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| Unions

On the
National
Picket Line

Seseccy

All eyes are concentrated on
Washington, D. C., this week as
the joint committees of the AFL
and the CIO meet to attempt to
bring peace to the labor move-
ment. Daniel Tobin, president of
the powerful International Broth-
erhood of Teamsters, is back ov
the committee, as its chairman.

L] . .

Secretary of Labor Perkins
announced Monday that since
the beginning of the meetings
1,500,000 messages express-
ing hopes for the recencilia-
tion of the two warring labor
factions have been received
by the Department of Labor.
There is no doubt that the
great mass of American labor
is eager for peace.

. . L

When the meetings started John
L. Lewis presented a proposal for
the amalgamation of not only the
ATFL and the CIO but also of the
four great railroad brotherhoods
in a united federation to be known
as the American Congress of La-
bor. The plan called for the el‘m-
ination of both John L. Lewis and
William Green from the executive
council of the proposed set-up.
William Green would have been
retired at full pay for the rest of
his life.

- - .

William Green turned
thumbs down on this plan.
It would have forever shut
him out of active participa-
tion in the multitudinous af-
fairs of the movement and
would have left Lewis still
safely ensconsed in the seat
of power. Lewis still controls
the United Mine Workers.
Green, who also rose from
the ranks of the miners, was
expelled from the UMW after
his expulsion of the CIO affil-
iates late in 1936. He was
given a card in the musicians’
union but holds no official

position.
L - L

William Green and John L.
Lewis were once bosom friends,
but since they began their bitter
fight over the issue of industrial
unionism, they have become dead-
ly enemies. Each has opposed the
other with deadly earnestness.
During the past two years this
bitter personal feud between the
leaders of the two factions has
been one of the factors keeping
the union movement divided.

- L -

It has been neither the will
nor the desire of the great
majority of the organized la-
bor movement, both AFL and
CIO, to continue the fight.
In many cities joint councils
composed of the two groups
have been formed to promote
unity on a local scale. In
many strike situations the
AFL has come to the aid of
the CIO affiliates and vice-
versa. The Houston, Texas,
Warehouse Workers, (AFL)
were assisted financially and
with pickets by the CIO, In
Akron, the AFL unions came
to the assistance of the CIO
Rubber Workers in the Good-
year strike of 1938, In Oma-
ha, during the 22-week strike
of the truck drivers, the CIO

supported the strike.
- . -

In Washington and in Califor-
nia the two factions are united to
defeat the “Initiative Measure”
designed to put the curb and bit
on labor. In Oregon where inter-
union fighting is still bitter, there
was voted into existence a “labor”
bill so reactionary that, if it is en-
forced, it will endanger the very
life of the labor movement in that

state.
(Continued on page 4)

State Drivers

Zander, Dunne Report
On Protest to Capitol

One of the best-attended meetings ever held by the
Independent Truck Owners Section of Local 544 took place
last Saturday morning as hundreds of local truck owners
gathered at the drivers’ hall to hear the report of Miles
Dunne and Curt Zander who had returned from Wash-
ington where they journeyed with other representatives
of the state drivers’ movement to protest against the WPA
threat to institute the competitived

i.’;:ll”_::\-;\t'-xyx of hiring trucks in thi Pulp Workers
Convention

In St. Paul

Over 130 delegates from the
United States, Newfoundland and
E('muuiu, gathered in the St. Paul
| Hotel on Tuesday morning to open
[the 18th bi-annual convention of

On Monday night the executive
boards of Minneapolis Driver
Union Local 544, St. Paul Drivers
Union Local 120 and the St. Paul
Independent Truckers Union Local
62 met and voted to call a state
wide meeting of the officers of all
drivers’ unions in Minnesota, to be
held this Wednesday night, March
156th, at 267 Plymouth Avenue
North, Minneapolis.

Will Discuss Statewide Action

The immediate response to the
conference call indicated that the
Wednesday meeting would be fully
as successful as the state drivers’
conclave held February 26th. At
Wednesday’'s meeting a plan for
a unified statewide struggle
against the boss-inspired WPA or-
der will be submitted fer ratifica-
tion.

At the meeting of Minneapolis

Sulphite and Papermill Workers.

Elmer Meinz, head of the St
Paul Pulp and Sulphite Workers
Union Local 264, delivered the
welcoming address to the dele-
gates, who represented the 40,000
organized workers of the industry

George W. Lawson of the Min-

addressed the convention on la

al' o
C

the International Union of Pulp, |

nesota State Federation of Labor | e
bor | the one-week strike of Building

fLocai 289—
Stands Pat
'On Demands

|
|
f The Wholesale Bread Section of
Bakery Drivers Union Local 289
met last Thursday and voted unan-
|mmu.-1y to reject the proposal of
the employers that last year’s
agreement be carried over un
changed. The Section agreed to
stand pat on its original demands:
$32.50 weekly plus seven per cent
|of all income oyer $275, and two
| weeks vacation with pay. Last
| year drivers received $32.50 week-
|ly with only five percent of the
|take over $2 and only one
| week’s paid vacation.
| The wholesale cake houses are
jdemanding that Local 289 accept a
| reduction in the weekly guarantee.
| Last week the Wholesale Cake Sec-
|tion voted unanimously to reject
the proposal

)

| Opeféitors
‘Make Gains

In Strike

The complete terms upon which

| Service Employes Union Local 26

‘trul'k owners held last Saturday,
it was voted unanimously to in-
| tensify the fight on the WPA or-
|dt‘r that threatens to throw hun
|dreds of truck drivers on the
breadline

Following out the
union, it was decided to continue
to submit bids to the WPA., The

tactic of the |

: | was settled last Wednesday are as
international |

|
: John P. Burke, | follows:

