists taking in the best fighters of
the labor movement here. Yet, when I
speak of the Communist party, they point
out the numerous articles attacking me
and wonder how I have the gall to de-
fend them in the face of the Dbarrage
of lies that have been leveled at my
head.

I have made up my mind that the
farther away the Party bureaucrats keep
theiy noses out of our affairs, the better
it will be for the labor movement. We
will demonstrate to the labor movement
how a real miners union will Lbe built in
the United States. And the pride of
this achievement will he the tact that
the rank and file coal diggers huild it

We appreciate cooperation from real
working c¢lass organizatious. The Left
Opposition is continuousiy an inspiration.
But the professional liars make person.
al issues out of our best fighters, while
our comrades are being murdered,, jailed
and beaten. Well, that is too much for
me ever to forget. . T could not he hon-
est with myself and with the -labor
movement to ever forgive such crimes,

Facts About Allard

A recent issue  of the Daily Worker
says that Allard and the Musteites are
very conspicuouxly absent  from  the
picket lines and it is only the pressure
of the rgnk and file under the leader-
ship of the party that forces the fakers
to move forward. The faets are that
Allard and his wife were the first ones
arrested in the Tlinois miners struggle
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Allard Answers Party Bureaucrats

Irving§

But as far as to come out and fight for
the party as it stands today—that is im-
possible,

The Party in the Situation

What is the party going to do in the
present situation? Thus far, they have
not got one active or prominent member
from within. The party demands hege-
Ed. mony of the present moveent. Hven if
the miners would give it to them, they
. . would not know what to do with it. They
land participated in the first picket linesi ,,ch forward the N. M. U., totally dis-
iwho}'ﬁ they were picked off by thel cregited and dead. What part have they
tsherifts, played: in bringing about the present
' A few more facts: movement?  Nothing, excepting to de-
| Allard was in the vanguard of thef jounce us from the very beginning Now,
!“‘“l“‘ marchers. then, they are the saviors and have not
I Allard worked three days and nights| as yvet defined a policy for this movement
i(n':.';ani'/.ing the state march. to pursue. They =ay we have no pro-
| Allard is Dbeing hounded by killers of; 8ram and continually harp on the fact
{ the underworld, called by the state forces| that we have wo policy. But yet, we
| the “brains”™ of the present movement. have held our own. We have made labor
i Allard is now doing work in Franklin history, we have some 40,000 miners un-
, County where no organizer dares —set der our control ':md we are pushing for.
I foot at the present time. “""”'d a new umnion. . .

] Allard is getting delegates from work- F“gmorrows conference will have de-
ing mines to go fo the state-wide con- finitely before it the program for a new
[ ference at Gillespie tomorrow. Quite a union on the following baxis:

Utask, by the way, in the face of two 1. The building of a new industrial
Tr‘uousand deputies  guarding Franklin ciass struggle union.

! County. 2. Tor the national rank and file
| 1 will leave *t up to the miners to| Unity of all the miners.

; decide on who is more devoted to the 3.  Stop the check-off.

; present cause. Dut as far as helping a} 4 Immediate negotiation with the
Communist party of that kind goes, well,} coal operators for rank and file contracts.
I believe that T am through. I know
that this does not conform exactly to
vour attitude but T am caught in a
i movement that makes it necessary for' o X
me to come (o this point. The party Wining industry.

and Communism loses ground while a' 7. Iuvitation of the West Virginia
bunch of fakers and misleaders like thej miners” union and the rank and file of
S, P. makes headway. . . . | the National Miners tnion.

I have only one course to pursue inj. These along with a number of other
this fight and that is for me and the preliminary steps for the formation of
other sympathizers to fight for a mm_:tho union will be considered.
tant revolutionary union program  and | Fraternally yours,
for - independent working class action.! GERRY ALLARD.

I IHerewith we are publishing a let-
i ter from comrade Allard which deals
i with the important question of our
- attitude to the official party. Its con-
| tents retlect comrade Allard’s person-
| a2l reaction in the present situation

which require an answer and clarifica-
L ton, The answer we will publish in
our next issue

P M L i i i

5. Setting up of apparatus  for na-
tional organization.

6. Liquidation of Lewisism in  the

Stalinist Bureaucrat Expelled in N. Y.

Nome time ago, The Militant, in deal | file- foodworkers, It is only one  in-
ing with the situation in the Food Work-| stance in which their pressure upon the
ers Industrizl Union, gave some sketch-| bureaucracy is making itself felt. DBut
e¢s of the Stulinist bureaucrats in ils] they must not rest contented with this.
leader=hip. Among these sketches there| They must push on until final triamph
was one of o certain Joe Newman, aj over the bureaucrats, until their union
racketeer type sheltered by the burcau-]and their Communist party are returned
¢racy in the cooperative camps under| to the Leninist path, until workers’ dem-
the contol of the party. Months after| ocracy once more becomes a fact in the
The Militant exposed this heinous flunky.| Left wing organizations, until the line of
the Distriet Secretariat of Dis- 2, New] Lenin is firmly reestablished. In  this
York. now, -at last, announces the ox-]itight, the Left Opposition will work tire-
tausion  of Newman—nevertheless—only | lessly side by ~ide with them.
for the period of one year. . FOODWORKERS,

Newman will he remembered by Mill-
tant readers as the abominable Stalinist
fuinctionary, who in the summer of 1931,
considered it proper and fit to settle a S y S O
dispute with a worker employed at camp ept' oung partacus ut
Kinderland—which the notorious New- The Kpecial sSepntember  International
man was “running”—by  calling  the{ Youth Day issue of Young Spartacus is
Siate Troopers! now off the press. This issue i¢ an 8.

Upon the pressure of the Left Opposi-| Dager. Featured is a veprint of the call
tion and the rank and file of the F. w.{ for the tirst International Youth Day ad-
(. U., Newman was suspended by the Lu | dressed to the working youth of the
reaueracy for six months last  winter world by the Berne Conference of the
For xix months—s¢ as to-enable him to| International Union of Socialist Youth.
veame his abominable practices  and| There are also extracts from Lenin's ar-
ohediont service to the ftop bonzes whoen| ticle on the “Causes of the Worla War”,
summer came around again. This time| #nd Trotsky™s “Pucitism in the Service of
he ix being expelled for one year! One Imperialism.”
year in which to rchabilitate himself for The Neptember isuwe also contains an
his regular job with the burcaucraey article .on the (n'ig_innl of International
oice more, uext summer. . ., Youth Day by Albert Glotzer, a call to

But the foodworkers will remain at-| demonstrate with the Young (‘ommunist
tentive and vigilunt—let the  Stalinist] J-eague, a review of the resolution by
leador-hip rest assured of that. Newman| the Y. C. L. to the Amecrican League by
wax expelled for an allegedly wretched|Joe Carter. and a report on the conven-
plece of burcaneratic  impudence and] {ion of the  Young  Peoples
headlessness,

with property of the enterprise, he went| SU¢ an appealing one.
ahead and in the most arbitrary fashion

workers had occupied!
workers took him to account, a little| Ovder your copies and see that
sceandal ensued, the workers were clear-| earch your acquaintances and  connec-
ed of the burcaucrat's unfounded suspic.| tions. )

ion and M. wanmn was hauled on the| i sr s sr~srs
curpet. Iis Stalinist protectors found the

situation altogether too embarrassing

and had to *“double-cross” him; the ey

pulsion followed, with the typical hureau-
| eratic proviso: for one year! C@MM l! INKST 9
i The expulsion of Bureaucrat Newman : (.4

is undoubtedly a victory of the rank and| ewe~srwsresraorws
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CL.A. Hails New Union

iously against the imposition of starva-
tion wages, agninst the capitalist lackeys
who attempted to sgell them out and
against the open and brutal terror of
the henchmen in governmental positious.
These miners have organized their fight
with picketing on a mass scale never
witnessed before thus giving a militant
birth to their new union.

