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On the
National
Picket Line

Senator Shipstead has been
characterized by Mrs. Alice Roose
velt Longworth in her autobiogra-
phy as an “interesting dinner
guest” whose dry humor adds
much to the social life of Wash
ington.

. " -

Senator Shipstead’s dry humor
has just put more than one mil
lion WPA workers back on the
bread line. Senator Shipstead’s
dry humor has just placed more
than one million souls in dire jeop-
ardy with the awful prospect of
being jobless in the dead of win-
ter.

. o =
Senator Shipstead’'s vote
would have swung the WPA
Deficiency Appropriation to
$875,000,000 instead of the
$750,000,000 which now
seems to be the official fig-
ure. The final vote was 46
to 47. Minnesota's great “lib-
eral” voted with the opposi-
tion.

. 9
Dry Humor.
. - L
Interesting facts brought

out again during the debate
on the bill in the senate about
the differential in wages be-
tween the North and the
South show the influence of
a strong trade union move-
ment in a startling degree.
There was an amendment in-
troduced to fix the rate of
fluxation of wages rates at
not more than twenty-five
per cent. It was defeated.

-~ L -

For unskilled labor the varia-
tion between the South and the
North is from 18¢ in Tennessee to
$1.02 in Illinois; for semi-skilled
labor, from 23¢ in Tennessee
to $1.568 in New York; for skilled
labor from 8lc in several of the
Southern states to $2.26 in New
Jersey; for professional and tech
nical workers from 34c¢ in several
of the Southern states to $8.08 in
Pennsylvania.

A2 - -
The Deep South has always
been a no-man’s-land for the
| labor union. Those organiza-
tions which have tried to gain

a foothold in that area have

been beaten back with hor-

rible viciousness. Labor or-

ganizers have heen killed,

elugged, tarred and feathered,

and generally terrorized.
Union members have been
blacklisted, driven from the
country because they dared
join a union. There has been
some headway in a very mi-
nor way during the past four
years but the tradition is still
strong that the southern em-
ployers will not tolerate any
“outside agitators” mixing in

their business.
- . L

The amendment to regulate the
fluctuation of wage rates was beat-
en down on the issue that the re-
sultant rise in hourly rates for the
Southern states would bring WPA
wage rates up over the prevailing
scale in those areas. This, accord-
ing to Senator Adams, who was in
charge of the bill, would “encour-
age people to get on relief and

not get off.”
L] L *

The passage of this $725,-
000,000 Deficiency Appropri-
ation for WPA means that
more than one million work-
ers will be terminated from
WPA during the next few
months. One senator, in a
half-hearted attempt to ex-
plain his vote said that there
was a clause in the bill which
makes it possible for the pres-
ident to again ask Congress
for another appropriation if
“it is seen that this amouni
will not carry WPA until
June 30.”

e e+
In view of the great humani-
ian character of the legislature
e wonder what fate such a bill
would meet. Also, will Roosevelt
(Continued on phge 4)

Farmers Turn Out

For F-C-L Meetings

In its first two public meetings held outside the metro- |

elections.

CLU Delegatés Return
All Officers to Posts

All officers of the Minneapolis Central Labor Union were
returned to their posts last Wednesday evening in the annual

Dealing Sep

arately

With Omaha Bosses

politan areas of this state, the Farmer-Cooperative-Labor
Council has called forth a sympathetic response from the
farming population that testifies unmistakably to the need
for such an organization and to the correctness of the|
Council’s program. |

Last Wednesday evening in Mora, Minn,, the Council |
sponsored a meeting which, despite a terrific snow storm |

blocking all side roads, attracted¥— - |

about fifty farmers. | . . |
union, the I m‘CltY |

Speakers from the
cooperative, and the farmer move- | °
ments included Gene Larson, | Drlvers
George Bergquist and Gust An-

derson of Minneapolis; lehum"D f Pl
Gydeson of St. Paul; Ed Mnrmn,! ra t an

John Ketola, and Ray Johnson of |
Duluth; John Bosch; Cecil Kruse; |

John Hovalt; Leslie Erickson, and

J. J. Leipzig.

The meeting was held in the
auditorium of the Land o’ Lakes
creamery, with C. Drewianka, a

real dirt farmer, as chairman.
Following a showing of the film,
“A Trip to Cooperative Europe,”
William Gydeson took the floor to
describe the set-up of the Council
Gydeson pointed out that labor
long ago discovered it had to or
ganize in order to get a decent

living, and urged the farmers to |

organize in their economic organi
zations for their own protection
Gydeson, who was the represen
tative of George Lawson (who wa:
appearing before a hearing of the
senate labor committee and thus
could not attend), read Lawson's
greeting on behalf of the Farmer-
Cooperative-Labor Council.
Lawson Voices Support
“The Minnesota State Federa-
tion of Labor, which is a part of
the American Federation of Labor,
is glad to cooperate with any
movement destined ot bring about
a better understanding with the
agricultural section of our state,
. . Any movement that tends to
bring about more knowledge and

a better understanding of the
problems facing the farmer and
the worker lends itself, if not to
the solution of all of them, at

least to recognition that the prob-

lems exist . . . There is no doubt
but what much misunderstanding |
exists on both sides. This fact

should be frankly met and dis
cussed calmly and without villifi-
cation on either side. . .

Urges Cooperation

“Our understanding of the aims
and objects of the Farmer-Cooper
ative-Labor Council is that it is a
purely educational movement with-
out any other implications. To this
plan and objective we lend our
support, with the hope that we
may be of service to our own mem-
bership and to the farmers of our
state. We must each work out our
own destiny in our own way, it is
true, but it is equally true that
when the problems of the indus-
trial worker and the farmer coin-
cide, that there should be a com-
munity of interest and a common
understanding.”

Cecil Kruse for the cooperative
movement, and John Bosch for the
organized farmers, spoke, pointing
out the need for such an organiza-
tion as the Council.

Gene Larson in his talk stressed
the desire of the part of organized

labor to work closely with the
(Continued on page 4)

Attention!

664 Members

By action of the membership,
City and Sanitary Drivers
Union Local 664 voted Janu-
ary 26th to suspend the first
meeting in February. The next
regular meeting of Local 664
will be held February 23rd, at
which a special order of busi-
ness will be discussion on the
proposal to change the meeting
dates. All members are inter-
ested in this proposal and are
urged to attend in order that
the most satisfactory solution
for the coming year may be
reached.

