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COMRADES:- With the Convention only & month away we are
8ti1l not very well prepared,especially in a financial way.
Locals that have money to send for Coumvention Pund should not
put off any longer,

There is still a lot of pre-Convention discussion to be
gotten out in the Bulletins, Much of it has come in vawy late
altho the open discussion period has been omsince Fed 1st.
Sevoral more sections of the Bulletin will be necessary,

The Convention will open on Saturday ,September 2nd at
10,a.m,in the headquarters of Iocal Detroit,
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PRE~ CONVENTION DISCUSSION.

Some Remarks On The Articles 0f Comrade O'Brien
(by Stanley Novak, Iocal Detroit)

CEnxrade O'Brien in his mumerous articles has touched on
many problems within the Party. However, to the disappointment
of many Comrades,he has failed to msake his criticism construct.
ive or to work out a definite position for strengthening the
Party on tie vsrdous questions upon which he has touched, Re-
ading Cormrade O'Brien's frequent articles,one cannot help fee-
ling that they contain littlermore than mere words. If the
accusation he brings concerning the mental poverty of the N.E.
C,43 correct, then his articles may be sccepted as a substant-
jation of his own charges,

It 1s very evident to many comrades that there 1s consid-
erable dissatififaction within the Party concerning the present
policy and leadership. This is noticeable even in the articles
of such urgent defenders of the present policy as Comrade O'B-
rien, The dissatisfaction of the membership does not at times
manifest itself in as constructive a criticism as one might
desire,but it is sufficient to establish the fact that there
must be something seriously wrong with the present structure
of the Party,and that its policy must be out of date on many
vital questions, It is extremely important to the future of
the Party that the coming Convention examine very carefully
and critically the structure, tactics,and leadership,regardless
of what trouble anl ¥ime such work may require,

Comrade 0'Brien takes severely to task all Comrades
who dare to question the soundness of the present Party posit.
fon and who may have enough courage to bring up questiona that
appear to them to be important, Bat Comrade O'Brien falls to
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make any kind of anmalysis on the questions put forth by the
Comrades he criticises,or to forrmiate the problems that in his
opinion are facing the coming Comwention, Are we to conclude
tiat everything is in perfect order in the Party,that mdthing
ecull be improved that no chanes of amy kind are needed,since
suca an old and leading member as Comrade 0 'Brien has so very
little of a positive nature to offer at this time?

We must encourage the membership to take full advantage of
the dlacugsion perlod to expresa their opinious,their criticism
of the Party’s posétion and leadorship freely in the Iocals and
in the Bulletin, Without frank delf-criticism we csnnot build
the necesaary revolutionsry leadership, The leadership of the
Party must very patiently and carefully oconsider the oriticism
and ozhpions advanced by the membership.

The style of criticism made of the various srticles by Com-
rade 0'Brien is harmful to the development of self-oriticism with-
in the Party, It will discourage the membership from expressing
their views. Comrade O’Brien does not give any satisfactory answer
to the questions put forth by the Comrades he criticéises. The orit-~
icism is too severe,in some cases almost personal{e.g.that on
Bergstrom).

"The weakness of our Party is that those who have teoreti-
cal sbility have to do s0 much of the concrete work of the Party
that théy have little time for theoretical study.] writes Comrade
0 Briem,in the June Bulletin, He makes no attempt to explain this
gstate of affairs, Is it not in itself proof of the fact that our
Party is badly lacking ia correct organization in division of
work,and in planning?

In the opinion of the present writer, the growth of our Party
is badly hanmpered by seversl serious shortcomings that must be
elininsted at the coming Convention if the Party is to make furt-
her progresss

le Duality in the national structure of the Party.The Nationsl
Secretary i1s eledfted by the Conveution and claims to have certain
authority and responsibility to ths body that elected him.Accord-
ing to the Party’s Constitution the National Executive Committee
has puwer to make decisions on all matters between the convent~
lons, When differences of opinion takes place between the National
Executive Council and the National Secretary the latter claims to
be responsible to the Convention and that he is not an office boy
to the Executiva Coufiecil., Is the National Secretary responsible
to the National Executive Committee and does he work under 1its
Jurisdiction,or is he responsible to the Convention only? This
dusl authoriéy at the head of the organization has greatly hamp-~
ered the work of our Party, The Convention must clearly defihe
Just who is the only and final authority in the Party between Con-
ventions, In the eplinion of the weviter, K the National Secretary
should be replaced by the Secretary pf the National Executive
Committee,elected by that body and completely respomsibls to 1t,

2. Too great centrglization of the Party's work in too few
hands. In the nationasl office power lies chiefly in the hands of
one man,the Wational Secretary, The leading comrades have too
little confidence in the ability of the rank and file in carrylng
on the work of the Party. They monopolize too large a share of
the responsibility., The attitude of the leading comrades discour-
ages the rank and file in assuming responsibility in the Party,

3 The leadership is not giving sufficlient time to the work
of the Party. The Party neceds at least a half dozen comrades to
work full time in tha National 0ffice,

4, Wo are behind in our study of theary and tactics;. omn
some vital gquestions we are completely out of date,

5, The Party’s position is too general, too Indefinite on
many important guestions,



3 6, Poor planmning in sending speakers, organizing new locals,
and raising funis-~-all this presents a serious and practicsal
problem th&t must be solved,

These are a few of the outstanding shortcomings of the
Party,all of which must be remedied by the coming Convention of
the Party if 1t is to grow in size,effectivencss,and signifiocance,

Party Leaderskip
{Anthony Bielskas, local Grand Rapids)

The center 1s the guiding body of tha Party between Conven-
tions, The center can only give proper guidance to the Party
when it is composed of the best informed, T glve guidance it 1is
necassary to how to apply Marxism to the obJjective conditions, the
center lacking this cammot give proper guidance to the Party.

The center should be composed of such memblrs who can write,
speak and organize. They should Inow the difference between schen
ing and planning also t are reform and revolutionary measures.
Iacking the undarstanding of these differemwes the center leads
the Party into"blind alleys,”

The delegates at the Convention will have to make a careful
selection of those for the center. Thoy must examine the qualif-
ications of the candidates that are nominated for that dody,they
mst study their weaknesses and alse their strength.They rmust see,
a8 Lenin once wrote,"It must see clearly,as if onthe palm of its
hand,the whole activity of every candidate for this post; it must
become acquainted with their fnditvidusl characteristics,thelr
woak sides and their strong sid th thair victories and their
;ggge);ats"( Lenin on Organization,in a letter to Yakra,Nov 25,

"
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A center composed of members with an understanding of the
objective conditions and the correct application of tactics can
lead and build the Party. As the rank and file are the refleection
of 1ts leaders,if the leaders do not understand,then it necessari-
ly follows that the rank and file will not understand the objective
conditions and the tactics to apply in the struggle,

The Party must be informed of this fact, that the present
N4E.C is a very weak one., Some of those on this body lack cons-
iderable understanding of the Party’s position on many questions
of vbtal importance . This ignorance has been an obstacle in the
path of the introduction of division of labo? in the N.E.C.

At the present time we have ohe member ,Comrade Novak, who
advances the theory that we should abandon the principlem that
the members themselves should know the Party's position on all
natters.” ILet us look at this as a premise to reason fromyand
see where it would lead us to.

If the Party took stch a position, it would logically
follow that,the center would be like the Pope of the Catholic
church. The rank and file of the Party would be believers instead
of knowers. The Communist Party is like that. We should be just
the opposite. The rank and file should study and know the Party's
position on all questions. By having this kmowledge the rank and
file can check up on its leadership, The rank and file should know
its leaders, They should know who to keep as lewmders and who to
get rid of, The rank and file should study the position of the
Party on all matters axd not leave that to a few. The more membwdrs
understand the position of the Party the stronger the Party will
be, Comrades, we must build a strong Party.let us insist that
every member must learn tha Party's position on all matters.let
us build a vangusrd of the working class and not merely a vang-

uard of the vanguard. Comrade O 'Brien was correct when he wrote
"New deals appear to be oune of the characteristics of decline,"
The Convention will have to be alert so that no tricky "New Deals”
are put over,

F.3- 2.5, % 3+ 3. SOU —————— ———————



Corments On"Critisism"
(by John Durhin, Iocal Detroit)

Whether the Party is to make progress in the future oxr
continue as in the past will be largely determined by the pro-
gram adopted at the coming Convention,

If some of the articlss appearing inthe Bulletin tndexr the
hesding of pre-Corvention discussion are to be taken ae & crit-
erion this coming Convention shouid prove not only very interest~
ing but very necessary--if some of the statements especially those
made by Comrade O!Brien are corrsct,

Reférring to thne May issue of the Bulletin,Com.0'Brien
nakes a rather remarxzadle statement to the effect that "The men-
tal poverty of the N.E,C,andl its E.C is manifest", Truly a stra-
nge situation where the mental capacity of our Party leaders is
a debatsble question, Joming from a menber 6f the N,E.,C such a
statament carried considerable significance,howsver, it 1s well
to remember that a vivid loagination is one of the characteristics
of the Irish.

