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Fascism or Socialism in
-~ Post-war Britain

By ANDREW SCOTT

We make no apology for returning te the question  ship capable of rising to the heights demanded by the
of the revolutionary change that is taking place during  struggle. But it is from that very angle—the angle of
.the war in Britain's world position. TFor this change  building such a leadership—that we approach the ques-
is so’ charged with portent for.not only the British but  tion of Britain’s changing position. Hence the vital
also for the world workers, that its importance cannot importance of getting a clear understanding of the
be overestimated. Apart from anvthing else, it is riot  direction of events. .
every day that a world-wide empire crumbles about the In the first article the growing domination of the
ears of its builders. But when to this is added the United States was dealt with, together  with the
fact that the very collapse of the empire opens the way  catastrophic change in Britain's trading, financial and
to, and the necessity for, a direct struggle for power production position. It is proposed here to deal mainly
on the part of a working class whose specific weight * with the plans of the capitalists to try to overcome their
in the country is the highest on earth, then the out- = difficulties, and the directions: in which they will be
standing importance of the quesion cannot be dgubted. pushed by the irresistible pressure of world econgmic and
 And this is without adding the further vital faet that  social forces. -
this working class is still organised in unions and parties, And it can be spid immediately that even within the
has sustained no ‘major; defeat -such as- those of the course of a month they have’ taken not a few steps
German workers in 1933 or the Italian workers in. 1922, forward in revealing how different their real perspectives
and - is ‘growing in -conscjousness as to .its position in  are froim those that were held out while the war was
relation. to the capitalist: class, In other words, the going against them. Now that Russian resistance has
. British workers stand in_a highly favourable position ‘altered the whole balance of the war and brought its :
for .the coming clash with the, forces of capitalism. .end within measurable distance the British capitalists
mgx’rgb;e except: ingofar as they are without:g. leader- .are becoming move- outspoken about the future, Even .
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a month ago we could say that their realistic diseussions’
about the future were being conducted in private. But
already they are venturing more holdly into the open.
Their promises arg becoming less rosy.

-more solemn. The special two day Debate in Parliament

on “‘FKconomic. Policy’’ was notable for the sombre tone -

of most of the speakers. - And the Chancellor of ‘the

- Exchequer himself, speaking for the Government uttered
the following “warning! i .

““ The economic posittion of this country will indeed

be far from easy; and it could become dangerous.

No new economic theéry or financial manipulations,

however ingenious, can displace or alter this hard
but ‘inescapahble fact. We should be living in a fool's
paradise if wishful thinking led us to believe that a
great and cruel war brings m itself better and happier
days . . . Tn many respects these days after the war
will be very much like those of the war itself, and
‘in some cases even more difficult.”’ .
The other Conservative speakers advanced the same
sort of idea. Sir Granville Gibson said that the ‘“post-
war world will be a very hard world.” C .
- In the course of the Debate one example after another
was given of the swift change that is taking place in
Britain’s economic position. At the risk  of répetition
we quote some of these, for the deep-going and cata-
strophic nature of that change ecannot be over-
emphasised. ' ! A -

COMMONS DEBATE REVEALS IMPASSE

Earl Winterton pointed out right at the beginning
that ‘‘as a result of events in China long before this
war, the British investor lost something like £400,000,000
of investments in that country.’’ i

- Mr. Lewis Jenes with sthe. statement that ¢ Canada,
- which in the .early days of the war produced about
3,500,000 tons of steel” per anfum, is now producing
6,000,000 tons.” Mr. Jones added that ‘“‘the Lend-
Lease measures have practically driven us from certain
export markets.”* For instance, the American Govern-
ment tforbade - British manufacturers to use lend-lease
steel for the making of tinplate for export. ‘“The result
was,”’ said Mr. Jones, ‘‘that the whole of the export
industry of the tinplate trade dried up, and the Amer-
ieans. said, ‘We will look after your export trade’.”
According to the same speaker, the American Govern-.
ment “are encouraging their traders, even during the
period of the war, to expand their trade interests in
South America, and they are encouraged to prepare for
the post-war period.”’ LT -

Sir Granville Gibson revealed that he had ‘“heard it
said by a civil servant who is secretary of the Post-War
Trade Bxport Commiitee that after the war it will be
necessary for us to increase our exports by £150,000,000
ta £200,000,000 a -year above the 1938 figure to meet
the loss of dividends on investments abroad.
be a very difficult task, for at the end of this war the
financial position of this country will not be by an
means as sound as it was before the war. T think that

o we ean say: without hesitation  that we shall become
a debtor instead of a creditor country, and if we fail
to mercase our exports our standard of living and the
fevel of wages will be adversely affected.’”’ Later, Sir
Granville Gibson indicated the dangers of the industrial-
isation of the colonies. The Minister of Industry in
South Africa had told him that “during this war they

- had-in South Africa set up certain factories mainly for

" the production of manufacturing chemieals, and he said
that it was only reasonable that after the war they
wottld desire to centinue to manufacture those goods.’’
And of India the same speaker said: “Again, from India,

- the 13d. and 2d. an hour country for skilled workers,
they ‘are exporting to this country goods of the industry
with, which .1 am connected (leather). I am not com-

Their warnings .

Following him came -

andustrialised.

It will | »
. section of British capitalism.
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plaining that during the war they are increasing their .
exports, hecause we want these goods at this time. I
can, however, foresee by the way in which their exports
are going up by leaps and bounds to the extent of
millions of pounds that there will be a terrible amount
of competition with. India after the war, particularly as
their goods come in free and our goods going into India
have to bear a 25 per cent duty.” L
And, tc give a last example, here is-what Sir - -George

7 Schuster said a prophet inh 1913 would have had to foresee

to indicate thé state of Britain twenty years later:—-
“he National Debt rising from £700,000,000 to. £8,0600,

- 000,000, and the service on that debt, increasing from

£24 500,000 to a peak of £378,00Q0,000; our expenditure
on social - services going up from. about £62,000,000 to
something like £500,000,000; our export trade heing re-
duced in total from about one-third of the net industrial

-output to something not much more than one-seventh;

our cotton piece-goods exports reduced from over 7,000,
000,000 yards to 3,000,000,000 vards; our coal exports

from- 73,000,000 tons to 39,000,000 tons, and so on.”

- Both ‘the facts and figures given in this Debate as

~well as. the sombre tone in which it was carried on gave

an indication of the decline in Britain’s world position.
which will bé made manifest after the war. But the
bankruptcy of the Government, of the Labour Party and
of imperialism itself’ was made particularly clear in th
attempts at finding a solution of the problem. S
. Some speakers tentatively suggested emigration to the

. Dominions- and Cglonies as a solution. = Dr. Russell
- Thomas, for ingtance, said that ‘“‘another thing we must- -
- think. of in.order to meet our difficulties is a. poligy of
- emigration. -Our people probably will:not want to emi-

grate, but we shall have to encourage.them .by co-

operative .schemes with. our Dominieons, in:order to.fill

the wide open spaces.’”” Sir: Granville Gibson abreed

* with the need for emigration but pointed out that ‘“when

I have been 'in New  Zealand, Australia or Canada I

- have noticed a definite disinclination to take immrigrants
“from this country, except those possessed of reasonably

stiibstantial means.” And truly the hon. Members were
wise to skip lightly over this solution, for they. know
that the Dominions are faced with trade struggles and
unemployment no lesg than is Britain. The frontiers of
capitalism have ceased to expand. ) -

IMPERIALISM HINDERS
INDUSTRIALISATION OF - COLONIES.

- Another proposal was that Britain shonld use its
miluence to Teverse or prevent the process whereby the
agricultural and raw material countries are becoming
This thoroughly reactionary suggestion
was not pressed strongly, for the chaining of the major
part of humanity to a sub-human standard of lLiving
18 not the sort of thing that is freely discussed in
Parliament. But it is clearly taken sericusly by. a-
Dr. Russell Thomas intro-
duced the matter by indicating its difficulties: “If yow
are to dictate to a country how much primary production
it should go in for, you are seriously interfering with
national sovereignty, and- that is not an easy matter
to get over. But, nevertheless, now is the time to
consider scheines in that regard.’”” And in the matter of
exactly how pressure should be used, he pointed out -
that: ‘‘primary producing countries will -be compelled
to sell their primary products and therefore this fact.
should ‘be used to our advantage- as it might well
control the degree of industrialisation they indulge in.

. That is where we should always be ready to get in and

we must prepare the ground now.” 1In other words,
the doctor has the fantastic idea of perpetuating far
all ‘time a position that existed last century, but has
now gone—the position of Britain being the workshop -

“of the world. It was Britain’s very position as the:



- suggestion to use
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- workshop of the world that played a major role in start-
' Ing the rest of the world on the road of 1ndustrialisation.
“'The doctor will find in the coming period that the dia-
lectics of Britain’s position are by.no means simple.
Shinwell, supposedly a left Labourite bub in reality
a staunch supporter of imperialism, chipped in with a
strong-arm methods to prevent
Canada getting too powerfully industrialised. .
true that in Canada . they are developing secondary in-
_dustries. The question they have to consider is whether
they can afford to develop secondary industries, which
means not taking manufactured goods from us, if we
- say, ‘We are sorry, but ave cannot take your butter and
ybur cheese.” They have to make up their minds
- equally with us.” : - ’
It is clear that one of the outstanding features of a
capitalist . post-war. world would be the attempt to halt
the process of industrialisa.t»ion._And when the old meth-
ods of currency manipulation, tariffs, etc. proved un-
avaling, then recourse would have to be made to moth-
ods not dissimilar from those which . were planned by
Hitler and Co. for operation in. the New Order. At-
tempts would he made not only to prevent industrialis-
* abion but also to thrust already advanced countries back
into the position of suppliers of agricultural produce.
For the moment we merely note this ‘““solution’’ as one
factor of the world peace and pass on. '

“ CLUTCHING AT STRAWS”

Perhaps the dizziest heights to which this Parliament-
~-ary. Debate aspired were in the -suggestions that sal-
vation lay in developing ‘as exports those specialised
products which they could make better than any other
country. (lutlery and Pottery were mentjpned as ex-
amiples.~ But-for ‘how long will other “countries lag
behind Britain in the production of these things? There
is a ‘clagsic story of how the J apanese succeeded in copy-
mng the highly “individual’’ Harris tweed. The Scottish
manufacturers fell back on their last defence—that you
could tell the original article by its distinctive smell,
But Japanese chemistry came ‘uUp to scratch. - Within a
few months they had also manufactured the smell. Even
if Britain ultimately fell- back on exporting astronomical
“quantities of its most distinctive and . individualistic pro-
dyction—Scotch whisky—where is the guarantee that the
task of manufacturing-an exact copy of ‘the water of
Highland mountain .streams that .gives ‘the whisky its
flavour will remain for long beyond the reach of Amer-
ican chemists? .
The bankruptcy of these proposals is clear.
the merest clutching at straws.
" to_the solution of purely
tain’s problems will by

- They are
- And they are confined
economic problems. But Brit-
; nd means be only economic.
Political problems of the most grandoise. sort will arise
at the end of the war, and perbaps before it. And
the economic problems themselves will raise great politi-
cal issues, The approach of Parliament to these ques-
tions is the approach of last century. Tt is the sort
of approach that might have got by when British im-
perialism was expanding. But the outstanding feature
of the present peripd .is that expansion has ended, and
‘contraction has set in. Fubure actions, future politics,
future standards of living, future participation in-world
affairs will be based uob .on = growing empire and
‘ihcreasing power but on a shrivelling empire and declin-
ig power. The empire that expanded from 2,500,000

square miles in 1860 to 13,270,793 square miles in 1936

has reached a standstill, and is even shrinking.
the economic might of that empire is shrinking a hun-
dred times faster than its physical boundaries. Fconomic
and political contraction became c
-war, America which in 15 years had admitted thirteen

and a half million immigrants closed its gates in 1923,

“Tt is | § xe
ries.

. meaningless.

" cracy.

- backward countries with a large
) ac}geve a modsrn

aniversal after the lagt
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The clanging of those gates marked the end of an entire
historical epoch. Expansion had ended; contraction had
begun. And with expansion there ended at the same
timo the politics of expansion, Italy and Germany, were
unable to find a place in world economy which could
permit the full Howering of capitalist democracy. Spain

found itself in the same position” With the lack of -

a real workers’ leadership FFascism came in these coun-
The period of the contraction of world economy
expressed itself in Fascism. Only able to offer low
standards, low wages, little work, capitalism' in_these
countries could not achieve the sort of stability achieved
by Britain in the period of expansion; that is, the
stability of bourgeois democracy.’ ) R
safeguard its posjtion it had to achieve stability another

way—by smashing the werkers’ organisations—and then’

breparing in its. own way to get a position in world
economy. That way could only be by war. Internally,
the period of contraction meant a retreat from -the

* vapitalist democracy that had flourished during expan-

sion. “Internationally it mcant a rétreat from the ‘‘self-
determination of nations’” and an advance toward the

the less powerful.

