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LESSONS OF A STALINIST-RUN "RANK AND FILE" CONFERENCE

It was clear from its inception, that the Communist Party would make
every effort to tightly control the "National Rank and File Action
Conference", called in Chlcago for June 27th and 28th by the magazine,
"Labor Today" and promoted by the "Daily World", )

The CP has fully sppreciated that
the workers are being propelled into :
struggle against the employers and
. lmperlalism to maintain the soclal
: status—quo.
as unemployment grows and as infla- :
tion makes inroads on their living :
* class which it became in the '30's
. and '40's--when the banners of the
i October Revolutlion still served 1t
. as a pseudo-revolutionary cover,

i and when the danger of fasclsm gave

their "labor-lieutenants" by the
growing crisis of world capitalism,

standards; that workers are also
beginning to understand that the war
in Southeast Aslia is directed not
only agalnst the Indochinese, but
as well, against thelr own most
fundamental interests.

Having managed to retain some of :
1ts roots in the trade unlons--the !
. credited CP can once again become

CP has an advantage in thls respect

over others on the left-~it is now i
. tionjcan become an initial stopping-

engaged in trying to direct this
working class pressure into reform-
1st channels, BRestyling its old

"popular front" garments with "anti- |
: tlons of its CP organizers, the

monopoly- coalition" trimmings, it
continues 1ts efforts to tle the
workers to the "liberal" wing of
the Democratic Party and to "pro-
gressive" or"liberal" labor leaders,

The CP has long been transformed
into a party of reform, in service
to the policles of the counter-

revolutlonary Soviet leadership's
quest for security, "soclallsm in
one country", through "deals" with

While no longer the major obstacle
to the radicallzation of the working

1ts class~collaborationist program a
certaln "plausibility"--the Chicago
conference showed that the long dis-
an impediment to such radicallza-

off place for the workers in their

: left-ward movement,

Surpassing the initial expecta-

Chicago conference managged to

. attract 874 trade-unionists from
i 26 states,over a third of whom were
i Black and Spanish-speaking.

Despite a slzeable turn-out of
older and third generation CP mem-

. bers and supporters,its restralning
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hand at the conference was by no
means secure, Fearing that the

worker-delegates might go beyond the :
i tion for, the Chicago conference

i served to further reveal the essence
i beneath their formal pretentions.

programmatic limits which it had
set, the CP tried to prevent the
conference as a whole from hearing
and discussing the issues: only
arranging for ane short period of
"panel discussions"; ensuring that
the conference would run out of
time,and that controversial 1lssues

tions committee", by a raft of

gcheduled and non-scheduled speakers,
e.g., Mayor Glbson of Newark,Louls :

Welnstock of the painters, etec,

The responsibility of revolution- g

ists under the circumstances was

also clear: to attempt to intervene g

to fight for a class program to
"defend trade unions,.,agalnst -

attack,,.to end the war,..",theraby
perhaps winning some of the worker- :
delegates away from CP influence and |

for revolutionary politics,

Thus VANGUARD NEWSLETTER preparaig

a leaflet for distribution to the

conference delegates, whilch called i

for a "break with the politlcal
parties of big-business", for "a
labor party based on the unions",

for a fight against "labor-bureau- :
crats,and the creation of a fight- :
ing leadership of the working class" !
(see July 1970 attachment),append-
ing to it 1its "Perspectives and Pro-

gram for the American Hevolutilon®
statement of August 1969,

At the same time, in accordance
with our perspective of "discusslon,
debate and unity in action", we
offered to bloc with other nleft®

groups where we had or could achleve

common agreement on the essential

question--independent class polities,

A key problem faclng the revolu- :
tionists was to find approaches by .
which to circumvent the obstructive
and delaylng tactics of the CP, so :
that class politics in general and
the question of the labor party in
particular could be brought before :

the conference, While the CP!'s

control of the conference made any
success In thlis connection far from
assured, a united effort utilizing .
correct tactics,might have achieved

a break-through, However, thils

unlty was not to be forged.

The manner in which the other

! ogtensibly revolutionary organiza-

tlons functlioned at,and in prepara-

®

The Workers League'!s Tim Wohlforthk

{ who had been appreached by us for
i a bloc,
i would not meet with us, that he,

. Wohlforth,did not believe that the
would be relegated to a "continua- !

informed us that the WL

WL had "common agreement" with us
"on anything", and that we could

take the matter uwpwith "the people

in Chlicago"!

Dennis O!'Casey (July éth'"Bulletin)
states that "only" the WL fought the
CP's policies, that the "centrists
...the International Socialists,the
Spartacists and the Turner group"
attemnpted to "conciliate to Stalin-
ism",that they "formed a completely
unprincipled bloec..."

But even the bowdlerized "common
statement" agppearing in the "Bulle-
tin" reveals that they had called
for a "'working class political
party,based on the growing rank and
file struggle to control the trade Q
unions'" and for "!'immediate inde-
pendent political action.including
electoral action, to agitate for a
massed-based labor political party'",
According to 0'Casey, thls constl-
tutes a refusal "to ralse the ques-~
tion of a labor party"!!

O'Casey further complains about
being "chased after throughout the
conference by these elements'" to
sign this statement, The WL was not
merely asked to '"sign"; it was also
invited to improve, to substitute
other "terminology";in other words,
to participate in presenting a prin-
cipled resolution to the conference,
This it refused to do.

Because the WL does not understand
the "united front" as both a unity
wlth and a struggle agailnst other
working class organizations, and
arbitrarily limits the tactic to
large organizations, its conduct
has been truly self-defeating,while
also alding the CP retain control
of the conference, It cannot under-
stand that by taking part 1n and
helping to forge a principled unity
in action, it might have won some
of the independent "elements" to
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1ts politics. As a result of its
unprincipled and destructive be-
havior at the conference, the WL
only succeeded inrepelling indepen-
dent and unaffiliated radlcals.
The panel which had debated the
"Declaration For Peace and Against
Repression" the afternoon before,
had succeeded incarrying recommen-
dations to the conference that paci-
fist wording be removed, that the
troop removal be effected, not "by
Christmas" but immediately,and that
Meany be attacked by name, Despite
the manipulations of panel chairman
Evanoff of District 65,the vote to
designate the war in Indochina as
imperialist was tied at 21 to 21,
with Evanoff, in violation of par-
liamentary rules, voting to tile!
It was also at this panel that

recommendations for the labor party,

by the WL and VANGUARD NEWSLETTER,
and for a one-day general strike,
brought to the floor by VANGUARD

NEWSLETTER,were narrowly defeated.

As it became obvious that substi-
tute motions would have little if
any chance of reaching the floor,
the VANGUARD NEWSLETTER delegate
suggested the tactlc of amending
the document, However,the CP suc-
ceeded in referring the delibera-
tions of this panel as well to 1lts
"continuations commlittee",

The "Workers Action'"-Spartaclst
League delegate found VANGUARD
NEWSLETTER's tactical recommenda-
tion in the form of the following
amendments, to be "opportunist"!:

1) »,..breaking with the politics
of the bosses, and immediately
organlzing an independent labor
party and running independent
labor candldates,"

2) »,,.oust the labor bureaucrats,
including the "liberal" stooges
of the Democratic and Republican
partlies of the ruling class,
which has launched an imperial-
1st war in Indochina; a war to
preserve the power and profits
of American capitallsm,to pre-
vent a soclal revolution of the
oppressed colonlal and semi-
colonlal masses;a war which is
also part of its class war
against the workers of the US."