The tribullations besotiing Com, O'Brien's "Moderm
Marxist from Africe Iudis or China,., in determining which party
he would join," whilie sounding chiidish snd sprarently harmless
convey certuin fanusndos aimed 2t Local Datroit, These insinunt-
ions having beer made thrcugh the medium of the Bulle tin the
privilege to comment o then likewise,is accepted.
Comrade G(Brien would advise his imaginary Marxist

"to read the theowretical articles contribdbuted by local D etroitw,
As a modern NMarxist our Chinese ccmrade would mo doubt be also
Interested in practicai appiication, Ian this respect he would

find Iocal Detroit in merked coutrast t0 those loecgls whose greal.
est achievement in their own estinmation, consisted in a presuppe
sed ability to pwofesszionally dlazucss ecomomic and political
trends,and whose, chisf occupation a5 far se revolutionary activii -
was concerned wes theivr participatiom in scholarly discourses

with other equally learned and mostiy in agpeement with them, T
paucity of theoretical articles contyidbuted by the members of
local Detroit to the "Pro NewsY mighkt poasibly prove a disappo-
intment to our visitor From afsr, but such disappointment would
undoubtably be overcome by the consolation derived fron reading
tha articles contributed by Comrade 0fBrien,which are most eo
plocuous by thelr absence.

o

Wo doubt,while"seeking concrets evidence™ our modern
Marxist from the Junglea(Why Import a Modern Marxist from Africa,
Indianar Chinatthere are several that we know of in the U,S both
nodern and antedeluvian) would rake some interesting discoveries.



For instance,tne c¢ause UnderlyIng the "thriving"conditions of
Local Chicago. This would prove a very valuable undertaking
provided the Party as a whole was advised as to the findings.
Cur visitor from the Wilds would then face the most difficult
task of all, that of finding one concrete sugrestion offered by
Comarade O'Brien im his voI%éInous writings as t0 Row the Party
may ve made to _fanction rmore efficiently in the future, HiS
"griticisn" 1is entirely negative and brings to miend the story

of tha Irishwoman who upon seeing her son's regiment on parade

was heard to exclain"Tha're all out of step except my son Pakr-
ick"

In the June issue,2nd.edition, caustically criticising
an article by Comrade Wass,Dstroit,Conrade 0'Brien attributes
Wess's orinions to influence from association. ™y personal
opinion causes me at this time to think that much depends on

influence from aseociation," Well;Well; can it be possible
that Comrade Bergstrom’s association with Comrade 0'Brien has
in any way been responsibvle for Bergstrom straying from the
path of revolutionary rectitude as defined by Com.0!Brien?

"The weakness of our Party is that those who have theor-~
etical ability have to do so much of the concrete work of the
Party that they have not sufficient time for theoretical study,”
Too bad; Come O'Brisen’s modern Warxist would be very interested
and would be well advised to seek concrete eovidence as to how
the decisions of the last Convention wers carried put with res-
pect to the Marxian Labor College,The Class War Prisoners, Te
Participation in Parlieméntary activity, Unemployment movenent,
Auxiliary Orzanizatdons,etc; What "concrete" work did our

tired theoreticians do fo carry out the decisions of the last
Convention relative to placingz the Party on the ballot? What
auxiiliary organizations did our over~worked intellsctuals help
to build? If it is a fact that this work was only undertaken
by *those active comrades in ILocal Datroit who according to Com,
O 'Brien stand so sorsly in need of m"theoretical directing"?

N.EOCO

‘ of wit,patience is sometines
%yéggtgggn%o%% the ef%ect that the pressnt
FaTp8t Lring the desired results", Comrade
Al Renner ,Datroit,advocates a change to a 7 member N.E,C. Com,
Remner ,as o member of the present N.B.C should certainly be in
a position to exzpiain whzt he beliweses to be the deficiencies
in ths present set-up. Howevar, if ths shortcomings of the Partly
leadership are not the »esult of "mental poverty” and can only
be attiributed to a weakness in the organizationsl structure of
the Party, I would offer the following sugzsstionsg
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That provision be made in the Party Constitution for
the setting up of a Central ZExecutive Cormittee, That this com-
mittee be selected by the N.8.Co That the Central Executive
Committee select,gnd be responsible for,the proper functioning
of the Central Executive Cormittes Secretary, That the editing
and publishing of the "Pro News" be undsr the supervision and
control of the Central Executive Cormittez, That there be only
two seperate funds: the Pross Fund ard the Party Pund,

Com. Rennor's suggests that only members who are in a
position to devote”™ a major portion of their time accept office"
to which Y would add that only members who can devote all thei
time should serve on the Central Executive Committee,



6 Third International
Comrade Mary Wright has expresmed sentiments long held by
many nmenbers of our Party in relatien to the Third International.
our woaition must Dbe duuermlneu 10% on the basis of what we beli -
eve 0 Me the situation Iin Germany or Ckina but whet we know OF
Tre astivities carried on by ths Amewican Jecticn of Sus Turd
Irternatioval,
Shovid an ixreosti: force atriks an “movable objsct Tthe
reasuld s “rfblema%“haW bv when one Yesrsssssd oF a single trgex
bT&lﬂ ihrows Als moklAlito high gemr the zasults are lLkGlY to
resandle the cemglomsration of rambling lrrassponsibldises tamentg
similigr to those advanced hv'Comrade Bebbitt in his "oriticismw
appeaving in the tirst July Bullatin,

Along with vitunsratlon the predominating features are a
eries of contradictions which not onl 7, rafiact the MOTHES of
osr*anvﬁﬂ i whicsh Comesfe 3abbitt ia floundering but giso ref-
s unders tari;u;!or 1sck) of Corrunist taciics, Give sn
5 this meuraful of dlaletices: "Tw class struggls and the
“*iay'ab 15?1@ are two Aletinet things,altbo the c¢lass stru-
gele deveiops cut of and iaclindes the overy day strugzie.” Bven
tr& most raaﬁa metaphysician would f£ind d?&:ﬂﬁley'contendlng
that two taings are distinet when ons dsvelopses out of and i
cludes the other.

: Gpaaking off the averyder struggle he says™ As workers We
st oa“i::mpatu in ths s“?nsuie te a cavtain sextent.,...but
with persistant propaganis and edusivicon we must Teach the worw
kars o Fﬂghu for bhemselves.” The measure ¢of our irflusrse
ancngst the workers will not ouly bs fetermined by our gtility
to foemulate ccrrect taclics bt also te the dsgree in whish we
ayply tnem in ths svery day struszsie, cenfining our "parsistent
p*uraauvan te the Four wals of ouwr loasl healguarters,where
G E &4 'ﬁtallecﬁuai ;eieahdi we cun Gissuss DTﬁ,JtJQLﬂous
rsaities ,Will not irspice the workars to fight for them-
?nc nettes how mUﬁh copraie Pabbitt may =0 desire it,
somrade Eabbitt shpaars to he wmisd 14 ﬁ a3 tc ths reason
for cal. ng a Gonvertion. ©7 the sitvation in the Party is one
i as bad es comraden Babhitt and C'Brien would heva us del-
icbz that in i+t32'L7 wouid prove the nscagaity.
vAnd will frrther state that the situastion in Tocal
Datroit has produced a runsing sore . sprsaiing into other local
o %the Party somaiimes v’un‘C“g~Jurd methols) a dsngs»pus
dis=ase Sblfilﬁyhnud ii7e of the Poxty." (1S 18 8 typical
etouyla EErtae wiid ranbiing assertiors for which comrade Babbi+t
da:ls to offer any worrobiva tion or svbatantiation,
al ¥lirt, 1t iz to be 3ircersiy

‘he one br*gbt spot i
enccuraging news walative to Jo
howe& +that this »ocal will qoeA be Lr g pesition to Lelp the
mant ars of locel Desitroit in the job &I 7 breaking down the con-
fidence of the workers in capltalilsm," especiaily'in the neigh-
borhood of Flint Mich,

Com, Babbitt charges 1ocsl Detroit with "Fziling in their
conduct of Forums" By waat prccess of mental coptortions he
srrives at such concliusicus i% ias iLficnlds Lo say. ths following
fagts, taken from-the resoris of the Parmun,wili ¥ #cre extent
explaln the "failure™ of tha Foxums conincted b laocsal Dstroit,
During the 1930-31 semsson ¢hs a&vﬂe~a*d Attendance st this Fommm
was over twenty-one thouﬂﬂw . *a* cellestions emoanting to mome-~
thing around $l030, over GI% of *he spesgkers balng Paity members,
This work resulted im mush va usdls acrtaotrheing nede and droved
a good veeruiting ground for the¢ asend rknr ¢f new mombars fon the
local, Barly in the season of Zi-I2, L ividuals like Com.Babdhitti
began harpin{t about the ngloppiness’ pua vpattl bourgeois™ gom-
plex of the Forum. As a result the polluy-was changed .University
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profassors(with one éxception) and bourgeois intellectusls were
not invited to speak,they were taboo, Soon this policy resulted
in the attendance veing confined to our own members with a sprin-
kling of C,P and I.W.W.
Izrespective of what Com.Babbitt may say to the contrary,

local Detroit realizes that our first task is the building of a

Cormunist party,whose members must have a thorough understanding
of Marxism,the more thoro the better., We are under no delusions
about revolutionary ideology arising out of the every day struggle
Revolutionary ideology develops with understanding, We fully under
stand the necessity and importance of study classes as a medimum
in acquiring a Mgrxian education, While a communist must have an
understanding of Marxism an.urderstanding of Marxism does not
presuppese a communist. Study classes are a means to an end,not
the end itself,

Comrade Babbitt has made plenty of noise while loudly
denouncing local Detroit,but he too is strangely silent on sm-~
ggestions of a constructive mature designed to facilitate and
improve the work of our Party.

