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THE LABOR PARTY - Part I

From Economic To Political Action

"The Week In Flnance",
of Dec,
year since 1959%,

On the following day, NY Times
assigtant editor, AH Raskin, in an
article entitled,
Unlon Power", detalled the trilals

and tribulations of a "high AFL-CIO | _
-'-nexcessive" wage gains which. "out-

offlclal,,.,the head of a key union
of NY City employees and a top -
building-trades man",

to be "reasonable", labor "states-
men", to take into account the
"financial plight" of employers,
including the municipal varilety,the
union members are forcing them to

make "!screwball demands'",to "'ask :

for the moon'", even though these

"leaders are convinced that the end

result will be lost jobs and a
worthless dollar",

Raskin recognizes the maln factor
acting to produce this rank and file :

pressure, "No matter how blg the
pay increases,they never keep pace
wlth the upsurge in living costs.®

Real wages,says Raskin, were lower é
on the average by 2% than the year

before, and are still behind the
1965 level,despite the record num-
ber of militant strikes,e.g.,rail-
road,postal, other federal service
workers, auto, maritime, etc.

The very knowledgeable "assistant

"Frustrations of f
' gtated directly,

It seems that |
no matter how much these gentry wish
i national productivity should have

business section column of the New. Iork Times
13, 1970, no*ed with gloom that,-"1970 wlll be the worst strike

editor of the editorial page",only

insinuates in this essay what hils

editorial page has often enough
that the workers
are '"cgausing" 1inflation through

strip productivity", But Raskin
also demollshes that falsehood by
noting that "the normal rise 1in

assured the worker a 15% improve-
ment 1n real earnings" over the

. preceding five year period,

He also records the deep feelings
of "hopelessness, almost despair"
the "sense of impotence" which
afflicts the union "leaders",as the
ranks call upon them for leadershlp
against the attempts of the employ-
ers to solve the problems of infla-
tion, recession and international
competition at. thelr expense,

Raskin notes in thls connection
that the "busliness slump has cut
down on overtime pay", and on "op-
portunities to 'moonllght'" that
"{mport competition iscutting deep-
1y into Jjobs'", that "conglomerate
empires" are 1iqu1dat1ng jobs,e.z.,
maritime, and in fact, that "unem-
ployment on the docks 1s so great
that 1t may bankrupt the guaranteed-
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wage fund under which a regular

longshoreman gets close to $10,000
a year even if he never goes near
a ship", " The last gratultous re-

mark is an effective measure of the
‘the contract, Evidently concluding

contempt that a well-fed bourgeois
intellectual has for the workers
who do physical labor.

He testifies, however, that as

the fighting spirit of'the‘workers~f
rises, the feelings of despondency

of the union "tops" also rise in

direct proportion inder present Qonp?
The "labor lleutenants of :

ditions.
the capitalist class" are still
accustomed to the "good old days":

of the early '60's,when. they could ;

"win®" contracts which contained real
gains for the workers, while the
capitalists could also obtaln a
higher rate of exploitation and
fatter profits, But today, under
conditions of capitalist crisis,

these labor mis-leaders are demon- :
. predecessors helped to bring about,

strating that they are completely

unfit to lead a fight to defend,let |

alone advance the vital 1nterests
of the workers, '

The president of the 320 000 mem~§
ber Brotherhood of Rallway and Alr-:
1line Clerks, CL Dennls, who admits :
to calling the one-day rall strike :
in resporise to rank and file pres- |

sure, 1s now feeling the anger of

the ranks for ordering a return to §

work in compliance with a federal
‘court order and the threat of a
$200,000 a day fine, A speclal
Congressional law had also been

rammed through, which extended the :
previous "cooling off" period until
March 1lst,and whlch had been sweet-:

ened with an immediate 13, 5% wage
increase,

well pald railroad workers, whose
wages had fallen both relatively

and absolutely over the years wlth %

the help of the Rallway Labor Act,
and who were not considered among

the most militant of trade unionists, :

were ready to defy both Congress

and the courts to win the $1.85 an .
hour increase over a 39 month period !

which the teamsters union had won,

Leonard Woodcock,Walter Reuther's |
replacement at the helm of the Uni-.

ted Auto Workers, l1ls also belng
attacked by the unlon ranks for a
sellout of the General Motors

- strike to win,in additlon to other

-and more paper money and credit to
finance the Vietnam war and

.. cles.

Nevertheless, the once-

‘standards.

strike., Knowing the fighting spirit
of the workers,Woodcock called the

demands, a key demand of $1.25 an
hour increase for the first year of

that the workers had been suffi-

,clently softened up by 9 weeks on

the plcket-line,Woodcock presented

~them with his "victory", a 51¢ an

hour increase the first year,.