J president, in a stimulating speech | Two weeks vacation with pay, in
| trac i the h..mry.nml progress "f;;;l;xx~<- of the one week previously
[ the organization since the start of | enjoyed;

| the century. Time and one-half for overtime,

On Tuesday afternoon Henry |instead of time and one-third;

Rutz, chairman of the Hdurutimml; All strikers returned to jobs

| Committee of the Wisconsin State | without discrimination:

independent |
bate, agreed that a rate of $1.85place of Henry Ohl, Federation
hourly for trucks of three cubic|president, unable to attend be-

drivers, after a de-|Federation of Labor (speaking in|

yards capacity was commensurate
with the union scale.
Few Willing to Fink
The measure of control which
the ITO Section has obtained over
the industry was indicated when

let on Monday. Only 41 finks could

rate agreed upon by the union. In
addition to this group of finks, six
companies with about 50 trucks
also bid below the union scale.
The ITO was equally successful
in reaching agreement on a fair
rate for two-ton trucks on March
6th, when the bids for equipment

of this capacity were let. Of 505
bids cast, there were only 108
finks.

WPA Opposition Grows

Actually, over twenty per cent
of those who bid under the union
scale have since discovered the im-
possibility of attempting to oper-
ate at such a low rate and have
quit their jobs and taken their
stand with the majority of the
drivers, embraced by the Indepen-
dent Truck Owners Section. The
actual experience of trying to run
their equipment below the rate set
by the union has convinced these
drivers that it just couldn’'t be
done, and that the only intelligent
answer to Colonel Harrirgton's ar-
bitrary order is to stand together
with the organized drivers and re-
sist.

A ion!
ttention.

al .
Coal Drivers

All members of the Coal
Drivers Section of Local 544
are instructed to be present at
the meeting next Monday,
March 20th, at 8 p. m., when
terms of the new working
agreement are to be discussed.

Executive Board,

the bids for three-ton trucks were |

Local 544

cause of the death of a close union
friend) spoke. Rutz pointed out
the new batch of union-smashing
lh-m.d;n;nn that is now being in-
| troduced in the state legislatures
’m Wisconsin and Minnesota. “All
of labor’s gains are threatened by
| these bills,” Rutz said. “Labor
izing to defeat the bills. It is up
| to labor to go to the farmers and
|tell them of labor's problems.
When the truth is known, the far-
! mers cannot help but Join with
| labor against the common enemy."”

| The conventton, which is to run
} until all business is completed, will
ipmlmlvl) be in session until the
end of the week.

|
|

Out of the first negotiations by
the joint committee representing
the AFL and the CIO, brought
together in Washington at the re
quest of President Roosevelt
consider the possibilities of peace
between the two national labor
federations, came a plan from the
CIO calling for a great American
Congress of Labor which would
give equal representation to the
AFL and the CIO and throw the
balance of power and the presi-
dency to the conservative railroad
brotherhoods with their 300,000
members.

Discussions on Plan

to

posal but later announced its will
ingness to discuss this or “any
other suggestions that may be laid
before it.” Between the first and
isu-ond sessions of the joint com-
mittee, Daniel Tobin, head of the
Brotherhood

| International of

‘Teamsters and a leading advocatel

Huge Con

The AFL first rejected the pro- |

| Four days’ extra pay, with
added two days’ pay to be arbi-
| trated.

The settlement was reached with
the aid of Charles L. Horn of the
| Federal Cartridge company, who
has acted as arbitor in several lo-
[cal labor disputes.

an

'State Federation

‘Held in Duluth

| The annual convention of the
| Minnesota State Federation of La
| bor will be held this year in Du
{luth, from September 11th to 13th
|-~—~Monday through Wednesday
it was decided at the recent quar
terly meeting of the Federatior
executive council.

be found who held their labor in " must not lose a moment in organ- ‘Convention to bc

such contempt as to underbid the |

A
of labor unity,

tee,

joined the commit

Under the CIO’s proposal, spe
| eial conventions of the CIO
AFL would be called to “pass upon
and approve' the plan, after which
a convention would be ealled of
delegates from all three labor bod
ies.

and

Neither Wiiiiam Gieen or John
L. Lewis would be eligible for of-

fice. Both Green and Frank Mor
rison, secretary-treasurer of the
AFL, would receive a life-long

pension at their present salaries.
Government Fingers in Pie
For a year after the new organ
ization was formed, the Depart
| ment of Labor and its concilation
| bureau would mediate all contro
| versial questions affecting overlap
| ping jurisdiction among the many
luninn»‘.
| Following its Washington meet
|ings, the committee recessed to
meet again in New York, where

Stassen’s

onfer on WPA Threat

. .
Unions in Area
Meet in Iowa

Twenty rr-iyrt-.-vn'u'.' 3
drivers unions in
attended the sec
neeting of the Midwest
Drivers Conference
Saturday in Des Moines,

from

the

west

were

and

approved for a
organizational
to organize the
g ory drivers in
area. It was further agreed
all unions will aim at a
rd agreement for bakery

!

a lengthy discussion of

in the industry, the
ce adjourned. The next
of the Midwest Bakery
Conference will be held
hursday, April 6th, in Omaha,
Nebraska.

Sioux Falls
'Drivers Lash
Fink Dairy

-

ihe creamery division of the
Sioux Falls General Drivers

| Union Local 749 has placed the
| Lakeside Dairy company on the
{ur fair list for sponsering a fink
|company set-up. Naturally the
{employees of this firm are receiv-
ing lower wage s
working conditions to those exist-
in the other major plants in
Sioux Falls, all of which
unionized.