An Answer To Comrade O'Brien's Criticism Of My
Theskés On Thes Depression,

( by M.A.Larsom, Local Detroit )

Picking up the second Section of the Jure Bulletin ,and
reading the three criticisms of Comrade O'Brienm upon the work
of other Party members,one can scareely escape the impression
that he is axcessively concerned to see to it that everything
shall always remain in the Party exactly as it has been to date,
It seems obvious that he considers the past theorizing,position,
and tactics of our Party on every point as nearly perfect as

may have been or may still be possible; and that no one except
extremely 01d comrades ani no'mushrorm" growths ,may raise a
voice without besing decried or derided.

I consider such an attitude unfortumate, and most inimical
to Party progress. And briefly I beg the courtesy of the Bull-
etimpto point out two or three weaknesses in Comrade O 'Brien's
criticisms,

In his first paragraph he implies that I had ssid that
those who said the crisis was due to the falling rate of profit
were ejected frcm the Party because they maintained that theory,
Tn2 fact is that I said no such thing,nor did I imply it in any
way. This looks like a chesp way of manufacturing a flaw in my
article.

After two or three vacillating paragraphs,Comrade O 'Brien
practically if not catagorically denies that the income of the
bourgeoisie hgs been reduced during the period of the depressior,
To me & is smazing that & man of Comrade 0'Brien's reading: and
experience can stilil mgintain such & vulgarism. It is tr?ue that
interest payments,being a fix2d charge for indebte@iness,whihch
always tends to grow larger even during a depression have not
declined in the same manner as industrial profits; but it is
algo true that the extreme,latsr difficulty of collecting these
paynents are largsly the cause of the panic that seized bank

depositors durinz the first months of this year and finally
brought. on the closing of all banks iy this ngtion. But even
here we may see the depression at work, forp acceording to the
Survey of Current Business( a govermment publication,the most
completegauthoritafive,and up-to-date obtainable),we find the
following feacts:




Year Monthly average interest and dividendspay-
ments ,millions of dollars.

1925 340
26 365
4 464
28 502
29 632
30 716
31 685
32 561

But when we look at the reports of industry,we find a tale
that ccmpletely corroborates my theory, Had I felt permitted to
taks more space,] would have quoted more figures in my persord
article; but I will cits 4 few more here, According to the sur-

vey of Current Pusiness, the ten most représentative groups
0f Gorcorations,ilciuling railroads,public utilities;telephone
ard telegraph companies, amd seven industrial groups,had the
following profits in millions in the years indicated;

Yesar All 10 groups Railways & Saeven groups
Public Utilities of Tndustries.

1925 2,812 1952 868
1926 3,196 2160 1036

&7 3,084 2098 996

28 3,544 2316 1228

29 3,992 2556 1436

3 3,040 2180 869

31 1,344 964 380

32 87 797 ( Deficit) -10L

1. A11 7 groups had deficits except foods and oils.

These figures ppeak ' for themselves, The 1929 Census of Wanrue
factures, covering 210,000 lndustries and involving 10,300,
“Wage workers,shows a Surplus Value of 20 1/3 billions. But
reprasentative industries operated at a loss in 1932,and we may
rightly assure that industry a9 a whole did likewise, This is
the nore remarkable, and constitutes a profound comment upon the
present depression,in view of the fact that industrial profit
declined oniy Trom Ll Eillioms in 1919 to 8 inm 1981, ,the period
of the last panin; dbut during the present one it has declined
from 20 billions fo lese than nothing! Furthermore,it is still
more sigrificant to notice that during po panic previous to 1921
did the quahtity of Surplus Value décline at =11l ;for exampls,in
1934,it totalled almost 4% billions ,which at that time was a new
high recoxd.

, - In addition we might cite the fact that ascording to
the March, 1932 Bulletin of the National City Bark of New York,
the average rate of profit for all corporations declined from
1% in 1929 to 3% in 1931, on & smaller valuation. It should,
however,be untecessary to doc more than to call attention to the
tremendous decreasz in productior~levels froml929 on to prove
thet bourgeois profits mus+t have dealined enormously; for,imd-
ustrial overhead remains the Same,the profit on é¢ach unit manu-
factured declines,as well as the number o2 units; thus,there is
8 doulle decrease which is again intensified by more desperate
conpetitisn for the remaining market. Gensral motors profits
dropped from 284 millions im 1929 to 9 millions the first quar~
ter of 1932. Today capitalism has not only seased to expand;it
has cease& to be able to expand; the system is now in the clut-
ches of g condif¥ion of which there was never before anything
more than a mere premomition,
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Further, on,Comrade O!'Bricn tries to show that there was prob-
ablvy o rising moverent in working-class standgrds of living bet-
woen 1866 snd 1914 and cites strikes as proof of his position,
Oomrade O'Erien should know that strikes are most frequantiwhen
capisalizm is exvauding whon there 18 considerable demand for
labor. When the unomployed army runs into many milliéns,men on
the Jjob are not likely to g0 on strike., The point is,that between
1846 and 1900 American capitalism was rapidly and continuously
expanding wanlth wss incraastng by leaps and bounds railroads,
eities and intustriss wore veing doveloped,-- in short,there was
work work work, The master clmss then did all in its power to en-
gonurage lmmigration., Between 1200 zrd 1914 Amarican capital was
no ionger in its ney-dey of growth,bul yet expansion was conti
ing along a silghtliy different line. Betwesn 19231929 o new perid
of raconstruction ensued as an aftermath to the war and in conse-
quence of this country's advantageous ocononic position in the
world; also it was propped up by ertificial canuses for prosperit
But today,capitalism has played its trump cards, ons after anot}
her; all attempts now to enliven it are like sttempting to galm-
anize a corpse into iife again,
The Proletarian Pavriy pust recognize these kindrad facts,
and shupe its progranm ard policies accordingly; what appiied 25,
or 15,o0r 10,0r 5 years ago no longer gpplies,-~- and the Prolet-
arian Party must project spokesmsn who see this ss clearly as
sunlight and evaluate it correctly.

The Detroit Merry-Go-Round
{by Garl Babbitt,Local Flint)

The opinion has prevailed and been expressed by the N,E.C
members of Local Tetroit for sometime that our Perty was suffer-
ing from serious shortcomings; organizational and theoretical
weaknesses ,and that certain new developments and conditions had
arisen that we must recognize, Therefore,they maintained,a Con-
verntion of the Party wae necessary to meet this situation.

The N.E.0 in Jemusry decided to hold a convention ud in
Tebruary the proe-couvention discussion period opened.

It then becums the duty of these N,%,C members to explain
to all the membsyrs of the Party in the Bulletin what these organ~
izational ard thecrstlssgl wesknesses were and to expleim these
nsw devalopments ohd conditions they maintained exigted. Also
it was thoir duty &9 nembzrs of the IU.T,C in the pesition of lea-~
ders of our Party to suzzset o the mombership whet should be
done to improve cur progcam and tzotbios,to eliminate our weakness-
es S0 as to strongtuen the Pardy to meal these new conditions,
But what happened? Fouwy mouths cif the pre-convention period elap-
sed and not one wori sppeared in the Bulletin from the N.E.C men-
bers in loagl DetrcitT,

Pipally thoy hememeut of thair slumber and in the June
Bulletin there is an articis from Conmwvade Landgraf and in tha
sscond section of iie Jure Zulletin Com.Reuner has an article,
Fow let usanalyse these articles. Fivet,Com,Iandgraf; He starts
out by saying;"The Yroletarisn Party has reschsd a stage in the
revolutionary labor muvement of America to seriously take stock
of our Party structure. #Hatlie 1T may have fldled the bill in the
past,eta,stc”. Then in the second paragraph he ssys;” That the
Party machinery nsecs overhauling and a2 plamed prokram on orzan-
ization put into sffect iz obvious," Thenr note what follows:"This
is the work of thecoiing Convention."” What is ths pre-conventiorn
discussion period fors Why pass everything on to the Convention?