Aslide from the blatant organiza-

i tional hostility demonstrated,this
i rigidity reflects an organization in
: which only its one leader cen origi-
i nate tactics, This reaction might

have deserved the title of "infan-
tile left" if the organization was
serious about its politics. But the

. ‘measure of 1ts seriousness 1s its

publication,"Workers Action",osten-
sibly committed to building rank and
file caucuses in the unions which,
like a seed or clothing catalogue,
1s published geasonally. At that
it outdoes its mentor,"Spartacist”,
The WL capped its maladroit "tac-
tics" by denouncing the conference
as Stalinist for not taking up the
1ssue of the labor party,at a point

. when the CP was raillroading through

its "Declaration of Labor Political
Independence",which really codifles
lts dependence on "progressive"

§ Democrats and labor "leaders",

While little could then be accom-

E plished, sharp criticism of the

reformist nature of the resolution

é might yet have succeeded in winning

support from some worker-delegates,
Instead, Judging by the loud boolng,
the delegates understood the denun-
clation as an unwarranted and inex-

g plicable attack on the conference,

This criticism of ours was inter-

_ breted as "an attempt to conciliate

Stalinism", And yet, our leaflet

. alone explalned the politics of the

conference leaders as "the 'popular

E front! politics of the reformist

Communist Party". Nelther the leaf-

: let of the WL,nor that of any other
i particlipant,attempted to make clear
i to the delegates the real nature of
: the conference organizerst

The role of the SWP, as a left-

i cover for the "popular front" poli-
i tlcs of the CP, was also clearly

i revealed at the conference,
: not true, that the SWP's role "was

It 1s

one of complete abstention", as
O'Casey has it, Thelr members did

§ participate--at least in the panel
i discussion on"Peace and Labor Poli-

tical Action'"--speaking animatedly

] and inspirationally on the need to

organize more of the "single lssue"

f antl-war demonstrations,so accept-
. able to liberals,

(continued on p, 74)



- 58 -

DE LEONISM AND TROTSKYISM - A Dialogue

/We publish below the essential
content of an exchange of letters
between Comrade Edward L, Splra,
the Executive Secretary Pro Tem, of
the SOCIALIST LEAGUE FCR INDUSTRIAL
GOVERNMENT, San Franclsco Bay Area
Section (SLIG/SFBA), and VANGUARD
NEWSLETITER editor Harry Turner,

/As we have often stated, a revo-
lutionary vanguard party can only
be buillt in this country and else-
where on the basls of a clear and
principled program, A program of
thlis nature can only be constructed
through a process of struggle--of
ideas, and of the individuals and

3 3#*

* 3

* %*

. organlzations which espouse themn,

{ We have attempted to summarize this
i process in the phrase,"discussion,
i debate and unity in action",

/We believe the narrow sectarian
"ghopkeeper" concern to shelter the
"flock" from the ldeas of its com-

§ petitors to be self-defeating,

/We hope others will emulate Cde.

! Splra's concern for an open and ex-
i haustive examination of theory and
: practice,past and present,in form-
{ ing a revolutionary scientific soci-
i alist program, We intend to print
i other such exchanges within the
 1imits imposed by space,/

3* #*

3%
12 April 1970
* B

I certainly wish to commend the comradely and positive spirit with
which your comments to the Northeast conference, and by implication,
the current non-SLP-Marxist-De Leonist movement were couched,

We too would certainly not wish
to doanything which would undermine
any realistic possibilities for co-
ordinated and/or unified action
among various revolutionary scilen-
tiflc soclalist tendencles, There
1s always a strong tendency in such
exchanges to be either hyper-criti-
cal or overly-fraternal, The for-
mer is usually unproductive and un-
.necessary; the latter essentlally

dishonest,
L3 % 3

In your first VN, you stated that,é

", ..0ur philosophical method is the
materlalist dialectic, the method
of Marxism." And in several other
points similar expressions of
1st method" and "dlalectlcal method"
were employed, From a rigorous
scientiflc soclalist perspective,

- I donot think there isany "dlialec-
tical method"; and to be rather
preclse,not even a "Marxist method",
Marx and Engels were emphatically
wedded to the sclentiflc method,and
a rejection of formal philosophy,
Such philosophy that remains does’
so0 as an over-viewing concept--for
direction,for balance, for a sense
of precision, Marx,in his Capital,
employed what he termed the "method
of abstrgction';what inmore modern

% princlple,
. lesson,one of many, which the his-

; indicates,

. parlance would be termed the method

of ldealization--one of many sclen-
tiflc theoretlcal mechanisms em-

! ployed quite successfully ina wide
i range of subject areas,
: argue,along the lines indicated by
: Engels in "Antl-Dithring", that all
: or most relatively useful and suc-

One can

cessiul scientifilc theorles in all
subject areas are dialectical in
This, in fact, 1is the

tory to date of sclentific theory
construction and testing and use
On the other hand, a
scientific theory--a sclentific

§ postulate can be quite dialectical
"Marx- :

and still prove out to be wrong or

i otherwise not the most effective
. working concept concerning certaln
. phenomena, Dlalectics 1sa template

concept,with common assumed attri-
butes in all scientific theorles,
The most effective working concepts
concerning the dynamics of the pro-
cesses of objective material reallity
are dlalectlcal in the scientific
soclallst perspective, Such con-
cepts invariably postulate ideallzel
schema ormodels which describe all

Z natural processes as varyingly

directed and paced and cyeclically
or splral-like dynamic progressions




-~developling,evolving, or chanzing
through a play or reaction between
theoretically postulated relatively
opposite or opposing factors or
forces, Such schema or models in-
dicate that qualitative changes
occur periodically as the accretion
of certain critical quantitative
factors, These indicate further
that for every action there 1is a
reaction to it which tends to be
opposite in direction or effect and
commensurate in strength or force
with the initial action;this inter-
play between action and reaction
resulting innew equilibrium condi-
tions, themselves dynamic rather
than static., Unceasing change and
periodic fundamental transforma-
tions are therefore the universal
rule--in Nature and in the theorles
and 'laws! about Nature, The only
real and major subject area where
this question is of contention any
more is the soclal behavior of the
human species. Much of your dls-
cussion of dialectics in the VN
amounted, in my opinion, to theo-
retical overkill; it made little
meaningful sense to the dlsputes
to which you were addressing your-
self., In fact, it became progres-
sively more apparent tome that you
and the people you were criticizing
were all indeed using a "philo-
sophical method" rather than sclen-
tifically spirited methods, Only
at one point did you mske a point
which I thought made some meaning-
ful sense, and then in a rather
abstract way (July 1969, p. 9 ",,..
that form and content were not
fixed metaphyslcal entities, but
dynamic and interacting relation-
ships,") How this specifically
related to Wohlforth!s purported
views, however, escaped ne,
3 +* ¥*
In the March 1970 VN (pages 18-19),
certain errors of fact, of perhaps

minor importance, do occur. First, ..
as you can see from our letterhead, .

there 1s no "Soclalist League for
"Industrial Democracy". Secondly,

the factor which preclipitated the
latest splits from the SLP, even
superficially speaking, The recent
series of "gpllts", 1f they can

really be called that,erystallized
in 1967 when 7 members of the SLP's

% Palo Alto, California Section were

expelled, This action was preclipi-
tated by the adamant stand that a
majority of the PA SLPers took in
defense of thelr then mildly pro-
activist stance, Background to this
were other lssues-~insufficlient
effective internal democracy, no
active internal theoretical 1life,
no active or effective participation
in actual soclal or economic strug-
gles, no comradely relations with
other socialist groups, and other
Inter-related lssues made important
by the then rising tide of radical
militancy in the country, This ex-
pulsion was the trigger which super-
ficlally precipitated the ensulng
developments-~the formation of SLIG/
SFBA--an 1Increasing wave of resig-
nations and expulsions--the subse-
gquent formation of other non-SLP
MDList groups, The DDL was formed
in 1968; the SCC/NY in early 1969
before Hass' resignation, Hass!
troubles did loom large in the
resignation of the Los Angeles
SLPers who formed the Los Angeles
Socialist Forum in April 1969--
which became SLIG/Southern Call-
fornia after the unity conference
in July 1969 with SLIG/SFBA which
orgenized a West Coast SLIG, This
is perhaps a minor point, but your
"explanation" tends to stress in-
accurately the precipitating fac-
tors and the lmportance of certaln
individuals--a point I am sure Eric

% Hass would be the first to second.

It does reveal, however, a strong

% tendency toward "leadership fetlish-

ism"--evidenced also by your usual
criticism of this or that organi-

§ zatlion because of the "leadershlp";
§ the faillure of the recent French

student-workers crisis to result in

i revolution being a result of a
: fallure of certaln "leadership",.
: In all biologlcal systems--and human

soclal systems are a type of bio-

. loglcal system--the role of the
: enzymatic agent 1s conditioned not
the resignation of Eric Hass was not

only bythe quantity and quality of

. the catalyst present but by the

: nature and condition of the sub-

i strate out of which the catalyst or
‘ enzymes are differentliated, At the
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population ecologlcal level, the
processes are of course somewhat
different than at the physlological
level--but the basic relationship
remains. We, as self-acknowledged
and presumed catalytic agents in the
body soclial--catalytic agents with
an assumed misslon-+have to consider
our own natures, the nature of our
competitive catalytic agents, the
conditions favoring a differential
rate of "production" of one type of
catalyst versus others, and the
nature and condition of the people
-~the soclal substrate~-whom we wish
to influence,and also the processes
by which effectlve influence can be
brought to bear. The '"right slogan"
at the "right time" will produce
nothing if the "right" homework has
not been done--often long before the
crislis of the "right time",and this
limited by a constralning set of
objective factors. One of our prin-
ciple tasks 1s to determine just
what "homework" activity 1s needed
in antlelpation of various possible
forthcoming future crises,