There will be special meet-
ings of the Park Board and
Sanitary sections of Local 664
during the first part of Febru-
ary.

Monday night representatives
|of the Teamsters Joint Councils of
| Minneapolis, St. Paul, and the
Twin Ports of Duluth and Super-
met at the Nicolelt Hotel to
| further plans for the consolidation
{and extension of unionism in the
state driving industry.

The tri-city council reached
agreement on a geographical plan
| which will divide the state into
| three areas, with one of the Team-
[sters Joint Councils responsible
| for organization in each area. |
| A continuation committee was
| chosen to present the plan for rat-
ication to the three Joint Coun-
|cils. Ed Marine of Duluth, Arthur
|Hudson of St. Paul, and Miles
il)unn(‘ of Minneapolis are mem-
|bers of the continuation commit-
| tee.
| This committee will also issue a
call for a statewide meeting of
the executive boards of all drivers’

1or

arms by a good majority.

John B. Boscoe, president, William Sinnott, vice-president,
and Roy Wier, organizer and financial secretary, were unopposed
for office, and their re-election was unanimous.

Jewel Flaherty was re-elected Pecording secretary by a vote
of 182 to 80 over Aaberg, a delegate from the Teachers Union
and a stooge for the Mauseth-Smith gang of union-splitters.

Myrtle Harris was again chosen registry clerk. Danielson
of the Street Car Union, who opposed her, received three votes.
Tom Jordan of the Bricklayers was re-elected sergeant-at-

Scheme to
;Abolish Fire
'Patrol Spiked

tee, bowing to the demand of or-
|ganized labor of Minneapolis,

Detroit Beef
Drivers Stick
With 1.B.T.

Detroit, Mich.—Members of the
Drivers Union Local 271 of Detroit
took to the streets again Monday
to prevent scab drivers from Local
38 of the Brewery Workers Union
from delivering beer.

A truce in the Detroit fight had
been called last week while Frank
Martel, Detroit
and Wayne County Federation of

president of the

Labor, mulled over the case.

In the hearing before Martel, at
which spokesmen from the two
groups presented their cases, J. M.
“Red” O’Laughlin, militant presi-
dent of the Detroit Teamsters
Joint Executive Council, made it

' Tuesday voted unanimously to in-
form the Board of Fire Underwrit
ers that their scheme to abolish

Buzza Union

-

| Boss Committee Breaks Off Negotiations Friday Over
Closed Shop Issue—Area Committee Meeting Pri-
vately With Individual Operators — Brady Si
Standard Road Agreement — Denver Teamios Win
Closed Shop, Strengthens Local 554’s Position—
Omaha Federal Workers Section Organized

Omaha, Neb.—Negotiations between tne union Area
Negotiating Committee and the operators’ committee came
to an abrupt end Friday afternoon when the boss group
broke off relations over the question of the closed shop.

If the Omaha Business Men’s Association thought
that this move would dishearten the strikers, it got the

clear that if Martel's verdict dif-
|fered from the verdict of the re-
|cent American Federation of La-
| bor convention order giving juris-
diction of all beer drivers to the
International Brotherhood of
Teamsters, the teamsters would
disregard the ruling.

lunions in Minnesota, to be held
some time before March 1st.

1 Firm May
Sign With
Taxi Drivers

Saturday morning Martel

back to the Brewery Workers.
| Negotiations between the Taxi | ThL‘T).I 38 Gives Raw Deal .
Drivers Union Local 9568 and Min- ¢ “] '-er"r;‘lrnors fult qu!'tr‘ -
neapolis cab companies continued | - LY - Hre“,”'\ Workers
hikis wask | Union Local 38 had signed a closed
There is a possibility that unv["}mp contract with ~out-of-town
j"f the companies will sign the r"(‘” distributors and then lne("l to
{agreement with Local 968 before |force the Detroit beer drivers into
|the February 16th deadline. |a new union, Local 51, with wages
| . B 161 {under this contract running $20 a

| |week less than under Local 38's
, |
| B > I )n contract
aktry VErs | The beer drivers revolted

|against this raw deal last spring,
| joined the IBT, and they mean to
Meet Feb. llth [stay there — court order or no
BRIERY T |court order, police or no police,
A meeting of representatives no matter what Martel’s “verdict”
from the various Bakery Drivers |is. And the best of the Detroit la
unions of the International Broth- {bor movement, AFL and CIO, is
erhood of Teamsters in the Twin backing them up 100 per cent.
Cities, in lowa, St. Louis, Kansas| The strike, which has threatened
City, and other Middle West cities |[to become statewide as broad sec-
will be held Saturday, February tions of the Michigan driver
11th, in Des Moines, Towa. |movement become increasingly
The meeting will discuss extend- | alert to the dangers inherent in the
ing union organization of bakery }situa(ion. has been marked by the
drivers throughout the rest of the |splendid militancy of the striking
North Central Distriet, drivers.

Unions in Area

de- |
cided the beer drivers should go |

'Repudiates
*Association’

The Buzza employees’ section of
the Warchouse and Inside Work-
ers Union Local 20316 met Tues-
day night and, after a thorough

discussion of the “Employees As-
sociation” being pushed at that
plant, voted unanimously to renu-

diate the “Association” and to call
upon all union members to refrain
from ining or participating in
any activites of the “Association.”

The Buzza workers agreed that
the formation of the “Association”
was a dangerous move which might
very well develop into an anti-
undon foree in a critical period.

BMlectings are now being held be-
tween officials of Local 20316 and
th¢ Buzza management, in an ef-
fort to determine the extent
which the company is responsible
| for initiating the “Employees As-
sociation.”

?Two Bands Play
'For 292 Dance

Dean Nelson’'s Entertainers for
| the swingaroos and Tommy
Thompson and His Boys for old
time dancing—that’s the lineup
| for the coming Electrical Workers'
Ball to be held next Saturday eve-
ning, February 11th, at the East
Side Eagles Hall

There will be two dance floors,
loor prizes, favors, fun for all,
and the admission is only 40c. All

friends of labor are cordially in-|

vited to turn out for a joyous ave-
ning.

