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New Politics Arrives

ASHINGTON. — Wher, Meyer
WLondon, Socialist member of

Congress, came back To his
job at the capitol after the holidays,
he found that his colleagues had been

much impressed by his enterprise in'

1eporting in pevson to the voters of
his district. The fact that almost every

newspaper in New York City publish--
ed accounts of the two meetings held .

by London for his constituents in the
Twelfth New York district has sunk
into the minds of Congressmen who

have vemained in the House, obscure'

and unnoticed, tor two or five or even

ten years. This Socialist has gone be-'

fore the people of his district and told
them what Congress is proposing to
do. At once the press discovers that
a new politics has arrived. London’s
meetings are news.

The fact that the New York Heralg,

which has nothing at all in common:
as a rule, gave one
more than half a.

with the Socialists,
of these meetings )
celumn, and that the conservative New

York Sun printed a report of even:
greater length, has not been lost upon

the Tammany members. Mos* emphati-
cally they do not want to stand up be-
fore audiences of their own con-

" stituents, as London has dore in the

Twelfth, and answer questions from
men fully infermed upon the measures
now before Congress. Yet they fear
the effect of their refusal 1c follow
the Socialist's lead.
Creates Favorable Impression.
How favorable has been the im-

pression creates in the minds of the’

editors of powerful capitalist journalsi, ineech in which, ameng othes things, | sickness insurance and a thousand {pictures of kings and merchants and |

is indicated by these remarks by the
New York World:

“A Representative Who Represents
—The purpose of Meyer London, So-
cialist Congressman f{rom the Twelfth
District, o meet his constitcents ence
a month and discuss with them his
service at Washington, must be com-

nended. Altho Congress has been in
session oniy a furtnight. he was greet-
ed at the first of theze in
nearly 1,000 persons, and t
sentative and the represeated ex-
changed wviews freeiy. More remark-
able, perhaps, than the plan of the
Congressman, who is said 1o be the
fiyst 1o instifute regular conferences
of this kind, is the interest and intel-
ligence manifested by the voters of
the East Side. Unlike a good manv
people in more pretentious New York
districts, they ¥new the name of their
Representative in the House, and their
1egard for pullic affairs wus keen
enough to give him a
AL ‘& cemeon _whnen poilticai- meetings
are not customary.

“It is not feasible for all members
of Congress to make monthly reports
in person, but if even a third of them
were to foilow Mr., London'z example
we should have fewer compiaints of
the failure of representative govern-
ment.”

Brooklyn Eagle Comments.

An editorial in the Brooklyn Eagle. .

o the same zuhject, says:

“Queer people are the East Side So- .

cialists. They ¢sn charge an admission
to party mass meetings, and voters
come just the same. They can 1aise
the very roof with indignation, or with
cheers for their favorites. Mever Lon-
c¢on knows them. And we are glad to
note that he is not afraid to dose
them with a modicum
sanity.

“To the query why he- did not in-
clude in his peace resolution the as-
sertion that capitalism was the ex-
clusive cause of wars. London res-
ponded: ‘Because that isn't so. The
greatest cause of wars is the stupidi-
ty of the peopie.)

“On behalf of the calm thinkers of .

the United States we are inclined to
congratulate Lendon, It is not a had
thing to have in the House ¢f Repre-
sentatives one man standing for a
considerable minorizy of American
thought and of the American elector-
ate. And tho w2 may never agree with

London again, his courage and poise !

have to be conceded
minded persons.”
Few Favor Preparedness.

It may he interesting to ncie that
Rep. London’s next-door neithbor in
the House of Representatives office
building here has been sending a cir-
cular letter, with a request f{or the
opinions of his constiteent:s on mili-
tary preparedness. to all the voters i
his district. This Congressman is Ed-
ward Keating of Colorado. one of the
“labor group”, and an advocate of an
inheritance tax. Out of 5.000 replies
so far received, Keating fnds less
than 10 per cent favorable 10 2 large
increase in the army and navy. suc
as advocated by the so-called defens
leagues.
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“WAR. WHAT FOR?” IS
FEARED IN AUSTRALIA.

George R. Kirkpatrick, author of
“War, What For?” has just been
notified that the Commonwealth
Government of Australia has is-
ued a general order to the customs
2 collectors of the several states,
that hereafter, for the remainder
of the war, the book, “War. What

For?”, shail be rigidly excluded
from Australia, the explanation

Leing that the book hinders re-
cruiting.

According to a copy of the Glas-
gow, Scotland, Forward, the mili-
tant Socialist weekly of Scotland,
just received, the Forward editors
state they cannot publish the ar-
ticle, “A Good Soldier”, recently
censored by the United States
postal department, claiming it
would be a clear violation of the
defense of the realm act. This is
what may be expected in this
cou‘ntry if the militarists get con-
tro..

A

A BUNCH OF KIDS
By JOHN M. WORK.

: HE HUMAN. race is
. of kids.

. There is no other exrlanation
of the actions of human beings. The
race is simply in its yvouth. It has not
vet developed into maturity, -
Of course there are a few grown-
ups.
I o¢nce heard John J. Ingails make

a

bunch’

What Of The Hopeless?

By LINCOLN PHIFER.

]
|
i
i

Do you know where this thing is
{gomg t0 erd, Mr. Wilson?

,ica may “prepare” until the people
lare bankrupted, they will not have
‘war or he defeated in war?

i

|does not give them _justice?
ishould they fight for it?

| Why should—they battle for the
.“‘protection a2nd in the intercst of”
'their employers, when the employers

Why

‘have waxed rich off their toil while

they remain poor?

Your talk of “patriotism” is hypo-
crisy, Mr. Wilson, a politician’s web
v.ith which to catch suckers. The
workers in general own nothing in
America; they have no country.

You say “patriotism” or love of
ionie’s country, Lut you mean love of
‘the other marn’s nation. A school
‘master ought not to juggle terms for
‘the purpose of deception.

Why should the workers fight for
a nation that upholds a private
rionopoly of emiployment and never
has work for all? Why should they
support a nation
system which robs them?

Would they be W(;rse off if con-
.quered by Emperor Wilhelm? Does
‘he not provide unemployed insurance,

Are you sure that the workers will.
ivolunteer to fight for the nation that .

that supports a|

i

promised.

them.
| benefit.”

| playing inte the hands of the

This is no time for such buncomb, Mr. Wilson.

The evidence is conclusive now. We do not want a whitewash.

We remember how years and millions were spent in investigating the same set of cri-
minals by the Walsh commission. We remember how they were officially pronounced guilty.

Now you and congress want to award them millions in contracts in crder to bribe them
to provide employment for the workers, and never mention the crimes already proved against

wreckers of civilization.

A GHASTLY JEST, MR, WILSON.

OW THAT it has been proved that the navy league and many of those whd are promoting

— ! war agitation profit directly from: the making of munitions of war, an investigation is
' Can you guarantee that, tho Amer-*

We don’t want another investigation that will find them guilty of treason, then a sup-
pression of the report, and a call for the workers to rally “to the protection and for their

: Shoot them, Mr. Wilson, for the traitors they are. Confiscate the property they claim as
theirs, then open the mills by the government and in behalf of the whole people, and quit

islaughter will intensify rather than
lend the erisis.

This is not a new idea. It is not my .

‘idea. It is what the farsighted seers
.saw three millenniums ago. You be-
‘lieve in the bible, Mr. Wilson.’
| Revelation 1R, and you will see how
x abylon (confusion) is pictured as
‘keing “burned out” “as in an hour.”
 This is the rfire and brimstone into
lwhich you would turn the world.

! Read the passage, and you will see

he said. "There zre a few bad republi-,other things the hogs in control of ' ship owners standing helpless and be-

cans—now and then one; und there
zre a few good democrats—now an
‘hen one.”

Just so with really full grown men
and women. Now and then cne.

The 1est are meatal, moral and
cpiritual kids.

+ 5 s

_THE RESULT is that they act like

them spend their whole
lives struggling for things which a
grown up persen does not care for.
What is wealth” A mere bzauhble. No
vy person cares for it.

Lighly developed person would for one |of the army tf,’
spending ; stolen America?

his life in accumulating property. You!

moment consider the idea of

could not sentence him-to z duller
dungeon than to compel him 10 waste
his time in making money.

And most of the people iight over
these haubles, Tare a glimpse at
siety, as depicted ia the press, giv-
‘ing the daily events in a country

which is at so-called peace. and what |

¢o vou see? A shoving, siruggling,
“Iaughing, crying, hammering, cursing
-mobn, each trying to snatch the earth,
like a foothall, and make way with it,
while the others oppose or follow
after. And they make bzliecve that
they are doing big things. and that
all this 15 really worth while.

admitted to he at war. Raising
wies. drilling them. furnishing them
~with guns and ammunition, going to
tke front. and shooting each other to
death—-for nothing.

idea!l

YOU COULD not hire,

coax or

Tforce a full grovn man to go to war..

1

T'he kids all around him might be en-
waged in battle, but ke would not en-
gage in 1t. If they tried to force him
10 ¢o s0. he wauld very much prefer

s he shet as a traitor rather than.

ohey hie order.
Youths are often the most flighty,
-easonable and obsireperous  just
ore they davelop. rather swiftly,
into the first .cages of manhood.
The roce is at ihis poirt in its
pment.
it for it 1o gzt
foclisiiness. More and more men

cver the worst of

the while.

When a majority of them becogie
20, thev will put away childish things.
Thev will introduce Socialism and live
together in harmony and happiness.

Upton RSinclair, who has just com-
pieted a tour over the trail of Joha
15. Rockefeller, Jr., thru the coal flelds,
rredicts 1that the United Mine Work-
¢vs will be in complete control of the
rew orgzarization built up by young
Docxefe'ler  within  another yea:.
Sinclair save that he has talked to all
¢f the miners who are leaders in the
rew Rockefeller organization and
that they are quietly planning to go

‘over to the cld organization that was
hroken up by the big strike of 1914.

village of this land.
nation which has drawn the sword.

understand, what we have been
This Christmastide let us pause

for their husbands. Mothers and

for the children never to be born.

war.

‘sorrow are we not made orie?

to the peoples to-

A Christmas Appeal fo the Peoples at War

(FROM THE CHRISTMAS EDITION OF THE BRITISH LABOR LEADER.

E DO not appeal to Governments and Mcnarchs, We appeal to
the common people. To the common pecple in every town and
And not of this land only, but of every

For sixteen moenths we have lived to kill.
been the aim of our natioral existence.
oing?

us look not afar, but abtout us. cloze at hand.
Everywhere is heard the moan of the bereaved. Wives sorrowing

Young women sorrowing for the men who were pledged to them and

“The enemy is responsitie.” Yes. hut ve are responsible for similar
grief in homes whose dead were equal.y dear.
The suffering we see is refiected ir. every tvwn of every nation at
Hundreds of thousands ¢f brave men lie aead.
men lie mutilated. Millions of loving hearts are vroken.
However much we have been led to hate each other, in thiz common

In the name of suffering Europe, for the sake of the future of the
race, in memory of the Babe of Bethlehem, the Prirce of Peace, we appeal

END THIS WAR AND WAR FOR EVERMORE.

With each of us that has
Do we understand, CAN we
and look upon our handiwork. Let

fathers sorrowing for their sons.

Millions of strong

Ard then loox at the nations which |

We have not long to’

o
woman are becoming fuil grown’

| America refuse the toilers?
3, Would you employ conscription, Mr.
Wilson, to make the workers fight; or
would you force them to murder for
the hogs in charge of America by
denying them employment and there-
fere life if they do not fight for the
masters?

If the hogs “for whose protection
and in whose interest the workers are
expected to enlist” are given a full
iday a week on pay for purposes of

the hogs who have

If you build up an army that is paid

;by the capitalist class and that there- |
conguer

.fore belongs te them, to
.markets and loot for them, what has
‘become of the republic? Are you going
.to violate yvour oath to really protect
America?

If you are assisting the traitors who
.own America to destrov American
i government in their private interest,
{how will you guarantee that the
iworkers will not enlist in order to get
_cuns with which to shoot their officers
‘and the capitalists?

!; How will you manage the men who'

are denied employment because they
wi!l not enlist to commit murder on

!

their fetlow workers? Do vou imagine’
they are going to be starved for doing -
them is’
1ight without a word or act of pro-

iwhat their conscience tells
test?

Are you figuring on a possible
‘working class revolt? And do vou
l'elieve that you will stop it because
vou place the arms, at the expense
of the workers, in the hands of the
looters and their agents? Do you
really believe they will be helpless?

Suppose there are two miilion who
are denrived of employment because
‘they will not enlist in an armv paid by
the capitalists. They are starving. It
will matter but little to them if they
are killed, because they expect to die
anvhow,

They have rno guns and no means
of getring guns, yet they want to
strike a blow for freedom befcre they
pass away. They will not lack the
weapon. It is in their hands—the
raatch. There are enough matches in
the hands of the disemployed now to
burn every city in America.

1 am not advocating the match. It
will not be Sociulists who will use the
match. But if you are going tc try to
“force the world to militarism “for the
| protection” of employing looters of
labor. 1 want to warn you and the
demons wno thus betray eivilization

battleships.
The Abopeless can prepare them-
selves An five minutes for this war-

!fare. at an expenditure of ten cents,
'better than the masters can prepare
‘for conguest and loot of the world in
five years at an expenditure of ten
tillion dollars. It was gunpowder that
‘unhorsed the knight. It may be the
match that will destroy paper bonds.

You have experienced a fraction of
the danger already. The attempt on
,the life of the chief conspirator
against American peace, whom vyou
support. and the fires and explosions
ir. munitions plants are only a hint of
what may come, intensified a thousand
fold.

You are ready for the trial of arms.
You may think you, a Democrat, ean
"deny the- Socielist the bailot and
prevent nis agitation thru military
“dictatorship, and so work vour wicked
will. But you are only closing the
safety valve and blocking ‘he only

way that might lead to freedom thru.

peace.

It mayv be the people will not have
sense enough to legally and peace-
fully cancel {ranchises, repudiate
tonds und so free themseives and
save the world from the threat of
‘conguest and the need of preparation

1o destruction that the weapon that,
will count in the class war will not be

fore the mighty conflagration that
they themselves have provoked. You
!will see that it is pronounced just.
P’ou will see that it is said there never
'will be a renewal of the old system.
‘You will see where Heaven and earth
‘are callel on to rejoice over the
"destruction of the system.

i It doesn’t have to come that way,
[Mr. Wilson. You are familiar with the
|explicit scriptural statements that if
tthe people change their attitude and
i

K 0 _of {do justice the evil spoken of by the.
No | drilling, will it not mean the selling |prophets will be turned aside. Social-

ists show how the new order cpvosed
by the dragon might come in peace

‘and still fuifill the vision of the olden:

' seers.

