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Winona Drivers Strike Grocers

FWS-CLU DRAWS |S*. Paul Citizens Alliance
Locks Out Laundry Workers

Wholesale Grocery Drivers'
Strike Begins Second Week

REPRESENTED AT
NCDDC MEETING

“In regard to Black a number of
questions need to be cleared up with-
out delay. He can no longer remain
silent and evasive. What millions of
Americans want to know is whether

Drivers, Dry Cleaners and Laundry
Workers on Strike; 22 Plants
Bannered by

Minneapolis Drivers Council Members Aid in
Negotiations; Beer Drivers Strike
Settled

UNEMPLOYED Alp -+~

he still associates himself with the

Klan and
Worker.

its

Evidently the Communist Par-
ty reasons the same way about
the Klan as it does about capital-
iste—that they are “good” or
“bad.” Perhaps the Senator is a
“good” Klan member and if he
will only speak right out loud
on where he stands on the Bill
of Rights and anti-Semitism and
anti-Negroism, and take a with-
drawal card from the Klan, a
place may still be arranged for
him in the great People’s Front.
Squads Right—March!

“American apologists for the So-
viet Union are beating their breasts
in anguish and reaching into the
shallow depths of a screwy mind in
an effort to discover some excuse for
the blood purge now taking place in
the land of their heart's desire.”
L. B. E. W. Union News.

No apologies are needed for
the Soviet Union—and no ex-
cuses required except for the
butcher Stalin and his hench-
man. Stalin’s betrayal of the
Russian revolution, and the
workers' state built by the fol.
lowers of Lenin is the real rea-
son for the blood purge. In or-
der to replace Lenin's principles
with  Stalin's  Stalinism, the
greatest witch hunt in history is
in full sway and all true Marx-
ists are being ferrited out and
destroyed. Reactionaries in Am-
erica who hate all reds may well
envy Stalin in his massacre of
the reds. They have much in
common.

" TRLAT

“Again T would say that what
the country needs is a new political
party giving expression to the hopes
and needs of the workers and busi-
ness people. In other words to those
who render useful service.” ~Henry
Teigan.

Why don't all you liberals, re-
formists and alleged progressives
quit coddling and wet-nursing
an already decayed economic
system, and help build a real
party of and for the workers.
The country needs a new re-
form party like it needs a good
10c cigar. What the country
DOES need is a party that has
for its objective the complete
overthrow of capitalism in all it
varieties, Fascist, “Democratic,”
or “People’s Front,” and the es-
tablishment of ~» working-class
democracy.

Employees in Akron
eaters Form Union

Akron, Ohio——Employees in Akron
theatres have formed a union which
is affiliated with the Akron Movie
Operators Union and chartered by
the International Stage Employes and
Moving Picture Machine Operators.
Ushers, doormen, cashiers and other
employed in theatres are eligible to
membership in the new local, which
has grown rapidly in the past few
weeks.

HARK! COAL DRIVERS!
All coal drivers and yard men
must report to their respective
before N ber 1, to
inform the companies as to wheth.
er they plan to work during the
coal season. If this is not done,
coal workers will lose their senior.
ity rights. Attend to this, without
fail, ore November 1.

principles.” —Daily

Relief Resolution of Joint Com-
mittee Adopted by
NCDDC
Program Calls for State Youth
Act, WPA Wage
Increases

The Joint Relief Committee of La-
bor, set up by the Central Labor
Union of Minneapolis, and cons ting
of representatives of the Federal
Workers Section, Local 544, and of
the C. L. U., has drawn up a labor
relief program, which was adopted by
the North Central District Drivers
Council at its recent quarterly meet-
ing in Hibbing