Chauffeurs Dance
Set for Feb. 21

One of the most distinguished

to |

the Insurance Patrol and turn its
duties and costs over to the city
would not be accepted. A motion
by Alderman Kauth to this effect,
was unanimously adopted.

The hearing was held in Room
321 of the City Hall, with spokes-
men for organized labor much
evidence and alert against the at-
tempt of the insurance companies
to place the men on the fire insur-
ance patrol on the relief lines, and
relieve themselves of the cost of
a service which is estimated to cost
the companies $40,000 a year.

One lone spokesman for the in-
surance companies,
he came “in an unofficial capa-
city” urged that the scheme of his
bosses be acceded to. ‘“City fire-
men have become well enough edu-
cated now to be able to take care
{of the tasks of fire salvage,” he
declared.

Seek to Saddle City

The insurance companies had
claimed in a brief presented to the
Council Fire Committee that the
costs of the fire patrol could be
“taken over by the city without
any additional expense to the
{eity.” Labor spokesmen and even
members of the Council proved
the fallacy of the contention. One
committee member declared that
the plan of the insurance compan-
ies is part of a national campaign
to ease the rich insurance compan-
ies of their just share of the costs
of government, and referred to the
many tax appeasement bills now
pending in the State legisiature.

Figures were shown that insur-
ance company profits in Minnesota
| average from 45 to 55 per cent of

|premiums paid in, with most of
{

| Robley Cramer, editor of the Min-
| neapolis Labor Review, backed the
| speaker’s figures and urged that
Ithe Committee refuse to bow to

|the dictates of the insurance com- |

panies.
| John Boscoe, president of the

|
who claimed

the money going out of the state. |

surprise of its life.

&
-

‘Model Pact
Signed With
Smith Corp.

What is believed to be a model
union agreement conforming with
the Wages and Hour Bill was
signed this week between General
Drivers Union Local 544 and the
Smith Welding Equipment Corpor-
ation, 2633 Southeast Fourth.
| The pact calls for 44 hours pay
{for 40 hours work, with time and
one-half for overtime, and covers
about 25 employees. The complete
text of the agreement will be run
in the next issue of the Organizer.

Local 544 has completed nego-
|tiations with the Gamble-Skogmo

company for the 1939 contract
and has also reached agreement
with the wholesale drug industry
for a new pact, to start the ball
rolling in fine shape for the new

Guild Strike
Makes Dent
In Hearst

More than 300 advertisers have
pledged to remain out of the
struck Hearst American and Her-
|ald-Examiner newspapers in Chi-
cago, the Hearst Strike Committee
of the Chicago Newspaper Guild
|announced this week. Among these
advertisers are such diverse firms
as Rye-Crisp, Ken-L Ration, Ipana,
White Horse Scotch, National Bis-
|cuit, and Schenley Distillers.

Still holding top rank on the
Unfair List are National Distillers
and Chesterfield cigarettes.

Strikers and sympathizers have
made a big dent in Hearst’s Chi-
| cago circulation, to the tune of

affairs of the winter social season |Central Labor Union, in the name | about 185,000,

the annual Chauffeurs' Dance |of that body, protested the pro- |

On January 29th members of

will be held Tuesday evening, |posed lay offs and seconded Cra- |the Chicago Typographical Union

February 21st, at the Southside
Auditorium.

Tickets are available at the of-
fice of Private Chauffeurs Union
lLocal 912, from executive board
members, or from Brother John-
son at Du. 2366.

{mer’s charges. “Don’t place these
imen on the relief lines,” he de-
| manded.

| A spokesman for the Firefight-
ers Union also urged that the Com-
| mittee vote the proposal down, de
claring that the whole city would

The strike-breaking CIO “In- big oil companies

| of Minneapolis.
ternational Oil Warkers Union,” Filling Station

Attendants

a black name late last summer by |as one calculated to put the lessees
first acting to break a strike of the |right in the middle, in the fight
AFL Filling Station Attendants |between Local 977 and the Mau-
Union Local 977 and later seeking | seth - Jacobsen strike - breaking
an injunction to restrain the local icrow.

the same outfit that earned itself | Union Local 977 branded the move |

big companies.
Lossees Meet Feb. 9th

In order to clarify the situation
to the lessees, Local 977 will hold
an open meeting for all lessees
next Thursday, February 9th, 9
p. m., at 257 Plymouth Avenue
North, at which the problem nf‘

Commissars Prepare Blind Alley for
Mip_p_gapqli_g, Gas Station Lessees

;IH aiding the oil strikers. Last
|week two Tulsa ol strikers came
to Omaha teo speak before the
|Omaha strikers of Drivers Union
| Local 544 and received the friend-
| liest reception.

In Minneapolis, however, the
| commissars who direot the CI0 are

teamsters’ movement from union- |
izing the industry, made a new |

Blind Alley for Lessees
The commissars at the head of

the lessee in the oil industry will |attempting to use the Internation-

move last week calculated to re- [the “Oil Workers Union” have al
open the war against the Team- |ready demonstrated that they are
sters Joint Council. |only able to make deals with the

Last Thursday night in CIO |bosses against both the interests
headquarters, the commissars at |of their own members and of Lo
the head of the 'C.O outfit called a |cal 977. It is a foregone conclu
meeting of gas station lessees and |sion that a CIO-Retail Gasoline
Iproposed that the Retail Gasoline |Dealers Association combination
{ Dealers Association affiliate with lwon’t win the lessees any more
’the CI10. than has the present Association
| The Retail Gasoline Dsalers As- |without the ClO. To move the
| sociation is an organization of les- |lessees into the CIO would still
|sees completely dominated by the |leave the lessees dominated by the

be thoroughly discussed. |

It is worth pointing out that in
all parts of the country save in
Minneapolis the International |
Brotherhood of Teamsters unions
and the CIO's International Oil
Workers Union work in complete |
harmony. In Tulsa, where the Oil
Workers Union is conducting a |
militant struggle against the Mid- |

Continent Petroleum company, the of Teamsters has organized the |
teamios in the area are giving full |filling station attendants in scoves |
support to the oil workers. The |of cities and has made substantial :

Drivers Union Local 523 of Tulsa |

{al Oil Workers Union to challenge
the jurisdiction of Local 977 over
the filling station attendants. No-
where else in the country, except

lin those spots where the Commu-

nist Party has a strangle-hold on
the CIO, does the International
0il Workers Union claim jurisdic-
tion over filling station attendants.

