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P J. Corcoran Slain;

TJC Calls Hollclay

Governor Benson
Offers $500 for
Pat's Murderers

On Thursday Governor Elmer A.
Benson offered a reward of $500 for
information leading to the arrest and
conviction of the slayer or slayers
of Patrick Corcoran. In a statement
accompanying the offer, Governor
Benson said: “The murder of Patrick

_~=—3. Corcoran of Minneapolis is a chal-

i

lenge to the forces of law and order
in this state and no effort must be
spared to solve this brutal crime . .

This case cannot be allowed to rest
until the killer or killers have been

. . brought.to \ju‘stice.”.

i “employers and their agents.
‘can be little doubt but that many of

STATEMENT OF MINNEAPOLIS
TEAMSTERS JOINT COUNCIL
aneapohs Teamsters Joint Coun-

cil No. 32, i§ horrified at the appar-

“ent cold-blooded slaying of Patrick’

Srah

ne uaamsters ‘Jomnt Councii®

<Pat Corcoran has led an uncom-
prising ﬁght against Minneapolis em-
ployers and has unquestionably by
his unswerving loyalty to the interest
of the workers encurred the enemity
of a large section of Minneapolis
There

5 Corcoran, Secretary Treasurer: of

the . employers who have dealt with

" Corcoran during the past two years

_have reason to wish for his elimina-
-tion. It is obvious that one who fights

e nmste‘nt‘ly .in the interest of the
’ workers makes enemies. Those ene-

mies are known and threats received
over ‘a perlod of time, indicate how
seriously Corcoran’s death was de-

" sired..

The: Teamsters ‘Joint Council and
all of its affiliated locals. hold nothiiig
but the hxghest reSpect and odmira-
tion for the work that- Curcoran has
carried out. He knew+of tHe danger
that confronted him but in spite of
this insisted ofi carrying on his strug-
gle to improve the conditions of those
‘who, toil. We are c¢onvinced that the
dastardly murder. of Pat ‘Corcoran
will only serve to spur the Drivers’

Umons to even greater orgamzatlonal .

ef‘iorts His murder will not go un-
avenged. Teamsters’ Council No. 82
pledge themselves to carry forward
to a successful conclusion'the cam-

--paign which was inaugurated by Cor-

.= Local 544, Minneapolis

o
£

/

5
o

coran. If the employers and their
agents think:that by murdering in-
dividuals they will be able to wreak
their will upon ‘the working class,
they have murdered in vain.

We will:carry on.

STATEMENT OF GENERAL
DRIVERS LOCAL 544
General
Drivers Union, is moved to sorrow
as - Patrick J. Corcoran, official of
the Local Union, falls to his death

- under assassins’ bullets. Pat Corcoran

-and the Drivers Union at one time
iwere on opposite sldes Since that

‘Drlvers International, tﬁere haybeen

Friend, than Corcoran, _Sincé the rap-

every act that he has been actively

,_,Not‘only has he actively participated

Patrick J.

Corcoran

e s e A At S S sttt

“Mourn not the dead who in the still earth lie,

Dust unto dust,

That calm sweet earth that mothers all who die,

As all men must.

But rather mourn the apathetic throng,

The cowed and meek,

Who see the world’s great anguish and its _wrong

And dare not speak.”

time, however, and since the ti
Local Drivers Union;returned to the

no more staunch supporter, or truer

prochement between the one-time
outlaw umion (574) and the A. F.
of L. there has been no one who has
accorded greater support to the Driv-
ers than Pat Corcoran. He has been
our friend and has indicated by his

interested in. furthering :the interest |
of the Minneapolis Teaming crafts,

in the organization of the General
Drivers Union, but he has in that
same period assisted in the unioniza-
tion of the Bakery Drivers, Laundry

several other Iutherto unorganized
sections of the Drivers movement.
Corcoran was one of the foremost
movers in the formation of the North
Central District Drivers Council, a
ugion Council which brought into’ its
fold all of the northwest teaming

craft locals. During his fight for
unionization of Northwest Trucking
Workers, Corcoran. had made ene-
mies, who, no doubt, desired his
death. If assassination of teaming
craft leaders is the answer of the
employers, then Local 544 says, you
may kill who you may think are the
leaders. But we have trained people
who will go forward with the fight.
When all of the Driving Craft Work-

|sailants

Rites Saturday—
For Morning, 9-12

Teamsiers Offer $10,000
For Corcoran's Assassins

Labor Movement Joins Drivers in Observance of
Holiday Saturday; Funeral at
St. Mary’s Basilica

On Wednesday night around ten
o’clock Patrick J. Corcoran, Secre-
tary-Treasurer of the Minneapolis
Teamsters Joint Council and Chair-
man of the North Central District

Drivers Council, was foully and bru-,

tally assassinated near his home.