There is now a stronger basis avail-
able than a year ago. The miners have
gained additional” experiences which will
fortify them against encroachments -of
new faker combinations who will inevit-
ably attempt to fgtten on the new move-
ment. They will have learned to discard
such false illusions of the past as the
confidlence given to the Fishwick-Walker-
Howatt combination, or to the leader-
ship of self-styled progresxives of the
Edmondson type. In this sense the Ill-
inois miners must watch the leaders who
are thrown forward today and who have
not been tested in the fire of struggle.

For the Illinois miners the destiny now
lies in their own hands. But their union
is ~till to tace ity test. The serious
sinuggle with the rapagious operators
is still ahead. So is also the case with
the dight to a finish with the Lewis mach-
ine and above all the serious matter of
future poliey.

The Illinois miners have also learned
some valuable lessons from their experi-
enc. with policy pursued by the official
par:y Stalinist leadership. It pursued
the opposite course from ours. It re-
jecind the policy of a genuine united
front of approachiug the cxisting inde-
pendent miners’ unions as bona fide bodies
and of recognizing the Illinois miners’
revolts as 2 genuine mass movement
even though infested in the past with
mi<leaders. It refused to recognjze any
othzr union than the one over which
it itself held mechanical control, the
National Miners Union. It failed, as a
logival conclusion from this course, en-
tirely in the essential task of developing
and organizing the Left wing within the
U. M. W. It borcotted and attacked re-
volt movements which ‘were not ready
to aceept its mechanical domination and
its wrong course. As a result of this
the party is today isolated from the Ill-
inois mine fields.

THE COMMUNIIST DUTY IN
COMING DEVELOPMENTS

The organization of the “I'rogressive
Miners of America” and the objective
possibilities for unity in the mine fields
imperatively demand a change in this
false course pursuwed by the party lead-
ership. It ix becoming more pressing
than ever. The (Communists must be in
the vanguard of the working class strug-
gle; but thex have the additional serious
(')hligation of leading in the correct dir-
cetion. In this sense the party leader-
ship faces a new test when the hands
for unity of action is extended to the
National Miners Union. That hand it
must grasp and strive honestly for such
unity.

Enormous tasks lie ahead in the mine
fields. Great struggles are pending.
IHowever, thix is but one of the focuss-
ing points at the moment. The workers
elsewhere are not exempted. The cap-
italist rulers of the country still cher-
ishing the hope of issuing out of the
crisis by shifting the whole burden on
to the shoulders of the working class
are increasing their attacks. The Am.
erican workers have suffered serious set-
backs but they have not been defeated.
A new stage of more intense struggles all
along the line is in the making. To
prepare for this the experiences in  the
1llinois “mine fields furnish a valuable
lesson. That is a lesson particularly
for the Communist party.

Preparation fér these future strugges,
which will sure as day and night involve
the present existing unions, demands that
the Communists penetrate deeper into
these. unions. Every Communist must
find his place there. Away with the
policy of self-isolation and with all the
rubbish of the *Third Period”. In its
place must bhe posed the question of a
genuine united front policy and of trade
union unity.

National Committee
Communist Leaguc of America
(Opposition)

Hitler & Von Papen

New Betrayals of Social Democracy
Opportunity for Communists

The new betrayals of the wocial dem-
ocracy and the temporary conflict among
the bourgeoisie offer the Communists an-
other excellent opportunity to rally the
whole working class of Germany for uni-
ted action, to prepare the proletariat for
the deathblow against capitalism. Will
the German (Communist IParty take ad-
vantage of the xituation. That depends.

In the first place, the whole Stalinist
confusionism of ‘‘national and social
liberation™ must be thrown overboard.

. Instead of Thaclmann's dangerously na-

tionalistic **People’s Revolution Against

Versailles”, the German Communists
must use _the military formula of the
conscious  hourgeoisie —  Schleicher’s

Socialist phras « ; s

' ) i phraxe about “first settling accounts with

1t is charged that, suspie.| l-eague by comrade Gould. Cartoons and!the internal Schwoinollunri"——a"'ftinst the

fous that some workers were absconding! # siappy make.up help to make the is-! capitalist foe. Now, more Y
. )

than ever
“the -main enemy is in ome's own coun-

All comrades are asked to send in their tyy.”
cut up the tires of an auto which these| Orders immediately to Young Sparta,cus.: .Secondly, the

German Communists

Of course, the| There are only a limited edition on hand.' must realize that it is high time to re-
they turn to the Leninist united front tactic

and to give up the burcaucratic ultima-
tism of the Stalinists.

Thirdly, international solidarity must
be aroused in the widest possible forms,
the Comintern must be brought into ac-
tion. . The need of the moment is a world
congress of the Communist Internation-
al with the participation of the Lenin-
ist Left Opposition.

—SAM GORDON,
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Comrade Weishord:

Your organization on its own initiative
has delegated you to get an exchange of
views on questions which separate you
from the Amcrican League which is the
section of the International Opposition
(Bolshevik-Leninists). In the course of
several talks you have explained the op-
infons of your organization over the
tundamental litigious questions. You
have proposed that I put down in writ.
ing my conclusions from the talks which
we have had. In the following lines I
shall try to do this without pretending
in any way to exhaust the guestions
raised by you.

1. I am inclined to consider as the
most important the question of  the
Labor Party”. Here it is a question of
the essential instrument of the proletar-
ian revolution. Every lack of clarity
or ambiguity on that question is pern-
icious. The ideas developed by you for
the defence of the slogan of the “Labor
Party” I have criticized in a spécial
document which I have given you. Here
1 deem it necessary to add only several
words.

On the question of the Labor Party
your organization i¢ very near to the
position of Lovestone which is notorious-
ly opportunistic. The Lovestone group
is consistent in -its denial of the inde-
pendent historic wrole of the Communist
Party. That group approves up to today
the policy of the Comintern in regard to
the Kuo Min Tang nnd the British Trade
Unions, that is to say, the capitulation in
principle of Communism in the one case
before the hourgeoisie and in the other
case before the lieutenants of the bour-
geoisie within the working class.

Your group, as far as I know, con-
demns the politics of the Stalinists in
China and in Great Britain but at the
same time it accepts the slogan of the
Labor Party. That is to say: In taking
or trying to take a Marxist position to-
wards the past events in other coun-
tries you take an opportunist position
towards the future of your own coun-
try. I believe that without a radical re-
vision of your position in the central
question of the party an effective rap-
prochement between your organization
and the International Left Oppositino
cannot be affected.

2. Your group has rejected up to the
present the definition accepted by us of
the international Stalinist fidaction as
Bureaucratic Centrism. You start out
from the view that one can give the
name ‘iCentrism"” only to those groupings
which occupy the place between the of-
ficial camp of reformism (Social-Dem-
ocracy) and the official camp of Com-
munism. Under this purely formalist,
schematic, undialectical conception of
centrism is hidden in fact a lack of clar-
ity of the political position of your own
group. You are concerned to efface the
difference between the official party, the
Right wing fraction (Lovestone group)
and even the American League. This
makes it easy for you to remain in an
eclectic position and defend your right
of a bloc with the Lovestone group.