The Sioux Falls Trades and La-
bor Assembly placed the la-

rferior

ales and

ing
are

has

bor-hating Lakeside Dairy on its
“We Do Not Patronize” list, and
all fair-minded people in Sioux

Falls are refrain from purchas-
of this company

it pays union wage

and

grants union working co ions.
Organizing Wholesalers

The General Drivers Union in

Sioux Falls is also making a con-

certed drive to unionize the whole

sale  indust Several meetings
have been held with workers from
the wholesale houses, featuring

leading speakers from the South
Dakota State Federation of Labor
and the Trades and Labor Assem-
bly. Local 749 anticipates that in
a short time the men in this indus-
try will be able to enjoy the wages
and working conditions which ex-

in other of

dustry.

unionized sections

AFL-CIO Peace Negdtiations Start,

gress of Labor is Proposed

two members of the CIO commit
tee are bargaining for a new bitu
minous coal contract
Opinions Vary
observers felt that
willingness of the CIO to carry on
both negotiations at once and the
willingness of the AFL to continue
in

Some the

onferences on a part-time basis
New York gave basis for the hope
that some concrete steps towards
an end of labor's war might be yet
taken.

Louis Stark, the New York
Times' ace labor reporter, did not
ecem 850 optimistic. In his Sunday
tory on the peace conference he

wrote: “Peace does not vet seem
to be on the horizon. Among labor
officials and in the ranks of the

Administration no early cessation
of hostilities i When
peace is discussed it is spoken of
as a matter of months and even
longer. Those who are cognizant
of the bairiers to peace are ready |

expected.

|
| Bakery Drivers |
|
|
|

|own reasons

Morris Olson

|

His Campaign Launched

Workers at
Buzza’s Ask
Shorter Hours

The Buzza Section of the Ware- |
house and Inside Workers Union |
{Local 20216 met last Tharsday |
evening to ratify the work- |
ing agreement drawn up by the
committee previously elected by
the membership.

The new agreement calls
preferential shop, one week’s va
c n with pay, and a 4-hour
y reduction in hours with no
reduction in pay.

new

for the

Des Moines Union
Seek Farm-Labor |
Understanding

Furthering the move started in

Anti-Labor Bill

Executive Boards of Local

iF arm-Co-op-Labor
Council to Help

Union Councils and Central

Labor Union Meet to Map Labor's Campaign Against
Boss “Labor Bill”—Passage Would Precipitate In-
dustrial Warfare on Huge Scale

As the labor movement
itself for a fight to the
Party's “Labor Relations Bil
union movement were sched

towards Stassen’s u

finish

throughout Minnesota girded
against the Republican
1,” leaders of the Minneapolis
uled to meet Wednesday eve-

al session to determine what immediate steps
n to demonstrate organized labor's unyielding

nion-smashing legislative pro-

e

-

Attention—
Union Members!

All unemployed members of
General Drivers Union Local
544 and all other Minneapolis
unions, who wish assistance in
obtaining the unemploymant in-
surance to which they are en-
titled, are urged to see Ed
Palmquist at the office of the
Federal Workers Section of Lo-
cal 544, on the second floor at
257 Plymouth Avenue North.

The executive boards of the
Minneapolis Teamsters Joint Coun-
cil, the Building Trades Couneil,
the Allied Printing Trades and the
Central Labor Union, were to meet
with the Farmer-Cooperative-La-
bor Council Wednesday at 5 p. m.
jin the Central Labor Union Hall
| to plan a broad fight against the
| fascist-like House File Number 352
| which the Citizens Alliance crowd
| is pushing through its stooges in
| the state legislature.

That the Northwest Organizer
| did not exaggerate the vicious

Campaign for
Morrie Olson

Is Laqpched

zed labor’s campaign to
Morris Olson as alderman
1 Ward got under way

gl a meeting of

t the home of
ssioner 1. G. Scott

movement will form

trade uni
County Comm

The unior

A precinct organization to back |
Olso § campaign.
Morris, a member of the Gen-

| eral Drivers Union Local 544 and

a veteran of the 1934 strikes, has
gone down the line for organized
labor in the city council.

Minnesota by farmer and He was elected by the city coun
leaders, the Des Moines cil on September 30th, 1938 to fill
and Labor Assembly voted last |the unexpired term of the late
week to authorize a special com-|Alderman Herman Miller of the

mittee to cooperate with fﬂm.

leaders in lowa to build a progran

Tenth Ward

into office with

Brother Olson went
the backing of the

of good will between farmers and | Minneapolis Board of Union Busi
laborers ness Agents, the 10th Ward Far-

The committee of five has been {mer-Labor Club and the unani-
instructed to meet with farm |mous approval of the Minneapolis
leaders and seek to reach agree-|Central Labor Union. His cam-
ment on a program that will fur-|paign for re-election will be di-
ther mutual understanding of each |rected entirely by trade unionists,

other's progran The committee
will make its report to the next
meeting of the Assembl

for long discussions, interrupted
by recesses

“KEven the idea of an integral
peace, one that would mean a com
plete merger of the two rival
groups, i8 being discounted, at

east for the time being. The most
that some ohservers expect to re-
sult
is a truce to hostilities, with amal-

from the present conferences

gamation of the two organizations
the tage in the

reserved for next
negotiations
Ranks Want Unity
President Roosevelt, the bosses,
and
ers of the country

Lewis, and the work-

-each for their |

Green

are interested in la-

|
bor unity. There is not the slight- |
est doubt but that the rank and

file of organized labor would like
very much to see a unified Ameri
can Congress of Labor, organized
on a democratic basis and com
pletely independent of the govern- |
ment and its labor department.