Earlier in the evening, he had at-
tended a meeting of the Laundry
Drivers Local, held at the headquar-
ters of the Council, 257 Plymouth
Avenue North. He left the meeting
for his home, put his automobile in
his garage, and started for the door.
It was then that his assailant or as-
_attacked him,
crushed his skull, and sent a bullet
crashing into his brain. His snow-
covered body was discovered by a
neighbor at 11:30 p. m.

A Cowardly Act

It was some time before the hor-
rible news of his assassination leaked
out. With sorrow, with anger, his
trade union brothers, his friends,
members of the trade union move-
ment, heard of the cowardly, das-
tardly act.

The body of the martyred. trade
union leader was taken to the county
morgue. Later, officials of the Team-
sters Joint Council and a representa-
tive of the Northwest Organizer went
to the morgue, identified themselves
and asked to see the body. They were
refused admission. Representatives of
the daily press had no difficulty in
viewing the body of the murdered
man.

Surviving are his wife, two sons,
Edmund and Patrick, Jr., two daugh-
ters, Betty and Janet, three brothers,
John, James and Alphonse. He lived
at 28 Penn Avenue South.

Council Meets Immediately

On Thursday morning at 10 o’clock
a special executive meeting of the
Minneapolis Teamsters Joint Council
was held in the Council headquarters.

érs in the Northwest are organized
and operating under union condi-
tions, we will be satisfied.

Pat Corcoran is a martyr and has
siffered a martyr’s fate, but his mar-
tyrdom will only spur us on to great-
er efforts.

STATEMENT OF YELLOW CAB
SECTION, LOCAL 544
The membership of this section
wishes to express its deepest concern
and sympathy in the loss of a leader
who has so ably demonstrated in the
past his ability fearlessly and cour-
ageously to 'lead his followers in or-
ganization drives .. . In our estima-
Continued on other side

beat him, |

The executive meeting decreed that
the Council offers a reward of Ten
Thousand Dollars for the apprehen-
sion and conviction of those respon-
sible for the murder of Corcoran. It
further decreed that a Holiday of ail
members of the Teaming Crafts in
Minneapolis be held Saturday, No-
vember 20, to permit members to
attend the last services for the mar-
tyred trade unionist, to be held at
11 a. m. Saturday at the Basilica of
St. Mary. Members observing this
Holiday need not fear that either their

jobs or their standing in their Union -

will be jeopardized. Miles Dunne was

elected to fill temporarily the post of

Secretary-Treasurer of the Council.
Saturday Union Holiday

The rest of the Minneapolis trade
union movement is called upon by the
Council to join with it in observing
the Holiday on Saturday. All unions
affiliated to the North Central . Dis-
trict Drivers Council, of which Pat-
rick Corcoran was chairman, have

been notified of the actions of the

Minneapolis Joint Council, and in-
vited to send delegations to observe
the funeral. Thursday afternoon, offi-
cials of the Warehouse and Inside
Workers Union, Local 20316, called
upon all of its members to join with
members of the Teamsters Joint
Council in observing the Holiday.
Officials of the Federal Workers
Section of Local 544 had already
taken similar action. It was believed
that many other unions would rapidly
follow suit.

After 12 o’clock noon on Saturday,
any driver if he so wishes, may take
his truck on the street, with the full
sanction of the Teamsters Joint’
Council. Milk and bakery drivers will
begin deliveries at midnight Friday,
and are to be off the street by 9
o’clock Saturday morning.

PAT CORCORAN’S UNION -
RECORD

Prior to 1922—Active in the
railroad unions,

June 16, 1922—Initiated into
Milk Dnvers Union Local No. 471,

April, 1932-—Elected Busmess‘
Agent of Local 471.

April, 1935—Elected Secretary-
Treasurer of Local , 471, which
office he held until January, 1937.
He then became Business Repre-
sentative and Financial Secretary-
Treasurer of the Teamsters Joint.
Council No. 32. He.was also Chair-"
man of the North Central District
Drivers Council; Chairman of the
Board of Umon Business Agents;
Vme-pres:dent for the Fifth Dis-
trict of the Minnesota State Fed-
eration of Labor.

$10,000 Reward is Offered for
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We Carry On

With horror and the deepest sorrow all members of the

~ Teamsters Joint Council, and of the North Central District

Drivers Council, heard of the brutal and cowardly assassination
of one of their bravest and staunchest leaders, Patrick Cor-
coran.

Loyally and without compromise, Pat Corcoran led the
fight against the employers of Minneapolis and the Northwest,
so that all workers in the driving crafts might gain more of
the good things of life. In this fight, Corcoran made thou-
sands of friends—and many enemies. Because of his part in
this consistent struggle, Corcoran incurred the undying enmity
of a section of the employers and their agents. Without tie
shadow of a doubt, many employers who have dealt with
Corcoran during the past two years had reason to wish for
his elimination. He was honest, he was brave, he would not
vield where the question arose of defending the interests of
the working class.

