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WPA Projects Closed as Strikers Press Demands

On the
National

Picket Line

The workers of America

Alive again.

are

» * .

Witness: Hundreds of thou-
sands of WPA workers open-
the

’ . N
ment's move to legislate thiem

ly challenging govern-
back into even more miserable
poverty than they have been

enduring.
L . -

: Hundreds of thou
worker

Witne and
of packing house
the will send them into
a nation-wide strike against the
Four Packers
and Company

waiting
word that

biggest of the Big
Armour
. . *

Witness: Bloody Harlan
where the striking coal min-
ers clashed with the National
Guard last week.

» . .

Last week in Chicago a conve
tion of the Packing House Work
ers Organizing Committee—CIO
voted unanimously to give the Ex

ecutive Board the power to call
strikes in any or all of the Armour
plants which have been certified

by the NLRB to the PWOC for
sole bargaining right. They also
gave the Board power to call

strikes against the others of the

Big Four—le., Wilson, Cudahy
and Swift, if they continue to re
fuse to sign agreements with the
union

. . »

Carl Van Bittner, chairman
of the PWOC, announced, im-
mediately after strike author-
it had been granted, that an
appeal had been made to
President Roosevelt,
him to intervene and force
the packers to enter into ne-
gotiations with the PWOC.
Also, Tuesday's paper
nounced that the union had
appealed to the Chicago City
Council Committee on Labor
and that that body had called

representa-

asking

an-

a meeting with

tives of the Armour Com-

pany.
. .

The PWOC
as sole bargaining agency in Ar
mour plants in Chicago, Kansas
City, Kans., St. Joseph, Mo., Sioux
City, and Mason City, la., South
St. Paul, West Fargo, Denver, Lo
Angeles, Indianapolis, and Nation
al City, Ill.,, as well as in the Ar
mour soap factories in Chicago,
Birmingham and Milwaukee.
L - »

claims certification

In Omaha the management
of the Armour Company
claims that both the PWOC
and the Employes Protective
Association (two  guesses
what that is) claims a major-
it of the workers. In the re-
cent NLRB hearings it was
proven, according to the Oma-
ha local president of the
PWOC, that the CIO affili-
ate has a dues paying mem-
bership of 728 out of a pos-
sible 11 or 12 hundred eli-

gible workers.
* L -

Forma! notice of the conven
tion’s action will be served on the
company on Tuesday, July 17.

. . -

Carl Van Bittner promised
the delegates either “‘a joint
working agreement or the
dammedest strike you ever
saw in this great industry.”
John L. Lewis also pledged
the full support of the na-
tional CI10,

L . L

The packing industry has a long,
vicious and horrible labor history.
Backed by the millions which they
have squeezed from the veins of

their workers, the Big Four are
(Continued on page 4)

Transfer Pact is Smashing Trlumph for Local 544

Maintains Weekly Wages With Cut in Hours—Win Paid
Vacations—Stassen Commission Had Recommended
Wage Cuts and No Vacation—Local 544 Maintains
Principle that Weekly Wages Will Be Preserved Des-
pite Cut in Hours

Wednesday morning Local 544’s Negotiating Com-
mittee reported that the new agreement with the Minne-
apolis Transfermen’s Association is all ready to sign save
for editorial revision on a few clauses. The agreement con-

stitutes a smashing triumph for the General Drivers Union,
and is in glaring contrast to the \-“llllk('][ proposal ad-
vanced by Stassen’s three-man commission.

|
|
|
|
!
|
|
|
|
|
|
|

The merits of a union negotiating committee versus a
boss commission were never better S e TR T &
shown than in the present tran 3"’9 S
fer dispute D pars

The Stassen comm ‘ ‘ ye th Wh l
holding its hearir in the 1 ee er
had advised Local 544 to a B F
s oaisianinnll 15 et ) arnes r'irm
paid vacations for the union men |
ber The Warehouse Workers Union }
' Local 359 has informed the Wheel- |

. he ult f direct nego-|

As 4 s o d er Barnes company that union
tiatior between the union and will not tolerate any ng or
the employer association, Loc the negotiations for an agreement
44 not only defeated the wage |for the coming year Member
cut but obtained paid vacations for |have reported to Local 3
its members. cials that the company is delil

Weekly Wage Maintained ;, rately holding back the granting
. lof vacations. or » grounds the

