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CORHEC;ION: The Answer by "Masas"

Part of polnt 4 of the answer by “Masas" to VANGUARD NEWSLETTER was,

unfortunately, garbled by us to read,

"Tt 1s not true that the Front which

the POR forms a part of includes partlies which call themselves Marxist...."
It should have read,"It is not true that the Front, which the POR forms

a part of, includes the bourgeolsie.

It does include partles that call

themselves Marxist but have their roots in nationalism.»

VOTE SOCIALIST IN 1972--WITHOUT ILLUSIONS!

The overwhelming majority of American workers will vote for the natlonal
tickets of the mailn parties of capltallsm in 1972, the more liberal Demo-
crats or the more conservative Republicans,

In a number of states, "indepen-
dentn caplitallst parties willbe on :
the ballot and will appeal for work-g

ing class support, In New York

State, the 11beral Liberal adherents

of the Democratic Party wlll echo

the dllute McGovern "popullst" ap- |
preal while the right-wing Conserva-:

tive supporters of the natlonal

Republican party will voice a more :
subtle variant of raclist Wallacite :
Dr. Spock's "radiocal" :
sounding :
a "popullst" appeal slightly to the !
"left" of the Democratlic and Liberal :

"popullism,®
reformist People's Party,

partles may also achleve ballot
status., In southern states, the

American Party of Wallace willl ad-§
vance a directly raclst "populist" :

appeal to the voters.

Also on the ballot in many states

willl be avowedly soclallistnational

‘and local candidates of the Socilal-

ist Workers Party (SWP), the Soocial-
ist Labor Party (SLP) and the Conm-
munist Party (CP).

Even in 1ts heyday in the last
decades of the nineteenth century,
the Popullst movement of resistance
to the rise of monopolies was, as
Lenin pointed out, "reactionary in
1ts economic basis " Today, the
"left" or "right" appeal to the
petty-bourgeoisie and the working
class to return to the “"good old
days'" of lower taxes, lower welfare
roles and "law and order" is either
a caricatureof reformismat a point
when decaying capitalism can no
longer supportit or of a developing
Bonapartism to enforce class "peace”
by hamstringing the labor movement.
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The "strong" executive ostensibly
balancing above classes elther of
the Roosevelt or DeGaullist type

will inevitably give way to a fas-

cist regime to destroy all workerst;
organizations when the rulling class !

sees no other alternative to the

maintenance of its property "rights":

in the absence of a successful
soclallst revolution,

Regardless of temporary economlc :

improvements which may stlll take
place,
can and world capitallsm is now
ciearly visible in international
nsnetary crlses,
flation and high unemployment and
in worsening national balances of
~trade and payments.

On August 15,
ed with the wage freeze that the

nconcessions" to the American work-:
ers which had been possible in "good .

times" are at an end, No matter
_wWhich party of the ruling class

occupies the White House, the attack

on the wages and living standards

of the workers willl continue apace,:
The "anti-war" presldential candi-;
date of the Democratic Party, George |

McGovern, speaks for that section
of the rulling class which wants to

"end" a politically and financially é

costly lmperiallist adventure in
South Vietnam on worlid Stalinist
guarantees of the maintenance of
capltalism there and elsewhere,
McGovern has recently stated his

conviction that the endless war in
Indochinadiverts American military :

strength from the task of maintain-:
i .general is preferable to the absten-

ing American imperialism's preserves
on a world scale,

Nixon, the incumbent Hepublican
president, also wants to vend" the
war, but with "honor," i.e., with
the stronger guarantee of 1its pup-
pet regime securely installed in
South Vietnan,

The sharpening struggle for the
world market between US, Japanese
and German lmperialism can only
lead to commercial, industrial and
eventually, to military war. The
Tundamental contradiction between
capltalist property relations and

the collective property relations i

of the Soviet bloc, China and Cuba
can only beqome exacerbated by the

the growing crisis of Ameri-|

in continuuing 1n—§

1971, Nixonannounc-§

crislis, American and world imperi-
allsn will seek to return the col-
lective property of the degenerated
and deformed workers!' states to
capltalism, American capitalism in
the epoch of imperialism means war
whether under the auspices of the
Democratic or Republican parties.

The need for an independent and
revolutionary party of the working
class was posed by the Communlst
Manifesto in 1848 and has been
fought for since by the revolution-
ary Marxists. The creation of a
revolutlonary working class leader-
ship today is more thanever a vital
necessity to resolve the "crlsis of
humanity."

From 1ts inception, VANGUARD NEWS-
LETTER has called for a labor party,
an independent workers' partiy based
on the rank-and-file of the trade
unions. This glant political step
forward would enable the American
working class to halt the present
capltallist offensive and to launch
a counter-offensive in behalf of
its class Interests,

In the process of advancing work-

-1ng class socialist consciousness,

the revolutlonary Marxists will

build its vanguard to lead it

to a victorious sociallst revolution.
In this election, it is the posi-

tion of VANGUARD NEWSLETTER that,

in the absence of a serious inde-

i pendent working class party, a vote
i for the ostensibly independent

soclalists-~including also the can-
didates of the Communist Party--by
advanced workers and the nlefth" in

tion advocated by the Spartacist

League, assorted pro-Macist and

i petty-bourgeoils radical formations,

At the same time, we warn agalnst

§ placing the slightest confidence in
i any of these parties as in any way
: capable of advancing the cause of

soclalism.
Those who vote for the national
candidates of the CP, SWP, and SLPin

§ preference to McGovern, Nixon or
i even Spock demonstrate a subjective

commitment to socialism. A policy

' of abstention would not permit hun-

dreds of thousands of American soci-
aiists to indicate that, in fact,

' they do exist.
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Abstentlion, as Trotsky polinted
out to Burnham, 1s not the most
revolutionary of pollcies, There
may be times when condltlionsdo not

permitan alternative policy. Under
i Roosevelt,

conditlions in which a working class
party has a secure and large base
in 1ts class and electlons are so
thoroughly rigged as to make any
vote a mockery, a boycott may help
expose the election as a farce,
However, the present advocates of
an electoral boycott will certainly
not convince workers to abstaln

from voting and, in all 11kelihood,§

not even a substantial part of the
nleft.® All that the abstalners
.can hope to achieve by this. tactlc
is the warm inner glow arising fronm
the knowledge of thelr own pris-
tine purlity.

Whenever possible, revolutionary
Marxists must utilize the electoral

machinery, the courtsand other ele-:

ments of bourgeols democracy to

advance socliallist conscilcusnessand
to prepare the sociallst revolution.: no doubt, that its hand wlll be

i strengthened 1In the *“popular front"
{ bloc with the liberal bourgeoisie

! and, perhaps, create the possibility
i of 1ts open acknowledgement oy 1ts

§ bourgeols allles,

It is our intention to use the 1972
elections to the extent that we are
able to present our own perspective
and program and to contrast them to
reformist, centrist and sectarian.