That the Lovestone group does not re-
present a purely reformist organization
is incontestable, but the question is in
its tendency and political orbit. The
Lovestone group represents a variety of
Right wing centrism which is evolving
from Communism to Social-Democracy.
The German Socialist Labor Party (S. A.
P.) which broke from the Social-Dem-
ocracy, contains a more progressive ten.
dency than the Brandlerites although ac-
cording to the theoretical formulae the
last are apparently nearer to us. Statie-
ally, the Lovestone group, the German
Brandlerites as well as the S. A. P. re.
present varieties of Right-wing Centrism.
But dynamically one is different from the
other and it is the dynamics which de-
cides.

Certainly, in a number of partial
questions, the Lovestone group has taken
a position more cerrect than the official
party but to conclude a bloc with the
Lovestone group would mean to augment
its general authority and by that to help
it to fulfill its reactionary historic mis.
sion.

I shall not stop here to go into more
details on the question of centrism. I
permit myself to refer you to my last
brochure which will soon appear in Am-
erica (What Next?)

Without clarity in this most essential
question in my opinion a rapprochement
between your fraction and the Interna-
tional Left Opposition cannot be
achieved.

3. Your criticism of the American
Lieague starts to considerable degree
from wrong premises (the most import-
ant of which are given above). At the
same time you give to your criticism a
character so immediate, exaggerated and
embittered that it forces us to see in you
an ideological nuance not in the camp
of the International Left Qpposition but
of its adversaries if not of its enemies.

Upon the bases of criteria which are
partly false, partly insufficient and arbi-
trary, you deny, as I have said, the ex-
istence of differences in principle between
the American ILeague, the Iovestene
group and the official party. With this
you declare not only that the leader.
ship of the League is classed in an op-
portunist position but also that the 1n-
ternational Left Opposition as a whole
is absolutely incapable of distinguishing
between Marxism and opportunism on a
most essential question. Is it that you
are astonished after that, that the Bol-
shevik-Leninists demand what binds you
to the International Left Opposition?

4. You stress with special energy the
necessity of active participation on the
part of the Left Opposition in general
in the movement and the struggle of
the working masses. Although at the
present stage, the Left Opposition is, in
the majority of countries, a propagandist
organization, it puts forth propaganda
not in a sectarian bhut in a Marxist man-

THE MILITANT

We are publishing herewith a letter
by comrade Trotsky to comrade Weis-
bord, which was written as a conclu-
sion to discussions held between them.
In subsequent issues we will publish
the answer of comrade Weisbord to
this letter and a statemant by our
National Committee In regard to this
answer,—Ed.
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ner, that is to say, upon the basis of
participation in all the life of the pro-
letariat. I am not able to admit that
anyone of the leaders or of the members
of the American League denies this prin-
ciple. The question reduces itself to a
great extent to the real possibility to
which pertains also natural capacity, in-
itiative and experience.

Let us admit, for a minate, that the
American League lacks this or that pos-
gibility in mass work. I am ready to ad-
mit that your group would be able in
that respect to complete the work of the
Amferican League. But mass work must
be on the basis of definite principles
and methods. Until the time that, in
a number of fandamental questions a
necessary unanimity will be  attained
disputes on “mass work” will inevitably
vemain lifeless.

3. Above, 1 have called the position of

yeur group eclectic. By this I do not
wish at all to express any condemnation:

~a:s a whole which bars the possibility of

a future rapprochement. The question is
here also declded  dynamically. You
must openly, clearly and attentively re-
vi<e your baggage so as to take care to
uncover by that not only your manifest
political faults but also the historical and'
principled roots of these faults. I have
reacted with such warm praise to the'
thesis of the Second Conference of the
Americal League on the Labor Party;
becaun<e in this thesis there was taken‘
not only a correct position in the cssence
of the question but also there was given
an open aud courageous criticism of its
own past. Only in this way can a rev-
olutionary tendency assure itself serious-
ly against a relapse,

6. Your group has raised up the
slogan of an international conference;
with the participation of all the or-l
zanizations and groups who count them-
sclves with the Left. This way presents
itself to me to be false to the roots. The
international Left Opposition does not
exist for the first day. In the struggle

for its ideas and methods it has purified
its ranks of foreign elements. The in-
ternational conference can and must
start from the idéological work already
accomplished and to fortify its results
and to systematize them. To enter on
the road which was proposed by your
group would mean to make a cross over
the past and to return to the state of
original chaos. Of that we cannot even
apeak.

The Left Opposition is not a mechani-
cal sum of vacillating groups but an in-
ternational fraction created on the
granite basis of the principles of Marx-
i'm. A rapprochement and a fusion
with the International Left Opposition is
not able to be obtained through organi-
zational manipulations or through adven-
turistic combinations a la Landau. I
was glad to hear from you that your
group has nothing in  common  with
Landau and his methods. Precisely for
this reason it is necessary to renoundce
once for all the thoughts of transform-
ing the International Left Opposition into
a Noah's Ark. 1t is necessary to choose
another road less precipitate but more
serious and certain.

Before everything you must keep clear-
ly in mind that the road to the Inter-
national Eeft Opposition leads through
the American League; a second road does
not exist. Unification with the Ameri-
can League is possible only on the basis
of unity of principles and methods which
must be formulated theoretically and
verified by experience.

The best thing would be, in my opin-
ion, if you would devote a coming issue
of your organ to a critical revision of
your ideological baggage, especially in
regard to the litigious questions. Only the
character of this revision (before all na-
turally its eontent but particularly also
its form) can demonstrate just to what
degree the practical steps on the side
of unification. are really ripe.

The most important extracts of your
article could be printed in the Interna-
tional Bulletin as information material.
Naturally the question will be decided by
the American League. But all our sec.
tions will want to be informed. Not one
of them will demand concession in prin-
ciple from the American League. But
howeveer all of them will cooperate com-
pletely in the cause of a rapprochement
and fusion if the existence of a common
basis of principle will be confirmed.

It is not necessary to say that I shall

oy e

ky's Letter to the Weisbord Group

be very glad if your trip here and our
discussion will contribute to the going
over of your group to the camp of the
Bolsh®vik-Leninists.

May 22, 1932, —IL. TROTSKY.
® o O

Postseript to the Letter to Comrade
Weisbhord

For the sake of better clarity I wish
to add some remarks:

1. If I speak about the inadmissabil-
ity of direct or indirect support of the
Lovestone group or the Brandlerites in
general I do not wish at all to say by
that, that these elements could not, under
any circumstances, find for themselves a
place in the Communist ranks. On the
contrary : under a healthy regime of the
Comintern the majority of the Brandler-
ites would have executed, witheut doubt,
this or that useful work. One of the
pernicious consequences of the Stalinist
bureaucracy consists in this that it is
compelled by each new empiric zig-zag,
under fear of its own collapse, to push
out of the party its allies of yesterday.

Zinoviev and Kameneff represent high-
ly qualified elements. Under the regime
of Lenin they accomplished very respon-
sible work in spite of their insufficiency
which was well understood by Lenin.
The regime of Stalin condemned Zinoviev
and Kameneff to political death,
same thing can be said of Bucharir, and
many others. The ideological and moral
decomposition of Radek is witness not
only of the fact that Radek is not made
of first class material but also of the
fact that the Stalinist regime can rely
only upon impersonal chinovniks or mor-
ally decomposed individuals.