The International Broetherhood

gains for them.

{No. 16 repudiated the attempt of
some of their reactionary officials
to take a hostile position towards
the strike.

be the loser, with the only gainer
being the insurance companies.
Harold Seavey, president of the
Teamsters Joint Council, showed
that to abolish the fire patrol
would be penalizing these men for
their efficiency, which has been
the reason advanced by the insur-
ance companies for the proposed
abolition of the service.

The arrogant labor-hating stand
of the bosses has only stceled the
teamios of General Drivers Union
wocal 554 and aroused further
support for their fight from the
|rest of the Omaha labor move-
| ment.

Friday evening Farrell Dobbs,
| reporting for the Area Negotiat-
ing Committee, presented a full
report on the negotiations. The
members voted unanimously to
stand on their demands and re-
iterated their determination to re-
ject any settlement other than on
a closed shop basis.

Negotiating With Individual

Bosses

|
|
|

With almost no prospect of any-
thing fruitful coming out of fur-
ther negotiations with the OBMA-
directed bosses’ committee, the
union  Negotiating Committee
sought over the week-end to ar-
range private meetings with indi-
vidual operators.

Efforts of the union committee
were successful and the Negotiat-
ing Committee is now negotiating
separately with individual opera-
tors.

Denver Victory Helps

When the trucking bosses of
Denver, Colorado, pulled a lock-
out last week, the teamios of Driv-
ers Union Local 13 couverled il
nto a strike. After a sharp fight
lasting four days, a settlement
wvent through bringing the closrd
shop and wage increases in all
‘lassifications of the 500 city driv-
ers involved. About 30 additional
workers in branch warehouses in
Colorado Springs and Pueblo were
nvolved. Drivers’ unions in vari-
ous cities in the area aided the
Denver teamios in their triumph.

The winning of the closed shop
in Denver knocked the last prop
from under the Omaha Business
Men's Association’s hypocritical
arguments against a closed shop in
Omaha, and was undoubtedly one
of the factors that impelled the
remaining non-union operators to
agree to individual negotiations
with the union,

Brady Signs

The forward march of unionism
iin the area didn't end with the
Ilmmrmm. strike victory in Den-

ver.
! Late Saturday afternoon the
| head of the Brady Motor Freight
Company of Fort Dodge, Iowa,
| met the Area Negotiating Com-
| mittee in Omaha and signed the
standard  over-road agreement.
i Brady was one of the last hold-
| outs in the North Central Area,
| aside from the thirteen operators
' (Contirued on page 4)

the Northwest Organizer.

apolis, and one in Detroit.

project will be realized.

Detroit AFL Proposes
Inter-City Baseball

A proposal from the Detroit Federation of Labor for a
Labor Day baseball game to be played in Detroit, Michigan,
between the city's AFL championship nine and the AFL cham-

pion baseball team in Minneapolis, was received this week by

The writer, Morris Berger, athletic director for the Drivers
Union Looal 299 of Detroit, further suggested that a plan might
be worked out for a home-and-home affair—one game in Minne-

Detroit suggests that such contests would help create a
better understanding and better fellowship among unionists.
The proposal for an inter-city championship game has been
turned over to Jack Herman, manager of Local 544’s baseball
team, and there is every reason to

hope that this splendid

5
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Text of New Pact
For Gas Stationmen

> .

Following is the text of the new working agreement | time ¢ y n the
approved by Filling Station Attendants Union Local
to be enforced from February 1st, 1939, to April 30,
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DODGE-PLYMOUTH used to. R s i, The Japan boys have turned out 7 N
Dodge Trucks 1231 Washington Ave. N. G. B l“l"“‘k’m;. at ‘fh(‘ I,o:n:'ﬂ' to be a dandy bunch of fellows.4 | |
2223 CENTRAL AVE. N. E. has been laid up for a few weeks.

YELLOW TAXI

Granville 2408

Co.

Main 7171 -

$12.25 — COKE

FROM W. VIRGINIA COAL

VERA YOUNG

BATH AND MASSAGE
LADIES ONLY
Introductory Treatment One

Dollar - Six Treatments Ten
Dollars

1025 Nicollet Ave., Room 203
BR. 2900

STOVE SIZE

Containing Small 9% of Pea
3x1;

Satisfaction or Money Back

Co-op Coal Association
GR. 4394 739 Johnson St. N.E.

Peterson Funeral

Home
1838 Central Ave. N. E.
Clifford Peterson GR. 5166

HENNEPIN CLEANING
& DYEING CO., Inc.
First Class Work Onl,

Good Service - Fair
N. PETERSON “C
2“0 CENTRAL AVENUE
Phone Granville 43134314

ICE COAL

Cedar Lake Ice &
Fuel Company
Henn. & Oak Grove MA. 8201
100% UNION CONCERN

COAL ICE

Consolidated
Delivery Service, inc.
Established 1914

Package Delivery - Special
Delivery - Messenger Service

81 S. 13th St. Main 8331

PROTECTION
For Your Papers and Valuables
New $35 Wall Safes $14.95
We Yo hange
Nev and Used Office Furniture
Jacobson Fixture Exchange,

Incorporated
Il.&lﬂu: o MA. 3323

MOLER BARBER
COLLEGE
K. W. Krausmanz
215 NICOLLET AVE. AT. 8364

Jos. W. Du Four
Coal & OQil Co.

100% Union Concern

COAL - COKE - WOOD
FUEL OIL

DUpont 9331

COAL IS 50c LESS
FOR' CASH

2919 Hiawatha Ave.

MINNEHAHA
GREENHOUSE

40TH AVE. 8.
Setters and Truck
) DRenei 4402 DRexel 0874

W
up

Il get back when business picks

- -

If you have any news items,

send them into the office by Mon-
day of each week.

I hope that I-S\uﬂll never be such
a coward as to mistake oppression
for peace.—~KOSSUTH.

BUY UNION LABEL GOODS

®. £. Larson
Gl‘--vﬂh 0;.]

2301 CENTRAL AVENUE
Minneapolis, Mina

Wolk Transfer

Co., Inc. :

Commercial Hauling and
anin& ‘
6TH AVE. N.
Al 2610 Main '

s —

GILL -BROTHERS
Funeral Chapel

|
_l

GEO. O. HART

GROCER
1848-1850 Central Avenue
GR. JMIV

Pickwick Tavern
Corner Broadway
and 2nd St. North

|

Clo&l-:!.