The Nixon Administration has re-
cently attacked the General Motors
settlement as "inflatlionary"., But
ag the NY Times itself pointed out,

5,33¢ represents "inflation catch-up",

12¢ matches the increase in national -
tproductivity", Only the 6¢ remain-
ing constitutes an improvement in
the real wage. The workers had cnly
succeeded in lowerling the rate of
their exploitation by a small smount,
Nixon trles to hide the real cause
of inflatlon, which his Democratic

the debasement of the money supply
through budget deficilt financing,
the creation and circulation of more

l'de_
fense", and in order to keep the
faltering economy afloat, The same
Nixon not too long ago pontificated
about the need to control inflation
through a balanced federal budget,
and "tight" money and credit poll-
He had a "game plan" for
"trading off" inflation for unem-
ployment, Today, in fear of the
political consequences in 1972, he
has reversed his economic policies
by 180 degrees, proposes a large
federal budget deficit, and is
twisting the arm of Federal Reserve
Board chalrman Burns to open wide
the flood-gates of money and credit,
From the farm workers in Salinas

. to the taxl-drivers in NY City,the

American workers everywhere are
demonstrating thelr readlness to
fight to malntain and improve their
But as the national in-
come declines, as the “"recession"
cuts into profits,as International
competition sharpens, i.e., as thea
elements accumulate of a world-wide
crisis of capltalist production and
financlal relations, the American

¥ capitalists, and also thelr rivals,
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are forced to attempt to redistrib- .
g politics because: :

ute the natlonal income at the ex-
pense of the workling class, No
longer can they afford to bribe an
aristocratic layer of the class with
the shrinking profits and super-

‘trade unions are propelled into

profits of a world market monopoly

which is rapidly slipping from their
grasp. As production declines, as
the rate of profit also declines,

the ruling class trles to rescue the

situation by increasing the explol- :

tatlion of the workers,

It is at this time that the ‘execu~ !

tive committee of the capltallist
¢lass, the state, which had previ-
ously been content to hamstring,to
1limit the effectiveness of trade
unions) attempts to completely
transform them from defensive in-
struments of the workers into organs
of control over them,

The workers .are to be hand—cuffed,?

first by an "Incomes policy" such

as Burns recently advocated, 1.e.,
a "high-level Price and Wage Review
Board" which will freeze wages,whlle
the capitalists cheapen products to
sell at the same prices, and whlle
"black market" prices go sky-hlgh,
Burns also calls for "productivity
" boards" to decide on the amount of
wage increases,1f and when they are
permitted, The right to strike in

"egsential"” industries is to be re-
: meant "a party of the working class",
: and was not proposing "a labor party

placed by compulsary "arbitration®,
with the right of unlon members to
ratify or reject contracts a thing
of the past,

The state still operates under
bourgeols democratic rules, It does
not, as under fasclism, seek to
transform the unions into state
institutions,but only to "control®
them, In so doing, however, it
demonstrates more and more openly
that it i1s indeed the organ of
capltalist rule over the workers.
Mr. Hyde becomes more. clearly vis-
1ble in Dr. Jekyll.

But, in the face of the ruling
class offensive, and deprived of
even the inadequate weapons with
which they could fight to defend
thelr standards, the workers are
forced to recognize thelr need to
fight politically, as a class,

As Trotsky has pointed out inhis
discussions on the labor party, the

: should the revolutionary Marxists
{ advocate today?
i interviewed in Turkey,stated that,
i "The emergence of a labor party is
i Anevitable" in the US. In a letter
i written later that year to the seo-
‘ ond national conference of the

. Communist League of America,he made

% "Political actlon generalizes the

needs of the workers and addresses
them not to parts of the bour-

geolsle but to the bourgeoisie as
a whole organlzed 1n the -state.,®

The recurrence of capitallism's:

§ incurable disease, a new world

crisis, 1s once again producing the

! typlcal symptoms within the trade

unions which Trotsky noted 1in the

§ 1938 discussions:

"The trade union bureaucracy be-
comes more and more disoriented,
.the rank and flle more and more
dissatisfied,, . If the class strug-
gle 1s not to be crushed,replaced
by demoralization,then the move~
ment must find a new channel and
this channel is political,"

But what kind of political channel
In 1932, Trotsky,

clear that by a labor party,he had

: In the specific Britlish sense", At

§ that time, Trotsky also emphasized
i that while he did not exclude such
i a development, the question was of
{ a tactical,not strateglc nature,

{ Trotaky, therefore, refused "to

i affirm abstractly and dogmatically
! that the creation of a labor party
i would be a fprogressive step! even
{ in the United States",
i did "not know under what circum-

: stances, under what guldance and

i for what purposes that party would
. be created",

because he

Trotsky, true to the dlalectic

i method,and in contradistinction to
: some present -day advocates of a

¢ labor party, who have transformed
‘i1t into an article of failth,or even
{ an empty slogan, was concerned to
! examine thls question concretely,

(econtinued on p. 121)
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STATE AND REVOLUTION IN LATIN AMERICA (Part II)

--The Chilean Popular Front

! Castro, until recently one of the foremost advocates of the peasant-

érrilla road to "socilalism",

Chile,a semi-industrialized coun-.

try, 1s - one of the more developed
nations in Latin Amerilca,
tion to belng the world's second

In addl- -
: Allende received the support of the

has since embraced not only the Peruvian
Junta, but now also the Chilean multi-class Unidad Popular (UP) headed
by Allende, which 1s now posing a "peaceful transitlon" to socialismﬂ

of the Allende regime was demon-
strated on October 24th, at the
speclal session of Congress.at which

largest copper producer, it has now. Christian Democratic (CD) party and

developed an urban industry,
Mexico, 1ts annual per caplta in-

come is approximately $500, little §
. at almost §1 billion--more than half

more than 1/7th that of the US.
The bottom 60% of the population
subsists on 20% of the national

income,but it can boast of univer- :

sal suffrage for those over 18, a
minimum wage ($52 per month), a

month's sick leave and yearly paild :
vacatlions for "salaried” employees,§

and also a sliding scale of wages
to enable the masses to cope with
Chlle's chronlc inflatlon.