However, it is necessary to take facts
as they are in reality. The Brandler-
ites chased out of the Comintern, and
their worst section (the Lovestone grouwp)
have proved themselves condemned to
political degeneration. Their ideological
resources are zero. Masses they have
not and cannot have As an independent
group they are capable only of bringing
confusion and decomposition. The
soonor they will be liquidated the bet-
ter. Which part of them will be trans-
formed by this into Stalinist chinovilke
and which into Social-Democrats is a
matter of indifference.

2, The remark made above that the
N. A. P. elcments are more progressive
than the Brandlerites must in no case be
submitted to an enlarged interpretation.
About a political bloc between the Left

Yhe \
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Opposition and the 8. A, P. with its
actual obvious centrist leadership omne
cannot even speak. The progressive
tendencies within the S. A. P. can be un-
covered only by our implacable critic-
ism against the leadership of the S. A.
I'. and alsé against the old Brandler-
ites who are under it and who play with-
in the 8. A. P. a manifestly reactionary
role.

We cannot put your American Left
Socialists at all on the same plane even
with the Centrist leaders of the 8. A. P,
who at least have.broken with the Social-
Democracy. By a correct policy of the
Communist Party, the S. A. P., before its
disintegration, could become a precious
auxiliary instrument for the decomposi-
tion of Social-Democracy. As for the
American Left Socialists we do not have
the least reason to distinguish them
from Hillquit that is to say, to see in
them anything else than agents of the
bourgeoisie in the working class.

3. In the guestion of the Labor Party
you refer to the decision of the Fourth
Congress. The Left Opposition stands
entirely on the basis of the decisions of
the first four congresses but distinguish-
es the decisions of principles and pro-
-gram from tactical and episodic deci-
sions. The decisions of the Fourth Con-
gress on that question could be only a
tactical hypothesis. After that the hypo-
thesis was submitted to a gigantic test.
The Left Opposition grew, in g certain
sense, from that test. The fault of your
#n2iap consists precisely in that you ignore
t the work of the Left Opposition in this
! fundamental question.

4. The same thing applies to the ques-
tion of Centrismm. You refer to Lenin,
But the task does not consist to refer

'to this or that quotation from Lenin
which is concerned with other times and
other conditions, but to use correctly the
method of Lenin. In Lenin you do not

' find, naturally, anything about bureau-
cratic Centrism because the Stalinist
fraction was formed politically after the

. death of Lenin. In the struggle with

this fraction, the International Left Op-
position grew. Also in this question, you
ignore its critical activity.

5. I do not wish to say at all that
your group defended in the past the un-
worthy methods of the Landaun group.
However, you are in error in thinking
that this question is an intermal question
of the Left Opposition. The Left Op-
position does not have and cannot -have
anything in common with the Landau
group nor with those who support that
aroup.

May 24, 1932.

—L. TROTSKY.

Unemployed Activity in Rctrospect|

(Continued from last issue)

We do not mean to create the impres-
sion that it is incorrect to fight for these
demands wherever they are issues. But
by an almost exclusive concentration on
these demands the larger objectives of the
movement are lost sight of and these
demands do not become steps leading to-
ward the development of class conscious-
ness and the raising of the struggle to
a higher plane, but ends in themselves.
They become reformist, opportunist de-
mands. And they sow confusion in the
minds of the workers by wiping out the
essential differences between the revolu-
tionary-Communist program, and the
Socialist and other reformist programs.

This can best be seen from the text
itself. The program is based on
recognition of the fact that those whe
own and control the wealth and govem-
ment are willing to aliow millions teo
suffer hunger and want in order that
their great wealth shall not be drawn on
for relief.” (Emphasis in the original).
“The Unemployed Councils are the organs
for the determined, uncompromising
struggle against all who are responsible
for and all who assist in imposing upon
the workers the miseries that result from
mass unemployment.” Again: “In the
effort to safeguard the masses from the
effects of unemployment the TUnemploy-
ment Councils organize and conduct the;
daily struggle——"

It is in keeping that such “theoretical”
opportunism should find its counterpart
in the schema of fighting methods. Un.
der the heading. How to Formulate and
Fight for Immediate Demands, there is
to be found the following axiom of op-
portunism; “It should be obvious that if
we constantly appear in a given relief
agency to dispute over the contents of
every basket—the authorities will soon
find it more convenient and safer to
grant the demand for cash relief or more
adequate relief as the case may Dbe.”
(Emphasis in the original).

What working class content do these
formulations and methods have? What
is there in them to which a well-mean-
ing, Christian clergyman cannot sub.-
scribe? Have the Stalinist authors of
the program, like the Socialist Party, for-
gotten the class struggle? Who are the
“all” who are responsible for mass un-
employment? This is degeneration to
Uberalism. It makes of the occasional
militant phraseology of the program a
ghastly masquerade.

“_g

It is true that the program lists in its.
“basic” demands the ‘seven hour day}
without reduction in wages” which it;
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paper cover 1.00
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INTERNATIONAL SITUATION®*
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does not motivate with figures or reason

any more than did the T. U. U. L. re-
solution, and “recognition and unham-
pered trade relations with the Soviet
Union”. But they are present as window
dressing. They are not explained in the
text of the program, nor is their con-
nection with the fight for relief estab-
lished. They do not outweigh the ex-
cessive weight laid on the fight for relief
as an end in itself.

The result is that no basis is establish-
ed by the program for drawing into the
movement the Socialist and A. F. of L.
workers without whom no broad move-
ment can be built. And, consequently,
no directives are issued by the program
to accomplish this vital task. The pro-
gram thus makes the same blunder made
by the T. U. U. L resolution of last
October. It is forced to present the two
movements as separate, and it is forced
to pose the question of uniting the two
movements. Its solutions are a repeti.
tion of the solutions of the T. U. U. L.
resolution which have been tested by
time and found to be no solutions at all.
In short the program does not advance
us a single inch toward building one
united movement of employed and unem-
ployed.

But it does narrow the chasm separat-
ing the Communist relief program from
the Wobbly charity—begging schemes
and the Socialist reformist program
dressed up in militant phrases. In this
sense the program becomes not an in-
strument of clarity in the direction of
class consciousness, but a vehicle of con-
fusion.

This narrow conception of the unem-
ployed movement is thus, of necessity
carried over to the organizational forms
worked out for the movement. The un-
employed committee is established by the
program as the basic form of unemployed
movement, This is defined as an elected
body to which is eligible ‘“any worker

. regardless of any other opinion or
affilintion who agrees with the program
adopted in the meeting (of workers)
where the election takes place . . . ”
These unemployed committees are groups
of “from three to fifteen workers who
have been elected by a body of workers
in any given place . . .” The commit-
tees elect delegates to a larger territorial
Unemployed Council.

This formulation seems to establish
the bhasis of a wunited front. But it is
only an appearance. There are some

fatal limitations to this happy beginning.
With no basis laid for drawing the So-
cialist and A. F. of L. workers into

the movement the united fronts vhich
the program projects must become united
fronts of workers sympathetic to Comn-
munism, which is to say, no united fronts
at all., More than this, because of the
movement's orientation on relief unem-
ployed workers for the most part, are
drawn into the movement and the united
fronts will be, are composed of unem-
ployed workers sympathetic to Commun-
ism. The united front which begins so
happily in the program can, in practice,
turn out to be nothing mere than an-
other party auxiliary good for useful
work in demonstrations, ete.