IM Unbn Her dise

Broadway at l'-II‘l"
T“l

Independentl

We're glad to see Don Gustafson
and Howell taking such an interest
in their offices. Keep up the good

work, fellows
.

We see the mustache club at the

Twin City is still going strong.
These written laws are like spi
der webs; the small and feeble

may be caught and entangled in
them, but the rich and mighty
force through and despise them
~—~ANARCHARSIS.

NORTH
™I uu "\, LIS

254 WEST mAWAV
Near Third Street S.m 90,

fHEN PARKING LOT "~

Equipped for Efficiency
i Organized for Speed

Argus Publishing
pany
Printers - Publishers
Stationers
Emmett L. Duemke, Pres
Union Printass for 40 Years
| 2338 Central Ave,
GR. 3831

y to Prevent Split!

! top in at the office and inspect

the new safe you bought. It is a
darb—your records and valuables
will be intact in the future. It

weighs over a ton and a half and
is 50 heavy that they had to rein-
force the floor in the office. We
should have had this protection a
long time

ago.
L . .
Northland employees are some-
what behind the times. Next

Thursday evening they will have a
Christmas Party in the Radisson

Hotel Flame Room. It is to be
gome party, a banquet and a
dance. We wish you could come
too.
. L L
Late Christmas presents are the
vogue,

Brother Dahl, Number 22
r received a 9 pound
after a long wait.

. . .

Ohl
vy boy

Harry Carlson was heard over
WTCN in the overtime period
from the Arena and what a swell
job he did.

.

We extend Jots of sympathy to
our lonesome brothers at the Jer-
Ice Cream Company. Cheer
up, when Joe Hayes returns from
Florida, he will have a nice “coat
of tan.”

. .
There ought to be a little bet-
on the Franklin, Clover Leaf
ling matech. We will put a
on the Franklin team.

pint

We would appreciate it so very
much if you stewards would send
us some news. Better do it soon,
or we will have to call on you in-
dividually. Steve Matula has to
set a good example for his big
brother nowadays. Claude Brink's

ithey did
|Falls, It takes a lot of “night

family is increasing steadily. The

| latest addition is Art Majestic.
-

- .

The P-C-L Couneil is up on its
toes and going strong. Last Wed-
nesday eveming they held a rous-
ing meeting at Mora and set up a

| permanent committee of three who

will function there. Friday night
likewise at Redwood

work” and Gene Larson didn't get
back until three in the morning.
He ought to favor us with a talk
| by John Bosch at one of our regu-
lar meetings. John built the Farm
Holiday organization, fed the '34
striking truck drivers and now is
out for the Farmer-Cooperative-
Labor Council.

Democracy will never be fin-
ished. As conditions change, the
methods and processes of demoe-
racy should change too. All our
increase in science, education,
wealth, communication, and expe-
rience should be applied to improv-
ing the methods of government for
the well being of the whale peo-
ple.—~ARTHUR MORGAN.,

Mercury was the god of traders
and of thieves. This is a case of
using two words where one would
do~—ARTHUR HOPKINS.

What Club, John?
Schmidt’s

City Club, always, Mary.
It's one case you can enjoy working on.
Is there some in the house for tonight?

(EWRhurst 4820)

*A Case of Good Judgment”

EVERYBODY BUYS AT

HASKELL'S

Liquors - Wines
THERE’S A REASON!’

39 S. 7th St.

(Next to Radhson)

Free Delivery AT, 2434

BULK SUPIEME QUALITY
GAS—Grade fi
Always l..nu
“BRING IN THIS COUPON"
#77 MEN TO SERVE YOU

Bulk Oil Co., Inc.
watha

i

-

prrasg il

oY
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When I ply my needle, trowel or pick
I'm a decent Shc-c-ney. Wop or Mick,
But when I strike I'm a Bolshevik

I'm Labor.

!

The FLP Convention—
A Study in Futility

The 1939 state convention of the Farmer-Labor Asso-
ciation has come and gone, and a person would only be
telling the truth if he said that little was accomplished
in St. Paul. Where is the militant program to answer the
needs of the workers and farmers, the youth and the aged
of Minnesota? Where is the emphasis on bold, independ-
ent workers’ political action? Where are the principles
to differentiate the Farmer-Labor movement from the
New Deal?

They jest ain’t!

Three-fourths of the convention’s time was taken up
in a bewildered and futile endeavor to find a way to
shake off the Communist Party’s reactionary grip on the
FLP, and if we give some space to this, it is only because
the convention gave so much time to it.

All thought of hammering out a program for the
dispossessed masses of Minnesota was forgotten in the
unprincipled struggle for power in the party.

The fight of the rural delegates against the Smith-
Seestrom-Soltis machine was sincere but futile. The rural
representatives did not know how to fight. They placed
faith in people whose program for the FLP is the same
as that of the Communist Party; and theiv attitude to-
wards trade unions was hostile because they simply don’t
know that the trade union movement of this state is quite
different than the Workers Alliance organizations that
brought them so much grief at home.

The fight of the top politicians against the Hilliard
Smiths was largely an opportunist struggle for power.
The programs of the two groups differed in no important
essential. Both were pro-war, both were anti-labor.

“The program of the FLP is OK. Stassen won on it.
But we want to control the FLP, and not you.” This is
the level at which the fight was conducted for control of
the party.

Needs of Masses Ignored

Meanwhile the actual needs of Minnesota's masses
in a very cold and hard world outside the St. Paul audi-
torium were practically ignored.

There was only the one way in which the sincere
FLP’ers could have separated the wheat in the party from
the chaff. That was through the adoption of a progres-
sive anti-war, anti-New Deal, pro-labor political program
which the reactionaries, both of the Communist Party
brand and the Lommen brand, couldn’t support. A pro-
gram like that would shake out every union-wrecking,
power-grasping commissar, every reactionary skate.

Instead of this, the convention passed a motion to
oust members of the Communist Party. Fifty-seven dele-
gates were selected from among the commissars, and
questioned. Fourteen of these were refused a seat. All
denied membership in the Communist Party. The four-
teen were largely unimportant stooges. Even these four-
teen, two minutes after their expulsion, were back in the
convention, seated and voting as usual! Communists in
important posts in the FLP remain untouched.