" -Even before Allende assumed power.
the Chilean state, through its
development corporations, elther
owned outright or had investments

in 84 corporations whilch accounted !

.. In all aof Latin America.
i had to settle for '"compensation"

duct, Along with the fuel and power :

industries, it also controlled the :

copper industry, and owned in full | to recelve "returns" on their invest-

§ Hpnts, even if at a lesser rate.

for 40% of its gross national pro-

or in large part the sugar, steel,

netal fabricating and glass indus- :
! November 3rd was not the first in

! Chllean history, In 1938, the same
It :
was heavily involved in development : Health bymilllonalre Pres, Agulrre

loans and public financing of con- : Cerda,whose Radical party headed a

struction, and also in the manage- | "popular front" coalition organized

ment of agricultural reform projects, : by the CP. _
: broken up by the
. wag revived in 19 6, but not for
- long,
' Pres, Gonzales Videla took office,
: he threw out his CP cablnet minis-
¢ ters,
' and broke off relations with the
: USSR and Czechoslovakia,
: for financlal aild and investment
posits were withdraw om Chilean ; capltal from the US,
banks in late September@ ;

fidence of : ,
" with the Soclalist Party,the Popu-

tries, It controlled 60% of the
private banks, and, through its
central bank, national credit.

Desplte Allende's assurances to
the-head. of the Chilean stock ex-
change that he would "respect pri-
vate enterprise", and hls and the
Chilean CP's protestations, that
nelther Allende or it intended to
form a "soclallist" or "Marxist®
government,the Chilean economy did
suffer a contractlion as large de-

However, the basl
the bourgeoisie in the "integrity"

Like §
: dent-elect,

Congressional ratification as presi-
Moreover, the US cor-
porations,whose holdings are valued

in the mining and smelting indus-

i trles which "return" them a profit

‘of more than 25% annually--demon-
strated no undue alarmat the nation-

. ‘allzation of copper and nitrate

mines, While the American imperial-
1sts would prefer to safeguard
"thelr" propertyand profits through

§ a "stooge'" government, or falling

“thls alternative, through military
and economic action,the latter road

. .1s not now available to them. The
i fear that, at thils stggg&_d;géﬁi:z
“EEEIEﬁagainst Chile might result

ng the imperialist app

Lecar]
They have

whicn will enable them to continue

[ The "popular front" installed on

Allende was appointed Minlster of

. The "po ular front",
lin-Hitler pact,

Shortly after Radical party

In 1948, he outlawed the CP
in a bid

Only in 1958
did it agaln achleve legal status,
At that time,the CP formeda bloc
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lar Actlon Front (FRAP), which ran .

Allende against and was narrowly
defeated by Jorge Alessandrl,. In

defeated Allende and FRAP

- 1964,CD candidate Sen. ffeiubntalva'

In addition to Allende's SP and

. the CP,the UP coalltlion is composed
of the Radlcal party and the Move-

ment of United Popular Action (MAPU).
Allende, one of the founders of
the SP 1s consldered tq_be "left"
of the Moscow-oriented CP{L The
latter claims to have a solid core

a million in US terms)., Its spokes-

men have ‘recently expressed the hope§
that the somewhat moth-eaten Radical

party would now regain some of its

old strength, As do all reformists.é :
i which was supposed to destroy lati-

the SP and CP hope to introduce a

"soclalist" content into capitalist :

forms, and consider that they are

laying the foundations for an "even--;;E

tual socialist regime".,

(The Radical party had its begin- |
In the early !

nings in the 1860's,
130's, under the impetus of the

great depression, its program, re- :
flecting its class origins and com-|
- positlon as the professional spokes-:

men for the liberal wing of the

bourgeolisie, called for democratic §

government, 1ndustr1alization and
social refor

MAPU was the result of a left
split from the CD.