But you will not avoid the end of
:vicked confusion thru preparstion to

,wreck the world to prevent it. It will

icome anyhow. Y.u merely have it in
ivour hand to determine the manner of
'its coming.
force the bloody way. The lives of half
a billion people (a third of the people
cf the world as Revelation forecasts)
will rest on your soul and the souls
‘ef the capitalists for forcing that
‘route. Do yon want to assume that
. responsibility, Mr. Wilson?

IN THE WAR GAME

By JOSEPH E. COHEN.

T IS very bhard, in refining down
) Ithe combination of ingredients that
" B 2o to make the war game, to {ind
anything amusing in the marrer of a
tyvproduet. If ary can found, it
must arise out of the peculiar, foreign
matter injectad into the mixture in
the belief that there can be any
honorable reason for prepzredness
and militarism.

For the ends of the war game it
may be worth while to overiook the
ohservation that “all is fair in war.”

What this reallv means, that every-:
thing unfair which cannot be justified:

hy any upright standard is cone in

war, applies just as well to the whole’

war game. And why shouldn't 1t?

In truth, to o to war when war is
on has many redeeming features, once
we take out of the cuestion the es-
sential viciousness ¢f blouly con-
Hdict. For one thing. under the stress

of such conflict. and led or mizled by"

.reports of actual invasion, it is quite

casy for peave ioving people to

persuade themselves that they are in

Janger of immediate atiack and

destruction. And ‘self-preservation”

then becomes the first law of nature.
* * * %

BUT THERE is no such cycuse in
'the war game. It is a game, first of
all, because it is rot the real thing.
Jf wer itself proves anything in this

respect, 1t is that the war zame and;
what happens when war is declared:
are two things, often entirely unlike..
What is more to the point. there is 2a.

particular in which the opinion of the
war players is more unreliahle than
that which tells us
danger and the amount of preparation
required 0 meet it.

In fact. the war game iz never so
much of a garie as when the players
are at their besr in displaying their
shility to win the public to their views
of the case. It is necessary in actual

war, fearfully necessary, o carry on,

military expeditions that are purely

political, that is, whick have for their

purpose to keep those at licme be-
lieving something is being done which
is especially worthy ¢t their cemmen-
dation—and increased recruiving. We
«have seen this very iecentl:
“drives" undertaken firstby

e allies,

then by the German forces. to impress

British parliament and

cichstag.

But irn the war game itself. the
plaverz are at their wits ends 1o “put
over” a: mucil as possible on the
public. The public must foot the bill.
Unlike war Ttself, -he public has a
choice as 1o whether it will spend the
taxes for preparedness—for the war
players,—or in peaceful purzuits—for
the general good.

So we read an inspired despatch
from Wasnington saying that the war;

Read:

But woe to you if you,

«bout imminent;

to conquer cthers in order to live.:lords of the'nation are watching to see

| But suppressicnn and starvation andjwhether Britmn adopts mmpulsory;

military service, with a view of in-
sinuating the same idea irto the
American mind.

We do not think the war game
crowd expect to g¢ this far. But they
do expect to go much Further than
they otherwise would, if Britain paves
the way, and the American publie can
be made o believe that the evil it is
choosing 1s so smalil as against what

an actual good.
. * * * *

IN SHORT. we shall get as much
or as httle militarism as we are wil-
ling to stand for. The fact that up
to the present the nation is not in the
least excited z2bout the prospects of
our being swallowed by any pcwer on
2arth would coel the ardor of the war
‘game crowd if they had any ardor in
the first place. Fut they haven’t. They
«re only in the game—not the reality.

About the or'y real thing in the
came is concealed behind the Presi-
dent’s massag2 to congress which
called this session into being. It is
this: The present industrial depres-
sion. knotted up with all the ills that
‘are in it, and intensifying the burdens

competitors in foreign markets and
so establish a commercial
empire.

In the issue of “The American,”
just published by the Bank, appears
a leading article urging a “super-
organization of industry,” under pri-
vate control, as the best means of
coping with FEuropean competition.

¢ S . .The Bank says:
i* thereby avoids, that it amounts to-

“It is hardly necessary for anybody
w advise that soniething of the ideza
of the German super-organization of
industry ought to be attempted here
since it seems to be coming along
natwurally. There appears to be a more
liberal disposition, both official and
popular, toward co-operation in bus-
iness activities to-day than during the
time when discipline and tribulation
for corporations was the indiscrim-
inate order of the day. The Federal
Trade Commission has just entered

‘upon a gigantic questionnaire of bus-
:iness men all over the country regard-

trade.

ing permissible combination in foreign
The Commission’s attitude is
friendly. Manufacturers in several

‘lines are so confident of fuil liberty to
‘co-ordinate their efforts in going after

always upon the shouvlders of labor,’
.establishing formal selling combina-

is entirely forgotten.
That is to say, the President of the

United States is using the war game,’

.as war itself is used, to take the at-
tention of the people away from their
own difficulties.

It is an old piece of straiagy, but in
time of peace it leaves the yparty in
power exposed to attack from its
worst enemy—the party of opposition.

That the party-of cpposition is not
_the Republican party cne can readily
see by the way these two {factions
have locked hands about the flagpole,
on which
campaign banner. Each is always
cager to serve the nation when it is
sure such service will be oniy for its
own party.

- x * » .

NO. THE party of oppesiticn is the
Socialist party. And while those in the
‘war game, of hoth old parties, may be
very willing to forget the actua!l
plight of the masses and their need
{for relief, the nation will not forges,
and the Socialist party wili speak for
the disinherited. And this may help to

export business that they are

tions for the purpose.”

No Benefits For Worker.
But part of the Wall Street scheme

.for a “super-organization of industry”
is its insistence of Jow labor costs.!

.The worker and producer are not to

‘share in the benefits.

‘support a huge army and navy

they hope to carry their-

They must be
“reasonable,” and get their reward in
the knowledge that American business
supreme. Incidentally they must
o

15

protect foreign investments.

That the Rockefeller interests and
the Morgan interests are working
hand in hand in their campaign
foreign exploitation, is shown by the
Cary dinner to Theodore Rooscvelt, at
which, according to “Holland.” the
well-known financial writer, foreign
trade was principally discussed. It is
shown 2lso by the aszertion of George
W. Perkins that the industry of this
country must be Germanized in order
to compeie in the markets of the

;world.

put some human interest into what-

‘might otherwise be mere sport in
‘playing the war game.

That is the interes: which needs to
‘e put ir at this time. The most im-
portant Cocument we have been given
“this year past is not the President’s

message but the Walsh report on in-.

dustrial relations.
Let the gentlemen who play the

war game use ithe President’s message

as a campaign platform. The people
who do the nation’s work will find
-theirs in the Walsh report. And we
should keep on telling them so until
theyv tell it to the gentlemen who are
_playing the war game.

Bosses Planning To
] Discipline Workers

Military training as a means of

The flaw in the Rockefeller-Morgan
rlan is its ignoring of the producer.
He is not to share in the benefits. In-
stead, labor costs are to be kept low.
and thercfore immigration is to be
encouraged.

Here is the Bank’s new argument
for a big army and navy:

“A basic element in the industrial
organization of any country is, of
course, the individual efficiency of
workmen. Dr. Karl Helfferich, who

‘has had charge of the financing of

' service,

'importantly

disciplining the workers and making

tirem more useful to the corporations
is the latest idea put forward by the
National City {(Rockefeller) Bank in
the publications witk which it
2ooding the eountry.

foreign markets and the natural
resources of foreign lands.

Want World Empire.
Attention has already been called
o the campaign of the Rockefeller
‘hank for unrestricted immigration
,and low wages, in order that Ameri-

t

is

Germany since the war and is one of
the leaders in shaping its coming in-
dustrial poliecy, was a strong believer
ir. universal military training and
not only for military pur-
poses, but hecause, &s he said. the
military training had contriputed very
to effective discipline in
the high organiation of German in-
dustry.

Parts of Great Machine.

“Military service, for labor, may be
analogous to higher education and
technical courses
ministration.”

So. if the Rockefeller-Morgan in-

terests have their way, the boys of

This is the bank whose president,,
. A. Vanderlip, has organized a fifty,
million dollar corporation to exploit.

_or guestion.

the American farmer and wage-
earner will be sent to military posts
1o remain long enough to get the habit
of following orders without thought
They zre to be trans-

‘formed from independent. free human

heings into pams of a great machine
for the advancemen: of the interests
of the gZreat financial interests that
sre to conguer the world’s markets.
Ard don't forcetr that LABOR COSTS

‘can employers may undersell foreign MUST BE KEPT LOW., .

world

for.

for business ad-

' They Arrested A
! - Newsboy
: By I. L. ENGDAHL.

|ONE HUNDRED thousand men,

women and children are arrest-
‘ ed in Chicago every vear. Nine
hundred and nirety-nine out of every
:thousand are the men, women and
jchildren of the working class.

. Fifty thousand of these are heid
:from one day to two months awaiting
‘trial; imprisoned in the vile, f£lthy,
,Gisease-breeding police stations "and
recunty jail of Chicago.
. Twenty-two years ago a little
| newsboy was picked up by the police
.and locked in the Desplaines Street
-police station, the most vile of them
all. He was kept there for zeveral
‘days. Then he was: rel

~ That would have been enough te
start many a Loy on a career of crime
.that would ultimately find him a cell
{ia the state penitentiary. Similar ar-
resis of boys in Chieago, and many
‘other cities, for no reason whatever,
are the beginning of new crime
icareers every day in the year.

System Wins An Enemy. _

The little newsboy of whom I speak
did not turn criminal. But a deep
resentment against the system of
society that makes such conditions
possible was roused within him.

This newsboy that was is now Wil
liam E. Rodriguez, Socialist zlderman
. from Chicago’s Fifteenth Wezrd. and
;last Sunday, after he had told his
;story to the CLkicago Federation of
‘Labor, the organized toilers of Chi-
.cago, 250,000 strong, thru their
representatives, voted to support
Rodriguez’ fight in the city council to
have all prisorers immediately releas-
eG on their own recognizance pending
date of trial, which means ihat they-
‘cannot be locked up for petty offenses
and that they do not have to give
‘Lends to secure their liberty.

I'l tell you how this affects the
:workers during strikes. The garment
workers’ strike in Chicago is new
.over. During this struggle 2,000
‘strikers wers arrested on numerous
‘charges, practically all of them with-
cut any evidence at all to support
‘them. These cases were dismissed by
the hundreds when they came up in
court. These arrests, however, forced
‘the strikers to pay from £3,000 to
110,000 for the services of hondsmen
jalone. This money would have gone a
ilong way to pay for hall rent and

i strike benefits.

~ Confition In Every Strike.

These cond:tions prevail in Chicago
in every strike. They prevail in every
“cther city durirng every strike.
| “Keep the pickets on the picket
.line”, was Podriguez’ plea te the Chi-
;cago Federation of Labor. “If this
'measure had been in force during the
garment strike they couldn't have
taken the pickets off the picket line™.

Ald. Rodriguez put stress on the
fact that this prog(vsition, in addition
to being a great help during strikes,
iz also a great humanitarian measure
at all times.

“Chicago’s police stations and the
'eounty jail are criminal manufacturing
.institutions”, he declared..“They are
the worst institutions of the kind I
Lave ever seen in my life.”

1

- He showed that zimilar measures
‘are in force in Ireland, France and
other countries of FEurome. Since

Rodriguez has introduced his resolu-
tion in the city council the mayor and
chief of police have provided that
Yoys between the ages of 17 and 21
be not detained following an arrest.

Don't Arrest Bosses.

It was pointed out that the em-
ployers of lilinois are not arrested and
hauled off to jail when thev violate
the state factory laws. Ther merely
have a summons read to them to ap-
pear in court. But the worker 1is
kicked into a patrol wagon. thrown
irto a vermin infested cell in the
,basement of some ancient police
!station, and is lucky if he gets within
‘hailing distance of justice next
«morning when his case comes up in
| court.
| The Chicago Federation of Labor
voted to urge everyore of its affiliated
lcrganizations to bring pressure to
kear upon the city council ic secure
‘the passage of this measure.

J. Ramsay Macdonald has resigned
as the representative of the British
Independent Labor party’s represent-
lative in the International Socialist
!Pureau and has been succeeded by
i Wil Thorne, member of Parliament
and president of the General Labor-
‘ers and Gas Workers’ Union.

;
* After vou have read this copy of
,The American Socialist do not throw
‘it away. Put it to work. If you find an
‘srticle that von like better than &il
ihe rest, mark it. and pass ihe paper
‘un to someone else.

START THE NEW YEAR BY CIRCULATING THIS PETITION TO CONGRESS!

CUT OUT TRE PETITION BELOW AND PASTE IT ON RULED SHEETS OF PAPER. WHEN YOU HAVE FILLED IT GUT SEND
IT TO THE REPRESENTATIVE OF YOUR DISTRICT IN CONGRESS. ’
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SATURDAY, JANUARY 8, 1916.

TERSUFTRENEE

Here is all the week’s
while boiled down for workers so busy
fighting for Socialism they do not have
time to read the daily capitalist papers.

s SN
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 28.

Free Poland and huge indemnity reported
to be Germany's price for peace. Declared that
British cabinct is prepared to recommend to
House of Commons mild form of conscription.

New York City declared to be largest city

: 1

in world with population of £,766,883; In-
cluding tuburbs, 7,383,871,

Cong. Frank Buchanan, Chicago, and others
connected with Labor’s National Peace Coun-
cil indicted ns “war plotters”.

Ford tourists leave Sweden for Ccpenhagen,
Denmark.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 29.

British-French forces vepdtted ready to start
gigantic drive in west, Declare more than
40,000 allied soldiers have been blinded since
beginning of war.

Prohibitionists show inclination to join
Progressive Party for 1916 campaign.

Insurance rates on shipping rise in Great
Britain as German-Turk army of 500,000
threatens 3uez Canal.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 30.

Consuls of Germany, Austria, Turkey and
Rulgaria, with their stafis and families, ar-
rested at Saloniki, Greece, and taken aboard
French warship.

Iive negroes shot to death and two burned
10 death following murder of overseer nhear
Blakely, Ga.

Austria yields to demands of United States
made following sinking of Steamship Ancona.
Concurs in principle that enemy private ves-
sels, not offering resistance, ‘“‘shall nhot be
desiroyed before the persons
secured.

Trades Union congress is called in Great
Britain to discuss question of conscription.

Matthew A. Sthmidt convicted by jury in
Los Angeles of murder in first degree as ac-
complice of McNamaras in blowing up Los
Angeles Times Building.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER' 31.

William Waldorf Astor, cxpatrialed Ameri-
«an_ millionaire. made baron by King George
ol England. This will not reduce rents on the
Sctor real estate holdings in New York City
however.