On two occasions (VN, July '69,
Oct, '69,pps., 6 & 1 respectively),

I thought your abbreviated criticism §

of the SLP to be rather forced, On
the flrst occasion you opine, ¢,,..
Its pecullar combination of reform-

ism, sectarianism, and anti-Soviet-:

ism in the tradition of right-wing
social-democracy,..", while on the
other you similarly repeat,",,.The
SLP combines the most rigid sectarl-
anlism with opportunist illusions in
American "democracy'", with anti-

Sovietism of the most rabid soclal-
denmocratic variety," I think here,
and perhaps with others,you show a
strong tendency to bring in all the
"bad'" labels. The charge of "sec-
tarianism" 1sprobably the only one
deserved,but I'm not sure we would
agree for the same reasons. The

charge of sectarianism is also some-

what loosely tossed around, But how E

the SLP's line or behavior denotes
reformlsm of any type fakes me out
completely, How thelr anti-Sovietism
automatically becomes of the most
rabid soclal-democratic type--and
right wing at that--also is rather
straining a point, Are there other
kinds of "anti-Sovietism" of a less

. rabld,perhaps left-wing soclal-

i democratic variety, perhaps other

: sub~types on some kind of continuum?
{ Whatever else may be sald of the SLP,
: 1ts hlstoric criticlsms cf the Soviet
: Unlon have always taken second place
i to their princliple concern with the
{ "home enemy", American capltallsm,
i The very few departures from thils

i that I know of never had officlal
; party sanction--unfortunately neither
i censure, As toopportunist illusions
i in American "democracy';thls isalso

straining a point, The classical MDL

| positionre the theoretical peaceful

solution often got thinned out re the
"theoretical",but the 1ine was gen-
erally conslstent and clear about the

need for the economic force to back

up any electoral successes, Thelack
of emphasis onthe improbabilities of
the issue ever getting that far may

have been underplayed-~-but thatis on

a par with some classical Trotskylst

; demands agitation re labor partles,

etc., The fact remalns--despite 1its

é present rigild,academlic,and unimagi-

native purism--the SLP remains as
an expression of historic MDLism,
in large measure,which in turn was
one of the earliest and most dls-
tinctive Marxist tendencles to
definately break with European
socilal-democracy--in theory and in
practice, I am including a draft
statement based on several endorsed
SLIG/SFBA information reply letters
explalning this together with what
we consider a more properly balanced
definttion of what our tendency is,
I might add, at this point, an
equally short "definltlon" of what
you conslder is uniquely Leninist
and Trotskylst would be appreclated,
The SLP of the 1920's did not pose
MDLism as opposed to MLism--but
rather considered each special
adaptations to the two different
circumstances which gave them birth,
Many in our non-SLP MDL “confed-
eracy" still hold this position,
this including myself, The only
clear-cut quarrel between the SLP
and Lenin was over two ltems in the
n21" points of admission to the
Third International--and time has
glven fresh insight into these rela-
tilvely secondary issues, The lssues
of the "role of the party" and per-

L
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haps others is,in my opinion, less
clear-cut. But in any event, they
are not cruclal to what defines
MDLism in its essentlals; the two
points listed in the appended "draft"
statement in our opinion does...

* * %*

You spent a lot of space discuss-
ing nationalism and its relation
both to Israel, Zionism, and the
‘eurrent American Black liberation

movement--and perhaps advisedly'so.f
This isone issue I'11 let pass this

tlime with little comment. A few

off-hand reflections however,

the purposed ML concept of the
"right of self-determination' as

almost a principled question--i.e..§
basle policy--on g par with historie !

liberal democratic statements of

npights". On other occasions you seem

to qualify 1t, but only in passed
historlc situations.
natlonal ldentlty represents the

highest form of community identifi-

cation usually assoclated with the %
largest scale of political or soclal

community organlzation below that

of the specles as a whole--then we !
currently have a rather interesting :
problem before us, As revolutionary |
sclentific soclallsts, we must in- :

variably be protagonists of the
solldarity of the world!'s prole-
tarlan working class--as a proto-

type for the solidarity of the entire |

species based on the abolitlion of
all socloeconomic classes, Such

- - national-type identity es remains--
and this will be conslderable--must !
therefore be viewed essentlally as

a sub-cultural phenomenon, 1i,e.,
advocated--urged as such, however

much self-determined, Your appament§
equation of Lenin's recognition of ;

the right of Soviliet republics to

secede re your acqulescence of the §

right of the Black section of the

American working class to national %

separatism I think 1s unfortunate,
But perhaps you had better expand
on this theme, And while at 1t--

since you did mention the old posi-
tlon of Marx and Engels re Croatian |

and Romanian nationelism in the

1848 revolutions,you might also in- :
clude some comments on thelr views !

on the "right" of the American

You
seem to interpret on some occaslions |

If a sense of |

southern confederacy to secede; in

. fact some comments on the general
i question of national identity and
{ the right of secession or indepen-
i dent separate political organization
; might bebroached. The North Ameri-

can proletarian revolution will be
sorely prevalled upon at the time

. of its imminent success if major

sections of the working class push

. for the balksnlzation of the North

Amerlcan continent, The relative
strength of the North American capi-
talist class and system in thils
continent 1s based, in my opinion,
in large measure on the fact that
excessive balkanlzation was pre-
vented, I have strong feelings that
the same sltuation will exist for
a new soclallist system, Full autono-

"mous self-determination within an

otherwise federalized system would
seem to be a minimal requlirement,

At any rate, I would call them as

I see then, ‘

The next comments concern the con-
tents of the Aug. '69 VN (pps. 13-
15). I persondlly found your "trade
union perspective" section rather
interesting. First, because you
seem to have gone back to classical
Trotskylst transitional demand for-
mulatlions;second because of rather
interesting similarities and differ-
ences to the "What Is To Be Done
Now" section in the attached 1960
"Survival Is The Issue" pamphlet,.
The latter was an experiment in
which I particlpated in about 10
years ago. The approach has ralsed
some interest emong some of our west
coast comrades and this material may
be revised and updated for current
use, Some comradely comments are
solicited,

The last point I wish to mention
concerns another apparently small
matter, In the March 1970 VN (page
1) you used the expression,"...The
earliest soclal response is found--
not among the workers...but among
the intellectuals, This strata,and
its student component in particular
eeo", I think I can almost speak
for the vast majority of our "con-~
federacy" in sayilng that MDLism re-
Jects the essentials of such formu-
lations insofar as they purport to
reflect a class analyslis,or desig-
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nation, "Intellectuals" in this day
are a cross-class occupational cate-
gory--including employers, self-
employed (the true modern mlddle

class--when you can find them),and |
i of class consclousness while yet

{ making the sub-class distinctlons

i that have to be made in order to te
! understood,
i the "middle class", but middle in-
{ come workers or, if you please,

i upper-income workers.

the employed (1.e.,the intellectual
occupational strata of the working
class), The "intellectuals" you
implicitly refer to are overwhelm-
ingly working class in fact,albelt
higher-income working class, Simi-
larly the "students" are working
class 1n origin,albelt from middle
and upper income sections of the
working class., I am not,of course,
referring to the sense of class
consclousness, But torestrict the
"working class" to the lower income

occupational strata of that class is
i force, 88% being employees),when

essentlally a violatlion of a very
basic Marxlst analytical premise,

L ® *

+

* L

. I here refer you to a very careful
: rereading of the Communist Manifesto,
i In our own theoretical and agita-

i tlonal work,1t 1is our job to foster

an all-encompassing class-wide sense

Therefore, it is not

One can and
should similarly talk in terms of

. intellectually-skilled or profes-

sionally-skilled workers (the
second fastest growing occupational

group in the American economy after
. clerical and allied office-type

workers--about 12% of the labor

. appropriate. # #*
3 3*
June 6,1970
%* 3 '

We welcome your letter not only for its fraternal spirit,but equally
for its criticisms which afford us the opportunity to elaborate our
positions and the perspective which governs them,

Although we try for precision in

presenting our ideas, and consider !
: central to your other criticilsms,

them to be correct in theilr essen-
tials, we do not treat our every
word as "Holy Wrlt", to be uncon-
ditlionally defended, As dlalectical
materialists, we understand that
every meaningful discussion also acts
on us, enables us to sharpen our
positions,make them more concrete,
improve our formulations and even
correct errors and misconceptions,
In thls connectlon, we are glad
to have you call attention to our
inadvertant mis-labeling of your
organization, along wlth our mis-
understandings 1n connection with
the SLP splits. Our knowledge of

obviously, far from extenslive, We
had known about the earller expul-
slons in 1967,but had only learned
about the newer crop of resignations
through the SCC bulletins, the first
of which,as you will remember, de-
voted itself largely to Eric Hass!
and others resignations.