SOCIALISM OR FASCISM

Unless Britain’s position is studied within the frame-
work of world economic (and political). contraction it is
And unless the coming political perspective
is related to the coming economic retrogression it has
no reality. During last century world economic expan-

Instead, in order to -

- open exercise of force by the most powerful nations over

sion permitted Britain the luxury of laissez faire in. -

bustness and Parliamentary The
possibilities of great internal
ica also to achieve a great measure of bourgeois demao-
What, then, ] i
period of shrinking world trade, ever-falling financial
power and declining imperialist domination hoever
thinks that they will be the politics of democracy and
of Parliamentary oppositions is Jiving in another world.
The choice: will be squarely placed before the masses of
Britain—either Socialism or Fascism. .
As yet the leading section of the capitalists has not
accepted the nccessity of Fascism. They are unwilling
to face up to that while any other possibility remains;
for it is ‘a high .overhead expense. But at the same
time. they are under no illusions that a return to the
old system as it existed before the war
Desperately they are seeking around for a middle road.

démocracy in polities.

. They discuss the ‘need to.continue with controls sfter

the war’; the advisability of a. “Third Party’ which will
rise above the ‘vested interests’ of both the Tory and
Labour Parties; the continuation of. ‘national unity’ in
beace as well as in war. ;
of British capitalism puts it that ‘““the mnew faith .

will proclaim its independence of these organisations—
of big business, of trage unions and of the great political
patrties—and aim at the emancipatien of society from

the vested interests which they have come to represent.”’

But not for long will matiers he left in balance and
allow the capitalists the lnxury of Sindecisiveness. For so
many: forces, and such powerful forces, are working to
transform’ the
upon crisis like great waves beating on the shore. With
even more speed and intonsity than in Ttaly, Germany
or Spain will all the inessential be ‘swept away and the
direct choice be- posed-—capitalists or workers, Fascism
or- Socialism. Tn the case of Ttaly and Spain these were

! economy and a civilised standard of
living. - In Germany’s case g modern economy and in-
dustry had been achieved but it could not find a place
on the contracting world market, In all three cases a

will ‘he Britain’s politics in the.

peasantry, striving to.

expansion permitted Amer- -

will be possible.

Professor Carr, leading theorist

sibuation in Britain that crisis will come

!

slow. process forward from dull, grinding poverty was -



halted. But in Britain’s case it will be a matter of »
sudden and catastrophic descent from comparative afflu-
ence to Gne:of penury, starvation, and mass unemploy-
ment. The political consciousness and the political needs
of both workers and capitalists will. accordingly .express
themselves- more sharply, more powerfully and more

-~ rapidly.

For what will Britain’s position be after the war?

- A tiny island off the west coast of Europe. A population -

which. expanded almost magically from 9 million in 1800
to’ 47,000,000 today. This population could only find

jobs and -4 reasonable standard of living, on the basis -

of Britain being the leading World Power.. But with
the reduction to a third rate power under the domination
of Ainerica this country will be grossly over-populated.
Tt has only four raw materials in any quantity--coal,
salt, fish and the sca. And the most abundant of these,
the sea, it does not cven attemapt -to use.  While America
has already. built a < sea-factory’’ which in 1942 extracted
72 million pounds of mugnesium from the Atlantic, Brit-

‘ain has not oven conducted a measurable amount of

Tesearch into the question. With the loss of the greater
part of her markets ecomplete sections of British industry
will be redundant. -After the last war there were coal
and textile areas where unemployment assumed the pro-
- portions of 'a terrible, wasting ‘disease, where over w

- quarter of the working population was out of work,

After the present war it is not a quarter but half or
three-quarters of the workers:in these and other indus-
“tries that will find themselves unemployed. For instance,
in. regard to. shipping, - Maxton has pointed

fteet of the world.
reasonably be given a 25 vears’ life . . . what are the
shipyard workers on the Clyde and the steel men who
stand behind them going to do for the other 24 years?"

- Laneashire’s textile industry will be in.a similar plight.

All the world now makes textiles. With engineering,
the same. FEven backward India is building up an
engincering industry during the wan.
what will not be lost through the industrialisation.of the

- backward countries will be lost to American competition.

Parallel with nnemployment will go drastic decreases in
‘imports, and particularly of the foodstuffs on which this
agreat population depends. Of Britain’s total import in
1938, :ialued £850,000,000, ahout £418,000,000 consisted
of food. - : -

THE FUTURE LIES WITH THE WORKERS
" And let it never be forgotten that the very features

. that made the phenotmenal growth in Britdin’s population

possible  also conditioned the “social make-up .of that
population. Whereas Spain’s working 'class. never rose
abave 10 per cent of the popiilation, 1taly’s 30 per cent,
and even Germany’s 50 per cent, Britain’s, on the other
hand constituted 65 per cent of the population before
the war ard has increased during the course of it to
about 80 per cent, with only 7 per cent gaining their
livelihood from the soil. ' .

This .does not mean that the smaller proportion of

. workers ijn the less advanced countries makes the task

of the revolution more difficuit. On the contrary, the
opportunity presented to the workers of ‘providing a lead
to the peasants assures them (provided they have a
correct policy) of the support of overwhelming millions.

The success of the Russian Revolution with a working ° '
class amonwnting to only -about 15 per cent of the popu-

latioh indicates this clearly erough. But it does mean

 that thers is only the tiniest petty bounrgeoisie in Britain,

completely inadequate to provide any sort of stable social
-basis for a British Fascism. T

On the other hand the workers, that is the vast and
_overwhelming majotity of the people, will he revolution-

\

out in -
Parliament that ‘‘one years’ labour and material on the .
- -present scale can reproduce.the. whole of the merchant
A ship once in the water can

And, in general,’

4 : WL N
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ised at. an unprecedented rate bjr the sudden changes i
their position. And the war itself is emphasising whab’
will occur -when it is ended. For, in spite of everything;

- there has been the certainty of work during the war

for millions who never expertenced that certainty before.
Far from being able to provide that same certainty
during peace the capitalists will only be able to offer
the certainty of unemployment. So much the greater
therefore will be the shock of post-war disillusionment.

‘Were, this the full tale of the influences that will
affect the British workers in the  coming period .we
could claim with certainty that they would become the
most revolutionary section of the entire world workigg
class. But, in- addition, there has to be taken inbo’
consideration the fact that there will be the terrific
impact of revolutions in pther countries.. The bank-
ruptey of world capitalism will inevitably express itself
in revolntions. on every Continent. And these will have
an influence. which will overshadow even the great
irflience of the Russian Revolution. -

To be sure British and American imperialism will exert
every effort. to quell these revolutions by force. But by

- that very fact they will add oil to the fires of revolution

. able.

.-

at home. The soldiers will be ‘affected by the same
forces as the workers. And they will- not allow them-
selves to be used for coumter-revolution. The attempts
to smash the Russian Revolution had to be called off
for this very reason. But-even supposing, owing to slow
reactions on -the -part of the soldiers, the imperialists
siicceeded in smashing a revolution in one place or
another, . that does not represent victory for them, or
even the beginnings of victory. For they would have
to transfer their fgf)rces to another place, and another,
to- quell further revolutions. And all. the time they
would have the workers and soldiers of the home country
being more profoundly affected by events. Truly, the
programme of Anglo-American imperialism is fantastic.
1t amounts to nothing less than the attempt - to hold:
down, not by persuasion but by force, the peoples of
the entire world. Equally truly the opportunities for
the workers of Britain are in the highest degree favour-
The conditions at home -against which' they will
have. to strugple, and the infliences abroad which will
encourage them in the direction of a struggle for power
will work together to convert the British working class
into dthe most dynamic and revolutionary force in the
world. : o )
The capitalists are aware that the coming revolutions
will not be confined to countries across the seas, and
occasionally they reveal the fact that they are préparing
to deal with it. = A Consevative M.P., for instance,
writing to the “Sunday Times' stated: .
‘‘Britain must maintain a strong Army, a strong
~Navy and a strong Air Force. Only a strong Britain
- and a strong America can maintain the peace of the
world and keep down not only the danger of aggression
but the smouldering fires of revolution which may yet
set Europe aflame, and from. which perhaps even our
own country may not remain immine.”’ -

And recently Lieut.-Gen. Sir Arthur Smith, G.0.C.
London district Home Guard has indicated the hope of
the capitalists that the Home Guard can be used . as .a
counter-revolutionary force: i ) L

“Quite apart from the responsihilities of the Home

Guard during the war, I would remind you of the

-great task, members will have afterwards, for wi

the Armistice is signed, human nature being what it

is, there may well be an inclination for the discipline
of the eountry not to be as steady as it should.”

But this sort of programme is completely without
foundation. The British capitalists will not bhe faced
with- a tribal revelt against which the proverbial ‘‘whiff
of grapeshot’’, or even a squadron or two of bombing
planes would suffice. On’ the contrary, millions of people
will be involved,. and what affects the workers will also
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#ffect the soldiers. The moods and actions of one will
be the moods and actions of the other. = ~
" It can be unhesitatingly asserted—the coming period

" m Britain will be favourable it the extreme for the work-

,

‘. and is very careful not to speak of socidlism. ;
from the Stalinists, the two.most noteworthy centres of

‘lisation-point of resistance.

ing class. One of the most important political laws of
our period was laid down by Trotsky—that Fascism is

" only successful after the workers have been first of all

faced with the opporjynity of power and have failed to
take it. Not. until the proletarian wave has receded
can reaction place the Fascist guardsman in charge of
its security. And in Germany, let it be remembered,

it was not until several favourable proletarian waves.
* ad been smashed back that Hitler could come to power.

How much ‘more so, then, in Britain where the workers
are fresh, have such an overwhelming siperiority .in
numbers, will be moved by such gigantic forces and have
such a tradition of organisation and militancy? Not
once but many times would -the - British workers have
to be defeated before the chains of Fascism could be
fastened to them. And even then, so little. stability can
capitalism achieve that such a regime. could mnot hope

w. L N _ v - 5

to. last as long as Ttalian Fascism, or even as long as
the German variety. T L,
. BEven' g temporary victory of IFascism i8, however,
unlikely.

party to stand at its head. But thc very experiences

af an initial defeat will contain the niost valpable lessons

for the next favourable wave, and it will-come quickly.
‘Ihe défeat of 1905 prepared the way for the triumph of
1917.. Similarly in Britain, but with as many months
between the two as there were vears in Russia.

It is necessary to understand first of all the profound
change that’is taking place in Britain’s world position.
It is necessary to grasp the nature of -the changes that

.this will bring about in mass eonscionsness and political

expression. It is necessary above all to prepare now a

conscious Jeadership which will assure that the mighty
mass movement which is inevitable in Britain will not -

fritter itself away without result, but will be' guided
confidently inta the channels of workers’ power and
BSocialism. : '

Our Tasks under the Nazi Boot

By MARC LORIS

Nazi oppression passed over Europe Jike a steam-
roller. Throughout the continent there now remains,
between the Nazi power-and the population, no legal
organisation in which the masses can: take shelter and
regroup themselves, After the political parties and the
trade unions, the work of destruction has been -extended
even to the most neutral and most insignificant organ-
isations, for the Nazis feared—and with good reason—
that even the slightest of them might become a crystal-
Into the tiniest groups the
Nazis intreduced their own mer, who proposed adherence
to the “New Order’’; even stamp-collectors’ organis-
ations were ‘‘gleichgeschaltet’.

What “remains of the workers’ organisations had to

_pass_over into illegality and to new methods.  The-
“traditional bourgeois and petty-bourgeois organisations
“have given way to underground groups, of a new char-

acter, not directly stemming from the old parties. Small
illegal groups which' often do not extend beyond the

-lgnits of a city or of a region are appearing everywhere,
ouly a few can maintain contacts—and even those very -

irregularly—on a zational scale. Innumerable little
newspapers spring up and. disappear. . Liaisons are
established and broken again. On the whole, there is
to be observed, with the passing months, a -certain
progress toward centralisation, but very slowly, s.a,n(.i often
mterrupted as a result’ of the severe conditions of

illegality. Even that political movement which was best

adapted to underground work, Stalinism, is suffering

“greatly: in spite of a powerful apparatns and abundant
‘Fesources, relations between the contre apd the régional

ganisations are often broken—a situation which ¢an-

-3t fail to create fawourable occasions for discussion and-

fiited action between the Comnfunist Party members
and the Trotskyists. ) ST L

Of all the working-class organisations, however, the
Stalinigt parties remain the most powerful and the most

-active-—and by a large margin, = The Stalinist propa-

ganda 1s, of .course, completely chauvinist in character,

Apart

N

.economic and social balance.

resistance of the working-class movement are formeéd by

- the Teft Socialist groups in Poland (some of them close

to Frotskyism and all hostile to the Government-in-

.Exile) and by what remains of the Noarwegian trade

union movement, which the Nazis have been unable to
wipe out entirely.” Of the Second International but little
remains,.. Lately there counld be noted a certain renewul

of activity by the official Socialist groups in Belgiwn and,

i the north of France; but it retains an extremely
fragmentary character.

THE -PETTY-.BO.URGEOIS MOVEMENTS
Broad layers of the petty bourgeoisie have lost their

has caused, on the whole, an enormous pauperisation
and even, to a certain degree. proletarianisation, of the
petty bourgeoisie. . This social crisis finds its political
expression in the formation of the innumerable groups

and moveménts which reflect all the rainbow colourations -

of the petty bourgeoisie.