What remains is another milestone on
the road to the opportunist swamp. The
program in practise cannot bring us
closer to our revolutionay goal. It
leads in another direction. It will not
serve to develop class consciousness
through struggle because the struggle
which it will conduct is conducting, is
based on reformist premises. The pro-
gram attempts to put a programmatic
seal on the flight to opportunism—It con.
summates the turn initiated by Browder
last year. It is the second step back-
ward.

One Step Forward

Against this opportunist course the
Opposition has repeatedly warned. It
has done more than that. It has offered
a program in place of the ideological

mess of porridge the Stalinists have
served up. In its Open Letter to the
C. C. of GPUSA, issued early in 1931,
it emumerated six basic points of a

Marxist program upon which to build a
fighting working-class movement for re-
lief.

It predicated it program on the ab-
solutely correct assumption that the
fight for relief must be a general class
fight embracing both employed and wun-
employed workers. It rested its program
on the obvious truth—for Marxists—
that, for revolutionists, a relief program
had to be linked up with the final rov-
olutionary goal as a step toward that
goal. As its third major premise it de-
clared that the slogans of today had to
prepare the movement for tomorrow and
act as a bridge.

On this basis it placed in the fore-
front of its program the slogans of the
six-hour day, five-day week with no re-
duction in pay; unemployment insurance
at the expense of the capitalist class aand
its government; and long-term, large-
scale credits to the Soviet TUnion. 1t
called for a fighting movement around
these centr 1 slogans and stated that
guch a movement could be built only on
a genuine united front basis.

That this program was not accepted by
the party everrone knows. That, how-

ever, did not make it incorect. Today
it is as correct as it was when issued.
The party’s failure to build a movement
around its program emphasies the cor-
rectness of our program in a negative
sense.

The class struggle will yet force the
adoption of our program. But we can-
not wait while unparalleled opportunities

are being wasted by the Stalinists. It
is time now to make a step forward.
The party should adopt our program

now. It should begin by opening up a
discussion in its ranks on the entire
question of unemployment and the fight
for relief. The discussion should be
free. Party members seriously interest-
ed in learning from the Party’s failures
and in building a movement for relief
should raise their voices for such a dis-
cussion. They should also demand that
the Left Opposition be given an oppor-
tunity to participate in the discussion
and defend its program. —T. 8.
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LITERATURE RUNNING OUT

We want to sound a serious note of
warning to all our propagandists and
comrades. For some time we have, all of
us, been speaking of a wave of member-
ship coming over to us from the inevit-
able smash-up of Stalinism. As one of
the results -of this wave of membership
we anticipated a tremendous demand on
our literature stocks. The wave is very
definitely on the horizon. Ip a short
time it will break and surge up to the
shore.

But as it often happens in life and
the class struggle, a secondary, so to
speak, and component part of the process
precedes the primary process itself. We.
are speaking of the order in time. That
is what is happening with our literature.
The demand is shooting up like a very
light. It is a source of no little gratifica-
tion to ws. But it is making great in-
roads on our stocks of literature.

Orders are pouring in from every cor-
ner of the globe. Our stocks are dropping.
Whoever is lacking a copy of this or
that work by comrade Trotsky had bet-
ter order it at once. Whoever is busy
propagandizing workers had better lay
in a supply now hefore some of the titles
are unavailable.

The great interest in our literature
can be seen in part from what comrade
Buehler writes from Kansas City. It

is. quoted in The Militant Builders Column
This is not an exceptional instance. The
daily mail brings evidence hfter evidence
of our growing influence.
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E;;lish Opposition
Expelled from Party

(Continued from page 1)

ter part of 1931. We hold that wronlz
party policy and bureaucracy in the
party are responsible for its unsatisface
tory position.

Answer to Threat of Expulsion

Unless we give up our point of view,
we are threatened with expulsion. But
we joined the Party believing it to be
the only party for the workers; we still
think this. and we shall hold both to
our point of view and to the party. We
shall not be harassed. as was Murphy,
into deserting the party. We shall work
to win the membership to our point of
view. Expulsions and *liquidations” will
not be the last word in this striggle.
We shall fight within the party for re-
instatement, we shall appeal to the Cen.
tral Committce. to the party Congress,
to the Comintern. Meanwhile, we shall
constantly put before the party our erit-
icisms and suggestions, and  shall—in
this area—keep n working for Com.-
munism and for the party, side by side
with all other party members.

We do not want to return in order to
“vote and keep quiet,” we want to play
our part in the struggle against wrong
policy, against bureaucracy, and for the
correct policy essential for Communist
work for the revolution. Only by strug-
gle ecan the party be changed from a
paper-distriburing, phrase-mouthing, re-
solution-passing machine, into a live and
vigorous section of the International.
We want to help with this job. We ask
you, comrades, to demand our re-instate-
ment as a group.

We are, comrades, yours fraternally,

THE BALHAM GROUP

Steve Dowdall 11 years’ membership

Jim Barrett ]

D. Groves G o
I*. Chaleroft S months’ ”
1. Mussi | " ”
(. Whiting S ”

Harry Wicks
IIenry Sara
Reg. Groves
N. Dowdall (
M. Simmonds 8 months'
W. Pyne 0 «

11 vears’ memBership
il “

0

13 (1)

€ "

per)

”

P 5 5 65 3 € 5§ 3 N 68 85 6 b TNl

MILITANT BUILDERS

T 57§94 P T L 5 437 B £ 5 6 5 85 N 4 P4 V00t

Well, the August contest is over. At
the head of the staff stands a new name
——comrade Weber of the New York
branch. He tops the list with a total of
four dollars in subs. To him goes, very
reluctantly, the Eastman biography of
comrade Trotsky.

Close behind him was a Minneapolis
standby, comrade . Schwartz; and close
behind him were a number of comrades
who usually score bullseyes in these con-
tests. The staff record tells the story:

J. Weber

H. Schwartz
A. Weaver
W. Wynne
H. Mashow
M. Abern

R. Sacharow
J. Keller

L. Goodman
J. Edwards
C. Cowl

P. Schulman
R. Karsner
R. Ruskin
L. Schlossberg

The record by branches finds New
York away out in front with 15 1-2 dol-
lars in subs. In second place, displacing
Minneapolis, comes Chicago.

4
3
212
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New York 15 1-2
€hicago 6
Minneapolis 5 1-2
Philadelphia 3
Cleveland 2
Boston 1
Miscellaneous 712

In a week or so we will be back at
you comrades with a brand new idea. It
will put all of you on your toes and
have you up early and late getting subs.
While you are waiting breathlessly for
our announcement suppose you rum
around and get new bundles orders. It
is only a thin trickle, It indicates they
are coming in of their own accord. But
that if you go after them you can do it.

From Kansas City comrade Buehler
writes very, very encouragingly “Farm.
ers from Nebraska and Texas come and
hunt us up now. Trotsky seems to be
their favorite. Even cloth bound books
are in mora demand now. Enclosed find
check ?_ That's the language to talk.
Farmers, workers, everybody wants to
read The Militant. Iet's give it to them.
After the subs! Get bundle orders!