Over a period of months, Corcoran received many threats
against his life. Knowing of the dangers that one in his position

was bound to hazard, he yet insisted on doing his part to carry |

on the struggle to improve the lives of those who toil.

All talk of tracing his assassination to inter-union warfare
is the most outrageous nonsense—studied, insolent, purposeful,
deliberate nonsense—inspired by those responsible for the mur-
der, and echoed, hinted at, insinuated, in the daily press. Do
not be fooled. The murder of Corcoran was a base blow
aimed at the entire trade union movement. Only MORTAL
ENEMIES of the trade union movement could have dealt this
blow.

Our martyred brother, a leader in the trade union van-
guard, gave unselfish devotion to the unions and the progres-
sive labor movement. He was an active worker, an outstand-
ing leader in the movement that he loved and served. His
contribution to the workers’ cause over a long period of years
stands as an inspiration to all working men and women. Only
the deepest feeling of concern for the welfare and progress of
trade unionism ever found a place in the thoughts of Pat
Corcoran. Only sorrow and horror and rage will find a place
in the hearts of those who knew him-and-loved-him.

His death will hurt the progress of unionism in Minne-
apolis and the Northwest, and those who inspired the death-
blow know this. But his death will not halt this progress. If
those who so bestially murdered Pat Corcoran thought dif-
ferently, they are mistaken. The movement in which Corcoran
played a leading role has trained workers who will carry on
the work until the goal is reached, until every worker of the
teaming crafts in the Northwest is protected with the shield
of unionism. Brutal assassinations of leaders, planned cam-
paigns of terrorism, will not halt this drive.

The Minneapolis Teamsters Joint Council, of which Pat-
rick Corcoran was a chosen leader, pledges the labor move-
ment, its friends and supporters, that no pains will be spared,
that nothing will be allowed to stand in the way of bringing
his slayers to justice before the bar of public opinion and the
trade union movement. »

Hail and Farewell, Patrick Corcoran. We shall carry on.

* * L3

The Time Is Over-ripe

For many months, rumors have come from Washington
that the LaFollette Civil Liberties Committee was coming to
Minneapolis to investigate employer-employee relationships.
The Teamsters Joint Council has welcomed such news. Since
Wednesday night, there is no longer any excuse for a delay.
The LaFollette Committee must come immediately and do its
work.

We also call upon the State Attorney-General to appoint
immediately a special investigator assigned to the Corcoran
murder.

$10,000 Reward!

The sum of $10,000 will be paid by the
Minneapois Teamsters Joint Council for
the apprehension and conviction of those
responsible for the murder of Patrick J.
Corcoran.

By Executive Order
TEAMSTERS JOINT
COUNCIL

O o T R ooy

Symbol and Beacon

I e

Sign by Kaufman Outdoor Advertising

One of Brother Corcoran’s last acts was to request of a mem-
ber of the Private Chauffeurs’ Union that he photograph the large
neon sign hanging at the corner of the Teamsters Joint Council
headquarters, a symbol of the unity and power of the Council and
a beacon to all workers in the driving crafts.

TEAMSTERS' HOLIDAY

All #rucks off the street between
9 a. m. and noon

To All Members of
The Minneapolis Teaming Crafts

On Thursday morning, the Minneapolis Teamsters Joint
Council decreed that Saturday, Nov. 20, will be a Teamsters’
Holiday. No trucks are to be on the streets between the hours
of 9 a. m. and noon. Bakery and milk drivers will start deliv-
eries at midnight Friday and will be off the streets by 9 Satur-
day morning.

This Holiday is called to permit all members of the Coun-
cil to attend the funeral of Patrick J. Corcoran, secretary-
treasurer of the Teamsters Joint Council, foully murdered
Wednesday night. Members of the Federal Workers Section
and of the Warehouse Union are also to observe the Holiday.
The last services for our martyred brother will be held Satur-
day morning, Nov. 20, at 11 o’clock at the Basilica of St. Mary,
after which the burial will take place at the St. Mary cemetery. |

No member of the Teamsters Joint Council jeopardizes
either his job or his standing in the union by observing this
holiday.

The Teamsters Joint Council appeals to the rest of the
Minneapolis trade union movement to observe this holiday, and
to attend the funeral.

By Executive Order
MINNEAPOLIS TEAMSTERS
JOINT COUNCIL

on the work which has been started
until we win through to the complete
orgamzatlon“of all private chauffeurs,
in” the manner that Pat Corcoran
would have hked to see us do.

Statement of Yellow Cab
Section, Local 544

(Continued ffom front page)
tion the death of Pat Corcoran rep-

resents one of the most dastardly
crimes ever committed against organ-
ized labor in Minneapolis and we will
seriously lend whatever assistance we
can in bringing to justice the per-
petrators of this crime.