The irony of the situation was heightened by the
announcement Monday of the standing committee set up
by the state central committee to enforce the expulsion
amendment: the members are Harold Peterson, and
Orville Olson and Selma Seestrom. Does one expect police-
men to police themselves?

The joke was completed Tuesday night when the
Hennepin County Central Committee returned a full slate
of Stalinists and their stooges to office.

Attempts at unprincipled expulsions are invariably
reactionary and end by being nothing more than futile
political gestures.

The only result of the convention time spent on the
Communist Party questior. was an unsuccessful attempt
to “get out from under” an adverse public opinion, with-
out changing the watered-down political program which
is the basic cause of this adverse opinion.

The politicians were mainly concerned with the
thought ‘How can we dress our windows so we look
nicer?” rather than in terms of ‘How can we get set to
DO something for the workers and farmers—how can
we adopt a really progressive program that will keep
out the Republicans, the Democrats and their Communist
Parly boosters, how can we make the turn toward a na-
tional labor party?”

An index of the blindness of the politicians is found
in the fact that those who brought the FLP to its present
“dead end” are still speaking and writing proudly about
the fact that Governor Stassen and Burnquist campaigned
and won on a platform “as liberal as ours.”

Retreat Still Further

The tendency to retreat still further prevailed in St.
Paul to such an extent that even the traditional formu-
lation “independent political action” was taken out of
the constitution!

A resolution condemning the renegate Shipstead was
even carefully lost in the shuffle. Instead, that “Farmer-
Labor” senator who last week sold a million unemployed
down the river by voting for the WPA cut was given a
cautious slap on the wrist.

The traditional Farmer-Labor opposition to war was
set aside in favor of a meaningless resolution which adds
up to a position more conservative than some Democratic
and Republican platforms in other parts of the country.

Thus did the political graspers haggle for the rem-
nants of their vanishing power—while Rome burns, while
the workers, farmers, the youth and aged, the unem-
ployed grope in vain for a program that can inspire them.

Ray of Hope

Yet in the whole black picture of the convention,
there is one small ray of hope. The convention DID go
on record in favor of proportional representation. It
adopted by a vote of 836 to 108 an amendment which
eliminates ‘“‘paper” organizations — Workers Alliance
fakes, literary societies, etc.

This amendment opens the door for more direct

i Rl s

Who'll Defend OUR Democracy?

544 Members:
Eyes Open!

All members of General
Drivers Union Local 544 work-
ing on platforms are instructed
to check all drivers. If a driver
doesn't wear a 544 button, ask
him why. If any driver should
be wearing a fink “Number
One"” button, call the hall im-
mediately.

Monday at Booth's fishery, a
“Number One"” driver was
caught unloading tubs.

When he was asked for his
union identification, he replied
“Why | belong to the Associa-
Independent Union Local
The fellow seemed to hon-
estly believe he was part of the
organized labor movement.

Today he is a member of Lo-
cal 544,

Let every member of Local
544 become an organizer. See
that every eligible driver wears
a Local 544 button.

Step With 544

Micky Dunne

l(eepingy

1
|were examined next morning, it
found that three Bakery
| Drivers had gone to the meeting,
| signed the register and sat through

Last week’s CLU election
proved that the delegates want

program and action—not hot air.
- - -

was

Notice Mr. Mallon! [the session. Names furnished on
Omaha truck strikers cut request.
and prepared enough wood in * . .
the vicinity to furnish almost Wholesale Drug agree-
all strikers with fuel. ments are ready for signing.
- - - - - -

Watch that Federal Youth Sec-
tion basketball team go to town.

- - -

Do not miss the Bakery Drivers
Dance this Saturday night. It's
going to be in our own hall.

.

. - Printed editions of the new
544 by-laws will soon be in

the hands of members.
- - -

Filling Station Attendants and
Helpers continue to forge steadily
ahead

The three-council state set-
up of the drivers is ready to
do business. A state-wide
conference will be called in

the middle of February.
* * . [

It Happened One Night
Last week Bakery Drivers and
Laundry Drivers unions met the
same night in different halls. strengthened the Omaha sit-
The Laundry Drivers have | wation.
non-attendance fine and members |
present at meetings must sign the |
attendance roster, | liquidated.
When the attendance Ition, w 1 take it

we il luke it

A closed

for all Denver truckers

shop agreement

has

a

- . -

We hear that we are going to be

If that means a vaca-

ﬁ—tgry in
Denver Aids
Omaha Iiocal

(Continued lrm: page 1)

in Omaha who have yet to sign up.

According to the Des Moines
Yederationist, “In case Brady
would not have consented to begin
negotiations, drivers’ unions in
eight midwest cities were ready to
shut down the operations of the
company. These cities are Des
Moines, Fort Dodge, Clinton, Du-

arguments of the Omaha Business
Men’s Association aga.nst granting
the closed shop.

The bosses are trying to pull
that line about “being unwilling
to sell out our employes to the

union.”

In view of the fact that over 90
per cent of the drivers in Omaha
are already very much in General
Drivers Union Local 554, this
pious hypocrisy of the bosses has
really stirred the ranks of labor
locally, and it is expected that aid
for the drivers will be redoubled.
Unemployed Organize
climax a week of steady
achievement, the WPA and relief

To

buque, 'Waterloo, Mason City, g
Kansas City and Chicago The workers met January 26th in Lo
Area Co;nr;liu(‘e in case of a]cal 5564’s hall and voted to form a
4 " £ E

Federal Workers Section of Gen-
eral Drivers Union Local 554, pat-
terned after the famous Minne-
apolis FWS.

At a meeting this coming Sun-
day the new organization will elect
permanent officers and get down
to the necessary task of improv-
ing the abominable relief condi-
tions in Nebraska, “White Spot of

strike, would have appealed to
the drivers’ unions in Boston and
New York to shut down the opera-
tions of the Brady company in
those cities.”

Brady is one of the largest op-
erators in the country, running
about 300 pieces of equipment be-
tween Boston and California.

Monday night of this week, | the Nation.”
Mace Brown, president of the IR NS LI
Omaha Central Labor Union, We do not commonly find the

again spoke over Station KOIL in
behalf of Local 554. Brown did
a good job of exposing the fake

men of superior sense amongst
those of the highest fortunec.—
JUVENAL.

action by trade unions, the only force that can rescue
the FarmerLabor movement from the grave so indus-
triously prepared for it last week.