The resolution, how
the public relief agencies are seeking
to divide and weaken the workers
and their unions, presents a number

pointing out

of progressive demands. It reads as
follows :
“The enemies of cracking
down in their drive to rejuvenate the
Open Shop, are effectively using fed-
eral, state and local public relief
agencies to divide and weaken the
workers and their unions.
The only remedy for the
The only real remedy for the
workers is to counteract such cruel
practices and unjust control by in-
stituting their own programs for pro-
viding necessities to all workers and |
their

labor,

real
er,

families who are prevented
through any cause, from obtaining
such necessities by wages or other

means, Thus it has now become im-
perative that Labor compel the pub-
lic relief agencies to serve the said
needs of Labor and to cease their
anti-union schemes and practices; and
that Labor now establish a proper re-
lief program and representative or-
gans equiped and empowered to put
that program into effect.

|
f('h:lllvnyu to the entire

[nesday when the St. Paul La
|Owners’ Association posted on
it was locking out all laundry

Union

The St. Paul local of the Citizens Alliance laid down a
union movement of that city last Wed-
undry and Dry Cleaning Plant | - :
that | FWS Relief Program Endorsed !

its bulletin boards a notice

workers after Thursday night,

Sept. 16. About 600 - 700 workers, members of Laundry Drivers

| Local 319, and Dry Cleaners and Laundry Workers Local 150, |
established a strike }
and a commissary in the Ge neral Drivers

are involved. The union has
| at 871 Payne Avenue,
| hall on University Avenue, and is
bannering the 22 plants whose owners
are members of the boss association.
Independent laundries are not affect-
lcd by the struggle, and negotiations
between these plants and the unions
involved are now in progress. The
laundry workers are issuing a small
strike bulletin, and

tions and sign union contracts. At the
present time, the situation is at a
deadlock, with the employers brand-
ing the strike “illegal” in the boss
press and inserting advertisements
“deeply regretting the
ence,” blah-blah-blah.

inconveni

The real reason for the lockout is
that the laundry bosses, backed by the
Citizens Alliance, are determined to
smash unionism in the laundry indus-
try, after which they will open up the

along the line. Ostensibly, the lock-
out grows out of a situation that oc-
curred many months ago.
The Tale of Moosbrugger
Al Moosbrugger, a laundry driver,
drove a truck for the Elk Laundry
in St. Paul for sixteen years. In 1936

company. Every worker knows that
this is by no means an unusual situa-
tion, but on the contrary quite com-
mon among C. O. D. drivers. Such
shortage has never been considered a
badge of dishonesty or unreliability.

Meeting Notices
“Be it resolved, therefore, that we
(Continued on page 3)

Harlan County
Control

Cz;i‘Employé;'s
Cruel Reign of Terror

Moosbrugger later paid up the short-
age.

(Continued om page 2)

In Harlan County, Ky., there is ung
employer’s association known as the
Harlan County Coal Operators Asso-
ciation. It is controlled by an execu-
tive board in whose employ is a secre-
tary, a stenographer, and a deputy
sheriff,

This deputy, Ben Unthank by
name, is one of the most feared,
hated, and despised men in any com-
munity,

He received $150 a month as a
salary, and an unlimited expense ac-
count, During January and February
of this year his expense account
amounted, for each month to more
than $2,000.

When questioned by Senator La-
Follette as to what use Unthank had
made of this amount of money, Pearl
Bashman, operator of the Harlan
Wallin Coal Company, and an execu-
tive board member of the association,
said that he did not know, didn't
want to know.

Ben Unthank went into retirement
when "the LaFollette committee sub-
penas were issued. All of the officials
of the association claim that they do
not know where he is, that they have
sent word to him via the grapevine
system that he should come out of
hiding. They also state that they
have paid him no money since last
September but that his accrued wages
will be paid to him when and if he
reappears,

Under the expert tutelage of this
Ben Unthank, half of the ex-conviets
of Kentucky have been given jobs as

They have killed, maimed, dynamited,
ambushed. They have been indicted
time after time but no grand jury in
the county will return a guilty ver-
dict. Jurymen, also, like to live.
One of the largest coal mining
corporations in Harlan County is the
Harlan-Wallin Corporation. This com-
pany has five “openings” at Verda.
They own the house in which the
workers must live. These houses are
absolutely without sanitary facilities,
lights, heat, or any of the other com-
monly accepted niceties of life. Yet,
should a man be dischargd he is
(Continued on page 4)