Allende and the UP have promlsed -

5,4n_Lhe_rh92§ggi§;uxxﬁa,eaflx~$3%%gL

a "republlc of the working class"

which polled 39,000 votes behind the
UP. It was formed by a fusion of
Liberal and Conservative parties,
The latter was the traditional party
of the landed aristocracy, Its
eclipse reflects the weakened posi-
tion of this layer of the ruling
class as a result of the impact of
the world market and peasant strug-

§ gles, e.g., land occupations and -

agrarian reform programs,
The 1liberal CD had its beginnings

5.1n the '30's as a Catholic~action

of 50,000 voters (the equivalentcn'f movement,the Natlonal Falange,with

sympathies toward Franco. The hope
of a capltalist development for
Chlle caused 1t to evolve into a
soclal reform movement, The agra-
rian reform law,passed under Frei,.

fundism,expropriated 3 million hec~
tares, The CD promised to settle
100,000 peasants on this land, but
accomplished far less, In realilty,
as did the Peruvian junta, the law
recognized the accomplished fact,
the occupation of the land by the
peasants, Its "Chileanization®
program called for the buying up of
51% of the foreign corporations,
Its candidate in the September 1970
elections, Tomic Romero, finished
a poor third. Although now an
"opposition" party, it holds out
the promise of "technical and admin-
istrative collaboration" to the UP,
The Chilean Trotskylsts numbered

on a program of "progressive nation-: .but neilther its Posadaist or Pablo-

alization" of basic mining activi- .

ties in copper, iron ore and nit-

rates,the banking and large domes- f
"EIoﬁary Left (MIR), a pro-Castro

tic industries, and a further
extension of agrarian reforms.
Allende has established relations
with Cuba, and is expected to soon
redeem hils promlses to recognize
North Vietnam, North Korea, China
and East Germany.

Army commander-in-chief René

nelder Chereau's assassination

was believed to have been engineered !

by the US Central Intelligence

Agency, working through right-wing f

E&gggg;ggg%ﬁgggﬁto be t the
; service o € wWor rsl,,n§§22§u1

terrorlsts,in the hope of provoking !

an army coup to vent Allende
from taking office;
To the righ he UP stands

Jorze Alessandrifs Nationalist party °

L. 1st evolutions have Been_nromineﬁf

unde banners But it
seems, the Movement of the Revolu-

“student-intellectual gYouping, Nas

1 18ts" operati .

§ MIR advocates nt and urban
%'ggfgggiéa Warfare., Nevertheless,
. | e} suspgn“\ggese opera-

tIons and support Allendé and-the

the tember elections, 1t
has since declared Allende's vic-
“"tory to be an "immense step in the

‘people’s struggle to take power™,
and has ¢alled upon the "gstate

~Thile's populatisr of 9 and a half
million has a labor force of 2 and
three quarter million. More than a
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half million workers are organized
into trade unions,the largest being
the United Labor Federation (cuT).
e Chilean working class has a
long revolutionary tradlition, The
first trade union movement, the Labor
FPederatlon of Chile, organized in

1909,adhered to the Communist Interué
national in 1921, The CP originated :

from the Soclalist Workers Party
founded in 1912 by nitrate workers
in Iquique, In 1931,an uprising of
the worKers, peasants and students
forced the resignation of president-
dictator Ibafiez,” The '"soclalist"
regime of Pres, Carlos Davila which
followed was ousted by the military
after 100 days 1n office, In the
" late '30's, more than half of the
Chilean industrial workers and an
even higher proportion of miners
were conslidered to be influenced by
"Marxist ideology".

In 1967,the Chilean workers pre-
vented the Frel regime from with-
holding a fourth of its wage increase
to H"offset" inflation and to provide
capltal for industrial expansion by
calling a general strike, In 1969,

Frel had to request that the US can- |

cel Nelson Rockefeller's visit to
Chile because of the "threat" of
strikes and "street violen
With liberalism inChile
strably bankrupt, the bourgeoisle
does what i1t has always done else-
where,1t reaches for an alternative

means to keep the masses under con-:

trol, and calls upon "socialist"
opportunists to take the responsi-
bility for preserving the soclal
order, It must, of course, pay for
these services by reforms, whose
cost is felt by some layers of the

ruling class more than others,e.g..é

the large landowners., In other
Latin American countries,where the
ruling class is elther unwilling or
unable to pay the price, or the
soclalist-reformists are incapable
of holding the masses in check,the
alternative chosen 1s a police state
headed by millitary Bonapartists,
However, the backward countries,
and not only in Latin America but
throughout the world, are not Jjust
repeating the experience of the
advanced in thls respect. As the
business section of the NY Tlmes

E left to the extreme right",

demon-~ |

of Dec, 6th pointed out,nationalist

% rhetoric 1s "the one theme common

to politlcal groups from the extreme
Thus,
it finds that the anti-American

lmperlalist statements coming from

Chile "would have sounded famlligr

to a stanchly anti-Communlst Brazil-
ian technocrat or to a Columbian

businessman intent on making money
..,", and that in addition to "far
left" urban guerrillas in Brazil,

Uruguay,Argentina and Chile, there
are '"ngtionalists of the rignht" who
are hostile to the US, and who de-

sire to run an elitist and authori-

tarian "form of state socialism",
It 1s the growing inability to

solve capitallsm!s contradlctions

in the under-developed sectors along

with the recognition of imperialist

responslibility for the retarded

f nature of the productive forces as

compared to the advanced countries

--a recognition which the capitalist
{ world market develops in increasing
. measure-~which increasingly propels

the masses into struggle against

imperialism,its comprador servitors,

ar)'_xg, capitalist relations in general,
In the new post-war condltions,

; and without a revolutionary working

class leadership, the latest vari-
etles of Bonapartlism-~the Peruvian
military junta, the Toérres regilnme,
Perdn even before,and also a Fidel
Castro--are able to emerge ,