2nd State
Starts Labor,
Farm Council

['he idea behind the Farmer-Co-
operative-Labor Council—that the
producers of city and countryside
should join hands to advance their
mutual interests—i
other Midwest
Minnesota

On Tuesday

organizational

catching on in
section besides
night in Milwaukee
rally held
in the city auditorium for the Far
mer-Cooperative-Labor Council of
Wisconsin. The Wisconsin
Federation of Labor is taking the
lead in the formation of the
ganization, John Bosch, field rep

an was

or-

resentative of the Council in Min
nesota and a prominent farm lead-
er, was invited as guest speaker to
the Milwaukee meeting, where he
will bring greetings from the Min-
nesota Farmer-Cooperative-Labor
Council,

State

The AFL-CIO peace con-
ference recessed its New York
meetings to  meet again

March 24th in Washington,
it was reported at press time,

| character of the “Labor Relations
| Bill” and the threat such a bill
would constitute to all union or-
ganizations was indicated by a
frank discussion of the bill in Jo-
seph Ball's column in last Friday’s
St. Paul Pioneer Press. Ball is
| very close to Governor Stassen and
Jart,wly campaigned for his elec-
) tion, and is hardly the sort to over-
emphasize the true character of
",hﬂ Vance-Myre labor relations act.
| Ball refers to the proposed leg-
islation as “a strongly anti-union
bill.”

Instead of pretending it is the
farmers who are beating the drum
for the bill, Mr, Ball openly refers
to H. F. 352 as “the employers’
labor bill.”

“Invitation to Union Busters"

“The measure if passed in its
present form would constitute an
open invitation to all employers so
minded to embark on an old-fash-
ioned vnion-busting campaign with
the full support of the law behind
them,” wrote Ball.

Would Make for War

Ball says that “as a bill to pro-
mote industrial peace, the measure
is a joke. If enacted into law and
rigorously enforced, ould pro-
voke organized labo. into a fight
for its very existence, and such

(Continued on page 4)

471 to Hear
'Negotiating
Committee

| At the next regular membership
meeting of Milk Drivers and Dairy
Union Local 471, the
| negotiating committee will bring
in a draft of proposals which will
have already been ratified by the
fluid milk sections of the
junion.

A special order of business will
be called at 8 p. m. The executive
board of Local 471 urges all mem-
bers to be present at this impor-
tant meeting.

| Employes

two

Attention!
Station Lessees

A general membership meet-
ing of all gas station lessees
will be held Wednesday, March
22nd, 9 p. m., at 257 Plymouth
Avenue North. All lessees are
urged to attend this meeting
and participate in the discus-
sion on important problems of
the industry.

LESSEE COMMITTEE

Independent Lessee Section
Filling Station Attendants
Local 977

Make Minneapolis a Union Town
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MINNEHAHA
GREENHOUSE

4258 40TH AVE. S.

Flowers, Plants, Floral Designs
Members of Tile Setters and Truck
Drivers Union
DRexel 4402 DRexel 0074
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truck i ICE COAL

Cedar Lake Ice &
Fuel Company

Henn. & Oak Grove MA, 8201
100% UNION CONCERN

COAL ICE

PROTECTION
For Your Papers and Valuables
New $35 Wall Safes $14.95
We Buy, Sell, Exchange
and Used Office Furniture

New

Jacobson Fixture Exchange,
Incorporated

219 S. 5th St. MA. sa2s

BULK SUPREME QUALITY
GAS—Grade for Grade
Always Less
“BRING IN THIS COUPON"
977 MEN TO SERVE YOU

Bulk Oil Co., Inc.
38th and Hiawatha
3rd Ave. S. at Lake St
22nd st Cedar and Hiawatha
“OAS . ALWAYS . 1LESS”

7/0/{4/&[1’51 m‘vi/z
UsE GAS HEAT

JR HOME

Wolk Transfer

Co., Inc.
Commercial Hauling and

cvin
838 6TH AVE, N,
Main 4434

BUY RIGHT
From WRIGHT

Top allowance for your car in
trade for a

NEW NASH

Delivered Here, Only

3828

Wright Motor
Sales

4310 E. Lake St. DR. 0048
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN,

Union Printers for 40 Years
2335 Central Ave.
GR. 3531

NORTH

UNION SHOP
EXCLUSIVE LAKE ST. PONTIAC DEALERS

Our Used Cars will suit the most particular Truck Driver
CO. 3166 Owned by Boyd Transfer & Storage Co

420 E. LAKE ST.

MINNEAPOLIS HENNEPIN CLEANING

Leading

& DYEING CO,, lnc.

First Class Work
Good Service - Fair u

W. N. PETERSON, President
2520 CENTRAL AVENUE
Phone Granville 4313-4314

54 WEST lIOA'WAY
Near Third Strvet  Since
CHERR

1500
FREE PARKING LOT IN REAR

1009% UNION BAR

“Where Old Friends Meet’

401 Plvmouth Avenue North

e Block from General Drivers

UNlON HEADQUARTERS

HY. 9741

ON MARCH 31 A NEW MINNEAPOLIS
AND SUBURBAN TELEPHONE DIREC-
TORY WILL GC TO PRESS.

If you plan to have a telephone or want
a changed or additional directory listing,
please call our Business Cffice . . . . NOW

Liberal Terms, Low Rates
We also Buy Used Cars for Cash

Northwestern Bell Telephone Co.

HEAT WATER
ELECTRICALLY
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When I ply my needle, trowel or pick

I'm a decent Sheeney, Wop or Mick,

But when I strike I'm a Bolshevik
I'm Labor,

e

.
Some Pick-up!

With all the lay-offs already made from WPA, and
the greater lay-offs pending, it is sure gratifying to know
that private industry is picking up so well that it can
absorb the unemployed. At least the Republicans and
Democrats in Washington who voted for the relief cut
TELL us business is picking up.

But the business indexes tell just the other kind of a
story. Business activity isn't rising, it is declining. Private
industry isn't absorbing the persons laid off from WPA,
it is firing workers on its own hook.

