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Appeal to the Working Men and Women of America:
To All Victims of War:

The black cloud of imperialist war hangs over
the world. The peoples must arouse themselves and
take immediate action against the wars now going on
in the Far East and Latin America, against interven-
tion in Cuba, against the increasing preparations for
war, and against the growing danger of a new world
war.

After ten years of futility, the World Disarma-
ment Conference is meeting to perform once more the
grim comedy of promises, to screen the actions of the
imperialist governments which are preparing, more
intensively than ever before in history, for a new war.
The Four Power Pact is already exposed as nothing
but a new maneuver for position in the coming war
between the imperialist rivals, and an attempt to es-
tablish a united imperialist front against the Soviet
Union. The rise of Fascism in Europe and especially in
Germany, and the sharpened aggressive policy of Japa-
nese militarism, have brought all the imperialist an-
tagonisms to the breaking point and greatly increased
the danger of a war of intervention against the Soviet
Union. The greatest naval race in history is now on
among the United States, England, and Japan. The
British-American antagonism is being fought out in
Latin America already by open war — the so-called
local wars being in reality struggles between these im-
perialist powers. The presence of thirty American war-
ships in Cuban waters is itself an act of war against the
Cuban revolution. The collapse of the World Economic
Conference revealed only too clearly that the great
powers are unable and unwilling to solve the basic in-
ternational problems by peaceful means and that they

will resort to a new imperialist war in an attempt to
divert the attention of the masses from their misery
and as the only capitalist way out of the crisis.

Fascism Breeds War.

The rapid rise of Fascism is closely related to the
increasing war danger. Fascism means forced labor,
militarization, lower standards of living, and the ac-
centuation of national hatred and chauvinist incite-
ments as instruments for the “moral” preparation for
war. It sets the people of one country against the people
of another, and exploits the internal racial and national
groups within each country in order to prevent them
from uniting in joint action to solve their common
problems.

The War System.

The war danger arises inevitably out of the very
nature of monopolistic capitalism — the ownership
of the means of production by a small capitalist class
and the complete domination of government by this
class. The imminent war danger is only another ex-
pression of the fundamental crisis of the capitalist sys-
tem, which continues its existence only at the cost of
intensification of exploitation and oppression of the
masses at home and in the colonies, and of struggle
among the imperialist powers for a redivision of mar-
kets and sources of raw materials.

Only in the Soviet Union has this basic cause of
war been removed. There are no classes or groups which
can benefit from war or war preparations. Therefore
the Soviet Union pursues a positive and vigorous peace
policy and alone among the governments proposes total
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disarmament. Serious struggle against war involves
rallying all forces around this peace policy and oppos-
ing all attempts to weaken or destroy the Soviet Union.

The United States Prepares for War.

The government of the United States in spite of
peaceful professions is more aggressively than ever fol-
lowing policies whose only logical result is war. The
whole program of the Roosevelt administration is per-
meated by preparedness for war, expressed in the ex-
traordinary military and naval budget, mobilization
of industry and manpower, naval concentration in the
Pacific Ocean, intervention in Cuba, the continued
maintenance of armed forces in China, the loans to
Chiang Kai-shek, the initiation of currency and tariff
wars — all of which give the lie to the peaceful decla-
rations of the United States government.

Under the guise of public works, the NRA has
diverted immense funds from the care of starving mil-
lions to the building of a vastly larger navy and to
mechanization of the army. The widespread unemploy-
ment has been utilized to concentrate young men in
so-called reforestation camps, which the War Depart-
ment is using for trial military mobilizations. The mili-
tary training of youth in the schools and colleges is
being further developed. More and more, national
holidays and specially prepared demonstrations are
being used to glorify the armed forces and to stimu-
late the war spirit among the masses. Hundreds of fac-
tories are working overtime to produce munitions and
basic war materials for shipment to the warring coun-
tries in South America and the Far East. A centralized
war control of industry, along the lines of the War In-
dustries Board of 1917, is being established. As in 1917,
it is drawing the upper leadership of many trade unions
into active collaboration in the war machine.