10 1t 15 obvious to Com,Ilemdgraf that our Party machinery needs
overhauling and he feels that the present Party structure will no%
£131 ths b11l,tlyon the responsibility falls upon him as a member
of tas 1,E,0 o tell the membership how this overhsuling is going
to bo done anmd to make suggestions for the glénned program that
he spaoaks about. But Com,Landgraf entirely ignores his responsibili-
and is satisfied to leave everythimg for the Convention,

All Conrade Landgraf hag to offer is this;that we should sbars
to build a new organization, the Marxian Labor College,with dues-
paying members and officlala, If the Party structure {s so weak
88 ho contends anl needs complete overhauling then Com,Lendgraf
should devote all his time and ability to accomplishing this over-
heilinm job before he thinks of starting snother organization,

ur study class work is part of the Party smctivities and
should never be organized om a Aues paying basis with seperate
officials, This class work should always be under the supervision
of the committees of the Party and should always be free to all
workers who show a desire and willingness $o study Marxiem, The
YNarxian Labor College i8 a good name to apply to this branch of
our Party activity,

Com, Landgraf concluded by advising the members not to fall
aslesp on the job. In reply I would adviae him to quit drsaming
and abandon his utopian schemes for ideal or perfect organisations,
We must realize as materialists that we cannot build an organizat-
ion out of our immaginations. The building of a revolutionary Party
is a process., We must unierstand the social conditions and build
with the material at hand., Some ofbthis materisal is good,some not
80 hedjgome bad,and a lot of it is rotten. But this material like
everything else in the universe is subject tochange and the dad
may become good and the good bad, -

ComradesRenner entitles his article"New Methods™To Meet
Changing Conditions" ,and all through his article we search in vain
for a word sbout these changed conditions,or the new methods.iAs a
result of the miserable failure of the Forum in Detroit this past
season Comrades Wess and Howard made .this statement to me:"Forums
are no longer effective we have to devise entirely new methods,”
And now Com.,Renner repeats this same thing in the Bulletin, What
are the new methods? Why don% the Comrades of Tocal Detroit tell
the Party members what new nethods we must use,and explain these
¢thanged conditions they talk so much abouts

A1l Com,Romner has to offer the membezrship in his article
is this, In place of the present N,E.,C of 15 members,functioning
on the basis of democratic centralization,he recormends an N,E.C
of 7 members,to function on the basis of burgeois bureaucracy,

He says: "Bach member of the N,E. to be a specislist in his
field and to have full chargeof all Party activity inhis field and
to have the power to appoint a Comrade in each district to work
under his supervision,” What a wonderful outfit that would be.
It is just another utopian scheme,

The rules, regulations and plans necessary to perfect an
organization are formulated and adopted as the organization grows
in size and influence, The activity of the membership cause this
development, But many of the members think they can formulate
plans and perfect an organization out of their imaginations,

Com,0'Brien recommends the reduction of the N,E.C,to seven
members and explsins why he thinks thidsshould be done, Com,Renn-
er agrees with @om.0'Briem on the reduction dut fails to give the
reason why he thirks this should be done, It is important that
the membership should know why these membsrs in local Detroit
want the N,EB.C reduced to seven members, These mémbers have cert-
ain 1deas as to how the Party should bé run, Some of the othexr
members on the N,E.C have opposed them,particulatly the Wational
SeocrotaryY.
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Because the National Seoretary dares to have opinions and
ldeas opposed to their's and has the courage to stand on his
own feet,they recommend that the office of National Secretary
as constituted at present be abolished, According to them the
the National Seoretary of our Party should not be a Wational
Seoretary performing his duties as outlined in the Constitution
He should merely be s dummy without ideas or opinions;a flunky
to obey their orders. Tha Party must be run as they think it
should be run and if the majority of the N,.E.C makes decisions
against them,éhan the ¥,B.C should be reduced to seven members,
and these seven members should live in or close to the city
where the Mational O0ffice 1s locatoed{preferably Detroit). Each
member to be & specislist in a particular field,and th have
full charge of all Party activity in his field,and the National
Secretary's job should be taken over by one of these s8even mem-
bers, Ihen we wonld have seven bureaucrats and a WMational Sec-
retary who would abey their orders without question, Then the
Party would be run as they want it to bse run,

I think that in the coming Convention these "babes in the
woods" will find out that the other locals in the Party will
have somathing to say about how the Party should be run and
will not allow it to be run as loocal Detroit has been run, -

The idea of daveloping specislists is a good one ami would
be practical 1f we had about 100,000 members. Com, Renner erroR
neously assumes that the development of professional revolutionm
nists means specialists in a particular field., A professional
revolutionist is one that has the ability and the courage to
devete all his time to the revolutionary movement. To maintain
and build our Party this type of member is necessary. (Com,Renn=
er says ;"We must develop them",but bgkes moaastempt to offer
any suggestions as to how this can be done, ILlke Com.Jandgrsf
he is satisfied to say® This is the work of the coming Conventio:
We must understand that there is a vast difference between a
professional revolutionist and a professional¥politician," One

devotes all his time to the movement with the spirlit of sacr-
1fice and loyalty,the other manuevers to land a Job 1in the orz-
anization for mercenary reasons,

It is interesting to note that Com,Renner stresses the
importance of having a specialist to work amoup the farmers,
Parmers snd farming seems to be a bugaboo with some of the
menmbars of Local Detroit, Altho there are approximately half
s million wage slaves in Detroit and over half of them unemplo-
yed,a fortile field to cgrry om Party activity,many of. our leal -
ing members there have almost entimely abandoned the task of
building up local Detroit. Instead of devoting themselves to
Party work they have developed & peculiar affinity for farmers
and farming and to prove that they are paractical revolutionisgts
have become "sons of the soil." Perhaps this group of sod-buasters
is the embryo of the Gormittes of fgriculture of the future
Proletarian State, Com.Wass recognizes the importance of dele-
gates coming to the Convention prepared,with something in thelr
hands and heads,so I would suggest that these revolutionary
farmers of Iocal Detroit prepare a thesis on the Farm Problem
for the coming Convention.

A pre-Convention discussion period is for the purpose of
criticising and discussing our own weaknesses and short-comings,
to make recommendstions and suggestions and then to make dec-
isions as to whet should be done,so we cen come together in
a Comvention,prepared to strengthen the Party.
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But what has happened? ‘The N.E.C members in lLocal
Detroit,who prior to the deoision to hold a Convention
continually complained gnd harped about our weaknesses and
wanted a Convention to remedy the terrible short-comings
they maintained existed in the Party, have not offered the
membership in this discussion period one singdb suggestion
for the improvement of our Manifesto and Brogram or an int-
elligent idea for to strengthen or expamd the Party., Why?
I know these members have some definite opinions about what
they want done. They have expressed them to me, Why dont
they tell the membership? Why haven't they the courage
and honesty to tell the members imthis diascussion period
that they think Com.Keracher should de removed as Nationsl
Secretary,and the National 0ffice moved to Detroit?

There is nothing wrong in thinking that the FNational
0ffice should be moved to another city,or wanting the present
National Secretary removad if these changes are for the purp-
ose of improving the Party, dbut it is the duty of these mem-
gers to tell the memberahgp why they think this should he

one,

What advantage is there to the Paryy in having the
National Office in Detroit? Why should Comrade Keracher
be removed &8 National Secretary, and whé in their opinion
is better qualified to hold the office? Instead of honestly
discussing these matters with the membership in this open
discussion period they are satisfied to remain silent for
four months and then in the final month of the discussion
period they write articles for the Bulletin amd talk vaguely
about"fhe Need For Change"™, and the "Need for new methods™,and
that"the Party ngeds to be overhauled,"

Instead of honastly and fearlessly criticising the
ideas and actions of individuals they disagree with,and putting
forth their own ideas for the improvement of the Party,so that
all our ppinions and disagreements could be intelligently dis-~
cussed,they remain silent on these vital matters, What kind
of a game are you playing?

In the second paragrsph of Comrads Iandgraf's article
he reveals a little of the situation exgsbing in Local Det-
roit, He speaks of the windy business meetings and how every
issue that comes up reflects a personal conflict and that new
members leave,confused and demorilized. But instead of turnirg
the searchlight upon themselves,and shouldering the responsiib-
1lity <for their local conditions, Comrade Landgraf tells us;
"The Party machinery nseds overhauling”. Inferring that the
Party is responsible for their windy business mestings,and
their inability to eliminate confusion and demoralization
among the members of Local Detroit.

The confusion and demoralization prevailing inlIocal
Detroit is largely the tesult of the miserable failure of
the N.E.C members there, and they cannot escape the respon-
81bility for those conditions by talking about weakness in
Party structure,ete. It certainly will be one of the basks
g.f the coming Convention to clean up.the mess in our largest

ocal,
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Pre~ Convention Discussion
(by Pred West and George Snider,local San Francisco)

Regarding The Pro News:

curade Tishler says the condition of the Pro News is
explained by the negligence of the party members,this is true

to a great extent, gud as he stated "we are all responsible for Fik
this,™ But the Marxiam position of the paper and the type of art-
icles have deterioted of late so badly that if something is not
done we would be better off without the paper.

There are different ways of writing news, If the paper were
coming out daily or weckly then news could be written as news,
But at the rate of once a month it is no longer considered news,
and should be written from & (purely) theoretical view point, an-
alytical in charascter and summed wp with the lessons learned and
the ACTIION to be taken, As an example of the poor grade of art-~
icles we should point to the may issue with the article of E.4,
cn inflation,there we have a purely bourgeois vulgar interpretati:
of "Going off the zold standard” and worse than that;the bourgeois
theory of "more currency being issued ageinst a given gold reser-
es being inflation, The printing of such statements in our offic.
ial paper nust be held againat the editorial board even more than
tha writer(although the writer in this case is also & member of
the board).

In the June idsue we have & typical Trotskyist analysis
of tha Moorey Convention,to-~wit;- The Convention is c¢ontrolled by
the C.P.-~they want to cram in 21l theéir pet slogans,etc,ete, Aft- -
21l thias exposure of the Mooney Convention “we are to support is",
THEN WE GET NO ATLVICE ON HOW TO S3UPPOT IT.

