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Students Picket Woolworth's Across the Nation: .Report_s pp. 3, 4, 5, 8/

YS TOURS THE SOUTH:

- brecht,

- Woolworth's.

Scuthern Students
Base Success on

Youth Leadership

by Jim Lambrecht
{Two sociulists are presently touring the South to see for

themselves what the mood of the
YSA National Secretary.
Vice-Presidential candidate.

have visited Virginie aend will go to
North Carolina, Tennessee. Georgia, Alubama. and South Caroling.
If time allows, they will veach Mississippt and Louisiana.

Southern students is. Jim Lam-
and Myra Tanner Weiss, SWP

The

following article was written after just one day of touring.) |

FPETERSBURG, Va., April

~downtown Richiond is a very somber business—the opposite

of the noisy, button-wearing

19—Picketing Thalhimer’s ini'

campaigns at the northern

There were three Negroes on the line. A young

cop watched them thread their way through the predomi—:

nantly white crowd; he patted

the head of the large leather

harnessed German Shepherd at his side and looked aL me.
“Are you a veporter?” “Yes” He nodded.

“So far the cops have been pro-=
tectine us,” said one picketer. an
unemployed worker. “Why are
there so few of you?” I asked.
cExams are on now, the students
are working hard. But three arve
enough.”™

The others. a hoy and a girl,
were students at Virginia Union
University «VUU», As I paused to
write in my notebook a
woman stopped beside ‘me-—she
was very old, her face purpled
with  liver  spots—and  shouted
suddenly: “You look like such a
nice boy! Now how can you dare
to look another white persen in
the face!” I said "We have a dif-
ference of opinion.” *‘Difference
of opinion! I have lived here for
30 years!”

At the curb, white high school
students of hoth sexes gathered:
to wait for their bus. They were
dircetly in the path of the girl
picketer. She stared straight
ahead as she approached the edge :
of the group. Just as this point
they divided to let her through

.and after she had passed through

they drew together again, still
talking and laughing to ecach
other. They did not speak to her
or look at her. It was as if she did
not exist.

“The boycott is over 80 per cent

-effective among Negroes. I'm sup-
posed to be the picket captain,”

said Mr. Carter of the Richmond
NAACP. “but some days there are |

white ;

'picketing here,

150 students down at Thalhimer's
and other days there are three.
Last Thursday 50 white students
joined the line from Union Theo-
lozical  Seminary, and I don’'t
know who organized them. "Say,” |
he laughed, pointing to his copy
of the Richmend Times Dispatch,
“did vou read what Hany Tru-
man  said—that maybe therve's
Communists behind the sit-ins?
If that is so, there must be a lot
of Communists down here, all
over the colleges, a Jot of Com-
munists!” |

At VUU that afternoon Myra
Tanner Weiss and I interviewed
Frank Pinkston, one of 34 Negro
students arrested Feb. 22 for sit- |
ting-in at Thalhimer's. Frank is
a quiet stocky man of 20. a theol-
ogv majot.

®@.—You organized sit-ins at «a
number of different lunch count-
ers. didn’t you? Why was Thal-
himer's the only store (o call the

cops?
A.—That was the second day.,
After the first day all the store

owners held a meeting and de-!
cided that Thalhmer’s should be
the one. When we came nto town |
Feb. 22, only Thalhimer’s was
open and there were police every-
where. When we sat down they
arrvested us.

Q—After eight weeks of daily
how do the stu-
tContinued on Page 8)

The sixth anniversary of the

1987, NY.C. 1.

All Out on May 17!

gation decision will bring forth a rash of student protests against
Woolworth’s which will shake up the entire country.

The New York Youth Committee For Integration will stage
a march on the chain’s national headquarters on that day. It will
then present thousands. of signatures of people from throughout
the country pledging to boycott Woolworth’s until the chain serves
and seats all customers. The youth will carry the petitions of any
group in any area in the country which wishes to present them.
Petitions can be obtained by writing to the committee, G.P.O. Box

Students on every campus in the North can make this day
stand out in American history by closing down every Woolworth
store in a day of nationwide picketing.

Supreme Court’s school desegre-

 eight

"provement over

" vention
- that convention, where every po-
- litieal deciston was tabled, whlch\ his recent natlonwxde tour for Lhel
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PHILADELPHIA CONFERENCE:

'DETROIT PICKETS: Wayne University and high s-heel students picket

Young Socialists Launch

by

Aftcr nearly fow

Martha Curti
vears of intense activity, and after

two ang

a half years of publication of the YOUNG SOCIALIST, a nationwide
revolutionary socialist youth organization—the Young Socialist Al-

liance—has been established.

Occurring in the midst of thex

most ertensive outburst of student
political activity since the 1930’s.'

more than anythmv else. was the
impetus driving these comrades

the Founding Conference of the | out of the YPSL and toward the

YSA, held in Philadelphia April
15-17. was mavrked throughout by
a great excitement and serious-
ness of purpose.

More than 100 delegates.

supporters and friends attended | cordingly.
delegates | National
;ranged in age from 16 to 31. Over ! way in his Political Report:
| two-thirds of them were students
" from 16 colleges. five high schools
“and two grade schools. Every ma-

the conference. The

jor ¥YS club was represented. with
delegates from the Bay
Area, Los Angeles, and Seattle.
The age level of the delegates, the

the Dectroit Con-
ference of ¥YS Supporters in De-
cember, 1958,

EX-YPSL DELEGATES

Three of the delegates had
been delegates at the YPSL con-
last September; it was

YS.

| The concept which dominated

YS | and must gauge our

|

larger ratio of students to non-
students, and the geographical |
Crepresentation  all are an im- !

all the sessions was that we stand
at the beginning of a new period
activity ac-
Jim Lambrecht. YSA
Secretary, put it this

“The new element in the
present period is the develo-
ment of a student milien
into a student movement.
This development is not yet
total and complete—tihe stu-
dent body as a whole is not
vet scized with a motivation
to action. It is not just the
sit-in movement; Dbut a
growth of interest on
campus in a variety of is-
sues, that mark the present
as an oasis in the desert of
silence foisted on the
campus by the witchhunt.”

ambrecht illustrated this
Lhe&s with several examples from

--Steve TFox
a downtown Woolworth store,

lovement

growth of anti-fraternity
like SLATE at Univ. of
Calif. on a number of campuses;
growth of socialist discussian
clubs; and in the past few months
the civil rights struggle which is
reflected on every campus, along
wtth  heightened struggles on
other issues. (See State University
of Iowa story, page8.)

The

YS: a
parties

past period. Lambrecht
stated, was one in which social-
ists were recruited in ones and
twos, largely on the basis of so-
cialist ideas. Now we are begin-
ning to reach people on the basis
of our activity, of our leadership
in struggle. It was our emphasis

' on our ideas, our respect for them,

that enabled us to gather the
forces and huild the organization
capable of intervening in periods
of greater political ferment

WHERE WE STAND

The most fundamental decision
taken by the conference was the
adoption of a basic political state-
ment. “Where We Stand.” (For
entire text of statement, see page
6. This is the document that
explains the political nature of
the YSA; it expresses the prin-
ciples that a person who wishes
to join the YSA must accept.

(Continued on Page 7)
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T

arine Capt. vs. Radical Student

> true diaiogde I

In Octuber an

ted a letter of resignation from NROTC on political and versonal reasons.
January YS.) He began immediately to agitate for socialism, pacifism, and against ROTC,
and in so doing aroused the attention of the ROTC cofficials.

In February Price received order to repor?

ex-Marine, Oregon State College student named Truman Price submit-

(See Jetter in

(¢cn the same day) to the ‘Eugene, Oregon§

Marine Reserve Unit. The following is the text of a dlseussmn betwecn this student & nd thn.

Marine Captain at the unit:

Captain—"Just what are these
‘political reasons you mentioned
Jor your withdrawal, Price?”

Price—"I feel that our over-
rmphasized  military  system s
Pgding us directly toward war
with Russia or a police state or
both."”

Captain—"You realize vou had
a contract with the Navy?”

Irice—"I feel it was my duty
i0 break that contract, as loudly
as T could, sir.”

Captain—"Wecell. you realize yvour
obiigation is not yet complete.
You'll have to be transferred to
ihe Ready Reserve.”

Price—"Oh, God. I thought that
my obligation was finished, Any-
way, I still intend to protest. and
will appeal my new status. May 1
have tire order numbers?”

Captain—"This appcal
do you any good, Price.
wen't grant it.”

Price—""That is probably correct
sir. May I have the order num-
uers?’ .

Captain—'"You realize the ap-
peal will take a lot of time, Price.
In the meantime you'd better go
1o the reserve meetings.”

Price—"Thank you for
vice. sir.”

Captain-—"I{ you miss the meet-
ings, youll get in a lot of trouble.

won't
They

the ad-

You'd better po. starting next |
Wednesday night. Then send in

your appeal afterwards.”

At tios point Price pulled out a
Inrahook for CO's and turned to |

scction on Life in Prison. He
Diean reading. The Captain, dis-
mayed. tooked oncer more thirough
e manual.

Captain—ccafter  several mim-
ntvsy “Well, maybe it means vou
should  be  transterred to  the
SHtandby Reserve—no duty.”

Price—That’s what I thought,
sir, May 1 have the order numi-
bers?”

Siience.

Price is still waiting to see what
will happen.

YSA Launches $ 1200 Fund € ampaign

by Sherry Finer

At its recently concluded found-
ing conference delegales repre-
senting Young Socialist Alliance
chios from all across the country
discussed owr work and the role
thz YOUNG SOCIALIST has
played in it. It was clear
the regular publication of the
paper and the line it has taken

on innumerable crucial issues has | Trailblazers into the ticid stomp-

t

F

i

that ;

. -

G.PAYNE

“Youth, Bah! Why can’t pecple be old to begin with?"

Defend the Cuban Revolution!

The founding Conference of the Young Socialist Alliance
hails the Cuban Revolution for the progress made in freeing Cuba
from U.S. imperialist domination and in Jadvancing the social
interests of the Cuban workers, peasants and students.

As voung people we feel a special solidarity with the youth
of Cuba who have bheen in the forefront of the liberation of their |
country.

We will have no part of the current campaign of vilification
of the Cuban Revolution in the American press. We oppose the
aggressive policies of the U.S. State Department towards the |!
Cuban people. President Eisenhowelr's accusation that Dr. Castro
has betraved the ideals of a revolution the American government
did its best to prevent from occurring and once it occurred did
its best to undermine, will be taken by all thinking vouth in this
countrs for what 1t is—the grossest hypocrisy.

The assembled delegates, representing students and young
people throughout the United States and from a number of the
largest Ammerican universities, pledge this organization to utilize
its newspaper. the YOUNG SOCTALIST. and its forces on college
and high school campuses to tell the tiuith to American young
people about the Cuban Revolution. We have no cdoubt that once
American youth leain the truth of what is happening in Cuba
they will support the progressive aims of this revolution and op-
pose the policies of the U.S. State Department.