British crujser Natal blown to picces and
Yrench suhinarine sunk: 300 lives lost.

No exceptional scenes reported as .ix states,
QGregon, Washingion, Idaho, Colorado, Yowa
and Kansas, go dry on New. Year’s &ve.

Fiftcen persons killed when box cars con-

aboard are

taining dynamite and hand grenades Jor Car-
ranza army explode at Monterey, Mexico.
SATURDAY, JANUARY 1.

Rejuvenated Russian army, equipped with
munitions from Japan, America and England,
engaged in new offensive ori Austro- Hungarian
forces in :ialicia. .

British complain Armerican
cornered rubber market.
demands $190,000,000 from Germany to imeet
deficit.

British liner Persia torpedoed ané¢ sunk in
Mediterranean by vubmarine. Three Americans
on hoard.

SUNDAY, JANUARY .

Henry I'ord returns to New York from peace
eapedition to Eurcpe and holds cenference
with Bryan.

Austro-Huagarian and German rubmarines
veported to have torpedoed 67 vessels in

‘inanciers have

Mediterranean during last two weeks of
'(}ctoher and November, with loss of 5,000
ives.

MONDAY, JANUARY 3.

British Liner Geelong, sister ship of Persia,
reported nunk ‘“near the Mediterranean™; all
on board saved.

Declare coronation of Yuan Shi Kai as
t'hinese cmperor has been postpoued.

Germany grants permission to Ford peace
party to pass ihru country to The Hague.

LABOR’S‘FEAR OF “PREPARED-
NESS”.

(From The New York Call.)

A local of the United Mine Workers
in Bay City, Mich., has issued a mani-
festo opposing the “preparedness” ad-
vocated in the latest Presidential
message, and, referring to the passage
i which Wilson urges the young men
of the country to enlist for the benefit
and protection of their employers, it
says:

We interpret that part of our
President’s message to mean that
the increased army is for no other
purpose than to subjugate labor
in its demands for higher wages
and better conditions, and we raise
our voices in bitter protest
against having our young men
used for such dastardly purposes;
namely. to protect the industrial
monarchs who at every turn
browbeat labor in its efforts to
emancipate itself.

Perhaps Mr. Wilson did no! exact-
ly mean that, but the interpretation
is a fair deduction from what he said.
It is not unlikely that, if the message
had to he written again, that passage
would be revised to convey the im-
pression that the protection of the
employer from a foreign, and not an
internal enemy, was meant. But, even
- 80, labor would be gullible, indeed, to
accept the explanation as exclusive of
every other consideration.

It is said that this is the general
attitude of organized labor toward
“preparedness,” and that it is causing
the Washington administration much
concern.

And labor is thoroly justified in that
attitude. Its real, immediate and most
dangerous enery is not the foreigner,
but its own capitalist class, and it
recognizes that fact in the explana-
tion of its opposition to “prepared-
ness.” The ruling class can give the
workers no reliable guarantee that the
increased armed forces of the nation
will not be used in the way described
by the United Mine Workers. They
can only give their word, and the
working class, thru long and bitter
experience, knows them to be liars,

If the only danger was from a
foreign enemy, there is no reason to
believe that the workers are any more
pacifists than any other portion of the
yopulation. They would, o doubt,
strenuously oppose u war which was
clearly one of uggression on the part
of our capitalists, but should the ag-
gressor be as clearly a foreign power,
they would defend the couuntry as
readily as any cther class in the com-
niunity.

So far as the workers ave concern-
ed, the rock that “preparedness” splits
upen is not pacifism, but the class
struggle. And, under such conditions,
it is not at all surprising that the ad-
minis’ ration at Wshington should be
uneasy over theysfuation. -

CAPITALISM DEFENDED.

AM more than glad to accept
the opportunity <o kindly ex-
tended to get the eye, and I

hope the understanding of the
many readers of “The American
Socialist”.

The letter inviting this com-
munication contains the state-
ment that the charge is made
that Socialists are “biased, one-
sided, prejudiced and ignorant”.
That charge cannot be truth-
fully made against me and
against everyone. My belief,
however, supported by my ob-
servation, is that Socialists are
unusually well read and are, as
a rule, well intentioned. In fact,
nearly everyone is well inten-
tioned. There is a very wide
difference, however, between
being well read and being wise;
and between being well inten-
tioned and being correct in judg-
ment, .

L st

SOCIALISTS AND I separate at
the very threshold of the argument.
Most alleged Socialists ‘whom I have
met appear to start with the assump-
tion that because the existing system
fails to prevent many conditions ad-
mittedly regrettable, therefore the
system must be wrong. They seem to
take as their major premise the pro-
position that a perfect system will re-
sult in nothing imperfect. They seem
not to observe that the All Wise Mak-
er of the universe has never been able
to promulgate a law of nature that
did not proceed matched wing and
wing with good and evil. The Law of
Gravitation has probably caused
more suffering than all wars, and yet
God lets it stand. If the Law of
Gravitation was a provision of our
Federal Constitution it surely would
have been amended or superseded

Reported Turkey:

during the last five years. You will
iobserve that Nature is not a Pro-
Igressive. Nature is a Stand-Patter.
T am a firm believer .in equal op-
{portunities. Socialists seem to demand
lequal results. I might join them in
Ithis demand were it not for the fact
Ithat there is no way to secure equal
|results except by denying equal op-
portunities. Equal opportunities in
athletics, in art, in musie, in any of
the professions as well as in business,
insures equal rewards to those con-
testants who possess unequal aptitude
and who give the subject unequal
application. Equal opportunities per-
mit Mary Pickford to earn and receive

artist and forces certain of her sisters
to wash other people’s clothes for hire
and serub their floors for daily bread.
Any system that will enforce equality
in material rewards must of necessity
deny to Mary Pickford equal oppor-
tunity with all other women to com-
pete in the field wherein she possesses
extraordinary aptitude.

In no respect other than in material
rewards does anyone demand equality.
Since the world was many thousands
have tried to write poetry, paint
pictures, carve, sing, act, and do a
thousand things requiring special
aptitude; and most of them have
utterly failed.

IN THE war between the states more

than a million men enlisted on €ither
side, and at end of four and one-half
years there were fifty or one hundred
multi-millionaires in military achieve-
ment and military rewards and ten
thousand in unmarked graves. Not
even avowed Socialists object to these
things. They appear at least to wel-
come millionaires in art, in musie, and
leven in athletics; but for some reason,
to me inconsistent, they point to
millionaires in business as an un-
answerable indictment of our political
‘system. They rejoice tbat our system
can produce an Edison, but some of
them seem to resent that it can also
produce a Rockefeller. Yet the success
of these two wizards is traceable
alike to extraordinary degrees af
aptitude plus extraordinary degrees
of application. Neither of these men
have robbed me of a penny. On the
contrary, each has contributed to my
comfort, thus adding to the worth of
living, and each has cheapened for me
the cost of living high. But for Mr.
FEdison, or some one of a different
name to do what he has done, I would
be deprived of electric light and many
other comforts. But for Mr. Rocke-
feller, or some one of a different name
to do what Mr. Rockefeller has done,
every owner of an oil well would be
pumping his product into barrels in
the olden way, hauling it to town and
selling on a manipulated market,
while I would be deprived of a
hundred by-products of .petroleum
and still paying 25 cents per gallon
for poor kerosene.

I once heard of a fellow who said he
could write as good poetry as
Shakespeare did if he had a mind to.
His friends assured him he had dis-
covered his handicap. I am compelled
to admit to the readers of “The
American Socialist” that 1 could have
made as much money as Mr..Carnegie
or Mr. Rockefeller if I had & mind to.
I had equal opportunities and equal
willingness. One of the essential
elements which I did not possess was
equal readiness to pay the price.
Under our system the world keeps n
one . price store—whoever nays the
}ﬁ'iceEgets the goods. The price that

e

cation—seldom less than twelve and
very frequently twenty-four hours a
day for many consecutive days. Every
other “wizard”, whether in science, in
industry, or in business, has paid the
market price for his achievements.
Let none of the readers of “The
American Socialist” suppose that
there ever has been, or ever will be,
bargain counters for phenomenal
success in any ﬁe}d.

"

NG, /ONE can bgcome a great

$75,000 a year as 'a motion picture:

dison has paid for his success
has' included the most intense appli- |

Argurﬁent 4:ov‘f‘<Critic Who

Shaw and Simons

ESLIE MORTIER SHAW is
treasury.

L

Socialist defending the capitalist
Socialism,

of ‘the First Mortgade Guarantee

As secretary of the treasury in the cabinet of President
Roosevelt he gained an insight into the capitalist sysﬁgm that is
granted to but few. Mr. Shaw has just sent an article to The American

Before cntering Roosevelt’s  cabinet,
governor of Iowa for two terms, and since quitting’ his job at Washing-
ton he has been presigdent of the Carnegie Trust Co., New York, and

Shaw’s article was received in reply to the re(iuest of the editor that
he state why he is opposed to Socialism. Heré is his statement and a
reply by the noted Socialist author, A. M. Simgns. :

Debate Socialism,

an ex-secretary of the United States’

system, as he knows it, and opposing
Mr. Shaw had been

and Trust: Co., of Philadelphia. Mr.

soldier, lawyer, artist, banker, mer-
chant, business organizer, financier or
Lhog raiser, without special aptitude
which neither individualiem nor
socialism can insure. Unquestionably
there are a million men in the United
States who do not possess the special
aptitude, for instance, to become
successful hog raisers. Raising hogs
is like being in jail-—one must remain
constantly on the job. There are very
many men who cannot stay on any
job long enough to succeed. It is idle
to complain to them or of them. They
do not possess the aptitude to stick
at one thing—unless it be the self-
imposed task of agitating and making
other people unhappy with their
allotment. They are as well meaning
as others—and I repeat: nearly
everyone is well meaning.

While discussing the subject of the
price at which phenomenal success in
any particular line is purchased, per-
mit two out of millions of illustra-
tions., John I. Blair, who built the
first successful railroad west of the
Mississippi River, once told Senator
Allison of the days when he personally
hauled the products of the community
around Blairstown, New Jersey,
(where he Legan life) to New York
City and stayed at the Vanderbilt
House, and incidentally added that to
enable him to get an early start home
Mrs. Cornelius Vanderbilt would very
often get his breakfast at five in the
morning, and for which he paid twenty
cents. That is only a part of the price
the old Commodore and his thrifty
wife paid for the Vanderbilt fortune,
a fraction of which has now reached
the fourth succeeding generation.

Mark Hanna told me he once called
on Phil. Armour by apopintment at
one o’clock. He found the great packer
in a barber’s chair, eating his lunch
and dictating to a stenographer. It
was all the leisure time he had. That
was only a part of the price Phil
Armour paid for writing his name
under every sky and in every lang-
uage.

& * X b

SOME YEARS ago a man with a
full and unkept beard interrupted a
political speaker at Seattle with the
question: “*How do you account for
the unequal distribution of wealth?”
The speaker retorted: “How dc¢ you
account for the unequal distribution
of whiskers?” When the audience had
quieted down (for it did quiet down
during the afternoon) the speaker
should have added—and I hope he
did: “I did not make that remark, my
friend, to' cause merriment at your
expense. I made it to illustrate a great
principle. I was born with equal op-
portunity and equal aptitude for
whiskers with yourself. But I have
‘dissipated mine. Whenever 1 have
found myself in possession of any
perceptible amount of whiskers I have
dissipated them. Had I conserved my
whiskers as you evidently have I, too,
would be a millionaire in whiskers.”
Whoever pays the price gets the
goods—and conservation is the price
of whiskers as well as many other
things.

Prominent among my objections to
Socialistic teaching is the atmosphere
it breathes that whoever is successful
in a material way is an enemy, who-
ever accumulates does so at the ex-
pense of others, and whoever amasses
a fortune is an all round scoundrel.
Allow me to warn the readers of “The
American Socialist” that unless their
children imbibe from some other
source a different understanding of
life they will never disgrace their
names in the “Directory of Directors”
or on the letter-heads of successful
firms. Our blessed country can ill
afford to lose from its struggling,
striving, triumphing citizenship so
promising a group as the direct
descendents of the studious, sincere
and patriotic men and women who
compose the rank and file of Social-
ists.

*® * g

I FURTHER object to the proposed
system of Socialism because I believe
it impractical. When at the head of
the Treasury Department of the Gov-
ernment 1 frequently' said that if it
were a business enterprise instead of
a political institution I could do the
work better and at half the cost.
!Senator Aldrich has been frequently
iquoted as saving that three hundred
I millions could i saved annually if we
‘would apply husiness principles to
government affairs. Senator Aldrich
never said anything of the kind. What
he did say was that three hundred
millions per annum could be saved if
business principles could be applied
to government affairs. But business
principles cannot be applied to goy-
ernment affairs—and no one knows it
hetter than Senator Aldrich knew it.
The people will not consent.to bus-
iness principles in public affairs. Let
me illustrate business principles to
the end that you may realize the truth
of what T have just said.

When the panic of 1897 struck the
country the Baldwin Locomotive
Works was employing 21,000 men. Its
business suddenly dropped to such an
extent that it was compelled to dis-
charge 17,000 men. Then as business
picked up it increased its Jorce to

7,000 by adding 13,000. It took back
all its old force who applied; but many
|had gone elsewhere, for competent
"fnen do not long remain out cf work
even in panic times. To get the 13,000
competent men the Baldwin Locomo-
tive Works actuglly tried out 85,000,

every one of whom_ claimed to be ex-
pert and each could have passed a
civil service examination. There were
hundreds of clerks in the Treasury
Department, while I was at its head,
who could not have secured and held
a job elsewhere at $100 a year; but
their dismissal would have been
charged to. politics and the admin-
istration would have been denounced
as violating “civil service”.

The senior Mr. Weyerhauser once
told a friend of mine: “I am interest-
ed in a great many enterprises—so
many, in fact, that I am unable to
enumerate them—but with the ex-
ception of one unimportant lumber
proposition neither I nor my family
own fifteen per cent. of any of them.
I am kept on the board of most of
them, and usually attend the meet-
ings. Necessarily I know little about
the affairs of these companies and
seldom say anything till the other
members of the board have spoken.
‘Sometimes they ask my advice and
sometimes I volunteer suggestions,
and frequently, not always, they
follow my lead. Sometimes they say
it would have been better if they had
taken my advice”. If the Weyer-
hauser companies, or the United
States Steel Corporation, or any big
business or bank, were managed by
the stockholders, as we are now in-
sisting that cities and states and the
government be managed directly by
the people rather than thru represent-
atives chosen by the people, these
concerns would be in the hands of a
receiver in six months. ' i

B *

I AM well aware that it is claimed
by Socialists that under their pro-
posed system the men of special apti-
tude will be selected for special
positions. Very well; but if the new
way works the same as the present
system I see no advantage in chang-
ing, Unless it works differently its
advocates will be disappointed; and if
it does work differently it will pro-
duce chaos. If the peoposed system is
ever inaugurated I shall expect the
people to act towards their new
responsibilities about as they do to-
wards the responsibilities they now
carry. Do they now select men of
special aptitude for positions of
responsibility ?