- essence which lies beneath the for-: \
i more rapldly to the right toward
i outright reformism since the Cuban

Of the independent soclallist par-; revolution and its adaptation to

; the Castro Bonapartist regime.

mal sociallst labelsof the CP, SWP
and SLP .

ties on the ballot in 1972, the CP
is undoubtedly the most reformlst.
It is, however, more than likely
that it will receive the largest
soclalist vote, The CP 1ls still

and, moreover, the only one to have

retained a large base in the working
. able to consummate a reunion with

class and among the most exploited

Black and Spanish-speaking workers.
{ besmirch the name of Irotskylsm in

In 1936, Browder and Ford, the
candidates of the CP for President
and Vice-president respectively,

conducted a "lesser-evil" campalign !
i front "peace" coalitlion with theCP

i and the liberals.
i to every petty-bourgeois "third

for Roosevelt and agalnst Landon.
The CP was then executing a diffi-
cult tactic in emerging from the

ultra-left "third period" with the :
i old labor party demand has long

' peen superceded by the demand for
: petty-bourgeols Black and Chicano

rest of the world Stalinist move-
ment to class collaboration and

the promotion of its "democratlc
frontt'-vanti-monopoly coalltion.”
Too abrupt a shift to an open en-

: dorsement of the "soclal-fascistw

i Roosevelt might have resulted in

! the loss of members and supporters.
: Besldes, CP backing would have ‘been

an embarrassment and a 1iability to

Today, the CP has, essentially,

! taken a leaf fromitsown discredit-
i able history. It 1s agaln present-

ing an independent national ticket,

' Hall and Tiner, while calling for
i the victory,
i evil" but of the "progressive" and

not of the "lesser-

rtantl-war" candidate, McGovern,

Agaln, 1t has not offlcially endors-
i ed McGovern in the evident recogni-
i tion that it might be the "iiss of
; death" to the capltalist '"underdog."
i It, no doubt, also recognizes that

considerable reluctance exlsts in

§ the radical movement to the "lesser-
i evilm approach after the 1inglorious
i experience with the CP's support

for Johnson as against Goldwater 1in
1964, 1In amassing a sizeable vote
for its ticket, the CP also hopes,

as 1n Europe.
" The centrist SWP has moved even

It had abandoned a serious orlen-

i tatlon to the working class years
: earlier. With the emergence of

i the Cuban deformed workers!'
i 1ts opportunist appetites until

the largest sociallst organization
i then held in check by Trotskyist

state,

northodoxy," was unleashed, It was
the more overt opportunists who

1963 as a result of their similar

§ opportunist pollities., It has become

the nleft" cover to the popular
It has adapted

world" movement in existence. Its

"people's" partles, which, to the
extent that they are realized, serve
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only to further divide the workers
and unite them with thelr "own®
bourgeolsie and petty bourgeolisile,
The SLP, undoubtedly the most
principled of the three, for more

than half a century has followed a §
pecullar sectarlian line whlch guar-!
antees 1ts complete isolation from :

the working class, from 1ts Black
and Spanlsh-speaking especlally

oppressed layers and from the strug-§

gles of women and youth.

The worlkers are to abandon their §

present bureaucrat-ridden unions
for the pure and revolutlonary

"soclalist industrial unions" which !
exlst only in the minds of SLP men-:
bers. They are to vote in soclialism |
ndemocratically" and in a "civiliz-:

ed" manner--to be sure, the workers
are advlised to be ready to back
thelr votes with their control of

the means of production, if the cap1-§

talists should prove recalcltrant.

In greetling the dissident De Leon-§

1st Northeast Reglonal Conference
of Socialist Committees of Corres-
pondence (see attachment to our

February 1970 issue), VANGUARD NEWS-%

LETM'ER presented 1ts perspective
for work in the trade unlions, as
follows:

"We have advocated the formation
of bi-racial rank and flle cau-
cuses, united around a program

of transitional demands, and link-g

ed in industrial, regional and

natlional bodles, which can become,

2t a revolutionary moment, the
factory committees and workers!
counclls through which the workers

can take and hold power. We have, :

in other words, posed an opera-

tlonal perspective for the revolu-§
tlonary struggle in this country, :

whose end-product clearly resem-
‘bles the De Leonist "Soclalist
Industrial Union," but which 1is
based on the living dynamic of
the class struggle in the United
States, and noton the ultimatism
of the SLP."

Together with Socialist Forum,
VANGUARD NEWSLETTER helped form the
Committee for Rank and File Caucuses

(CRFC) on a two point class program:é

oppositlion to the integration of

the trade unlons into the capitallst
state and for an independent workers!

5 party based on the rank-and-flle,

The sectarlan--the opportunist
turned inside - out--constructs im-
penetrable barriers to ward off
temptation and achleves a self-
isolation from working class strug-
gles, as 1s the case with the SLP.
Ultra-militant posturers, such as
the Spartaclst League, who are only
concerned to impress the student-
radicel milieu, reject our perspec-
tlve of working within CRFC to win
its individual caucuses and the
entire network of caucuses to the
full programof transitlonal demands,
CRFC is "opportunist," they inslst
in the name of Trotskylsm, because
1t does not require the entire
"Transitional Program" at the begin-
ning as a condition for the caucus.

As if in direct answer to the SL,
Trotsky had the following to say
about applying the "Transitional
Program" in discussing 1t in 1938
(Writings of Leon Trotsky, 1938-39,
Pathfinder Press. D. 45):

v Then we have the questlon, how
to present the vrogramto the work-
ers?...We must combine politics
with mass psychology and pedagogy,
build the bridge to their minds...
For some time we must try to con-
centrate the attentionof the worlk-
ers on one slogan: sliding scale
of wages and hours.

" The empiricism of the American
workers has glven political part-
ies great success with one or two
slogans, single tax, bimetalllism..
Now we can present one which ls
honest, part of our entire progranm,
not demagogic, but which corres-
ponds totally to the situation,
Officially we now have 13, maybe
14 million of unemployed, in re-
ality about 16 to 20 million, and
the youth are totally abandoned
to misery. Mr, Roosevelt insists
on public works. But we insist
that this, together with mines,
railroads, etc., absorb all the
people, And that every person
should have the possibility to )
live in a decent manner not lower
than now, and we ask that Mr.
Roosevelt with his brain trust
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propose such a public works that
everyone capable of working can
work at decent wageS....

" T believe that we can concen-
trate the attention of the work-
ers on this point. Naturally this
is only one point.
ning this slogan is totally ade-
quate for the sltuation.

he bureavcrats

opment proceeds.
Then if the slo-

will oppose it.

gan becomes popular with the mas-§

ses, fascist tendencies will de-
velop in opposition. We will say
that we need to develop defense

squads, I think that in the be-

ginning this slogan (Sliding Scale
of Wages and Hours) will be adopt-:

In the begin-§

But the
others can be added as the devel- :

ed....In reallity it is the system
of work in sociallist society....
But if we present the whole soclal-
ist system it will appear to the
‘averase American as utopian, as
something from Europe. We present
it as a solution to this crisis
which must assure their right to
- eat, drink and live in decent
apartmnents, It is the program of
socialism, but in very popular
and simple form." (VNL emphasis)

It 1s because we do not find a

fposition of critical support to be
i warranted for any of the socialist
i varties on the ballot in 1972 that

we recommend that our readers vote
"soclallist...without illusions."

THE BRITISH DOCK STRIKE -~ by Henry A. Platsky

British workers have written a new page in history--have provided an

example of solidarity,
strike of 1948,

The British ruling class has res- , '
i struggle, using such tactlcs as

the world capitalist system in clas- | roving pickets to disrupt Britain's

sic and predictable fashlon by try- :
: movernment to give in,

ponded to the economic crisis facing

ing to destroy the effectiveness of
the Britlsh trade unions in order
to reverse the trend towards a de-
clining rate of profit by slashing
wages and beneflts.