Local 262 Puts Back
WMIN Employee

Following the victory at station
WDGY, the Radio Section of Elec-
trical Workers Local 292 gave anoth-
er demonstration of its strength this
week when one of its members, Jules
Geller was placed back on the job
Monday at station WMIN,

On Saturday, September 11, Gel-
ler wae fired by Hoffman, owner-
manager of WMIN. Geller has been
active in oreganizing the radio station
employees into Local 292. A commit-
tee from Local 292 called on Hoffman
last week and convinced him Geller
should be put back to work, after
Hoffman denied Geller had been fired
for union activity.

The employees of WMIN are or-
ganized nearly 100 per cent, as

deputy sheriffs. They have waged a
campaign of terror second to none.

| are the workers in other Twin City
| radio stations,

are demanding |

that all employers enter into negotia- |

fight against the St. Paul unions lll'

he was short in his account with the |

adquarters

[FWS Indicts City
' Hospital in Death
Of William Edgar

Last week the Northwest Organizer

ar,
nfantile par-

3(1,'!)! with Mr. and Mrs. Lee E
the loss of their son, William
| who died recently fron
| aly

then, Brother Lee Edgar, a
| WPA worker, and member of the
| Federal Workers Section, has signed
f:m affidavit which depicts the wanton
| cruelty faced by local relief clients

i “The child was sick about three |

‘du,\\ before 1 tried to get a doctor,”

about a sore throat and his mother
gave him a home remedy. He was

5. On Monday we tried 1o get a doc-

 tor at the City Hospital and were re- |

| fused. The child appeared worse
| Tuesday, mother walked to the North-
| side Police Station to get police to
call the hospital and get an ambu-
lance. The police did this, but were
| refused. Mother asked the police to
call Dr. Lessly but the police refused
to call and denied her the use of the
phone. Mother then called the private

| doctor from a pay phone. The doctor
| said he could not come but to call |-

his assistant. This doctor came out
and pronounced the boy ill with the
flu, and gave orders to call the hos-
pital if he was not better by the next
day. Gave the mother a prescription
and the mother went to a drug store
and had it filled. Next day (Wednes-
day) the child was worse and 1 called
the hospital for the third time and
was refused.

“A man came to Al Stein at the
union to get help and it was arranged
to get the boy to the hospital with a
dump truck. Mother stayed with the
boy for three hours while taking tests
and at the end of that time the doctor
pronounced the case a very critical

(Continued on page 8)

arried a short news item commisera- |

| Convention of North Central
| Drivers Attended by
| 79 Delegates

~—Council to Aid Minot
| Taxi Strike

| Brief reports from Hibbing
' inform us that on last Saturday
the quarterly meeting of the
|North Central District Drivers
| Council got under way with 79
|delegates present. The dele-
[gates represented 26 unions
| with 17,000 members. Symbol-
{ic of the progress of the Coun-
cil was the fact that several
|new drivers’ locals were repre-
sented for the first time—Wi-

Willmar, and the

endent Truckers Lo-

lowa w resented with

| delegates from I in Marshall-

:mv\v, and Mason City, and South Da-

| kota furnished a delegate from the

Watertown local

T. E.

| addressed the
|

| Fork, Virginia,
| Minnesota Inde

| cal 62

Cunningham and L. J. Mero
ering, after which

| Reports from individual lodges were

f,n'ven. It was voted to inerease the

i | X ganizational fund, and the follow-|p. m.,”
taken seriously ill Sunday, September | °T€anizational fund, and the f :‘ |P
s

ing schedule of contributions
agreed upon: Locais with less than
[200 members will pay $10 monthly;
[locals with less than 500 members,
| $20; locals having over 500 members,
$35.