As to more fundamental considera-

tions, the first area in which you |
- method", ,

express differences with us, the

dialectical materialist philosophy
of Marxism, we also consider to be

Did Marx and Engels "reject"

i philosophy, formal or otherwlse?

! They did oppose "phllosophical rub-
; bish" and philosophlcal '"systems",
: of "philosophy standing above the

other sclences", but you will re-

© call that Engels, in Anti-Dihring

states that, with the increase in
scientific knowledge in its several

. branches, philosophy as "a special

science" dealing with the totality

i of sclence,in the manner of Hegel,
. becomes "superfluous", But he then
i goes on to state that,
: pendently survives of all former
the internal affalrs of the SLP was, :
: and 1ts laws--formal logic and dla-
¢ lectics", i,e,, part of philosophy
i remains,

"What 1lnde-

phllosophy 1s the science of thought

Is there a "'Marxist method and

: dlalectical method'"as we affirm?
: As you will recall, Engels in

. Feuerbach,
. Tradictory sides of Hegel's phillo-
i sophy., distinguishes between hils

in discussing the con-

"system" and the "dlalectlca
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Marx snd Engels viewed philosophy,
as they did all else,dialecticduy.g
They understood that its beginnings
in anclent Greece,as a totality of g

the knowledge of man and nature,

reflected,on the one hand, a nega-
tive--the limited scientiflc know- !
ledge obtaining,the absence of the :
necessary tools and data for sclen- !

tific investigation and speclall-
zation; and, on the other hand, a

positive--an over-view, which made !

possible the first expressions of
the laws of dlalectics, in both
materialist and idealist formula-
tions, With the accumulation of

knowledge,the specialized sclences §
emerged,but the necessary and posi-
tive 1lnvestigation,of analysls and g

classifilcation of facets of nature;

had as its negative aspect,a "meta- :
physical" or static and disconnected

view of phenomena, agaln posed in

both idealist and materialist forms,?

The "negation" of the dialectical
outlook by the metaphysical, was

once again “negated" with the devel- !
opment of Marxian dialectics, Hegel

was the first to comprehensively

formulate the dialectical laws,but !
the "rescue of consclous dialectics" !

from Hegel's ldeallism, "and 1its

appllication to the matertalist con- §
ception of nature and history" was

the work of Marx and Engels, .
Marx, in hls "Afterward to the
Second German Edition of Capltal”,

states the followlng:

", ..My dilalectical method is not

only different from the Hegellan, :
but its direct opposite,..in its :
rational form itis a scandal and
abomination of bourgeoisdom and its :
doctrinailre professors,because it :
included in its comprehension and !

affirmation recognition of the
existing state of things, and at

the same time also, the recogni- :
tion of the negation of that state, :

of its inevitable breaking up,
because 1t regards every histori-

cally developed soclsl form as in

fluid movement, and therefore,

takes into account its transitory !
nature not less than its momentary
existence,because it lets nothing :
impose upon it,and is in essence :

critical and revolutionary."

And, in fact, are the works of
Marx and Engels in general, and
Marx's Capltal in particular, con-
celvable without the materialist
dialectic,e.g., the commodity as a
unity of use and exchange value,
the mode of production as g unity
of productive forces and production
relations,social revolution as the
'"negation" of earlier property re-
latlons asa result of this antago-
nlsm, capitalism as a unity of
capital and wage-labor?

We too share your objections to
the doctrinalre imposition of "dia-
lectlc" triads on the real world.
However, artificlal imposition of
schemas, also charged agalnst Marx
by Duhring, as you will recall, is
not the Marxlan dialectic but its
caricature, Indeed,your contention
that a "sclentiflc postulate can be
quite dlalectical and still prove
out to be wrong or otherwise not the
most effective working concept,..."
seems to be an idealist understand-
ing of dlalectics, which borrows
from this caricature,

The materialist dlalectic 1s not
Just one of a number of possible
tsclentific theoretical mechanisms}
as you see it, but the generaliza-
tlion of the laws of matter in motion,
l.e,,0f "nature, human soclety and
thought", as Engels puts 1t, This
recognition does not, of course,
provide us with the "philosophers
stone", with the key to lnstant
knowledge. Engels also points out
in Anti-Duhring,that an understand-
ing of the general laws does not
save anyone from the task ofdetir-
mining the specific laws of motlon
of the particular phenomenon under
investigation, in "nature, human
socliety" or "thought",

It 1snot enough to be aware that
"the barley plant and the infini-
tesimal calculus" or even the class
struggle operate In accordance with
the dlalectical laws of transfor-
mation of quantity to quality,
interpenetration of opposites, and
negation of the negation, It 1is
also necessary to understand agri-
culture,higher mathematies, and in
the last case,the soclal revolution
as a theoretical and practical
revolutionary process,
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That the dislectical matefialist

philosophy of Marxism isviewed with

a Jaundiced eye by many revolution-
ists today,is certainly understand-
able., Was not the "pope" of the
Second International,Kautsky, also
a practitioner of this "art"? The
SLP which lays claim likewise to

dlalectics,also manages tomaintain ;

a self-isolating sectarianism, The
counter-revolutionary Stalinists

Justify every betrayal and brutallty i

in the name of dialectics, Most

"Irotskylsts" and "near-Trotskyists'" §

from reformist to sectarlan, from

adventurist toarm-chalr varieties,
claim to be dialectical materialists, |

Does the materialist dialectic have
any "practical” purpose then? We
believe that only through the dla-
lectlic can one explaln the behavior
of these and other ostensibly revo-
lutionary organizations without
descending into the saint and devil
theory of history. Furthermore, we
belleve that it 1s not possible to
adequately understand any complex
movement or development without a
recognition that its behavior re-

sults from internal contradictions;é

that its dynamic equilibrium exists
as a unity of opposites, that 1its

progressive transformations result .

from qualitative leaps and through
a process of negation. We will try
to 1llustrate the dlalectical pro-
cess concretely in discussing the

several political questions which

you have raised,

But before we do, we would take
issue with your contentlon that the
dialectlc as an "effective working
concept" 1s now generally accepted
in the natural sciences, if not in
the social--even in the limited
sengse of your summary, The method
of the natural scientists is still
basically today what 1t was in
Engels! time,one or another variant
of empliricism. Generalizations from
the dynamic behavior observed in an

individual phenomenon or even groups ;

of phenomena to the separate scl-
ences, or to science as a whole 1s
sti1ll largely absent, The recogni-
tion that theory can illuminate
practice 1s still avoided in one or
another degree,particularly in the
soclial, but also in the physical

sciences, Your own partial recogni-
tlon and limited acceptance of dia-~
lectics as one of a number of pos-
sible "sclentific mechanisms", and
concern to exclude phllosophy from
"scientiflio method",would also seem
to place your method within the
scope of logical positivism orlogi-
cal emplricism, as it 1s known to-
day. You should consider the fol-
lowing by Engels in Dialectlics of

Nature:

"Natural scientists,..who abuse
phllosophy most are slaves to

. preclsely the worst relics of the
worst phllosophies,..It 1s only
a question whether they want to
.be dominated by a bad,fashionable
philosophy, or by a form of
thought which rests on acquaint-
ance with the best of thought and

. its achlevements,"

As to the more concrete political
questions which you ralse, they
seem to fall into three basic cate-
gories: the role of revolutionary
leadershlip,the nature of the state
--capltalist and Soviet, and the
national question,

. You have asked us to define what
we consider to be the "uniquely
Leninist and Trotskyist" contribu-
tions to Marxism, We belleve that
they made signal contributions in
all these areas. They could do so,
only because they were uncompromis-
ing revolutionists who thoroughly
understood and could apply the dla-
lectical materialist method of
Marxlsn,

Lenin achleved his place in hisa-
tory because he was able to forge
the necessary instrument, the van-
guard party,which led the first and
only successful proletarien revolu-
tion, in October 1917. Lenin, as
those who have read What Is To Be

g'Done know, was not the first to

understand the proletarian party as
a unity of opposites, of intellec-
tual and proletarian,of scientific

. soclalism as a qualitative synthesis

of the highest achlevements of bour-
geols thought 1n economics, philo-
sophy and history and the working
class, but he understood 1t more
thoroughly and concretely than any-
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one else, ,
It was because Lenin thoroughly

understood the working class as a
product of historical development,
as possessing both advanced and
backward strata,as subject to bour-
geols 1deology in all its gulses,
as well as to the influence of the
revolutionary party,that he fought
against tendencies to worship work-
ing class spontanelty,and 1lnsisted
on a democratic-centralist party
which could provide leadership to
the working class in the dailly
struggle and at a revolutionary
moment,