I was elected Governor of Iowa in
1897, At that time there were in the

B3
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United States Senate, Perkins of
California, Wolcott of Colorado,
Thurston of Nebraska, Davis of

Minnesota, Allison of Iowa,i Vest of
Missouri, McMillin of Michigan,
Spooner of Wisconsin, Cullum of
Illinois, Morgan and Pettis of Ala-
bama, Foraker of Ohio, FKlkins of
West Virginig, Gorman of Maryland,
Orville H. Platt of Connecticut,
Aldrich of Rhode Island, Hoar of
Massachusetts, Hale and Fry of
Maine, and many others of excellent
ability. I have only mentionead giants
and not all of those. These men had
been  selccted by  self-appointed
nominating - committees, the same as
churches, .colleges, financial and in-
dustrial corporations use for the
selection of presidents and other offi-
cials. This method of selection, how-
ever, has been forever eliminated from
political corporations and the people
now make their selections much in the
same way that Socialists propose to
do. If one of your readers wants to
see how it works in actual practice
let him go to Washington and size up
a majority of the men who have been
selected to occupy the chairs that
were once filled by the above named
men. The people of the United States
have not selected for the United
States Senate three men in the last
ten years of aptitude for public
matters equal to the weakest of the
men I have mentioned—and they will
not keep those they have chosen long
enough to train them to even moderate
efficiency. It requires greater apti-
tude, greater industry and a longer
period of training to make a wise,
safe and sane law-interpreter. T would
much. prefer putting an . untrained
man on the bench to interpret the
laws that are made than to put an
untrained man in legislative kalls to
make laws. An unwise man on the
bench might bring disaster to a few
litigants, but unwise law-makers have,
do, and ever will bring disaster to
millions. : "

Individualism did not result from
any inaugurated system. JL was a
natural growth. It has grown in the
same way that our system of juris-
prudence has grown. That which has
been tried and proven measurably
satisfactory has been retained, and
errors have been gradually corrected.
God never has, man seldom has and
never should make radical changes.

X N * *

IF ONE-HALF the effort were put
forth to train the young to meet con-
ditions as they are by training them
in efficiency and by teaching them
thrift and independence, as i1s now
being spent in teaching them to be
discontented with their lot in life,
hopeless of the future and envious of
those who. temporarily, enjoy the re-
wards of extraordinary.aptitude .plus
extraordinary application, much better
results would ensue. At least so runs
my dream. .

Thanking you again, for the op-
portunity, of being heard, . and . with
nothing but the best wishes for those
who differ with me, however, radically,

,Ahawe: gy
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'Re;luy Disagrees
With Socialism Ably Answered by Socialist

JF

. am, Veyy sincere s, Leslie M.
: GV sincerelg Ypurs, Lest |present system I see no advjntage in

THE SOCIALIST ARGUMENT.

By A. M. SIMONS.
OR ONCE we have a Social-
ist critic who really dis-
agrees with Socialism. So
often such critics only disagree
with something they call So-
cialism, and which bears no
resemblance to the real thing.
This is not the case with Mr.
Shaw. He is correct in saying
that, “Socialists and I separate
at the very threshold of the
argument.”

Therefore, let us get to the
meat at once. The burden of his

the consistent defender of the
present svstem, is that under it
each one is rewarded according
to his deserts, that opportunity
is equal and free to all and that
autocracy is to be preferred to

everyone of these premises.
The Socialist denies that the
basis of the Vanderbilt fortunes
is to be found in the 20 cents
saved by Mrs. Cornelius V. in
getting breakfast at 5:00 a.m.
for embryo railroad magnates,
or that Armour’s wealth was
based upon the ability of “P.D.”
to get shaved, eat his dinner,
dictate letters and discuss pol-
itics with Mark Hanna at the
same time, altho we might ad-

had something to do with that

fortune.
* * * *

.CHARLES Edward Russell in
“The Greatest Trust in The
World” shows that' the Armour
fortune was based® on many
things more fundamental than
the long hours of labor on the
start of “P. D.”, of which so
many tales are told. I lived
among Armour’s working men
and women when he was putting
the finishing touches on that
fortune. I saw thousands of
men working as long hours as
ever Armour worked, but in
spite of all -Mr. Shaw says,
neither they nor their children, no
matter how much “mind” they have
had, could have established another
beef trust. One reason why this is
true is that more than half of those
children died before they were four
years of age.

Mr. Shaw is as weak in his analogies
as in his argument. Wealth, unlike
whiskers, or the rain from heaven,
does not fall alike upon the just and
the unjust. The man with a goatee
does not grow whiskers any faster
than he who is smooth-shaven. But
the man with wealth can take from
millions of workers the wealth, but
not the whiskers,* they Produce.

* = 3

MR. SHAW confuses the operation
of industry by the present govern-
ment with Socialism. e is perhaps
excusable as some Socialists have
been guilty of the same confusion.
Government operation of industry to-
day shares the evils of the system
in which it exists. Yet the Socialist
will not refuse the issue on the points
raised.

His illustrations again are parti-
cularly unfortunate for his point.
Who shall say that it would not_have
Leen better for the public if the Bald-
win Locomotive works had been un-
able to discharge two-thirds of its
employes, and leave them, with their
families, to starve at any time when
millions of others were being turned
out to suffer for lack of the very
things they would all have been glad
to produce, had production been
organized for use instead of profit?

But the particular illustration ex-
plains  something else. Surely Mr.
Shaw is not ignorant of the fact that
the Baldwin works has not so much
trying to get skilled men as sub-
servient men when they hired and
fired so recklessly. The company was
fighting organized labor and barred
itself from the great source of skilled
workers. When these sought employ-
ment they were even shot down by
police thugs. Teday, when the Bald-
win works wishes to make munitions
it is grabbing up many more thous-
ands of workers, from a much more
restricted market than when il com-
plained of being unable to find men.
I"'rom the way its stock is performing
it would seem that these men are
sufficiently competent to make fabul-
ous profits for their employers.

- * * * k4

WHILE ON this uestion of mu-
nitions, will Mr. Shaw explain how
much of an opportunity a machinist
has to compete in the manufacture of
shells and guns when J. P. Morgan
controls both market and raw ma-
terial?

His entire case is naively surrender-
ed unconditionally in another of his
unfortunate illustrations. When he
quotes Weyerhauser to show that the
owners of industry are not capable of
managing it, but must depend upon
hired experts, he accepts the entire
Socialist position that capitalists give
no return for their income. If stock-
holders do no work, know nothing
about the industry, and would put
their property “in the hands of a
receiver in six months” if they
managed it (all of which I most
cheerfully concede) then by what
process of crooked logic are we to
conclude that their wealth is the

A Socialist society would select ex-
perts to manage industry just as
these stockholders have done. To
which anticipated statement Mr.
Shaw replies, “Very well; but if the
new way works the same as the

position, which must be that of}|

democracy. The Socialist denies |,

mit that the latter occupation|

resalt of either “mind” or industry? |

Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents.

changing.” But the difference would

‘|be that the billions of dollars in value

that now tlow to ignorant and incom-
petent stockholders (his characteriz-
ation, not mine) \would remain in the
hands of the workers with “special
aptitude” for the tasks they were
engaged upon. From this fact would
flow other momentous results due to
production for wuse instead of for
profit. They are plenty of books that
explain these results and, as it takes
a book to do this, I must not attempt
it here. :
* * £ <&

BUT MR. SHAW challenges the
ability of democracy to select men of
“special aptitude for positions of
responsibility.” I am quite sure he
would not have made this statement
whe:n campaigning for office, but
Socialists may well be grateful that
he has had the courage to say it now.
The illustrations he gives once again
prove the Socialist position. :

The senators he names were not
chosen by the people, nor by parties,
nor committees, but by the powerful
corporations, Their “aptitude for
public matters” was, I will admit, far
greater than that of those now in the
Senate. But their aptitude was all
devoted to turning over public inter-
ests to private control. The greater
their ability the worse for the public.
Skill in a burglar is not generally ad-
mired by bankers. These senators
bturglarized the public domain, its
and and minerals, water power and
natural resources, kept some of the
plunder themselves, and turned the
rest over to. the corporations whose
creatures they were.

The blackest page in American
legislative history was written by
these men of “special aptitude” and
the children of those unborn will suffer
for the crimes they committed. The
coal lands of West Virginia and
Colorado have been dyed in blood be-
cause of the looting due directly to
these men. In their actions far more
than in the “mind” and industry of
capitalists is to be found the secret
of the plutocracy that now possesses
American industry and so little brains
that an attempt at management
would result in a “receiver in six
months”,

* * ok ok

MR. SHAW repeats a few of the
reckless and wrong charges that are
frequently hurled at Socialists. One
of these is that Socialists consider
“whoever is successful in a material
way is an enemy.” Another is that we
demand equal material rewards. A
mere correction of the statement
should suffice as an answer since no
proof is offered of the assertion.

There is a tricky and unfair com-
parison between “millionaires in art,
music,- invention”, etec.,, and million-
aires in business. A Raphael did not
make other artists impossible. The
existence of a Paderewski does not
drive all other pianists to poverty.
Edison’s inventions do not bar the
road to inventive ability on the part
of anyone else. The reverse is true.
Supreme achievement in these fields
helps others. But the millionaire in
steel, railroads, water-power, gas and

electricity, closes the road to all oth-
ers, or makes their fight harder.

Private owneship of industry takes
tribute from all who do not share that
ownership, and makes such sharing
more and more difficult.

Socialism believes in equality of
opportunity in industry as well as in
art. It believes in the right of the
people to rule themselves in govern-
ment and industry and to suffer or to
profit from their own incompetence.

¢ ————————— e

Students lean” more and more to-.
ward socialism, according to Harry
W. Laidler, organizer and secretary ot
the Intercollegiate Socialist Society,
who recently made a four weeks’ tour
of colleges in Iowa and Illinois. Chap-
ters were organized in Grinnell,
Simpsoen and Rochester, Ia., a basis
for a chapter was planned at the
University of Iowa, also at the Il-
linois State Normal College. Econom-
ics professors everywhere gave Laid-
ler an opportunity to speak on fun-
damental Socialist principles. In some
cases professors, and even college
vresidents, were favorable to social-
ism. An equally enthusiastic report
comes from John Spargo, whose tour
touched  Pennsylvania; Marylahd,
Ghio, Indiana and Illinois. Spargo has
gone . over much of the same route
during the past decade, and he says
that never before has he experienced
such a fine reception and found the
students so responsive. In many
places the members of the faculty
|gave him_ great assistance and he
received his message with genuine
pieasure.

In the World’s Work and Commerce
and Finance a lengthy article is print-
ed dealing with the war problems in
Lurope, written by Theodore Pricc,
well known as a political, sociological
and economic thinker. “One intel-
lectual by-product of the war is the
increased interest in socialism which
has been aroused,” says Price. “It is
just being discovered that, under the
cover of military law, the belligerent
nations are being completely social-
ized, at least insofar as their economic
resources are concerned, and political
socialism will naturally follow when
the war is over. With the example of.
a socialized Europe before them, who
can doubt what the majority will at-
tempt ?”’ '

The national congress of the French
Socialist Party, which has ended its
sessions at Paris, has voted a resolu-
tion affirming that the Sacialists
would continue to support a vigorous
continuation of the war until French
territory is freed, Belgium and Serbia
are raised from ruing, Alsace and
Lorraine aie restored to France and
a durable peace is assured.
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I have helped thousands
of other men to attain suc-
cess, and I will doitfor you.
If you are plodding along
in a dull rut, if you are un-
derpaid, if you are gnash-
ing your teeth with an unful-
filled ambition to get ahead, to
do things, to be somebody, 1 can

surely and absolutely show you the

way out, as thousands of others will gladly testify 1 have

done for them. Will you put your
case in my hands? Will you let me
help you? 1canpositively helpyou
to bigger, better things—to be the
successful man you want to be. It
costs nothing to read and learn for
yourself. Do it—for your own sake.

LAW

President

American Correspondence School of Law

Is Your Big
Opportunity

The successful man is the legally trained man. I will help you because I will
train you to go out and fizht life’s battles. 1 will bring a legal training to you
—at your home—by mail—{for a few cents a day. Think of it!

A few cents aday! What possibilities loom up
before you! Man, man, do you realize what this
means to you? A legal education means capital.
It is the very foundation of success, The legally
trained man wins. In business—in_politics—in
society he is the leader. Nothing trains a man to
think so quickly—to reason so logically, to be sys-
tematic, forceful and dominant—as the law.

Judge Gary, head of the U. S, Steel Corporation,
is‘an exhmple of legal traimmz:n'g business. Joseph
H. Defrees, President of the Chicago Association

of Commerce, forged ahead as a business man be-
cause he knew law. President Wilson, whose
concise, logical method of thinking and talking
has won the world's applause, trained his mind by
thereading of law, Abraham Ligcoln rose to un-
dying fame from the study of law—at home, alone,

You, too, can rise to a position of power and
prestige. You can becomea leader in your chosen
field. A legal training isthestrongest preparation
for business success, and it is the broadest, short-
est road to fame and fortune,

f Row Personally Offer You the Greatest
Educational Opportunity Ever Gonceived

I have personally planned a way to make a thorough legal education possible for every man who
will write me or send me the coupon below. Do not make any plans for your future until you know

all about this new, remarkable special offer.

No other institution ever offercd you, ever could offer
you, the wonderful opportunty tocommenceimmediately
to get ahead, that I offer ta you, so send the coupon now
—today, before it is too late. .

‘This {8 a strictly limited offer, and may be withdrawn
at any moment, so send the coupon today.

he American Correspondence School of Law was ege
tablished in 1886, and is the oldest, largest and stronges$
Home Study Law School in the World. Thousands of suc-
ceasful men got their start from this school. You can as

surely get rour start—but more than that, by my persona}
offer, 1 will make it 50 easy for you that you cannot afford
to let the chance shs. Decide now_to learn Law. OQur
complete Home Study Law Course is not abbreviated or
condensed, It is thorough and complete. Known as the
Nation’s Famous Home Study Law Course.

1t is written.-
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so you can understand it. Mo speclal education re.

quired. Our osxstem combines the Text Book, Case and
Iﬂpturqtpleth s of instruction same as the big residens
universitics.

This Magnlificent Law Library
With £very Course

Tweive massive volumes—38000 pages—standard law

size—bound in ¥ Law Sheep. The only great workon law

prepared especially for correspondence instruction. Gradu-
ate correspondence students hold highest records--arc

most successful in passing bar examinations. We posi-

tively guarantee to coach free, any graduate faillng
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EXECUTIVE DEPT.