The article on the farmer is another garbled affair;no
analysis for the prolstarian's guidgnca,no direction ef how we
should approach the farmer, The statement by the C.I.on Germany
without editorial commen* capped the c¢limax of PARTY CONFUSION,
LACK OF UIDERSTANDING AND LACK OF COURABR,to place the ¢,I, in its
correct opportunistic a+vl 1ationalistic category, Since a few mon-
tha aftsr our iast Conventivn to C.I‘s piurely nationalistic pro-
gran in Germany has hsen if not so bal as the S,D.P,,at least,
very close to it. The fumous Tnited Front of the C.,P of G and the
Nazis 'against the Prussien Diet,their appeals to the petty bourg-
eoise their national fights against the Versailles Treaty,the Daws
plan and the young plan have reapsd the rewsrd of seeing their masc
es trained innationaglism,finding their rightidul place in the hat-
ional fascist party of Hitler.

Says the C.I in effect;the Vorsallles gystem-~-caused temvest-
uous outbursts of nationalism and German chauvinsim--culminatina
in the Nazie Party. But what did the C.P.G. expact to ascompliah
by vatering to this nationalistic"against the Versaille systenr o7
the Bourgeoisie, Did the C.I or the C.P.G expose their rroMlom aw
the problem of the German bourgeoisis under the yoke of ths irp.
erialist,

The C.X. Party inimerica has basically the ssme orpo—itn-
istic and nationglistic stand with their Bourgeois Black Repuilii
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"appeals to professionals,councils for the protection of small
depositors and small bugsiness men,farmers moratorium,red-blooded
rights of the governed"(veterans laison committee),farmers amnd
workers govermment and ex-service vice-president.#

All these sloppy demands have a fundamental basis which is
petty bourgeois nationalism. Is there really much difference
between this and the"defend the fatherland™ of the Second Inter-
national 2

The Pro Party camnnit condome such anti-Marxian propaganda
and it should not be put in the Pro News as it is a reflection
on the theoretical level of the Party.

ON THR NEGRO QUESTION:

In the June Bulletin Comrade O'Brien states; "I have refr-
alned from speaking publicly on the Negro question and I have
adbised other Comrades to do likewise until our Party has made
a decision,” Here is an exmmple of how omne of our oldest come~
ades not only refuses to take the stand of the Party,but slso
by his own statement"advises other comrades to ignore ths Party
stand the same as himself,"

Comrade O0'Brien's stand is the same as in 1931:he was pres-
ent at the 1931 convention mnd knows very well that the Party
took a definite stand against the C,I's nationalistic interpret-
ation of the Negro question,he knows very well that the Party's
stand was against his personal stand., But Comrade O 'Brien's pere-
onal stand seems to be the most important, The Party’s stand is
not to be carried oub evidently and so Comrade (O'BriemTadvisen
other conrades not to do so.

Conrade O'Brien may say the Party's position has not been
published;if the thesis has not been published,"Thesis on Inter-
national Relations™ kit is the fault of the N.EB.C. Comrade Q'Brien
is 8 member of the N,E.C. Why doesnt he place the blame where it
belongs inst¥ead of hedging around and trying to meke it appear
that we have no stand on this question? Comrade O'Brien tells
us to read Stalin,and also the C.I's thesis on the Negro question
but to pay no attentiog to the C,P of A's distortion-of the C¢,I's
position, He doesn't state how or where the C.P of j,distorts the
C.0@"s stand on the Negro question, The facts are that the ¢,I.'s

position onnthe Negro question is the most silly and fantasgtic
romance over to be forced on the révolutionary movement.

Wo dont have to go to Browder Hathaway or Stalin,we can
Just take the C.I's thesis;this,is the official stand of the C,I
and it doesnt have to be interpreted by any of the little generas
of the C.P. Does Corrade C*Brien agrae with the C.If{s"oppressed
nation” is a part of the South{so-called Black Belt) containing
25% of the negroes of America,an oppressed nation just because
the C.I,dvaws & pretty little shaped mep and says sof

And this extraction of "super profits"” ,where did the @,I
discover this nonsense? If Conrade O0'Brein would get his head
out of Moscow anl look up some American statistics he will fimd
his "super profit" from the Black Belt is just another fairy 43
tale that that should have stayed behind the walls of the Kremlin,
He will also find out that the Cotton and Tobacco farmers,land
owners or share croppers,whideloredobhidd are figuratively speaki.y
"on the bum” and like the rest of the petfy bourgeoisie in gmerica
are begging the goverment for help.

"The political and social equality™ for the NWegroesy what
does this mean? Do they mean t0 give them the same sociagl and
political equality that the whites have? If they do,does th#t o
away with the class strugszle?
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Their demand"to remove 811 the imperislistic armed forces from
the Black Beltv-~that's good; we would like to see all {he armsd
forces in America done away with,but any Marxist kncowsnihis can
be donse only when capitalism has been abolished. The C,Yiz"rast
majocrity™ of negroes in the RBlack Belt turns out to be a majcyis-
in one stats,and there less than 51%,and then the vhites must
s2bmit to the memjority; 49% whites must submit to 51% nepwoes *o

& Plack Borrgeois Republic. These are the figures from the Ansri. .
census oI 135L1. Parhaps the boys in Moscow can count better than
the ceusus takers in America, When faced with this the C.P lawysr
aud priests,chopped the Black Belt up into countios to fit the
occasion and now their pretty little map has several little black
republics,

Comrade O'Brien tells us to study the history of the
negro-~ I advise Comrade O0'Brien to read something e®se besidus
the confused drivel in the IMPRECOR, The C.I's condidering tte
Negro question as a national one and calling for & Black republic

out-Garveys the Garveyites, But no! when the C.P,puts forth nat-
ional bourgeois demands it is revolutionary,when Marcus Garvey or
the N.A.42.C.P,does so0,it is reactionary. When the C.P said repeal
the 18th Amendment it was revolutionsry,when the democrats advoe-
ated repeal--1t was reactionary.

Besides Comrade O'Brien,we note Comrade Novak wonder
whether the negroes are suffering from a pre-capitalist form of
oppression. The C.I claims the system of "share croppipg" is a fe i}
udal systen. Is this what Comrade Novak means? Does he 6r Comrado
0 'Brien think share cropping im feudslistic? TIf they do,then
there is 1lots of feudalism in all farm sections of America regard-
less of what color the shars croprvers are.

Can Comrade Novak or Comrade O'Brien show us where the
share croppers 4o not produce for sale? Are those that share-
crop any @ifferent than those who pay a money rent3 T know in
Gglifornia,at least, a considerable number of former rent payers
who are now share croppers.But they are still capitalist farmers
as long as they produce for sale. And if the negroes do suffer
from a pre-capitalist form of oppression; what about ft--does
Comrades Novak and O'Brien maintasin that a capitalist revolution
is necessary in capitalist America?

I meintain that the position taken by our Partyat the 1971
Convention is correct and altho we could take many pages in writ-
inz a thesis on this so called "Negro Question” by extending and
widening the explanations;yet the fundamental stand, to-wit;-

That the "Negro" like gll other workers is exploited
because of being a worker 2nd not because of racial or national
divisions,should by no meand be tampered with., This practice of
trying to foment a seperate national feeling, which does not at
present exist among the negroes, will tend to widen the gap bet-
ween tha negro and vwhite workers rather than promdte unityl

And finally, ths individual persevution of negroes or

even their persecution as a minority in America,is the result of
racisl prejudice,in turn a historical development from the pre-
vious position of the negro under chattel slavery,which was in
some respects,superior to that of the poor whites,

Coupled with this there is the further competative threst
--as a8 huge industrial reserve army--that they presented to the
white industrial workers since the Ci¥il War. All southern wore
kers ,whether white or black,present the same threat,but the whits
workers inthe north only see the black threat.

This racial prejudice fostered by the master class as
well as competition among all of the working class, results fron
the nature of the capitalist system of production itself and muz%
be fought tooth and nail by the revolutionary movement,
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Te revolutionary party must bend every effort to show not
only the negro worker s but the workers of all races and nat-
ionnlities,thatt their interest is not the temporary competitiwe
gtruggle far the job,but the necessaty unity of setion amomg the
gre%t mass of wage workers for the complete abolition of the wmgec
system.

THE FARM QUBSTION.

Comrade Novak says, "What Revolutionary possihility does ths
farmer possessy" and further he says,"We must connect up the stru-
gzle for the revolution with the immediate and concrete demands
of the farmer." If Comrade Notvak knows what revolutionary poss-
ibilities the farmer possesses,anl he must know,because he wants
us to gomnect up the farmers'! concrete demsnds with the revolutior:
then why doesn't he tell us what these possibilities are? Is Com-
rafe Novak speaking in behalf of ghfarmers league or a revolutione::-
political party? What are these irmediate and concerete demands
that are revolutionary?

We know what the immediate and conocrete demands of the far-
mers are; but ,we lack the profundity to discern how or where they
areo revolutionary. Tho demands of the farmers 'are; less tames,mor-

atoriums on mortgages,no more mortgage sales, farm loans ab low
rates of interest,and mainly" higher prices for their commhdities.”