Locals receiving organizational aid
| the Council are to pay one-
I'.h:ri of the expenses, the balance to
| be paid by the Council. It is under-
[‘:nu\i that the N.C.D.D.C. is not go-
|ing to play the Shylock, and that
|

(Continued on page 2)

| from

Fleming Guest
Speaker in lowa

In describing a drivers union
meeting held in Marshaltown,
iowa, on Sunday, September 12,
the Northwest Organizer neglected
to mention that one of the guest
speakers was Bob Fleming, an of-
ficial of St. Paul General Drivers
Local 120. Together with Karl
Skoglund of Minneapolis, Flem-
ing addressed the Marshalltown
drivers and assisted them in their
current organizational campaign.

nona, International Falls, Little |

| grocery
¥ e 1 + X ]
gaii iast

bosses feeling
The

| sary in the west end of town,

been assisting the Winona

Winona, Minn.—The strike of workers in the wholesale
section of the General Drivers Union here, which be-
Wednesday, is going into its second week with the
to an increasingly degree
union has established a strike headquarters and commis-

the pinch of the strike.

and has tied up any shipments

| of food to or from the struck companies. Grant Dunne, repre-
sentative of the North Central District Drivers Council, has
Local since the beginning of the

-

!Hop Workers Run

Out by Vigilantes
For Unionization

Yakima, Washington—The agtricul-

tural bosses and their state police are
‘up to their old tricks in this part of
| the country. Last week 50 Filipino
?anncultura! workers, employed at the
| William Bauchane hop ranch, de-
| manded a 25¢ per hundredweight in-
| crease in the hop-picking rates. This
| increase would have
:zes fro man average of $1.75 a day
to $2—from which 65c daily is de-

writes Edgar. “The child complained | the regular business got under way. | ducted for board.

“We wark from 5:30 a. m. to 6
" said Aniceto Manzano, union
leader, “and 100 pounds = day is a
good average for a hop picker,”

“Then Mr. Bauchane called the
vigilantes and the state highway pat-
| rol. They hustled us into the patrol
autos and herded us out of the coun-
| ty, without even giving us time to
| gather up our personal effects. They
| dumped us across the county line and
| told us ‘Don’t ever show your faces
in Yakima County again’.”

West Coast unions are pouring pro-
| tests into Governor Martin, Sheriff
| Lou Cvans and the LaFollette Civil
| Liberties Committee.

' Duluth Drivers Sign
16 Oil Companies

Duluth, Minn.—The General Driv-
ers Union here signed contracts last
week with 16 oil companies, cover-
| ing petroleum drivers and bulk plaut
| men. The contracts provide for union
"rem;mition, seniority, paid vacations,
| time-and-one-half after 40 hours; the
8-hour day, 5-day week, with a mini-
|mum wage of 70 cents an hour.

Negroes Still Cotton Slaves; La Guardia
InvesiigciesLBMT: CION- A.F. of L. Fight On

Although the
throughout the
have been for the most part of a
minor nature, the jurisdictional battle
between the C. I. 0. and the A. F. of
L. continues
tions. No longer it a case of all
newspaper talk and no action. The

trikes prevailing

arena has been cleared and actual
fighting for supremacy is now the
order of the day. From the snow
covered mountains of Washington
and British Columbia to the sun-

drenched ports of San Francisco and
Oakland the two opposing armies are

fighting the fight to tha finieh

In New York City the floorscrapers,
the elevator and one
branch of the New paper Guild went
on strike last week. In Atlanta and
Macon, Ga., relief clients were threat-
ened with permanent expulsion from
the relief rolls unless they would
take cotton picking work at starva-
tion wages. A major strike among
the transport workers in New York

operators,

country this week |

to grow to major propor- |

drawn up in real battle formation, |

| City was
|of a plan advanced by Mayor La-
1 Guardia to have a three-man commis-
| sion of inquiry investigate the dif-
| ferences between the union and the
B. M. T.
| Emancipation Debunked
During the Civil War President
{ Lincoln, amid great fanfare signed
| the Emancipation Proclamation, set-
| ting free the slaves. Negroes all over
| the country went mad with joy. Sub-
| sequent events proved that no mere
| stroke of the pen could set free men
who for generations had been sold
into bondage by the white man.