WALTER LANFERSIEK,

~——

Secretary

National Executive Committee:

JAMES H. MAURER, 1355 N. 11ith St.
Reading, Pa. .

ADOLPH GERMER. Mount Olive, Il

GEORGE H. GOEBEL, 14 Bridge St., New-

ark, N. J.
EMIL SEIDEL, 1154 Twentieth St., Mil.
waukee, Wisc.
ARTHUR Le SUEUR, Fort Scott, Kans.
e o e ARG SR
Address all communications to The So-
cialist Party, 803 West Madison St., Chi-
cago. Address all mail to departments
and not to individuals. Make remittances
paysble to the Socialist Party.

e s et et
Matter for publication in the eficial
columns of The American Socialist must
be on file in the National Office by the
Monday preceding the date of issue.

OFFICIAL BUSINESS.

PROPOSED NATIONAL REFERENDUM.
By Local Drain, Oregon.
That the National Constitution of the So-
ialist Party be amended making the state and
ational dues $1.00 per year, payable semi-
nnually. National dues 50 cents and state
ues 50 cents. Dues to be paid in advance and
I} payments to he made during the months
t January and July. Members joining after
anuary 31 or July 31 to pay at the rate
£ 5 cents per month until the regular semi-
nnual payments become due. Local dues to
¢ regulated by ecach local. -
14 members in wood standing.
Published for seconds, Jan. 8th, 1916.

EXPIRED REFERENDA.
By Local New York.

To amend Section 4 of Article IX (Con-
‘entions) by striking out, in the pecond line,
he word ‘‘three” and inserting ‘“‘two”.
Thereby making the number of delegates to
ational conventions “two hundred” instead
4 ‘“‘three hundred”.)

Amend Section 5 of Article IX by striking
ut the words “and the per diem nllowance
i $2.60 to cover expenses” and striking out
werything after the words ‘‘National Treas-
Ty,

This mection would then read: Railroad
‘wre, including tourist sleeper cnrfare, of
telerates going to and coming from the con-
cntions of the paurty shall be paid from the
‘Jational Treasury.” .

Engine Prices Reduced

The new price list of kerosene, gas-
sline and gas engines put out by Ed.
H. Witte, of the Witte Engine Works,
Kansas City, Mo., marks the low-
ast prices yet made for high standard
2ngines. The new list quotes a 2 H.-P.
sngine at $34.956; a 4 H.-P. at $69.75;
5 H.-P., $97.76; 8 H.-P., $139.65; 12
H.-P. at $197.00, and other sizes up
to 22 H.-P. proportionately low. These
are factory prices, direct to the user,
as_that is the only way Wifte is now
relling. Besides lowering - prices,
Witte’s selling plan enables an engine-

ED. H. WITTE.

user to have the engine earn its own
cost while it is being paid for. His
kerosend engines have proven them-
sclves especially desirable at his new
prices.

Witte's big factory has had to be
doubled in manufacturing capacity, to
keep up with the heavy increase in
orders, which come from every sec-
tion of the country. An’interesting
fact that may not be generally known
about Witte, is that his factory is
the only one in America that has
come down through the whole his-
tory of the gasoline engine business,
under the management of the man who
started it, with his first engine made
with his own hands. In the past
twenty-nine years WITTE engines
have undergone every trial and stood
every test that could Le devised,
whether with kerosene, gasoline, gas,
distillate, naphtha, solar oil, toppings
or other fuels of high or low grades.
‘i'ne largely increased sales of each
succeeding year prove the high qual-
ity of WITTE engines, especially when
it is considered that the increase is
Jargely due to the orders that come
from and through the users of these
cngines. As Witte’s catalog shows,
his engines are simple in construction
end easily understood. The catalog
also explains the 60 days’ trial sales
plan, with the five-year guarantec.
To get one of these catalogs—pro-
bably the finest one in the engine
husiness—-it is only necessary to
write Witte at his factory address,
1369 Qakland Ave., Kansas City, Mo.,
¢i at his factory hranch, 3269 Empirc
Iidg., Pittsburg, Pa., asking for one
1o be sent free. (Adv.)
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Strike out all of Section 6 of Article IX and
cubstitute the following: “The National
Frecutive Committee is empowered to levy an

t not to d 25 cents per member
to help defray the expenses of the Convention.”.

2636 members in good standing. 1915, E

. X~

Published for seconds, Oct. 2,
pired Jan. 1, 1916.

: Branches of Local King's County.

Y.: 20th 2, 22; 13th

Br. 4, 55; 28rd A. D., Br. 1, 60; 18h A, D.,
Br. 8, 48; 22nd A. D., Br. 1, 40; 10th A. D.,
40; 21st A. D., Br. 3, 51: No. 1, Worcester,
Mass., 43; Lockport, N. Y., 12; Canton, Il
3% Finnish Branches: jtchburg, Mass., ¢63;
Lanesville, Mass., ‘74; Cloquet, Minn., 282;
Cleveland, O., 114; Ashtabula Harbor, O., %0;
Graniteville, Vt., 47; Berkeley, Cal., 97 ;_San
Francisco, Cal.,, 140: Winooski, Vt., 26; Long
Cove, Me., 16: Monesses, Pa., 147: Chicago,
1ll., 94; Scattle, Wash., 150; Proctor, Vt., 25,
No. 19, Lith., King’s Co.,, N. Y.

Total membership in good standing, 65018.

Number reauired, 7 198.

By Local Tacoma, No. 4, Washington.

“The National Committee shall nlect & com-
rittee of cxverienced cducators to prepare &
series of text books nuitable for tenching our
children the science of Socialism, end are also
instructed to have the same published and for
sale to the locals.”

29 members in good standing.

Published for seconds, Oct. 3, 1915. Ex-
pired, Jan. 1, 1916,

Seconds: Swedish Br., Rockford, Ill., 200;
Perry, La., (number not given); Danville,
Wash., 7; Bryant, Wash., 8; Lith. Des Moines,
In., 9; Lith.,, New Kensington, Pa., 11. Fin-
nish Branches: Monesses, Pa., 147; San Fran-
cisco, Cal,, 150; Cleveland, O., 114; Proctor,
Vt.. 25; No. Side, .Chicago, 1., 83.

Total membership in good satanding, 773

NATIONAL COMMITTEE BUSINESS.

To the National Committee.
Dear Comrades: I report to you as follows:

Vote on Motion No. 33.

“That the National Executive Committee and
the Executive Secretary be instructed to route
Comrade A. Kollanay of Berlin, Germany,
thruout the United States as a national
speaker of the Socialist Party, and that Com-
rade Kollantay be raid the regular wage which
is now being paid speakers under contract
with the Lyceum Department, and that upon
the adoption of this motion, the Executive
Secretary immediately make arrangements
with Comrade Kollantay, to fulfill

the purposes

specified in this motion.” .
Voting Yes: Finke, Williams, Beardsley,
Norton, Richman, Des Rocher, Kirkpatrick,

Stedman, McCrillis, Irish, Neistadt, Nuorteva,
Keracher, Garver, Nichols, Demarest, Metcalf,
Hillquit, Boudin, Tiller, LeSueur, Ruthenberg,
Wilkins, Streiff, Reid, Ambler, Suitor, Kintzer,
Seidel, Gilleard. Total, 30. N

Voting No: Connolly, Robertson, Sinclair,
Hamilton, Revelise, Katterfeld, Sadler, Berger.

Total, 8.

Not Voting: Griffiths, Wilk, Clark, Rodri-
guez, Wattles, Brewer, Stark, Jones, Roewer,
Rissanen, Latimer, Raymond, Duncan, Can-
right, Whaley, Coebel, Strebel, Lunn, Holt,
Maurer, Allen, Slayton, Leeland, Terlisner,
Bell, Burgess. Total, 26.

Motion Carried.

Vote on Motion No. 34.

‘“Fhat the National Committee go on record
as being opposed to “Preparedness” and the
plans to increase the army and navy, and that
we call upon all the locals of the United States
to join in one mignty protest by calling upon
all labor, fraternal and religious societies
to hold protest meetings and send resolutions
to the President of the United States, Congress
and the press, and that we open the campaign
of 1916 with joint meetings on the same date
|with this protest.”

!  Voting Yes: Connolly, Robertson, Finke,
“Williams, Beardsley, Clark, Kirkpatrick,
Wattles, McCrillis, Jones, Irish, Neistadt, Gar-
lver, Canright, Nichols, Demarest, Metcalf,
i Hitiquit, Boudin, Tiller, Ruthenberg, Wilkins,
; Sinclair, Hamilton, Streitf, Maurer, Revelise,
Ambler, Suitor, Burgess, Katterfeld, Sadler,
Berger, Gilleard. Total, 34.

|  Voting No: Nerton, Kintzer. Total, 2.

: Not Voting: Grifliths, Richman, Des Rocher,
‘Wilk, Rodriguez, Stedman, Brewer, Stark,
: Nuorteva, Roewer, Keracher, Rissanen, Lati-
. mer, Raymond, Duncan, Whaley, Goebel, Stre-
I hel, Lunn, LeSueur, Holt, Allen, Slayton,
) Reid, Leeland, Terlisner, Bell, Seidel. Total, 28.
i - Motion Carried.

{  The amendment by LeSueur, Moticn No. 35,
is still pending.

Fraternally submitted,

WALTER LANFERSIEK, Executive Secretary.

i EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CORRESPON-
: DENCE.

Chicago, 111, January 3, 1916.
To the Executive Committee,

Dear Comrades: I submit to you herewith
for vote of your committee, the following:

Executive Committee Motion A, (1916.)
By Goebel.
That the committee to visit President

Wilson with the Resolution of Comrade Lon-
don’s shall consist of the two remaining com-
rades named to the committee, Comrade Debs
having declined.

Comment.

Comrade Debs has declined to scrve, anp-
rarently on the suggestion of Comrade Ber-
ger, altho bhoth he and Comrade Berger served
on a similar committee to visit Governor Hat-
field of West Virginia some time back. This
Leing the case, the remaining comrades on that
committee can undoubtedly carry cut the in-
structions of the National Executive Com-
mittee, thus savinz the expense oi,a third
member.

Vote closes Jan.

15. Ballot inclosed.

The followingz action taken by the Com-
mittee of the Jewizh Socialist Yederation, at
its meeting Dec. 27, has been forwarded by
Max Lulow, General Secretary of the Federa-
tion :

‘““Chat the committee appointed by the
Executive Committee to appear before the
Fresident of the 1Jnited States in behalf of
the London Resolution, be also instructed to
present to the President of the United States
the cause of Jewish rights in the belligerent
countries,” '

This motion was adopted by the committee
und T am requested to report to Comrade
Lulow as soon as your committee veplies to
this ecommunication.

Fraternally submitted,
WALTER LANFERSIEK, Executive Secretary.

ELECTION OF PARTY OFFICIALS.

NEBRASKA: National Committeeman,
Peter Mehrens, 609 Blvd. Ave., Omaha. State
Secretary, G. C. Porter, Morrill, (rc-elected).

LOUISIANA: J. R. Jones has been re-
clected State Sccretary and National Com-
mitteeman for the year 1916.

MINNESOTA : Otto Arlund, care of Tyomies
Publishing Co., Duluth, bhas been elected
National Cormitteeman to fill out the un-
expired term of Aku Rissanen, resigned.

MISSISSIPPI: D. R. Hearn, Madison
Station, National Committeeman. Ida” M.
Raymond, R. No. 3 Jackson, State Secretary,
(ve-elected).

OREGON : Albect Streiff, 334 Henry Bldg.,
Portland, National Committeeman (ve-elected).
Victor McCone, 2311, Oak Street, Portland,
Sftate Secretary.
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SPECIAL TO AMERICAN
ST READERS

The war has played havoc with the book publishing businees.
The publishers need money and I bave agreed to take a carload of
books off their hands. Money talks! By paying spotcash in advance
1 have obtained standard works at less than actas! cost of produc-
tion. Here is a falrsample—

CcoL.

COMPLETE—CLOTH BOUND

Soclalist readers for only $7.00, postage prepaid by me. Just

stamped, with portraitof author. FOR O

Col. Ingersoll's work 1o the lecture fletd will last for all thne.
Though we may differ with him in his doctrines, all will admit the
brilitancy of his great mind, and are =pell-honnd with the beauty of
his word pictures.
this great book will live forever.

CLOTH BINDING, ALUMINUM STAMPED, 420 PP. 5 X 8

ROBT. 6. INGERSOLL'S
Y-FOUR LECTURES

volnme, worth 82.50. which 1 offer to American

vages, each 6x9, large type, cloth bound. ainminum
&I. Y$71.00 PREPAID.

He was one of the World’s greatest orators. and

NEWEDITION! NEWTYPE! NEWPLATES!

A fine, cloth-bound volume: a valuable addi-
tion to any library: never offered before for

COUPON

2-710 $o.Dearborn 8t., Chicago .,

W, SCOTT,

Enclosed find $1.00 for which send me Robt. G. Ingor-

less than $2.50. Here's your chance to get this » ])EPARI‘MEN'I‘. — AS one Of the
vork bli f T duction. soll’s 44 Complete Lectures, prepaid. 14 . R
o T the. Danon and send 1t wieh 100, !delegates to the National Socialist
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Letters from “American Sucialist"‘ Readers:

RULES FOR THIS DEPARTMENT.

The National Committee of the Soclalist
Party in providing for an Open Forum
in The American Socialist ruled that:

“Recommendation No. 6,—An open forum
to i icati from  party

(Y 47

or or i on

points of party policy, views and tactics.
No personal attacks or abuse or intemper-
ate language shall be allowed. No commu-
nication in the Open Forum shall exceed
500 words.”

Contributors to this department will fa-
‘:Iliuto matters considerably by caretully
bserving this rule. ’

WHAT ABOUT SOME AUTO-
MOBILES FOR WOMEN IN 1916.—
I am out on the road and have no
settled abode, or headquarters, so
have only just seen the article en-
titled “A New Plan for 1916”.

I note that following the policy of
the party for many years, the article
states—“each car could carry two
men”, and that no mention is made
of any plan to reach the women.

I realize that this is due somewhat,
to the fact that our Socialist men
regard women as their equals, and so
fail to recognize that there.is a
distinction between men and women,
and that different methods are
necessary to reach’ women. Women
in the aggregate cannot-be reached
by the same methods as men, because
social customs, conventions, long ages
of suppression, and acquiéscence in
masculine authority, have caused the
interests, opinions and view points of
men and women to diverge, and made
of women dependent beings.

1t is the usual custom of our speak-
|ers to address their remarks to the
men, and as an afterthought will per-
haps say “when I say men I include
women”, which while consoling is not
convincing from a woman’s point of
view and tends to make the average
woman feel her secondary position.