Does Oomrade Novak contend that these demands are revolutionary

or even that they are conducive to a revolution in America? Wesee
these demands of the farmer working in behalf of maintaining the
farmers in thelr present position as capitalists and consequently
they will contimue to be diametrically opposed to the working cl-
ass revolution, But perhaps Comrade Novak knows of some "new
revolutionary demaends" of the farmers,if so we are eagerly await-
ing to hear about them,

For our part we are in agreement with the past stand of
the Party on this question. We are not opposed to working in
farmers leagues or even to the extent of helping to organizé them ,
but we work in them only for the purpose of working on them, to
point out that many are doameddas farmers sand that"they should
defend not their present but their future interests™, They should
not vainly try to roll basck the wheels of history,but to aid in
rolling it forward to the Proletarian Dictatorship,amd the co-op-
arative cormmonwealth,

™% C, I. QUESTION:

In our ctiticism of the C.I's statement in the Pro News we
dealt extensively enough with this question,to warrant in our
opinion the following stand om the C.I,:

That due to their continual natioralistic snd petty bourge-

ois.opportunistic policy over a period of at least nine years,
the Communist International should be condemmad by tha Proletarian
Party as non-Marxian,and placed in tlye same catagory that Lenin
placed the Second International before the Great War. The Party
stands at the cross roads;either we take a firm unwavering Marx-
ian stdnd,or continue our cringing attitude,servidé in many res-
pects ,in trying to cater to the C,I,'s position as in the past.
We are sick of this eternal criticism of the C.I.at

Conventions and the writing of elaborate thesis that are never
published ,what advantage lies in this attitude we cannot find,but
the disadvantages are numerous. If we maintain,as some do,"that
the C.I is correct but the C.P does not carry it out"; then from

time to time our new members trained on this basis will swing
over to the C.P,as New Yor¥ did in 1931,anmd as did part of Cle-
veland., We can no longer say that the American section is bad,
because late international developments have proved that all
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Sections in capitalist countries are as bad as the american sect-
ion,

Germeny,England Austria,Spain,New Zealanml and Gneece are
811 based on petty bourgeois nationalism, In our presgnt posit-
ion ws are not only training people for the G,P., but if wo take
the "Holy of Holies"(C,I) for exarple as the last word in Marxism
we willbe training nationalistic fascists instead of Marxians,

We should stand above the C,P as an organization,and not
trail behind barking at their heels like the Iovestoneite and
Teotskyite canmp followers,

The time has come to take a clesr Marxian stand for rev-
olution and fighting hostile attitute towatds sll organizestions
that claim to spesk for the working class,yet who in reality
represent the interests of the petty bourgeois shop keefers and

farmers of America,
More About The C,I.
(by C.M.0'Brien,Yocal JTos Angeles)

Comrade Mary Wright of local Boston,in the 2nd section of the
Jure Bulletin, says we should alter our position and instead of
saying the C,I, "is the best international working class organ~
izstion" ww should criticise the g.I. My reply is that we could
fill every issue of the paper with criticism of the C.I,and still
maintain that it is the best working class internstional, She
says ; "Many of the policies for whioch we criticise the C,P.,aTe
the directions of the C,I." . I think we criticise the C,P.,for

distorting the directions of the C.I., Comrade Wright gives the
following exanmples:

1st, Ths C.I. is in perfect harmony with the C.P of A,
on the Negro question, Evidently she has not read the criticism
of the C.P by the C.I for distorting their resolution on the Negro
question.

' 2nd, The United Front from below, The united from from
below does not necessarily exclude the bureaucrats on top,but a
tnited front with the bureacrats mey sasily exclude the member-~
ghip from below,
3rd, If the C,P is rotten the C,I is no more sound
and that our differences with the C.P,should be put inour prog-
ram. As I said &n reply to Comrade Wass,to condemn & part is not
a condermmation of the whole and our condemnation ef the part is
in all of our literature,only not enough of it because we cannot
afford the space,
4th, That our Matxian aducation aught to enable us, empec-
ially the Editorial Besrd,to make & decision about the German C,P
without so much delay. Our Editorial Board are chosen becsuse
they 1ive close to our headquarters and they are not paid for
editing. Every member has sccess to the same information as thyg
have about the German situation, Thanks -to our Marxian education
they did not jump at hasty conclusions such as Mgry Wright has,
5th, That we should not back up the C.I,attitude of reg-
arding the Social Democrats as greater snemies than the Pascists
and the refusal of the C.Y.,to unite with other labor organizat-
ions in the face of the menace of PFascism, Yes we do snd we she
ould continue t6 regard the leaders of Social Democracy as our
closest enemies, the closest enemies of Marxism. I have mo infor-
mation of the C,P of Germany refusihg a ubited front with other
labor orgnizations against Pascism,
e C.,P of G,,made the mistake of trylng to win the mass-
es from the S5.,D.P.,by trying to be more opportunistis than the
S«D.Ps It is worthy of note that the leader of the C.P of G.,
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was .before the Pascists took power, discharged by the C,i. sx:
seversly repremanded by the ¢,I. True he has since then pisos
at tho head of the C.P.0f G.o Porhaps there was notl adcther mon.
hax uf tha party as capable as he incompetant though hw mmy be,
o 7rotskyltes ars feasting on the cxislis in Garany
apd in ¥ois coumbtry. They are making e special affort o suibly
cur membars vwith their literature, Jur members showid refraln
from being inlluenced until they know the whole hisfory ¢% wo o~
gkv an’” ii=2 sroup in this countty that support him, Then witi a
proper understanding of Marxism,we can read their litsrature as
we do the Daily Worker ,knowing vwhat to accept and what to reject.
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The remarks I sent in last week regarding Comrade Mary Wright’s
article in the 2nd addition of the June Bulletin,did not mention
her charge that the C.I.,organizes dual unions. I éid not then
have the time to look up the date that T thought I had and since
then T fand that I left that information in San Franclsco, How-
svsif,80 Far a’ Y know the C,I,,or the RILU have never instructsd
their sections to organize dual unions, Their instructions werse
tc organizse the unorganized and those workers expelled from the
old uaious, This contention is, I think, supported by the follo-
wing quotationsg;

The"Communis t International ¥ No 7,Vol VII.,says in par?t
"Ienln‘s incomparsbla work; Left Wing Communism an Infantile
Disorder,was written in the strugele against 'héroes? Neverthao.
iless in omv prashical trade union and mess work, relapses olllen
rnacisceious ,ere frequently made....and dela;r the develcpmant ar”
et et s o F Aha s o < sk sk dokokok sk . S
ripening o *the prolatarian revolution, How,for ewample,
in the rki» district, cen such slogans ag;"Whoever is nof with
bbe Jomunnists is an ally of the class enemy and must be treatel
83 Sich® cr "FLght the edherents of the Fascistd,so that thoy
veu e Griven out ofbthe factories™, or™ The social damocratie
memdzi8 are e¥ bvad a3 if not worse than their socisl-fazcist
leadews, who have already been exposed to the masses"-~-bow can
stek 5hogeas win us anything bat issolation from the messagy®®*
Tre F.Ith Congraose must entirely repudiate that arrcgarnce..,
Ravolntiooary trade unionists in particular must exoerciss a
great doeal of pulience in winning by irtensive ideclegical work,
thoss mussies of workers who sre sitill adherents or followers of
the eiesa enemy ov ¢f ids social-fasceist allieSsecvosee

"The old Ldea of labor aristocracy,as the name given %o
that ssetlion of the highly skilld workers... is ko longer wali
ors bocausa in the ratiocnalized fagtory of today the o.l Ji:lfer.
ences teiwsen the Lighly skilled manual worker bad boen aboliszhel
Whereever we nmeét those workers,whether in the streel wr im e
fectory,at home at meectings or at the pub,whether in snortsmer
cultursl organizations or wherever else,we must work among them.
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mj Aarge number of the membera of the Communist Psxty
have in the last few years 13ft the unions ot oniy in the eevs:
of ceaging active wnion work,but cqmpletely,as mambers. They le !
voluntarily,not because they ware expelled.,

Fkaeok *okokok kKK

"Wo must not drew away from the masses,and form new uxi -3
prematurely, becauvss vevolutivrary fmpaitisnce or an insufiiciow”
understanding of the roal will of The maszos may wlalasd mEas
thinzas are at present, they would be orgenizations witu ociy «I.
icials,dAcking a rank and file,.." An amrticle by Tosovsky pub



lished in the Dally Worker,Aug 15,1030 oriticizing deviations
that must be fought, He séys in fmrt: "Tamping tggether the
gsocial~fascist leaders and the workers who follow them; in not

rowing how to work--often mot wishing to work- in the reformist
trade unions,...™

The January 15th,1932,issue of the Communist Tnternational
(offioclel organ of the C,I) has & report of the Bighth Session
of the Central Council of the Red International ILabor Union,a
vart of which reads as follows;

"The Session paid considerable attention to the question
of work inside the reform trade union movement, The Pifth Prof-
intern Congress raised the question of work in reformist and other
roactionary trade uniond as one of the aentral tasks of all sec~
tions of the Profintern-w--- ~At the sams time work inside the
rofornist trade unions during the period under review was not
onliy not increased ,but almost universally slackened off, The
session esteblished that this state of affairs is absolutely
intolerable ahd demands that all sections bring sbout in pract-
ice an irmédiate changs in this work..e...." Regarding the
wemployed, this report also says: "The main thing is to develop
this movement wider and wider,to guarantee that the Red Trade Unic
and the trade union opposition #ive concrete ,day to day,leader-
ship to the unemployed movement, In this lies the gurantee that
the struggle of the unemployed will be linked up with the struggle
of those engaged in industry,which is the main problem. The lesd-

ership must not take the form of a sort of guardianship over the
unemployed movement, or of orgasnizationally including this move-
ment as part of the Red Trade uhions and trade union opposition,
Iis lesdership must consist in safeguarding the crestion of
cormittees and councils of unemployed on the basis of a trus,
broad,united front foon helow,,...."