Under terms of the new agree- | f vacations, on the grounds t

ment, weekly hours for all cla | contract has not yet been com
| pletel le

fications effected by the Wages |Pletely settled

and Hour law are set as follows This is just a device the con

From June 1st, 1939, to Octo- | PANY 15 using to force its em-
ber 23rd, 1939: 44 hours at ployees to agree to the company’s

traight .'[ e, plus 2 2/3 hours at terms. Employees of the Wheeler |

Jarnes firm have many times dem

! citizens of Minneapolis a taste of tear gas and hot

{

|

{

|

s
|
®

overtime (time and one-half)
onstrated their loyalty to the union
From October 24, 1939 to Octo ’ 4
ind their militancy. They are now
ber rd, 1940: 42 hour at | indicat ng, through the union offi
t time, plus 4 hours at over- | als, that unless a satisfactory set
ey ent is reached, the result wiii
From October 24th, 1940, to action.
June 1st, 1941: 40 hours at The demands of the union are
traight time, plus 5 1/3 hours at | certainly moderate. The scale of |
yvertime \wes being paid these workers is
Thus, during the two-year pe-|below that paid elsewhere in Min
riod covered by the contract, there | ne ipolis for similar types of work
will be a progressive, though|The whole situation at this com
slight, shortening of the weekly ;]nu y is due to come to a climax
hours, from 46 2/3 to 46, to|within the next few days
45 1/3
The shortening of hourse will A5 o
L1 .
not affect the weekly wage, how TCEllnStCX'S ]Oll]t
ever; this was the major point at ¥
dispute between the union and the C()llnc‘l to h/(cct
transfer bosse
The weekly wage for ware In St0 ClOUd
housemen, for instance, will re
main constant at $28.80 during The next meeting of the Min
all three periods. neapolis Teamsters Joint Council
The Stassen commission recom- | will be held in St. Cloud on Friday

August 11th. The driv
ers in St. Cloud, Brainerd and |

mendation would have had the un- jevening,

ion continue to accept a wage cut

i

|

the state met Sunday morning in Local 12 Lashlls Gounty: I8 Mandas
Paul to draft proposals for changes in the 1 B e iR
road pact and to elect a state chairman an e .

the area conference scheduled to be held WPA wor

on Tuesd July 25th. the ranks of the st

John Geary, vice-president of the Inter 1 h- |1y Strike leaders estimate by
| erhood of Teamsters, w: HL‘\("\ at s meeting. | :
Arthur Hudson of St. Paul pre- l.;. l__l _,,-,,k___;_ Tuesday the strike will be 100 per
ided, and Tom Williams of Min- |member cent effective. The workers in
| neapolis acted as secretary. fair scale for Streator, with their flying sq
A number of changes in the a state chairman rons, are the inspiration for the

pact were discussed and ag of the scales proposed. entire coun he AFL Trades |

upon traight 75¢ hourly wage | 1t Was voted to I and Labor embly of Streator
on all runs outside of the subur-|MmOnthly meetings of and the I lle County

ban areas, plus lodging, wa ed | Drivers Unior n the both endorsed the }

for Minnesota. The union in each | MeXt meeting wil be |ber of unions are

city is to decide where the city | "ona on Sunday, Augus |strike headquarters

ale will end and the over- ad |11 & g v g up in the office of

sco'e will Dezln. Lockls ate to set- |G Wil b h- Id in St. Cloud. {Labor News. The m

£l the ity sid Yoad honss and no- | Miles Dunne N-med Chairman city council have

tify the state chairman of the de In the balloting for ¢ * chair- | dorsed the strike

clatoms {man, Miles Dunne, secretary-treas- |telegrams of protest to Roosevelt

State Over-Road Locals WPA Strike

No, This Isn’t the Second World War Aoyl

v

This is just Mayor Leach's police giving the | Attorney General Murphy and President Roosevelt,

with their “You can’t strike” talk and the inflam-
matory statements about

Six

armored cars spewing forth tear gas and bullets

lead at the WPA sewing project Friday night.
the blame, as must the WPA administrators, Glotz-

bach and Harrington, who asked for the police and
complained because the police were not
encugh with the pickets.

Police Sergeant John Albright,

charged the unarmed picket line repeatedly and sovale
when the smoke cleared away, one picket was dead
and seventeen were seriously emough injured to re-
quire hospitalization, including a small boy and girl

Leach isn't the only one who must bear the
responsibility for Fnday . murdmul pohce attack.

infamous for

sulted in the deaths of Ness and Belor, was in
charge Friday night,

Continues

Name Dunne Chairman e
In Illinois

Delegates from General Drivers unic

lurer of the Minneapolis Teamsters |and Congress.