That this is unintentional, and due
to lack of study along this line by our
men comrades, I am convinced. If
this question had been properly
understood, our Woman’s National
Committee would not have been
abolished at this juncture.

" During the campaign of 1914 we
left it to the Democrats and Republi-
cans to get out special bills, and send
eut women to reach women. This
was the case in Kansas, and we did
not get the women. In California we
made the same tactical error. Are we
going to repeat the mistake in 1916?

No one class can be more readily
reached by Socialist philosophy than
women, if we go after them in the
right way. There is no space here to
outline what I consider the right way,
but most emphatically to send out
automobiles with only men, to have
all of our National Executive and a
large number of our state committees,
composed entirely of men, is NOT
the right way. No man, however en-
lightened, can understand a woman’s
problem as a woman can.

Let us have our automobiles, carry-
ing both men and women, with simple
literature adapted to the needs of the
average working woman, and let us
see to it that we have some women
¢n our executive committees.

And—Ilet " us stick to our name.
There is no name so suitable. It is
not the name that the opposing forces
are fighting, it is the movement and
wio change of name would prevent
them from spreading abroad the same
untruths about the movement.—
ETHEL WHITEHEAD, Kansas.

FAVORS PREPAREDNESS.—Will
you allow me in your columns to
plead with the Socialist Party to re-
main neutral on the question of
preparedness ?

A great many Socialists are oppos-
ed to preparedness. A large number
of others are in favor of prepared-
ness. Is it necessary to split the party
in two over this issue? To believe in’
preparedness is not to believe in
militarism.

Mayor Lunn of Schenectady is a
good Socialist, but he believes in
preparedness. Charles Edward Russell
is a Socialist to the core, vet he is
out for preparedness. Many of ‘us
believe that the United States should
be protected against any possibility
of foreign invasion. Nevertheless, we
are good Socialists. Socialist plat-
forms directly sanction Socialists to
fight for their homes and their coun-
try.

Why then can’t we agree to dis-
agree about preparedness? I do not
believe any fundamental Socialist
principle is at stake.

Our differences over this matter
come from a difference of judgment
only. Some of us believe our American
institutions are in mno danger of
fereign aggression. Others of us be-
lieve there is such danger. What has
that difference of opinion to do with
Socialism ?

Under no circumstances would I
want the Socialist Party to declare
for preparedness. All I ask is that
those of us who do believe in pre-
paredness be allowed to remain in the
party. I do not see why a minority
of us should be forced out of the
party because our judgment differs
from the majority as to the possibili-
ty of an attack by some foreign
power. :

Suppose a minority of us believe
'in a vegetable diet. We do not there-
‘fore have to quit the party because
'an overwhelming majority eat meat.
"The question has nothing to do with
:Socialist principles. Just so a minority
of us believe we may some day
have to vepel a foreign foc. What
-has that g#t to do with the principles
of Socialism? We may =it and_dispute
;over Vegetarianism night long if we
‘wish, and still extend the hand of
‘comradeship. So let us argue over
preparedness till we are, blue in the
iface if we want. But don’t force good
!comrades out of the party because
they cannot agree with the majority
jon a side issue which has so little
‘connection  with the
_principles of Socialism. I repeat a’
‘Lelief in preparedness is not a belief
'in militarism.—SOL. SAITIE, Boston,
;'Mass.
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'PARTY NEEDS iNFORMATION

fundamental |j

by Comrade Katterfeld’s letter urging
the abolition of that Department.
Evidently, Comrade Katterfeld is un-
familiar with the history of the De-
partment and the work it has already

ment.

He states that the Department was
conceived in iniquity, and for the pur-
pose of chastising Comrade Work.
Now, Comrade Work himself has said,
—*“The foundation of this Department
is in my opinion one of the wisest and
most valuable steps ever taken by the
Socialist Parvy”. The establishment
ol this department was conceived first
in the minds of -Socialists who saw the
necessity for such a service. It' was
recommended by the conference of
Socialist elected . officials held in Mil-
waukee in Augast, 1911; the plan was
then endorsed by the Women’s Na-
tional Committee and by the National
Committee on Municipal and State
Programs. In 1912, after a thoro dis-
cussion at the National Party Con-
vention the department was ordered
created by practically a unanimous
vote of the delegates. In view of these
facts, if Comrade Katterfeld still
maintains that the Information De-

artment was conceived in_iniquity,
Ee must believe that everything 'the
party has evér done to advance the
cause of Socialism was likewise con-
ceived in iniquity. .

It is true that the Information De-
partment has cost us money during
the four years of its existence, byt
how could a free information service
for the entire paz";ty membership be
maintained without the expenditure of
money? During the period ending
May, 1915, the Information Depart-
ment received and handled 7,465 in-
quiries and the use of the Department

has steadily ‘increased month by
month,

Many of the questions sent to the
Information Department required

elaborate technical and legal investi-
gation and thru a system which has
been worked out by Comrade Thomp-
son, the various party locals were
able to get the service of eminent
engineers and attorneys free of
charge. This assistance has' been
particularly valuable to elected party
officials who have needed technijcal in-
formation to fight effectively for the
interests of the working class.

I am sure that if our comrades could
personally visit the Information De-
partment and see the splendid library
that has already been accumulated
and classified by the system now in
use at the Congressional Library at
Washington, D. C.; if they could see
the thousands of pamphlets, leaflets
and newspaper clippings which have
been carefully indexed and made
available for party use; if they could
see the files of all our important So-
cialist publications and other records
which will be extremely valuable to
the party in the future, they would

not 7 single moment the
proy sh the Information
Dep

Let . 2, if need be, to the

very limii .. «... amount that we are
spending on our Information Depart-
ment. In fact that has already been
done, so that very little money would
be saved abolishing it; but let us not
make ourselves ridiculous by starting
to tear down our own heuse.~~~JOHN
C. KENNEDY, Chicago.

THE INFORMATION DEPART-
MENT.—I should prefer not. to be
drawn into the matter, but it is
evidently up o me to correct some
statements made by Cdmrade Katter-
feld in a recent communication in
these columns, because they might
injure others.

It is true that the Lyceum Depart-
ment put immense quantities of So-
cinlist literature into circulation and
brought thousands of new members
ihto the party. It had just as ruch
right to sperd some of the regular
funds as any other department.
Therefore, when anybody speaks of
the “failure” or the “deficit” of the
Lyceum Department, it is calculated
to make one weary.

It is also trvue that I insisted upon
Wisconsin furnishing its mailing list
to the National Office. I likewise made
other enemies, by doing what I be-
licved to be right regardless of the

red the enmity of some of the most
powerful men in the movement.

I was slated for elimination. The
election of the campaign manager of

elimination. It succeeded in this. It
also succeeded in largely eliminating

the membership began falling. Prev-
jous to that time I had been a real
national secretary, and everything
was on the upgrade. They thought I
wanted to be a dictator. Nothing was
farther from my mind. I simply
wanted to serve the cause. If I could
have had the co-operation of those
who took so much pains to discredit
me, I am confident lhat the member-
ship would have doubled again by
this time.

1 could write a book about these

not the slightest grudge against my

they knew. So did 1. Doubtless all of
us are wiser now. I can smile com-
piacently at all those events. Anyone
who wants to increase his usefulness
ir. the world must keep bitterness out
of himself absolutely.

formation Department had nothing to
do with the plan for my elimination.

Quite the opposite.

I knew by cxperience how impos-
sible it is for the Executive Secretary
to give the desired assistance to our
clected officials and other comrades.
Therefore, in my report to the nation-
al convention of 1912, I recommended
the establishment of an information
department. Others also recommended

t.

I cordially supported the depart-
ment after.it was established and co-
operated with it until it was abol;lsh-

ed.

Recently, the comrades in a town
where some aldermen have been
elected asked me to help them get the
material for the preparation of certain
important ordinances: I could not
spare the time. It i&¢' a burning shaire

ed I hope that 130 pne will be mislead

that such comrades no longer have the

done for the Socialist and labor move- |1,

consequences to myself. Thus I incur- |}

1912 was a part of the plan for my (&

the party itself, for from that hour |8

thins. But bygones be hanged. I have | |8

erstwhile enemies. They did the best| &

But the establishment of the In- |

Information Department to assist
them. .

The department was a splendid
success. Twenty thousand dollars is
a paltry sum to Sf)end for three years
of the immensely valuable service
which it rendered.—~JOHN M., WORK,
Chicago.

PUBLISHING STATEMENTS, —
o I have read every issue of The
American Socialist ever published I
have managed to keep out of the
“open forum” having long ago learned
that the average human being feeling
an irritation near the brain instead of
Investigating the cause with a fine
toothed comb or otherwise think they
have an idea, and rush into print with
it. The illusion is infectious and I
caught it from Local Indianapolis.
They resolved that the public state-
ment of Chas. Edward Russell at
Philadelphia on Nov. 29, favoring pre-
paredness be published in The
American Socialist. I say Amen to the
proposition. Our party paper should
keep the members informed on what
our lecturers. are saying and should
not repress items which in the opinion
of the editor it were better not to let
the members know about, forcing
them thereby to depend on uncertain
information. Tell the truth and shame
the devil if the ship goes down in the
storm. “Truth crushed to carth will
rise again.” Let us have democracy in
practice as well as in theory. Wm.
D. Haywood- was recalled from the
National Executive Committee and
it’s a cinch that not one in twenty-
five who vcted to recall him knew
what he said or that he actually
said anything. I voted to recail
him but do not know to this
day whether I was justified in doing
so. I would like to see The American
Socialist make it its business to obtain
and print verbatim all statements
made by comrades who are acknowl-
edged lecturers for the party, not in
conformity with the principles of the
Socialist party whether constitutional
or unwritten. The resolve that Com-
rade Russell be not considered a
Presidential candidate is premature.
He was not my choice nor the choice
of Local Keene but we believe that
both he and the Locals which nomin-
ated him are entitled to a fair trial
before he is turned down. Allen Ben-
son has probably made the soundest
arguments against preparedness of
anyone and yet he could be charged
with advocating preparedness. He ad-
vocates defense which without a
verbatim copy could be twisted into
advocating preparedness. Let us get
at the ‘facts before we act. If Comrade
Russell lacks class consciousness to
the extent that he advocates principles
to which the Socialist party is
unanimously opposed he is not fit to be
a candidate for President or a 'mem-
ber of the Socialist party. Let’s fire
him. Comrade Russell has been an ef-
fective lecturer, writer and worker in
the Socialist party. We cannot afford
to losé any active members nor can
we afford to be misrepresented by our
lecturers. There are three principles
which we must maintain at any cost.
I should value them in this order:

Cplleciivé Ownérship, Domoénc , An-
ti-Militarism.—I. T. BARRON, Keene,

. BY THE EDITOR.—The -editor has
no desire to withhold -anything from
the readers of The American Social-
ist. Next week’s issue will contain
statements from all candidates for the
presidential and vice presidential
nominations, for the five positions on
the executive  committee and for
national executive secrefary. If Com-
rade Russell accepts the ecandidacy
for the presidential nomination he
will no doubt send in a statement
making clear his position on the
question of militarism and prepared-
ness. It is the personal opinion of the
editor that, in view of the fact that
we have a big campaign coming on,
the entire party should not allow jt-
self to be sidetracked by ‘what one
comrade may or may not believe. In
view of the fact that Comrade Russel]
is a prominent candidate for the presi-
dential nomination, his views on mili-
tarism and preparedness have been
given a thoro discussion in the “open
forum”. The comrades will be able to
pronouneg their final judgment if he
accepts the candidacy for the presi-
dential nomination and sends in his
statement, as requested by the nation-
al executive committee, which will
be published with all the other state-
ments in next week’s issue of The
American  Socialist—~J. L. ENG-
DAHL, Editor.

NOTE.—As this issue of The American
Socialist_went to press, the declination of
Charles Edward Russell to become a candidate
for any of the positions to which he was
ncminated was received. There were at that
time four acceptances for the presidential
nomination, Allan L. Benson, Arthar LeSueur,
James H. Maurer and Seymour Stedman.
George R. Kirkpatrick and Kate Richards
O’Hare had accepted the candidacy for the
vice presidential nomination. There are about
30 candidates for the national executive com-
mittee. All of the names that will go on the
ballot will be published in The American So-
cialist next week.

The strict press censorship has for-
bidden the Eublication of reports deal-
ing with the Socialist congress held
at Paris, except the brief statement
announcing the questions discussed,
the examination of the general situa-
tion, the Socialist Party and the war.
The names of the speakers were also
announced in this statement and the
fact that meetings were held morn-
ing, noon and night. .

Leopold Winarsky, Socialist mem-
ber of the Austriay Parliament and
member of the City Council in Vien-
na, died a few days ago at the age of
43. Winarsky was at the war front
for a time, but was discharged as an
invalid. He was an exceptionally bril-
liant man and is tl'n{ught to have died
of a broken heart. - :

Socialist Party Executive Committee
cf New York State held a meeting
last week and issued a statement
repudiating the “preparedness” speech
recently delivered in Philadelphia by
Charles Edward Russell.

Resolve every day during this
presidential campaign year to add an-
other sub to the growing circulation

of The American Socialist.

Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 256 Cents.

IN THE WORLD OF LABOR

By Max 8. Hayes. [

N A lengthy descriptive article in
| the New York Call, in which the
humbug union formed by John D.
Rockefeller, jr., is fully exposed,
Chester M. Wright, who was in the
Colorado mining camps and made a
first-hand investigation, explains how
the voting was done on the question
of whether or not to endorse Rocke-
feller’s ‘““union.” . ‘
There were two ballots—a white
ballot was for the new plan, a red
ballot was against it. Each miner got
two ballots. He was to cast one. And
each miner cast his ballot into a ballot
box that was watehed by a company
man. e one that he did not cast
was returned to the company, or sup-
posed to have been. Not all were
returned. Some men threw both bal-
lots into the box. At the Rocke-
feller mine, in Fremont county, the
men refused to vote. Another “elec-
tion” was ordered. In this “election”
the plan was voted down. Then the
beautiful and whole-souled democracy
of Rockefeller arose to the surface
and got into action.'

This order went out from the mine
officials: *“If you do not vote to ac-
cept the plan the mine will be closed!”
The men have absolutely nothing to
show that they are in the “union,”
and in case of a grievance there is
so much redtape to unwind, with a
final appeal to Czar Welborn, that
nobody wants tc bother with the ma-
chinery.. . e e n :

ITALY SEEMS torn with strikes in
which clothing workers, metal work-
ers, farm hands and others are en-
gaged. The cost of living has been un-
reasonably increased by the patriotic
plutes and a deaf ear is being turned
to all demands for increased wages.
Apparently the government is doing
little to choke off the rapacious profit-
mongers, and the poor are said to be
suffering intense misery. The Social-
ists are going to kick up a row about
it in Parliament, for which they will
be denounced some more as traitors.