REVOLUTIONARY LESSONS AND
WHITHER ENGLAND

The first of these two works by com-
rades Lenin and Trotsky is out. We have
on more. But we still have a few of
Whither Eungland. This will probably be
the last call on this book.
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PAGE 4

To understand the interrelationship of the classes
in the form of a schema, |
paratively simple. The evaluation of the cqncre:ce re-
lations between the classes in every given situation 1s
immeasurably more difficult. o

The German big bourgeoisie is at present vacillating
—a condition which the big bourgeoisie, in general,
very rarely experiences. One part has deﬁnite.ly come
to be convinced of the inevitability of the Fascist path
and would like to accelerate the operation. The othe\r
part hopes to become master of the sit}lation wi.th tl:e
aid of a Bonapartist military-police dlctatprshlp. No
one in this camp desires a return to the Weimar “dem-
ocracy”. ] .

The petty bourgeoisie is split up. Natlongl-S-oclal-
ism, which has united the overwhelming majority of
the intermediate classes under its banner, wants to talfe
the whole power into its own hands. The democratic
wing of the petty bourgeoisie, which still has millions
of workers behind it, wants a return to democracy ac-
cording to the Ebertian example. In the m_eantime, it
is prepared to support .he Bonapartist dictatorship
at least passively. The social democracy figures as
follows: Under the pressure of the Nazis, the Papen-
Schleicher government will be forced to establisb a bal-
ance by strengthening its Left wing ; meanwhile, an
alleviation of the crisis will perhaps ensue; the petty
bourgeoisie will perhaps “sober up”; capitalism will
perhaps decrease its frantic pressure upon ’ch'e wor!(-
ing class,—and with the aid of God everything will
once again be in order. .

The Bonapartist clique actually does not desire the
complete victory of Fascism. It would not by any
means be disinclined to utilize the support of the social
democracy within certain bounds. But for this pur-
pose, it would have to “tolerate” the workers’ orgam-
zations, which is conceivable only if, at least, to a
certain extent, the legal existence of the Communist
party is to be allowed. Morecover, support of the
military dictatorship by the social” democracy would
push the workers irresistably into the ranks qf Com-
munism. By seeking a means of support against the
brown devils, the government would very soon become
subject to the blows of the red Beelzebubs.

The official Communist press declares that the tol-
eration of Briining by the social democracy paved the
road for Papen and that the half-toleration of Papen
will accelerate the arrival of Hitler. 'That is entirely
correct. Within these boundaries, there are no differ-
ences of opinion between ourselves and the Stalinists.
But this precisely signifies that in times of social crisis
the politics of reformism no longer turn against the
masses alone but against itself. In this process the
critical moment has at present come into play.

Hitler tolerates Schleicher, the social democracy
does not oppose Papen. If this situation could really
be assured for a long period of time, then the social

fixed once for all time, is com- letariat or with the triumph of the Fascist counter-

solution, i. e., either end with the victory of the pro-

revolution. If the Communist party continues its
policy of stupid ultimatism and thereby saves the so-
cial democracy from inevitable collapse; if Hitler does
not.within the near future decide upon the overthrow
and thereby provokes disintegration inside of his own
ranks; if the economic conjuncture takes an upward
trend before Schleicher falls—then the Bonapartist
combination of Paragraph 48 of the Weimar Consti-
tution, of the Reichswehr, the semi-oppositional social
democracy, and semi-oppositional Fascism could per-
haps maintain itself (up to a new social impetus,
which is to be expected in any case).

But offhand, we are still far from such a happy ful-
fillment of the conditions, which form the subject of
social democratic day dreams. It is by no means guar-
anteed. Even the Stalinists hardly believe in the
power of resistance or the durability of the Papen-
Schleicher régime. All indications point to the de-
composition of the Wels-Schleicher-Hitler triangle
even before it has begun to take shape.

But perhaps it will be replaced by a Hitler-Wels
combination? According to Stalin they are “twins,
not antipodes”. Let us assume that the social dem-
ocracy would, without fearing its own workers, want
to scll its toleration to Hitler. But Hitler does not
nced this commodity: he needs not the toleration, but
the abolition of the social democracy. The Hitler
government can only accomplish its task by breaking
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Alliance or Struggle Between Social Democracy and Fascism?

the resistance of the proletariat and by removing all
the possible organs of its resistance. Therein lies
the historical role of Fascism. !

The Stalinists confine themselves to a purely psycho-
logical, or more exactly, to a purely moral evaluation
of those cowardly and avaricious petty bourgeois who
lead the social democracy. Can we actually assume
that these inveterate traitors would separate them-
selves from the bourgeoisie and oppose it? Such an
idealistic method has very little in common with Marx-
ism, which proceeds not from what people think about
themsclves and what they desire but from the condi-
tions in which they are placed and from the changes
which these conditions will undergo. '

The social democracy supports the bourgeois régime,
not for the gains of the coal, the steel and the other
magnates, but for the sake of those gains which it itself
can obtain as a party, in the person of its numerically’
great and powerful apparatus. To be sure, Fascism
in no way threatens the bourgeois régime, for the de-’
fense of which the social democracy exists, But
Fascism endangers that réle which the social democracy'
fulfills in the bourgeois régime and the income which
the social democracy derives from this réle it plays.’
Even though the Stalinists forget this side of the mat-
ter, the social democracy itself does not for one mo-
ment lose from its sight the mortal danger with which:

democracy would become transformed into the Left
wing of Bonapartism and leave to Fascism the role of:
the Right wing. Theoretically, it is not, of course,
excluded that the present, unprecedented crisis of|
German capitalism will not lead to any conclusive,

a victory of Fascism threatens it—not the bourgeoisie,’
but it—the social democracy.

About three years ago, when we pointed out that
the point of departure in the coming political crisis

in Austria and in Germany would in all probability be to any “disappointments” about the social democracy. | Prinkipo, August 9, 1932.

fixed by the incompatability of social democracy and
Fascism; when, based upon this, we rejected the theory
of social Fascism which was not disclosing but con-
cealing the approaching conflict; when we called at-
tention to the possibility that the social democracy,
a significant part of its apparatus along with it, would
be forced by the march of events into a struggle against
Fascism and that this would be a favorable point of
departure for the Communist party for a further at-
tack, very many Communists—not only hired func-
tionaries, but even quite honest revolutionists—ac-
cused us of . . . “idealizing” the social democracy.
Nothing remained but to shrug our shoulders. It is
hard to dispute with people whose thought stops
there, where the question first begins for the Marxist.

In conversations, I often cited the following exam-
ple: the Jewish bourgeoisic in Czarist Russia repre-
sented an extremely frightened and demoralized part
of the entire Russian bourgeoisic. And yet, insofar
as the pogroms of the Black Hundreds, which were
in the main directed against the Jewish poor, also hit
the bourgeoisie, the latter was forced to take up its
sclf-defense, To be sure, it did not. show any remarkable
bravery on this field either. But due to the danger
hanging over their heads, the liberal Jewish bourge-
oisic, for example, collected considerable sums for the
arming of revolutionary workers and students. In this
manner, a temporary practical agreement was arrived
at between the most revolutionary workers, who were
prepared to fight with guns in hand, and the most
frightened group of the bourgeoisie, which had got into
a scrape.

Last year I wrote that in the struggle against
Fascism the Communists were duty-bound to come to
a practical agrcement not only with the devil and his
granddam, but cven with Grzesinsky. This sentence
made its way through the entire Stalinist world press.
Was better proof nceded of the “social Fascism” of
the Left Opposition? Many comrades had warned me
in advance: “They are going to seize on this phrase”.
I answered them: “It has also been written so that they
seize on it. Just let them seize upon this hot iron and
burn their fingers. The blockheads must get their
lesson.”