The result of this offensive by
the British ruling class has been
the Industrial Relations Act--an
act similar in design and purpose
to the Taft-Hartley Law in the US.

a Natlonal Industrial Relatlons
Court (NIRC), an agency designed to
tie the British trade unions hand
and foot to the capltalist state.
Whlle trade union and Labor Party
officials have limited themselves

gles of British workers have shown
that rank-and-file workers are ready
and eagzer to break from the politi-
cal stranglehold of Britaln's "labor
lieutenants of capital.®

The struggle of British dock work- |
ers comes on the heels of an ilmpor- .that theBritish ruling class began
-to feel the ground moving under
"thelr feet.
:squealed about the "rule of law,"

‘vbullying tactics," ad nauseum.

tant wage victory won by the British
mine workers. ‘“'he mine workers were
able to win an increase far abvove
the guidelines set up by NIRC by

second in this decade only to the French general

wagelng a militant, intransigent

fuel supply and force the Tory

No doubt, thls victory had a lot

:to do with the fighting spirit of

. the Britlsh dockers who,like their
: brother longshoremen in the US, have
i been wageing a battle agalnst auto-
i mation of the industry.
: workers took up the tactlc of pick-
! eting cargo depots which they thought
: they should work,
The act among other things, sets up [ an injunctlion against the picketing.
. When dock workers refused to call
:off the picket lines,
‘ordered five workers jalled.
‘ took place on Friday, July 21st.
‘By Monday, every major port in
:Britaln was shut tizht as rank-and-
to verbal protest,the recent struz- ; file workers spontaneously demon-

. strated against this act of bour~
‘geols tyranny. Along with the dock
. worikers,
‘auto workers,
.craft workers jolned the strike.

When dock

the NIRC lssued

the court
This

miners, newspaper workers,
truck drivers and air-

It was at this polnt, no doubt,

Government officials
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Things would have indeed been
bleak for the master class were it
not for the Herculean effort of the
Trade Unlon Congzress and Labor Party
leaderships who worked overtime to

derall the British workers' struggleJ
On the same day in question, Mon-g

day,July 24,a joint union-manage-
ment committee 1lssued 1ts proposed
solution to the dock crisis, Among
the proposals agreed to was a plan
to give the dock wecrkers higher
severance pay! One should hardly
be surprised that the dock workers
could see little in thls offer that
promised Jjob security.
turn to the case of the less than
magnanimous offer later,

By Tuesday, London's bus drivers
and conductors had voted to. join

the mounting tide of labor protest. |

Other workers were demanding that
their unions join the protest,
Workers battled police outside the
House of Commons and at Pentenville
Prison where the five dock workers
were being held, workers blocked
the main road to the prison with
commandeered buses and a truck.
Under the increasing pressure of
the rank-and file, the trade union
and Labor Party bureaucrats struck
a "miiitant" posture. The Amalga-
mated Unlon of Engineering Workers
which has one and a half million
members threatened -a protest strike:
for the next week. The Trade Unlion
Congress General Council met agaln
to reconslider a proposal for a one
day .sympathy strike which they had
re jected the previous day, Mean-
whlle,Harold Wilson,ex-Labor Prime
Minlster, promlised in the House of
Commons that a Labor government
would do away with the Industrial
Relations Act.

But the resources of capltalist
legality seeminzly have no end., By
Wednesday, the 0fficial Solicitor,
a minor court officlal,had obtained

the release of the five workers and,

lo and behold, the militant postur-
i ing the struggles of the British

: dock workers, the Workers League

ing over the Industrial Relations
Act disappeared as i1f by maglc.

On Thursday, July 27th, the dock
workers! leadership aided by the
Labor Party officialdom was trying
.0 shove the aforementioned "solu-
7ion" to the job securlty question

We will re-:
i hes head and a glass of water was

i thrown in hls face by furlous dock
i workers who stormed lnto the dele-
: gate meeting after the settlement

! the blind to see.
i 1t seems that those armed with the
: method of Healy, Wohlforth, and

i company have dispensed with such

: trivlal alds as clarity in arriv-
i 1ng at their vultimate" solution

: to the problems of the British

. down the throats of the dock workers,
. Delegates from the loecal unions re-

Jected the offer, however, and de-

! manded a contract that insured job
i security. This,despite Labor Party

leader,Harold Wilsonts endorsement
of the pact.

By Wednesday, August 16th, a ma-
Jority of the offlcial delegzzates

! of the dock workers had been con-

. vinced toend the twenty day strike,
i but not without anexplosive expres-
: slon of bitter contempt for the

i leadership.
: of the unlon, Jack Jones, was punch-

The General Secretary

ed, a mental ashtray barely mlissed

was announced. Accordling to the
nJew York Post", one dock worker
shouted to Jones, "You are a leper!

§ Where is your yellow armband?

Although the militant ship stew-

§ ards fought to continue the strike

in major ports such as London and

i Liverpool, a majority of these dock
{ workers,
i ranks had now been divided, also
i voted to return to work.

recognizing that their

What should have been,at the very

é least, a general strike by all of
i Britain's workers against the Irdus-
i trial slave labor act wasprevented

by a quick maneuver on the part of

! the British courts which enabled

{ the Labor Party and union officlsals
: to cool off the workers:!
i get them back on the job,
i of these class traltors

i been clearer,

anger and
The role
has never

clarity does. not enable
For instancs

However,

working class. In the June 26th
"Bulletin", in an article describ-

(W) echoes the line of the Soclal-

g ist Labor League (SLL):

"The central task facing the :
British workers today 1s the poli-
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tical defeat of the Tory Govern-
ment and its replacement by the
Labor Party pledged to soclalist

policles."

Detalls on how the Britlsh workers
are to zo about finding thls myth-
ological creature-this Labor Party
rledged to soclallist policles-are
provided in an earlier edition of
the "Bulletin": commenting on the
SLL's policies during the earlier
miner's strike, M@lody Farrow
writes:

'...the SLL fought for the mobi-
lization of all sections of work-
ers behind the miners for .one
central purpose: to create the
conditions to force the Torles

to resien and for gemeral elec-
tions to return the Labor Party
to power.®

.. In the February 15th 1issue of
NWOrkers Press" the SLL wrote:

"1'his can best be carried out in
the struzzle to force the Labor
leadership to adopt soclalist
policies under conditlions in
which they are exposed for their
inability to do so...."

with the question of power., Its
immediate task is therefore to
force the Tories to resign."

Were the workers of Britain in-

deed faced with the immedlate ques- !
i the role of the labor bureaucracy

. the SLL-WL will only destroy all
gthat they claim to want to achleve,

tion of power, 1.e., the workers!
had a revolutlonary-socislist con-
sciousness, then the tasks of the
SLL would be, to paraphrase Lenin,
to overthrow a Labor government at
oncel

While the Britlish workers have
only general soclallist inclinations
rather than a real soclalist
consclousness, 1t 1s correct to
call for the victory of the Labor
Party over the Tories-but only 1n
the process of exposing the L&hb
Party leadershlp as belng ant;-soci-
alist and political agents of the
enemny class, Marxists, of course,
do not encage the Britlsh workers
inafutile struggle to "soclallze®
the Labor Party a la Healy any more

{ enormous initi
{ the struggle zgalnst the ruling

i class offensive and the self-defeat-
‘ing policles of the Labor bureau-

i crats.,
i leadership can win them away from
i the politlcs of the Labor Party-
-unless revolutlonaries can show

' Party 1s to block the road to
 sociallst "policles'"-that such
ipolizies can only be carried out
iwnen the workers have a party de-
i termined to win state power rather
“than political office--the courageous

. than Marxists embellish right-wing
i labor leaders in the U.S. a la
: Wohlforth.