_ At the reactionary end of this spectrum are to be .
found the traditional” chauvinist groups, such as the’

Gaullist organisation i France. One must carefully
distinguish between the masses’ very widespread but
rather vague sympathies for the ‘‘democratic’’ camp,
including De Gaulle, and the Gaullist organisation itself,
The latter is made up ahove all of former military men

and functionaries. They have no feeling for activity by .
the masses to whom, for that matter, they are incapable

of -speaking. Most of them are nearly as terrified of
a movement of the masses as of the German occupation.
Their principal activity in the military field is espionage
on behalf of England and, in the political field, waiting
for an Anglo-American debarkment. ’

‘At the other extreine of this rainbow. are to be found
some organisations which are honestly looking for a way
out of the intolerable situation of the lower strata of
the petty bourgeoisic. The clements: most suited to
become the spokesmen of these lawyers ars the  youth
and the intellectuals. Thus ameng their leaders are
often to be found students. teachers and writers. Vio-
lently repelled by fascism, these social strata are turning

. The first” wave pt revolution may catch the
_proletariat unrcady, and witheut a thoreughly prepared

The German occupdtion
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toward socialism in sea.rch of a solution for then‘ mis-
fortunes. They willingly concede that - the bourgeois
system is coming to it§ end, and accept the programme
of the federation of- peoples, but they have not yet
overcome all their distrust of the workers. Their leaders
often keep hunting for a rosier path than. that’ of the
o dlct‘atorshlp of the proletariat,”’ and accuse Marxism
of being ‘‘narrow.’
groupings are to be found, of course, all infermediary
forms, - .

In the terrible conditions of illegality, there are in-
evitably, among the various underground groups, fre-
quent practwal agreements: for printing newspapers, for

transporting literature and people, etc.—even ﬁndmg,'

paper is a serious problem. Without such contacts, it
would be simply impossible to exist; and they mvoive,
needless to say, mo compromise in progra,mme

Even now in. the occupled countries, especially in
western Europe, occasions for public demonstrations are
not infrequent: housewives’ demonstrations against the
lack of foodstuffs, demonstrations against those restaur-
ants which serve food to the rich without ra,tlon cards,
demonstrations, against the- ““collaborationists,’ pubhc
demonstrations’ on  various. national holidays (Bastille
Day, etc.). These demonstrations are organised by illegal
groups of every kind, and the question of our partici-
pation .arises. It is difficult to give a peneral answer.
The important point for determiming whether we parti-
cipate is not so much:the nature of the oceagion or of
the initiators of the demonstration, but the political
sitnation and the possibilities of the given moment. ¥If
certain -demonstrations are repeatedly held, mobilising

an increasing number of “deinonstrators, it .is the duty

of the revolutlon.xrv party to call on the workers to

participate in them, even though organjsed by petty-

- bourgeois national groups 0Of course, 1t is also the task
of the party to appear in them with its own slogans.
After the crushing of all organisations, the disappearance
of all organised political life, every manifestation: which
“‘restores the feeling of collective action” however modest
or confused its objectives may be, is extremely. progres-
sive, and the task of the revolutionary. party is to aid,
and if possible, to broaden it.

Obviously, while taking advantage of every possible
step forward, we cannot limib our freedom to criticise
reagc tlonarv and utopian programmes. - Now as always,
the Marxists carry on their work of explaining and
clarifying. They must especially denounce the. falsity
and the hypocrisy of all the chauvinist groups who desire
nothing but revenge and who, although demanding the
freedom_of their own. nation, do not he‘-,lta,te and will
not hesitate to participate in -the oppression of other

* nations. Thus, all movements which. find their inspir-
ation in London and Washington .(governments-in-exile,
General De Gaulle, ete.) must be characterised not. as
national movements, but as imperialist movements hy
their aims as well as by their methods (alliance with
Anglo-American imperialism, exploitation of Belgdian
colonies, of a part of the Trench Dutch colonies, etc.).
These groups attempt to chain the popular national
revolt to one of the imperialist camps.
stances .they fill the tradltlonal rolé of the bourgeois
parties that have their base in the petty bourgeoisie..

One such party was the defunct Radical- Socinalist Party
of France which rested on the democratic aspirations
of the French peasant the better to chain him to big
business. - Now the Gaullist movement exploits for im-
perialist aims the arouséd national sentiment. Tts pro-
gramme and thosg of like groups can bring only new
catastrophies to Furope.

As far the various petty-bourgeois groupmga which are
turmng_, in the direction of sacialism. we must have a
much more patient and pedagogical attitude toward
them. These groups, rebelling against the present op-

Between these extreme types of

‘inequality bBetween capitalist- and proletarian;

. 1ings,

- revolutionary
A new cireum-
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pression,- go so far as to blame the system of imperialist
trusts and monopolies, but they always retain, as we’
have indicated, some apprchensmn toward the workera’:
programme. Their general programme, vaguely speak- -
ing, is the most comsistent formal democracy. - In.dis-
cussions with these groups the main task 1s to show
the reality” behind the forms of pure democracy, and
patiently but firmly point out to them that a choice is

_inevitable, for there 1s no ‘‘third way.’

In the present situation all democratlc ‘demands are
charged with an enormous revolutionary potentiality ;.
for in ‘the epoch of the disintegration of the capitalist
regime only the proletarian revolution can bring reality
to democratic principles. Therefore the Marxist parties
must be the most resolute champions of these demands,
knowing well that their fulfillment leads society to the
threshold of socialism. But this is also ‘the reason that
democratic demands become a lie when separated from
the socialist programme, for without -this programme
they cannot materialisé. - Not only is bourgeois demo-
cracy merely a formal demoaracy covering up the real
but in
our epoch dven this formal democracy can exist only
at brief intervals, in anemic form and will soon give
way to Bonapartist and fascist dictatorships or to social-
ism. "~ To speak of freedom now, and to remain silent
about the only means of attaining it, by the proletarian
revolution, -is' to repeat an empty phrase, is to deceive
the magses. Joint action with democratic petty-bourgeois
groups, often unavoidable and moreoter desirable, can
never stop us from criticising their programmes before
the masses and from trvmg to win thf- best part of
their organisation.

The programmes af nearly all the underground group-
stalipists - included, contain the’: demand =60 a
,‘-mgle National &ssemblv elected by universal suffrage.
For some of these groups, that is their only prégramme
for the day following the fall' of the Hitlerian empire.
In the I‘rench section of the Fourth International,
especially in the occupied zoné¢, a discussion has been

taking place on this slogan of a Natlonal (or Constlt"uent)

Assemblv
The arguments in favour of .its adoption are redur'ed
in genera.? to-this: If we are ready to fight for dembocratic
liberties how can we fail to write into our programme
the demand which crowns all these freedoms, the Nat-
ional Assembly? 'This reasoning is not correct. We
fight with the masses for even the smallest democratic

liberties precisely becausc this- fight opens the road to

the proletarian revolutlon at the same time we explain
that this revolution is the only assurance against the
return of oppression, of dictatorship, of fascism. The
National Assembly is by no means the crowning of demo-
cratic demantds. -The real meat of these demands can
come into existence only throu%h the development of
workers’ and peasants’ committees. When  separated
from the question of power—bourgeois or proletarian—
the slogan of a National Assembly at the present moment
in Furope is nothing but an empty form, a shell withoub
content. Under today’s conditions of
illegality, the slogan dods not correspond to any real,
oxperience of the masses, while every group covers
different political prog'rammes with this formula; the
slogan Thus takes on a ritual character and becomes a

Will we not pass through = “demonmtlc stage a,f‘ﬁﬂ?r
the collapse of Nazi powerP This is very likely. Buk
it-is also very likely that in this period we will already
bé seeirlg the formation of workers’ commlttees, embryo
soviets, transforming the ‘‘democratic stage’’ into a mare
or less long dual power. It is possible that at that time

‘piece of democrati¢ charlatanism.

- the slogan of a National Assembly may become filled with

a eertain revolutionary content.  General De Gaulle’s
movement officially deelared some months ago, that at
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the most democratic manner; but in articles and con-

" versations Gaullist representatives are already explaining

that between the collapse of the Nazi tyranny and the
convoking of the National Assembly there will elapse an
inter-regnum necessary to save the country from chaos
and: to re-establish order, and that during this time

democracy will be quite limited.. We can easily imagine -

what this means. It is possible that at that time the
cry for immediate convoking of the Assembly will corre-
"spond to the feal experience of the masses and will have
an. offensive character against the provisional govern-
ment, - However, that is the music of tomorrow.

TERRORISM AND SABOTAGE

The.criticism of the petty-bourgeois and Stalinist pro-
grammes should be followed, of course, by a critique of
their methods. - Nazi oppression has already aroused in
Europe multiple forms of resistance: passive demonstra-
tions of all kinds, attempts on the lives of German

. officers, wiping out ‘‘collaborationists,”” explesions, train

wrecks, fires, production slow-downs in.the factbries,
damaging of machines, strikes, street demonstrations,
hunger riots, guerrilla activity—the last of these becom-
ing ‘almost. full-fledged war in the Balkans. The very

" variety of these activities reveals the diversity of the

social strata that have been drawn into the movement.
The difficulties of the present moment, the participation

of petty-bourgeois laycrs therein, and the deliberate.

policy of Stalinism, have aroused a wave of adventurism.

Individual terrorism  has become common throughout
the eMtire continent. The Stalinists in particular have
combined a. vulgarly chauvinist opportunism in their
programme with -a stupid and criminal adventurism in
action. The revolutionary party can only repeat all the
classic arguments of Marxism against individual terror-

ism; they still retain today all their original validity:

In discussions with workers under Stalinist influence, we
must in particulag point out. the connection between
terrorism and bureaucratism. The terrorist hero and the
bureaucrat both want to act for the masses, apart from
them. Both terrorism and bureaucratism reflect con-

tempt for the incompetent masses who must be pulled .

out of their difficulties by the individual. We repeat:
Nothing can be gained by individual attempts; they
merely sacrifice precious devotion uselessly and delay
the action of the masses. Of course, our criticism of
terrorism does not arise from any moral indignation.
We must constantly emphasise that we are on the side
of the terrorists in their struggle against the oppressors,
but that as against terrorism we are for more efficacious.

- methods.

Certain forms of sabotage which are the action of
individuals or of tiny isolated groups are scarcely to be
distinguished from terrorism and are often nothing *more
than explosions of rage and despair, without any real

. efficacy. Dut, ever since the occupation of Czechoslovakia

- in 1939, the Czech workers have

“whandicraft or peasant masses.

““¥rance, the I.W:W. in America.

- production inside the factories. Their example is now

-followed throughout all Europe. ’

Sabotage was a means of struggle of the youth of
he labour movement, at a time when capitalism bad to
mpose the discipline ‘of the modern factory on the
It was then that there

b

ippeared the Scotch ‘‘ca’canny,’
\ These movements re-
presented only a brief passing tendency of the class
struggle. The workers found in the strike a weapon
which was both more effective and less' costly.

Nazi oppression: has rendered strikes extremely diffi-
cult in the FEurope of today. Hence the workers have
been obliged tb have recourse to sabotage, which bears
the relation to the strike that guerrilla warfare does to

.

the dpwnfa,llﬂ of Nazism, the power will come into the.
hands of a single Assembly elected by all the French in-

“methods are good! . t
-opposing terrorism considered as a means of ‘excibing’.

undertaken to sabotage -

anarcho-syndicalism - in -

regular warfare. There is no doubt that throughout the
entire continent the workers have often undertaken to
slow down_ production and lower its guality on their own
initiative, . without awaiting the
organisations, thus demonstrating that this miethod has
at present nothing artificial about it and that its
“‘yhnormal’’ character simply corresponds to ‘‘abnormal”
conditions. ) ’

The revolutionary party must of course work to extend

‘sabotage inside the factories in the occupied countries.

The task is, above all, to interest in this the bulk . of

‘W. L N | : ' t

summons of illegal -

the workers of the plant and not to comsider this work °

a technical job reserved to a few isolated ‘‘experts.” This
is equally important from the practical as well as the
political point of view. Repression is rendered infinitely
more difficult, and the collective nature of the struggle
helps to overcome the atomisation of the working class
brought about by the crushing of its organisations. The

first months of the German occupation were,. in general, .

characterised by a disappearance of collective conscious-
ness, each thinking only of saving himself, in his own
way. ,
least partially, precisely by the mowement of national-
resistance.~ The revolutionaries must always endeavour
to restore to the workers the consciousness of their dol-
lective power. } ‘ ) )
The collective forms which can be taken by sahotage
within the factories are: the slowing down of production,
the lowering of its quality, the rapid wearing out of the
machines. FEverywhere that they can, revolutionaries

“must bring about the formation of a committee inside

the factory—illegal, cbviously—which organises and
supervises the work of sabotage and protection against
stool-pigeons. It is this collective sabotage, which re-
gronps the workers around a conmmon goal and against
which repression can only with difficulty operate, which

‘represents the greatest danger for Hitler. - Sabotage,

when conceived of as a direct aid to the Soviet Union,
does mnot exclude. isolated acts  against particularly
sensitive points in the .economic and military apparatus
{power plants, tunnels and railroad bridges, ete)). But
all that can he dome in this field will always remain
relatively limited.. Only by taking on a mass character
can sabotage really threaten. the German military
machine, and it can acquire this character only at the
centre of the collective strength of the workers, in their

laces of work: - : )
“But,”” a Stalinist might say. “do not the interests
of the defence of the USSR not justify individual terror-
ism? Aren’t you yourselves for the defence of the
Soviet Union? The Kuropean masses are engaged in a
war against the Naszis behind the frant—and in war all
Of course, Marxists are right in

the masses to struggle, but now the killing of German
officers by revolvers or bombs is a simple war measure.”
"This reasening, which reflects the present policy of the
Stalinists in the occupied courrtries, betrays an ighor-
ance of 1pilitary art as well -as of revolutionary policy.-
It is precisely in a serious struggle that all methods are
not good.
revolutionary militant consists in choosing the means
which lead to the end and putting aside those which
are sterile or even harmful. . R