This report further states:"In several places the correct
Bolshevik relationship,which should exiat between the Party and
the vanguard and the trade unions as the transmission belt has
not been properly understood, Party organizations too frequently
still order the trade unions gbout and act in their place,insteci
of leading them throughtheir fractions. Te flagrant opportuniss
vioew that it is the Party's business to deal with politics,and
that the economic strugzle can be left to the trade unions,is
still not entirely overcome in certain sections of the Cormunist

Parties,"..."

Criticism Of A Critic
(bg Stanley Novak,Local Detroit,)
Comrade Bahbitt in an article in the July Bulletin came
out with a brand new definition of the class struggle and s
severe criticism of local Detroit for its mupposed low theor-
etical level, We agree that practical activity without theoret-
leal clarity is practically useless. Clear understanding of class
lines,the class strugzle, and the economic and political forces
that shape the position and the strugzle of the classes in soc-
iety is extremely important to ths revolutionary leadership.The
every day struggle of the masses of workers to improve their
condition fvr a struggls against the loweting of their standard
of living--for higher wagss,shotter hours,better working condit-
lons,against reduction of wages,against speed-up,against war, «--
gl%bji.:lgis is not a form of the clags struggle,according to Comrado
a t.

He defines the class struggle as follows;" The class-

struggle is a wider and more conscious struggle of the working
class against the capitalist clags, The workers who recognize
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the irreconcllable antagonism between these two classes strrmgals
for political supremacy in order to abolish eapitelism, * Wiil
Comrade Babbitt contend that the struggle against reduction of
wagss 18 not a class struggle? Since the majority of the working
masses do not realixe the irreconcilable antagonism bstween the
workers and ths capitaliste and since they are not yot ready
to fight for the overthrow of the capitalist gystem and workine
class political supremacy until the country reaches the revoi-
utlonary crisias,would that mean that thers is no class struggle
until.thig poeriod arrives?

How does the working class gain the kmowledge about the
irreconcllable antagonism between %laxe classes? How do the work-
ing masses realize that in order to live they must overthrow
capltalism and emtahlish working class supremacy? Do they %et
these 1ldeas purely out of their brain,or from experience in
the every-day class struggle?

Mazxism @8 a thwory plays an extremely important part
in the political development of the masgses, It supplies them
with a very sharp intellectual tool--s guiie to action.But ths
working masses must first have a great deal of direct experience
in the class struggle before they are ready to underatsnd and
accept Marxism,

The Communist Manifesto outlines the growth of the work-
ing class '‘as follows: "The various interssts and oconditions of
1life within the ranks of the proletariat are more and more eq-
ualized,in proportiomn ss machinery obliterstes all distinctions
of labor, and nearly everywhere reduces wages to the ' same low
level, The growing competition among the bourgeoisle,and the
resulting cormeréial crisbs, make the wages of the workers ever
more fluctuating . The improvement of machinery,ever more rapld-
lyndeveloping,makes their livelihood more and more precarious;
the collisions between individual workmen and individual bourg-
eois’ takes more and more the character of collisions between
two classes, Thereupon ths WOrKers DeOgil to form combinations
{Trades Unions) against the bourgeois; they club together in
order to keep up the rate of wages; they found permanent ass-
ociations for these occasional revolys. Hers and there the
sontest breaks out into riots..."

"Now and then the workers are victorious ,but only for a
time, The real fruits of their battles lies,not in the Imibdiadte
results ,hut in the ever expanding union of the workers...m

"Mhis organization of the proletariat into a class,and
consequently into a pdbitical party,is continually being upset
again by the competition between the workers themselves, But it
ever rises up again,stronger,firmer mightier, It compells legis-
lative recognition of particular interests of the workers,by
taking advantage of the divisions among the bourgeoisie itself,
Thus the ten-hour bill in Bngland was carried,”

Comrade Babbitt?’s position that the every~day struggle is

not a class struggle is a complete negation of the Marxian
theory of the class struggle,

"As the every-day struggle develons and the discontent of
the workers becomes mvee and more manifest", writes Comrade
Babbitt, "the workers in their helpleusness due to the fact
that they do not understand ths social structure,are always
looking for somebody to do something for themgzves...What should
be our sttitude toward this struggle? Should we become absorbed
in i1t?" asks Comrade Babbitt.

It is a well-known fact that at times s revolutionary Party
1s in danger of absorbing its activities in the every-day strug -
le of the masses to the injury of the revolutionsry caise, And




our Party too may in time deviate in thet direction, But ths
question that in my opinion we must ask is what is the lmmed-
late and most pressing deviation with which the Party is enrd-
angered? Is our Party &t the present time in danger of becom~
inz absorbed in the immediste strugglew 6f the workers to $he
detriment of its revolutionary principles,sims,and activit;<

It 1s the opinion of the present writer that the Party is zrastly
in danger of the very opposite deviation, namely,isolation from
the every-day atruggle of the working masses and therafore fron
the masses, Comrade Babbitt does not even know how to formulats
a question,how to approach a problem. We must stop talkirg zener-
alities ,which get us mowhere,but ,instead,clsarly formulate tae
concrete and immediate problems confronting ths Party, Gomrade
Babbitts talk about the danger of the Party absorbing itself in
the every-day struggle is a thoroughly false alarm~- at lesst,

at the,present time,

We must give another example of Comrade Babbiti's peculiar
understanding of communism, He writes: “"The every-day strugsle
can be best developed consoiously into the class struggle thro-
ugh the introduction of Marxism into the cduflich. The Ttheor
of Cormunism does not develop out of the%@_echis‘ﬁﬁe"ﬁo“r%—
ing clasy under capitelism ,Buﬁif"is applied to shat strugzle by
%'Ea revolutionist who has some understdgding of Marxisnm." To

prove the correctness of his position, Comrade Babbitt tells

:gfzhat Engels thus. teaches in his Socialism Utopisn and gcien-
1 C

In ahcopening statemént of the book mentioned, Engels
gays: "Modora Socislism is, in its &ssence,the direct prcduct

of the rar03nition, on the one haﬁa!,o class antagon; Smns
exisving n the socie‘tx of tToday,betwesen groEr etors and nof-
redrietors , beSween capitalis ts and wahe workers: on the ofaer

%Ha T0F¥ *re anarchy eﬁsfing Inproduction. But,in its theorétical
form,modern socialism originally appesrs ostensibly as a more
logical extension of the principles 1laid down by the great
French philosophers of the eighteenth céntury., Iike ever

new theory,modern Socialism had at first, fo comnect itsel

with the intellectual stock~in-€rade,however deoply its ropts
lay in materisl economic facts,(Emphasis mine¥. )

Oune can clearly ses that ShmdelomBadbd Babbitt puts
forth is very dlfferent from what Engels taught. Comrade Babb~-
1tt has not freed himself from the idealist polnt of view,To
Comrade Babbitt,the theory of class struggle is not am outcome
of the experience of the strugsle itself but to the very cont-
rary the theory is introduced into the s'f:ruggle and the intro-
duction of the theory--Marxism--converts the every-day strngzle
between the workers and the .capitalists into a class strugsle,
Imwell realige that Comrade Babbitt will protest against the
conclusion I meake' from his article,but I cannot make any other
deduction;in fget, I cannot see how any reasonable person can
make any other,

It may sppear to many comrades as a waste of time and
valuable space in the Bulletin to explain such elementary
questions; bit it must be done. Comrade Babbitt expresses
the views of many comrades., He often speaks on the Party plat-
form, teaches classes,and,in fact has of latse been much employad
by the National O0ffice as the official Party Organizer. Weo oal-
not tolerate such anti-Marxian theory, such absurd principles,
especially in a man upon whom is conferred such duties and sueh
responsibilities,
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10 Immediate Demands
(by Jack Gardner, Local Boston)

I% appears from {the sriticism of Immediste demands in the
Bulletin that if a comrsfe proposes such dewands he Immediately
becowes ths object off & thorough aumlyeis anl ifuveatigation, His
experisnce in ths labor movensnt acd the fact thatvhe hes looksed
&t The covers of VolL.IT snd III of Cepitel" are imaediately dro-
uzht forvard as evidsnca that Shis partioular comrads 18 incapableé
of pregsating s thesis tha would te theowstieally souwi,

T hsppcens that tae convale with such & lonz standing iu the
labdor movoment mekes tha S4atsmont that racently I am convinced
that tha position of the Corpranist Internstional on the Rspro
qussiion iz & real Merwian ome,” 2 alao points cut veinse its
Incenticn ¥he Proletarian Party has endorgsi Ehs Thecry and pslic*
of fhe G,T," I em sure that upon closer stuldy Comrade Qfa=isn wil.
find the CGommanist Party in accord with the resolution of the .7,