We see the revolutionary party as
much more than a '"catalyst" or

"enzymatic agent" which triggers the§

soclal revolution. We belleve this
formulation to be one~sided,to fall
to appreclate the need for leader-
ship in the immediate struggles,at
the revolutlonary moment, at and
after the victory of the soclalist
revolution., It reflects, in our
opinion, the isolation of the De
Leonlsts from class struggles, and
represents, in effect,a dependence
on working class spontaneity, This
concept also seems to bear within
it 1llusions as to the nature of the
capltalist state, an under-estima-
tion of the abllity of and ferocity
with which the exploiters will re-
sist the soclal revolution,as well
as an under-estimation of the pro-
blems of socialist construction,
History continues to prove over
and over agalin, and most recently
in France in 1968, that objective
conditions can propel the workers,
the subjective factor in history,
into revolutionary motion,but that
without its vanguard party,it can-

not achieve a suocessﬁﬂ.revolutlon,§

Is it Mleadership fetishism" to make
this assertion? But what else was
lacking? The bulk of the French
workers,who mistakenly support the
Communist Party as the party of
social revolution,and who had been
seething with discontent and frus-
tration for years,responded to the
student revolutionaries by a general
strike, Despilte the CP's trade-
union arm, the CGT, which tried to
prevent 1lt,the workers occupied the
most decisglve Industries,and hoist-

ed thelr banner, the red flag of
revolution,over them, The peasants
and middle classes generally were
neutralized. The state was paralyz-
ed., Even the police discovered a
new "brotherhood" with the strikers,
De Gaulle, fearing to call on the
armed forces within France, made a
surreptitious vislt to Germany to
determine whether the French army
there could be made to march against
the workers., According to Lenin,
when the "ilower classes' do not
want the old and when the 'upper
classes'! cannot continue in the old
way, then only can the revolution
be victorlous," The one ingredient
lacking for a successful proletarian
revolution was the revolutionary
party. ' v
A party of this type 1s not, of
course,bullt in a day, but must be
created well in advance of the revo-
lutionary crisis. We agree with you
that it will have to do the "t!right!
homework", To us thls means that
it will have to gain the confildence
of the workers through involvement
in immediate struggles, through a
program which can relate these
struggles to the need for a social-
ist revolution,and which also pre-
pares them to take power when a
revolutionary situation develops,.
A situation of this kind 1s not
manufactured on demand, nor does
it last long. But it is what the
party does wlth its accumulated
capital at this point that 1s
declsive, .
Lenin and Trotsky were able to
lead the Bolshevik party and the
Russian workers and peasants to
thelr October because they under-
stood this process, because they
understood development, not as a
mechanical unfolding,but as a pro-
cess of uneven development,of leaps
in both subjective and objective
aspects of reality, in both con-
sclousness and material conditions.
Not a priori triads or an invariant
scheme,e.g. ,proletarian revolution
first in the countries which had
achlieved the fullest capitalist
development,but the concrete analy-
sls of conditions in which subjec-
tlve and objective interact; the
breaking of the chain of capitalism
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at its weakest 1link; the leap in
conscioéusness of the proletarian and
peasant masses under the intelerable
burden of an imperialist war,which
1ts backward economy was least pre-
pared to withstand. Not the "pro-
letarlat" as an abstraction, but a
proletariat hardly a generation
removed from its peasant forebears,
at a lower level of culture, but
also without the conservatlive tra-
ditions of the proletariat of the

advanced countries.
It was this understanding of the

need torelate the subjective factor, |
i recognlzes the present level of con-

the existing level of consclousness
of the working class,to the objec-
tive conditions behind which 1t
tends to lag, that Trotsky incor-
porated in The Death ony of Capl-
tallsm and the Tasks of the Fourth
International, the "Transitional
Program", Thls document encapsu-
lated not only the theory and prac-
tice of the Bolsheviks,but of revo-
lutionary Marxism in general, on
this question, beginning with the
Communist Manifesto, e.g., "The
communlsts fight for the attalnment
of the immediate aims, for the en-
forcement of the momentary Interests
of the working class; but in the
movement of the present, they also
represent and take care of the
future of that movement."

As the title of the "Transitional

Program" makes clear, thls program f

was formulated in and for a perilod
in which the contradictlons of the

world capitalist system, which had |

entered into its moribund, imperi-
alist, phase at the turn of the
century,had reached a stage of in-
tolerable sharpness, was demon-

strating the convulslons of "death ;

agony". The additional quarter of

a century lease onlife given it by f

the neo-Soclal-Democrats, the
Stalinists,
War,the growth of capitalism since

1945 on the basls of a new world

division of labor geared to the pax é

Americana, lnevitably limited the
revolutionary opportunitles, and

therefore, the significance of the :
The rapidly :
maturing world crisis of capitalism !
1s now reinvesting this program with |

"Transitional Progranm",

all its revolutionary meaning,

since the second World f

We have attempted, in our trade-

i union program, not to mechanically

superimpose Trotsky's "Transitional

§ Program" formulated in 1938, onto

the present reality,but rather, to

§ use the method of Trotsky,adapting
: what 1s valld and applicable from

1t and from the revolutionary theory
and practice of the past to present
conditions,or rather to conditions
in the process of development,

We began with a perspective based

. upon our prognosis of coming events,
: We then developed a program of tran-

sltlional demands which,we believe,

scilousness of the workers, their

i objective needs and subjective

i readlness to struggle to maintain
: their 1iving standards, and the

i necessary intermediate steps which
i have to be taken "in the movement
i of the present" to "take care of the

future of that movement”,to win the

: workers to sociallist consclousness,

Our program takes into account the

f division of American workers on
i raclal lines, projects the need to

struggle against both the exploiters

. and their "labor-lieutenants" within

the unions, which now cover more

than 18 million workewrs ané the most

bagic industries, poses the "rank

' and file" or nleft-wing" caucus as

the key to,not only an alternative
and revolutlonary leadership within
particular unions, but also to a

transitional organization, a net-

. work of such caucuses, which can

become in time, the factory commit-
tees, the counclls or "Soviets"--
the "Soclalist Industrial Union",
in De Leonist terms--the organs of
"dual power",of working class rule,
It would seem that your group,
which began with De Leon's "Soclal-
1st Industrial Union" concept, and
we, with Trotsky's "Transitional
Program", have arrived in part at
somewhat parallel approaches, judg-
ing from the felicltously entitled
"What Is To Be Done Now" sectlon of
the pamphlet, "Survival Is the.
Issue®, Thus your group also
addressed itself to the central
question.of transforming the exist-
ing trade-union movement, with 1lts
narrow craft and "business-unlonism"
outlook, into a united, industry-
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wide class organization,whose demo- .

cratic function would be guaranteed

by a class-conscious rank and file, |
. achleved,not by ignoring the divi-

That you did so some six years be-
fore us, does you credit, and also
reinforces our own confldence in
our progran,

As to our criticisms of this pro-
gram--and recognizing that your
Cleveland group originated it ten
years ago,that conditions have con-
siderably altered since then, and
that you are presently engaged 1in

is directed at what seems to relate

to your SLP origins, 1lts lack of a |
{ of course, but by relating it to

! present struggles,as well as tothe
. fundamental needs of the workers.

i We believe that any accommodation

i on thls lssue can only diminish

i class-consclousness--in ourselves

{ as well,

transitional quality. For example,
a programmatic point in the pamphlet
which 1s similar to ours, e.g.,
“reduce the work week...wlth nocut
in income" isposed as something to
be achieved after the achlevement
of "planned production for soclal
use", In general, there 1is no

attempt to connect the immediately §
' as you do, as we both use Marxist

felt needs and struggles, the pre-
sent level of consciousness to the
"future of the movement", Even the
question of "rank and flle" democ-
racy l1ls presented agpart from the
economic struggle. We note that your
draft statement,"What Is SLIG",now
proposes to build "RSIU /Revolution-
ary Socialist Industrial Union/
caucuses within,..existing unions",
and not merely propagandize from
outslde, But again, the question
of leadership in the economic strug-
gles, "in the movement of the pre-
sent" is 1ignored,