The soclalist-reformlsts Chile,
as have thelr predecessors elsewhere,

prepare the way for one or another

type of Bonapartist, The Chilean
centrists of the Posadalst and Pablo-
ist schools are followlng a well-
marked road of class betrayal . in
adapting to the overt soclalist-
reformists, the Allendes, instead

of warning the masses agalnst enter-

talning the sllightest illusions in
them,instead of preparing the work-
ers and peasants for a soclalist
revolution to place the workers in
alliance with the peasants in power,
In Bolivlia and Peru,the centrists
are making an error similar to that
of the Polish CP, which, utterly
confused by the Zinovievist and
Stalinist Cominterns,supported the
Pilsudsky coup in May 1926. The
(continued on p. 121). :
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on the basis of interacting objec~
tive and subjective factors.

Of course, the labor party as an
accomplished fact, as an already
functioning arena, would have re-
quired the revolutionary Marxists
in the US at that time to work
within 1t, But the question at
- 1ssue was whether the Marxists
should advocate and help create
this arena. Would this "intermedi-
ary" party have the possibility of

becoming a "genulne mass party",or §

could 1t become a "hindrance to
the progresslve evolution of the
working class"?

Today as in the t'30's, the CP

attempts to prevent the development ;

of independent working class poli-
ties, In line with the "peaceful
co-existence" policles of the Soviet
Unlon,and true to lts own reformist
and counter-revolutionary nature,
1t seeks an "antl-monopoly" coall-
"tion with the liberal wing of the

ruling class,
In making its turn from ultra-

leftism to the "antl-fascist popular 3

front", it played a major role in

disorienting the working class,and .

in lining it up behind Roosevelt.

Today,1ts influence is comparative-'

ly insignificant, It may concelv-

ably forego 1ts hoped-for bloc with |
the liberal Democrats for an "lnde-:

pendent" labor party in the future
. LATIN AMERICA,..(cont, from p, 120)

viclssitudes of Soviet-style "socl-:

on two possible bases: - that the

allism in one country" requires it,
as in 1939 with the Stalin-Hitler
pact,or else and more likely,
an irresistible movement develop

within the trade unions for a labor

party, as the llberal Democratic

political alternative becomes less ?
In that |

event,the CP, through its National '
: much easler it 1s to help the Bona-

palatable to the workers,

Coordinating Committee for Trade

Union Action and Democracy,together :
with all other varieties of reform-:
1sts will flock to its banners to en-:
sure that it becomes and remalns a :

labor party of the British type.

However,as an examination cf the !

history of British politics will
confirm, and especially 1n recent

years, there 1s no way out for the :
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that |

. working class on the basls of bour-

geols pollitics--and trade unlon
politics remains bourgeols polltles,
as Lenin made clear in What Is To
Be Done, in his polemic agalnst

% Economism, agalnst prostration be-

fore worklng class spontanelty, as
a sectlon of the Russian soclalist
movement was propounding.

The Socialist Workers Party (SWP)
which had continued to ralse the
slogan of a labor party since the
dlscussions with Trotsky, for over
a quarter of a century, has now
abandoned 1t for Black and Chicano
multi-class parties,

In her attack on Bernstein's op-
portunist "revlsions" of Marxlsm in
Reform and Revolution, Rosa Luxem-
bourg noted that the first reform-
1sts are required to pay an inad-
vertant tribute to Marxism, Whilel.
attempting to pull its revolutionary
teeth,they must declare themselves
to be its devoted dilsciples., In the
same way,the SWP in discarding the
essence of Trotskylsm for opportun-
1st adaptations to petty-bourgeols
nationalism 1s forced to declare
that the raclal,ethnic and nation-
allst parties which it presently
recommends, will, in some undis-~
closed manner help initiate a labor
party, l1.e,, a class party which
can unite all workers in the US.

(to be continued)

Bonapartist P1lsudski was also hall-
ed by the Polish Soclalist Party and
the "left" as a friend of the work-
ing class and of socialiggé
Unfortunately,these "Trotskylsts"
have “forgotten" that Trotsky's
theory of the Permanent Revolution
requires that a working class van-
guard party be constructed., How

partists, the fortultous agents of
the "objectlve process" into power
over the workers and peasants as a
step toward "sociallsm", But it was
Just this bellef that state ownership
"even of the Blsmarcklan sort" was
soclalism that Engels attacked in

Socialism, Utoplan and Scientiflic.

~ (to be continued)
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TROTSKYISM TODAY (Part IV) - by Harry Turner

vSpartacist and A.C,F.I.