There are very obvious parallels

' between the adaptation to the Labor

. Party bureaucrats by the SLLand the
i blatant adaptation ® the right-wing

: of the labor bureaucracy by the WL.
: The recent attempt by the WL to

: make Meany and Abel's opposition

i to the Democratic Presidential

i campalgn into something progressive

i 1s, quite simply, a blatant lie to

i the workers.

The role of the Meanys, Wilsons,

‘etc.,1s to disarm the workers ide-
i 0ologlcally and to hold them to
 the rule of the capitalist class.

: If Marxists must temporarily find
i themselves in a Labor Party with

i the Meanys
: Party agalnst the Torles,

or supporting a Labor
it is
only a tactic in the overall strat-

‘egy to drive the aforementioned
i from the workers!
i erence hetween this pollcy and

: any other pollcy that seeks to

i convince the worker's that the

i labor bureaucrats can be "forced"

i to play a progressive role ls the
idifference between a Leninist-

i 'rotskylst perspective and the per-
i gpective of would-be advisors to

" The working class is confronted | rleft"-bureaucrats,

camp, The diff-

No doubt the SLL and the WL think

{ that these maneuvers will somehow
 move the workers,
i experlence, with the bureaucrats,in
i a revolutlionary soclallst direction.

through negative

But by confusing the workers as to

The British workers have shown
ative and energy in

But unless a revolutionary

them that the role of the Labor

®
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British workers will have to suffer . all
even greater setbacks in thelr liv-: bullding of a Leninist-Trotskyist
! party-which will lead them on the
i only road to llberation-the soclal-

i 1st revolution,

ing standards

It is for this reason that the
most important question now facling
the British workers (a question

CORBESONDENCE

To the Editors:

facing all of the workers) is the

May 10, 1972

VANGUARD NEWSLETTER's characterization of the Spartacist League as a

fworkers!
mation, 1s accurate but puzzling,

vanguard" for students, and as a radical petty-bourgeols for-
since you seem to have endorsed the

same position in stating that "Marxism.,.must be brought to the working
class by intellectuals originating in the petty-bourgeoisie..."(VANGUARD

"NEWSLETTER, March, 1972, p.32

I'm aware of your qualifications,
that these must be intellectuals
who are "able to overcome their
middle class attitudes...", and
that Marxism can also be introduced
by "workers who have mastered it,®
But, wouldn't SL also make such
verbal qualifications?

The working class today reads
and writes, and even has 1ts own
Intellectuals., It really doesn't
need petty-bourgeols coaching in
order to understand Marxism., I
believe,in fact, that the most im-
mediate task of the working class
is to rid itself of petty-bourgeoils

and para-capitalist "radical" lead- :

ership,so that a proletarlan lead-

Dear .Comrade,

. ershlp and initilative can emerge.

Proletarian leadership does not

i naturally structure ltself into
i elltest
i and when 1t 1s forced into such

i formations 1t is easily overwhelmed
i by the petty-bourgeois intellectual
i radicals, who are so much more

i skilled at word games and factional

! fighting.

cadre formations, however,

This does hot mean that prolet-

i arian leadership 1s unequal to the
i needs of the class struggle, but
. simply that it must find its own
i struggle formations and directions,

Chuck Doehrer,
Chicago

One can instinctively sympathize with your feeling that the working
clasg "really doesn't need petty-bourgeols coaching in order to under-

stand Marxism.®

However,ultimately one must real-
ize that this feeling comes from an :

emotional revulsion towards the in-:
! consclousness but was lacking a

: party capable of leading 1it.

tellegentsia and what 1t has often
come to represent,rather than from
a Marxian analysis of social groups
and the role that they can play 1ln

the struggle to overthrow capitalilsm.
' negative example of 1ts defeats

The very fact that we acknowledge
the need for a vanguard party,
a party to lead the workers, means
that we must also acknowledge the
fact that the proletariat isunable

to spontaneously generate the type of
i the period of revolutionary crisis,

organization needed to overthrow the

bourgeoisie when the time is right, :

il.e.,
| : question for us is, how 1is this
. party to be bullt?
-~ class had been historlcally unable

We are all too well aware of the
instances in history when the work-
ing class has had a revolutionary

Learning form the posltive example

§ of the victory of the working class

under Bolshevik leadership and the
without a party of this type, the

If the working
to give rise toa vanguard party in

then this type of party must be
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built before the revolutlonary cri-

sisrand therefore,before a majority
of the proletariat has attalned a
revoiutlonary consclousness.

A party must be bullt that can
assimilate the experiences of the
past,relate these exverlences 1o
Itsultimate task and prepare ltself
to lead theworking class when that
class as a whole 1s ready., The
leaders of this kind of party must,
therefore, have a wide and deep

understandlng of the laws ofhistory,é

l.e., of Marxism, While we in no
way underestimate the ability of
workers to master Marxism to an
extent that would enable them to
lead a party, we must not forzet

that every clrcumstance inaworker's:

life mitigates against this pos-

sibility. Authoritarian upbringing.§

educational and relligious institu-
tlons, physically (and therefore
mentally) fatiguing work, famlly
obligations, etc.--all of those
influences that flow loglically from
a soclety designed +o maintaln a
privileged class--stand 1ln the way
of a worker assuminx the role of a
revolutionary leader. It 1ls the
comparative freedom in the l1life of
the petty-bourgeols intelligentsla
that enabhles indivlduals from thils
strata to study fully and compre-
hend the lawsa of history.

You are quite risght in saying
that, generally, petty-bourgeols
intellectuals are "more sktilled at

word games and factional fiqhting."%

But this is only because they are
better educated and, therefore,
are more comfortable in the world
of ldeas. It 18 the separation
of the petty bourseoisie from the
means of production and distrib-
ution, that often , in fact usua-
lly, zive their "word manmes" an
abstract, confused and ecotist
quality. This 1s the reactlionary
aspect of the petty-bourgeols
intellectuals. But we should not
aet cauzsht in the trap of belliev-
lng that the freedom of ideas so
common to the intellectnual 1s, in
and of itself, bad. It 1s only
throueh hearing ideas discussed
that people learn to use ideas,

The intellectuals can debate,argue,

criticize bett+er than worlkers be-

causse they are more used to doing

1t. It 1s a natural part of thelr
lives, It 1s more likely that, at
first, leaders of a Marxist party

will develop from a group fostering
this ability than from a group in
which it 1s stifled.

Trotsky was always concerned to
ensure that the vanguard party
achleved and maintained a working
class compositionand that the volce
of the intellectual dld not drown
out the voice of the workers, whose
clear class lnstlncts,organization
and fighting spirit united to revo-
lutionary consciousness alone can
succeed in overthrowing capitallism.
The workling class vanguard party,
the Leninist and Trotskylist party,
has to become a school for sclenti-
fic sociallism in the developing and
trailning of working class leaders.
The Leninist party is a dlalectical
synthesis of theory and practlce and,
in this process, of intellectual
and worker. It ls an anticipation
of the worker-lntellectual in the
communist society of the future.
Only with this lntegration can a
party of the Lenlinlst type be bullt
to lead the working class to power,

But as you say, "wouldn't SL also
make such verbal quallflcations?!
Yes, they would. But the question
goes further than this. We recog-
nize the contradlctory nature of
the intelligentsia--the ablllity to
think, debate and critlclize on the
one hand, and, on the other hand,
the difficulty in using this ability
objectively--both equally flowlng
from the soclal exlstence of the
intellectual, We therefore look
+to win over only those intellectuals
who "are able to overcome thelir mid-
dle-class attltudes--that 1s, to

. use their mental skills in the ser-
" yice of the workling class.