The WPA lay-offs reached large proportions in De-
cember, 1938. The latter part of that month, the New
York Times business index, one of the most reliable busi-
ness barometers, began to fall. With a few slight zig-zags,
it has fallen ever since. “For the fourth consecutive week,”
wrote the Times’ financial editor last Sunday, “the weekly
index of business activity has declined.” By now it has
more than retraced the ground gained by October, 1938.
Indeed, it has put us right back to the level of the summer
of 1934, before there was a WPA.

And Roosevelt has the gall to ask for a lower WPA
appropriation than last year! And congress has the gall
to give even less than the inadequate figure proposed by
the president!

There Are Farmers...and Farmers

One of the slimier sides of the campaign for Stassen’s
labor bill is the pretense by the labor-haters that it is the
farmers of the state, after all, who are taking the lead in
this campaign to wreck organized labor.

The sort of person that is being presented to the
people of Minnesota as a “farmer” is typified by Myre,
co-drafter of Stassen’s “labor relations act.”

Myre is about as genuine a farmer as was Calvin
Coolidge. The truth is that this Myre is the same fink-
herder who was sheriff in Albert Lea during the American
Gas strike there in 1936. He got his ears clipped during
t[f\eat strike by the militant pickets from Austin and Albert

a.

But if the employers’ labor relations bill has the sup-
port of all the phony “farmers” in the state, it is gratfying
to know that the real honest-to-God farmers’' movement
in Minnesota is standing side-by-side with organized labor
in opposing this vicious bill. -

\g'hen news first leaked out that the labor-haters were
cooking up such a bill, a sub-committee of the Farmer-
Cooperative-Labor-Council was the first to seek out the
executive council of the Minnesota State Federation of
Labor and offer its services in fighting the bill.

The Farmer-Cooperative-Labor-Council will meet with
the leading union bodies of Minneapolis Wednesday eve-
ning to lay the groundwork for a statewide movement of
protest against Stassen’s bill.

“Farmer” Myre and his scab-herding cohorts can
continue to masquerade in their overalls and pitchforks
if it pleases them. Should a showdown come, the over-
whelming majority of the REAL farmers in this state,
who have themselves been sweated and cheated and
ground down for years by the very same banking and
industrial interests who are behind Stassen’s labor bill,
will take their stand with the producers in the city against
H. R. 352.

Ohio Drivers Tell of Losses
From WPA Cﬂgetitive Bids

In the article on the threat made by WPA to institute
the competitive bid system of hiring trucks, appearing in
the February 23rd issue, the Organizer stated that in Ohio
the drivers’ unions had organized statewide action against
a similar plan and had forced WPA to back down.

From J. Sanford, vice-president of the Dump Truck
Operators Union Local 764 of Akron, we learn that this is
not the case. “Most of our members,” he writes, “have not
worked since last October, excepte—

with a pick and shovel on WPA.
Some have lost their trucks, other
have to free lance in a market
glutted with dump trucks. Our
work on WPA is being done by
competitive bid _truckers, from
97¢ per hour up, by material deal
ers, coal companies, fleet owners,
ete. « o »

“In June when the bids are
opened again, those of us left to
participate will have to underbid
the chiselers now working if we
with to work. You can readily see
the evils of the competitive bid
system, particularly if used on a
relief program intended to help
those needing employment.

Contractors Get Pie

“We have been unable to got
anywhere with the administration
in Washington, Cleveland, Colum-
bus or Akron, and it looks as
though contractors and companies
are not only going to sell material
and equipment to WPA, but they
are going to get the hauling also.”

Brother Sanford enclosed an ex-
cellent leaflet issued by Local 764,
entitled “The Truth About the
WPA Truckers Lock-out,” expos-
ing the raw deal handed truck
drivers in Ohio by the New Deal.
We publish parts of the leaflet be-
low:

Deliberate confusion of the ac-
tual facts have been spread by lo-
cal, state, and national WPA ad-
ministrations of the present Own-
er-Gperator Truckers Lockout.
Their deliberate cold-blooded, dic-
tatorial attitude and actions preci-
pitated the present situation
WPA’s refusal to arbitrate fairly
on the basis of the facts is com-
parable only to the actions of em-
ployers refusing to deal collective-
ly with unions and resorting to
trike breaking tactics

Inadequate as WPA is in soly-
ing the unemployment problem,
the WPA truck drivers have al-
ways supported the program for
the expansion of WA to absorb
all of the unemployed. Yet the
New Deal administration, having
claimed all credit, politically, for
WPA, is deliberately pursuing a
policy of reduction of WPA jobs.
There is no sign of improvement
in private industry to warrant the
present lay-offs.

This community, as well as all
other communities, is being made
the scapegoat for a short sighted,
reactionary policy. The drive
against the truck drivers is only a
start. Already, despite their words

THE WORKERS’ JOB

Keeping Step With 544

By Micky

but trouble getting them assem

bled after trips to Washington and

Indianapolis.
- . -

The most astounding bit of
information coming to our at-
tention is that the old war-
horse — that hard-bitten de-
fender of single blessedness
—that scoffer at marital ties
—has gone and done it. He
has Taken the Leap, Gone
off the Deep End, and gotten
himself thoroughly married.

The lady of his choice is
Downey Dailey. They are at
home at the Hastings Hotel.
Yes, the old boy acted a little
silly about the whole thing.

*

k -

Morrie Olson, Tenth Ward al-
derman, and member of 544, got
his campaign under way last
Thursday night with a fine meet-
ing of Tenth Ward trade union-
ists. The meeting was held at the
home of Commissioner Scott. A
precinct organization was started.
About 356 attended.