"Unlty" Negotliatlons

Two organizations cannot occupy the same political Space for long.
Either their political correspondence increases and finds 1ts organlza-
tlonal expression in unity, or else theilr politics diverge as objective
clrcumstances act on and are acted upon by each organization in accord-

ance with its own nature,

In the case of the Spartacist
group and the American Committee for
the Fourth International (ACFI),
first one and then the other took
place, Unity negotiations were
followed by a final breech and a
divergent development,

"~ The Spartaclist group'!s expulsion
“from the Soclalist Workers Party
(SWP) several months prior to ACFI
gave ‘1t a distinct advantage over:
the latter, _As the only organiza-
tion to the left of the SWP,as the
"putsd

"the student milien,_ngg_pher with
a Zynpathetic periphery of ex-

memb nd sympathizers of the SWP,
It managed to recrult 1n this perIod

several members of the American
Soclalist Organizing Committee
(ASOC), the left-wing faction of
the Young People's Socialist League
(YPSL), the youth organization of

the Soclalist Party-Social Democratic

.Federation (SP-SDF),

Shortly after the suspension of
the members of the Reorganlzed
Minority Tendency (RMT) from the
SWP and its emergence as ACFI in
the summer of 1964, the Spartaclst
group’s James Robertson proposed
that, as both had politlcal agree-
ment on essential questions, thelr
two groups unite.
languld and desultory pace, ini-
tially through literary exchanges,
and then through 8 meetings between

their leading representatives1nuty:

negotiations had reached a dead end

by Qctober 19635,
An examination of "Marxist Bulle-
n No, 3--Part IV", published by

the Spartacist League (SL), of the
minutes of these sessions and its

preface, should prove 1llluminating
to an objective observer, The SL,

; movement in the  US

bearer of the revolu_lonagxﬂ'
“Tanner of Marxism which the SWP hadwﬂ

abandoned, it began to attrac
orces towalt L. primarily from

| parties are found in.a mutuall

Proceeding at a §

in attempting to use the minutes to
justify its own behavior only suc-

é-ceeds in proving that both leader-

ships were more concerned with or-

: ganizatlional manipulation and control

of the fused organization, should
it ever come into being, than with
thelr responsibility for bullding
a viable section the Trotskyist

As though taking part in a quad-
rille, first Spartacist comes forth
aggressively as the wooer with ACFI
in retreat. Then the reversal, ACFI
becomes the ardent swain with Spar-
taclist in the role of reluctant
partner, At intermission, the two
Un-
: easy and distastful embrace,{ The
steps of the dance are related only
to the narrowest organizational as-
pect of politics, The exlsting.
political differences which are
raised, are not the real focus of
the negotiations, but are only
advanced as a defensive reflex,
and largely to achleve leverage on
the "impor t" question--who will
swallow wh

As a result of the inltial suc-
cesses of the Spartaclst group,
Robertson was convinced that his
organization,at that time,perhaps,
four times as large as ACFI, could
successfully digest the latter,
Wohlforth, fearful that ACFI might
well be the eaten and not the eater,
at first wants only an exhaustive

literary dlscussion on all outstand-

ing political and organizational
questlions., Only later does he agree
to meetings of the leadershlps, But
he then proceeds to demand immedi-
ate organizatiomal collaboration and
fraternization at all levels before
his organization will decide whether
or not unification 1s desirable,
Robertson,fearing that Wohlforth
and ACFI might lead some of hls new
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flock astray,counters by insisting

that Wohlforth first make a commit-

ment that unity 1s "possible or
principled", Having received it at
the 5th session, he then demands
that ACFI accept the onus for the
split in 1962,as the central ques-
tion, without which,unity will not
take place, Robertson has,evident-
ly decided by then that the kind of
unity which he had in mind was not
possible,that ACFI and its talent,
and especially Wohlforth's literary
abllity would not be at the disposal
of an organization which he,Robert
son would domlnate,

The character of the leaders of
organizations,can play,as Marx has
pointed out, an important role in
accelerating or delaying develop-
ments, This subjective factor,will
and should have a certain welght in
negotiations between organizations,
But revolutionary Marxlsts, sclen-
tiflc soclalists, begin not from

subjective considerations,but from f

the objective tasks with which the
movement 1s faced,and to which the
subjectlive factors are,in the final
analysis subordinate.

are_the perspectilyve

sltuation and. the preva evel

9iJﬂ2QQQEL£49§§_QQQ§§£%§§%3§%-
It was at thls poin a e

International Committee of the Fourth |

International (IC) intervened to
remind both groups of the vital
lmportance that the construction of
a revolutionary vanguard party in
the US would have for the inter-
national revolutionary struggle.

As both Spartacist and ACFI had ex-.

pressed agreement with its inter-
national perspectives and program,
the IC called upon both groups to
work toward agreement on Amerlican
perspectives as the basis for unity.
Shortly thereafter, at a meeting
in Montreal, the delegations from
the Spartacist group and ACFI, at
first independently and then con-
Jointly, met with Gerry Healy, the
national secretary of the Soclalist
Labour League (SLL) and secretary

For serious f
Marxists, the yital consgiderations .
the

"'L’B_QE——“L?M

ozxanizatiQg,prnngﬁgs_tamﬁgagiiggLvé
&nd the program which it elaborates, !
The strateg d tactics It develops

e

to work for
unity after
of the IC
prepare an
document for

of the IC, and agreed
a consummation of the
the London Conference
in April 1966, and to
American perspectives

E presentation at the conference.

But not without a struggle,

. Hobertson wanted a written guaran-
» tee that the IC would not again

"interfere" in the "internal"

5 affalrs of the American section,as

in 1962,and was ready to break off

negotiations unless he recelved it.