This

is exactly what the SL leaders can-
not do because thelr politics flow
from their own inabillty to break
from thelr middle-class outlook.
They have tallored thelir polltlcs
to sult thls outlook. This is why
they have changed some of thelr po-
sitions (see our series on the SL)
with the stated objective of beling
better able to win over students.
Their positionson trade union work
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--e,2.,, you must organize caucuses

of the full program of the vanguard
party, you can never,
cumstances,

moralism.
the party revolutionaries will be
recrulted from all strata of soc-
lety., However, they will be re-
cruited not to petty-bourgeols
moralizing, but to revolutionary
proletarian politiecs and action.

and 1ts struggles. In this way,
and only in this way, can one hope
to win the advanced layers of the

working class to the cause of pro- !
i the model of the Bolshevik party.

letarian revolution, to build a
vanguard working class party that

will be able to take full advantage g

of every capltalist crisis. The

under any cir-:

support one bureaucrat | petty-bourgeoisie, Later,they say,

against another, etc.--all have the
distinctive odor of petty-bourgeols | they will have a different approach,
We say that in bullding !
i portunist approach,we feel reveals
. the most essential difference be-

é tween the SL and ourselves,

SL envisions bullding the partywith
the petty-bourgeoisie and therefore
adopts a program sultable for the

when they have truly built a party,

This mechanlcal and,in reality,op-

History has proven that the party

§ of Lenin and Trotsky can only be
! built by those workers and intel-

The job of the cadre of the future f lectuals who will be intransigent

party is not that of sideline com- |
mentators and kibbitzers, but rather !
that of revolutionaries who are an !
integral part of the working class | even slightly in order to make or-
i ganizational gains 1s the road to-
{ wards building a POUM or an SWP.

i We have chosen the road toward

in defending the party and program
of proletarian revolution. 7The
willingness to change a progranm

bullding a proletarian party on

Henry A. Platsky for

Fraterhally,
VANGUARD NEWSLETTER

FUNDAMENTALS OF CAPITALIST CRISES - Part Vv , ;

"Neo-Captalism" versus Lenlinlsm

It mightAhave'been expected that, having depicted a new post-imperialist
stage of oapltalism."neo-oapitaliomaﬂ Ernest Mandel would have conmrastai

this new stage to Lenin's "outmoded" conception.

Alas, the readers of Mandel's

pemphlet, An Introduction to Marx- | -
ist Economic lheory,written in 1964,:

will search in vain for any
reference whatsoever to Lenin's

writings on imperialism. An: intro- §

duction written by George Novak
in 1969, in which Lenin is also
entirely ignored, is, doubtlessly,
meant to reassure them,

Mandel,

from standard Marxist works" and
strove instead for a "fresh" and
readable approach". to avoid the

ndullness" of exposition,evidently :
of the kind to be found in the works
: the present segment of the histori-
i cal curve is viewed essentially in
isolation from the total develop-

of Lenin and Trotsky on economics,
His more pretentious and earlier

work,Marxist Economic Theory, writ-|
! ment,

ten In 1960,in which he had arrived

at the essence of his "neo-capital-|
: projected into the indefinite future,
' a theoretical perspective is devel-

i1st" theory without as yet colining
the term, also completely avoids

1t seems, did not wish to§
"rely on quotations or paraphrases §

. discussing Lenin on imperialism,

Mandel 1s,clearly, not concerned
to demonstrate the continulty of his
thought with thelrs. He 1s, on the
contrary, required to separate his
ncontribution" from theirs,and, at
the same time, to camouflage this
separatlion, because he has presented

i a wrevision" by the method, not of
i dlalectical materialism as he would

like us to belleve,but of empiri.
cism and eclecticism in continuation
and Jjustification of the entire
course of post-World War II Pabloist

? revisionisn,

To revisionists such as Mandel
impressed with the current "reality,"

. Upon this segment, assessed
as a8 more or less stralght line and
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oped¢ which, 1in 1ts essentlals,
breaks with the perspective and .
program of Marxlsm. :
- It was Lenin who observed in The :
State and Revolution: :

"In falsifying Marxism in opportun~

~1st fashion, the substitution of
eclectics for dialectlcs is the
easlest way of deceiving people.

It gives anillusory satisfactlon;:

1t seem to take into account all
sildes of the process, all trends
of development, all conflicting
influences and so forth, whereas
in reality it provides no integ- |
ral and revolutionary conception:
~ of the process of social develop-i
ment at all.” 5

What is missing in the Mandelian {
school of "Marxism" 1s preclisely an !
"integral and revolutlonary concept-:
ion." Nor are Mandel and fellow '
revisionists such as Sweezy and
Marcuse historical accidents. As
we have already pointed out, Lenin !
exposed the roots of opportunism :
in general and of Kautslklan centrism |
in particular in the crumbs of the |
super-profits of imperialist explol-
tatlon and oppression.The material :
- basis for the post-World War II re-:

visionist school was present in the :

seeminzly endless capltalist i
expansion, :

Initially, perhaps 1lnadvertantly :

but by no means simply as a verbal i ,
i periment," and the "foreshadow."

accident, Mandel, in his pamphlet,
borrows from Kautsky,who, it will
be recalled, defined the "earller®
imperialism as a policy

countries, Mandel also at first

presents "neo-capitalism" as policy
made possible by the expansive"long-:

term cycle" and the "close collab-
oration between the bourgeoisie and
"the conservative forces of the
labor movement,'" nurtured by "a
rising trend ln the standard of
.1iving of the workers."

Proceeding further,Mandel defines =M
: to insist, as 1n the "Transitional

""neo-caplitalism” as a capitallism
"whose predomlinant characteristie®,

beginning with the second world war:
- continuing decay threatened all hu-

: manity with a return to barbarism
- was simply "blind" to the "new"

"ls the growth of intervention by
. the state into economic life" for
"antl-eyclic or "antl-crisis®

of the rul-§
ing class of the advanced capitalist

. Program",

purposes in order to guarantee
caplitalist profit and the redistrib-
ution of "the national income in
favor of the leading monopolistic
groups.” '

Social lnsurance and soclial se-
curlty provide a fund of "deférredv
wages whlich are also used by the
"neo-capltallst” ssate as under the
"Nazl-regimen to "dampen" or
"amortize" recessions. As part of
1ts"drive toward a managed economy",
the state engages in "economic
programming;" acts to coordinate
the r"investment plans of private
firms" and also to integrate the
ntrade unions into the caplitalist
system," for trade unlons to become
the® rghiarantor of soclal peace" 1n
alding the bourgeolsie hold down
wages and 1n preventing strikes,

But, were not fascism, the Amer-
ican "New Deal" and, 1ln fact, the
growlng Bonapartist characterls-
tlcs of capltalist regimes whether
of the "left" or "right" varlety
which Trotsky had analyzed over
decades also forms of "interven-
tion by the state into economic
life?n The difference, according
to Mandel in 1964, was that fascism
was a product of "soclal, economic
and politicalm crlsis, whereas the
¥neo-capitalist” epoch, resting
upon a world-wide economic expan-
sion exhibits the same vldyllic
detente 1n social tenslions" of
which the "New Deal" was the "ex-

Although Mandel then concelived of
"neo-capltalism® as having-had its
beginnings wlith World War II, by
1968, he evidently found his new
stage inadequately grounded. In
his article, "Workers Under Neo-
Capitalism,” in the November-Decem-
ber 1968, "International Soclalist

. Review" Mandel found "neo-capital-

ism" to have arrived veilther with

. the great depression of 1929-32 or
" with the second World War."
. would therefore seemn,

It
according to
Mandel, that Trotsky,by continuing

that the nature of the
epoch 1s imperialist, and that its
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possibllltles then developing with-

in capitalism which Mandel!s "genlous":
had finally comprehended.