On Scplemiber 10, 1637 in Atlanta,
| Ga., angry farmers patrolled their
| fields armed with <hot guns to prevent
|a threatened walk out of negro work-
| ers. Farmers from an adjoining coun-
|ty had attempted to lure the cotton
| pickers away with promises of higher
| wages, According to the sheriff, “our
| men put a stop to that in a hurry.”
| Negroes now work in the cotton fields

{under condiions which parallel those

|
averted by the acceptance

which prevailed during the days be-
fore the Civil War, under threat of
being instantly shot if they should
attempt to go where they can get a
living wage.

According to the sheriff’s story,
the farmers from the adjoining coun-
ty offered the cotton pickers seventy-
five cents per hundred weight. They
now receive forty cents per hundred
weight, and (again quoting the sher-
iff) “we consider this a good wage.”

Meanwhile in Macon, sixty-nine
more WPA workers have been requi-
sitioned for work in the cotton fields
' A strike of €8 of the 1186 formerly
released from the relief rolls has been
thwarted. The county threatened to
refuse relief permanently, to any
man who refused to be drafted into
the cotton fields.

A strike involving 303 employees
of the editorial and business depart
ments of the Brooklyn Eagle, in New
York City was in its second day when
on September 16, police began limit

(Continued on page 2)

—<#strike,

raised their wa- |

¢ and, altogether with Arnold
| Johnson, another Counecil representa-
| tive will remain until a settlement is
| effected.

|

: The beer drivers strike, which
|started last Thursday, was settled
| over the week end with every concern

| except the Winona Beverage Com-
| pany signing up with the union.
‘! On Monday morning Mayor Maze
| of Winona called a conference of em-
| ployers and union representatives and
| recommended the following: “that a
| compromise wage be paid of 42%
;and 45 cents, effective as of Septem-
{ ber 15, 1937, subject to an arbitra-
’!ion board as outlined in union agree-
{ ment or an arbitration board selected
| agreeable to employers and emplovees
|affected. Decision of arbitration
board to be final and rendered within
ten days from date of signed agree-
ment. If the arbitration committee in-
creases wage scale, employees will re-
| ceive wage increase difference effect-
|ive as of September 15, 1987, em-
‘4 ployess to return to work immediate-
ly.”
! While the mayor's recommendation
did not grant everything demanded
by the union, yet the union committee
felt the proposal offered a reasonably
fair basis for settlement, and accept-
ed the proposal pending a union mem-
| bership meeting to be held Monday
night.
i At that time, the bosses also ac-
| cepted the mayor’s proposal. Later
| Monday, however, they renigged and
| brought in a counter-proposal.
| Tuesday, the union issued a state-
] ment putting forth its position, which
| was published in the Winona Repub-
| lican-Herald. The union statement in
;pun follows: “Following a series of
| meetings of employers together with
| other interested parties for settlement
| of the present labor controversy be-
tween the wholesale food and produce
men and their employvees a special
meeting was held Monday at 10 a. m.
called by Mayor A. H. Maze, which
had for its purpose an attempt to
make a settlement in order that the
employees could return to work im-
mediately . . . The committee repre-
senting the union, composed of Maur-
ice Nichols and Grant Dunne, accept-
ed for their organization the mayor’s
proposal pending a meeting of the
membership of the union which was
held Monday night at Eureka hall, at
which meeting the membership on
strike voted almost unanimously to
accept the mayor’s proposal and to
disregard the counter proposal which
was made by the employers.

“The union wishes to record that
the proposal of the employers was a
demand upon the union to stop all
outside firms, including chain stores,
from supplying food and produce for

ption by the r ts of Wi-
| nona. This proposal of the employers
| was rejected by the unon officials
|and placed in the minutes of the
| meeting. The union wiches to contin
(Continued on page 3)

Cas Workers to Hold
Meeting September 27

A membership meeting of the Gas
| Workers Union Local 20490 will be
|'held Monday, September 27, at the
|down town Eagles Hall, 8th street
|und 4th avenue. Important matters
are to be taken up and all members
are urged to attend without fail,

Make Minneapolis a Union Town
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| MR. WORKINGMAN: I
| How would you like to become a MEMBER of the ,f
; Minnesota State Life Insurance Company |
; for your OWN protection?