~—passed unanimously

. April 16, 1960

ing for the Socialist Workers
Party presidential ticket, to sell
literature, and to speak out on the
issues facing us today.

been an indispensible tool in
building a revolutionary socialist
youth movement in America for
the first time in over thirty years.

We evaluated the past in order )
to plot our future. Here are some Also. and very important. we .
of the highlights of our activity: | /¢ Presently conducting a sub-
seription drive for the YOUNG

At this moment Jim Lambrecht
is touring the South tsee page 1».
During 1960 we intend to send

SOCIALIST to continue the in-
crease in our circulation.

All these activities are neces-
sary adjuncts to the publication

ZALTIMORE: Socialist Swtudy Group. A
Robert Kaufman, 2730 Reistertown Rd.
LA 3-3703.

BRRKELLY-QAXKLAND: Young Socialist
Alliance. P.O. Box 265 Berkeley. TH

1560,

BOSTON: Young Socialist Alljance. 1318
Commonwealth Ave, ApL. 7, Boston,
Nass.

CHICAGO:  Young Soctalist  Alliance,
Hiveeh 438 3t James Pl EA 7-9810.

DENVER: Young Socialist Club., Box 724.

DETROIT: Young Socialist Commitiee,
3730 Wooedward.

TAST LANSING: Young Soclalist
Michigan State Universitv.

Clu‘).

E NEWW HAVEN: George Orwell Forum,
Yale University.
1OWA:  Socialist  Discussion Club. ¢ /o

Fon Radosh, 325 8. Dubuque, Iowa City,
LOS ANGELES: Young Socialist, Box
2615, Terminal Annex. LiA. 54,
MANISON,  Wis.:  Wisconsin  Saclalist
Club. ¢ o Judy Boxandal, 1024 Clyvmer
Pl Madison,
ATLWAUKEE:

Young Socialist  Club.

YOUNG SOCIALIST CLUB LIST

We print the following club list us an aid for those in-
terested in organized socialist activity:

l

of the YOUNG SOCIALIST for we
must combine our action with our I
printed work to make our convic- |}
tions meaningful. i

These all require money. We

!;13';'”: Kustner 2591 N Frederick Ave., are now conducting our Spring!
MONTREAL: MeGill Uahversity Socfarise | | {UDG drive. It is necessary for us
Socicty, McGil Student Union. 640 | | to raise $1.200 this spring to help
Sherbrooke 8t., W. Rocial Demoeratic . s
Club, Sir George Williams  College, | | €OVeY the cost of the publication
1435 Drumond. of the YS. We are asking you,
NEW JORK CITY. Young Sociaiisi Al- || our readers, to help us in this
OBENLIN, Ohio: Onerlin Sociniist Ciub, fund drive. And we are asking
Qberling Collepe. you because we feel sure that you
PUYT ADFIPPTIA - Vians Sucialist Club,

share with us the conviction that
the paper will continue and grow
and that this is necessary. Politi-
cally our balance sheet for the
past period registers credits only.
Now we must take care of the
financial side of thiat sheet. Please
help us by sending contributions
to: Y8, P.O. Box 471, Cooper Sta.,
NY. 3 NY.

| Phelps, 216 N. 35 Streeb

PORTIAND Ore: Facus, Reed Collepe

SAN FPRANCISCO: Younp Socialist Al
liance. ¢ /0 Mattingly. 4077-A 18th St.,
San Franctsco,

TWIN CITIES: Young Socialist Alliance.
822 9th Ave. So.. Minneapolis 4, Minn.
FE B8-2158.

TORONTO, Ontario: Young Socialist Al-
lJance, Bl Queen St. W.

TROY Maine: John R. Paton. Troy. Me.

YELLOW SPRINGS. Ohto: Bocialist Dis-

cusston Cluh. Antioch College.

~who lost a loved one in that same action,
cgeneral are getting an answer

| these photos. .
| husband, shot down by the police at Sharpeville;

| {reedoms.
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What They Fought for .

Many of those who fought in the Korean ‘‘Dolice action,” those
and th2 American people in
that they have long sought. It is an
answer to the guestion of why we fought in tlre Korean conflict. The
answer that they get is that we fought for nothing. That is, we did
not fight for anything good. The outcome of what was allegedly a
struggle for “democracy’” as opposed to “communism’™ ended with the
maintenance in power of South Korean dictator Syngman Rhce.

The answer they get is given them by the Korean people who, led

‘ by students, have swept into the streets in demonstrations sometimes

500,000 strong to demand new elections in place of those recently held

" and synically manipulated by the Rhee machine.

The U.S. State Department said that it was watching Korean de-
velopments closely "in the hope that adeguate measures will be taken
to redress the grievances of the people.” It seems strange that the
State Department takes an interest in such matters only after the
people have taken things into thelr own hands. It might be suggested
that the State Department prove this interest by seeing that the just
grievances of the people of two other nations be resolved. The two
nations we have in mind are the Dominican Republic of dictator Tru-
jillo and Spain. the bailiwick of one Francisco Franco, dictator and
murdm'er of thousands of Spaniards.

Apartheid’s Swan Song

If there is anyone vou know who managed to remain indifferent.
to the recent cvents in South Africa. we recommend the pictures
in the April 11 ‘Life” magazine. The most profound tragedy is in
A woman. her face contorted by grief, ‘weeps for her
a grim line of
mourners stands over the coffins eof their murdered friends. But
twrn the page—there is much mioxe than tragedy here. In the defiant
faces ol young African workers there is something that shines out
to light a hope in the heart of all who deeply identify with the
South African people in their struggle for the most elementary human
The heroism, the indomstable will to struggle against
oppression shown hy thousands upon thousands of Negro South
Africans in the face of machine guns, arbitrary arrest. and deporta-
tion to distant places of exile, are evidences of the finest qualitics of
the numan spirit—bnt they also aie more than that. What is hap-
pening in South Africa is the thunderclap heralding the finat stormy
setrling of accounts between the African people and imperialism.

The present South African state is the creation of British im-
perialism. Since the Boer War at the end of the 19th century vast
fortuncs from the gold and diamond mines have flowed ouf of the
country. and these diamonds and gold have been mined by virtual
slave labor—African slave labor. Until after the Second World War,
when the present fanatically segregationist Afrikaner government
took power, South Africa was ruled by the pro-British United Party.
But the two Furopean parties always have seen eye-to-eye on the
bhasic doctrine of white supremacy: and well they might, for their
entire economy is founded on the super-exploitation of black labor.

But today tides of vrevolution are running strong throughout
Africa, and In country after country the imperialist ruling power
has discovered that it can hope to maintain {ts economic dominion
only by vyielding in good time political independence to the native
“elite.” The permanent exception is South Africa, where the size
and nature of the European minority make this established tactic
unworkable. Even if British and South African big business were to
succeed in shaking off the death grip of the agrarian Boer apartheid
fanatics it would he willing and able to grant but few and insub-
stantial reforms. Meanwhile, the evolution of the colonial werld im-
poses ever more strongly on South Africa the status of international
pariah.

It is this new international reality which brought about the
recent UN. Security Council 9-0 vote condemning the racist policies
of the South African government. Unaccompanied by real action,
such a vote represents mainly the hypocrisy of the Great Powers,
and particularly of the U.S. For the past 14 years the South African
governiment has consistently and openly defied United Nations de-
cisions by its annexation of Southwest Africa, supposedly a U.N. Trust
Territory. Not once in all that time, and not now, either, has the
U.S. or any of its “Free World” allies proposed actual measures
against their South African associate; and yet there can be no doubt
that economic sanctions would quickly cause the collapse of the
South African economy and consequently of the present government.
The refusal to take such action, in spite of the overwhelming legal
basis for it, is a sign of tacit complicity.

The movement of colored peoples for national and human free-
doms has become an irresistable historic force—the Boer attempt to
beat it back is heading straight to a civil war of unexampled vio-
lence. This disaster can still be avoided; but- only if the struggle of
the South African people receives speedy and effective help from the.
workers and youth of the Western nations.



May., 1960

YOUNG SOCIALIST

Page 3

PICKET WEEKLY:

NYC Students Plan

by Nora Roberts

The New York Youth Commit-
tee for Integration announced
plans to stage a march on Wool-
worth’s nation al headquarters
here May 17. The youth commit-
tee has issued petitions pledging
signers to boycotf the chain until
it discontinues its discriminatory
practices in the South. The group
will present the signhatures to
store officials on the sixth anni-
versary of the Supreme Court’s
desegregation ruling.

New York students are urged to
join the youth committee at the
Woolworth building following the
proposed rally in New York City's
garmentf, district, which was called

by A. Phillip Randolph, head ofI

the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car
Porters.

The youth comunittee has been
the one student group to main-
tain picketing of Woolworth stores
since its first picket line at 34th
Street, Saturday, March 5. High
school and college students
from throughout the city continue
to mobilize at 34 Street to form
the largest, most militant picket
lines Woolworth’s confronts.

Each week, aboul 200 young
yeople march in front of the 34th
St. store, armed with posters and
leaflets, singing, chanting, and
calling to passers-by to “pass ‘em
by.” Although the picketers are
confined behind police barricades,
their enthusiam is not to be
stifled. As is to be expected, pick-
ets in the middle of town are
not as effective as those in Har-
fem. The youth committee feels,
bowever, that it is extremely ur-
gent to reach the white com-
munity with the demands of the

Negro people and malke the entire |

city aware of the
Woolworth's bigotry.

TV newscaster Gabe Pressman
asked one Negro woman coming
out the store what she thought of
the picketers. “I think they're
wonderful.” she replied. When he
asked her why, then, she was
shopping at Woolworth's, she an-
swered, “Ob, I wasn’'t shopping.
I iust went in to look around.
wouldn't buy anything from
Lhem.”

atrocity of

COrS' CAPER
Police found their firsl means
of retaliation against the picket-

ers at the sixth line on Saturday, |

April 18. ¥red Mazelis. NYYCPFI
chdairman, and John Boldt, a
member of the group’s steer-

I

. ing committee. were issued sum-
monses, charged with '‘soliciting
money without a permit.” The
charge was based on the fact that
the two were accepting money from
people signing the “Boycott Wool-
worth’s” petition which they wete
circulating. The summonses were
not issued until after memibers of
the committee had already de-
feated the cops on another frong,
having won their right to distrib-
ute leaflets directly in front of
the store’s doors. The sargeant on
duty told Mazelis that he was
issuing the summonses as a means
of retaliation in his anger at the
cops’ earlier defeat.
N.Y. SIT-IN

Over 30 young people partici-
pated in the area’s first actual
sit-in at the major store’s Juncn
counler April 2 while 300 more
picketed in a demonstration of
solidarity with the students in the
| South and a means of hitting
| Woolworth's profits for the day.
Not wanting to cut into the pay
of the store’s low paid waltresses,
however, the students raised
$11.75 in lieuw of tips.

The students sitting in were
orcerly and sat reading and chat-
ting among themselves. They
drank water, but ordered nothing
from the store, not wanting to
break the boycott. However, there
was a tremor of excitement all
along the counter and a clamor
from those picketing outside who
wanted to participate in the ac-
tion. The demonstration received
front »age coverage in the N.Y.
Times, the N.Y. Herald Tribune,
the Journal American and a pic-
ture spread in the Daily News,
The N.Y. Post published a scath-
ing attack on the sit-ins, calling
it “not a non-violent demonstra-
tion” led by ‘an obstrictionist
oroup.’’