Terrorism, by its very nature, always retains am in-
dividual character. “Mass terrorism’’ would he—the
revolution’ All the terrorism today is, when all is said
and done, scarcely d pin-prick for Hitler. But, on the
qther side of the ledger, the liabilities are.enormous.
The best working-class blood is shed without counting.
The disproportion hetween the sacrifices and the results
obtained can engender mothing but discouragement and
passivity. 1t is not easy to judge from afar,-but it
seems that the movement of resistance suffered a serious

This state of mind has already been overcome at

The task of the wmilitary chief or of the
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‘s t-back in Czechoslovakia after ‘the assassination of

eydrich. ) -

We have always maintained that the defence of the
USSR is indissolubly linked with'the class struggle of-
the international proletariat.- This principle has direct.
consequences for the .defence of the workers’ state.
Stalin sacrificed the revolutionary interests of the inter-

. national proletariat for alliances with the imperialist

bourgeoisies. After the successive defesps of the Europ-
ean proletariat, engendered by Stalinism, the catastrophe
wak inevitable. Today, Stalin trieg -to jump over -the
consequences of his fatal poliey of hurling the workers
of .occupied Furope into the adventure of terrorism, = He
thus not only blocks their revolutionary future, but also
does a disservice tp the mjilitary interests of the USSR.
. The sabotage of prodlgcliion within the factories cam .
produce, infinitely greater results than can the murder,
of a foew hundred or even a few thousand German officers
or collaborationists. Awakening the collective initiative
of ‘the working class ingtead of paralysing it, sabotage
of production can attain a scope which no wave of terorr-
ism can ever reach. At the same time it accelerates the
regroupment of the working. class, recreates its collective
consciousness, and prepares it to enter its revolutionary
future.” The last few months have revealed that Hitler
is struggling desperately to keep up his armament pro-
duction. Sabotage in the factories represents for him a
mortal danger. But one of the most important con-

“ditions for its spregd, is turning our back.on-individual

- terrorism and all forms of adventurism,

- ments and the interests of the European proletariat’s

reyolutionary future completely coingide, R
" We must further note that individual terrorism is an
‘obstacle to fraternisation with
tightens the” bonds' between soldiers and officers.instead

e

Even. in the .

Europe of today the USSR’s immediate military require-

o German soldiers. It
t breaking them., The German military suthorities take
the greatest precautions to. prevent contact between
troops_and inhabitants. Every attempt te spread pro-
paganda among the German soldiers is punished wit
extreme severity, for this is a mortal danger to the N:

generals. This 1s also why the task of fraternisatio:

¥ can never be abandoned by revolutionists.

: THE GUERRILLAS
In central and south-eastern Europe geographic and

. sacial conditions have pérmitted the appearance of guer-

rillas. They have sprung up especially in regions. where .
the population 18 spread out, where railroads are. scaree,
where. communication. is difficult. They are principally
peasant movements. . But ‘not entirely. Whenever they
were able, groups of workers have joined the bands. It
has even been noticed that in Crmechoslovakia guerrilla
bands have been formed directly by workers. It is
reported that ‘“‘densely wooded areas are furnishing a
place of safety to the hundreds of saboteurs from the
mines and the iron and steel plants of Kladno;-to organ-
isers of passive resistance,.and leaders of strikbrs. After
a recent clash which “occurred between. the Nazi police
and Czech miners who were found to be in possession
of dynamite, the Germans undertook to-drive the refugees.
from this territory; but the fugitives, having full support
of the population, successfully eluded the members of
the-Gestapo.’” In various parts of Poland the peasants
have formed guerrilla bands, which arée now aided by
Soviet partisans who have succeeded in filtering through
the Nazi lines. Guerrilla bands are also very active in
Ruthenia. I o :
But it is in the Balkans that the movement has taken
on the greatest proportions, and especially in what was
vesterday Yugoslavia. Yugoslavia was a product of Ver-
sailles. financially support by France as a bastion of her
hegemony in Europe.
ernment ruled over at least five different nationalities

< WL

-volution in central and south-eastern Furope, where th
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The ‘country was occupied by the Germans and :Italians.~
The Yugoslav state was destroyed.: Under the weight
of unprecedented oppression, the
to gather together in the. mounlaing to resist. The -
imperialist war  was succeeded by a national struggle,
halt revolt, half war, against the German and Italan
oppressors, as well ag against the governments they set
.in Belgrade and Zagreb. This struggle is ‘going
through many vicigsitudes. Bands are entirely dispersed
only to form -again later on. Villages revolting .pre-
maturely are crushed. = Officially, several hundred villages

was one of the reasons for the quick German victory. §

"have already been reported razed by the Germans and
- Italians. i ’

Moreover, the movement is widely divided. Inform-
atian is scarce and often rather dubious, nevertheless it
1s clear that various bands operate separately. They are
separated. by national differences: -Serbians, Slovenes, -
Bosnians, Montenegrins, etc.; they are also separated
politically and socially.  The Chetniks, a Serbian organ-
isation under the direct control of Mikhailovich, seems
to be the most reactiohary. It opposes any social ¢hange
and thinks only of re-establishing the previous regime.
Other bands -have set up *“‘Communist’” or, “Soviet”’
regimes. What is the reality. behind these words? It
is rather difficult to tcll.. These bands are composed, it
seems, of peasants; mine workers have joined many of
them and now form a substantial proportion of some
bands. At any rate, the differences are ‘great enough
to have. provoked armed conflicts among the various

bands, ‘and - Mikhailovich has undertaken repressions  ’

 against these “Communists.’”’ .

Thus, as soon as the weight of oppies'gfon is soniewhat
lightened, :the fational struggle -immediately raises’ the.
social question.: The example of Yugoslavia shows, al-

, though on-a lithited scale, the extremely unstable cliar-

acter of -the movement of natienal resistance in Europs
today and how it leads immediately to the class struggle.

Of course, we“are. entirely on the side of the bands .of ..
poor peasants gnd workers in their conflicts with the

reactionary elements. But that does not mean abandon-
ing the ground. of national independence. Criticism of
Mikhailovich and .other conservative groups should . pfo-
ceed on the basis of liberating the country: Mikhailovich’s -
repressions sabotage the .resistance; in order to.arouse .

the peasants we have to open up a social perspective for =~
However, temporary military agreements -

them, etc.
between the revolutionary groups and
still entirely possible in the future. .
‘Cannot the movement of resistance completely merge -
with the imperialist war? = This is possible and would
be nothing new. Many national wars -have ended up as :
imperialist wars. If the Anglo-American camp should
open a néw front in the Balkans, the national character
of . the struggle would disappear immediately. But this
is tomorrow’s possibility, not today’s reality.. At the
present time, the:struggle in the Balkans is a link in
the whole movement of resistance of the European peoples
to Nazism, and it thus takes on great importance. The
guerrillas, being principally » peasant movement, create
the greatest danger for .the states where quasi-feudal .
relations still prevail in the countryside (especially Hun
gary, but also Rumania, Bulgaria and Slovakja). Re

Mikhailovich are

agrarian .problem has never been resolved even in th
bourgeois manner, will kindle large peasant revelts, and?
the present movement of resistance is their direct pre-
patration: .. * ; T R
Four months ago the Hungarian government officially

-announced the arrest of three hundred officers and:-non-

commissioned officers of the Hungarian army for having

- helped guerrilla bands in” Yugoslavia, Poland and. the.
The fact that the Belgrade gov- ..

USSR by- transmitting arms and information to them.

.We can measure the importance of this incident if we

-

easants have started -

)
g
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- the neighbouring countries.

“ him will fall the lot of

. pass

» military ‘machine,

Mi&-ﬁeﬁ.—ﬁid—ﬁsr.

recall that Hungary .is ome of the countries where the
fandlords® rule over the ants is most brutal. The
resistance in Yugoslavia has called forth revolt in all
Guerrillas have appeared in
-Greece, Macedonia, Rumania and Bulgaria. Even. in
Croatia, to which Hitler gave formal independence, the
.peasants are” starting to form guerrilla bands against
‘the Italians. - [t would be imprudent to exaggerate the
presént political consciousness of these movements or to
build too great hopes on them as long as they' have not
found a leadership in the urban proletariat. But to dgn-y
- their importance for the revolution and to remain indiff-
erent toward them would be -blind passivity.. - )

_ FROM NATIONAL RESISTANCE TO THE
PROLETARIAN REVOLUTION -

Exactly what fole will the demand for national liber- -

ation play in the
European revolution? ' Only the historian of the future
will be able to answer this question precisely and to
definitively measuring the place
occupied by natianal revolt in the great torrent of hatred,

preparation and development of the -

of anger, of despair .and of hope,” which carries the
. peoples of occupied Europe toward the revolution. To-
us falls the lot of giving an answer for action. This

answer is: The slogan of national liberation has Played
up to the present, and will continue to play for some
time, an important role in regrouping the masses, over-
coming  their atomisation and drawing them into the
political struggle. 'This is more than enough for it to
appear’on our banner, P ) .
-~ W'hrough what concrete forms of struggle will the move-
‘ment of rvesistance in the various European countries
i “How will it connect with the proletarian revol-
‘utton? The answer to these questions depends on the
relatioriship of the conténding forces, in. particular the
unfolding of the imperialist war. If Germany - should
maintain a firm grip: on. the European continent for
many: years, it would be difficult for the movement to
raise - itself above its ‘present political level, which is
still primitive, and would threaten to take an increas-
ingly narrow national character. But the perspective.
of a long German domination over ‘Europe must now
‘appear.
himself. o ) i
" The resistance of the Soviet workers and “‘kolkhozniki™
shows more.and more clearly the limits of the (erman
The progressive -weakening of Ger-

E
to be more and more illusory even to Hitler

man imperialism will bring with it not only a quantit- -

ative maultiplication of revolutionary actions throughout
the continent, but will give a new character to the
struggle. Terrorist attempts will be superseded by the
action of the masses. - :

During recent weeks the first signs of this transform-.

ation have appeared. - Athens has seen a general trans-.
port workers’ strike lasting several days.

have threatened to go out on strike several times.

of the unoécdpie(_} zone has sroused great masses. o
' These are the first signs of profound el?nges ‘in the
situation, Its principal causes. are the weakening of the
German oppressor and the rebirth of the collective .con-
sciousness of the masses. The renewal of activity of the

masses - will cause .the wave of. individaal terrorism to.

. R The workers
_ of the Renault factories, heart of the Parisian proletariat,

. of the revolution,

- nisation of German soldiers with

only thanks to the
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recede by giving more reality each day to the perspective.
) Autinies .have already broken out,
it appears, among the German soldiers in Norway and-.
among the Ifalian troops. It is hard to determine the
‘amount of truth in this information, -However, it is
at least plausible and, if premature, the future will give
it truth. The mutinies will lead directly to the frater- »
the. oppressed peoples.
The "common struggle against common ‘oppression will
" unite the masses arourd the programme of ‘the Socialist
United States of Eyrope ‘ B

The demand for national liberation and participation
in. the .present movement of resistance, do not in- any
way imply that we must expect new bourgeois hational
revolutions or some revolution of a special character
which would be neither bourgeois nor proletarian, but
‘“‘national,” ‘‘popular” or ‘‘democratic.” Any large
revolution is “‘natignal’’ in the sense that it carries
‘along the great majority of the nation, and the ‘‘popu-
lar’* and “‘democratic’’ character of any revolution worthy
of ‘the name is apparent at first glance. But we canmnot
transform this sociological description, essentially super-
ficial, ‘into a “political programme -without” turning our
backs on the realities’ of the social classes, “that is,
abandoning Marxist ground. Both the French revolution
of 1789 and the Russian revolution of 1917 were national,
popular and democratic, but the first consolidated the
reign of private. property while the other ended it. That
is why one was bourgeois and the other proletarian. ~ As
for the coming European revolution, its proletarian-chiar-
acter will be apparent from its very first steps.

But will we not pass through a.transition period after -
the -fall of -the’ Hitlerian. empire? To those who . pose
‘this question, wé must reply with another quéstion
Of what transition are you -speaking?. A transition: from

what to what?P. iA transition from the bourgeois revolu- :
tion to.the prolearian revolution ? . Or a transition be-
tween the Nazi dictatorship and the dictatorship of the
proletariat? These are two very different things. Nat-
‘urally, the proletarian revolution will pass through many
vicissitudes, pauses, even temporary retreats. But the
first thing to understand, if one does not wish to.commit
error after error, is that it will be a proletarian revolu-
_tion struggling with the bourgeois counter-revolution.

Is a “‘democratic’’ stage, that is a renewal of bour-
gems parliamentarianism, possible after .the collapse of
Nazism?P. Such an eventiality is not excluded. - But such
a regime would not be at all the fruit of a bourgeois-
.Tevolution “or. of a non-class ‘‘democratic revolution’’;
1t would be the temporary and . unstable prodiict of a
proletarian revolution which has not vet been completed
and stifl has to settle accounts with the bourgeois
counter-revolution. He who has not completely pene- -
trated this dialectic has nothing to offer to the European
masses, : : e

The presentsituation in the occupied countries is still
profoundly reactionary. The, task of the revolutionary
socralists is still propaganda ‘work, the gathering to-
“gether and the formation of cadres.. Tt is our duty to
show, everywhere and. always, the necessity of organised
action of the masses. To all forms of adventurism flour-
ishing at present, we must counterpose the organisation

- of revolutionary violence. In the face of every carefully
- organiged action,

r ) on a large or
will be disconcerted.
agamst revolution.

small scale, the Nazis
They have no ‘‘secret weapon”
They were victoridus in Germany.
Incapacity of the workers’ leaders

and never have had to face real gctions of the masses.