The course of the struggle has led to Von Papen
getting Grzesinsky acquainted with the inside of a jail.
Did this episode follow from the theory of social Fasc-
ism and from the prognoscs of the Stalinist bureau-
cracy? No, it occurred in complete contradiction of
the latter. Our evaluation of the situation, however,
had such an cventuality in view and had assigned a
definite place for it.

But the social democracy this time, too, avoided
the struggle!, some Stalinist will object. Yes, it did
avoid it. Whoever expected the social democracy,
over the head of its leaders and their carrying-on, in-
dependently to take up the struggle, and, at that,
undgr conditions in which the Comniunist party showed
itself even incapable of struggle, naturally had to ex-
perience disappointment. We did not expect such
miracles. Thercfore we could not lay ourselves open
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Grzesinsky has not become transformed into a revolu-
tionary tiger; that we will readily grant. But never-
theless, there is quite a difference between a situation
in which Grzesinsky, sitting in his fortress, sends out
police detachments for the safeguarding of “dem-
ocracy” against revolutionary workers and a situa-
tion in which the Bonapartist savior of capitalism
puts Grzesinsky himself in jail, is there not? And are
we not to take this difference into account politically;
are we not to take advantage of it?

Let us turn back to the example cited above: it is
not hard to grasp the difference between a Jewish
manufacturer who tips the Czarist policeman for beat-
ing down the strikers and the same manufacturer who
turns over morey to the strikers of yesterday to ob-
tain arms against the pogromists. The bourgeois re-
mains the same. But from the change in the situa-
tion there results a change in relations. The Bolshe-
viki conducted the strike against the manufacturer.
Later on, they took money from the same manufacturer
for the struggle against the pogroms. That did not,
naturally, prevent the workers, when their hour had
come, from turning their arms against the bourgeoisie.

Does all that has been said mean that the social
democracy as a whole will fight against Fascism? To
this we reply: part of the social democratic function-
aries will undoubtedy go over to the Fascists; a consi-
derable section will ereep under their beds in the hour
of danger. 'The working masses also will not fight in
their entirety. To guess in advance what part of the
socia democratic workers will be drawn into the strug-
gle, and when, and what part of the apparatus they
will tear along with them, is altogether impossible.
That depends upon many circumstances, among them,
also, upon the position of the Communist party. The
policy of the united front has as its task to separate
those who want to fight from those who do not; to
push forward those who vacillate; finally to compro-
mise the capitulationist leaders in the eyes of the work-
ers in order to consolidate the fighting capacity of the
latter.

How much time has been lost—aimlessly, senselessly,
shamefully! How much could have been achieved,
cven in the last two years alone! Was it not clear
in advance that monopolistic capital and its Fascist
army would drive the social democracy with fists and
blackjacks toward the road of opposition and of self-
defense? 'This prognosis should have been unfolded
before the cyes of the entire working class, the initia-~
tive should have been taken for the united front and
this initiative should have been retained firmly in our
hands at every new stage. It was not necessary to
shout, nor to scream. An, open game could have been
played quietly. It would have sufficed to formulate,
clip and clear, the inevitability of every next step of
the enemy and to set up a practical program of the
united front, without exaggerations and without hag-
gling, but also without weakness and without conces-
sions. How high the Communist party would stand
today if it had assimilated the A B C of Leninist policy
and applied it with the necessary perseverance!

—L. TROTSKY.

On the Proletarian Revolution in the United States

The accelerated pace of the decay of
capitalism in the present period, regard-
less of the ebbs and flows, raises more
sharply the guestion of the coming Amer-
{can revolution. Many workers dismiss
this question with a sentence or two.
It is either around the corner; a general
strike will usher it in; or the revolution
in America is decades away. Commun-
ists cannot leave this question unanswer-
ed. We cannot draw a blue print but we
can define the general features of the
coming revolution, to enable us to work
out tactics and strategy leading toward
revolution.

In the posi-war period it was the duty
of the Communists to settle the question
of the state because the leaders of the
Second International revised the Marx-
ian concept on this fundamental pro-
blem. It was necessary to reexamine the
state, explain what it is, and tell the
workers that our road to power leads
through revolution, to the smashing of
the capitalist state and to the establish-
ment of Soviets and the Dictatorship of
the Proletariat. For the vanguard this
is a settled question, especially since the
1917 revolution. Under Lenin and Trot-
sky this abstraction was brought to life
in Russia, but under Stdlin the concept
of Soviets and of the Dictatorhip is kept
in the abstract for all other countries.

Unless the Marxists proceed to clothe
this abstraction with at least the gener-
al outlines of the American form we
will be lost on the road between here and
power. Up to the present we have not
accomplished this task. Due to this
shortcoming the Communist party, first
under the leadership of the Right wing
and now under the leadership of Stalin-
ism has presented tactics and strategy
leading in the wrong direction, a direc-
tion which will, if continued, prevent us
from establishing the dictatorship of the
proletariat.

American Revolution—When?

It is our task to explain the American
form, its peculiarities as well as the re-
lations to the first Soviet Republic, not
only from the standpoint of the Dicta-
torship, but especially from the point of
view of the process on the road to power.
In this respect we can present variants
which are possible and eliminate what
is not possible. This will enable us to
offset the incorrect, harmful, non-Marx-
jan trend of Centrism today.

At one period in the development of
tne Marxian current in America, before
the 1917 revolution, many “Marxists”
were positive the revolution would pro- viet Union and the
ceed from the maturing highly developed‘ looms as a military
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Marxism gives 10| ywe must approach the coming revolu-
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angles. First, a theoretical analysis: to
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Backward countries

but it is false to think that developed
countries are strong links of the capital.
Such a concept does
not explain the contradictions in this
decay stage of capitalism. Germany as
a highly developed capitalist country is

The World Position of U. S. Imperialism

In thie present stage the American im-
perialists play a dominating role in world
From this world position flow
the factors undermining this strong link

basis, with coming sharp turns in world

The economie
American imperialism no longer

upon the quicksands of world capitalisi:
in South Ameiica, Asia and Europe as
well as the whole North American con-
The contradictions of the world
capitalists have become the contradictions
of American capitalism.

The redivision of the world markets

storms of any nation become of utmost
importance for the capitalists in America.
American wealth and capital today requirg

look. The cconomic stability of the Uni-
ted States depends upon the economic
stability of world capitalism. The in-
ternal contradictions of American capital-
ism are so great that the American im-
perialists are forced out into deeper wa-
ter for a solution, and this in turn shakes

The developing civil war in Germany,

hanging as a living menace over the So-

The Russian ! contradictions between the

powers themselves and the contradictions
between the imperialists and the Soviet
Unjon are bundled up into a knot in
the present German situation. The re-
lation of the German situation to the

U. 8. will be taken up later.
Our Approach

st theory, but in its
materialists, pgrad
developed the
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consider what kind of a revolution is in
store for the United States. Second: a
review of the line of march of the party
under Stalinist readership in order to
find out it Stalinism is leading in the
correct direction.

The American revolution of 1775 was a
product of the birth stage of capitalism.
The coming revolution will be a pro-
duct of decay capitalism. The first Am-
erican revolution was a struggle to estab.
lish the bourgeois system. The coming
revolution in America will be a strug-
gle to destroy the capitalist system in
America. The first revolution was a war
between a rising colonial bourgeoisie and
its mother country.