Higher Scale for ITO

until October 24th, 1939, after Willmar are now affiliated with (h«‘J Joint Council was elected. Seven hundred 403's are expect-
which another wage cut, bringing | Minneapolis Council. Out of cour-| The Sunday conference agreed| Each of the three Teamsters |ed today. Strikers have been in-
the scale for warehousemen down |tesy and friendship for the nv\\'!th:n a higher scale was due in-|Joint Councils in the state—St. |structed to turn them into head
would have gone into |affiliates the Minneapolis Joint :dvpt‘ndo‘rn truck owners operating | Paul, Duluth and Minneapolis quarters where they will be pasted
Council will meet from time to |over the road. Each union in the [will elect its own delegate to the |on placards and carried in a pa-

A Matter of $265.20 time in the three out-s.ate cities. Cincinnati conference. lr.uin to be held this week.

The difference between what the

Stassen commission recommended
and what the union won through
its independent negotiatons with

the employers amounts to $2.566 a
$132.60 a year, or
$2656.20 for the two-year period.
Back Pay
In addition to this, the men are
to receive back pay from June
1st, 1939, to the present, the con
tract heing retroactive to June 1st.
Paid Vacations

week, or

P R e
l)(‘ spite the most wholesale cam-
that the
has undertaken in the memory of
the fact re-

paign of lies boss press

oldtime labor leaders,

Whereas the Stassen commis- [ Mmains that the nation-wide WPA
sion tried to argue against paid |strike began its third week Wed-
vacations for the union members, nesday with more men out on

strike than at any time since the
strike began July 5. The few small

the new transfer agreement pro-
vides for a week’s paid \'.u‘:\tion

for all employees of 2 years’ stand- defections from the ranks in some
ing. The exact wording of the |communities was more than wiped
clause, section 38, is as follows: [out by the heavy battalions that

marched on the battlefield in New
Jersey and Pennsylvania.

Led by New York and Minne-
sota, strike lines were holding
solid in practically every commu-
nity affected by the strike.

Briefly here is the picture from
a few scattered points as it pre-
sented itself at press time:

Rochester, New York—All pro-

“All employees on the seniority
list for two years or longer who
have been employed for 40 full
weeks or the equivalent in hours,
during each of the last two years,
shall be given gix consecutive days’
vacation with pay in advance.”

The new union agreement in the
transfer industry constitutes a
brilliant victory for Local 544.

state is to find out from its ITO
]

Nation’s Bulldm ‘Trades Unions Hold
WPA Strike Firm Throughout U. S.

jects closed down as a result of [closed down. On the cast hangar h ted with over one thousand
militant picketing. The upstate [no one at all was employed lh !pu kets active in seeing the pro
WPA director, Herzog, has worked [spite WPA administration claims | ject remains closed Ten other
with the national administration to |that the project was operating at |projects in the suburbs of St. Louis
bring in the Federal Bureau of In- |75 per cent efficiency, the tour of |are also closed
vestigation in an attempt to smear | inspection found the place almost| Philadelphia—Twenty-five thou
the strike and frighten strikers. |deserted, only 87 men were on |sand members of the Pennsylvani
New York City—The Building [the job and that only after WPA | Building Trades Council, after an
Trades Council states it is “a|had shifted all night men to the |overwhelming affirmative vote
strike to the finish.” When WPA |daytime shift. ‘ tarted their strike last Friday
Administrator Colonel Somervell The Unemployed and Project [The strike was reported in good
denied the walkout was eftective, | Workers Union is making headway |shape at press time.
the unions accepted the gauge of |in organizing the unskilled work Toledo The Ohio Building
battle and issued an invitation to lers on the project. | Trades Council, with 40,000 of it
the entire press for a tour of the The unions are organizing a tre 1.:Hu,mm members working or
projects. The chief spot in d mendous mass demonstration in | WPA, has instructed members on
pute was the North Beach Airport, |front of the WPA office for Thurs- | WPA to strike and STAY OUT un
largest WPA construction project |day. til Congress repeals the provision
in the country, employing 23,000 Chicago—The boss press report- | of the relief bill.
men. The union certainly made [ed 15,723 out in Illinois, with the Akron—Fifteen thousand mem
a liar out of Somervell, for the |walkout growing. bers of the Tri-County Building
news reporters had to agree that St. Louis—Work at the large | Trades Couneil out and the strike
the project was almost completely |Scott Field project is completely |is going strong.