‘When these multiply, the Nazis will know how ta answer '

them only with that combination of violence and imbecil-
1ty which charactérises all regimes condemned by history.
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" Labour’s Opportunity in
- Southern Ireland -

" By TOM BURNS

To the dictates of allied policy, newspapers in Great
Britain and America have. had occasion ta deliberately
whip up. campaigns against - the neutrality of Eire.
Isolated instances are seized upon and magnified a thou-
sand times over, twisted, distarted, and moulded for
the presentation of ‘‘truth’ to the public.. The Sunday

capitalist rags usually feature a contribution from a
writer— ‘just back from Eire.’’ This special department
for propaganda sets out deliberately to confuse thé minds
Jf the Brrtish and American workers over the ‘position
of Kire, and can be said to incite them against the Irish
working class. . Here .we propose to give an objective
review of the economic and political situation in the
2G countries. L . :

" The Sccond World War has undoubtedly affected the
political and.social life of Eire. Being an agricultural
country, exporting -in the main 'livestock and farming
produets, the cutting down of her exports to ‘Britain
by the British Government, gravely affected nternal
conditions. This market was responsible for 11/12ths
of Eire’s agricultural -exports. The drop which took
place can be thus seen: - ) ‘

Exports 1939 . 14,256,785

: ' 1941 e 8,119,444

The Irish Times, Oct. 28th, 1941 speaking in general
on the adverse balance of trade estimates. that as the
result of it, 12-15 million in capital is being invested

- abroad each year. =~ : . o

"The lack of the following vital imports is resulting in
masgs unemployment and hunger: wheat (Eire imports
2{3rds of her wheat consumption), animal feeding stuff,
artificial ‘manures, coal, petrol and most of her raw
materials for her industries. The attempts by the new

. -Government sponsored Irish Shipping Co. to buy ships

‘abroad has brought poor results. . The Minister for Sup-
plies stated in the Dail (Parliament) that this Com-
mittee had only been' able to buy 5 ships. It recalls the
fact that when Frank Aitken, Minister for Clo-ordination
and Defence went to Awmerica in 1941 beth for arms and

. ships he received a cold rebuff from Yankee Imperialism.
‘No .arms were given and it was only after a lot of

wrangling, that ‘the American democrats sold him a

dilapidated ship. - Despite the present hullabaloo and
the many committees that the American capitalist class
are setting up today, to feed Kurope after the war,
4s we are told, the hunger of the Irish masses today
is readily ignored. The ‘paternal’ Roosevelt, represent-
ative of hig business in America, is once again unmasked.

Many industries- have ¢losed down in Kire, and others
are carrying on, on a 2 to 3 day basis per week. The

rise in unemployment despite the drawing into the Nat- -

ional Army of an average of 50,000 men each year, the
forcible transportation of the unemployed into rural areas
to dig turf, the compulsory enrolment into Government
Construction Corps, plus emigration, is symptomatic of
“a deep crisis which is developing.

Unemployment in 1942, numbered 102,000, being 6,000
more than -Jan. 1939. KEmigration has increased in war

Teceived.

vears to 40-50,000 of a yearly average. According to-the
Secretary of the Irish Labour Party, without the above
mentioned - sources, unemployment would have reached
250,000, When we take into consideration that the total

* workable population, on their own farms and elsewhere.

is 1,339,085, unemployment ravaged every home. }
As the unemployed wman only receives 10/6 per week
from the Unemployment Assistance, 5/- for his wife and
with a total maximum amount of 29/- per week, no
matter how many children there are, poverty 1s more
widespread as the cost of living leaps up. In mid-

" November 1942, the index was 273, being 100 points

over the 1939 figure. The increase is around 48 per cent.

“The Irish Times points out that the £1 is today worth

11/-. _ _ ) ‘
STEEP RISE IN COST OF LIVING

The food prices as they affect large purchasers was
shown in a table in' the Irish Labour Party paper
‘Tarch’. A hospital which buys direct from the. whole-
salér, increased its expenditure on food in .Jan. 1942 in

comiparison to 1939 thus: Beef 25 per cent, Mutton 29 -

per cent, Eggs 150 per cent; Oatmeal 97 per cent, Sugar
55 per cent, Tea 74 per cent, Margarine 30 per cent, Con-
densed Milk 8 per cent, Rice 912 per cent, wholemeal
104 per cent, steam coal 77 per cent, coal 77 per cent,
gas coke 192 per cent. Coal for instance when bought
by the worker costs 6/- per cwt. For the unemployed
worker who can only buy in quantities of stones and
half-stones, a cwt. would eventually cost 10/-- or so.
And such coal is praectically unuseable, coming from
poor seams in Wales and .containing a big percentage -
of stone. The Dublin Gas Company is taday  forced
to lower further the already poor pressure of gas because
of the damage to the plant, by using poor guality coal..
The alternative supply of turf and firewood 1s definitely
inadequate and completely fails to meet a fraction of the
people’s reeds. -

The poverty; which Engels described as unbelievable
on his visit to Ireland in 1868 has been brought up to
date by an Irish Cupitalist Government. The very rich
‘and the very poor live side by side. The national income
of the nation shows that 11 per cent of the population
owns 35 per cent of the wealth of the country. 2,652,565
people have therefore an average income of £36 per head
per year. 22 persons have an income of £20,000 or over
per year. - ’ . : . :

Data issued by the Government shows that 37.3 pe
sons -per. thousand are in receipt of public assistance.

In Dublin alone, The astronomical figure stands at 33.6%%%:

per thousand. The amount received ranges around 1/-
to 5/- per week and in many cases is the only income
Young workers who will not be coerced.into
the army or the Construction Corps are,ruthlessly de-
prived of all assistances )

The St. Vincent De Paul, which handles most of the
c?arit.y rackets issued a statement in Octoher 1942 which
states: i :
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““ a Poverty and destitution are widespread _ih Dublin.

b Many of our men and women are so weak from under

' nourishment that, even if. employment were offered
them, they could not undertake any kind of heavy
work. : :

¢ Thousands of people are without
and bed clothing. -

d The never-ending struggle to provide food and cloth-
ing often results in non-payment of rents and con-
stant fear of eviction. ) s ‘

e The poor have no reserve of food or fue! for the

winter.””’ : . ’

-The Fiauna Fail Government planned to mecet the in-
creaging uncmployment rate by at first sending young
unmarried men to the bogs to dig turf. With poor bar-
rack accommodation and meals, the pay- was only 4/-
per week. The schéme collapsed in a few weeks. A
well organised cumpaign by the Dublin unemployed work-
ers resisted these slave camps. Déspite the fact that
the alternative was to be cut off the dole and destitution,
the courage shown was grea}; especially as added to this
was the tremendous campaign carried on by the press,
pulpit and the police assault. Peaceful unemployed de-
manstrations were broken-up by the police with batons
and- the leaders arrested and interned without trial.

CONSTRUCTION CORPS ON MAYO MODEL

The introduction of the Construction Corps, in 1941,
by the Government meant that unemployed youth were
forced, at the penalty of losing the dole—to join -this
organisation. Work was to be of ‘‘national importance’’;
military . discipline_was. enforced and .the members were
attired in the ordinary soldiers’ unifbrm. Wages were
only half those of the soldiers, heing 7/- per week: It
was readily called by the unemployed ‘‘the scab army.’”

Both in the press and clsewhere no opposition to the
Construction Corps was tolerated. TFor bringing out, a
leaflet explaining the reactionary nature of such a move-
ment and explaining in short why capitalism brought
the Construction Corps .into being; and how the Gov-
ernment would utilise this force to Wreak strikes and’
drive down wages, a Secretary and Chairman of a Iab-
our Party branch in Dublin, were arrested and interned
without trial. The open air meeting called for the next
~day was banned. Only after 10 days werc thé released |

"due to pressure from the labour movement.

Even with compulsion, the Censtruction: Clorps only
enrolled a tiny section of the backward unemploved.
The Government for a long time, dodged giving the total
figure of recruits, but in later months it was stated at
700. 'This was quite an exaggeration, hopeless as the
.amount. was, as a parade was held and only 250 took
part. The prestige of James Connolly, the great Irish

- revolutionary soclalist, is so high amongst the working
class, that the demagogue De Valora attempted to
delude them when he renamed the milifary barracks -
“which’ house -the Construction Corps: ‘“The James Con-
nolly, Barracks’'. ] :

- In an-Irish prototype of ‘Hansard’ in 1942, it was .
stated by a Government speaker in answer to a Labour
T.D. (M.P.) that 36 members of the Construction Corps
had been interned in Cork Jail without trial for refusing
to scab on_a building strike. The censorship in Eire is
“ 80 severe that such an item never had. thé shightest hope -
of being reported to the public.* It is interesting too
that in_ September 1939, when the Government -intro-
duced the Emdrgency Powers Act, allegedly against the
I.R.A7, De Valera in reply to Mr. Norton, leadcr of the
. Labonr Party in the Dail, stated that this order will
not be used against the workers secking to improve their
economic standards. : )

W. L N.

sufficient persenal . ‘

“lesson.

. 45 employers organisations and
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DICTATORIAL POWERS USED AGAINST
WORKERS’ ORGANISATIONS

The growing dictatorial powers now beihg assumed by
the State are used openly to smash all workimg class
opposition. - An outspoken Labour Party M.P., Mr.
Murphy, of Cork, was arrested and detained without a
trial or charge being brought forward. His house was
ransacked. He was later released without any explan-
ation being given. The -trish Press, Organ of the Gov-
crnment, advocates the suppression of parliamentary
questions. i ) : . . o

The rapid lowering of the:standard of living of the
working class and the 'small farmers has revolutionised .
political thought. - The inevitable failure of the Fianna .
Fail Government, representative of the soung Irish cap-
italist “class, to improve social conditions has becoms
apparent to the masses, The stupid blunders committed
by the Government Ministers to build up ample supplies
of necessities has taught the working class a shurp

The most important element in the radicalisation of
the industrial workers, was the introduction of ;the
Trade union Act, 1941, This measure ‘was aimed 1o
discipline. the trade union movement and prevent them
seeking inercases in wages by independent means: The
workers called it ‘Green Fascisin’, 1§ was a revelation
to see and discuss with workers, who. were one day
trying to defend De Valera’s policy, in a confused way,
although not wholeheartedly, as the price- to- keep out
of war—and the complete change the next day when the
news appeared .that the T.T. rights were to. he smashed
hy the Government. The brilliant fradition of struggle of
the Irish organised workers continued once again: this

- time directly agamst the  réactionary ecapitalist’ state

machine. Mr. E. Childers, M.P. and Secretary. of the
Irish Manufacturers Federation openly hoasted to the
press “that thanks to their influence thé Government
A new demand

introduced and passed the T.U. Act.
of this organisation—made to the press—is that:strikes
be prohibited. ’

The T.U. act, came into operation in Mﬁy 1942. Future
negotiations by the T.T. can ouly be carried ont under

" Governmént license; this license to. be obtained with®

the consent of the Government. Also a Trade Union
must, in applying, deposit £2,000 into the High Court,
and siuch money can be forfeited by even. an isolated
strike, The Government has powers to inspect the mem-
bership books of the unions. The unions must maintain
at their offices the mnames, and addresses of members,
date of commencement of joining the union—ineluding
same for all former members in the last 5 years. ' If he-
has ccased to be a member, reasons must be given.
Failure to do this job is an pffence and ‘subject to a’
court trial. A Wages. Standstill Order’ No. 83 was
brought into force under the Emergency Powers Act and
forblds unions to obtain increases in wages. - (Note.
This order was not discussed in the Dail). " Flowing

‘from these two orders, neggtiations for wage increases

could only be contracted through a Tribunal, set u by
the Government. A new Amendment {Order 166) allows
a maximum bonns of 2/- to be obtained when there is
a sharp rise in the cost of living. o
The Tribunal is clected by the Government Minister

. for Industry and Commerce, with the nsual bosses stooge

in the Chair, the Committee to consist of 5 members.
This Act assists the growth of company unions and
already a_body known as the Federated Employers Ltd.
1§ to register as a T.U.:and apply. for a license, The
Secretary Mr. J. O'Brien, in an’interview with the. Irish
Times, stated that in 3 years they had brought together .
are altempting to cen-

ralise the Employers Federation. He too heoasts of his



movenent having collnborated with the Government in
the T.U. Bill. i

WORKERS RALLIED BEHIND
COUNCILS OF ACTION.

The T.U. bureaucratic leaders envisaging a peaceful
exigtence within capitalism were stunned at their Gov-
ernment friends running out on them and refused to
carry on a struggle against this menace. Opposition to
the bill wag  organised by the Dublin ‘Trades Council.