The American colonies were unham-
pered by feudal carry-overs and were
able to plow forward swiftly. But the Am-
erican revolution did not settle all of the
probems of the rising bourgeois class.
Thee problem of state power was not en-
tirely to their liking. In Europe, the
capitalists were forced to share their
power with the feudal landowners. In
America the ecapitalists were forced to
shiare their power with the chattel slave
owners. Both groups of capitalists had
[to compromise with other exploiters be-
cause a new enemy, the proletariat, was
developing from the left. The bourge-
ois revolution could not be considered
complete so long as the class did not
have the state power in their hands, as
their own instrument of suppression.

No sooner were accounts with England,
the mother country, settled, after 1812,
than the struggle between the two Am-
erican exploiting classes, the rising capi-
talists and the chattel masters, took on
new and sharper forms. A struggle for
state power, for example control devel-
oped. The carry-over in America was
more backward than that which the
capitalists of Europe contended with, a
backward system warping the substance
of the struggle with the race issue, cloak-
ing the class problem in the race form.

The Capitalists and the Civil War

Every expansion move the American
capftallsts made met with resistance
from the plantation owner of the South.
Only by compromise and joint expeditions
of conquest were the capitalists of the
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conquests were planned and carried out.
Mexico was defeated, land was “bought”
from Spain and France and in all of
these joint struggles the landowners of
the South obtained more than their share
of the robbery However, the parallel
needs of expansion soon crossed each
other, hecame entangled, and finally led
to the Civil War.

Texas was “ceded” long before the final
conflict and showed the uncompromising
position the two forces were heading to-
ward. They planned to divide it into
three states that would send six senat-
ors Instead of two to the Senate. In the
race for the colonization of 7Texas, the
landowners of the South had more than
an even break. The fight for control of
the government shifted more and more
away from ‘‘peaceful” struggles into
open conflicts. A struggle for the West
followed. Bloody Kansas was a prelude
to the Civil War to follow: just like John
Zrown's action, it also cast a shadow on
the future from the cass angle.

The (ivil War was the second edition

of the bourgeois revolution and settled
the question as to who was master of the
state. Following the let-up of the post-
war dictatorship against the landdlords
in the South, the world crisis of 1873
ushered in a new period for American
development. The capitalists moved for
ward with rapid strides-—towards mono-
poly ecapitalism,

A Third Edition of the Bourgeois
Revolution?

The question must now be asked: Will

Amerien have a third edition of the
bourgeois revolution? Are there still
carry-overs, are there democratic de-

mands the capitalists must fight for in
America, as they did in Russia, in Spain,
and in other countries? To say that all
of the democratic demands have been real-
ized for all the people of the TUnited
States is the hieight of ignorance but to
confuse this with the question of the
necessity of a third edition of the bour-

geois revolution is even worse.
There are democratic demands and
economic needs large sections of the

workers and the farmers have which can-
not be fulfilled under capitalism. We
must fight for these demands as work-
ers. The capitalists are not fighting for

these demands, (Whom are they strug-
gling against for these democratic de-
mands? The democratic demands and
the economic needs of the Negroes, Mul-
attoes, Asiatic, Mexican, the foreign
born and Indians are not even questions
of a bourgeois stage of the coming pro-
letarisn revolution, no ‘matter how short
its duration. American conditions have
not only passed beyond the February
period of Russia in 1917 but have also
passed beyond the hourgeois stage of the
October revolution.

The ecapitalists of America do not
share their power with other exploiters.
Other' exploiters obtain  part of the
plunder as subordinated flunkies. Shar-
ing profits as subordinated plunderers
does not in any way signify sharing po-
wer, as for example, the sharing of power
by the landlords, in Europe and Asia.
In America there are no exploiting class-
es preventing the *“good progressive”
capitalist from carrying out the dem-
ocratic demands and economic needs. It
is the capitalists who thrive and main-
tain their system by the prevention of
the earrying out of the democratic de-
mands and cconomic needs.

(To be continued)
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Chicago Stalinists Reject Ofter of Help

(Continued from page 1)

ity after the filing of the petitions up to
election day.

We, therefore, request you to immedi-
ately supply us with the necessary blanks
and instructions for the obtaining of
signatures, and to notify us of any meet-
ing to which we can send our speakers
and to, in general, indicate to us any ac-
tivity that we ean conduct to help make
this campaign a success.

This stand Is taken bLy us in all sin-
cerity, our object being to lend all as-
gistance in the campaign of the Com-
munist party of which we are a fac-
tion. We are not deterred in our de-
cision by the fact that our delegates were
forcefully ejected from the party Uni-
ted Front Conference. That we have
differences on the political contents of
the =ix adopted slogans; criticize the
complete lack of the real vital slogans
which would econnect the immediate de-
mands with the goal of proletarian dicta-
torship; that we criticize the general
course of the campaign whose slow pro-
gress Is symptomatic rather than acei-
dental; all this does not shake us in a
resolution to do all that lies within our
power to help bring the Communist posi-
tion before the masses.

We stand ready to carry out work. Are

imperialist ! north able to push westward. Such

you ready to accept our profferred help?

We await your immediate reply.
Fraternally,
Organizer, C. L. of A. Chicago Branch

w oK % *

Several precious days elapsed during
which the Party made frantic appeals
for signatures but no reply came to our
letter. A committee from the Branch
went to the party district office to find
out the reason. It secms that our visit
wag totally unexpected, since there was
no strong-arm reception committee on
hand to throw ount the “counter-revolu-
tionary Trotskyites”, who for some un-
known reason wanted to help collect
fignatures in order to put the party on
the ballot.

The spokesman for the Committee,
comrade Giganti, reminded the acting
distriet organizer, John Williamson, about
our letter and requested to know the
reason why we had received no response.
The worthy D. 0. cracked a smile and
stated that they had received our letter
and would take it up and let us know
their decision. Comrade Giganti there-
upon drew Williamson’s attention to the
short time left for the signatures to be
filed and stated that the Left Opposi-
tion was willing to set to work immedi-
ately to collect signatures providing we
were supplied with the necessary blanks.
But Johnny very cooly replied that they

had no blank petitions on hand, and

that we nced not fret; the District would
take up our letter and let us know.

After the interview had terminated
thus, we left. All of us were greatly
astonished at the fact that the Distriet
Campaigp headquarters should be all out
of petition blanks. Of course the thought
that Johnny was merely stalling never
entered our minds. Neither did we im-
agine that possibly Johnny was afraid
to commit himself definitely on such a
very ticklish point, because some aspir-
ing fellow bureauerat might, on some
future occasion, use it against him. But
now after a week has almost gone by and
still there is no answer, we are becom-
ing very suspiclous.

Meanwhile, members of the Left Op-
position, who are members of party aux-
iliaries and T. U. U. L. unions are col-
lecting signatures and turning them over
to these organizations. At our street
corner meetings we speak on the election
campaign and urge the workers to vote
Communist. In contradiction to the semi.
Social Democratic speeches of the party
which concern themselves entirely witix
immediate demands, we present ti)e Len-
inist position on parliamentarism. The bu-
reaucrats’ attempts to isolate us from the
party ranks and from the working class
will not succeed. By our practical ac-
tivity as well as by the popularization of
our theoretical stand, we shall draw the
party masses ever closer.

—BANZEL,