Mandel found in the same article,g
that the "main sources of monopoly

surplus profits" have been trans-
formed from the colonial "to the
imperialist countries" therefore
making "the glant corporations

both more independent and more vul-§
: The alternatives "soclallsm or bar-

. barism" which Trotsky posed in the

nerable" "in the third stage in
the development of monopoly capit-
altsm."

It 1s of course obvious that the
world has not stood still since
Lenin defined the imperialist stage

of capitalism and that its further

development would see a modification!
. matures,

of 1ts specific "structural" fea-
tures,

ture" of imperialism in hlis pamphlet
Imperiallism, the Highest Stage of

Capltalism, At that time and as we
have shown Lenin understood that not

only the super-profits of the colo-:

nies but also the "spheres of influ-:
{ trial and banking capital, finance

capltal.
: taking place within the earlier

. stage had produced a new quality
. monopoly capitalism, imperialism.

ence" of the developed countries

' were at stake in the first imperial-:

ist world war.
The possibility that "moribund"
‘capltalism In the epoch of imperial-

1sm could still expand was explicit-’ :
- 1st state through wars, fascism or

' the Bonapartism of capitalism in

ly acknowledged by Lenin, as we

pointed out in our June issue. In

October 1970, in Part V of the ser-:
: of capitallist economlic necessity.,

: In the epoch of imperialisn.

ies, "Inflatlon and the Economy:
The Nature of the Crisis," VANGUARD

NEWSLETTER also quoted from Trotsky's:
: state intervention in a period of

. expansion? -
| enougn to inform us as Mandel does
i at first that the bourgeoisie

: arrived at the "conviction®
. need for "the conscious and expand-
{ 1ng intervention" of the state as a
i result of its loss of "confidence"
: in the automatic mechanisms vwof

i capltalist economy."

world economic report to the Third
World Congress of the Communist
International in which he projected
the theoretical possibility of a
period of "capitalist upsurge" if
the working class failed to over-
throw capitalism, allowing the
bourgeoisie another "two or three
decades" of rule,

The conception of the "Russian

economist Kondratief", which Mandel '
i decislion of the "decisive layers of

i the bourgeoisle," Mandel's kinship
i to Kautsky would be unmistakable.
i Might not the bourgeoisie in fut-
! ure demonstrate its ability to use
: the state for "anti-crisis' purposes
! by achieving, not only Kautsky's
i "peaceful deomcracy," but perhaps
‘also his "ultra-imperialism" for

has embraced, of an endless series
of "long-term cycles of 25 to 30
years," of a "“high growth" cycle
followed by a "lower growth" cycle
was, however completely allien to
Lenin and Trotsky. Basing them-
selves on the theoretical founda-
tlons of Marxism, they had concluded
that capitalism had entered its.

But that is why Lenin as a

Marxist presented a "composite pic-:
; stage of free competitive capital-

i 1sm on the basis of the laws of
. capltalism uncovered by Marx when
i the concentrationand centralization

"moribund" imperialist stage with
the first World War,whatever part-
lal and even "long-term" stabiliza-
tlons and expansions were still
possible to 1t. Its re-stabiliza-
tlon and future expansion,as Trotsky

f polnted out in 1921 would only be

accomplished "after a new world div-
lsion of labor" had been "establish-
ed ln agony for 15,20 or 25 years,"

"Jransitional Program"--today,as a

f result of the continued growth of
i the productive forces since 1938,
: extermlnation also becomes possible

--1s agaln on the order of the day
as the crisis of world capitallism

Lenin had shown that the imperi-
alist stage had emerged from the

of capital had produced the gilant
monopolies and the merger of indus-

The gquantitative changes

The intervention of the capital-

declline were political expressions

But
what factors compel "neo-capltaliste

It is, obviously, not

of the

On thils
subjective basis,merelyas a bollcy
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nyorld peace'" as well?

Mandel produces hls objlective
nsecond factor", the t"cold war"
and the "permanence of the
armaments race", It 1s a "new
factor....a so-to-spealt extra-
economic Source" whose expansive
effect is a shortening of the
rrenewal period of fixed capital...”

A third objectlve factor which
- Mandel also finds is the capltallst

industrialization of under-developed é

countries, To the extent that the
ngcolonial revolution" thereby

stimulates production in the 1mper-§

ialist countries, it provides addit-: developing crisis of world capltal-

lonal support for the "neo-capltal-:
{ even vulgar bourgeois political

: economists.

1st" long-term expansive fcycle."
The adulteration of Marxism is
first expressed in the dellberate

erosion of 1ts scilentific terminol-?
¢ of theover-valued dollar asa world

ozy. The phrase "colonlal revol-

ution" is not only eminently accept-:
able to the petty-bourgeols natlon-!
. American capitallsm by Japanese and

. German capitalism for the world
; market as a result of the uneven
: development of the productlive forces,

allsts and Bonapartlists of the so-
called "third worldnr, because itis
. designed to conceal class content,
1t is a bridge by which the revi-

sionlsts can cross over to the per-:

spective and politics of the petty-:
. lished the shaky Smithsonian agree-

i ment have clearly established that
i not Mandel's "glant corporatlions"

: but international finance capital

i dominates domestic and international

: commerce and industry.

bourgeolsie.

In the "new" reality, according
to Mandel, the deep and prolonged
cyclical crises of the past can no
longer be expected to occur, but
only the more mild and brief *"rec-

essions" in a "far more rapid serles:
: were supposed to act as a stimulus

Thoroughly impressed with the ev~: to the economy in assuring a "neo-
! capitalist" expansion of the "nat-
i lonal income" became instead an

i intolerable burden on the American
: economy in the "recession" of

i 1969-71, resulting in cuts in the
. ndefenser appropriations,
{ ernmental expenditures, particu-
‘larly in soclal services and in a
. division in the ruling class on the

of cycles."

1dent world capitalist economlc
growth, Mandel was convinced that
a "long term period of accelerated
growth" also accompanied by a
"permanent inflatlion" caused by the
deficit financing of the military
sector of the economy was in the

offing,
It is because Mandel 1s unable

to demonstrate that the"structural"§
changes of which he bases his '"neo-.

capitalist" third stage of capital-:
: which the Soviet, Chinese and Viet-

3namese Stalinists have offered to

1sm are a leap from quantity to a
new quality that he is requlred to
move 1ts beginnings bacl to 1929-32.
But why 1929-32? Increasing state
intervention into economic life to
guarantee profit hasbeen a fact of
life since the first world war.

Lenin notes this manifestatlion in

his pamphlet on imperialism in the
maneuvers of the giant oil monopol-
les before that war. With as much
Justification, Mandel could extend

% his "neo-capltalist" epoch back in

time to entirely colncide with what
the Marxlsts understand as an entire
imperialist epoch. It should be
clear then that he has presented a
revisionist conception which rather
than extending Marxlst theory lsin
irreconcilable opposition to it.
The theory of "neo-capltalism"
began to flounder not too long after
its enunciation on the shoals of a

1sm whose signs are now visible to
Successive international monetary
crisis demonstrate the bankruptcy

currency. The crises reflect,more
fundamentally, the challenge to

The international monetary crises
and the negotlations which estab-

The military expenditures which

in gov-

Indochinese war. The "soft" wing
clamors for immediate acceptance of
the "peaceful coexistence" deal

: preserve capltallst relations in

gSouth Vietnam and elsewhere, while
. the "hard" wing seeks a similar deal
but with a regime firmly under its
i imperiallst control.