“racketeering” must share |

leading the murderous attack in 1934 which re-|

% E Friday
|

)

All Projects Closed After Tension Following Police At-
tack on Picket Lines Friday Night—Mass Funeral
Given Emil Bergstrom, Murdered Picket—Joint Ac-
tion Committee Demands 5-Day Dismissal Clause Be
Revoked—Presses Demands for Relief on Welfare
Board, City Council—Leach Calls for U. S. Army,
Gets Turned Down

Against the background of a growing international
war crisis and the open hostility of the administration
towards the nation-wide WPA strike, WPA workers in
Minneapolis continued to hold their lines firm during the
past seven-day period, a period marked by the murderous
police attack on the picket lines last Friday night at the
WPA sewing project, the opening of negotiations between

the Joint Strike Comn e and¥—

Glotzt and the mass funeral | gates from the AFL, CIO and un-
Tuesday afternoon of Emil Berg- |en ployed, comprising the entire la-
strom, 60-year-old worker mur-|bor movement of Minneapolis,
Uived by thie Dol rd the report of the WPA

Joint Action Committee, and pass-
resolution placing responsi-
y for the present WI'A situa-
directly upon the Works
'ts Administration, national,
- and local, as well as upon
the immediate perpetrators of the
wounding and killing Friday—
Leach and his police.

The week-end,

Other developme
hectic

week were t

cold and rainy,

| Adn ator Glotzbach, backed |Was not without its comic inter-
ip by Harrington and supported |ludes. Leach wired Colonel Har-
by the statements from Murphy |Fington, national WPA administra-
and Roosevelt against the strike tor, that Minneapolis was “rapid-

appealed to Minneapolis police to |!¥ @Pproaching a revolution.” He
keep the projects open. Despite r(mnded one of the Citizens Al-
headlines in the boss press that the liance in 1934 who kept repeating
| police had succeeded, the fact re- |that the General Drivers Union's
|mained that almost mo projects demand for 42% ¢ an hour was the
| were operating in Minneapolis fame as communism.

noon a handful of | Man With the Long Tongue

The second big laugh was pro-
vided by David Lasser, president
of the Workers Alliance of Amer-
lica, the man who bas developed
an 18-inch tongne by constantly
1 g the boots of the national

women finks, misled by boss prop- |
agandz, were escorted through the |
line at the WPA sewing pro-
ects upon which the Joint Aec-
tion Committee had concentrated

s forces. In

a provocative move
the police unloosed a barrage of |ad stration.
tear gas against the unarmed| Lasser hove into town in a cliud
picket lof dust Sunday, issuing press

| statements right and left that the
{ Minneapolis strike should be end-
ed. Lasser even proposed that the
| Workers Alliance nationally call

Ruling Class Violence

Friday night at 7 p. m. when

shift

the second » out of the

sewing project Sergeant .
J' 2 i,',’ v g o of “.e off its one-day protest called for
ohn Albri charge of the | . |
AF “Weg it {July 20th, more than two weeks
~ .ven B the ne | . :
: . . |after the strike started. It is
issued forth from the build- |
the Saliis ondubd B il |understood that both Chester
S ‘ . Watson and Kristen Svanum,

ar gas and later |
3 vi bu . When
the gas cleared away, one picket,
Emil Bergstrom, was found dead,
through the forehead, and
y enough |
hospitaliza-

crowd, first wi
| with riot gu

\\ orkers Alliance heads in Minne-
ta, votud against Lasser’s plans.
r left Minneapolis as hur-
riedly as he arrived.

A pouring rain halted Sunday
night's scheduled mass meetings at

hot

seventeen s seriou

wounded to require

g the Parade Grounds in Minne-
on. -
o polis and the capitol steps
Many eye-witnesses to the police |, e e
' a Paul.
attack have testified that the po- .
. . Program for Strike
lice behaved like madmen. Insane :
Monday morning the sub-com-

with fear they fired blindly into
the crowd, wounding a little boy
and little girl. Some of the te
money of the witnesses is publish-
»d elsewhere in this
Leach Howls for Army
Finding himself on the spot as

mittee from the Joint Action Com-
mittee met Glotzbach and dis-
cussed terms upon which the walk-
out might end. The strike leaders
advanced a program calling for the
rescinding of all 403’s; no repris-
striker; the Build-

sti-

1ssue.

als against any

responsible head of the Minneapo- |ing Trades unions to remain on
lis police, Mayor Leach rushed |strike until they receive union
back from the army camp where |wages; all projects requiring skill-

he was staying and spoke over the
radio, stating the WPA strike was
he affair of the national
ration and that they
n federal troops
ind order.”