. . L
Carlos Hudson, Organizer
pen wielder, announced a new
and first heir Tuesday. The
father remained at work up

to the very end.
- * -

DON'T WORRY
Income tax time for those
lucky.

50

. e
We forgot to tell you that
Skoglund is now a grandfath-
er by proxy.
*

L -
All state unions will probably
convene in the near future to
wage a fight on the Vance-Myre
“Labor Bill” now before the state
legislature.
. L -
Ralph Morstad pens a nice

letter from Florida.

common laborers and others are

Lots of news iigms this \\N‘R‘I The WPA truck committee

which went to Washington wa
Lisowski of Virginia, Kuchenbach
er of St. Paul, Zander and M
Dunne of Minneapolis. Fine help
|was accorded the committee by
| Senator Lundeen and his secre
tary, Ed Cornaby. Fred Tobin,
Washington representative of the
International Brotherhood, also

sistance.
. - -

gave as

Protests continue to roll in

over the recent WPA order
* . *

T. Williams is doing a n
in the Midway district on
Over-the-road agreement.

« . .

Milk Drivers are in a dith
er over the coming agree

ment.
. . -

City and Sanitary membe:
frolic in the basement thi

- - L
United and determined
protests should come from
every member of organized

labor against the proposed
Vance-Myre bill.

. . L
Local 977 is engaged in an or
ganization campaign directed at
| lessees.
' . . *
Curt Zander suffered a

severe case of sunburned ton-
sils gazing at the tall build-
ings in Washington.

. * *
Clarence Hamel is back on the

Job at Red Owl
* . *

TJ.C. Board
now meets each second and
fourth Thursday.

* .

Executive

.
been in Indian-
east,

Jim Bartlett ha
apolis and point

. » .
The school janitors are
threatening to really raise

some dust.

their trucks, furniture and other

| bor relations bill
g

being dismissed and thousands |mortgaged goods.

face dismissal with no other johs |

A |  While the owner-operators were
A g .m' "l;}u")d.ln;)'bl.-kn.\%: "";“‘:!' rotating work the WI'A adminis-
upt‘m - .frm y bankrupted di- |4, 400 deliberately let bids to a
rect relief set-up and left to starve ['HI‘L"" fleet owner who sent trucks

slowly and eruelly.

The present controversy is,
iimply, the fight of workers at
tempting to preserve their relief
jobs at a wage and hire of tools
(trucks) which will provide at
least a semblance of existence.

In Summit County, in 1935,
there were approximately 160
truckers who were on relief or out
of work. They were given WPA
assignments and as new projects
opened more trucks were added.
The WPA administration, during
October 1935, asked for 600
trucks and artificially created an
oversupply. WPA workers were
encouraged to purchase equip- )
ment. As a result, it became ne- |where, their representatives were
cessary to rotate work available met by indifference, discourtesy
for some 250 trucks among 500 |and point-blank refusal to deal
truckers. In order to keep their |with the problem fairly. It made
jobs the owner-operators were con- [no difference with whom they
stantly compelled to purchase [ dealt from the highest to the low-
equipment and rely upon the as- | est in the WPA, their answer was
signments to pay for them. At this | still, in essence, “Nothing doing.”

|into Summit County from out of
{town to do the work that the
| owner operators so desperately
needed. Having no other recourse
Local 764 established a peaceful
picket line at only those
that these fleet trucks were oper-
ating. Immediately the WPA ad
ministration
operator assignments and turned
;thmr work over to bid trucks,
locking out completely the original
unemployed truckers.

places

cancellnd all owner-

Every effort has been made and
ig still being made through nego-
tiations to settle this dispute. The
truckers sent their representatives
to the WPA in Washington. Ey

to the contrary, hundreds of WPA

time over 85% of the owner-| The owner-operators only ask
operators are faced with a loss of | of WPA that they reassign all the

.
Unions Plan
.
Drive on
.

Stassen Bill
Continued

seldom very peaceful.”
is no question but what

of this state are drool-
1e mouth with anxiety to
such a bill as this. They
at under cover of such a
hey could immediately launch

A murderous A»‘fl“it on |)r\:f”])z"d
| labor and attack wages and hours

{and working of all
| workers, right down the line.

from page 1)

conditions

Bosses Fear Labor Action
The main thing that deters them
the
would face if they tried to enforce
! indescribably law.
Ball’s ironical observation that the
fight of organized labor for its
very existence is ‘“‘seldom very
ful”

vicious

peace takes

t it would “promote industrial
race” is exactly as true as the
claim of a Hitler that he cham-
the rights of the common

: The claim by the bill's sponsors
1

pions
people.

Labor Must Prepare for Fight

Not since the summer of 1937,
when the Citizens Alliance labor-
haters tried to put over their
Amendnient Number Nine to the
city charter-—an amendment that
| would have permitted them to put
a murderer like Bloody Mike Jo-
hannes in the police chief’s chair
for life, with unlimited power to
| enlist finks and strikebreakers—
| have the workers of this area
} faced to such a real threat to their
{ lives and their livelihood. Organ-
ized labor was able then to rally
the people to crush the plot of
the labor-haters. Organized labor
| wiil have to sound the alarm again
| to rally the people to smash back
| the drive to put over Stassen’s la-

locked out truckers on the previ-
| ous basis, namely, rotation of jobs
among those doing this work prior
to the institution of the bid system.

Is WPA to alleviate unemploy-
ment or is it to become a private
enterprise for bidders, who, in
many instances, “raided” the junk
yards for unsafe equipment, and
while having jobs of their own,
can therefore afford to “peddle”
their hire for ruinous wages?

New Deal Gets Raw

Has the New Deal become a raw
deal? Why hasn't the President
acted upon the many appeals that
have gone to him regarding this
matter?