- A monster parade was held in- August 1941 (reported in
August 1941 *‘Socialist Appeal’’).  Councils of Actions

were set up throughout Dublin and the surrounding:

areas. For the first time, the Dublin T.U. bhad_acceded

. to a unitéd front with the Dublin Constituency Council

of the Labour Party. Local Labour Party branches were
in the main “the rallyiig centres of the Councils -of
Action,
of industrial action without political action was for the
- first time trampled underfoot. An energetic campaign
‘- was carried out demanding the withdrawal of these two
Orders, linked with a programme dealing with fuel, food,
nnempfo'yment, housing etc. The Government tried to
damp down this enthusiasm by meeting the slogan of
“Remove McEntee”, ‘(Minister responsible for present-
ing the Act) with his replacement with another figure.
When the . appeasement :policy of the T.U. leaders
failed, only then did they eppose the ‘Bill as such. Their
policy is still today trying to get the ‘best’ ont of the

Bill, and attempting to take full charge of the oppos-’

ition. .40 unjons have registered, under protest. (This
is about the total number of unions in Eire). The mili-
tant Irish Women Workers Union refused to take out
a licence. -TFheir position is not known today. -
"The railwgy workers at Dundalk- resigned en masse
from the Local Security Force (Home Guard)as a protest

- against the two Acts. Similar happenings were recorded
throughout the country, At the August demonstration,
the response was so widespread that a Dublin A.R.T.

demonstration -had to.'be called off. Soldiers in uniform

marched alongside their fellow unionists. The Govern-
ment had- readily foreseen such an occurrence and the

Military Police present tried, with no success, to eject-

the soldiers from the parade.” Nation-wide demonstra-
tions are still going on. In Dublin on October 25th,
1942, 25,000 marched.. At least 30,000 attended a rally
immediately after.- In Kiltarney recently, a large meet-
ing was attended by 5,000 local workers and small farm-

ers from the ‘surrounding areas. - :

PHENOMENAL GROWTH OF
o LABOUR PARTY

The growth of the Irish Labour Party has proceeded
accordingly and the recert Municipal and County Council
is an important symptom. A total of 215 seats were
won by Labour. Both Fianna Fail and Fine Gael lost
considerably, finishing the -contest with 245 and 127
. respectively. When 1t is taken inté consideration that
the Labour Party was practically an unknown entity
up to 1941, the results are amazing. In Dublin, Labour
. gained a sweeping majority and now have 13 represent-
~atives. Prior to this election, they only numbered 3.
In many other areas they captured power. In Co.
Kildare, F.F. lost 8 seats and the L.P. polled more thatr
all the other parties and groupings combined, gaining
11 seats, and control of the Council. The manoeuyre by
"¥.F. thronghout the country. to have their candidates
‘masquerading  4s ‘Independent’ faileé in a good many
instances. , o
. Turf workers and isolated farm workers have entered
the struggle and in.the National Organiser of the L.P.'s
“weekly . reports, shews, turf{ workers on strike are

- being organised into the T.U. movement by the L.P. -

w. L N.

The old sectarian ideas held by the T.U. leaders,.

- .substitute and has never been thought out.

- and reminds F.F. and F.G. of what happened in the
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Direct negptiations for wage increases are entered imto
by the L.P. on the spot. with the County Coupmls-.
Many victories have been won. .
that 7,493 turf workers in the counties of Cork, Donegal
and Kerry went on strike in 1941 for higher wages.
1941 was comparatively peaceful. Tn May 1942, 1,000 t111rf
workers struck for higher wages in.Co. Westmeath. The
dispute was orgahised hy the 1..P. Similar large disputes
occured in Co. Kildare, Cork, Co. Longford, Donegal and |
Roscommon. The Government wage for bog workers are-

atrociously low—62d. per hour. CTork Co. Council, as

' the result of the struggles, has increased the ratés to

10d. per hour.. The workers have started.to turn to the
Labour.movement for a solution to their problems.
L.P. branches have grown 250 per cent from last year.
The' ‘‘theory’”’ held by the leaders of the L.P. and
recently put forward as party policy is a hotch potch
of confusion. The party has always been a reformist
organisation of the typically Social Democratic type and
recently it has turned in the direction of the theories
of Douglas Social Credit. Tt maintains-that by a better
contral of currency, workers would get a suitable stand-
ard of Jiving, unemployment would be abolished, seturity

- for everyome, etc. would be achieved. The early weak-

nes§ of the leaders showed itself .dome yvears ago when
the Catholic Church via. the National Union of Teachers
demanded that the aim of the party be changed, from -
fighting to attalh a Workers Republic as envisaged by
Connolly, to, a watery and meanmgless Irish Republic.
The. policy today is therefore an attempt to. find a poor
An oppos-
ition is increasingly growing for a clear cut programme.
At one: stage the” Labour and T.U. leaders -began a
whispering campaign amongst the T.U. delegates. prior .
to National Conference and directed against this oppos-
ition, declaring it iz Trotskyist controlled. They gen-
erally play on the backward religious views of the coun-

" try delegates and falsify the role of the Dublin and sup-

porting - branches. . ) -
'DE VALERA FEARS ELECTION
" According to law, a General Election should be held

‘in June 1943, although the Government can take advant-

age of a loophole which can give it office for a further -
2 years. It -is not impossible tliat an .election would
show 'a majority for the L.P. The reactions of the Gov.’
ernment to the elections clearly suggest that they-fear -
a fresh poll. The various views put forward by Govern-
ment ministers, although contradictory, show one aim—
to avert -the Klections. Mr. Little, Minister for Post
and Telegraph shows a sympathy for a Coalition Govern-

- ment De Valera says, ‘“if the people show a desire for

2 ehange we will have election”. “The Fianna Fail Ard

. Fheis (National Convention) has not.met for two years,
“the internal fricti

.over policy being so gréat. Branches |
have mostly disinfegrated. Tt can be said that little is
left of this, the greatest popular movement that Ireland
has ever known. '

- Gen Mulcahy, prominent member of Fine Gael, favours
4 National Government, Gosgrave, leader of the Fine
Gael, puts the: same idea, ‘
power first. The lrish Times, the reactionary ‘conservat-.sg
Ive organ of British capital and to some extent thed
leading pelicy-former for the Trish capitalist class, speaks;
about the raving lunacy of an election. during war-tim

municipal leections. Tailing behind this gang are the

" ‘British and Irish so-called ‘‘Communist’’ Parties who

demand that the labour movement erter,a Coalition
Government. The Stalinist objective, is the agitation
for a National Government in Eire and in company with

~the demand put.forward by the Communist Party of

Great Britain which urges that Britain and Eire make
a trade agreement and so facilitate Eire’s entry. into the
Impermhst war.. Any trade agréement entered into

The Government récords %

ut wants his party to win . ;




Mid-Feb.—Mid-Mar.

. which would mean that Eire received the various neces-
. sities of life and important raw materials would be a
way “of relieving, to a limited extent, the unemployment
‘s problem., For such a concession, the Stalinist horse-
dealers desire that Eire break her neutrality and become
a “partner’”’ in . World War -No. Two. - _
STALINISTS STRENGTHEN PRO-BRITISH
L CAPITALISTS =
.~ In many ways, the Stalinists carry on their vile pro-
_ paganda. The lrish Freedom, which has very }xttle in
* common with its title, adopts-a more subtle line. In

the Sept. issue, 1941, they featured an article on the
front page under the non-de-plume of Donnybrook. This

Stalinist hack declared that those:who do hot want Eire .

to enter the war are Hitler’s friends, and concluded by
stating that Treland must choose between Germany and
the Allies. This was the Stalinist line being presented
openly. The Editorial made no political contribution
against such an Imperialist policy. The series which
Donnybrook promised was so unpopular that it only
lasted two issues. The reformist L.P. paper Torch con-
demned outright such an article and declared in an

editorial that labour wants neither an ol@: master por-

a new one. Mr. P. Musgtove, Editor of the Irish Free-
dom, who recently utilised J. Connolly’s writings and
published thein in book form, with a leng preface, at-
tempts to confuse the Irish and British workers over

Connolly’s socialist position, making out that it is neces- .

gary to support the ‘present war—as being a continuation
of the revolutionary principle .of Connolly.
extra lie to the long list of Stalinist distortions. Con-
nolly in the last war stood vieleéntly opposed to the gang
of social deinocrats who betraved the international move-
ment ‘and gave support to. World War 'No. 1. In his

many writings and in the model slogan—*‘*Neither King "

nor Kaiser'!, Connolly advocated the compléte independ-

enge of the working class ‘movement and declared that.

it is the duty of the socialist movement, to organise the

oppressed ‘against the native and foreign capitalist forces -

who dominate Ireland - entirely. o

: The Eire C.P. hefore folding up in July 1941, urged
in their paper Irish Workers Weekly that a General
Election should ‘be averted and called for a strengthen-
ing of the Fianna Fail Government with the introduetion
of labour representatives (Sept. 27th, 1941). Such an
attitude was put after the proposed. introduction of the
vicious anti-Trade Union. Act of the Government. Tt is
not surprising that the Irish workers remain hostile to
Stalinism. The destroying of the Irish Republican Con-
gress, was achieved by the Stalinists, Following. out the
“disastrous policy of Popular Frontism, they split. the
Congress and hy a narrow majority opposed the polity

of Congress having as its aim the achieving of a Workers _

Republic. The resolution for a Workers Republic was
moved by Roddy Connolly, sen of James Connolly and
seconded by the fearless militant, Mick Price.- This
movement, under Stalinist domination broke inte smith-
‘creens after pursuing a class-collaboration policy; thus
dissillusioning many hundreds of young revolutionary
i iworkers from city and the countryside. .
;- The decision taken by the C.P. to dissolve, met .with
He immediate hostility of. the few active members. No
‘Prior -discusMon . took place. The resolution was just
resented at an ordinary branch meeting. Voting was
11 for and 9 against. The. attempts by the leaders to
overwhelm .the young opposition by long arguments fail-
ed. Even then, it was only by the votes of non-members
that the resolution was sugcessful. Demoralisation was
- s6 widespread that it was customary to allow the elderly
social ‘committee workers to he present. during party
business. Their votes were cast for the resolution. The

- lrish Workers Weekly was voluntarily takeR out of cir- -

culaﬁion some months after. Mr. P. Musgrove is the
;. latest leader to be.sent vo Eire to raise the corpse’ of
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- made plain enough by the followin

This is one -

- movement.

/
i

Stalinism and at the present day they are working as
a small faction in the Trish L.P. pushing a -concealéd
pro-war line. ] , . »

THE SLOGAN FOR IRISH
REVOLUTIONARIES—LABOUR TO POWER

" .In the bosses’ business pamphléet fé'Ir_ish Industry’”’, .
. the editor, Mr. McEvoy states: ‘‘Wagea in this country .-

are far higher than in Japan for instance. ,Can .éur
Irish ‘manufacturers produce commodities to meet the . -
products ef Japan in price? The hours. of working in
this country pef week are shorter than in many coun-
tries from which we might import commodities. Social -
industrial insurance, holidays with pay, e¥., add con-
siderably to the cost of production.””  (December 1942).
The Trish capitalist class can offer no way out of . the:
present chaos, but only a dreary future: of even worse
conditions, with the loss of the existing democratic’
rights. Mr. Lemas, -Fianna Fail Minister, stated in the
Dail on Budget Day 1942, that there must be a lowering
of the standard of living after the war. Dr. Ryan, Min-
jéter of Agriculture, states that the British market is -
likely to collapse after the war so far as dairy produce
is concerned and that livestock trade is not likely to be
remunerative. The intentions of the ruling class are
statement by Mr.
W. O’Reilly, President of the Irish Manufacturers Fed-
eration: ‘““Compulsory military service has certain evils,
but provides a greater degree of good in.the cempletion
of character formation and the securing of a sound
training in some branches of industry, combined with
the inculeation of that greatest of all virtues, discipline.”
{January 1943). . ) S
The absence of a revolutionary socialist party.in
Ireland which continues the socialist -traditions of Con- °
nolly has resulted in many of the most serious and self
sacrificing of the Irish youth joining -the I'R.A. This
has been facilitated by its poseé as a “revolutionary’ hody
which continues the best traditions of struggle for Irish
freedom. It has also been facilitated by the false policy
and treachery of the Stalinists, and the policy of tailend-
ing hehind the capitalists pursued by the leadershi,p of
the Irish Labour Party. The bureaucratic ‘‘military’’ at-
titude of the I.R.A, and their refusal to participate in
the recent stiuggles of the working class; the sacrifice
of the best members of the “army’ 'in individual adven-
tures, while fatling to produce a radical programme to
face up to the tremendous events which are ravaging the
lives of the Irish masses: all these have resulted in the °
tendency to break with the I.R.A. in the South and seek
for a solytion in-the working class labour and trade
union movement. . K
The general disillusionment of the masses in Fine Gael -
and the Fianna Fail and their turn towards the Labour
Party opens up the possibility of harnessing this youth-
ful energy, courage and enthusiasm to the socialist re-
volution. This is the task of the left wing in the Labour .
A task® which can be achieved only by a
serious and bold struggle arQund a revolutionary socialist

_ programme:.

Against a coalition with the parties of the Irish capital-
its class such as is being mooted hy the Stalinist fakers,
For the complete and unconditional class independence
of the Irish labour and trade union movement; . .
Break with the reformist and reactionary Séeial Credit
policy of the leadership of the Labour Party; ’
For the unity of the JIrish workers, North.and South,
through a united Irish Labour movement—For a United
the . widest socialist measures in Industry and Land can
Irish ‘Socialist Republic; - : i ;
Lahour to Power in a Labour-Farner Government; Only
solve the problems of the Irish people. T
These are the central ideas which' must motivate the
struggle of the revolutionary socialists in the 26 counties,
of the South and the 6 counties of Ulster, - N



- The Per
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The theses published below are taken from the con-
cluding chupter of Trotsky’s book on the “Permanent
Revolution” . Next mongh we will grint an article by
Trotsky on. the three different theoretical concep- *
tions of the Russiagn Revolition, held by outstandiny
Marxists, ) '

‘Despite the fact that these theses were wrigten
alnmiost @ decade and ‘@ half ago they 3till retain thetr
freshuness, and the basic ideas retain their validity

@as & theoretical guide to- the problems of world
development at the present time. - . .