THE NATIONAL Association of
Manufacturers, according to a report
from Minneapolis, Minn., “has started
a campaign against all union labels.”
This is news, indeed—nearly as in-
teresting as the historic announce-
ment that the Dutch have taken Hol-
land. When didn’t the N. A. M. fight
union labels? And how much good
did it do those would-be diétators
and all-around despots? Whatever
that crazy crowd is for, labor should
be and largely .is .ag.air:st. .

IT IS reported from Chicago that
employes of the Colorado Fuel and
Iron Co. who indulge in liquor after
Jan. 1, 1916, will do so at the peril of
their jobs. Employes are urged, in a
bulletin that has been posted, to co-
operate with the new prohibition re-
gime of Colorado. Rockefeller is going
to hma}{e his employes just ag saintly
as he is.
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MAKE EVERY SOCIALIST
VOTER AN AMERICAN
SOCIALIST READER

TO SOME WORKING GiRL.

On Christmas Eve, the letter was
dated Dec. 24th, Eugene V. Debs,
wrote to. The American Socialist as
follows:

“Please ¢xtend my sub for the year
ending December 31st, 1916. For the
extra 50 cents enclosed please send
The American Socialist to some work-
ing girl for a year.

“With the greetings of the season
and the best wishes,

“Yours Fraternally,
“IEUGENE V. DEBS.”

We are wondering how many read-
ers of The American Socialist would
like to foilow Dc¢bs’ example and ‘send
The American Socialist for one year
to some working girl. There ought to
be many readers anxious to do this.
Woman’s suffrage is sweeping over
the land snd we need the women
workers under the banners of Social-
ism in order to win the cooperative
commonwealth. Send The American
Socialist to some working girl.

The circulation figures this week
show another gain. The “ons” out-
number the “offs” to the tune of 154,
making the tutal circulation this week
41,262. Keep it going up, Comrades!

Comrade E. H. Taylor, secretary-
treasurer of the Madison County, Ill.,
Socialist Party organization has just
notified us that the Madison County
comrades are planning to send The
American Socialist for one year to
the 455 teachers in the county. The
school teachers are workers. They
have found this out in Chicago and
other cities where they have joined
the ranks of the organized workers.
Other Socialist organizations should
scend their paper to a list of school
teachers.

ROLL OF HONOR

MICHAEL ANDELMAN,
orders 25 copies of The American Bocialist
each week for eight.weeks. He has the head-
quarters for Socialist literature in Boston at
291 Tremont St.

“Keep your car {o the ground and you will
hear something drop down in Old Texas n
November”, 13 the message that comes to-us
with a list of five brand new subs. “We have
got the pluies on the run. The American So-
cialist is the kind of material to keep them
on the run until they arc completely routed™,
says our Texas comrade,

C. W. EASLEY, Sioux City, Iowz, sends in
a list of five and “Wishes The Amcrican So-
cialist a better year to come”.

The New Times, the Socialist weekly at
Minneapolis, Minn., sends ir a list of com-
bination subs for The American Socialist and
The Socialist Campaign Book. Remember you
can get the Campaign Book free with a year’s
sub at 50 cents. '

“l can't get along without The American
Socialist”, writes MANLEY T. SWANSON,
;;rcat Falis, Mont.,, as lic sends in 2 club of
our.

A. W. JOHNSON, North Dakota, sends in a
list of 20 suhs and receives the Socialist watch
foh for his work.

C. R. DAUTERMAN, Havre, Mont., fires in
a lizt of six subs and gets one of our beautiful
Socialist pennants.

“It i8 time every class conscinvs comrade
does his bit to help destroy or ai least mini-
mize the military craze”, writes E. HARRSEN,
Newburgh, N. Y,, as he orders eight sub cards.

FRED S. MARTIN, one of the Socialist
councilmen of South Sioux City, Neb., orders
four sub cards and says, “At the picsent time
Meyer London needs the assistance of every
Socialist in this country. My idea is to have
every comrade write to his congreseman and
senator and den:and that he voies for the
measures introduced hy Comrade London, We
are in a position té¢ put strong pressure %o
bear on the oppesition. The 250 copies of the
Meyer London FEdition, Dec. 4, mailed to eur
town, certainly woke up the workers’.

“T let this fellow look over my paper and
he pulled out 50 cents and said. ‘Send in my
uame for one year’”, writes W. A. WALKER,
Centerville, lTowa, as he sends in a new sub.
Gther comrades should make use of their paper
in the same way.

“f picked up the enclosed names the day
before Christmas”, says W. G. MENTZEK,
Duguesne, Pa., as he sends in a list of five.
Comrade Mentzer has been disabled for seven
months as the result of a serious injury and
for a time his life was in the balance. We arc
glad to hear that he is now getting well and
+strong again.

THE GOMING KINGDOM

Lincoln Phifer’s Great Book

Boston, Mass.,

T'orecasted this war and another to
follow it, thru an analysis of the old
law of periodicily, on_ which the
prophets of old replied. It is a schol-
arly analysis of the early . Christian
ideal, the Kingdom of Heaven, show-
ing wherein it resemtled and where
it differs from the Socialist ideal.
Nineteen “books,” 9G chapters, 300
poges.

A Dollar Book for Fifty Cents.

“1 have read The Coming Kingdom
carcfully two or three times. Ii takes

a great hold on me.”—Comarade
Xruke, Corning, N. Y.
Addvess:

National Office Socialist Party,
€03 W. Madison &t., Chicago.
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The Trul

About Preparedness

By JOHN SPARGO :

T

HE PRESENT widespread and cunningly organized campaign for “Pre-
paredness” illustrates in a remarkable manner the sinister character of |
militarism and its menace to democracy.

Let there be no mistake about it: This great and costly campaign really
partakes of the nature of an investment from which a certain important

section of the capitalist class hopes
profits.

and expects to derive extraordinary

The average worker has very little conception of the way in which the
great military systems of the world have been fostered by cunning capitalist
enterprise. It is our business as Socialists to make that clear, to expose-the

secret.

In 1918 Karl Liebknecht, heroic son of heroic sire, from his place in the
German Reichstag exposed the innermost secrets of German militarism. He
showed how the official military caste was supported by the makers of arma-

ments and ammunition, the makers
of ‘armor plates and battleships, the
steel trust, the manufacturers of
electrical machinery—in a word, of a
group of economic interests broadly
designated as “the steel group”, with
the great Krupp firm as its center,
each of which fopnd that its greatest
profits could be derived from military
preparation. ‘

B3 £

THE METHODS pursued to win
the German people’s assent to the
ever increasing demand for military
expenditures were as immoral as they
were ingenious. Large sums of money
were spent by these good German
“patriots” to subsidize and control
French newspapers in which bitter
attacks on Germany and the Germans
were made. Then, in the German
newspapers which they controlled
these “patriots” reproduced the
“French attacks on Germany”, say-
ing to the German people, “You see,
the French hate us and mean ‘to at-
tack us”.

“In the German newspapers which
they contrelled they caused the publi-
cation of frequent attacks upon
France and insulting refercnces ‘to
the French people. And these they
caused to be reproduced in the French
newspapers which they owned wholly
or in part. The uninformed French-
man reading these things in a sup-
posedly loyal French newspaper, said
reluctantly, “The Germans still hate
us, we must be prepared to defend
ourselves against them”.

No, gentle reader, these tactics are
not specially characteristic of “Ger-
man militarism”. They are, indeed,
common to the whole military and
capitalist combinations of the world.

Being neither pro-Ally, mnor pro-
Teuton, but pro-Human, pro-Inter-
nationalist and pro-Socialist, I am in
duty bound to point out that France
has long had a similar combination,
with the great firm of Creusot as its
center.

This group has made it its business
to foster fear and hatred of Germany
by France and.of France by Germany.

And England has had its similar
economic group with the great firm
of McVickars as its center. It has
done everything in its power to foster
fear and hatred of her neighbors by
Great Britain and to make Great
Britain feared and hated by her
neighbors.

(And McVickars being a highly
profitable concern the good ladies who
give money to foreign missions invest
as largely as they can in McVickars
that they may have large dividends to
spend on “Chrisiian work among the
heathen”! And most of the clergy
whose incomes are large enough t©o
permit investments seem to prefer
McVickars. When increased military
expenditures lead to increased divi-
dends for the stockholders in Me-
Vickars they can more cfficiently
worship the Prince of Peace!)

ok ko k

VERILY, “patriotism is the last
refuge of scoundrels”!
Whoever belicves that our Ameri-

can capitaiist “patriots” are different,
beings of superior virtue, aquite in-
capable of the sort of rascality herein
described, must needs be very in-
nocent. Quite unfitted for this wicked
world, in fact! !

Every thinking person knows that
the very powerful group of economic
interests comprising the makers of
guns and ammunition, armor-plates
and battleships, locomotives and other
machinery essential to modern war-
fare, together with those who want
by force of arms to open up markets
for their wares, have organized and
are paying for this remarkable cam-
paign for “preparedness”.

The great war in Europe has caus-
ed many people to fear the astonish-
ingly efficient military organization of
Germany. With frightened hearts
they have asked, “What if the United
States were attacked by such an
efficient foe?” And the capitalist
“patriots” have capitalized that fear.
They have made it the basis of the
most hysterical campaign in our
history.

They have even swept some of our
best-beloved comrades frem  the
moorings of their faith. Socialists
who but vesterday thrilled us bhy
their revoluticnary ardor now join in
the hysterical cry “Prepare against
War! Prepare against War!” :

Let us not be deceived. The United
States is more assured against, attack

from any quédrter in the world today
than at any time within the past
hundred years. Nowhere in the world
is there the interest, the disposition
or the power to make war upon this

nation.

* ok w K

IT WILL take a generation at least
for any of the great powers now en-
gaged in this monstrous war to gather
sufficient strength of human and
material rescurces to attack us. We
should be safe from invasion if we
had even less military and naval force
tﬁat we now have. Nobody questions
that.

Meantime, we are asked to consent
to the expenditure of the colosgal sum
of one and a half billion dollars upon
the navy alone during the next six
years. That is the program of the
General Board of the Navy. It means
the expenditure of more than two
hundred and sixty-five million dollars
a Vear -on new construction alone.
This is in addition to nearly fifty mil-
lions already authorized for expendi-
ture within the next two years for
new construction, five millions for
aviation in connection with the navy
and about eleven millions for reserve
ammunition. )

Remember, this colossal program
is for naval preparation alone. The
military expenditures, if a -really
great army is to be organized and
developed, will b: ezen*greater!

AND ALL this expenditure practi-
cally unnecessary for a nation con-
tent to mind its own business. It is
not necessary to the defense of this
nation in any particular., Only the
needs of a nation bent upon offensive
action can justify it.

Such an army and navy as we are
now called upon to create will give
us the strength necessary to assume
the offensive. And the gveatest lesson
.of history is that no nation ever yet
long possessed the power for offen-
sive action without taking the offen-
sive.

Let us not forget: if this enormous
increase of military and naval ex-
penditures is voted and authcrized by
Congress, as it will be unless the
workers stir themselves, all the work
of social reform which we hoped to
gee the nation undertake will be per-
manently shelved.

There will be no money for Old Age
Pensions; no money for Sickness and
Accident lnsurance; no money for
anything except the work of death
and destruction.

The hypocritical mask of “Pre-
paredness” hides the ugly features of
militarism» Let us unmask and
destroy the beast!

|THE STORY CORNER

NOTE.—In this column there 1s traced, trom
week to week, the development of a typical
Young Peoplr’s Socialist League. The suc-
cesses and failures are mirrored here and
the chances are that you will find some ‘of
your own here set forth. Each installment is
practically complete in itself, but it is advis-
uble to follow the story regularly.

THE BIGGER BEE.

As is the case with many individu-
als, so the League had to make a big
success to realize its own importance,
and it became conscious of that im-
portance only o be convinced of, its
own comparative impotency. As long
as they had been doing small things
in a small way, they had viewed their
problems in the manner of small men.
They had not been able to see past
the boundaries of their own little
local affairs, they were so small that
they could not see over their back-
yard fence. Of course, the back-yard
had represented the entire world to
them up to this time.

Things were different now. The suc-
cess was so big that those petty bar-
riers were completely outgrown and
swept aside. They grew big only to
realize, thru their new field of vision,
that they were comparatively small.
It was a good lesson to-learn, and it
came easily enough to most of the
members. Of course there were a few
that had not yet received their mew
bearings, but the majority took a far
wider outlook. The meetings were no
longer taken up with futile arguments
over whether the financial or the
recording secretary should buy the
postal cards on which the meeting
notices were sent out. This had been
a matter of great importance in the
days gone by, long and labored argu-
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of both sides andiN#td names were

even called. All {thls ‘was changed
now. o .

miehts were put ft()ﬁgs the partisans.

LI ST
THEY HAD "a Hew bee in their
bonnkt, They had shown the local com-
rades that they were capable of bigger
things than mush-parties and dog-
fights.” They wanted to develop on an-
other field, the field of organization.

Looking around at the Socialist
Party locals. they could see that the
reason of their permanence and
strength (limited tho 'it was) could
not be ascribed to their own resources.
The secret of their strength lay in the
fact that they were organized. Every
brandh was definitely united with the
local, every local with the State, every
State with the National Office. Alone,
even.some of the best of them would
have been hard put to to exist, but
banded together they were invincivle.
The..5ame was true, of the Labor
Unions, Sick and Death Benefit Funds,
Farmer’s Co-operatives, ete. The
lesson’ sank home quirkly enough, and
befdte long the members were talking
State lorganization.

Other states were organized, why
not theirs. Others reaped the benefit
in the line of inter-league affairs,
picnics, ete., in organization suggest-’
ions and help, in the t¥aining to their
members, and in the greatly added
prestige that a State Federation lent.
Theré was no real reason why their
State; should iag befil}d.
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INQUIRY addressed to the
Natipnal Office of the League brought
encouraging response. There were
eight other leagues in the state, some
smaller, one or two, larger, but on the
average almost, but not quite up to
theirs in point of size and experience.
Their city being centrally located, the
National Secretary .suggested that
they elect someone to canvass the
other leagues and find out their senti-
ments on the matter. Thru the co-
operation of the State Secretary of
the Party an organization campaign
would be started to build up more new
leagues, in time for a convention. The
suggestions were taken up enthusi-
as,thigalll}'!, and the work” went forward.
Théirchoice was deputized by the
National Office to act as‘State Secre-
tary pro tem and soon thé niews of the
proposed convention 'travelled from-
one énd of the state to the other.