Billions for war purposes and
not one cent for the unemployed
should be changed to billions for
the unemployed and not one cent
for war.

Flood the WPA officialdom with
your protests. Write your con-
gressman and the President de-
manding a stop to the WPA lay-
offs and the reinstatement of the
truckers and all others now being
laid off.

SUPPORT THE FIGHT OF LO-
CAL 764 FOR JOBS, AND YOU
FIGHT FOR YOURSELF AND
YOUR COMMUNITY,

fear of the civil war they |

the prize for the |
' |
| best understatement of the week.

|

|

|

| some noon hour, drop in to the

Watt Notes

We understand a certain party
at Riverside was seen in the ash
room with water wings.

- - .

Brother Harry Axtell had the
boys from the Inspection Depart-
ment at his home last Friday night.
The event was a ‘“meet the wife”

party. A good time was had by all.
. L .

On the
National

Picket
Line

(Continued from page 1)
Latest reports from Detroit
and the recent Martin con-
vention of the United Auto-
mobile Workers are to the of-
fect that the group which sup-

o e ported the convention will go
The boys in the Underground independent.

Department are pulling for their s . a
“pal” and brother, Ole Eliason to

Bro. Riley says when you go to

a party eat a spoonful of butter.
. * .

The third day of the convention

rn wo eal soon. His A $
“,“" ntm 1il:k i' umi o s Martin made a proposal regarding
s s 88 rery a2 e M 2
Dﬂ“:‘n o Y laftiliation which caused even his
much. i
g & . most ardent supporters to rise up

A good thing to remember: “Do in arms, l;‘earing to bring the issue
not make ststements uniess you of affiliation to the'AFL out on the
can prove them.” floor, opel,ly, Martin proposed that

> the question of affiliation to the
AFL or of going independent be
left for the newly elected execu-
tive board to decide. The assem-
bled delegates rose up in mighty
indignation and refused Martin
and the executive board this dic-
tatorial power,

.

. L

“Dusty” Rhodes of the Meter
Dept. has been laid up at home
for some time. Your buddies in
the Dept. hope to see you back on

the job real soon, “Dusty.”
L - -

By the way, who is this other
guy in the Meter Dept. they have

started calling “Dusty?”
L L .

“Fun for All, and All for Fun”
has appeared in this column as has

This much publicized con-
vention was attended by only
236 delegates, with a voting
power of 629, They actually

“Keep Saturday, April 22nd represented about 63,000
open.” It's the first annual bene- members of the UAW. Not
fit dance by Local B-160, and will one large, important local
be held at the East Side Eagles was officially represented.

Hall.

The convention decided not
one really decisive issue, the
delegates present devoting
most of their time to ranting
and raving against the CIO.
There was much flag waving
and red-baiting.
. * *

of the depths to
which the ex-minister Martin ha
fallen is his reversal
from his former anti-war position,

- L .

There will be two orchestras—
two halls—proceeds go to helping
the sick and sports committees.
Tickets are forty cents. See your

stewards for tickets.
- - .

Better ithan that, drop up to the
union office and get some to sell
to your friends. A big evening is
promised.

Indicative

complete

If you have nothing else to do He fought and partly won a good

fight against the Communist Party
people in the union on the question
of the Ludlow war referendum
amendment. But Martin
the most vociferous flag waver and

Garage or Arc Depts. to see how

500 should be played.
- - 2 now is

The dance committee will meet

lack of a progressive program, and
of fighting the Communist Party
people on their own ground, and
with the same tactics. No one can
cope with the Stalinists in skull-
duggery and general-all-around
bureaucratic corruption, and the
fact that Martin tried to beat them
at their game proves that the
man is a fool or a knave—in either
event, as unfit as the Stalinists ta
lead a union to victory.

20316 Asks
Same Pay for
Fewer Hours

The plumbing supply section of
the Warehouse Union met Mon-
day, March 13th, and ratified the
agreement outlined by the com-
mittee and the membership. All
members were asked to write in
suggestions for the new contract
and the suggestions that were ap-
proved by the members were in-
corporated in the agreement,
which demands the 40-hour week
with the same pay received for the
present 44-hour week.

Laws grind the poor and the
rich men rule the law.—GOLD~
SMITH.

COMING
EVENTS

Card Party and Supper—
The Socialist Labor Party will
hold a card party Sunday,
March 19th, 2 p. m., at 1500
East Franklin. 25c.

Lecture on Paris Commune
—Sunday, March 19th, 6 p.
m., 1500 East Franklin, aus-
pices of Socialist Labor Party.

St. Patricks Ball—Federal
Workers Section dance on
Saturday, March 18th, at 257
Plymouth Avenue. Admission
25¢.

Workers Sunday Forum-——
Grace Carlson speaks on

Not Come to
,"' at 919 Marquette,
Sunday, March 19th, 3 p. m.

0 ioned Town Meet-
ing—Discussion of future of
Farmer-Labor movement
Tuesday, March 21st, 8 p. m.,
at 713 Third Avenue South.

Dr

soon to make final arrangements |War propagandist of them all. 8 ondff - il ity v v

| y . . m.
for decorating the halls, ete. Vol- | Which is the logical result of the cAalran.

unteers will be called for. Please | s

show that gold old spirit, Brothers.
. . .

Bro. Phillips is back on the job
after being laid up at home a cou

UNION MEETING SCHEDULE

ple of days last week.
» d * LOCAL 4m1
“Beau Brummell” Teasdale is The Milk Wagon Drivers and
laid up at home with the flu— ?__n]lry Ll(npl;:hyee; L!'nim:’ lt.;:_ca:!l
A - o ” 71 meets the first an ir
Don’t let it g.ﬂ }v:u du.\\ n, “Budd. Tuesdays of each month at 7 p.
It is reported: the Meter Read- o
ers are finding out that there are
quite a few union-minded women
in the city.