‘May 17 March on Wool

%

NYC LINE: Students of the New York Youth Committee for Integra-
tion picket 34th St. Woolworth’s with Amalgamated Laundry Workers.

of the members of the original
organizing committee of the
NYYCFI collapsed under the|

i pressure brought down by the of-

fiicaldom of the Negro organiza-
tions. These people decided to dis-
band Lhe three week old youth
committee, afraid of an on-
slaught of red-baiting. Those who
wishzd  to continue, however,
joined with the vast majority of
the students who had been pick-
eting and who bad continually
expressed their desire to maintain
the fight against Woolworth's.
Those who walked ouf, left a
movement of over 300 youth to
find themselves in’ conference
rooms discussing how to mobilize
campus student offiicals to do
something or other sometime in

the undefined futuve.

That Randolph’s main concern
is to close down any independent
movement not completely under
his direct control is evidenced in
his relations with his own youth.
Follewing a vrally in Harlem
March 26 at which the Negro
leader, backed by CCNY Presi-
dent, Bueil Gallagher, launched
his attack on the youth commit-
tee, charging it with “Communist
and YOUNG SOCIALIST domi-
nation,” a new youth committee
was established. This comunittee,
the Metropolitan Students for
Non-Violent Civil Rights Action,
backed bv Randolph, Martin
Luther King. Jr.. the NAACP, and
CORE, proceeded to do absolutely
nothing for threc weeks. In that

worth's

§ 1 period, the NYYCFI stabilized its
: | picketing of the 34th St. Wool-

worth store and grew to a line of
over 200 participants.

| The Metropolitan Students fi-

nally held their first and so far,
their last picket line at 50th St.
April 8 and drew about 10 stu-
dents, none of whom were Negro.
The New York Youth Committee
for Integration sent a delegation
to strengthen the 50th St. line
but were forced off the line by
the police who were requested to
do so by Metropolitan Students
picket captain, Bert Weinstein.
Farlier in the day the picket lead-
¢ nac urged tine arrest of YS
salesman, L{in Freeman. Even
Weinstein's action, however, has
not allayed Randolph's fear of
independent youth; he is now side
stepping the student group he
himself established and is con-
ducting the majority of his youth
appeals through the Committee
to Defend Martin Luther King.
CORE has tried to conduct a
similar campaign against the New
York Youth Committee for Inte-
.gration, but the combination of
its lack of real influence in New
York and its overwhelming fear
of militancy makes it almost com-
pletely impotent in its attempt to
scuttle the youth movement.
NO LOYALTY OATHS
The Youth Committee issued a
stalement to all groups involved
in picketing stating its willingness
to struggle against Woolworth's
discriminatory policies with any-
one and everyone: no qualifica-
| tions nor loyalty oaths will be im-
posed. The vouth group is one of
(Continued on Page 8)

Woolworth's Business Down in Philly‘

‘I'he militant action and youth- |

ful audacity of the N.Y. Youth
Committee is what has brought
down the wrath of the adult, more
staid community in the person
of A. Philip Randolph, Bayard
Rusiin and the Congress of Racial
Equality. The attack, led by Ran-
dolph, against an independent
formation of youth struggling for
integration has taken the form
of a vicious red-baiting campaign
with the intention of forcing the
New York Youth Commiitee for
Integration to fold up.

Randolph was nearly success-
1 in his efforts when a majority

‘fu

ioron;to S-ociazlists ?Ian Extemsion

Of Anti-Jim Crow

by Jeff Faulkner
TORONTQ, Ont.—The first
demonstratior. in  Canada sup-
porting the struggles of Negro

students in the Southern United |

States took place here on Sat.,
March 26. Over 30 demonstrators
showed their solidarity by picket-

ing the major Woolworth's store’

in this city, located at the main
donwtown intersection of Queen
and Yonge streets.

For some two hours they
raded in front of the store carry-
ing placards that read "We Sup-
porl Southern Students.” "“Wool-
worth’'s Denies Southern Negroes
Right {o Eat.” “Enc Woolworth's
Southern Apartheid.” and “Egual
Rigiis for All Customers in North
and South.”

A number of passers-by joined
in the demonstration. carvrying
signs and helping to distribute
leaflets to olher passers-by. Al-
though a boycott was
tempted. many people refused to
enter the store.

Although the press almost com-
pletely blacked out the demon-
stration, the widely listened-to

pa- |

not at-

Demonstrations

radio station CHUM gave it 2 half
dozen ‘spot’ news announcements,
thus furthering the aims of the
| demonstration.

was organized by the Toronto
Y.S.A. in cooperation with the
Socialist Educational League.
Several students responded to a
leaflet distributed to some of the
downtown high schools. Several
Negro organizations were
proached to help in enlarging the
demonstration, but were not pre-
pared to do so on short notice.

This picket lme has laid the
ground-work for future activities.
Plans are under way Lo repeat the
demonstration. Efforls are being
maac to {orm a commiltee that
will include all individuais and or-
ganizations sympathizing with the
Negro students.

Discrimination in Canada will
not end until it does in the United
States. For that reason. politi-
cally conscious Canadians solid-
arize themselves with thye heroic
struggles of the Negro students
to win the rights that are at

J present denied them.

The March 26 demonstration

|

ap- |

by Mack Davis

PHILADELPHIA—Picketing of
Woolworth stores by the Phila-
delphia Youth Committee Against
Segregation (PYCAS) in support
of Southern sit-in strikes entered
it ninth consecutive week on
Sat.. April 16.

The size of the demonstrations
in Philadelphia has been impres-
sive from the start. From 40 pick-
ets at one store on the first week,
the PYCAS was able to expand
its forces to about 100 at" three
stores on March 19. The line in |
the center of town on March 26,
attracted about 85 participants
alone. This offered an impressive
spectacle for passers-by; the sing-
ing and chanting could be heard|
blocks away. Although a number
of plainclothesmen were on hand,
there were no incidents despite
considerable provocation {rom
hostile individuals. There was,
however, an order from the po-
lice forbidding the picketers to
carry signs on sticks.

It is at the neighborhood stoves,
however, that the action has
proven most effective in hurting
business, an jimportant reason
why the Committee does not wish
to neglect activity at these stores.

On March 19, lor example, it
was estimated that business at
one store was cut down by 50

per cent and al the other two
by from 85 to 90 oer cent.
Other groups hegan o picket

in the city for the first time on
March 26, the sixth week of ac-;
tion by the PYCAS. On that day
a pacifist group, organized hy.
Fellowship House, covered two
stores in Negro and Puerto Rican
districts in North Philadelphia.
This group maintains silent picket
lines and requires participants to
take a pledge of non-self-defense
in case of physical attack. A
couple of YPSLs who had pre-
viously been active in the PYCAS

joined the pacifist line and now
say they favoy this type of pickel-
ing.

In addition. a eroup from the
NAACP al ‘Temple iniversity
took care of a store in the Ger-
mantown section of the citv. The
group trid to exclude a young
high school student who is a YS
supporter on the grounds that he
was not a member of the spon-
soring organization.

NSA CALLS MEET

The National Student Associa-
tion called a meeting for Tuesday,
March 29 ot Temple University.
for the purpose of forming a city-
wide coordinating committee of
all’ “responsible” groups partici-
pating in the movement.

The PYCAS was represented by
two delegates. Paul DeBrul, Pres-
ident of NSA and a National
Committee member of YPSL,
hoped to exclude from the
organization any ad hoc commit-
tees composed of ‘‘irresponsible”
types, who ‘“‘although well mean-
ing, could spell the ‘kiss of death’
to the movement.” Among those
who spoke for an all-inclusive
committee were Charles Love, a
pacifist representing Fellowship
House, and Walt Sullivan, Re-
gional President of the National
Federation of Catholic Colleges,
the latter pointing out that the
right of scif-defense was a free-

| dom hard won by Amevicans. In

the outcome the PYCAS was in-
cluded in the comimittee, thus in-
suring a voice to those who are
for self defense.

At the above meeting the Com-
mission on Human Relations ad-
vised all groups not to picket on
April 2 hecause of the racial ten-
sion in, Philadelphia. They were
referring to the clashes in South
Philadelphia between groups of
white and Negro teen-agers which
culminated in a fatal stabbing

new |

1on Murch 21, The PYCAS and
CORE resolved to picket in any
‘ case, while Fellowship House and
| Temple NAACP decided to follow
the Commission’s advice and not
| bicket. To be sure, the integrated
! demonstrations. as the experience
of the previous week had alveady
shown, actually helped combat
the tension in the city by a dis-

Iplay of racial solidarity.

Some  revealing facts and in-
sight concerning the demonstra-
tions were obtained in an inter-
view with Ameila Brown. a Negro
co-ed at Temple University, who
is one of the most active partici-
pants in the movement. The fol-
lowing are some highlights from
this interview, conducted on
March 30;

Q. How many times have you
been picketing?

A. Five times, all except one.

Q. How was the spirit among
the picketers, as far as you could
see? Has enthusiasm grown since
the movement began?

A. The enthusiasm has always
been high and has been increas-
ing steadily.

Q. Whal was the general reac-
tion of passers-by concerning the
demonstrations?

A. Some people came by and
said, "Were with vou. you're do-
ing all right.” Others made un-
favorable remraks. such as, “What
has this to do with me?”

Q. Did you experience any un-
pleasant incidents?

A. Only last Saturday. when
someone said to a white picketer,
“What are you doing aiding these
niggers?” No one abused me per-
sonally.

Q. What future do you see in
store for the movement?

A. T feel optimistic about it. T
think the movement will continue
to grow and that our educational
facilities will improve.

-
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HARPUR COLLEGE:

College President Fails

To Prevent

by Pele Silverman

ENDICOTT, N.Y.—Harpur Col-
leve 18 not an  extremely  well
known  institute of learning: it
was created in 1948, a Liberal arls
college. part of the State Univer-
sity of New York. During the past
12 years Harpur and its students
have quietly gone about their
business in as unobtrusive and
conservative manner as possible.
On campus are Young Democrat
and Young Republican clubs and
a student government which pass-
es dress regulations and comes
out occasionally withh a ‘radical’
gecision, such as a recent con-
demnation of the Loyalty Oath.

But last month something hap-
penced at Harpur: something vari-
ously called “wonderful,” “awful”
and “unbelievable.” Harpur sud-
denly emerged frlom the sloth of
12 years to an amazingly lively
state, lively in the sense that the
student body was really ‘“‘worked
up’ about a national issue as it
had never been before.

The whole thing began when
a few Socialists on campus got
together and decided that the lo-
cal Woolworth 'stores should be
picketed. in support of southern
Negro sit-ins.

word of the planned picketing
spread like radiation and within
two days practically the whole
student body knew of the plans.
Word also reached the TUnited
Student Government, which

Picketing

promptly called a six hour emer-
gency meeting. The next after-
noon the USG issued a statement
which said, in effect. that it
 would support picketing of ‘Wool-
worth's. This threw the campus
and the administration in an up-
roar, for no one, probably not
even the USG members them-
selves. expected such a move.