‘ Life Insurance at cost in a co-operative organization [

| °

. Minnesota State Life Insurance Co.

| Lincoln at Colfax Minneapolis, Minnesota |

L Keep Minnesota Doll}rs at Horqe i

Specials for Thurs. to Wed., Sept. 23-2¢ 1

PEANUT BUTTER . 2¢
i7c

QUAKER OATS .
33¢
27¢

MACARGNI "
BAG 55c
ORES

QUALITY BAKED

LARGE 48-0Z
o PKG.
CUT SPAGHETTI OR

LB.
BOX

v 2 LBS

BONNIE BELL SPICE RINGS

MILD MELLGW

DEPENDON COFFEE .
RED OWL FOOD ST

| swell article in last week’s Organizer

. . *
Seems to me
the voice of the mighty Hafey has
been rather silent of late Red

Toohey's on a picnic. Swanson's crew

Notes on the Crowd

took on nine new tires last week.
Hornig took on one boot! Nothing but
Plato and Norwood on the Housing
job.

* * *

No news from the county crews,
* » *
Anybody cashed any Bolander
checks this summer?
L - »

Nary sight nor sound of Ray Coo-
per for weeks. Also where's Dan Mec-
Mahon? Bruno, Maurice Klugman,
Frank Peterson, and others of that
big chummy group of ball players
and bonfire builders from “18" “74”
and the Airport. It's about time you
helped run the outfit for a while. Be-
sides Maurice, nobody's been buying
lately. How’s about it,

ted unanimously to carry the fight to
the companies in case of a lock-out,
and this is being done. The morale of
the workers is excellent. Besides the
workers enrolled in the two laundry
unions, the engineers have also come
out in sympathy. Both unions have
requested Art Hudson of Loecal 120
to be chairman of their joint negotia-
ting committee. Through leaflets, the
union has announced that further ac-
tion depends upon what each
ployer does

em-

Bosses’ Strategy

Tuesday evening the bosses issued
a statement “To our employees” in
which they sternly ask: “Do you real-
ize you could be working now with a
10 per cent increase in the present
wage scale if the unions hadn’t bro-
ken their agreements with the Elk
Laundry and the compliance commit-
tee of this association?” The bosses
further promise seniority rights, and
in short, almost anything, if only the
poor misled laundry workers will
show that after all they don't take
their unionism seriously and will
come back to work, whereupon, the
bosses vow, “negotiations can be re-

sumed immediately.” Naturally, no
worker takes such pap seriously.

The opinion of most people in St.
Paul is that the bosses, by breaking
off negotiations and arbitrarily call-

J UNION SHOP

233 2nd Ave. S.
4 CHAIRS - NO WAITING

any
possible claim to sympathy, The in-
dependent laundries are getting a big
share of the business once claimed by
Association members. The union
movement is solidly behind the laun-
dry workers in their clear-cut strug-
gle for justice, and are determined to
support them until every single laun-
dry plant signs a union contract,

Opp. No. 544 Drivers Union Building

Special Attention to Union Men Free Delivery

Producers of QUAL’ITY PRINTING Since iBQO

ARGUS PUBLISHING CO.

Printers - Publishers - Stationers
EMMETT 1, DUEMKE, Prop.

2335 CENTRAL AVE., MINNEAPOLIS GR. 3531.3532
v

PIONEER ELEVATOR
& LUMBER CO.

Daniel O’'Leary, Manager
Phone Walnut 2840, Hopkins 643

LUMBER, GRAIN, FEED, FUEL
General Line of Building Material
HOPKINS, MINN,

SCHMIDLER’S
MEAT MARKET

1919 Central Ave.
GR. 2451.2452
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