STATEMENT OF LAUNDRY
DRIVERS

The membership of Laundry and
Dry Cleaning Drivers Local 131 ex-
presses its great sorrow at the pass-
ing of Pat Corcoran, our friend and
leader in the union movement.

We have been very grateful for
the help he has given us in organi-
zing our Local, and the continual
help and advice which he was always

STATEMENT OF PRIVATE
CHAUFFEURS
It is with the deepest sorrow that
the members and officers of the Pri-
vate Chauffeur’s unit of the Team-
sters Joint Council learned of the

monstrous murder of Pat Corcoran.
The Private Chauffeur’s unit is the
youngest group affiliated with the
Council, and the success we have won
in our brief existence we owe to
Pat, who so unselfishly gave of his
time and efforts to assist us in or-
ganizing and bettering the conditions
of life of our members. We will nev-
er forget it, we will always honor his
memory, we pledge ourselves to carry

eager to give us at anytime we need-
ed it. We wish to extend our deepest
sympathies to his widow. and family
in this hour of great tragedy in their
lives.

STATEMENT OF BAKERY
DRIVERS LOCAL 289
The Bakery, Pie and Yeast Drivers
Union Local ‘No. 289 is more than
glad to have this opportunity to ex-

T.J. C. Meets to
Take Action on
Corcoran's Death

On Thursday morning, November

Plymouth Avenue North. At the
meeting, the following actions were
taken:

1. The Council offers a reward of
Ten Thousand Dollars $10,000) for
the apprehension and conviction of
those responsible for the foul murder
of Patrick J. Corcoran.

2. The Council decreed a Holiday
for all members of the Teamsters
Joint Council, on Saturday, Novem-
ber 20,:to permit members to attend

the funeral of Patrick Corcoran. The .

last services for our martyred brother

-will be held at the Basilica of St.

Mary. No member of the Council
observing this Holiday will jeopardize
either his job or his standing in the
Union by observing the Holiday. .

The Coungil called upon all ‘mem-
bers of the aneapolls Trade Union
Movement to join it in observmg this
Holiday.

3. Tbﬁ Council elected “Miles.
Dunne to serve temporarily as Sec-
retary-Treasurer of the aneapolls
Teamsters Joint Council.

Warehouse, FWS
Unions to Observe

Holiday Saturday -

On Thursday morning the officers

of Warehouse and Inside Workers

Local 20316 appealed to all members

of the union to observe the hohday %

e

18, the Minneapolis Teamsters Joint
Council held a special meeting at 257

and attend the last services for the

martyred leading official
Teamsters Joint Council.
Similar -action was taken by offi-
cials of the Federal Workers Sec-
tion of Local 544. :
Leaders of the Council spoke and

of the

V "ngl_speak over the radio on the mur-

Soni~the Holiday on: Saturg2="~
and the funeral arrangements.
Because of. technical difficulties it
is found impossible to mail out copies
of this special bulletin. Copies of the

{ bulletin are to be distributed by spec-
ial crews of union men on Friday -

afternoon.

For want of space, statements from
many union organizations and union
leaders could not appear in this bul-
letin. These will appear in the regular
edition of the Northwest Organizer
next week. S

Hundreds of grief-stricken . work-
ers appeared hourly at headquarters
of the Teamsters Joint Council on
Thursday and Friday in search of in-
formation, and to volunteer their ser-
vices. Phones buzzed every minute.

'Story of the crime was carried to all

points of the nation by radio and
news service.

Farrell Dobbs “6f_Minneapolis and
Art Hudson of St. Paul, teamsters’
officials, left for Indianapolis, where
the Teamsters International head-
quarters are located, to carry out the
mission upon which Brother Corcoran
was to have accompanied them.

press its undying gratitude to Pat
Corcoran. Through his efforts at Or-
ganizer of the Teamsters Joint Coun-
cil, the transportation workers in the
bakery industry are now solidly or-
ganized into a real militant, progres-
sive Union. Prior to Corcoran’s ap-
pointment as Organizer of the Team-
sters Joint Council Minneapolis bak-
ery drivers were a.small weak, impo-
tent organization. Due to a whirlwind
campaign staged by the Teamsters
Joint Council, under the leadership
of Corcoran, in 1936, every member

engaged in the transportation of bak-.

ery goods is now a member of Local
No. 289. Not only did Corcoran suc-
ceed in organizing the workers in this
industry but owing to his courageous
stand before Minneapolis bakery.em-
ployers our Union was able to secure
a splendid closed shop agreement
with all the bakery owners. We
joined with the rest of the Minneapo-
lis labor movement to mourn the
passing of one of its most active and
progressive leaders.




	nov-19-1937-special-nw-org-1
	nov-19-1937-special-nw-org-2