Gerry Healy,of course,understood
that Robertson,in the name of demo-
cratic centralism was demanding,in

: effect, a federative relationship
" with the international movement,of

the type that the SWP had achieved
in the post-war period, in which

¢ each natlonal movement conducted its
. own "business”" without having to

account for its activities to the
international--in essence, a re-

3 version to the national practlces

of the Second International. Healy

was, qulte prope , opposed to any
such understanding.S ’

A natlional section of the inter-
national movement must, of course,
develop leadership with the capacity
to determine correct strategy and
tactics, not apart from the inter-
national movement,but as an integ-
ral and essential part of it, These
gsections bear the direct responsi-
bility for constructing a working
class vanguard party which, as a
result of its deep roots and inti-
mate knowledge of the concrete con-
ditions of struggle, can initiate
and respond correctly to them,
Obviously, for an international
movement of this kind,there can be
no question of glving and taking
"orders". ,

At the same time,the internatlion-
al party of the world proletariat
must operate on the principle of
democratlic centralismj} It has, not
only the right but the duty to in-
tervene, to criticize the work of
the national sectlons,to point out
opportinistic and/or sectarisn errors
in the work, and to demand that
their politics be congruent wlth
t e of the international movement,

he weaknesses of any of its parts

i1s, of course, a weakness of the
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international as a whole.} The suc-
cesses of any of its sections

strengthens all sections., The revo-§
lutionary break-through,a socialist_;

revolution, especlally in one of

the advanced countries,would short-f
ly place the soclallist revolution

on the agenda in all capltallst
countries, and the political revo-
lution as well in the degenerate
and deformed workers! states.

Unknown to Healy and ACFI,Robert;f

son's intransigeance had divided the
Spartacist delegation. Whille all
‘its delegates,at that time,accept-
ed Robertson's petty-bourgeols
nationalist position that Healy's
intervention In 1962 violated thelr
national rights,two of them, Geof-
frey White and this writer, had
insisted that the unlity of revolu-
tionary Marxists on the basis of
the existing fundamental political
agreement into a nucleus of a Lenln
1st vanguard party was a far more
important question than formal guar
antees of "independence" wever,
this divislon never came to a head
because Healy proposed a formulation
with which all could agree, that,
both groups based themselves on the
"decisions of the first four Con-

gresses of the Communist Internation- |

al", on the work of the "Foundlng
Conference of the Fourth Inter-

national",and on the IC internation-
al perspectives document;and that,
on thils basis, "tactical disagree-~

ments on work" in the US "would not
The IC

be an obstacle to unity"§

reserved the "right £0 make its
political position...known to the
delegates at the Unification Con-
ference,,." Discussion on "all past
differences"was to be suspended
untll after unity had been consum-
mated, when 1t would be continued
in literary form,

The owl of Minerva flles at dusk.
Seen in retrospect,it was,obvious-
ly,a mistake not to have fought out
the question of 1962 at Montreal,
together with the issue of a working
class orientation for the united

srzanization as agailnst the Robert- !

. {st reévolution, but rather, 1T
: *UuIIaIﬁELE‘BEEE?:EBEEEEBIE’Esiéon-

son propagandist approach,
Whille Robertson would, probably,
have convinced the majority of his

delegation to break off negotiations,

a fissure would,in all likellhood,
have been opened in his ranks. His
real petty-bourgeols nature would
have been revealed to, at least, a
section of his membership, and the
basis would have been prepared for
a healthlier unity with some of the
S tacist group later on,

E%g was only much later, after
Robertson had called a halt to the
turn toward the trade unions and
toward the constructlion of a net-

work of rank and file caucuses on

a program to unite the raclally

divided workers in struggle agalnst
speclal oppression,that this writer
began to understand the real meaning

. of his emphasis on the role of the

SL as a propaganda grou

The propaganda group label was not
merely a sober recognition of the
"realities",but the expression of a
pragmatic outlook,which ignored the
growing crisis of American and
world capitalism, | Robertson was
without a cohesive rspective for
the bullding of the revolutionary

party,and was propoging a type and

level of activity which seemed to
him “gsensible" and also,of course,
comfortable, i,e., work to which
he was sulited, work with the petty

-bourgeols strata&

Shortly before the London Confer
ence,Wohlforth attacked the "rough"
draft which Robertson had presented
at the last moment to a Jjoint meet
ing of Spartacist and ACFI, on the
floor and later in writing,for not
providing "the basis for a proper
perspective for the fused movement",
for being without a "perspective
on the development of the class
struggle" in the US, nor of posing
"any strateglc orlentation around
which the fused movement could be
built" | Wohlforth was then roundly
attacked for attempting to prevent
unity. He had,however, only spoken
the truth,

At gn; Bondon Conference,Robert-
son was agalin to demonstrate at

i s prTmary c n_was no
construction of g gection of the
party of the international social-

ality cult,

(to be continued)
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IN'DEFENCE OF TROTSKYISM

To the YSA National Convention Delegates:

. You, who have Joined the Young Socialist. Allilance, have dedicated
yourselves to the cause of soclalism, You belleve that your organization
and 1ts parent body, the Soclallst Workers Party, is committed to the
construction of a Leninist and Trotskyilst working class vanguard party,
You wish to be armed politically and theoretically in order to play a
fitting role in the fight against capitalist and imperialist oppression,

And yet, as you read the works of the great Marxists, do you not
at times, become uneasy at the divergence between theory and practice?
Your mentors in the YSA will, of course, assure you that its present
llne 1s only the "creative application" of Marxist theory to the '"new"
reality--and see how profitable it all is! Of course! So say all
opportunlsts disgulised as '"Marxists",

History has known all kinds of transformations, sald Lenin. The
Second International of Engels became, under Kautsky, the strongest
support for European and world capltallism, The Communist International
of Lenin and Trotsky was also transformed into its opposite. From an
organization dedicated to the liberation of humanity from class oppres-
slon,1t became,under Stalin and the Soviet parasitic caste,the greatest
single barrier to the world soclalist revolutilon,

And the party of Trotsky? Compare the present politics of the YSA-
SWP to that of Trotsky's, or even of the YSA-SWP before 1961, :

Take the anti-war movement, for example, For the revolutionary
communists, the fight against war 1s a e¢lass question. The Trotskylsts,
at the time of the second World War and the Korean war, understood that
the struggle against war 1s inseparable from the preparation of the
working class for the social revolution, Today,the YSA-SWP seeks bigger
and better class-less "single issue" marches and demonstrations,in close
"cooperation" with liberals and Stalinists,to "compel" the ruling class
to "end the war in Vietnam". As if pacifist sloganeering has ever forced

a ruling class to end a war!

As for the working class,the SWP long ago abandoned serlous attempts

" to establish roots within it, and limits its role to that of observer

and commentator from afar, It concentrates its attentlon on and actlve
intervention in petty-bourgeols arenas, and primarily on the students,
while repeating ritualistic incantations about the "working class".

Why the transformation? After Trotsky's death, the leaders of
the Fourth International proved unable to understand and withstand the
difficult objective conditions of the post-war period, in which the
Stalinist system expanded into Eastern Europe and China, accompanied
by the growth of world caplitalist economy.

The SWP seemed able to resist Pablo's revisionlist conceptions--in
which Stalinlsm was seen as compelled to become revolutlonary desplte
1tself, in which the "epi-center of the world revolution" had shifted
to. the "Third World"--until the Cuban revolution., It then also found,
along with its international co-thinkers in the Unlted Secretariat,that
the working class in both the advanced and under-developed countries
wzs, 1in effect, bribed and conservatized, and, in the "new" conditions,
r.o longer fit to carry out its historic mission, as Marx, Engels, Lenin
and Trotsky had bellieved, Instead, substitutes for the working class



énd its revolutionary party were sought and found in the students, the
peasants and in "revolutionary" nationalism,

The SWP now glves 1ts uncrltical support to every petty-bourgeols
panacea from Black nationalism to "slsterhood is powerful", 1ln addition
to supporting Castro's Bonapartlst rule over the Cuban working class,
‘It has discarded the labor party sloganl in fact, while fraudulently
representing the class-less Black and Chicano parties which it advocates
now, as its forerunners. The recent series in the "Militant" on the
Black Panthers even attacks them for "sectarianism" for departing from
"revolutionary" Black nationalism toward a class conceptlon, the unity
of Black and white workers for the socialist revolution! Sections of
the United Secretarlat--in the name of Trotskyism, no less--ignore the
working class for peasant and urban guerrilla warfare, v

But the "new" reality,whilch the SWP and United Secretariat observed
through empirical spectacles, is also beilng transformed, The post-war
economlc expansion i1s changing into a world capitalist crisis, linked
integrally to the growing crisis of Stalinism, The workers in the
advanced, the backward and Soviet-bloc countries are all in revolution-
.ary motlion, But the party of Lenin and Trotsky must be rebuillt, if the
new revolutionary opportunities which are now developing are not to be
agaln transformed into defeats, The youth, student and worker, can play
a vital role in thls process.

We in VANGUARD NEWSLETTER call for the building of an American
section of the international Leninist and Trotskylst working class van-
guard party on a program to unlte the raclally divided working class in
struggle against all forms of special oppression, in its own immediate
and fundamental interests and for the soclalist revolution

We belleve this perspective to be a correct understanding of
Trotsky's contributions on the Negro question, not the distortions of
the SWP, which tries to cover up its opportunism by converting Trotsky
into a Black nationalist, nor that of other so-called Trotskyists, who
have altogether discarded Trotsky's position on this question,

We call for the organization of rank and file or left-wlng caucuses
in the trade unions with this perspective incorporated into a comprehen-
sive program of transitional demands. We believe that a network of
such caucuses can develop into a leadership of the organlized working
class, can become at a revolutionary moment,workers' councils,"Soviets",
organs of "dual power" and the "dictatorship of the proletariat®.

We ask you to compare the program of Trotsky which our newsletter
upholds and advances, with the current YSA-SWP revisionist and antil-

working class progran,
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