The pamphlet also treats the divi-
slon of American workers on racial
lines very glngerly where it refers
to it at all, and the "What Is To
Be Done Now" section completely
ignores this central question. That
this treatment 1s not accldental,
can be seen from the other materlals
which you were kind enough to send
us. Even the recent "Soclety In
Crisis" refers tothe Black people
and other economlcally submerged
portions of the population" only
in conclusion,in recognition that
they "will not certainly be resigned
to suffering whlle they walt for
soclialism”", while the draft state-
ment says nothing whatsoever in

thls commectlon,
We believe, as we have often
stated, that class unity can be

slons or by accommodating to the

g prejudices of the workers, but by

struggle against these prejudices,

{ One of the most pernicious mani-

: festatlons of bourgeols ideology in
; the working class 1s racism, We

i cannot hope to win white or Black
; workers to soclalist consclousness
: wlthout directly confronting white
modifying it in the light of present :
conditions--our principle criticism !
: not to be conducted onmoral grounds

supremacist 1deology in all its
forms, The struggle against it 1is

or other bourgeols eternal veritles,

- We understand the relatlonshilp
between workers and intellectuals

class criteria. We recognize that

E while intellectuals represent an

inter-~class or "cross-class occupa-

. tlonal category",the majority today
i are "braln-workers", sell their

. labor-power in order to live, and
i are svaen productive workers, il.e.,
; produce surplus-value for the bour-
. geoisie,
: e,g,, teaching, soclal-work, Jjour-
: nalism,etc,, they have also joined
{ trade-unions, and it is of prime

In a number of flelds,

importance for revolutionists to
carry onpolitical work among them,
However, we must also remember

%‘that a division between mental and
¢ physical labor exlsts, which will

be eliminated only wilth soclalism,
We must, therefore, understand the
intellectual, not only from the
formal economic criteria, but from
social-political relationships as

; well, The intellectual workers also

represent a privileged formation in
the working class, Thelr way of
life tends to imbue them, and
especially their higher echelons,
not with class-consclousness, but
with a bourgeols outlook, Today,
some "New Left" radicals are empha-
sizling the "new working class",
meaning themselves, and minimizing
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the_role of "blue-tollar" produc-
tion workers. But the relatlve
specific weight of the latter 1s
much higher than that of the "white-
collar" intellectuals. Put sche-
matically, a general strike of in-
dustrial, transportation and com-
munication workers,il.e., where the
"blue-collar" workers are concentra-
ted, would bring the economy to a
dead halt in a matter of days. But
the teachers? The soclal-workers?
As to our criticisms of the SLP
as "sectarian", "opportunist" and
"anti-Soviet",we grant you that we
would and should change and even
eliminate certain adjectives we have

used,now that we have galned greate

er knowledge about that organiza-
tion, without however, retracting
the criticisms as such.

We mean by sectarianlism, in the
case of the SLP, self-isolating
behavior, e.g., presenting a prog-
ranm to the workers as an ultimatum,
on a take-it-or-leave-it basis,
without having developed the neces-
sary strategy and tactles, the
intermedlate steps, by which the
workers' understanding can be ralsed
to the socialist level;lts refusal
to be involved in struggle, its
purely propagandistic stance-~~for
generations, We have been treated
to several renditions of De Leon's
statements on "borlng from within",
De Leon, as Lenin points out, was
an uncompromising revolutionary
Marxist, He was also a revolution-
ary innovator., Having developed
the concept of "Soclalist Industrial
Unlonism", he posed it in "dual

union" terms--a mistake,we believe.é

But I find it difficult to believe
that De Leon would have let fifty
or sixty years elapse,during which
time a movement of the significance
of the CIO took place,without hav-
ing posed new approaches, new tac-
tics, to win the working class for
this position--as some of his
present-day followers are now
attempting,

As to “opportunism", we mean by
this term, possessing and sowing
11lusions about the nature of class
relations and/or in the capitalist
state. We reallze that such illu-
sions may be retalned in all sin-

é of bourgeols society.

cerity,but they remain opportunist

nevertheless--and in the last analy-

sls, even if unconsciously, repre-
sent an adaptation to the pressures
It was one
thing for De Leon,before the first

g World War and before fascism, to
; have talked about "civilized meth-

ods",and of achlieving the transfer
of power to the workers,to the SIU,
through the ballot,and only raising

§ as a possibility the use of armed

terror bythe exploiters. But today

! e—with the spectacle of the American

imperialist murder-machine in Indo-

f chlna before our eyes, with the
: experlence of two world slaughters

and lesser "police actlions", with
the knowledge of what bestlalitles

§ caplitalism is capable of visiting

on the workers who threaten its

g power--can there be any doubt that
i the American capitallsts also will
§ discard bourgeois democracy and try

to malntailn its class rule by force

§ when it finds itself threatened?
i We belleve that a program which sets

forth the peaceful transition to
sociallsm as the most likely possi-
bility, preserves and propagates
11lusions in the nature of the

capitallist state,
We also wish to use the electoral

machinery to educate,to prepare the
. workers for the soclal revolutlon--

and this to us also means the "flight
for the attailnment of the immediate
alms"--but we also make clear that
the ruling class wlll not permit
them to vote in soclallsm,that they
willl have to create thelr organs of
dual power, and then resolve the
revolutionary crisls the way the
Bolsheviks did by removing bourgeols
"democracy" and replacing 1t with
proletarian democracy. We believe
that any other course, which banks
on "democratic" institutions and
constitutions,demonstrates a fall-
ure to understand that bourgeois-
democracy,even at its "democratic"
best 1s also and always a form of
concentrated force and violence
against the working class, Hyde
is never very far from Jekyll, and
will appear more often as the crisis
of capltalism matures,

We can agree wlith you that the
SLP's "eriticisms of the Soviet
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Union have always taken second place
to its principle concern with the

'home enemy'!, to American capital- §

1sm", And yet, we compare 1its

statements about "civilized methods"
for the soclal revolution inthe US,
and about Soviet "despotisnm"., We
know full well the despotic nature
of Stalinism, At the same time,we
still see the retentlon of the con-
quests of the proletarlan revolu-

tion, not only in the enormous de- §
velopment of the productive forces §

in the Soviet Unlon, but also in
the consciousness of 1lts workers

and peasants who are now preparing |
a political revolution against the :

parasitic bureaucracy. It would

seem that in the area of the capl- §

talist and Soviet state as well,
the SLP and the De Leonists ingen-

eral have tended to emphasize form §
--"democratic instltutions" 1in the :

US and "despotism" in the Soviet
Union--at the expense of minimizing,

distorting or ignoring elements of !
content--the force and violence in- !
herent in these institutions in the |
first,and the still-exlsting heri- :

tage of the October Revolution in
the second,

It seems to us that the SLP and
De Leonlists in general have been
content to repeat static formull,
It was Heraclitus,you will recall,

who stated that one cannot step into

the same river twice,to which one
of his discliples added--not even
once, The elements of which the

river iscomposed are inmotion even |

as one steps into 1it, It was for
this reason that Trotsky saw the
need toexamine the content of for-
mulas daily. We recognlze that
tendencles toward a static, meta-
physlical mode of thought, toward
the separatlon of form and content,
toward the eclectic elevatlon of
form or aspects of content, exist
in all of us,

This mode of thought 1s nowhere

more clearly revealed,by the other é

socialist tendencies, than on the

national question., It was because

Lenin functioned asa revolutionary §

Marxist in the Tsarist "prison-house
of nations", where more than 100

separate nationalltlies have emerged i

since the October Revolution, and

because he was a dlalectlcal materis
allst,that he proposed hls solution
to the natlonal question,the right
of nations to self-determination.

. Lenin upheld this right notonly for

"Soviet republics",but for oppres-
sed natlons under capitalism.

Is the right of natlions to self-
determination a "principled ques-
tion" with us inan absolute sense?
Our fundamental principle 1s the
abolition of capitalist and all
other forms of oppression through
the establishment of an internation-
al soclalist community. All other
principles must be congruent with
end are therefore, subordinate to
thils principle. We fully understand
that the national "princlple" has
arisen with the bourgeolsle, and
will depart with it, Not only do
we not make a fetlish of it, but as
revoiuvtionary Marxists, we under-
stand 1t to be a "fetter" on humani-
ty, on the productive forces.