Suddeniy. those voices which
had never been raised above loud
| whispers weve roaring. Students
supported the picketing. students
opposed the picketing—but stu-
dents were really going at it—
vigorously.

The President of the college,
Di. Glenn G. Bartle, came out
in opposition to the picketing. of-
fering an alternative method tor
showing support of southern Ne-
groes. He suggested a fund be
started to pay fines of those Ne-

gro students jailed for demonstra- |

| ting against segregation. He start-
ed the fund off with a 10-dollar
contribution.

But it was apparenf that noth-
ing would deter the students from
“standing up and being counted.”
The ‘“ethicacy and efficacy” of
picketing had been debated over
rand over again in meetings, pub-
lic and private. The students knew
why they would picket and why it
was the best course of action. The
student government issued a
statement outlining why it would

—Gordon Schartz

HARPUR COLLEGIANS: Picketers in the small New York town brave the cold to protest discrimination.

picket. It read in part:

“It is our responsibility not only
to state whal we believe, but to
demonstrate our willingness to
lact on that belief. Picketing is an
|effective way in which the indi-
 vidual can stand up and be count-
ed for the moral stand he bhas
taken.”

PICKETS SUCCESSFUL

Nearly 150 students turned out
to picket the three local Wool-
worth stores. Picketing was car-
ried on in two shifts of two hours
each, so that there were at least
25 students at one time in front

of each of the three stores. The
demonstartion went off smooth-
ly  Surprisingly enough, even
though economic boycott was not

the primarvy aim of the pickets,
one of the Woolworth's suffered
an almost complete loss of busi-
ness during the four hour period.
Local and national press. radio
and TV coverage was excellent.
The picketing was a complete
success.

The demonstration proved one
vital thing: that the students were
not as apathetic as had been sup-
posed, all they needed to rise to

Northern Pickets Continue; Some Stores

by Ruth Aaron

Sit-in  demonstrations in the
South and the sympathy demon-
strations and boycott staged by
Northern students are affecting
the Woolworth chain and the
ptner chains which maintain dis-

crimination at their lunch coun-t
The Wall Street Journal re- |

ters.
ports that Woolworth's profits
have been cut 11 per cent since
the beginning of the demonstra-
tions.

Woolworth, Kresge, and Grant
stores have bheen forced to inte-
grate in St. Joseph and Jefferson
City. Missouri and in San Antonio
and Galveston, Texas. Stores in
Houston, Texas, and Miami, Flor-
ida, are considering similar ac-
tion. Meanwhile. the movement in
the North is continuing to grow
and expand in a concerted effort
to enforce integration through-
put the South.

BALTIMORE

Saltimore's five major depart-
ment .stores gave in to student
picketers and sit-ins and inte-
grated their lunch counters during
the week of April 17. The stores
had maintained their discrimina-
tory policies for about a week in
the face of picket lines, composed
mainly of students from Morgan
State College, a predominantly
Nezro school.

The Baltimore Youth Commit-
tee . for Integration, CORE, and
the Morgan students are main-
taining picket lines around the
cityv's Woolworth stores, urging
2 boycott of the chain until Ne-
groes are served on a non-dis-
criminatory basis in the South.

SEATTLE

Zeattle students from the Uni-
versity of Washington registered
the protest of the far North West
as they picketed Woolworth stores
in the downtown area. Picketing
te¢ by the University’s student
government began early in March.
While the Associated Students of
the University of Washington

(student government) has backed

Fdown and does not wish to con-
tinue picketing, several students
are joining togethey in an ad hoc
committee. These students have
issued a petition supporting the
Southern sit-ins.

SAN FRANCISCO

San Franciscans in an ad hoc
student commitiee have staged
continuous demonstrations in
front of the city's main Wool-
worth store. At the same time,
amployees of the five and dime
stores called a strike demanding
higher wages. After a week of
facing pickets from both sides,
the store gave in to the clerks’
demands and raised the wages.

BERKELEY

Berkeley students have come up
| against the rarely used Directives
of UC’s President Kerr, prohibit-
ing campus groups from taking
stands on  “off-campus issues.”
The Directives were used to pre-
vent the student government and
the National Student Associa-
tion’s UC chapter from sponsor-
ing a defense committee for the
Southern students. In the face of
this administration action, an ad
hoc Committee Against Racial
Discrimination was formed. The
group, however, is limiting its ae-
tion to forming a Defense Fund,
a - scholarship fund to assist the
expelled studenis, a Speaker’s
Bureau to keep the campus in-
formed, and a publicity sub-com-
mittee. No group on campus is
planning to take the most ele-
mentary and major step which
should Le taken on the issue—
. continued picketing and a boycott
| Woolworth’s campaign.

; " LOS ANGELES

- At Cal’'s Los Angeles campus
over 500 names were submitted to
the Executive <€Council, student
|govemment, of UCLA. The ad-
ministrative advisor ruled the pe-
‘tition out of order. then ruled an
EC motion to send moral support
to the South out of order. Thus,

no official action could be taken
by the Los Angeles student body.

Los Angeles youth, though, are
not to be deterred in their fight
for equality and two groups have
formed in the area. The first, the
Independent Student Union, com-
posed mainly of Los Angeles City
College students, has conducted
weekly picket lines in front of
one of the city’s downtown Wool-
worth stores.

The ISU was able to mobilize
several hundreds of students to
picket 17 Woolworth stores
throughout the sprawling city.
The Southern California Boycott
Committee, headed by a young
Negro economics major, Jesse
Morris, is conducting a line every
day in front of Santa Monica’s
Woolworth stove.

COLORADO

Denver members of the United
Packing House Union joined with
officials of the NAACP and the
Denver Youth Committee Against
Segregation to stage four picket
lines in the mile-high city. The
first picket line had the full sup-
port of all three groups. The third
Denver picket line was conducted
with greater studgnt support. but
with very few members of the
NAACP. Picketers have decided
to continue under the leadership
of the Youth Committee and to
stage their weekly picket lines
concomitant with the NAACP's
boveott campaignn. Even though
the lines are small, the picketed
stores are emptied.

The issue of radical participa-
tion hvas raised in connection
with the Denver youth commitee,
put not by any of the *“respect-
able” organizations. One person
on the commitiee, under Young
People's Socialist League influ-
ence, demanded the resignation of
all YS supporters. When they re-
fused to withdraw, the young per-
son decided he could no longer
picket with them, even though the
packing house workers felt they

could continue.
MINNEAPOLIS

Picketing Woolworth's became
a rnajor
University of Minnesota campus
with the chartering of the Stu-
dents for Intergration. The group
mobilizes over 100 students each
week in its demonstrations. The
issuc raised by the Students for
Integration has received excellent
coverage in the Minnesota Daily
and candidates for student gov-
ernment were forced to make
clear. their stand on integration
before the etection.

MILWAUKEE

Milwaukee’s first picket line in
front of a Woolworth store was
initiated by the Crusaders Civic
and Social League. This group,
row with student support, has
picketed in front of three Wool-
worth stores each Saturday since.
As the line has been composed of
from five to a dozen people, the
three stores are picketed in turn.
Many passersby have walked be-
side the picketers, and when told
of the boycott, turned away from
the store. An independent group
of about 70 students from the
Milwaukee Institute of Technol-
ogy bicketed on a Wednesday and
received mention in the local
press.

Students from the Civic League
and those from MIT are working
together to organize mass picket-
ing of students from various col-

?Ieges ancd some of the high
schools.
MADISON
In Madison, Wisc., the Human
Relations Committee, composed

of students of the University of
Wisconsin, received the endorse-
ment of univeristy, religious, civic,
and state authorities for its pick-
eting campaign and activities in
sympathy with the Southern sit-
ins. Despite this. there is still a
great deal of opposition on
campus fram student government

issue on Minneapolis’l

action was an issue: something to
arouse latent emotions. But the
picketing is by no means the ena
of action at Harpur college. A
Socialist club has just been form-
ed and over 100 students attend-
ed the first meeting—a good many
more than either the Young Re-
publicans or Young Democrats
could hope Lo draw. Apparently,
the students are tired of lethargy;
the socialists, regardles of wheth-
er they are right or wrong, will
serve, if nothing more, to get the
students to think about things
they had never thought about be-
fore.

Integrate

iand fraternity types. The debate
over sit-in support has therefore
become an issue in the student
election campaign.

DETROIT

Support for lunch counter de-
segregation efforts by Negro stu-
dents in the South received sym-
pathetic support in Detroit as
more than 200 pickets marched in
front of three Woolworth stores.
The Detroit Youth for Brother-
hood, which has been organizing
picketing in conjunction with the
NAACP and the Trade Union
Leadership Council, has had Lo
wage a battle with the Wayne
University administration at every
step of its efforts to mobilize stu-~
dent support. The university’s
hierarchy stated that no campus
group could sponsar picketing
and no individual student would
be allowed to distribute leaflets
for the line or join any group
which calls for such action. De-
spite this, Detroit students from
high schools, as well as from
Wayne, are continuing their pick-
et lines and boycott campaign.

BOSTON

Bostonians picket Woolworth's
under the auspices of the Emer-
gency Public Integration Com-
mittee, an ad-hoc group of stu-
dents and non-students in the
area. Because non-student paci-
| fists have gained control of the
Boston picketing movement. the
lines have been scattered and lim-
ited to about 10 participants each.
The spirit of the lines is also
dampened. As a vresult, student
support for the protest demon-
strations is dissipating and the
city’s picket lines run the risk of
complete dissolution unless trans-
tormed into a more militant
character under independent stu-
dent leadership.

AND STILL MORE

The three downtown stores in
Battle Creek, Mich., faced Negro
picketers in protest against lunch

(Continued on Page 5)




- May, 1960

YOUNG SOCIALIST

Page 5

REDBAITING DIVIDES THE NEGRO STRUGGLE:

How Long Can You Live on Red Herrings!?

Thousands of Negro students have faced jails, and physical violence in their struggle initiator

by Tim Wohlforth

to integrate lunch counters in the South. As could be predicted the pohtxcxans in the
North of both parties have not lifted a finger to come to their aid.

No one is asking that they face!

jait and viclence to advance
hunian frecedom. But at least one
could expect the liberals among
them to declare themselves in
favor of the sit-ins and opposed
to the racists. One liberal! stand-
ard bearer for a number of years,
ex-President Harry S. Truman,
not only does not support the
sit-ins but with his haberdasher’s
mentality he has declared that
the sit-ins were ‘“‘engineered en-
tirely” by Communists. “You can
never tell,” this liberal champion
of the people continued, “where
yowll find their fine Italian hand.
and its not Italian—it's Russian.”
Later, in clarification, Truman
stated, “but I know that usually
when trouble hits the country the
Kremlin is behind it.”