It is not Jikely that the Prolsfarian Parety will endorse ¥
"self dstermination £or the Blaeck helt policy, It is guite ob. .
then that the P.P does not endorse the C.I policy. To Be logicd
we mast point’ out the ervor of the (¢,I onthis gquestion,zs well
&8s Others in which we may bYe in disagroenmsnt,

Experisnce 1s indespansible for formulation of corrzet tac -
les , Without an understanding of fundsmentsl principles snd the
experience of the labor movement it is impossible to evaluate
objeative conditions correctly.But this does not prevent tuoss
comrales with a great deal of ability and experience from making
erroris and even acquiring a mstaphysical outlook om ths labor
movemert while conditions changs and corresponding changes must
be addcptsd by the wvevoluilonary party,

Comrals Bislskas in Apzdli Bullatin states; "Tthey still have
to make big sriashes ard spectacuizr stunts,glso looking for blue
prints of action,with socisl democrvatic propesals tc bs plased on
the hock to catch the fizlr. The Party ie rot making encugh noise,
80 they want to Te like an eumpiy wagon,whish raitiies thie most
when drawn over the rusd.” This refarencs %to thosz vho adrocats
immediate demands is vodicad by uhaexr comyadss in the Party,They
88y it is the impaticuce of the comrades over the barkwardasss
of thé labor movenment.arnd 4n particulasr tre slow growth of %he
Party,that is the cause of thelr deairing the Pariy to alopt
immediate demands,

In "Left-Wing Commurism™by Tenin, this qussiticn is seen:

"We are communists wroile the Commundri Elanguiets 4in their
manifesto ,because we wish *4p attaia our aim Girsatly withous
stopping at intermeat ry stations ] without compromise which only
postpones the day of victory and nrolongs the payiod of slavery,"
Carl Babbitt in July Bulletin writes™ is the everw-day
struggle debelops and the discontent of the workeds in their
helplessness,due to the fact thav thev do not understani the
social structure,are always lcoking for somebody to do something
for them", He asks the guestion,"Whnat should our attitude towsr’
this struggle be? Should we become absorbed in ity I sy No, "

"Engels in 1874 wiiting on program of Comunist Blanquis#hs
chasttaesthem for their desire to lcap over "intermediaxry statior.

without compromises™ and for refusing to participate iu such
activities for the reason that"they clearly see and perpetuslly
follow the one final aim the gbolition of classes snd creation
of & social system in which thers will no longer be amy placse
for private proposrty im land or in the means of production,”
Bngels further sdds "What childish mmivette to put forward one’s
awn impatience as a theoreticsl argument,”
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On the basis of what Fngels has wriftten are we not correst
in charging those comrades wio are in opposition tc immediate
dspsnds with the fact that 1% is thev who ave impaticht ober
tha dslly strugeles of the workers and sve desircus of aveliing
tiam with the object in view of hastening the huilding 0Ff +hs
Erolstavian Parly,
: . Jarl Basbiit as well as many other comendes msam o thaink
that tacaunre g weovelutionary party Fights! as an organizalion;
wun drmediate Anteroais of the working class, thnt the
¢ vesanasrily besome swamped inm socigll dsmocratic roifor
somradasy wust vemembsr that with $he social demonwabs
iate ains ars an and in themselvas, farz in the Gomoonlsd
Taelo bay atated [YIns Commmuists fight for the alttsiwrsnt of
» imediats aima ddr the momentsry intsrests of the working

camas but in the movsment of the present thev raprresent and takq
care ¢l the future oi the movement, "It s therefirs pessible,
acceriing to Mawx act to be swamped In reformiem bu* on tha con..
teary raise the lLdeological level of the working zlass by astlwve
Participation In the struggle for their imediate aima,

Working within mass crganizatiors cormunists sdvamce damznds
wni.ch rafiect the every day nseds of the workers ,whether these
organlzations be trade unions unsmpicysd grpups,etc. We must wilh
the syupathy .and confidence of thsce workers by our loyalty and
Peraeverence,as well as our ability to unieratand thsir reeds
and Tight for them, In pointing out the shortcomiongs of strugg-
ling mexely for their immeddate needs we try to ingtill into tze
minds ox the worlers the understarnding thet struggle only forva
faiz day®s pay for 8 fair day*s work" wiil leave them eusiaved,
thiat only the abolitivn of $he capitalist system will be the
solution to *ueir problemsg,

Tne C.,P. attempts to Ao Just this though fallure results
because of their tactics which not cnly isdhlates them from the
worters but many times creates & hostility on the part of the
workers toward then,

_ Comrade Ksracher in writing about striking auto workers
in Detroit statss, Ve are working withnthem in the frisndlisst
2y ¢« TaeSe ave the facts gnd Netroit comrades willuse them to
the. utmost against the C,P,wlo in the sarly part of the striks
advertised us as iinsd up with Republicans aund Democrats against
the strikers.” I am quite suve that by supporting the sirike,
as an organization, the Party haé made some vealuable contmcts
with = great meny workers,and gained the friendship of workers
who havs never been in contact with *the Party.

Cormrade Babbitt points out that theorsticsel work is nsglect:d
by local Detrocit. 57 this is true ther this condibiocn sucuid dte
gorrected by all mearms, But this does not mean that the pracihicsg
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work of The Party should ba prehed in fhe baskgroual, Thegry i%
the tasis for the Asvelopment of a revoiutionary movement.TH I
is lost sight of tihe movement satimbles alcng and diskrtegrates

when it is coordinated with pracstice, Otherwise all the vhaecry
that may be obtained if it ig not iikked up winh practicerroma-
ins sbsolutely wseless,

, Comrade Heinhuls szpresges vwhat e believes the viewpecint
of the workers to beo ragariing &h® wawbyelitnldsy owr movensznt is
decidedly munpopular, % may romzin 8o uatil lhe eve of the rave
olution, But this pogsibitity sacudl not dater us,” A reveivtion-
ary party should not,to my ming, aig?uapopuisr” to the werking
class, Por sometinme hefore tus revelntlonsry erlsis considersbie
geoctions of the opprezced *2ilizs ment »ezgard the vanguard a3 an
organization fighting for thelr interestis, )

For the Proletarian Party to follow a policy of [education]
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PAATY SYIEXERS
(by A.Blelskas, Local Grand Rapids)

Comrade Babbitt touches on something that should be given
further consideration. That is, the wise guy type of spegkers,and
also the kind that do not understand the Party's position on the
Yarmer question and many other questions that our Party speakers
are called upon to explain.,

The Party should work out ways amd means of eliminating those
speakers from the Party platform who do not understand the position
of the Party, The wise guy type entagonizes and confuses,while the
one who is igrorant of the position of the Party misinforms. Both
kind do more harm than good to the Party. We should see to it that
these Comrades be routed that understand the position of the Party.
If we allow every member to speak for the Party just for speaking
sake then that talk only amounts to "blaa blaagf, There is already
too much of that in the Party.

We review gll articles before they are published in the Pro
Nsws to see that they are theoretically sound before we publish
them. Why do we do this? Only for this rsason,we know that we
must explain things as they weweror are. Our ainm is to convey the
facts about our work,whether theyare liked or not.Nevertheless we
at all times try to explain the truth about just what kind of a
Party ours is,and also our position relative to the class strugile.

Some corrades seem to think that we should ykdld to the wish-
es of the masses inorder to win them over to our views, They dont
seem to understand that when you have yielded to their wishes you
have been wan over by their views,and that they are leading you
instead of you leading them. Just how a group of farmers could
get a "revolutionist” to go 1n their direction is easily explained.
They were leading someone who claimed to understand but did not.
This leader should go back into the study class and find out some-
thing about the status of the farmer before he goes out again to
spamk to them,

We will deal more about the wise guy type. Workers cannot be
wén over by this type of speaker, Workers who hear the wise guy
type come to the general conclusion that he is trying to convey
to them how "wise" he is., Smart cracks and empty phrases do not
put over ideas. This type of speaker does not belong on a working
class platform, He would be better in a vaudeville. If a speaker
cannot mix with the workers he cannot win them over.The wise guy
type usually finds himself idolated from the workers. His influence
is nil,If we examine articles for our Party pressito make certain
of_their soundness,then it follows of necessity that we should
select only the best informed for oux platform so that our position
be presented correctly to the workers., above all comrades, let us
eliminate from our platdorm those who do more harm than good to
the Party. If we dont,then we will be doing more to confuse than
to enlighten the workers,

Tho gpeakers views should harmonize with the views presentsd
in our program and Party press., If they do not,then they are in
contradiction to the Party’s position. This dualism must be elin-
inated,and it only can be done by keeping those off the platform
who 4o not understand the Party's position. } study class should bde
held in all locals for speakers,and they should be thoroughly en-
lightened before being allowed to spesk in the name of the Party.
No spesker should be allowed to speak in the name of the Party
unless he is willing to learn to oxpress the ideas of the Party
program,., Districts should not route a spesker who does not know
how to get acquainted.He must be a mixer to form effective contact,
Money and time are wasted if the wrong kind of speakers are sent ous
The Party is not organized to give joy-rides or sighteseeing trips
to anyone, Let us use only those inour Party who are sound and can
get results,This must be done if we are to grow as & Revolutionar:y
Party. ‘
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