Pldns went ahead mlerrily, the local
membérs were highly.:interested, for
here was a chnce to get in on some-
thing, bigger than their former back-
yard gonfines, here was a chance to
give ‘their belcved organization an-
other boost in the eyes of their Com-
rades...They had made a success of
everything they had tried so far, why
not of this? )

'LIBERTARTAN EDUCATION.

Libertarian education, such as is
now , being cffered by the People’s
College, Fort Scott, Kansas, cannot
but result in incalculable benefit to
the cause of the workers. Particularly
is this true of a ¢ =~ "in Plain Eng-
lish, which is a. ¢ T v llege
curriculum, an’ i to
students at sn. 1601,
having service as srated
on a non-profit m. Lo

Hundreds of letters from students
of the college testify eloquently to the
inspiration and power for good which
its courses lay at the door of the
workers of the world.
. It is one of the first instances, if
not the first, in the history of the
world, where a great educational
institution bas been, founded by,
owned and conirolled by. the workers,
which  has for its sole Aim, the im-
parting of truth to the wealth pro-
ducers of the world. ¢

SLEHANE GOING EAST.
. ©emrade Lehane, thé Irish orator,
is now’ on his way east to conelude
his coast to const tour of the United
States, and back. He leaves Chicago
early this month and eénroute to Ney
Yoik; will address meetings as foliows!:
Ohio¢“Jun. %, Warren; Jan. 9, Youngstown.
New :¥ork State: Jan. 10 and 11, Buffalo;
- «- . .Jan. 13, Rochester; Jan. 14, Schenec-
tady: Jan. 15, Albany.
Massachusetts: Jan. 16, Boston and Lynn;
an. 17, Fitchburg; Jan. 18, North
Attloboro; Jan. 20, Wakefield; Jan.
23, Boston; Jan. 24, Boston.
and New Hampshire: Berlin and
Franklin, Skowhegan and Bangor,
also Portland, dates to be fixed Jan.
25, to Jan. 30.

-

Maine

Assemblyman Shiplacoff, the lone
Socialist in the New York Legis-
lature, is losing no time in going to
hat. He has prepared bills prohibiting
the .employment of children under 16
years of age, to establish the initia-
tive, referendum and recall, to ex-
terminate private detective agencies
which furnish thugs. and strikebreak-
ers, and that will make it legal for
workers to boycott any concern unfair
to labor; also a bill for maternity
pension, by which women who are em-
ployed may receive''a pension three
mionths before and after childbirth;
bills that will alleviate unemploy-
ment; a bill against’'the issuance of
injunction in labor disputes, and a
resolution that will put up to the vot-
ers 'of the State the: woman suffrage

e
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Clubs of Four or More, 40 Weeks, 25 Cents.
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— Boljdarity.

WILLIAM F. KRUSE - ;. - Director

To reach the nation’s youth with the
message of Socialism and to bring them
into the organized Socialist movement
through Young People’s Socialist Leagues.

Address all communications to:

Socialist Party Young People’s Dept.,
803 W. Madison 8t., Chicage.-
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TO REACH THE BOYS!

Steps are now being taken to formulate
plans for reaching the younger hoys and girls
with the message of Socialist comradeship. - &
committee of two, Jack Robbins, a.‘boy-
specialist” of nation-wide prominerice end the
National Secretary of the Y. P. 8. L., are o
investigate the question to formulate plans
whereby a good worth-while movement of boy
and girl comrades can be built up. This report
is to be rendered to the N, E. C. at its next
meeting. ’

The committee claims no monopoly of ideas
on this question and realizes that a consider-
able number of our comrades have given the
subject as much attention as they. Suggestions
as to means and methods as well as the under-
lying educational principles are welcome. Tins
is a big task, one of the greatest we have yet
undertaken, and 1s worthy of all our best ef-
forts.

A strong, effective organization of this kina
would counter-act the false ideal now incul-
cated by the Boy Scout and some 3chool organ-
izations. It would give the children a live
interest in the doings of the Socialists, and
would give them the intellectual and physical
foundation needed by our workers. Finally, it
would act as a fceder of live, well-trained
members to the Y. P, S. L., and thru it, to
the Party. .

So let every boy-lover and (little) girl-lover
send in his suggestions and ideas on the mat-
ter. We want an organization of boys and
one of girls hetween the ages, say, of eight to
fifteen. This is our problem, what is the
solution? Send all answers to the Director of
this Department.

PROGRAMS.

February program. Some stuff was sent in by
some of our loyal workers, but not nearly
enough to make up the whole thing. Get busy
now. The program is to inciude an Impromptu
Mock-trial, subject ‘‘People vs. The Remington
Arms Co.” Charge: Aiding and abetting
murder thru the manufacture of runition for
war. .
Commemoration Birthdays, Washington and
August Bebel, Feb. 22. :

Valentine’s Party, Feb. 14;
Dance, Feb. 29th.

" NEWS NOTES.

Bronx, No. 1, N. Y., had & very inrteresting
Christmas celebration, a tree, Santa Claus, and
a unique distribution of gifts to their
“prominent” members. Their entertainments
always pay, even tho members of the league
get in free. In scanning the educational pro-
gram it would seem as-tho feminism had taken
some hold for of five fine speakers announced,
four, Juliet S. Poyntz, Anna Maley, Ella Reeve
Bloor, and Maud Thompson, are women, while
only one man, Morris Hillquit, graces the list.
The very best speakers are more and more
giving their services to the League. They are
realizing more and more the need of covering
the Y. P. S. L. field of activity tkoroly. In
New York, so in Chicago. recently, when all
five members of the N. E. C. gave their services
to the League. The best is none too good for
the Yipsels.

Peoria, Ill., is doing good work along the
lines both of sociability and education. Good
Jectures and a splendid good-time on New
Year’s Eve are their latest exploits.

Omaha, Nebr., can boast of a Red-Card mem-
ber only 13 years old. Tom Matthews, who
was a Socialist since he was nine years old,
has been admitted to the local, with all
privileges save that of the vote. The capitalist
papers devoted considerabie space to him, and
the local members are very proud of their
young member.

Northwest Side, Chicage, carried off the
third prize of ten dollars at the Masque Ball
given in the larxest hall in the city by *the

ewish Labor World. They were masked. as
the Henry-Dubb group. This sort ought to be
easy for the old-party voters to get, all they
have to do is to “look natural”.

Pennants. The new Y. P. S, L. pennants

Leap Year

are finding a wide favor among the Yipsels
everywhere, and they are being put to n \ide
variety of uses. The large ones sell at 26¢ each,
$2.75 per doz., small, 10c each, 70c per doz.

Some Splendid Results

If you want to start something in
your community get The American
Socialist Lecture Courses.

See what splendid results the locals
are having everywhere.

Elwood, Ind.— Comrade Becker
writes, ‘‘Lecture course is a great
success. We sold all our literature

and could have sold much more; 900
people packed the Opera House at the

enthusiasm. The local has made money
on the course and we have taken in
members at the rate of seven every
week since the lectures began, giving
our local now over a hundred members
in good standing. This is forty mem-
bers more than we have had in the
history of the local.” ]

Gadsden, Ala.—Comrade Walker
writes that the lectures at Gadsden
were a splendid success in every way.
Some of the comrades there had feared
that the lectures would not succeed.
Comrade Ferguson reports very
enthusiastically about the lectures. He
says that they were all splendid and
did an immense amount of good in
'their community.

State Line, Ind.—Comrade Lakin is
certainly some hustler. He writes,
“We have in view the organization of
a Socialist party local during the
lectures that are to be given here. We
have already made a start and have
eleven applications signed. I shall
continue. to' solicit applications, how-
ever, during the entire course and ex-
pect to start out with a big local.”

Portsmouth, Ohio.—Comrade Maun-
tel reports on the lectures. “The at-
tendance at the Seidel lecture was 125,
at the Kirkpatrick it jumped up to

amefidment in 1917.

160 and at the Walker lecture up to

HENRY DUBB HASNI' AS MUCH SENSE AS GOD GIVES GEESE - - -~ By Ryan Walker
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This is the last call for material for the|

LWalker lecture and were wild with]-

one reason or another.

We offer now

SIS 1IE FIRST week in the year should see a beginning of
l the campaign of 1916. A number of speakers are out

working, but- with about 5,000 Locals in the party, it is
evident that the great majority cannot have speakers, for

But all locals CAN SELL and distribute literature. --

We have made it possible for the Locals to secure some
cheap literature recently. Thousands - of copies .of “The
‘Bombshell”, “The Lone Foe of War” and “The Gunmen of
Industry” have been sent out and have been distributed. In
fact so many have been sent out that our stock of these
pamphlets is exhausted; and no more orders can be taken.

The Truth About Socialism

at less than cost to this office. The new price will be

10 cents apiece

In lots of 50 or more.

This book sells for 25¢ and thus the Local makes more
than 100 per cent profit. You must pay the freight, but even
S0 you wil‘l make more than 10c per copy. C

Send $5.for fifty copies or $10 for one hundred copies.
Your Local can put some money in the treasury by a little
work, and at the same time do some good propaganda work.

SOCIALIST PARTY, 803 Madison St., Chicago, Ill.

TN

Colored Cartoons

individuals.

.NEW EDITION—NEW PICTURES

A treat to ydﬁng and old.:- A selection ‘of" Ryan Walker’s best
cartoons with the added attfaction of colors.

32 pages, (5x131; iqclies) of colored comic cartoons,
352 inches of rollicking sure-enough,fun.

THESE ARE THE
New Adventures.
of Henry Dubb
Thousands of copies of Henry Dubb cartoons have been already

sold. This is a new edition, with new pictures, in three colors.
They make a hit as soon as seen.

They will sell like hot cakes at street meetings, léctures, and to
Every father who wants his son and daughter to
comprehend the struggles of the workers will want to give this
book of pictures to them. They will bring a smile on the face
of any grouch. Even' the’ dullest-mind can understand when
taken in Walker’s “easy-to-take” doses.

Single copies ............ ,
25 cOpieS . ...cvneniennes...$2.00 postpaid
100 cqpies Creevizieeaes .$6.50 express paid

....10¢ postpaid

SOCIALIST PARTY, 803 W. MADISON ST, CﬁICAGO, ILL.

210. The literature sales were.the best
I ever saw in Portsmouth. The com-
rades could not hand out the books
fast enough. Several applications
were reccived for new menibers - and
several of the comrades who!ivere.in
arrears have paid up their dues and
taken hold again with new enthusi-
asm.” . ’

Memphis, Tenn.—In spite of dif-
ficulties the lectures finally ‘turned out
splendidly. ‘At> Comrade Seidel’s
meéting 44 new members were receiv~
ed. Comrade Walker’s meeting cdme
o near the holidays that the comrades
were afraid it would not be a success.
Walker’s train was over 2 hours late
so that he finally. got to the hall at
11 o’clock. In spite of this the erowd
had taken a vote to wait and were
still there when Comrade Wulker ar-
rived. He finished his lecture about
12 o’clock and the whole crowd voted
that it was one of the finest things
they had ever had. Seventeen new
members were added to the 44 that
had before heen secured. The com-
rades in Memphis believe that the
three lectures will net them 100 new
members. This is the record so far.

Indianapolis, Ind.—The comrades
write that the course has given them
three mighty good lectures. The
weather was bad which made the
crowds rather small but the meetings
have done a great deal of good and
the movement there is picking up. It
will be in better shape for the 1916
campaign. : :

Fairmount, W. Va.—Comrade Mary
Boggess writes' that, “The ldcture
course here is causing no’end of dis-
cussion and we hope to keep them
running.”

Marion, Ind.—“Seidel, ' Kirkpatrick
and Walker stormed the town with
telling effect,” writes Comrade ‘Shinn,
chairman of the course here.. .“Each
a specialist in his particular way of
presenting his- message of “brother-
hood, held his crowd fascinated. The
1916 campaign is. on with flying
colors. The lectures have created so
much interest that we have arranged
to have Debs, Thompson and Creel in
the near future.”

Winston-Salem, N. C.—Comrade
Walker writes that in spite of delayed
trains he managed to get into town
by 8:10 p.m. He rushed to the hall
without stopping for supper or any-
thing else and found the place packed
to suffocation. The crowd was the
largest that had ever assembled to
hear a <cocialist = speaker, except
possibly Debs.

Maley-Goebel Lecture Course.

Arrangements are now completed
for the Maley-Goebel lectures® which
begin in the New England states
Jan. 14. Applications are still coming
in and any locals that desire the
Maley-Goebel lectures may get them
if they hurry in with their application.

The -Berliner Vorwaerts announcef
the arrest for high treason of 10 Ger
man Socialists, including Clara Zet
kin. They are charged with ¢ngaging
in peace propaganda. :
" The -Chicago Federation of Labor
has voted to send food, clothing and
money to the striking copper miners
of Arizona, in addition to telling the
senators and congressmen from Illi-
reis and Arizona that they favor the
national ownership of mines. What is
organized labor in your city doing
about it?

Rroxew
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HE POSITION of the Socialists
on the Money Question is out-
lined in the following extracts;

From the. COMMUNIST MANIFESTO
of 1848: . :

Demand 5. Centralization of credit in
the hands of the State, by means of &
national bank with State capital and an
exciysive monopoly. : i

From the Platform of the SOCIALISTIC
LABOR PARTY, NEW YORK, 1884: '

Demand 5. The Government alone shall .
jssue all money and such right shall not |
be delegated to any banking or other
private corporation.

From the SOCIALIST FARTY Plat-
form adopted by membership referendum,
May, 1908: -

“The Government shall also loaan money
to states and municipalities without
interest for the purpose of carrying om -
public works.”

From the SOCIALIST. FPARTY Plat-
form adopted by bership rcferendy i

May, 1912: 05

1
No. 6. The collective ownenhl;:u\l
democratic management of the banking
and currency system.” :

“The government also to establish em.
ployment bureaus; TO LEND MONEY
TO STATES AND MUNICIPALITIES .
WITHOUT ' INTEREST FOR THL PUR-~
‘POSE OF . CARRYING ' ON PUBLIC
WORKS. and to take such other measures .
within its power as will lessen the wide. *
spread misery of the workers caused by
the misrule of the capitalist class.”

There has beeri no discussion with-
in the party on this snbject and the
comrades are mot informed “ag " th
should be. "The National Committee
will undoubtedly be entrusted with
the responsibility of formulating the
platform of the party for 1916—and
submit it to a referendum vote. It
will contain a financial plank in har-
mony with the above submitted by
the Committee on Banking, Bank
Credit, Currency and Money System
of the United States.

Comrade Robert H. Howe, a member
of the Committee has written,a bo
“The Evolution of Banking® whi
every member of the party should,
read in order to discuss the subjeet;
during the coming. campaign.

“The Evolution of Banking”, cloth
bound, 200 pages, 8 full page illustr.-‘
tions, price 50 'cents. For Sale by thel
National Office of the Socialist Party,

803 W. Madison St., Chicago, IlL,
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