‘Here we have in laboratory pure
form the essence of the redbait-

ing technique. We need not study |

a McCarthy or a Hitler. Our for-
mer President, who instituted the
witchhunt within the govern-
ment, will suffice. Let us take a
good look at the method of red-
baiting and how it functions
within the movement for Negro
equality.
THE HERRING'S HOME

Redbaiting has its original
source in the Southern segrega-

tionists and no matter who util-|

izes it, its aim is to destroy the
struggle for integration. The seg-
regationists aim to accomplish
two things by redbaiting. First
they seek to obscure the real is-
sue of human rights by bringing
up the issue of Communism. They
seek to turn the discussion around
whether or not one is patriotic
rather than whether or not one is
supporting fundamental human
rights. This is known as the “red
herring” technique—obscure the
real issues involved by focusing
the public’s attention on alleged
“reds."”’

Secondly, and really of greater
importance, the Southern racists
seek to use the issue of reds to
divide the Negro movement—to
turn one supporter of integration
on another supporter. It is in this
latter aim that the racists have
made their greatest gains—they
get Negro to attack Negro and
thus are far more effective than
if they simply attacked the Negro
movementi as a whole.

Thus they are able to dredge
up a few Negroes in the South
who will even disassociate them-

| LOS ANGELES: UCLA and LACC students support southern si -ins
in city-wide picketing of Woolworth stores. 17 stores were picketed

selves from the NAACP because |

the NAACP has been called “red.”
They get a much larger number
who will go along with the
NAACP but attack Martin Luther
King, A. Philip Randolph and
_ others who are to the left of the
NAACP official leadership as be-
ing “Red.” In addition., a num-
ber of them have disassociated
themselves from the sit-in move-
ment in a similar way thus divid-

Northern Pickets-

(Continucd from Page 4)

counter discrimination . The
Central  State-Wilberforce-Anti-
och “March to Freedom” move- |

ment won its first objective—
Geyer’s restaurant in Xenia, Ohio,
onened its doors to everyone, re-
gardless of race. Plans to open up
the Xenia Countty Club and the
Xenia Golf Course are under dis-
cussion . . . Nearly 200 students
from Earlham College in south-
ern Indiana demonstrated at the
local library to protest the arrests
of 700 Negro students in the

ing and weakening the struggle
for integration.

But it goes beyond this. The A.
Philip Randoelphs then attack
those to the left of them to
order to “prove” tto the racists?)
that they are clean. Thus at a
recent rally in New York A. Philip
Randolph waved on high a copy
of the ¥OUNG SOCIALIST with
its ‘“subversive” headline BOY-
COTT WOOLWORTH'S and
stated “We disassociate ourselves
from the '‘YOUNG SOCIALIST’
We do not want to have anything
to do with these people.”

President Gallagher of CCNY,
whose record on civil liberties at
that campus is none too spotless,
echoed Randolph stating: “Let
tliem peddle their papers some-
where else. They’re not part of
our gang.”

Such redbaiting tends to divide
the movement, to turn one sec-
tion of it against another—to
raise issues extraneesus to the rveal

issue of integration and thus to|

help the racists. But its real func-
tion within the movement goes
even deeper than this surface
manifestation. WHAT THE RED-
BAITERS ARE AIMING AT IS
NOT SIMPLY THE EXCLUSION
OF RADICALS FROM THE
MOVEMENT. THEY SEEK TO
DESTROY THE EFFECTIVE-
NESS OF THE VERY MOVE-
MENT ITSELF.

The struggle for Negro equality
is basically a revolutionary move-
ment—that is, it aims at over-
turning a deeply rooted aspect of
the status quo. One cannot up-
root seoxegatxon w1thout over-

Continue . . .

South who have been staging sit-
ins and other demonstrations in
an effort to obtain their rights

. A Mount Holyoke College, in
Mass., committee on civil rights
collected more than $700 to aid
southern Negro demonstrators . . .
Several hundred students gather-
ed to picket in Washington, D.C.,
from a number of colleges in New
England during Easter weekend.
As the students marched in front
of the White House, President
Eisenhower was playing golf on a
segregated golf course in Atlanta.

turning much that is known as
the “Southern Way of Life” and
shaking the entire political and
social structure of the country
as a whole. 1t is for this reason

that every small step forward of |
the Negro people meets such re-|

sistance and so much coolness
from every sector of American
political life. This is why neither
party has nor will take decisive
action in support of the Negro
people.

RACISTS WRONG

The extreme racists are wrong
—this movement cannot be stop-
ped by repression. It is therefore
necessary {or the defenders of the
status quo to hold the movement
back-—to make it ineffective and
by so doing to hope to preserve.
if on a somewhat shaky basis. the
fabric of the “American Way of
Life.” Redbaiting is an essential

tool in the process of containing |

the Negro movement—of keeping
it “respectable.” (Respected
whom-—the racists?)

"Thus we find the right wing of
the Negro people, the Uncle Toms
who run the Southern Negro col-
leges (Their jobs depend on the
good will of the racist state gov-
ernments) actually expelling Ne-
gro students for taking part in the
sit-in struggle. We also find the
moderate NAACP leadership—no,
not refusing to support the sit-in
movement—refusing to give this
movement any rcal leadership.
Nowhere in the South or the
North is the NAACP militantly
organizing and leading this move-
ment. Everywhere it is the stu-
dents themselves who have taken
the initiative and who are keep-
ing the movement alive.

Then comes the pacifists of the
CORE and Randolph stripes. A.
Philip Randolph plays a quite. im-
portant role in the Negro struggle
and his real function must be
understood. Recently at a rally
of the New York Youth Commit-
tee for Integration. Conrad Lynn,
a Negro attorney who has been a
fighter for civil rights since his
youth, told the audience—*It is
important that the new genera-
tion of civil rights fighters learn
the truth about those who they
are being asked to follow.” Lynn
then explained Randolph’s role

by |
| all—the Young People’s Socialist

the last twenty years as an
of mass Negro struggles,

gets a movement
he  gives up  the

for

who no sooner
going  when
struuele.

Thus at Lthe begining ot World
War IT he inifiated the fivst really
widespread militant action of the

| Negro people—the oviginal March

on Washington. No sooner did the
movement really get rolling when
he made a deal with Roosevelt
and called off the March short of
its aim-—full integration in Lthe
Armed Services. Following the |
war Randolph called on Negroes
$0 refuse to register for the dxaft
until full integration was achieved
in the Armed Services. He deselt-
ed this movement too, leaving
his followers in jail! More re-
cently, young people know of his
role in the Youth March move-
ment. This he also sabotaped,

refusing to call a March this fall |

at a time when it could have
played an important function in
laying the basis for the action

now occurring throughout the
South.
Randolph's role. then, is quite

crucial to the task of containing
the Negro struggle-—in fact in
periods of upsurge like today far
more crucial and far more dan-
gerous than the simple Uncle
Toms. When a mass movement
cannot tbe prevented, then Ran-
dolph steps in to organize and
control it so he will be able to
turn it off when it becomes really
effective.

OPPOSITION BAITED

Those who oppose his turning
off the movement are redbaited
by Randolph in a way as crude as
the white supremists’ attack on
the NIAACP in the South. Let us
look at what has happened in
New York as an example. An in-
dependent student movement in
support of the Southern Negro's
struggle was organized in  ve-
sponse to YSAer Fred Mazelli’'s

initiative at CCNY. This group |

became a city wide independent
committee—the New York Youth
Committee for Integration. Be-
ing independent of Randolph he
could not twn it off when he
wished. He then proceeded sys-
tematically to attempt to destroy
this independent movement of
New York Negro and white stu-
dents. He was assisted in this
attempt by two radical groups
without whose help he would not
have been able to be effective at

League (of Norman Thomas
fame) and—believe it or not—the
Communist Party youth them:-
selves.

Under pressure from Randolph
these forces set out to dissolve
the New York Youth Committee
in favor of a completely controlled
group of ‘‘responsible democratic
students.” They were unsuccess-
ful in their attempt to destroy the
independence of the New York

movement and found themselves |

in a competing impotent “respect-
able” movement.

of the YPSL was quite disrepu-
table during all this. The YPSL
was one of the sponsors of the
1ally at which Randolph did his

THE FIGHT
AGAINST WAR

—How to Win It
by Shane Mage

20¢
Young Seocialist Forum
Box 471, Cooper Station
New York 3, N.Y.

redbaiting. It has to this day re=
fused to publicly repudiate Ran-

dolph for redbaiting. The CP
youch not only did their best to
 destroy  the New  York Youth

Committee in their efforts to seek
respectability in Randolph’s eyes
ta vain effort, as they are dis-
covering)  they went further. It -
wAas young supporters of the CP
who at a Randolph picket line
actually reguested that the police
arrest a salesman of the ¥S and
later urged the police to arrest
New York Youth Committee pick-
‘eters who had come to help
strengthen their line.

NO DIRTY WORK

Thus we see that the Stalinists
and the social democrats likewise
fear a real break from the status
quo and do the dirty work of
those who seek to destroy the
movement. They thus transmit
the pressure of the racistist still
deeper into the movement—in
fact so far that they actually pull
\the rug out from wunder them-

selves. At one meeting of the New

| York Youth Conunittee a well
known young supporter of the
CP actually, in the guise of an
“innotent” liberal, redbaited him-
self as well as the YS and the
YPSL!

There is only one way to carry
forward the effective struggle for
Negro equality—it is on the basis
of a complete rejection of any
form of redbaiting. We know that
every step taken for justice in thig
country will be opposed and at-
tacked——whether or not it is led
by radicals. We must state clearly
that the Negro sit-in struggle
must remain in the hands of the
militants who are conducting i
struggle—and in no one else's
hands. We are happy to accept
help from the NAACP, from
CORE, from Randelph, but we
will not hand the struggle over te
them to do with as they like.
Their records do not inspire con-
fidence! We trust ourselves and
no one else!

Anyone who genuinely supports
and works for the general aims
we are seeking is welcome to par-
ticipate in this movement wheth-
e’ he be a socialist, a Democrat,
| or Republican; a Catholic, a Prot-
estant, a Jew, or atheist; a paci-
fist, or a non-pacifist. We refuse
to institute our own loyalty oaths.
We recognize redbaiting for what
it is—a weapon of the racists aim-
ing at dividing and holding back
the movement.

We do not expect that the “re-
spectable forces’” will like us. But
we know they will give in to us in
the long run as long as we remain
united and carry on a militant
struggle. They are quite willing
to exchange compliments about
our “statesmanship” for the pres-
ervation of t(he status quo. We
are quite willing to live without
their compliments so that we can
live without Jim Crow!

" "THE LONG VIEW
OF HISTORY"
i by William F. Warde

Is the present economic sys-
|| tem in America capable of
constant improvement as its
apologists claim? Is it the best
kind of system mankind can
devise?