LOCAL 131
Second Thursday each month,
8 p. m,, third-floor.

. . -

: LOCAL 259
To our fellow trade unionists: Second Monday of each month.
We ask you to have your meter
reader show you his card before LOCAL 664

The City and Sanitary Driv-
ers will meet the second and
fourth Thursday of each

entering your home.

M i o ey | month. Park Board Grie-
4 vance Committee — Monday
on s night preceding the last
WPA b meeting of the month.

= |
e tai erks cal 1086
4 PPOIQC"S 3 will meet on the first and
R o8 ey Sl third Tuesdays of each

month.

By Vic W. Nicholas

Don’t forget the big dance Sat-
urday night, March 18. Everybody
worth meeting will be there and a
good time is assured. Come and
bring some friends with you. The
dance will be held at the union hall
at 257 Plymouth Ave. N.

- - *

PETROLEUM DRIVERS
lar Membership Meeting—
irst Wednesday each month.

Re,

LOCAL 977

General Membership —— Second

Monday each month, 9 p. m.
Grievance and Seniority Boards

~—Each Monday, 8 p. m.
The general membership meet- Stewards—Fourth Monday, 9
ing was well attended and the re-
ports showed a lot of work being
done and much more to do that
must be given the full attention
of the membership. Lou White's
report that many reassignments to
WPA had been made was received
with the expected enthusiasm.. The
report on the relief situation was
given by Roy Orgon who knows all
And, by the way, he

p. m.
Executive Board—Each Thurs-
day, 8 p. m.

FEDERAL WORKERS
Regular Membership Meeting—
Second Frida yeach month.
Stewards’ Meeting — Every
Wednesday, 8 p. m.

LOCAL 289
Retail Drivers—First Thursday.

the answers. Wholesale Drivers - Second

didn’t, learn them from a book
Roy's knowledge of the relief set-
up comes from contacting all the
relief offices daily in the handling
of grievances for members of the
FWS.

- . L
The members could save the
Executive Board much needless
work by attending meetings
where many of their problems

would be selved. The Board mem-
bers could then devote more time
to finding ways and means of
keeping the quota of WPA jobs
up to the point where we might

keep off direct relief.
. . L

President Roosevelt's request
for more money for WPA is an
indication of the pressure brought
to bear on the executive branch
of the government by the millions
of unemployed workers and their
labor affiliations.

. . *

While they're digging in over
in Europe to hold their many
armed lines the FWS will be dig-
ging in to stave off the bread line.
One way to aid in this fight is for
members to be sure their dues
book is stamped up to date.

BUY UNION LABEL GOODS

Thursday.
Yeast Drivers—Third Tuesday.
Cake and Pie—Third Thursday.
General Membership — Fourth
Thursday.

LOCAL 346
Regular Membership Meeting
2nd Monday each month, 8:30
p. m. 4th Monday each month,
1:830 p. m.

LOCAL 103
Regular Membership Meeting—
nd Tuesdays.
Executive Committee Meeting
—On call.

PRIVATE CHAUFFEURS

The Private Chauffeurs and
Helpers Local 912 meets the
first and third Tuesdays of each
month.

LOCAL 221
Dn{ Laborer Section — First
uesday each month.
Independent Truck Owners
tion—Second Tuesday
month.

Sec-
each

LOCAL 20318
Stewards — First and
lar Membership Moeting—
rth Tuesday.
Executive Board —
“’ MI

LOCAL 160
General Membership—First and
third Thursd:ly.
Seniority Board—Every Mon-

day.
Executive Board—Every Tues-

day.

Stewards — Wednesdays pre-
seding first and third Thurs-
ays.

LOCAL 275
Tea and Coffee Drivers, Local
275, meets the first Friday
of every month.

LOCAL 1659
Casket Industry—Feb. 14.
J. R. Clark Section-—Feb. 15
Pu{!gr-Hubbud Section — Feb.

American Excelsior—Feb. 21
Twin City Stewards—Feb. 13

and 27
(‘.rée',vnnce Board—Feb. 18 and
Executive Board, Local 1859—
Every Friday night, 8 p. m.

8
General Membership—March 1
Exect;tige GBol.rd. Local 20481

—Feb.
General Membership—March 1

LOCAL 958
Night Drivers — 1:00 p.
third Thundlz each mon
DI¥ Drivers-—T7:00 p. m.,
hursday each month,

i3

LOCAL 544
Wednesday, March 1 — Sau-
sage; Petroleum

Thursday, March 2 — Green-
house; Independent Truck
Owners

Friday, March 3—Job Stewards

Monday, March 6 — Package
Delivery; Department Store

Wednesday, March 8—Market;
Wholesale Liquor

Friday, March 10-—~Wholesale
Grocery; Meat Drivers

Monday, March 13 — General
Membership

Wednesday, March 15—Build-
ing Material

Thursday, March 16—Tent and
Awning; Printing, Newspa-
per 10 A. M.

Friday, March 17—Job Stew-
ards

Sunday,”  March 19—Over-the-
Road 10 A. M.
Monday, erl'ch 20—Furniture

Store; Coal '
Thursday, March 23—T er
and arehouse; Wholesale

Drug

Friday, March 24-—Cold Stor-
age

Monday, March 27 — Spring
Water

Tuesdnyi March 28-—-Sand and

Grave!
Seniority Committee meets each
at 7 P. M. in Hall

Tue .
0.

Grievance Committee meets
each Tuesday and Friday at
7 P. M. in main office

The Executive Board meets
each Wedn at 10 A, M.
in the large on the first

floor.
A"ol?: lar meetings start at
8 I:.? unless otherwise indi-
cal