The evolution of world history dince this work was
written has trogically confirmed in a negative way,
the analysis u_:hi-ch 8. made therein. The defeated
revolutions in S8pain, France and other countrics, the
rise of Hitler and the present bloody war — all can
Jbe traced to the theory :of “Socialism -in One
Country.” The idea of a peaceful co-existence of .
capitalism with o workers’ state has been rudely
shatiered by the onslaught of German. imperialism.
All the ideas and methotls of Stalinism have been
shattered by the impact of cvents. .

Meanwhile the second world war, linking the whole.
woﬂd in a stream of blood, poses the problem of the
permanent revolution as the only way owt of .the
impasse into which world capitelism has plungsed

“humanity, . Meanwhile more. and more, the Howr-
.geoisie is forced by the development of world ties to
recognise the basic wnity of world ecornomy.
Churchill and Roosevelt vie with one another i pro-
clatming the inter-dependence and the essential unity
of world economy. The leader columns of the
“ Times” -moralises every day on the economic

I hope that  the’ reader will not. object if; to end up
this book, I attempt, without fear of repetition to form-
ulate briefly the most fundamental conclusions. ’

1. The theory of the’permanent revolution now de-
mands the greatest attention of every Marxist, for the
course of the ideclogical and class struggle has. finally
and conclusively raised this question from the realm of
reminiscences over the old differences of epinion among
Russian Marxists and converted it into a guestion of
the character, the inner coherence and the methods of
the international revelution in general.

2. With regard to the ebuntries with a helated bour-
geols development, cspecially the colonial and semi-
colonial countries; the theory of the permanent revolu-
'tion signifies that the compléte and genuine solution of
~their tasks, democratic and national emancipation, is
concéivable only through the dictatorship of the: pro-
letariat as the leader of the subjugated nation, above all

of its peasant masses. ! ’

" 3. Not only the agrarian, bul also the national ques-
tion] assign' to the peasantry, the overwhelming major-
ity of the population of the backward countries, an im-
portant place in the democratic révelution. . Without an
alliance of the proletariat with the peasantry, the tasks
of the demoeratic revolution cannot bhe solved, nor éven
" seripusly posed. But the alliance of these two classes
can be realised in no other wav than through an in-
transigeant struggle ‘against the influence of the national
liberal bourgeoisie. o o )

4. No matter what the first episodic stages of the
revolution may be in the individual countries, the realis- '
ation of the revolutionary alliance between the pro--
letariat and the peasantry is coneeivable only under the

W. L -N. .

manent Revolution

- bloe will be.

- how great the revolutionary role of the peasantry may be,
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' necessity of international co-opération...The mighty

development of world aviation presaged by the war
will further underline this trend. So obvious ig this
that: even. shortsighted bourgeois politicians can see
the problem while wutterly incapable of finding o
solution to if. o . :

The fate of the Soviet Union is still bound up with
the fate of the wave of vevolutions é»n REurope and -
Asia which will be unleashed by the catalysms pro-
voked by World War II. Meanwhile the degeneralion
of the Btalinist bureaucracy and the Communist
International has reached abysmel depths. Starting
from the utopian theory of Socialism in One Couniry,
they have finished up by capitulationt to imperialism
and social chawvinism.  The differences  between
Stalinisin and Bolshevism (i.e. Trotskyism) have long
passed the stawge of differences in theory. The
Stalinists and the Comintern have long thrown qway
any pretence to act on the basis of Marxism theory.
These theses provide an wnderstanding for the theo- '
retical ‘basis of the Stalinist degeneration and
betrayal. Bué not this alone. The theory of’ the
Permanent Revolutien acquires an even greater im-
portance for the coming epoch. The revojution in
India, in. China, the coming unheavals in Burope and
America, the fate of the RSoviet Union are .ol fied:
together in. a $ingle knot.: - - o

The Fourth International, by an application of this
theory will inevitably become the greatest cenclave
nistorical force im the world in the. coming decades.
It will tie the tangled skeins of the developmeni o}

world events firmly together in & single knot.
s ' : Ed.

political direction of the proletarian vanguard, organised
in the Communist party. . This in tnrn means that the
victory of the democratic revolution is conceivable only

_through the dictatorship of the proletariat which bases

itself vpon ‘the alliance with the peasantry and first

-solves the prohlems of the democratic revolution.: .

5. The old slogan. of Bolshevism—‘‘the democratic
dictatorship of the proletariat and peasaniry’’ expoesses
preciscly the above characterised relationship of the pro-
letariat, the peasantry and the liberal hourgeoisie. This
has heen confirmed by ‘the experience of Octgber. But
the old formula of T.enin docd not settle in advance the
problem of what the mutual relations between the. pro-
letariat and the peasantvy inside of the revolutionary
] Tn other words, the formula has nnknown
algebraic quantities which have to make way for pre-
cise arithmetic quantities in-the process of historical
experience. The latter showed, under the circumstances
that exclude every other interpretation, that no matter

it can nevertheless not be a leading one. The peasand
follows either the worker of the bourgeois. This meam
that the ‘“democratic dictatorship of the proletariat and
peasantry’’ is only conceivable as 'a dictatorship _of the =
proletariat that leads the peasant masses behind it.

6. A democratic dictatorship of the proletariat -and. .
peasantty, as a regime that is distingnished from. the
dictatorship of the proletariat by its class content, might

be realised only in case an independent revolutionary
- party could be constituted which expresses the interests

of the peasants and in general of petty bourgeois demo-
cracy—a party that is capable of ‘eonquering power with -
this or that aid of the proletariat and of determining
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¢ jts revoluticnary programme. As modern history tea(z’gles
- especially the history of Russia in the last twenty-five
fears—an _insurmountahle cbstacle on the ruad to the

">-dependence of the petty bourgeoisie and its deep internal
differentiation, thanks to which the upper sections of the
petty hourgecisie (the peasantry) go with the big bour-
geoisie in all decisive casey, especially in war and in

revolution, and the lower septlons—wit'-h the proletariat,
while the intermediate section has the choice between.

the two extreme poles. Between the Kerenskiad and the
Bolshevik power, between the Kuo- Min Tang and the
dictatorship of the proletariat there cannot and does uot
lie any intermediate stage, that is, no democratic dic-
tatorship of the workers and peasanis.
7. The endeavour of the Comincern to foist upon the
" Easterw countries the slogan of the democratic dictator-
ship of the proletariat and peasantry, finally and long
ago exhausted by history, can have only a reactionary
effect: In so far as this sloganis counter-posed to the
“slogan of the dictatorship of the proletariat, it contri-
butes to the dissolution of the proletariat into the petty
bourgeois masses and in this manner creates better con-
ditions for the hegemony of the national hourgeoisie and
consequently for the collapse of the democratic revolu-
tion. The introduction of this slogan into the programme
of the Clomintern is a direct betrayal of Marxism and
of the October traditions of Bolshevism.
- 8. The dictatorship of the proletariat which has risen
to power as the leader of the democratic revolution is
inévitably and very quickly placed before tasks that are
bound up with deep inroads into the rights of bourgeois
property. The democratic revolution grows over immed-
1mtely into the socialist, and thereby becomes a perman-
ent ‘revolution. ’ : ~

9. The conquest of power by the proletariat does not-_v

terminate the revolution,” but only opens it. Socialist
construction .is conceivable only on the foundation of
the class struggle, on a national and international scale.
This struggle, under the conditions of an overwhelming
predominance of capitalist relationships on ‘the world
arena, will inevitably lead to explosions, that is, intern-
ally to civil wars, and externally to revolutionary wars.
‘Therein lies the permanent character of the socialist

- revolution as such, regardless of whether it is a back-
ward country that- is invelved, which only yesterday.

accomplished its democratic revelution, or an old capital-
ist country, which already has behind it a long epoch
of democracy and parliamentarism. .

10. The completion of the socialist revolution within
national limits is unthinkable.- One of the basic reasons
for the crisis in hourgeois society is the fact that the
productive. forces created by it conflict with the frame-
work of the national state. From this follow. on the
one hand, imperialist wars, and on the other, the ntopia
of the bourgeois United States of Europe. The socialist
revolution commences on the national arena, is developed
further on the inter-state and finally on the world
arena. Thus, the socialist revolution becomes a perman:
ent revolution in a newer and broader sense of the word;

‘ it attains completion only in the final victory of the new
i - soclety on our entire planet. .

oo 11.  The above outlined scheme of the development of
he wor revolution eliminates the guestion of the

puntries that are “‘maturé’’ for secialism in the spirit

B that pedantic, lifeless -classification given*by the

¥ present programme of the Comintein, In so far as
capitalism has created the world market, the division
of Jabour and productive forces throughout the world,
it has also prepared world economy for socialist trans-
formation. i

The various countries will go -through this nrocess at
“different . tempos. ies, e
conditions, can arrive at the dictatorship of the prole-
tariat sooner ' than the advanced coumntries, but they
come later than the latter to socialism. |

reation of a peasants’ party is the economic and political -the democratic

Backward copntries, under certain
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- A backward colonial or semi-colonial country, whose
proletariat is insufficienitly prepared to unite the peas-
antry and seize power, 14 thereby incapable of bringing
| revolution to its. conclusion. On the
contrary, in a country where the profetariat has power
in' its hands as the result of the ddmocratic revolution,
the sibsequent fate of the dictatorship and socialism is
not only-and not so much dependent in the final analysis
upon, the national productive forces, as it is upon the
development of the international socialist revolution..

12.  The theory of socialism in one country which -
rose on the veast of the reaction against Qctober is the
only theory that congistently, and to the very end,

_opposes the theory of the permanent revolution.

The attempt of the epigones, under the blows of our
criticism, to confine the application of the theery of |
socialis in one country exclusively to Russia, beeause
of its specific characteristics (its extensivenmess and its
natural resources) does not improve matters but only
makes them worse. The break with the international
position always leads to a natiopal messianism, that is.
to attribute special prerogatives and pecultarities to one’s
own country, which would permit it to play a role that
other countries cannot attain. o . :

The world division of labour, the depe¥dence of Soviet
industry upon foreign technigue, the dependence. of the
productive forces of the advanced countries of Europe
upon Asiatic raw materials,  etc.. ete,, make the con-
struction of a socialist society in any single country
impossible. ) .

13. ' The theory of Stalin-Bucharin not only contrasts
the democratic revolution quite mechanically to the
socialist revolution, hut also tears the national revolu-
tion from the international path.®

This theory sets the revolution in the backward coun-
tries the task of establishing an unrealisable regime of
the democratic dictatorship, it contrasts this regime to
the dictatorship of -the proletariat, thus introducing
illusion and fiction into politics, paralysing the struggle
for power of the proletariat in the East, and hampering
the victory of the colonial revolution. i -

The very seizure of power by the proletariat signifies,
from the standpoint of the theory of the epigones, the
completion of the revolution (to “nine-tenths”, accord-
ing to Stalin’s formula) and the opening of the epoch
of national reform. The theory of the kulak growing
into socialism and the theory of the ‘“‘neutralisation’’ of
the world bourgeoisie arc consequently inseparabte from
the -theory of socialism in one country. They stand and
fall together. i . . i :

By the theory 'of national socialism, the Communist
International is degraded to a weapon useful only for
the struggle against military intervention. The present
policy of the Comintern, its regime, and the selection -
of .its leading personnel, correspond entirely to the de-
basement of the Clommunist International to an auxiliary
corps which is not destined to solve independent tasks.

14. The programme of the Comintern created by
Bucharin is thoroughly eclectic. Tt makes the hopeless
attempt to reconcile the theory of soclalism in one
country with Marxian internationalism, which is, how-
ever, inseparable ifrom the permanent character of the
world revolution. The: struggle of the Communist Left
Opposition for a correét policy and a hedlthy regime in
the Communist International is inseparably combined
with a struggle for a Marxian programme. The gquestion:
of the programme .in turn is inseparable from the gues-
tion of the two mutually ex¢lusive theories: the theory
of permanent revolution and the theory of socialism in
one country. - The problem of the permanent revolution
has long ago outgrown the cpisodic differences of ‘opinion
between Lenin and Trotsky, which were completely ex-
hausted by history, The struggle is between the basic
ideas of Marx and ‘Lenin on the one side ‘and the
eelectics of the Centrists on the other.
Constantinople, Novemhber 30,. 1929.
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RBelow we reproduce part of a letter
from Bot Armsironyg who wos de-
toined withoui charge or el for 18

days by the Belfast police wnd then

released. The letter was posted by

_ Adr Mail on Jonuary &23rd ond only

reached owr London office on Februdyy
1ith. No doubt the police hesituted
about allowing this letter to be trans-
mitted ai wll, for the condifions which

© Lt creveals wumder the Regime in-
Northern Ireland are o picture of the
worst type of police dictatorship

Imown only 4n -the most backward
couniries of Burope,

‘GCRUMLIN ROAD JAIL

There are approximately 600 prison-
ers in Crumlin Road jail about 300 of
whom are serving sentences—probably
two-thirds of these sentenced prison-
ers being I.R.A. men. The remaining
300 are nterned, and there are more
than 200 other internees in Derry Jail.
Tt is estimated that tens of thousands
have been detained since the war. All
internments are made under a clanse
in the Special Powers Act stating that

surh gnd _such. 4. person has given:

grounds for . reagonable -suspicioﬂ that
he or she has acted or-is about to act
i a anner prejudicial to the peace.