As a wave of re

ed labor to remain closed until
the prevailing wage ciause is re-
introduced; the Building Trades
to retain the right to picket pro-
law | jects using fink labor.

the program around
negotiations revolved

adminis-
¢hould send
to preserve *
This is

entment against |which the

the police and the WPA adminis- Monday morning and again Tues-
ration swept the city at news of |day evening.
he murderous attack of the po- Monday night a mass meeting

ice on unarmed pickets and peace-
ful bystanders, Glotzbach an-
nounced all WPA projects in Min-

attended by five thousand was
held at the Parade Grounds and
on a voice vote the strikers agreed

neapolis would remain closed in- [to the above demands. Speakers

lefinitely. included Walter Frank, Watson,
Saturday morning  Governor | Max Geldman, van Nordstrand,

Staszen vertured to dabble in the Boerbach and Peter Murck.

trike to the extent of broadcast- Frank arned against frame-

g an invitation to labor leaders
to meet with him at the capitol.
I'he strike’s Joint Action Commit-
tee met at the Minneapolis Central
Labor Saturday and
of six l"l|

ups that may be attempted by the
FBI, condemned “Mayor
Leach’s stupid brutal policies.” He
lashed out at Harrington and “his
superior” for their provocative
attitude, and presented the pro-

and

Union early
lesignated a committee

ee Stassen. On the committee | gram on which negotiations are be-

were Roy Weir, Walter Frank, |i,. carried on with Glotzbach.