A long view of history helps

to answer these and similar
questions.
The pamphlet consists of

i] two essays — “How Humanity
Climbed to Civilization” and
“The Main Course of American
History and its Next{ Stage.” 35¢
Pioneer Publishers
116 University Pl

NYC 3, N.Y,
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FOUNDING DECLARATION OF THE YSA:

We Base Ourselves on Marxian Socialist Principles

1. The Young Socialist Alliance is founded in response

to the need for a nation-wide vouth organization cap-
~able of bringing revolutionary socialist ideas to a new

generation. This is necessary for building a revolutionary
movement which can lead the working class to socialism.
‘The YSA bases itself on the traditions of marxian so-
cialisim as devcloped by Lenin, Trotsky, Luxemburg and
Liehkneeht. We believe that socialism can be initiated
only as the result of struggle, international in scope,
of the workine class against the capitalist class and its
Wlhes—the strurgle culminating in the creation of a
new Lype of state. a workers' state, Soctalism means
that for the first time in history man will control his
own creation—socirty—rather than be controlled by it.
The dynamiz of socialism is ot a continual expansion
o human [recedom in all spheves: in politics. economics,
culture and in cvery aspect of personal life.

2. In Deccmber, 1958, the National Conference of
Zoune Saciaist Supporters, which is now superceded by
the Young Socialist Alltance, issued an eizht point po-
Hiical statement:

(1) For a labor party by the union movement. As
an immediale goal, for independent political action
through united and independent socialist clectoral op-
position to the ftwo capitalist parties.

" (2) Unconditional backing of the fight for full
eguality by the Negro people and other minorities.

~ (3) Militant opposition to the entire witchhunt with
special focus on the witchhunt on the campus and the

the political screening of youth in connection with

military service.

14) Support to the colonial peoples’ struggles for
freedom and independence. For the withdrawal of all
imperialist troops from foreign soil.

{5) Advecacy of workers power as the only progres-
sive alternative to the capitalist drive toward military
dictatorship and fascism, a drive recently illustrated
by General deGaulle’s placement in power in France.

(6) Support to struggles for workers democracy in
{he Soviet Union and Peoples Republics such as the
Polish and Hungarian workers revolutions. Opposition
to attempts ¢f imperialism to reestablish domination
aver this section of the world.

7y Against further nuclear tesis and the build-up
of the U.8. war machine, the success of the struggle

“against the capitalist war danger and for world peace
depends upon the success of the struggle for inter-
" national) sacialism.

(&) For the rezroupment of revolutionary socialist
touth into an independent, broad and miiltant na-
fional youth organization based on the editorial policy
of the YOUNG SOCIALIST.

This carlicr statement, which is based upon the prin-
ciples outlined in this declaration, llustrates the gen-
crel politiea) views vpon which the Young Socialist Alli-
ance is founded. In other resolutions at this confer-
ence and at later confercences a fuiler political program
will be elahorated.

: ORIGIN OF YSA

5. The Younyg Socialist Alliance is the result of a
poiitical process which pegan in 195€ with a crisis which
rocked the then existing radical youth groups. A left
wing was formed in the Young Socialist League in op-
position to the dJdissolulion of that organization and its
entrance into the Socialist Party-Social Democratic Fed-
eration on the basis of the reformist views of the SP-
SDF. "Under the impact of the crisis of Stalinism the
Communist Party was forced to dissolve its youth or-
ganization. the Labor Youth League. Some young people
from che LYL and other orgarizations peripheral to
the CP joined with the YSL left wing, young members
of the Socialist Workers Party and independents to pub-
lish the YOUNG SOCIALIST. In December. 1958, in De-
troit. the Young Socialist Supporters organized them-
selves into the National Committee of Young Socialist
Supporters as a step toward the formation of a national
Young Socialist Alliance. Since that time the YS Sup-
poiters have grown in strength to the point where they
can accomplish the national organization of a revolu-
tionary youlth movement.

4. The present policies of the Young People's Socialist
League, youth affiliate of the SP-SDF, and the Com-
munist Party youth flow historically from the rejection
by their parent movemenis internationally of a socialist
perspective. Since 1914 the parties of the Second In-
ternational have become allies and defenders of the
canitalist syvstem. In theory they have rejected the con-
cept of socialist reveolution and put in its place the im-
provement of capitalism Dy social reform. In practice
the Social-Democrats have consistently taken govern-
m.nt posts to aid the capitalists in surviving revolution-
ary upheavals. After the first World War the Social-
Democratic parties were the main props under the col-
lapsing capitalist system and after the Second World
Wiy performed Lhe same function with the aid of the
Communist parties.

Similarly the Communist, International since the rise
ol Stalin has abandoned its heritage of revolutionary
socialism. Undor the theory. of “Socialism in One Coun-
try.” the Communist parfies everywhere were trans-
formed into servile tools of the Russian bureaucracy.
In practice the Stalinists have played a role funda-
mentally identical to that of the Social-Democracy. On
orcers {rom the Kremlin Stalinist parties in country
after country have helped to. stave off revolution, to
heln capitalism to survive. ’

5. The Social Democracy and the Comununist Inteir-
national support in one fashion or another the continued

existence of the cepitalist system and fear a frontal
conflict between the contending class forces. We, as
revolutionary sociaiists, reject completely the concept
that socialism can be brought into existence piece-meal.
Socialisin can only come through the complete over-
turn of the present capitalist, stales and their replace-
moent with a workers' state. Such a revolutionary devel-
opment 1s the end result of a irrepressible struggle
bhetween the capitaiist class and the working class. We
give our full support Lo the working class in this struggtle.

6. The Young Peoples Socialist League is not a Marx-
ian socialist orgamzation. It and its parent affiliate
are not only incapable of leading a socialist transfor-
mation of sociely, they are not even capable of promot-
ing basic socialist education. Today, for example, they
favor working witain the capitalist Democratic Party
rather than supporting independent socialist political
action. The leadership of the SP-SDF lines up with the
American State Department and the YPSL refuses to
disavow this policy. Searching for ‘‘respectability” the
YPSL has forfeited any claim. to represent socialism
before American youth.

CP YOUTH INCAPABLE

7. The young supporters of the Communist Pairty (as
yet not nationally organized) are likewise incapable of
bringing a revolutionary program to American youth.
They, even more than the YPSL, are engaged in the
class collaborationist policies of support to the Demo-
cratie Party. The Communist Party youth are apologists
for the bureaucratic dictatorship that rules the USSR
and other Soviet bloc countries and as such are com-
promised before inquiring youth.

8. In addition to the Communist Party youth, the
YPSL and the YSA there exists a numerically significant
grouping of young socialists who have no national af-
fitiation. Any number of these belong to campus social-
ist clubs and carry on organized socialist activity on a
local basis. Politically, these people may be new to so-
cialism, having not vet made up their minds as to which
of the national yvouth groups they support, or they may
be sympathetic in one way or another with one of these
three national bodies. While these campus groups are
important and should he supported as a way of reaching
larger numbers of youth with socialist ideas they can
be neo substitute for national organization. It is only
through national organization (hat it is possible to
publish a paper, send out speakers on tour. really edu-
cate socialist youth through erganizational responsibility
and participation in working ouf the political views of
a national group, and carry out concerted national ac-
tivity for socialism. In fact, one of the functions of a
nation-wide yoully organization is to aid in the estab-
lishment, stabilization and extension of broad socialist
campus clubs.

9. The revolutionary socialist youth are well
that hv themselves youth cannot lead the working class
Lo power. That is the historic task of a working class

awalre.

St

YSA IN ACTION: YS wins one of its
many free speech battles as students at
U. of Mich. reach out for copies of the
paper {upper left). . . . Getting social-
ism on the Dballot: YS supporters help
Muriel McAvoy check pelitions for the
Independent-Socialist Party’s 1958 cam-
paign (lower left). ... “U.S. Troops Get
oul{ of Lebanon!” This protest of Los
Angeles Young Socialists typifies one of
the many ways YS supporters have op-
posed the State Dept.’s drive toward war.

revolutionary party. The revolutionary vouth played a
very active role in the regroupiment process in the hope
that a regrouped and cnlarged revolutionary party with
which the YS could establish close relationship would
emerge. The YS participated in the American Forum-—
for Socialist Education, local forwm groups. and the In-
dependent-Socialist Party in New Yourk State.
REGROUPMENT TALLY

.~ 10. The regroupment process did net vesult in the
formation of a new united revolutionary party. On the
contrary, otder political formations such as the Inde-
pendent Socialist League and ils vouth organizalion, the
Young Socialist League, and the American Socialist mag-
azine disappeared. Most of the individuals who sup-
ported the CP left politics rather than try to discover a
new but difficulf path.

The right-wing socialist groups, the SP. SDF, and
ISL, conducted their own regroupment into the SP-
SDF, with its reformist, pro-State Department, anti-
class struggle views. The Conmununist Party suffered a
precipitous decline through the regroupment process.
Having lost all its influence .in working class politics
it remains simply an apologist for the Kremlin. The
Socialist Labor Party simply ignored the regroupment
process and was ignored by it. The Socialist Workers
Party conducted a campaign for a regroupment of revo-
lutionary socialists, attracting to itself from all group-
ings individuals who still wished to struggle fe: revolu-
tienary socialism.

11. ‘The Young Socialist Alliance and the Sociails§
Workers Party are the only revolutionary socialist groups
in the United States today. The YSA recognizes that
only the SWP of all existing political parties is capable
of providing the working class with political leadership
on class struggle principles. As a result of its three-
year development the supporters of the Young Socialist
have come into basic political solidarity. on the principles
of revolutionary socialism., with the SWP.

12. The Young Socialist Alliance is an independent
organization which clects its own officers and works out
its own political views. The YSA bases jtself on the prin-
ciples of the orgaunizational independence of the revolu-
tionary youth organizatior and opens its doors to all
voung people—regardless of other affiliation—who agree
with its socialist principles and accept its program.

13. The Young Socialist Alliance will, to the best of
its abilitv. bring Marxian»socialism to American youth.
But’ this s not cnuugh. The only socialism which de-
serves the name is international socialism. The YSA de-
clares its political solidarity with revolutionary youth
in all countries. The present Social-Democratic “Inter-
national Union of Socialist Youth’ and the non-socialist
successor to the Young Communist International, the
World Federation of Democratic Youth. are travesties on
the concept of socialist internationalism. The YSA will
work with others toward the creation of a new revolu-
tionary socialist youth international which will repre-
sent organizationally the political solidarity of socialist.
youth.
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wroet i e

ibirdh of the ¥SA°

(The follcwing grectings to the founding conjerence of the
Young Socialist Alliance were read al ¢ public rally April i6. Dr.
Annette Rubinstein, Dr. Otto Nathan. Farrell Dobbs. amd Muyra
Tunner Weiss presented their greetings in person.)

France—.

The Independent Socialist:

Youth address a warm greeting
to the American YSA on the oc-
casion of its founding confercnce.

Today when the revohutienary ! Neither will the opportunism of |

forces are. throughout the workd,
scattered. divided, torn bectween
Western  impevialism and  the
Stalinist counter - revolution the
taxvk of the revolutionaries. what-
(ver be formally their label, must

be (o prepare the national and
"~ international regroupment of all
those who have decided to lead,
without compromise, the struggke
for the proletarian revolution.

It is in this spirit that we con-jmovement,

vev to owr comrades of tie YSA

- owr wishes for success. Receive,
S dcar comrades, our frzternal
. greetings.