Only the trade unions can reform the Farmer-Labor
movement into the political movement of the future—a
movement for real independent-labor political action, with
its policies and leadership shaped by the unions.

Again we say: “The labor party movement in Min-
nesota, when it comes back, will come back as part of a
national labor party, a party with a democratic regime,
a party based on the trade unions, a party that has broken
cleanly with both old parties, a party that will have the
sort of bold answers to the needs of the masses that will
win and hold the support of the workers, the farmers,
the youth, the middle classes.”

If the present trend of the Farmer-Labor Party has
completely failed to meet the pressing needs of the work-
ers and farmers, there is some consolation that at least
on the strictly economic plane, through the Farmer.
Cooperative-Labor Council, there are hopeful signs that
the producers of city and countryside can get together
and advance the common aims of both workers and farm-
ers the common enemy.

.

fFCL Meetings
‘Win Support

From Farmers

(Continued from page 1)

farmers of the state. He empha-
ized the non-political nature of
the Council, and urged the setting
up of a local committee which
would gather information on local
conditions falling within the Coun-
il’s sphere and keep Council offi-
cials informed of developments.

Farmers Praise Program

Following the speaking pro-
gram, the meeting was thrown
open for discussion and several
farmers took the floor to voice
their appreciation of labor’s atti-
tude. One farmer said he “had
been waiting for years for just
such an organization with just
such a program.” Another farmer
told of how he had walked three
miles to attend the meeting, and
felt he had been more than repaid.

C. Drewianka, Mrs. Bror Noren
and John Nelson, agreed to be
members of the local sub-commit-
tee to work with Council leaders.

Redwood Falls Meeting

Two nights later the Council
held a meeting in Redwood Falls
which drew about 60 farmers, de-
spite the fact that the reactionary
Farm Bureau had tried to sabotage
the meeting by calling its own
meeting the same night.

Gene Larson, J. J. Leipzig, Cecil
Cruse, and John Bosch spoke. Lar-
gson urged the farmers to organize
into economic organization and
work in cooperation with labor to-
wards the solution of common
problems. The talks were well re-
cieved and unquestionably laid the
groundwork for future larger
Council meetings in that section
of the state.

This Thursday evening, Febru-
ary 2nd, the Council will hold a
third open mass meeting in Red
Wing.

Youth Rally
Vs. NYA War
Plans, Cut

A special meeting of the Youth
Section of the Federal Workers
Section, Local 544, has been called
for Monday, February 13th, 8 p.
m. at the Drivers’ Hall. The meet-
ing will discuss and take action on
the recent ruling of the National
Youth Administration stating that
until further notice from Wash-
ington, no replacements, reassign-
ments or new assignments are to
be made on the NYA.

The order, if permitted to be
carried out, means the cutting
of the NYA to a skeleton. Imme-
diately, it means that none of the
30,000 unemployed youth in Min-
neapolis today have any chance of
being placed on the NYA.

Sacrifice to Mars

Accordihg to the regional office
of the NYA, the reason for the
order is a lack of funds. This
alibi might be credible were it not
for the fact that at the same time
cuts are taking place on the civil
projects of the NYA, $9,000,000
has been set aside for the training

Local 289
Dance a
Real Bargain

This Saturday evening, Febru-
ary 4th, the Bakery Drivers Union
Local 289 is putting on a dance
which will probably break all at-
tendance records this winter. For
only fifty cents, a couple can dance
from nine to one, and enjoy a
luncheon and some unusual enter-
tainment that has been arranged
by the dance committee.

The 289 Jamboree will be held
on the home grounds, in the audi-
torium at 2567 Plymouth Avenue
North, and you are all cordially
invited.

On
WPA
Projects

By Vie W. Nicholas

The 408's are still coming in
and being handled in the best pos-
sible way to get results. The Fed-
eral Workers Section of Local 544
does not sanction nor tolerate pu
licity stunts. Each of the executive
board members has his job and is
expected to carry it out in a busi
ness-like manner. The report on
403’s given at last week’s steward
meeting was encouraging and
showed the sound sense of our
methods. Seven members who had
been 403’ed were re-assigned and
many more were to receive recon-
sideration. While other so-called
unemployed organizations are
planning ways to make their or-
ganizations ridiculous, we carry
on as usual.

The veterans have at last started
an unemployed organization of
their own with the support of the
FWS and as they grow will find
that conditions now existing in the
vets relief set-up will change as
they show their strength. All vet-
erans are asked to give their sup-
port to this worthy cause.

- - -

Senator Henrik Shipstead just
voted about 11,000 Minnesota men
and women out of enough to eat.
The Senator will still eat of
course, but the workers are going
to use their votes to see that he
buys his own meals after 1940
when his present term expires.
Shipstead was elected on a Farm-
er-Labor ticket. Now if he can find
time from his many dinner en-
gagements he might look those
words up in the dictionary. He
will be surprised to learn that
they have little connection with
Wall Street or Associated Indus-
tries.

Gassing With
77

By Jon Conder
Save your copy of the Organ-
izer this week, it contains a copy
of the new Working Agreement
under whi¢ch you will be working
during the coming year.
- . -

Hobby Item-—John Gustafson,
attendant at the Standard Station,
26th and Chicago Ave., plays
hockey with the Village Cafe team.

- L »

Cleo Hinrich, who lives at 3028
Cedar Ave.,, has been ill at his
home for several weeks, and is
still unable to be on duty at the
27th and Central Ave. Texaco sta-
tion.

NYA! In other words, the original
NYA purpose of providing jobs for
unemployed youth is being sacri-
ficed to the military idea of train-
ing war pilots and mechanics with
NYA funds.

Definite action will be taken at
the meeting to prevent the cut
from going through. Admission is
free and all NYA workers and un-
employed youth are urged to at-
tend.

of 20,000 reserve air pilots by the

© b A L A B W 8
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260000000000000000000009
On the
National
Picket
Line

(Continued from page 1)
feel that there is need, no matter
what the suffering, after he gets
his multi-billion dollar appropria-

tion for armaments?