The exacerbatlon of intra-imperi-




alist rivalry was clearly visible
in the gauntlet thrown down to the
imperiallst rivals of the US by :
Nixon on Auzust 15,1971 in severing :
- the dollar's links to gold, in im- :
posing a protective tariff on im-
ports pending the revaluation of ;
forelgn currenclies and in the "buy
American" tax credit on capltal i
goods.

Attempts since to "dampen" this
struggle by diplomacy and through
the Smithsonian accord have demon-
strably falled and could not but .
fall given the increasing acuteness:
of the fundamental capitalist con- |
tradiction between the still expand-!:
ing productive forces and the limits:
of the world market. 5

On August 15th, Nixon announced
the ruling class onslaught on the
standards and organizations of the
American working class. ‘1he bour-
geolisle 1s required to place the
burden of developing crisis on the
working class at home and abroad :
in order to preserve its world mar-:
ket and to Improve its mass and rate .
~ of profit--just as in the moldw
imperialist epoch.

. It would seem that the long con-
tinuation of the "loung-term expan- :
sion which Mandel still saw in 1968

has proven somewhat short. The ’
"neo-capltalist" epoch is coming

to a rapld close. ' ;

His mnescape clause" to satisfy the:
"orthodox"--his protestation that |
he did not bellieve that the expan-
sion would "last foreverv--will,no |
doubt,prove increasingly useful in -

covering his revisionist tracks as
the fundamental nature of the entire

5 epoch since World War Ias imperial-

1st and,in Lenin's phrase, the "eve
of the soclallst revolution," reas-
serts ltself after a somewhat pro-
longed hiatus.

" Mandel's theoretical construct,
tneo-capitalism" has its political
expression--"short-term structural
reforms" to create a "powerful pub-
lic sector" also in "credit" and
ntransportation.” The "levers of
command" 1in the economy are to be
taken from the financiers and the
monopolists and placed in the hands
of the "nation" under "workers'con-
trol." FEconomic *dual power" thus
achieved would "rapidly culminate
in a duzlity of political power,n
"In turn," this "stage" could "usher
in the conquest of power by the
workers...."

As used by Mandel, the transition-
al demand,workers control of indus-
try,turns into its opposlte,loses
every spark of revolutionary vitall-
ty and becomes reformist enough to
satisfy even the academic bourgeols
philistines whom he avidly courts,

.From Mandel's "neo-capitallst®
theory flows not only his progran
of nstructural reforms,” but also
his conception of the '"new working
class," hls advocacy of guerillsas
warfare, his role in 1961 in the
Belglan general strike and also in
the 1968 betrayal by the Lanka Sama

. -Samaja Party of Ceylon affiliated

to the United Secretariat.
(to be coniinued)

HISTORICAL ROOTS OF THE DEGENERATION OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL AND OF THE

CENTHISH GF THE SWP - For a return to the Proletar-an Koad of 1lrotskylsm

Introduction by David Fender

- [The following 1s the first part .
of the historical section of the i
Communist Tendency's (CT) counter- :
resolution,"Historical Roots of the :
Degeneration of the Fourth Interna-:
tional and the Centrism of the SWP--:
For a Return to the Proletarian Road :
of Trotskyism.," (The complete docu-:
ments of the CT are available from :
VANGUARD NEWSLETTER for $1.50.) :
This first section of the resolu-
tion sketches the history of the

Fourth International to 1953 with
particular regard to the role of
the Socialist Workers Party (SWP).
The history goes only to 1953 not
by design, but because time did mot

"permit us to finish it--hence the

short document "The International
Situation--An Initial Assessment"
published in a prevlous issue.
Nevertheless, the period to 1953
was sufficlent for our purposes dur-
ing the strugsle inslde the SWP,
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since 1t adequately explalned the
roots of the SWP's degeneration and

/Today, however, a more complete
historical sketch 1s necessary,es-
pecially in light of those groups
like the Workers League which dis-
sect history to fit the needs of

has outdone itself in apologizing
for those very things with which

they rationalize thelr ownexlstence., !
: penetrable shileld of hostility to
i safeguard his "floeck"--attacks them
i as a'"viclous anti-Marxlst tendency
: hostlle to- the workers movement."
; Using a similar phraseology, the’
and these were addressed i Stalinists of the 1930's prepared
¢ the physical attacts on and the

‘ murders of the "Trotskyltes."

Suddenly the long overdue project
of writing the "history" of the
Fourth International before 1953
was taken up. Schools were held
across the country to deal with
this tople,
by no less than Lucy St. John and
Tim Wohlforth, whose speeches were

subsequently printed in the "Bulle- = [/
: series and in the series on the his-

‘ tory after 1953 which will follow,
. we will show concretely that it is
: comrade Wohlforth who has done the
. vilifying, the distorting and, worst
! of all, made a moeckery of dlalectics,
! We will do thls because we believe
i mywith the help of pitiless criticisnm,
i of constant propaganda, and bold

. aglitation" that we "will destroy

i the old organizations, internally

i rotten, which have become the prin-
- ciple obstacles on the road of the

tin." And now the readers of the
"Bulletln" are treated to a new ser-
les of four-page center-spreads
agalnst those who would "vilifyn
Wohlforth's (and Healy's) history.
Belng one of the principle tarsets
of these excursions into fantasy by
Wohlforth and his camarilla, I
clain no intention to or plaudit
for "vilifying" anyone. If Healy
or Wohlforth feel viliflied then
they must take all the credit.
/Why all the commotion by Wohl-

forth and Co.? The answer is clear.':

. They are feeling the heat of the

i revolutionary "idea," which Trotsky
of 1ts present day centrist politlics.: discussed in his letter to the
. Prench youth in 1937.
i sald he, which "corresponds to the
i exipencles of hilstorical develop-
: ment,
i most powerful organization.®

their own Procrustean organizations.: to face with the revolutionary idesa,

/Ever since the appearance of the !

CT's document, the "Wohlforth" League
i 1ts proponents of idealism,

i cation and distortion and--with the

The 1dea,

is more powerful than the
Pace

Wohlforth takes refuge in a pseudc-
methodologlcal argument, accusing
vilifi-

clear intention of erecting an im-

/In future introductions to this

revolutionary movement."7

The major contradiction expressing iteelf inside the party today is the
discrepancy between the party's claim to represent the heritage of Lenin
and Trotsky, l.e., Marxism on the one hand, and the crass opportunism
represented in its day to day political program on the other,

While the party still dresses 1t-

self in orthodoxy on some questions,
1t hasopenly discarded--especlally
in those areas in which the party

has been most active-whole portions
of the transitional program. Gar-

ments have been hastily torn off at
the seams, laylng bare the party's
revisionism, justified by simplistic

observations-~-in lieu of analysisa-;

such as "times have changed." In
thelr stead the party has substi-
tuted a reformist and pacifist garb
decorated with radical sounding
phrases and trimmed in a call to
action for action's sake.