(Signed) Jean Jacgques Morie

International Secretary,

Independent Secialist Youth
{Transtlated from the French)

Great Britain—

KEEP LEFT

Keep Left f{published by the
left-wing youth of
Labour Party! sends across the
Atlautic warm greetings and best
wishies for the success of your
Convention. Though we are un-
able to send a fraternal delegate
t0 be present at yowr discussions
we give complete support to your
endeavors to bulld a  socialist
yoitth movement. . . .

the British |

Watering down of principles to
i suit the ruling class—as indulged
1 in by the right-wing Labour lead-
| ers—will never win voung people.

fthe Communist Party which
!adams such principles to the
i needs of the Soviet bureaucracy.

| Only a movement which makes a !

socialist anaylysis of the world
; situation, applies its principles.
i learned from history. to the situ-
. ation in its own country and acts
at all times in an honest way
politically, can build a strong
!youth movement. Only such a
which has complete
internal democracy and goes all
out to put its policies into prac-
tice can make a contribution to
the building of a Socialist Britain
1 or a Socialist America.

KEEP LEFT WELCOMES THE
: YOUNG SOCTIALIST ALIANCE!

! SOGIALIST
LABOUR LEAGUE

our very best greetings as well as

congratulations for the

work you are doing under

tremely difficult eircumstances
Yours fraternally,

United Stares—
JAMES ARONSON
i One of the most

i

t

i
t

‘
3
i
)
]
i
i

. f
nearts ning

OTTO NATHAN (above)

ANNETTE RUBINSTEIN

si

(right)

- road lo socialism in America.

gns on the political-minded hor- 1asks for respect it must learn to P

izon today is the spectacle of | respect itself and its aspirations.

voung America insisting on being
respected for its youth. Too often
porsons of middle-age, like my-
self, or older people, shake their
heads over young people and won-

On behalf of the Executive,;der what has happened to that
Committee of the Socialist Labour ! well-known "sense of values,” in
League we would like to send you | quotes. Too rarely do we look back

on cur own youth to note that

great | we made the same mistakes. had
ex- | the same

hopes, and made as
much  progress as
and the times permitted. Just as

G. Healy, Natlonal Secretary |Wwe have no apology to make.

neither should we ask young
America to apologize for the mess
we helped to get them into.

By the same token, if vouth

Youth Launch YSA at Philadelphia

(Continued from Page 1}
For this reason, lively discussions
occurred on the document and on
several proposed amendments.
Previous to the conference. YS
suporters had discussed the draft

statementi In their clubs and in a.

discussion bulletin.

Tim Wohlforth, YSA National
Chajrman, reported on this state-
ment to the conference. Describ-
ing the YSA as a movement which
nas a respect for its ideas and its
wraditions. proud of its origins,
and open about its relationship to
other organizations, Wohlforth
contrasted this with other politi-
cal movements.

- “The now defunct maga-
zine, American Socialist, il-
tustrates the direct opposite
of our movement,” stated
Wohlferth. “From the be-
ginning to the end of its
existence, it never stated
its political program; it
never revealed its origins;
and there is no evidence that
its policies, such as they
were, were debated or adopt-
ed democratically by its sup-
porters.

‘FRONT GROUP SCHOOL'

"The Communist Party
belongs to the ‘front group
school’ of socialist—I mean,
progressive — organiza-
tions,” Wohlforth continued.
“The organizations peripher-
al to the CP have the ap-
pearance of being broader
than ours; in fact., their
members need not even be
interested in politics. But
there Is one little condition:
the CP insists upon running
its ‘front’ groups. They have
no internal life, because all
important decisions are
made by the CP.”

“As for the YPSL, it is a
training school in opportun-
ism—a training school for
future union bureaucrats. It
takes great pride in its hat-
red, its disdain and disinter-

est in history, tradition. BPe-
ing unable to evaluate its
own past, it is not a serious
movement. It makes few de-
mands upon its membership.
It does not encumber its
members with demoeracy—
with resoclutions, with gdis-
cussions, with positions.”

Having evaluated other tenden-

_lsms within the capitalist bloc be- |

. Outer

cies and found them wanting, as |
! {

far as owr own revoiuiionary
i Marxist perspective is conce:ned.
it remained for the YSA 10 assess
the Socialist Workers Party. The
SWP is the one political organ-
ization in the field which main-
tains a revolutionary socialist
program. The YSA. therefore, de-
' clares its political solidanity with
the SWP. On the other hand; the
YSA maintains organizational in-

!'socialism

Board member. reported on the
draft Resolution on War. For an
howr and a half the entire audi-
ence listened intently as Mage
analyved the present relationship
between the capitalist and non-
capitalist countries. the antagon-

“Inner Six™ and the
Scven’” countries of Eur-
open and the role of the U.S. in
this conflict, and the role of the
colonial revolution in the struggle
against war. )
After a lively discussion, the
delegates passed the resolution,
which takes {he position that the
fight for peace and the fight for
are inseparable.

twien the

i resolution analyzes the causes of

" dependence of the SWP, with its |

own internal life. All YSA mem-
bers have equal weight in deter-
1 mining YSA policies, regardless of
their relationship to the SWP or
' to other parties or groups.

The “Where We Stand” docu- '

ment was passed by
whelming majority.
1960 ELECTIONS
Another major point of discus-
sion was the ‘“‘Memorandum on

an  over-

the current letup in the Cold War
and explains why this relaxation,
welcome though it is, cannot last
indefinitely. The resolution will
be published separately and will
be available for $.20 after May 1
from the Young Socialist Forum,
Box 471, New York 3, N.Y.

Fred Mazelis, the CCNY stu-
dent who initiated the idea of

| students picketing Woolworth's in

: New York

(see March YS). re-

| ported to the conference on the

fthe 1960 Elections” (see March |

YS) with Bert Deck as reporter.
Deck pointed out that the cam-
paign of the SWP, which

provide a valuable way to get our
ideas across to the many new
allies we have found in the now
emerging student struggles. He
outlined the roundabout formula
used by both the CP and the SP-
SDF to support the Democratia
Party: "“We don't support Demo-
, cratic candidates, of course: but
we don’t believe in opposing can-
didates endorsed by the organized
labor movement.” Deck asked.
“"How can you write that down in
the ballot box when al! vou can
| put down is an X?"

Shane Mage,

the |
Conference voted to support, will !

’

sit-in movement. Most of the
delegates had been active partici-
pants i the northern sympathy
demonstrations all over the coun-
try: many of them had initiated
the demonstrations in their own
localities. They concducted an ex-
tensive discussion on the move-
ment, on our participation in it.
and on its future direction and
Implications. It was announced
at this point that Jim Lambrecht
was to leave for the South as soon
as the conference was over, to
carry on the work that was being
discussed.

YSA INTEGRATES HOTEL

A victory for integration was
won at the conference itself by
the delegates When it was dis-
covered that the hotel where
many of the delegates were stay-

YS Eaditorial i ing would not rent a room to a

‘organization |

It means that voung peaplc who
have been persuaded of the valid-
ity of the socialist way must re-
spect that philosophy fully before
they can win adherents to their
side. And they must also respect
the opinions of those who may
disagree with them, but who in
the last anaylsis will hold with
them on the sgreat issues of our
time,

Ideas without humanity are as
useless as humanity without idess.
This is a plea for thinking and
for feeling and for acting. Your

Conference...

The |

conference contributes to all three
together. More power to vou and
your future allies on the glory

Negro delegate, all the delegates
threstened to pull out. The man-
{agement. on learning how much
| business it might lose. spredily
acquiesced to an integrated clien-
tele,

The final sessions were devoted i

to implementing the political de-
cisions by adopting a constitution
and electing a national commit-

constitution, as outlined Dby re-
porier Jim Robertson. is thuat the
memoers shall make the policies

out. Thus full internal democracy
i1s guaranteed to every member,
including the right of a faction
to organize and struggle to win
the YSA to its point of view; on
the other hand, a minority cannot
deny the majority its right-—that

Lof carrying out its agrecd-upon !

policies.

A most encouraging develop-
ment was the addition of a num-
ber of younger people to the na-
tional committez. This reflected
the fact that a number of the
delegates were high school stu-
dents or in the first two years of
college. For example, two teen-
agers in New York City became

full members of the National Ex-
ecutive Committee, the central
working committee of the YSA,
and a number of high school stu-
dents elsewhere in the country
became alternates.

To make room for these young-
er people, some of the leaders
who have participated from the
beginning in bullding the YSA
retired at this time. These were:
Bert Deck, Allen Taplin, Bob
Himmel, George WMyland, and
others. The conference expressed
its appreciation for the invaluable
contributions these comrades
have made.

At the meeting of the newly
elected National Committee fol-
lowing the conference, Tim Wohl-
forth was elected National Chair-
man of the ¥YSA and Jim Lam-

brecht National Secretary.

!

Editor. National Guardinan
James Aronson

VINCENT MALLINAN

Accept my congratulations and
besl wishes for your organization.

It is among thc young people
of the Western Hemisphere that
w¢ must look for courage anc
hope. Witness the Cuban rcvolu-
tivnaries. the student demonstria-
tions in South and Central Amer-
ica and the heroic resistance of
colored students against ractal
discrimination In our own coun-
try.

Our other young people must
renounce apathy and fear. It is
time to awaken to the slogan
which Mazzini onee addressed Lo
the Italian youth: *“Slumber not
in the tents of your fathers! The

CONRAD LYNN

All of us who believe that the
socialist organization of our na-~
tional life is the only dirvection in
which proeress can be made and
i which all people may have an
opportunity to fully develop their
potential are happy that you are
holding vour n:atlional conference
to establish the Young Socialist

Alliance.
We know that- wherever the
youth are leading the struggle

against the forces of reaction and
fascism. the young socialists will
be In the vanguard.
Fratermally yours,
Conrad J. Lynn

Australic—

It 15 with gratitude that I look
upon yowr National Convention,
for at last the greatest of the
nations shows that her spirit hiy,

- not been exterminated even in tho

tee. The guiding principle of thei

of the YSA and shall carry them

face of the most stifling conservg:
tism and denials of democracy,
At last America stirs and becomesg
conscious of her own self throug®h
the constant agitation of her
young people. Perhaps yow na-
tion will realize its transgressions

and turn to a finer society, a
greater democracy, and a  just

economic system.

We outside of America are
powerless: we must turn to the
consciences of its citizens. How-
ever, it seems our strivings were
unnecessary for we have observed
a magnificent spontaneous surge
of righteous indignation signified
Ly this Convention.

Always yours fraternally,
John D. Hannan

International Seeretary,
Australian Student {
Labor Federation ;

Canada— !

We have been following your
splendid struggles against rscer
prejudices. the witchbunt, the war
preparations, and for a socialist
America, with the warmest feels
ings of solidarity.