Smoke Screens for War.

This Congress Against War warns the masses
against reliance upon the League of Nations and the
Kellogg Pacts as effective instruments of peace. The
Congress declares that this illusion becomes particu-
larly dangerous at the present moment, especially when
it is put forth as in the recent Congress of the Labor
and Socialist International and the International Fed-

eration of Trade Unions as a method of combatting
the war danger.

For Mass Resistance.

We can effectively combat war only by arousing
and organizing the masses within each country for
active struggle against the war policies of their own
imperialist governments, whether these governments
are working individually or through the League of
Nations.

The Congress declares that the basic force in the
imperialist countries for struggle against the war dan-
ger is the working class, organizing around it in close
alliance all of the exploited sections of the population,
working farmers, intellectuals, the oppressed Negro
people and all toiling masses and all organizations and
groups which are generally opposed to war on any basis.
The anti-war movement allies itself with the masses in
the colonial and semi-colonial countries against im-
perialist domination, and gives full support to their
immediate and unconditional independence.

P  R  O  G  R  A  M

The Congress pledges itself to do all in its power
to effect a nationwide agitation and organization
against war preparations and war. To this end we join
together in carrying out the following immediate ob-
jectives:—

1. To work towards the stopping of the manufac-
ture and transport of munitions and all other ma-
terials essential to the conduct of war, through
mass demonstrations, picketing, and strikes.

2. To expose everywhere the extensive preparations
for war being carried on under the guise of aid-
ing National Recovery.

3. To demand the transfer of all war funds to relief
of the unemployed and the replacement of all
such devices as the Civilian Conservation Camps
by a federal system of social insurance paid for
by the government and employers.

4. To oppose the policies of American Imperialism
in the Far East, in Latin America, especially now
in Cuba, and throughout the world; to support
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the struggles of all colonial peoples against the
imperialist policies of exploitation and armed
suppression.

5. To support the peace policies of the Soviet Union
for total and universal disarmament, which to-
day with the support of [the] masses in all coun-
tries constitutes the clearest and most effective
opposition to war throughout the world; to op-
pose all attempts to weaken the Soviet Union,
whether these take the form of misrepresenta-
tion and false propaganda, diplomatic maneu-
vering, or intervention by imperialist govern-
ments.

6. To oppose all developments leading to Fascism
in this country and abroad and especially in Ger-
many; to oppose the increasingly widespread use
of the armed forces against the workers, farmers
and the special terrorizing and suppression of
Negroes in their attempts to maintain a decent
standard of living; to oppose the growing en-
croachments upon the civil liberties of these
groups as a growing fascization of our so-called
“democratic” government.

7. To win the armed forces to the support of this
program.

8. To enlist for our program the women in industry
and in the home; and to enlist the youth, espe-
cially those who, by the crisis, have been deprived
of training in the industries and are therefore
more susceptible to fascist and war propaganda.

9. To give effective international support to all work-
ers and anti-war fighters against their own impe-
rialist governments.

10. To form committees of action against war and
fascism in every important center and industry,
particularly in the basic war industries; to secure
the support for this program of all organizations
seeking to prevent war, paying special attention
to labor, veteran, unemployed, and farmer orga-
nizations.

By virtue of the mandate granted by the thou-
sands of delegates from all sections of this country and
groups of the population which bear the burden of
imperialist war who, though they differ in political
opinions, trade union affiliations, religious beliefs, and
the methods of carrying on the struggle against war,
are bound together by their desire for peace, and on
the strength of its unshakable conviction that the
struggle against imperialist war is useful only to the
extent to which it effectively interferes with and check-
mates imperialist war plans, this Congress calls upon
the working class, the ruined and exploited farmers,
the oppressed Negro people, the sections of the middle
class bankrupted by the crisis, the groups of intellec-
tuals of all occupations, men, women and youth, to-
gether, to organize their invincible force in discipline
battalions for the decisive struggle to defeat imperial-
ist war.
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