Peter Murck, Max Geldman, Joe | watson gave as his opinion that

van Nordstrand and Chester Wat- | «ho WPA administration has lost

son. its head in this situation.” He

Place Responsibility for Shooting i}ul\m';l(('d that five million more
On Saturday afternoon, dele- (Continued on puge 2)
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5M Cont tg Picket Gives | | A Projects Shut Tight in trikers
ore Lontitracts 3 | ” 4 d
Version of Sty City as Strlkers Negotiate | Victimize
Scissorbill Sam,
»
on OoCa Shootln The Boss’s Man Guntonnd o 1000 15 L pay thele ask respocts 0. fho By Courts
letters and postcard "' sent 10! g.len Bergstrom. Following fu
Washington, and blamed the re- " neral orations both inside the hall p | el I
George '\v""“'l - “f the WPA lief mess on “Tory Democrats |y,4 outside in the street, the cor e § el ‘: s “}!:,‘ y “;
While eontinui to bear down on the transfer bosses, pickets gassed so badly he had and Republicans.” ce moved lowly to the spot in d w‘ ‘,, . { 45t ‘|u yugh .\;u
the General Drive Ul Local 544 negotiators made 4o be treated at General Hospital, The insolent WPA strikers are biting the hand that Max Geldman in his talk placed ¢+ of 128 North Second street clubbed by police ¥riday night,
rains in many sectors during the pa week. New working told about the butchery by the feeds them. They ought to be down on their knees thank- responsibility for the Friday po-|.y.re Bergstrom was slain by the vas Turthe victimized in Judge
sy i ¢ 2 4 . {ustry il . E wE ing God that Congress gave them what it did. Don’'t they llice attack i 1l n Leach | " $ Wright's court Tuesday morning
agreements were | with the sand and gravel industry, cops Friday night at the sewing | 3 ? I | lice attac directly upon Leach|.lice then past the Drivers hall
}r et lumber know times are hard? I abd hia ol it sham 1atl th | Y by bein ced to the work
the wholesale plumi g 8§ pl ouses, uImbe project. || vl " 8, &N - - ‘I ind out o Cr L "ne ¢« ! e ¢ When P
industry, and contracts ere ecady lor m tne ‘The cops were responsible for | 1 Ao ot SR J|blame for the WPA situation d [ter Caimstvain 4 " od by 1 u -‘ 1 1“ . When 5.4'1' n:n
cav ; + il " The ickets hadn't made a|- = | rectly at the dooor of Colonel Har- | . Qo Mi Al nd ciubbe y the police, he grab
ex oo By i ¥ - It I ‘\\ .A.‘ hay lt bee lwy‘;‘f"".,‘ | . l‘”l,_"“uu and the WPA poliey [y " x | gy ‘ : den. All|bed blindly upport and
”'l' y ‘ ['urn in 544 | )ty «il‘h g s 544 MODS l 'p | b police, frenzied and ir Dol s 2y : tched | en Edward Knut
¢ . . B s aad Al N | I we ha een a » us 4 | " p ’ . - I . Y ne ! 1 . hiv s N
e e Picnic Tickets |or guns like they were. But when | = %7 s t With the 8 |sane, shot crazily into the ¢ itation, and finally, a) P |
§ 1 . L e n is standing empty-hand- | 1 b 2 |How did ct to « 4 haad e cops dragge eterson by
: AN ave a2 peven, s snaine emaiv st | Citizen Clu Dairy Workers § ... v o e wight he. subcommit- | e feet o the patrol wagon, and
¢ ted q 2 = o 2ot} y | 1 1 him Knutson later came
wol ! ; hey had to fire at us and throw l % d g |girls? . « . Both Richard te tke I ain met I
I W ) et tear gas bomb Glotzbach asked for this pe 1w o1 i rOLTE to ) his ¢ oreeq eterso 0
( . I ' Take ca % | Glotzbach asked | ¢ a ; f | Peterson t
tract emt i ) Heen 1B . . . , 2 protection, rememt and com- | wrd v settlement was made ¢ him a dollar, then tore Pe
t I 4 . l “l don't know what this Every so often Local 544’s nine WW plained because the cop eren't | en is to communic the " nirt I struck him
4 rs of | go Ay country is coming to. They'll ip].‘ ks on all cylinders and looks as By George Bergquist brutal enough . . . Harringtor | " diiazds 't B 0 i‘ r picke idney A ‘I‘.m\
me . K But| have us all claves in another {out of place in the city league a It has always been hard to un- |not criticized Glot I land  “possibly - the 1 ye d, unempl yed
’ z six montha, the Yanke look in & m”.lll l‘:,..‘ lerstand the "“'Hunn-w\" that in- | "¢ Atbesnay Gansral Mug |' “ 1 Buile | i repres . ‘ ‘x“ “‘;' » ‘1’“
\ . A |The »s had one of those ds “ ending that th a rach ‘ 1 3 vhen police te
& e nt off r Y y ‘l. ' wilt 1d : ‘?\ duced one member of Local 471 to & i { 3 0 work d t | gt
” | Have 3 of count ol 5. > rday, mopped the feld WIthY o . ) the customers of his brother [' U RS e ‘ uld ever work on WPA e £ 1} e
0 24 : . B { 1 w anding Ju w Citizens Club, 27-1, and won bl Ab thnss e’ B l £60.50 a month be in on a racke . ‘& he pre < ows of the ng
be . | .l“l July 1 ; rees § the s ‘ undisputed leadership in the Com i : ~Ah:xs lqu;l pre ‘_‘]'i u«i‘ The loudest appla of the ¢ | " -
same week I'd bere since 5 o' ercial League e e A greeted Geldman Fogr L it ! that should be
A} y r. The WPA While Hanson Crandall Fi \(.op The evil has grown |als0 placed Roose elt to bla r rilled wotke The J A : o all those inter
o TJ 4 I was just were holding € ns t four | © . g R th it of the yel 4 16 eservation of «
: : ‘ 5 n th \n\vur when the Py M,M.H‘ - ‘l Ty sy vith the industry and therefore {the 1} ')‘" { L < “‘ ’} " ( ee ha i ) g : I, f ,\ |
e 1 me hit ¢ e ; Sasnerng yic “‘lll .nnot be eliminated at once. At/ l‘”‘; evelt waw 2 : . . " nt of the st » : e p :
I . . . e A by I “- ‘ | knocking lll}c‘ cover \-ﬂ; ll:;: ba we . oun’ worl® along ‘on a |PhY ‘K. itlav / ,\.. I I W Rl : ‘ ninat ; ‘ "\‘. ' _;,)“.
t ) | 20— - oy S0 ek k" e lnx. “k l”;lh code of ethies which will better | "' the ; : - . I n : s ’L” \
. nng | batting order each got at least , . are | Violence ! L A ( - v
- X s e cnll fas i o by - o : " |conditions. First, when you are \ \
e . - g (\‘\‘]; Ur) ’f.\ »l ™ | three h.‘(" with Masologites and after new customers, get them How ca: . , ! 1 1 1 } 1! \” ?:
red telling 3 there was no cuse | g P r fo . e outlawed? The real out are | | har {
— : Do 1 Te g odd getting four. H " from the fellow who has a b h PEREON 1 v y W ' ’
By the A\ A it : ¢l Fri dav night Jack Herman too route, instead of your brother who |the bankers, :
come i i before the women came out of |4he Teamios to Mankato for their rolw-ahis to hold his own. So Jixty Families who control fu I Toint A P nfringement of
: } sy S barely able t Id his own. Sec- | 2
n :  [the sewing project the H~-"')“‘l’ first game under the lights, and | © 0Tl 0 T ow as to steal [try and control ¢ d ha ‘ primahs ‘ 22 1 Gats
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| |dine and Austin make a remark- could have prevented some killing

JOH NSTON

3025-29 Nicollet

Western Badge & Novelty Company

1838 CENTRAL AVE. N. E. l| A1l you brothers who have for |the WPA situation.
Bro. Johw'A Let} GR. 5166 ' . 6t 4l e R
: 2 v . & 0, these \ ears, considered

e ic v in i sonp ~A‘"'h.n<" USE GAS $T. PAUL, MINR Clifford Peterson, Funeral \»n)v l,-!v'r' “‘::‘;\uw:\ "'V‘n-' been de- Theme song of the unfair un-
.« . At Prices You Can Afford ¢ ) ! ; e s g o dertakers (when they think about
To Piy I'N Y U { all the Union Buttons used in Mignesota are Director moted to laborers. Oh, yeah? Local 918) “Pll be glad when

3 ! e y e - ocal 912): v

| Tel. | srprise 3650. No Tobll Charge. Russzell Peterson | sez 7 0. K., just ask Todd.
| by us. Tel. Enterp Toll Charge s Y@ b S0 1 | you're dead, you rascal you.”
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When I ply my needle, trowel or pick
I'm a decent Sheeney, Wop or#&h

But when I strike I'm a Bolshe
I'm Labor,

.