After all, the powers that
be know that when the war
is declared the unemployed
will make good cannon fod-
der. They can go gaily off to
their deaths, singing patriotic
songs, to make the world
“safe for democracy” again.
Their blood can be spilled on
sterile fields to fertilize it
and make it produce more
wheat to be plowed under, or
corn to feed to more pigs to
be killed off and buried.

8. BT W
The Armament Progras is sup-
posed to reabsorb a large part of
the army of the unemployed into
industry. However, most of the
men now unemployed have either
lost the most part of their skill
through long years of no practice,
or they are Youth who have never
had a chance to learn a trade.
. - L
These will be the men mo-
bilized into the army. The
skilled workers, the mechan-
ics, the drill press operators,
the electricians will be mobil-
ized into the industrial army

for the manufacture and
transportation of war sup-
plies.

- . .

Last Sunday’s Tribune reported
that two Minneapolis employers
went to Washington last week to
see to it that this city
slighted in the granting of war
contracts. The report to the
Chamber of Commerce stressed
the fact that these employers who
are anxious to get contracts here

was not

the employze as for the employ-
er.”
.

- .

There are sixty-four Min-
neapolis  industries  which
bhave been certified by the
War Department to receive
contracts for munitions. In-
cidentally, some time ago the
War Department issued nine-
teen million dollars worth of
sample contracts to ten thou-
sand factories throughout the
country. They did this, ac-
cording to the New York
Times, in order to allow the
factory owners to buy the
necessary machinery amd to
train their personnel for the
mln\lflckur. 0‘ armaments.

- . -
Chamberlain has already organ-
ized the mobilization of an “Army
in Overalls” in England.
- . L

In Germany and Italy in-
dustry has been mobilized on
a wartime scale for several

years.

When the explosion comes the
United States will be in it. Our
Sixty Families have too much at
stake for us to stay out,

- - L

We say again—ALL ARMA-
MENT FUNDS TO THE UNEM-
PLOYED! NOT ONE CENT FOR
THE MILITARIZATION OF THE
AMERICAN YOUTH!

544 Youth ' .
Lead League
Basketball

The 544 Youth basketball team
ran its victory string to three last
Wednesday night, by whipping the
Packard Flyers, 43 to 22. The
heavier Flyers quint played a
rough game in the hopes of wear-
ing down the 544 boys, but to no
avail.

The league leaders, 544 and the
19th Avenue Merchants, will fight
it out this Wednesday night, Feb-
ruary lst, in the North High gym.
Fach team has won three games

are just as much “concerned” for

and lost none.

UNION MEETING SCHEDULE

LOCAL 47
The Milk Wagon Drivers and
Dairy Employees Union Local
471 meets the first and third
Tuesdays of each month at 7 p.
m.

LOCAL 131
Second Thursday each month,
8 p. m., third-floor.

LOCAL 259
Second Monday of each month.

LOCAL 664
The City and Sanitary Driv-
ers will meet the second and

fourth Thursday of each
month. Park Board Grie-
vance Commiitee — Monday
night preceding the last

meeting of the month.

LOCAL 1086
The Retail Clerks Local 1086
will meet on the first and
third Tuesdays of each
month.

PETROLEUM DRIVERS
Reﬁullr Membership Meeting—
irst Wednesday each month.

LOCAL 977
General Membership — Second
Monday each month, 9 p. m.
Grievance and Seniority Boards
~—Second and fourth Mon-

days, 8 p. m.
Stewards—Fourth Monday, 9
p. m.

FEDERAL WORKERS
Regular Membership Meeting—
Second Frida yeach month.
Stewards’ Meeting — Every
Wednesday, 8 p. m.

LOCAL 289
Retail Drivers—First Thursday.
Wholesale Drivers — Second
Thursday.
Yeast Drivers—Third Tuesday.
Cake and Pie—Third Thursday.
General Membership — Fourth
Thursday.

LOCAL 346
Regular Membership Meeting
2nd Monday each month, 8:30
p. m. 4th Monday each month,
1:30 p. m.

LOCAL 103
Regular Membership Meeting—
2nd Tuesdays.
Executive Committee Meeting
—On ecall.

PRIVATE CHAUFFEURS

The Private Chauffeurs and
Helpers Local 912 meets the
first and third Tuesdays of each
month.

LOCAL 221
D-‘{ Laborer Section — First
uesday each month.
Independent Truck Owners Sec-
tion—Second Tuesday each
month.

LOCAL 20316
Stewards - First and third
B.':ul.rrt.h embership Meeting—
Executive Tgoud"
every Monday,

LOCAL 160
General Membership—First and
third Thursday.
Seniority Board—Every

day.

Ex;cutive Board—Every Tues-
ay.

Stewards — Wednesdays

3 pre-
ceding first and third Thurs-
days.

LOCAL 1859
Casket Industry—Feb. 14.
J. R. Clark Section—Feb. 15
Puffer-Hubbard Section — Feb,
16

American Excelsior—Feb. 21

Twin City Stewards—Feb. 13
and 27

l;ri’c:lvanrn Roard-—Feb. 13 and

Executive Board, Local 1859
Every Friday night, 8 p. m.

General Membership—March 1

ercuti‘\;c Board, Local 20481
~Feb. 6

General Membership—March 1

LOCAL 958
Night Drivers — 1:00 p. m.
third Thursday each month.
Da{ Drivers—7:00 p. m.,
hursday each month.

LOCAL 544

Wednesday, February 1-—Saus-
age; Petroleum

Thursday, February 2--Green-
house; Independent Truck
Owners.

Friday, February 3—Job Stew-
ards

Monday, February 6-—Package
Delivery; Department Store

Wednesday, February 8—Mar-
ket; Wholesale Liquor

Friday, Pebrua 10—Whole-
sale (;rocery;rxient Drivers

Monday, February 13—General
Membership

Wednesday, February 15 —
Building Material.

Thursday, February 16—Tent

Awning; Printing; News-

paper, 10 A. M.

Friday, February 17 — Job
Stew:
Sunday, February 19-—Over-

the-road, 10 A. M.

Monday, February 20—Furni-
ture Stores; Coal

Thursday, February 23—Trans-
fer & Wu-ehoun: Wholesale

Drug.

Tuesday, February 28-—-Sand
and Gravel,

Friday, February 24—Col Stor-
age

Mond:y. February 27—Spring
aler
Seniority Committee meets each
gu . at 7 P. M. in Hall
0.

Grievance Committee meets