As Marx has noted, the workers
become aware of thelr oppression
and begin to fight out the class
war within national boundries, To
this extent,the form of the strug-
gle 18 national, But in essense,
because soclallsm, as a rational,
planned and classless soclety, can
only exist on a world-wide basis,
1ts struggle 1s international,

But the workers who are divided
by national boundries, and who,
morecver,live Ina world where some
nations dominate, oppress and ex-
ploit others, have to be convinced
of this truth, And this cannot be
done by waving propaganda tracts
at them,

Lenin understood that this contra-
dictory unity, the national ques-
tion, could not be treated meta-
physically, one-sidedly; that to
ignore the reality of national
oppiression in the name of inter-
nationalism would only play into
the hands of the bourgeoisie of
both oppressor and oppressed nations,
Why the oppressor? Because the 1in-
difference to'natlonalism" in this
instance would only be a mask for
annexationists,would not be inter-
netionalism, but only natlionalism
in disguise, To elevate the 'nation"
into an absolute principle, agaln
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plays into the hands of the bour-
geoisle, and agalin of both the
oppressor and oppressed nations,
uniting each with thelr respective
bourgeoisie, at great cost to the
magses,to the "nation",
negation of internationalism,

How can the workers withinnation-

al boundries bewon for internation- !
alism,be made to realize that secu- :
rity from national oppression, can
only be achieved through the inter- :
To

national socialist revolution?
thls question, Lenin answered as
Marx had answered on the Irish

question before him,that the work- |

ers of the oppressed nation would

have to be convinced that the work- §

ers of the oppressor nation were
not allied with their "own" bour-
geolsie in national oppression;
that they would not consider the

state borders of their “"own" state,%

in whlch the oppressed nation was
confined, to be sacrosanct, and
would fight for the right of the:

oppressed natlon to constitute it- ?
self asa separate natlion. By show- :

ing themselves to be true inter-
natlonalists, the workers of the
oppressed could repose confldence

in the working class of the oppres- §
sor nation, Then, after separation,:

might come federatlon, sald Marx,
in the case of Ireland,
workers of the oppressed natlon
might decide not to separate,
Lenin,.

Have we sald anything qualitative-%
ly different on the national ques- :
We have in- g

tion in this respect?
troduced a modification which we

see asconsistent with the Leninist §

position on the national question,
Although the Black people in this
country do not have a common ter-
ritory, and are therefore, not a

nation, we have sald that should a §
majority of the Black people demand
a separate territory, we would not

consider the present boundries of
the US to be holy, but would sup-
port thelr right to separate. We
state clearly that we do not con-
sider thils tobe the best solution;

we note that the overthrow of capi-

tallsm in the US will have to be

accomplished before separation would
be possible;we call for the united

and to the |
i mental interests of all workers,
i The result?

Then, the |
sald ;

struggle of Black and white workers
for this soclal revolution--not on

f the basis of 1gnoring the special

oppressed status of the Black people,
but in a struggle agalnst this
speclal oppression as inthe funda-

The Black workers can
develop confidence in us and iIn the
white workers as consistent revolu-
tlonlsts and lnternationalists, as
class brothers, and may therefore,
decide not to separate, What other
course is there? To inform them
that the white workers will oppose
them, that they insist on retaining
the territory of the US "inviolate"?
This course can only serve tounlte
them with thelr "own" bourgeoisie
and petty-bourgeolsie under the
banner of Black nationalism,

We consider our conception of a
transitional organization in the
trade-~-unions to be the method by
which the "RSIU" can be bullt, and
this common denominator can be the
basis for fraternal relations be-
tween the De Leonlsts and ourselves.,
We believe that we can arrive at a
greater mutual wnderstanding of each
others point of view through a pro-
cess of "discussion, debate and
unity inactlon", We sincerely hope
that the dilscussion lnitiated will:
continue and be broadened to include
others,and that we can be involved
in common action inthe building of
a broad revolutlonary movegent.

¥*
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INFLATION AND THE ECONOMY - What Inflation Does

The "technical side of inflation", the growing inability of money to
function as a stable measure of the value of commodities, as a result
of the increase in the '"money supply" in clrculation, was discussed in

our last issue,

We also defined the "broad" money
supply as including,ln addition to
coins, PFederal Reserve Notes and
checking account deposits, "time
and savings deposits, saving and
loan shares,savings bonds and short
term US government obligations,.."

But the causes of the inflatlonary

mists are not technical but, are
rooted in the fundamental economic
relationships of world capitalism,

During the second world war, and
for the first years immediately
thereafter, prices soared 1in all
countries--so~-called "demand-pull"®
inflation,where,as a result of the
diversion of production to war goods
and/or war-time shortages, excess
money circulated in relation to
avallable goods, Despite price con-
trols, wholesale prices in the US
increased by 20% during the war,and
by an additional 50% in the five
post-war years,

However, the present inflation
results neither from "demand-pull"
or Y“"ecost-push',l,e,,"unreasonable®
wage demands, The latter 1s a
dellberate lie by a ruling class
which hopes to utilize the middle
classes and the unorganlized workers
against the organized, to keep the
workers from winning back that which
inflation has already taken from
them, and to continue lowering
thelr "real" wages even further,

Todayt's world-wide inflation 1s
one of the symptoms of a developing
malady,is an indication that chan-
ges in the relative positlons of the
capltalist countries are taking
place within the world capitalist
system, whose inherent contradic-
tions are again reaching a stage of
extreme sharpness,

US capitallism emerged from the
second world war as the dominant
nation in world capitallsm,posses-
sing most of 1ts productive capacity
and as its main support, The coun-
ter-revolutionary role of Stalinlsm

f weakened state,

i natlonal trade,
i a world,"convertible" currency as a
i result of the Bretton Woods agree-

i ment in 1944 ,along with its depen-
i dent, the British pound, on the

: basls of gold priced at $35 per

i ounce,a price established in 1934,

. had ensured the survival of capital-~

1sm in Europe, but in a greatly
In these circun-
stances,the Amerlcan ruling class

i was able to achieve its economic

i goals of shoring up the economy of
i Europe through "Marshall Plan" fin-
causes : anclal ald and loans,
splral,desplte the "monetary" econo- :

7 It thereby
ensured agalnst the possibility

i that soclal revolution might breach

the restraints of the Stalinists

§ and soclal-democrats, while also
i opening up the Buropean economy to
; American caplitalist penetration.

During the second world war and

i the immediate post-war period, the
: US was able to appropriate the bulk
: of the world's gold reserves,

Its preponderant economic strength

§ also enabled American capitalism to

suspend the law of value in lnter-
The dollar became

But the prices of other commodities

§ had more than doubled in the period

from 1934 to 1950, American capl-

E talism was therefore able to ex-

change less commodities for more

g gold, The dollar had to be atcepted
§ by European capitalism at 1its in-

flated value in international trade,
in Buropean capital investment.

Its greater productive capacity
enabled American capitalism to
achieve a large "positive" balance
in world trade, of exports over
imports, thereby forcing other coun-
tries to "devalue", to inflate,
thelr currenciles,

Devaluatlon of a currency enables
the capitallsts of a country with
a '"negative" balance of payments
to sell thelr goods abroad at a
lower price, 1,e,, encourages ex-
ports, It also makes imports more
costly, and thereby, discourages
them, thus improving the balance.
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The further worsening of the rela-
tionship of other currencles to the
dollar produced additional beneflts
for American capitalism, It was
able to penetrate forelgn corporate
industry more readily with fewer
dollars, It could purchase all com-
modities in these countries, in-
cluding labor-power, at a lower
cost in dollars, thereby deriving a
higher profit from the cheapening
of constant capital and from the
increased rate of exploltation.

The new world division of labor,
with American capltalism in the pre-
dominant role, which followed the
second world war, and ailded by the
stimull of deficlt flnancing and a
greatly expanded arms industry,be-
came the basis for the quarter cen-

tury of economic growth of American !
! and monetary manipulation, deficlt
i financing, no longer act as effec-
i tive stimulants to, or "controls"

and world capitalism,and furnished
the sinews which enabled the US
ruling class to function as the
gendarme for world capitalism,

- The law of uneven development 1s
now transforming the old relatlons,
No longer 1s American capitallsm
without serious capltalist rivals.
It i1s today being challenged in the
market-place,and, first of all, in
the sphere of production by its once
prostrate foes. Germany and Japan,
armed with the most modern produc-
tive facilities,and able to extract
a higher rate of exploltatlion from

its labor-forces, are now posing a ;

growing threat to 1ts hegemony.