GENE LARSON
HAROLD SEAVEY

On Guard Against FBI Frame-ups

Organized labor in Minneapolis must put its guard
up immediately against possible frame-ups which may be
attempted by Attorney General 1tk Murphy’s stool
pigeons, formally known as the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation.

e

The role of Murphy and the FBI in the WPA strike |

to date has indeed been an utterly contemptible one, as
Thomas Murray, head of the New York Building Trades
Council, has pointed out. Murphy has issued several slan-
derous and infl: statements about “labor racket-

eering” and *“‘criminal racies the nation's
relief program.”

Murphy isn't the first labor-h * to talk Ions""l.\'. of
labor gangsterism in Minneap« ers will recall that

n the Associated
ly aided by the|
1 movement with |
solid front of |
nemies of union-

at the time of the mur
Industries and their d:
Communist Party,
the label of “]
organized labor shu
ism at that time.

So many rumors h:
to much more than j
strike in Minn
resist the fiist hostile n

Watch the FBI
ups.

hat the FBI is up
stigation of the WPA

Id be on the alert to
nst the union movement.

On guard against frame-
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Roosevelt’s Doublecross

(We reprint below excerpts from an editorial appearing in last week's St.
Paul Union Advocate, entitied “Ancother Political Doublecross.” Since the ed-
itorial was written Roosevelt has moved even further against the unemployed and
the union movement by supporting Attorney Generul Murphy's statement “You
can't strike against the government.”)

The blunt s ment of Pr
that he was not opposed to the s
and is definitely opposed to ti
vailing wage relieves Labor of

place responsi h

on political ir
knows that i
wage scale for
ished.

At first there was a disposition on the part of many
labor leaders to believe that it was Congress—that reac-
tionary Congress—which undertook to establish a federal
yardstick of wages by whicl industry could gauge
its wage scales. Some le ved that Col. F. C.
Harrington, head of the WPA, in league with the
economy bloc. They forgot that Harrington was a personal
appointee of Mr, Roosevelt ; that Mr. Roosevelt has seldom
blundered by appointing executives out of sympathy with
his own policies. They evidently forgot that not once
during the hearings on the WPA measure did Mr. Roose-
velt as much as shake a finger at Mr. Harrington as he
argued against the prevailing wage scale and demanded
the substitution of the so-called security wage.

Now Labor knows that it has suffered another po-
litical doublecross; that the Pre :nt is definitely aligned
against Labor; that it was his wish and his will that
prompted Congress to completely reverse the administra-
tion’s Labor policy—and that from now on Labor can look
for few crumbs under the table of the New Deal . ..

Labor knows that governmental blessing on starvation
wages raises havoc with the established standards of liv-
ing. During the NRA—when Mr. Roosevelt permitted the
various industries to establish their own codes—the mini-
mum wage became the maximum wage. The present wage
and hour law has established a minimum wage of 25
cents an hour—and that is the maximum wage in many
industries. If the New Deal can make the “security wage”
the prevailing wage, then private industry will take full
advantage of its opportunity to destroy the established
standards of organized labor.

sevelt Tuesday
“security wage”
restoration of the pre-
necessity of trying to
actment of Congress
ite House. Labor now

that the prevailing
lled workers on WPA projects be abol-

.
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oosevelt's w
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The New Transfer Agreement

The clear-cut superiority of the agreement just
reached between Local 544 and the Minneapolis Transfer-
men’s Association, over the proposed settlement which
Stassen’s three-man commission tried to put over on the
union, should give every worker pause for deep thought.

The Stassen commission had proposed that the union
accept a wage cut. Instead, the union won a shortening of
weekly hours and the maintenance of the weekly wage.

The Stassen commission had recommended that the
union go back without paid vacations. Instead, the union
has won a week's vacation with pay in advance for every
worker with two year’s seniority.

The Stassen commission had recommended that the
union forget about the wage cut some of its members had
received. Instead, the union won back pay for its mem-
bers from June 1st.

Joseph Ball, columnist on the St. Paul Pioneer Press
and Stassen’s mouthpiece, tried to argue Tuesday that the
agreement won by the union “was substantially the same”
as that recommended by Stasens’s commission., Not quite
so fast, Mr. Ball. There is the small matter of $265.20
for each worker, plus paid vacations, plus the fact that
the union was able to maintain the principle that weekly
wages will be maintained despite a cut in weekly hours,
that you have overlooked.