The ever increasing rapidity with
which the party impatliently tears
itself away from even any formal
adherence to 1ts traditional pro-
letarian program 1s an admission
of the party's writing off of the
American proletarliat as the funda-
mental force for a socialist chansge,
and is an attempt by those thorouzh-
ly imbued with such skepticlism to-
ward the proletariat to completely
immerse the party in the petty-
bourzeols mllieu. The fundamental
task of assuring the proletarian
character of the party has long ago
been discarded for the task of
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,;"building" the party of poly¥-van-
guardism. Politics and bullding

the party today are judged in terms;

of numbers devoid of any class anal-:
i Torced to work owing to unfavorable

§~c1rcumstances beyond our control.
i There can be no doubt as to the
i great amount of truth contained in

ysis,class basls,or class perspec-
tive., Every political activity the
party enters into 1s done on a

multi-class basls,be 1t the women's

liberation movement undér the gulse
i the best organization can not keep

* from becoming isolated to one degree
i or another during periods of reac-
i tion. But to contlnually blame the
: unfavorable external conditions

{ without any critical evaluation of
i our own consclous interventlon is

of "sisterhood," the Black libera-
tlon movement under the guise of
'nationalism,"the antiwar movement
under the guise of '"non-exclusion,"
the struggle of the Chicanos and
other minorities under the gul e
of "third-worldism," etc. Thb
non-class categories have nothlng
in common with Marxism. When the
party does turn to the proletariat
--and 1t eventually will to round
out its poly-vanguard perspective-
the multl-class approach will be .
no different, as has so clearly
been indicated from our past acti-
vity end from:what is outlined in
the present NC political resolu-
tion. We will be blocing from the
inside or from the outside with
capitalts lieutenants in the labor
movement under the gulse of fight-
“Ing the bosses "first" in the vob-

jective" struggle agalnst caplitallsm.:
: that we have had to continually

SWP have nothing in common with the | operate under unfavorable circum-

i stances. Durling and after World

: War II there was a revolutlionary

{ upsurge of the working class, pea-

; sants and oppressed nationalities

i on a world scale. How is it that

. the world Trotskyist movement wasn't
- able to take advantage of such

{ favorable circumstances? It was

{ during this very same perlod that

The present day politics of the

revolutionary heritage of Marx,
Engels, Lenin and Trotsky. The
heritage of the party's theoretical
analysis and political activity 1is
Soclal Democracy, Stalinism and
Centrism of all varieties, and the
party can only be characterized as
being right-centrist quickly onits
way to outright reformism. The

burden cf preventing this eventual-:
ity rests onthe cadres of the party.: parties became masspartles leading
i behind them not only the mass of

! working class, but also some of

i its most consclous layers. But

a mushroom after a warm spring raln, : even more revealing are those in-

i stances where the Trotskyist move-
i ment has verged on becoming the

i mass party of the proletariat,

i specifically in Bolivia where the

i question of power wasactually posed.
i In Vietnam the Trotskyist movement
i had gained a certain hegemony in

i the Salgon proletariat before and
iafter World War II, only to be

‘wiped out almost overnight by the

The present party crisis 1s not
the result of an overnight occur-
rence which has just popped uwp like

nor can 1t be resolved by merely
doing work among the proletarAat
The party crisis, on the contirary,
1s a result of a combinatlon of
factors: The party's historical
weaknesses,the historical wealkness
of the Left Opposition and the
Fourth International and external

circumstances.
Up to the present the generally

. accepted reason for the weakness
: and 1solatlon of the Trotskyist

movement has been theexceptionally
hard conditions under which we were

the above reasoning, and that even

to only beg the question and adopt

. a fatalistic attitude.

In.the first place we cannot ex-

! pect that some day the turbulent

i waters will separate, and we will

! be able towalk freely and unmolest-
{ ed- into the promised land of social-
| i1sm--neither the bourgeoisie nor

i the Stalinist bureaucracles are

i going to roll over and play dead.

i In one very important sense, it

i 1s the revolutionary party itself

i which creates its own favorable cir-
i cumstances as well as unfavorable

{ ones,

Futhermore,it is Just not true

the French and Italian Communist
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Stalinist henchmen of Ho Chl Minh,
In Ceylon the Lanka Sama Samaja
Party emerged as the leadership in
cruclal areas of the proletariat
with as many as 14 MPs in 1956,
only to be bloc-ed today with the
bourzeois Srl Lanka Freedom Party
in a coalition government which is
now slauchtering the revolutlionary
youth 1n the country. In Bolivia
the Partido Obrero Revolutlonario
was founded long before the Commun-:
ist Party and firmly established
its leadership position among the
Important sections of the Bolivian
proletariat with as many as 8 MPs
in 1949, only in the 1952 revolu- °
tion--under conditions. almost ident-;
ical to those in Russia in 1917--"
to end up supporting the Bolivian
Kerensky, Pas Estenssoro. This,
plus many other opportunities, such
as in France and Algeria during the
struggle in Algeria, the Belglan
general strike,etc., have given
the Fourth International numerous
opportunities.

No, the opportunities for the
Trotskylists have not been lacking.
The PFourth International must now
take full responsibility for its
own failures to provide a valid
alternative to the crisis in leader-:
shlp which was the basis for the
founding of the organization. The
crisls in leadership of the prole-
tariat durlng the last 30 years
since the founding of the Fourth
International has ultimately been
the crisis of the leadership of the

Fourth International itgelfi- s |
i those countries where you find only

i one,
i Trotskylst movement has been crushed
i or there is just no history of Trot-
: skylsnm.
- development of Marxism and provid-

i 1ng a competent, rellable and rep-

i resentative leadership for the dif-.-
. ferent sectlons of the Internationsl.

: the International leadership, has
:on the contrary,
:klss of death for almost every sec-
“tlon.
:brilef sketch, this legacy still
‘lives 1n the United Secretariat of
-the Fourth International.

The crlsis in leadership has
resulted in the complete frazmenta-
tion of the world Trotskylst move-
ment. After the death of Trotsky
the international Trotskylst move-
ment falled to develop a competent
leadership which could command the
confidence and respect of the inter-
national cadres. The inability of
the different Trotskylst leader-
ships,especially the International
leadership, to provide a consistent
Trotskyist analysis and program
resulted in a good many zigs and
2azs as events toolk them by sur-
prise., In certain countries where
the Trotskyist parties d41d manage
to accumulate a certain number of

i and galloping runaways.
. rades identifled the disastrous
 politics wilth that of Trotskylsm
; and began to question the whole
“ valldity of Marxism itself.

- grouplnes claiming to be,
. represent,the true hexlitage of the
: Fourth International.
: countries there are as many as ten
- or more groups which claim some

. cadres, in splite of thelr program--
i a natural occurrence under favor-

. able objective conditions--these

. parties were ruilned beyond recog-

i nltion or washed -away completely

© 1like sandcastles after the first
 {adverse) wave. Such circumstances
¢ could not help but disorient even

. the best of comrades and raise

: protests from others.,
: pressures ran rampant and each

Allen class

sharp turn produced both reaction
Some com-

While
other comrades were able to nmalke

! felling criticisms of their politi-
i cal opponents, most of the time

. they too proved incapable of pro-

! viding a Trotskyist analysls and

. progranm.
" hatter politics,cliques and counter-
 cliques were common,and the heated
i internal debates ended almost invari-
: ably with organlizational means

i being resorted to by one side or-

i another.
i and Simon-pure splits became the
norm; until today the world "Trot-
i skyist™ movement looks like an

In thlis whirlwind of mad-

Bureaucratic expulslons

American Junkyard contalninz every

: nake and model of the last 30 years,

Today there are four international
or to

In some

alleglance or other to Trotsky. In

the reascn 1is simple: the

Instead of embodying the

proved to be the

As we shall try to show in

(to be continued)