In the automotive,steel and elec-
tronlcs,as well as the textile and
shoe industrles, not only 1s the
position of America in world trade
being eroded, but now lts domestiec
market is being "invaded"., Sectors

of American industry are now demand-?

ing "protectlve" tariffs to protect

the higher end increasingly inflated |

prices of its commodities, and its
dwindling profits,from its forelgn
competitors,

The US has had a '"negative! balance

of payments for most of the past 20
years, with military spending and
foreign "assistance" as large con-
tributing factors, but its commer-
¢clal trade balance was "positlive®
until 1968. It has since tended
increasingly toward the "negative’,
Today, as the "liquldity crisis"

. worsens--the difficulties which such
: glant corporatlons as Penn Central
i are experiencing in "finding" liquid
: assets wlth which to pay off 1lts

short-term obligations-~as interest

: rates for money capltal increases,
! with the curtailing of the money

i supply and credit, foreign capital
i begins to seek profits from the

i American "corporate structure",

US capitallsm 1s now over-extended

i In its role as the watch-dog of

! world capltalism,and is finding it
i difflcult to cope with the added

! straln of an enlarging war in Indo-
: china, added to the costs of main-
i talning thousands of military in-

i stallations throughout the world

: and vast expenditures for nuclear

i and "conventional" weapons,

Its Keynesian techniques,e.g. ,tax

for, the economy. Inflation threat-

ens to "get out of hand",to weck the
. economy.,to bring- on, not a "reces-

sion" but,a "depression", In trying
to curb inflation by decreasing the

g money in clrculation and tightening

credit,the Nixon Administration has
"traded off" unemployment, Even 1f
the economy responds to the easing
of credit and monetary restralints in
response to the pleas of assorted
representatives of the ruling class,
unemployment is now expected to
reach the 6% mark,

The value of "blue chip" stocks,
the estimated worth of industrial
capital,as measured by such indica-
tors as the Dow~Jones average, has
fallen by one-third in the past year
and a half, reflecting the new
economlc realities,and the growing
conviction of the owners of corporate
wealth and stock market speculators
that the American economy 1is 1in
serious stralits.

While the signs of growing diffi-
culties for Amerlcan and world capl-
tallism contlinue to multiply, the

5 American ruling class is still able

to maneuver, but only to keep the

economy precariously perched, to

perhaps stave off a prolonged down-

turn for the present,only to ensure

a worse collapse in the near future,
(to be continued)




NATIONALISM AND INTERNATIONALISM

The Arab-Israell Question
~~Program For The Middle East

Our program follows logically from our premises,

If as we have stated, Israel ls

a capltalist state, and not simply !

an "outpost of imperialism",if the
surrounding "Arab" states are, not
"soclalist! but also, capitalist
states, albelt with productive
forces at alower level of develop-
ment, then the struggle agalnst
one's "own" capitalism 1s the
"lesser evil', in Lenin's words.

Not unity with the "bourgeolsle in %

defense of the national 1nterest",

but the unity of the Arab and Jewish

masses against "their" bourgeolsie
and the Bonapartist surrogates,

is requires that the Jewish

es demand the immedlate and un-
conditional withdrawal of Israell
armed forces from the territories
occupied in the 1967 war, as well

as the immediate and unconditlional 2
return of the Palestiniah Arabs to :

Israell state
vince the Ara
ish masses are brothers in the

struggle agalnst class oppression,

the lands s%iien from them by the

TéggggggLagggttheJewish settlers :
who now, indlvldually and colIléc-
‘@T%_wnmw
can e economy O e tiny state !

of Israel support an additional
2 million inhabitants?

gz% Joining the Arab masses in :
thése demands, and also in the de- |
mand that all laws which discriml- !
nate against Arabs, such as the ;
"Law of Return",be ended,the ground:
1s prepared for a soclallst revolu- !
tion which will put an end to the
Zionist semi-theocratic Israell
state together with the Arab
regimes, and result in a Middle
East socialist federation g

From the viewpoint of continuing :
capltalist relations in the Middle :
East and elsewhere, thls program :
seems "unrealistic" and therfore,
"unreasonable", But "reason" on a !
caplitalist tasis means an inexorable
escalation of the present war in the .
Middle East, and perhaps, the in-

Only this wlll con- §
masses: that the Jew- g

 volvement of the US and USSR in a

nuclear holocaust,wlith at the least,
the sacrifice of many millions of
lives, and agony for countless mil-~
lions of others,

The Middle East like the world in
general has no future under capital-
ism, Indeed in Goethe'!'s words,
reason becomes unreason and kind-
ness a pest, The "rational" rela-
tlons of capitallism in general were
long ago transformed into a "un-
reason" ,became "lrrational',while
the soclalist solution,on the con-
trary, is becoming more necessary,
more 'ratlional" and more '"real' with
each day,.

In denying the humanity of Arabs,
in condemning them to refugee camps
and to the "largess" of the Arab
rulers, what have the Zionists
achieved for the Jewish masses?
Thelr standard of living, on the
average, may be three times higher
than that of the Arabs, but it is
stlll less than a third of that of
the United States,at the expense of
transforming Israel into a Jewlsh
enclave in a hostile Arab sea.

The maturing world crisls of capl-
talism will mean an end to the $200
million a year donated to Israel by
Jews in the rest of the world.
Financilal support from the US will
also come to an end, From economic
conslderations alone, Israel as a
Zionist state will not be viable in
these conditions. In 1966-7,despite
outslde financial assistance,Israel
suffered an economic crisis, As
mass unemployment developed, Jews
began to emigrate,

The crisis of world Stalinism is
also becoming sharper, While crises
of a cyclical character can nolong-
er occur in the Soviet Union and the
deformed workers! states,the grow-
ing complexity of the economy makes
the Stalinist Bonapartist caste in-
creasingly incompatible with the
collective property foundations.
The growing economic disequilibrium,
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is the basis for the approaching
political revolution,whose symptoms:
are becoming 1ncreaslngly evident,
As the economic difficulties grow,
less support for the military-

bureaucratic regimes in the Middle §
i what 1ts ailms should be,

East wlll be possible,
A political revolution in the

Soviet Union would, of course, end |
i perspective and program for the

the counter-revolutionary poliley of

support for the "liberal" bourgeolsie ! ‘
: East has still to be created,
Bonapartist reglimes elsewhere, for :
a "deal" with imperialism, and for !
short-range "galns",at the expense !

in the advanced countries and the

of the proletarian revolution.

Within a soclalist perspective,the !
seemingly insurmountable problems in |
the Middle East find thelr solution, | duct,the SWP exposed its eagerness
i to re-establish its "popular front"®

natural resources--the mineral and : bloc with the CP, as well as its

01l deposits,the possibilities for !
: position for classless Black and

g Chicano "people's" parties,

Even a cunsory examination of the

agriculture through irrigation--
reveals its potential for the future,
The "Jjustiflcation" for driving
a people from 1ts lands, so that
others can have a "homeland" will
only be understood as an aberrant
obscenity as the greatly enlarged

~ mon, operated on the basis of a

recedes into the past,

The Israeli Socialist Organization, :

ch publishes "Matzpen", is the

only "soclalist" organization in the !
Middle East which poses the struggle
i straint of the soclal-reformlists of
: all stripes.
: will not become a serlous lmpedi-
: ment to working class radicaliza-
. tion--even for a short period at
lations with the "United Secretariat
. that, and to the extent that, a
i mass revolutionary party exists,

for soclallsm as the road to peace,
and which conducts the struggle
against 1ts "own" ruling class as
the main enemy. However, 1lts
Stalinlst origins and present re-

of the 4th International', and the
SWP in thls country,make it suscep-

tible to opportunist conceptlons on :
. party,under the new objective con-
: ditlons, 1s now possible,

hus,it demands
a de-Zionlzed Israell state, while !

i Chicago conference have again shown
. that they are not only incapable

i of bullding the revolutionary van-
. guard party,but are, moreover,bar-
- rlers to 1ts construction,

the national quegtion and the

"Arab Revolution"j Thus,lt dem

right" of fhe Jewlsh people to a
t,

state of {itg own, I,€,, Tthé Tig h

n_this instance, to exclude Arab
Tundesirables™, It also adapts to
the peasant-guerrillas and to the

; Arab states on which they all lean

-=in one or another degree--by
insisting that as an Israeli move-

; ment, it does not have the right

to tell another people how 1t should
conduct its resistance movement or

The revolutionary party which will
fight for a Leninist and Trotskylst

socialist revolution in the Middle

LESSONS, .. (continued from p. 57)

They merely abstained from voting
on issues,on such "trifles" as the
labor party. By its obsequious con-

open abandonment of the labor party

VANGUARD NEWSLETTER's foresight

| --on the need for a transitional

. organization, for a net-work of
i "rank and flle" or "left-wing" cau-
i cuses in the trade unions, which

means of production, owned: 'in com- §wou1d fight to unite the class

i against the bosses and their labor

rational plan, and integrated into : leaders, which would fight agalnst

a world soclialist community, begin :

to pour forth a presently unimagined : Black nationallsm,was conclusively

abundance,and as the memory of the | demonstrated at Chicago,but in the
deilly meagre ration under capitalism :

| its class-collaborationist politics,

white chauvinism and its reflection,

negative, Utilized by the CP for

it was turned into its opposite,
But as the world crisis of capl-

talism develops, the working class

also moves to throw off the re-

The CP in this country,

this historic juncture--provided

The construction of just such a

However,the other self-proclalmed
"revolutionary" organizations at the