The firm bond between your
words and your deeds convinces
us that you will prove worthy of
your great aspiration to strike
world capitalism at its U.S. con-~
trol point and thereby make pos-
sible a world of peace where man
will be able to develop to his full-
est and as yet undreamed of capa-
cities,

Your generation is destined tg
bring to fruition the seeds that.

have been developed and nurtured. .

by those whoh ave gone before. Iy
your movement we se¢ the prom-
i1se of Leon Trotsky's predictiolx
that Marxism will find its highest
expression. on. North Americary:
soil. ¢
: Ross Dowson !
Secretary-treasurers,,.

t The Socialist |
Education League. |
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Jowa Socialists Shake Up
Long Dead Campus Town

IOWA CITY—Having been i
a deep political slumber since the
vear 1900. the current onslaught
of activity at the State University
of Iowa has hit this quiet com-
munity like a veritable bomb
shell. The new found enthusiasm
of students from SUI revolves
-around four major issues.

In view of the usually listless
attitude at the University, the
student government has had un-
contested fraternity domination.
‘"This year, however, a vigorous
campaign was waged, beginning
just one week before elections,
around a write-in candidate,
member of the newly formed So-
cialist Discussion Club, Howard
Kaplan. Kaplan was not admin-
istration approved, therefore his
name could not appear on the
‘ballot. The “write-in Kaplan”
campaign was waged over the
protests of those who felt his
candidacy would take votes {rom
the “more liberal” of the two frat
poys running for president. The
results of the election found the
largest turn oul at the polls in
the history of the institution.

Kaplan missed the presidency by
a scant 190 votes.

Wwhen members of the Soctalist
Discussion Club  scheduled folk
singer Pete Sceger to give a con-
cort. the administration. long al-
lowed to exercise full control over

student life. flatly said “No.”
Completely overwhelmed by the
student who protested in behailf

of the scheduled concert and used .
sueh terms as “‘student strike” ini

his protestations, the administra-
tion gave in.

Nearly 100 SUI students were
involved in picketing Woolworth
and Kresge stores in the town
recently. led by SDC members
Alice and Ron Radush. The pick-
eters hoped to distribute leaflets
to passers-by, but were stopped
from doing so by city officials
who told them there was an ordi-
nance against it. When Radosh
called a local lawyer, he was told:
“I did not know there was such
an ordinance, but if it keeps down
people like you, then I'm glad
there is one.”””

CLUB DISCUSSED

A letter in the Iowa Daily at-
tacking the Socialist Discussion
Club by a campus reactionary,
Larry Day. received an out-pour-
ing of witty counterattacks by
outraged students. One student
wrote to the campus press. which
is also the Iowa City journal, stat-
ing: "I applaud Mr. Day’s at-
tempt to rejuvenate McCarthy-
ism. There is a great danger that
if we are not careful, intelligent
people may get control of this
university. Then watch out.” Aun-
other letter reads: At the end of
Myr. Day’s ‘attack’ he says: “They
(the SDC members) on their own
volition., admit favoring Socialist
ideas and principles. Knowing
this, can you now support them?’

“In reply to Mr. Day's letter
YES.”

Forty-five students signed the
letter.

NYC March on W_(ilolwo»rth’s .

(Continued from Page 3)
the few organizations in the city
o make very clear. that Wool-
worth’s and those who maintain
segregation in the South and
North. arve the main enemies of
all who would defend civil rights.
The committee feels that any de-
visive tactic. such as red-baiting

or the imposition of a pacifist or |

any other policy on those fighting
for equal rights, can only aid in
the defeat of the movement as a
whole. if these tactics are success-
ful. It supports all actions taken

by others to aid the ecivil rights!

-movement.
Fortunately, the success of the
New York Youth Committee for

{

Integration in mobilizing the sup- |

port of students will ensure the
continuance of a vital movement

in the North in solidarity with the |

students in the South and for the
defeat of racial segregation in the
North.

CUBA BOYCOTT

A delegation from the youth
committee will visit the Cuban
embassy to urge official Cuban
support for a boycott of Wool-
worth’'s 13 stores on the revolu-
tionary island.

Participants in the New York
student group feel there is a
need for a continuing movement
of students in the North to stamp
.out segregation wherever it exists.

In New York City, plans.are being
laid to integrate a neighborhood
hook store which refuses to sell to
Negroes. Swimming pools and
other recreational grounds which
have discriminatory policies will
be attacked as they open in the
summer months.

This kind of militant spirit of
Northern youth and their desire
to continue as a permanent force
policing segregated institutions is
indicative of a new mood on the
college, and especially the high

school arena. This is the move- !

ment which can lbegin to roll back
the blanket of betrayal spread
over the exuberance of the na-
tion’s youth time and again by
the A. Philip Rgndelphs, Bayard
Rustins ( witness the scutiling of
the Youth March}, liberal, Social-
ist Party, and Communist Party
leaders for the past twenty years.
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Students Back Dobbs

and Weiss [

PHILADELPHIA—A gathering
of students representing colleges
from all
here April i6 to establish the
nation-wide committee of Stu-
dents for Dobbs and Weiss.
ing it imperative that students
not support either of the two cap-
italist parties. the group agreed
to support the candidates of the
Socialist Workers Party and to
mobilize as much campus support
for them as possible.

Included among its growing
list of sponsors are: Ted Mellor of
Trinity College, Pete Silverman
of Harpur College
New York, Pete Camejo from
Boston University, Roland Shep-
pard from Rutgers, LeRoy Mc-
Rae from the University of Penn.,

sity of Wisconsin extension, at
Milwaukee, Jerry Barret and
Alice and Ron Radosh of the
State University of Iowa, Ted
Norton of the University of Wash-
ington, Truman O. Price of Ore-
gon. State College, Don Rainman
i from San Francisco City College,
and Suzanne Weiss of Los Angeles
City College.

The new student group plans to
feature the two candidates at

(Continued from Page 1)

dents feel?

A.—Bettor.
plans. Everyone is very interested
in the action.

@.—Is the Richmond NAACP
in charge of all of this?

A.—They have helped us a lot.
| We have our own group on
campus, however. Last February
{ Charles Sherwood tanother theol-
| ogy major) and I went to the
Liberal Arts students to talk about
the Greensboro sit-ins, and that's
how it hegan. We still have our
own group—we meet regularly.

Q.- -Did youw aftend the meel-
ing culled by Martin  Luther
King at Shaw University in Ra-
leigh this rweekend? | This meet-
ing.  held Easter  weelkend,
brought together sit-in students
from 143 camnuses. |

A—Yes, I represented VUU.
Virginia also had students present
from Hampton Institute in Hamp-
ton and Virginia State College in
Petersourg and Norfolk. Virginius
| Thornton from Petersburg was
our state representative. He led
the 11 students jailed there for
sitting in at the library.

We are making new

That night 'as we drove into
Petersburg the radio newscaster
announced that ‘“‘another at-

| tempt” had just been made to in-

tegrate W. T. Grant’s lunch coun-
ter in Petersburg. The sit-ins were

Peabody High School students
‘ under the leadership of Vir-
ginia's State College students,

| and they had forced Grant's to
close down ‘“‘again.” It was late,
| but we decided to viist the College
imunediately.

I found Virginius Thornton
alone in his room at Seward Hall
on campus. He is tall and slender,
very intelligent, a graduate stu-
dent in history.

Q. —What happened at the
Shaw University meeting in Ra-
leigh?

A.—The Northern papers mis-
understood the meeting because
prominent figures like King were
there. It was a student meeting.
There may have been attempts
made there in a different diree-
tion but this movement is going
to retain its independent student
identity. We call the shots. We
are not going to let this get sold

down the river. Not that everyone

shouldn’t help, of course. If the
Southern Christian  Leadership
Conference wants tp help, they

over “the country met |

Feel- |

in upstate |

Myrtle Kastner from the Univer- |

MYRA TANNER WEISS

campus rallies and on college
radio stations where possible. In
addition. the voung Dobbs and
Weiss supporters will aid the
SWP’s campaign to get on the
! ballot in every state where peti-
- tioners are ueeded. As its first
! public action, the New York State
I Students for Dobbs and Weiss is

Southern Students on Leadership . . .

- should mobilize the adults. We

rwill continue to mobilize the stu- |

" dents. At least that's how things
will be in Virginia—in Hampton,
Petersburg and Richmond.

Q. -But you
with the lhere

joined
Rev.

haven't

dults in

| Walker’s Petersburgh Improve- |

ment Association?

A.—Rev. Walker is a fine active

an. He is chairman of PIA and

am the executive 'vice-chairman

and everyone else on the execu-

tive comrmittee is a student, too.
@.—What do the students here

feel now? Avre they still actively

interested in the sit-ins?

| A—T was worried about that

at first—only 11 of us sat in at

m
1

| the library last March. But 700 |

showed up for our ftrial. They
stood outside in freezing weather
for five howrs. They packed the
courtroom. They swore that they
wouldn’t be segregated even in
| the courthouse, bit that wasn’t
tested because the only white
|people who showed up were the

judge and the court officials. We |

haven't

| stopped picketing and

sitting in since that day. I am no
longer worried. All of them think
now that the price of freedom is
what all of them will have to pay.
@Q.—Up North people are say-
ling that the cause of this move-
| ment is the Northern student «l
the Southern Negro colleges. Is
| that true?
A.—Absolutely not.
Southerner, Pinkston and the
| others are Southerners. In my
| family it was a rule that you don‘t
back down to segregation. For ex-
ample, when I was 13 I tried

I am a

to desegregate my home town li- |

brary. The librarians held me and
phoned my mother. She old them
| that as far as she was concerned
I was in the right and I should
stay there until they served me.
And they did serve me. I still
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co-sponsoring a May Day rally at,
: which the two candidates will
speak.

The founding of the new stu-
dent committee marks the first
time in many ycars that the cap-
italist parties will be challenged
by organized young people. This
is an especially refreshing devel-
opment on the campus as it is
during the presidential election
years when the frat boys and the
young men on their way up make
themselves the most obnoxious.
As they try to blaze their trails
inte future political careers by
acting very much like ward-heal-
ers, they will be met this year by
a veciferous campaign of students
who will have nothing to do with
the candidates of the do-noth-
ings.

The Stuaents for Dobbs and
Weiss is ‘being coordinated na-
tionally" by Nora Roberts, Chair-
man of the E.V. Debs Club at
CCNY. The committee is not be~
ing supported financially by any
other group. Supporters are urged
to send contributions along with
the form helow to insuwre an in-
dependent student voice in the
coming elections.

check out & book or two when I'm
home. to make the point, although
evervone can do that now.

Q.—What about the other stiu-
dents?  We have heard in the
North that their parents were
aguinst the sit-ins.

A.—At first some of them don't
| understand, but after we explain
when we're home, or in letters,
they see what we’re doing and
usually they agree.

Q.-—One thing more—whut’s
going ro happen after school ends
in the South this June? Will the
movement die down? Northern
students are wondering.

A —We've been talking about it
too. It will not end, it will scatter
out to a thousand cities and towns
where the students live. They will
be explaining, educating and act-
ing, and by September this move-

ment will be even bigger than
now.
®@—To «a Northerner that

sounds pretty optimistic.
A~—Yes. In the South we are
all optimistic.
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' SIGN UP NOW! :
: You may list my name as a sponsor of Students for Dobbs ¢
1 and Weiss. :
1 . ]
1 1
: NAMIE ... e v
]

I |
v Address L L L L L |
: Campus City and state lz
i .
: Contribution . ....... ... ... . . e :
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