" 'Fhis is the Stormont equivalent of the

Japanese ‘‘dangerous~ thoughts” Act.
Not a few of the internees assert that

tRey have never belonged to a political

organisation in their lives.

-THE LR.A.
"It was doring my sojourn in Crumlin

“that the Chief of Staff of the 1.R.A.

" advertisement

and three of his associates staged their
spectacular get-away from the most
heavily guarded prison in the British
Isles. The drama of this escape was
heightened by a black-type R.T.C.
in tlie press offering
£3.000 reward to-anyone supplving in-
formation leading to the arrest of any
one of these men. The greatest man-
hunt in Tlster history is under way.
The relentiess, nnendimg war between
the R.U.C. and the T.R.A. has pro-

vided all the highlights in Ulster pol-

itics during the past twenty vears.

" .The fearlessness of martyred republi-

cans such as Tom Willizams has almost
legendary fame, The I.R.A. is almost
100 per cent proletarian-in composition,
its great Teservoir of strength being
the ‘Belfast Falls Road area. TFhe more
petit<bourgeois Eire section is but a
feeble refleciion of the Northern move-
ment. Yet 1t advocates no social policy
whatsoever, for it considers itself to be
not in any senge a political party, but
purely and simply, an army. lts sole

aim is to expel foreign imperialism

S
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"BY BOB . ARMSTRONG

from Ireland-. In 1939 it declared war

. on Britain. When the world war began

: it ‘welcomed Germany as an ally in the
commaon struggle.

The prevailing cult of national-
socialist Ideology within the T.R.A.
would vanish like a clond of smoke at
the first signs of a -British-German
concord.  All mnations and movements
are judged in accordance with their
attitude to Britain. Yet for all that
not a single British soldier has suff-
ered injury aé the hands of the L.R.A.
since ' the war began. The reason is
clear enough. Despite its pretentiouns
claime the- I.R.A., being- incapable of
invoking an appeal ouiside the nat-
ionalist areas, cannot rise hevond
small-scale skirmishing tactics. Te
deal with this the R.T.C., one of the
most. highly trained police forces in
the world, is adequate. Kven if, br a
miracle, it succeeded in overcoming its
unmediate énemy, it is madness to be-
lieve that the I.R.A. could defeat the
British army, and most certainly Brit.
ain would not passively surrender the
right to garpisen Treland. . B

To refuke fhis argument republicams
eite the shecesshil omifcome. for the
South of the Black-and-Tan war, But
this stropgle succeeded oply because
the reyolutionary ferment in the Brit-
ish working class prevented the Llord
George Government from embarking
upon a large-scale regular war against

" Ireland. The great Russign revolution
had kindled a flaming love of liberty
throughont the world, and not least in
Britain. Without this the heroism of
the Trish people in 1921 would have
proved unavailing, Only the revolu-
tionary ‘movement of the British and
Irish working class can finally free
Treland from. imperjalist rule. But the
I.R.A. as vet cannot nnderstand this.
Nor is this accidental. For the amaz-

ing virility of a historically outmoded |

form of struggle is due, not mainly te
the dend weight of tradition, but to the
shameless collaboration with imperial-
ism of parties masquerading as social-
ist, the Stalinists and the Labourites,
who compromise working class methods
al every step and engender a con-
tempt for socalism,

Discriminated apainst at every step,
the Cathole working-class vouth are
forced into the struggle, More than
a third of the Six-County population
belong to the so-called “‘minoritsy’’
The Stormont Govermment sits on a
powder magazine. If it released its
weight 1t would be blown sky-high.
But, so long as it sits tight, the weight
of the R.TLC. is adeguate; and kept
under control the LR.A. has great
nses. For the protestant workers,
conscious though they be of their mem.
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bership of the downtrodden class in the
general capitalist set-up, are also
keenly aware of their privileged caste
position. They fear, and with good
foundation, that a victory of the I.R.A.
would place them in the position of a
pergecuted minority: for, no matter
how much the I.1}.A. declaims sectar-
ianism, the fact is that, basing itself
on the degenerate capitalist. system,
it could not prevent the ymleashing of
anti-protestant pogroms at the first
signs of mass unemiployment.

WHY THE TROTSKYISTS ARE
UNDER FIRE

It is axiomatic to Marxists that the
weaker a government’s mass basis is,
the stronger its apparatus of repression
must he. The R.U.C. is the real gov-
ernment of Northern Ireland, and D, T,
Moffatt, reputed by some to be the
most astite police chief in Furepe,
cccupies~ the umigque position outside
the puarely fascist countrieg and the
UI.8.8.R., of being better known, at
least in the national areas, than most
cabinet ministers. It is the tremend-
ons material and legal ‘powers enjoyed
by the Ulster police that enables thém
to move with such swiftness and.arro-
gance against legal working class part- |
ies,

Yet the Trotskyist movement
not been singled  out for attack 3
account of its smallness, but beca
its programme is feared. A movem
threatening to disturb the caste riftd
upor which the Btormont regime un-
easily. balances, is to be feared above
evervthing else. The Stormont regime
fears not an alliance helween the
LR.A. and ihe Trotskyists, but the
passing over of the glorious Falls Road
proletariat from LR.A. utdl

faitism to

a revolutionary socialist programme.
For that we will not require to

pander to the illusions of the T.R.A,
or any other organisation which stande
apart. from and against the programme
of the revelutionary working class. We
need no -catspaws. Wa furn to the
dauntless working-class youth of the
Falis Rgad and strive to win them,
net by " nursing outworn prejudices.
bit by preclaiming the power o :
letarian methods of struggle
you and your class. The Lrish
of Workers’ International Len
mands: :

1. That the internees he releas
brought to trial.

2. The repeal’of the Special Powers
Acts.

3. A united front of all working class
organisations ‘against the arbitrarv
rule of the police. )

" - Robert Armstrong,
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Below we reproduce part of a letter
from Bob Armstrong who was de-
tained withowut charge or trial for 18

days by the Belfast police and then

released. = The letter was posied by
Adr Mail on Jenuary 23rd and only
reached our London office on Februdry
11th. No doubt the police hesitated
about allowing this letter to be trams-
mitted at all, for the conditions which

- . it wreveals wunder the Regime in
Northern Ireland are a picture of the
worst type of police dictatorship

Iimown only in the most backward

countries of Europe.
'CRUMLIN ROAD JAIL

There are approximately 600 prison-
ers in Crumlin Road jail about 300 of
~ whom are serving sentemces—probably

two-thirds of these sentenced prison-

ers being 1.R.A. men. The remaining

300 are interned, and there are more
than 200 other internees in Derry Jail.

It is estimated that tens of thousands

have been detained since the war.

internments are made under a clause
in the Special Powers Act stating that
.such #nd such 9. person has given
grounds for reagonable suspicion that
he or she has acted or is about to act
it ‘a manner prejudicial to the peace.
' This is the Stormont egnivalent of the
Japanese ‘‘dangerons thoughts’’ Act.
Not a few of the internees assert that
t#ey have never belonged to a political
organisation in their lives.

THE LR.A.

It was during my sejouirn in Crumlin
“that the Chief of Staff of the T.R.A.
‘and three of his associates staged their
spectacular get-away from the mniost
heavily guavded prison in the British
Isles,  The drama of this escape was
heightened by a black-type " R.U.C.
advertisement . .in . the press offering
£3.000 reward to-anyone supplying in-
formation leading to.the ‘arrest of any
one of thése men, - The greatest man-
~ hunt in Ulster history is under way.
The relentless, unending: war between

the R.U.C. and the I.R. A has pro-

vided all the highlights in Ulster pol-
itics during. the .past  twenty  yesdrs.
" The fearlessness of -martyred republi-
cans such as Tom Williams has almost
Jlegendary fame. The T.R./A. is almost
100 per cent proletarian~in composition;
its great Treservoir of strength being
the Belfast Falls Road area,  The more
petit-bourgeois Eire section is but a
feeble reflection of the Northern move-
ment. Yet it advocates no social policy
~whatsoever, for it considers itself to be
ot in any sense a political party, but
purely and simply an army. Its sole

daim  is to expel foreign imperialism

All
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from Treland.  In 1939 it declared war
_on Britain. When the world war bepan
«it welcomed Germany as an ally in the
commaon struggle. 3 3
The prevailing cult’ of national-
socialist . 1deology within the TR A,
would vanish like a cloud of smoke at
the first signs of a  British-German
coneord . All nations and movements
are judged in accordance with  their
attitude to Britain. ~Yet for all that
not a 'single British soldier has suff-
ered injury as the hands of the L.R.A.
since 'the: war began. . The reason 1s
clear enough.  Despite its protentious
claims - the: LRIA., being. incapablé ! of
invoking an appeal outside the nat-
ionalist  areas, canmnot rise . beyond
small-seale . skirmishing tactics..  To
deal with this the R.U.C., one of the
most  highly trained police forces in
the world, is adequate. Even if, by a
miracle, it sucreeded in ‘overcoming its
unmediate enemy, it is madness to be-
lieve that the 1.R.A. could defeat the
British army, and most certainly Brit-
ain wonld not passively surrender the
. l’ig‘!ﬁ; to. garrisen Treland. = -
. _Toe refute this argument republicans
~oeite the snceesstil olfcome for the
South of the Black-and-Tan war. But
this struggle succeeded enly because
the reyvolutionary ferment in the Brit-
ish: working class prevented the Llovd
George Government from embarking
upon a large-scale regular war against
¢ Ireland. - The preat Russisn revolution
had kindled a flaming love of liberty
throughont the world, and not least in
Britain. | Without this the heroism of
the Trish people in 1921 would have
proved -unavailing. . Only the revolu-

tionary movement of the British and

Irish . working ¢lass can  finally  free
Ireland from imperialist rule.  But the
I.R.A. as vet cannot understand this,
Nor is this accidental. For the amaz-

ing: virility of @ historically outmoded-,

form of struggle is due, not mainly to
the dead weight of tradition, but to the
shameless collaboration  with imperial-
ism" of parties masquerading as social-

-vist, 'the Stalinists and the Labourites,
who compromise working class methods
at every step and engender .a con-
tempt for socialism,

Discriminated against st every step,
the Catholic working-class vouth are
forced “into ‘the struggle. Sore than
a: third of ‘the Six-County poepulation
belong to ‘the solealled ' “‘minority’’.

The™ Stormont  Government sits on a -

powder magazine. . If it released its
weight. it would be blown sky-high.
But, so long as it sits tight, the weight
of the R.U.C: is adequate; and kept
under control the IL.R.A. has pgreat
uses. - For the protestant workers,
conscious though they be of their mem-

~ Police | Regime' in Ndrthe:fti ﬂl_l‘eland
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bership of the downtrodden class in the
general capitalist set-up, are also
keenly aware of their privileged caste
position. . They fear; and with good
foundation, that a victory of the I.R-A.
woitld place ‘them in the position of a
persecuted  minority: for, no matter
how.much the T.B.A_ declaims sectar-
ianism, the fact 1s that, basing itself
on ‘the degencrate capitalisk svstem,
it eould not prevent the uynleashing of
anti-protestant. pogroms at the first
signg of mass unemployment. :

WHY THE TROTSKYISTS ARE
UNDER FIRE

It is-axiomatic to Marxists that the
weaker agovernment's mass basis is,
the stronger its apparatus of repression
muist be, . The R.U.C is the real gov-
ernment of Northern Ireland, and D. 1.
Moffatt, reputed by some to be the
most astute police 'chief 'in Furope,
oeciipies~ the umnigue * position  outside
the purely fascist countries and the
US.5.R.. of being 'better known, at
least in the national areas, than most
cabinet ministers. It is the tremend-
ous material and legal powers enjoyed
by the Ulster police that enables them
to move with such swiftness and.arro-
gance against legal working class part-
ies. :

Yet the Trotskyist movement ¥
not “been’ singled " out for attack 4
account of its smallness; but bec
its programme-is feared. ‘A moveme
threatening to disturb the caste ri
upon. which the Stormont regime un-
easily, balances, is to be feared above
evervthing else.” The Stormont regime
fears ‘mot -an alliance  between the
I:R.A. and the Trotskyists, but the
passing over of the glorious Falls Road
proletariat from TLR.A. utdianism to
a revolutionary soeialist programme.

For that we. will not require to
pander to the-illusions of the T.R.A.
or any other-organisation which stands
apart. from and against the programme
of the revelutionary working class; We
need no fcatspaws. . We turn to the
dauntless . working -elass youth of the
Falls Rgad and strive to win them,
not. hy " nursing | outworn - prejudices.
but by proclaiming the power -
letarian methods  of struggle
Yyou and your class, The lris
of ‘Weorkers’ International Tea
mands: :

1. That the  internees be  relea
brought to trial, :
2..The  repeal “of the ‘Special Powers

Acts. E '
3.. A unmited fromt of all working class

organisations against. the arbitrarv
rule of the police. . : ¥

- Robert Armstrong,
18 Brookvale Ave., Belfast.
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