The valuable lesson to learn from this experience is
that a strong progressive union can ALWAYS get a better
deal when it depends only upon its own strength, than it
could if it accepted the recommendation of any commission
appointed by a governor or any other boss-minded indivi-
dual. Such a commission will ALWAYS bat againsi the
workers,

The Joker in the Deck

]
|
3
35
. . .
On the Minnesota WPA Picket Line
More than twenty-five hundred| armed and naturally they re- bringing the Minneapo rk
workers attended the public ser-| sented this murderous at- wck b
vices f fallen brother, Emil| tempt. and ) tr
y afternoon at . * . n v great show r
nion. It was I orr a( worker only 34 fink
e to this 60-year-old | n ker ir red then by &g
a martyr to police | | I t be gh the picket lir At
He was buried at Crys- paper ti We River ) W
cemetery, where lie Ness it ¢ finisk 199
Belor with whom he will be W ind F * * .
forever enshrined in the hearts of ick A fink at the sewing pro
the toilers. ject threw glass at one of the
® - e . . . pickets Friday morning in an
Strikers took over traffic Fully 7.000 attended the attempt to slash the picket.
duties in front of the CLU mass meeting last Wednesday . * .
ball on Eighth street during at the Parade. The WPA administration and
the funeral . . . e boss press has to . ar
® ® ® The North Central Distr th rike bega
Despite the damp weather 5,000 | Council of Federal Workers Se th es. Fo
WPA strikers and sympathizers | tions has got all of w m W A oy nd tha
showed up for Monday night's| consin tied up tight. Lthe strikers as ept awa)
mass meeting at the Pa . . . f; b o
Grounds. A better loud-speaking It sure sounded good to
system together with light or hear Karl Kuehn's voice come | ’
the speakers’ stand made the pro- over KSTP last Tuesday night ; d t
gram more enjoyable. advocating that Congress en- ’ ‘ r |
& . » act new legislation giving | and on the picket line
In Sunday’s pouring rain every able-bodied unemployed | . . .
over one hundred cars full person a job at union wages, ] Ask yourself this question:
of strikers came down to the hours and conditions — that | “Why does Roosevelt sudden-
Parade for the meeting. At the idle factories be opened | ly turn on the unemployed
7:30 word came from the and operated under union | and the union movement so
Building Trades Council that control-—that all war funds viciously when it would have
the meeting had been post- be turned over to the unem- ‘ been possible for him to con-
poned to Monday. ployed — and that Congress | tinue his pretense that it was
. ’ . enact a twenty billion dollar | all Congress’s fault about the
The fascist Silver Shirts have public works and housing | new relief bill?”
organized a group among WPA program. ] - » ¢
workers on the University of Min- . . . Many leading union heads be
nesota campus. Last Wednesday The Organizer receis - lieve that the explanation lies in

when WPA pickets went over to|
the U, Phillip Slaughter, one of |
the fascists, pulled a 14-inch hunt- |
ing knife and stabbed two pickets, |
Myron Phillips and Lester Warh-:
ter. You can bet your boots the|
G-men won't investigate this of-|
fense, because it was against the |
strikers.
. v =
How true was labor’s in-
stincts when it raised the cry,
at the time the G-men were
formed, that some day they
would be used against organ-
ized labor. Today on a nation-
wide scale this very thing is
happening in the WPA strike.
The FBI is being sent into all
where the strike

communiti

is effective.
. - L

For the first time since 1933
the St. Paul Pioneer Press, tradi
tional reactionary sheet, finds it-
self praising the President for his
“firm stand” against the unem-
ployed.

Hearst's financial editor at.
tributes the rise in the stock
market to the glee with which
big business is welcoming the
administration's new openly

anti-labor stand.
. - -

Thursday morning at 8:30 a
cop came up to a group of pick-
ets at Kverett school, pulled a
gun and started waving it at the
pickets, yelling: “I'm going to kill
a couple of you. I hate WPA
workers anyway. And I haven't
forgotten what you did in 1934.”

The cops’ number is 470, This
is the fourth cop known to have
threatened WPA strikers with
death,

. s ¥
As is their custom, none of
the boss papers told WHY the
pickets were outraged at the
behavior of the fink Frank

Fischer last Wednesday.

Fischer tried to stab a pick-
et with a sharp, heavy screw-

requests for strike bulletir a
result of Kuehn's annour ent
that they were available.

. * *

Orchids to drummers Sher-
man and Steinhauser, who re-
fused to play with the WPA
symphonic band at the concert
at Lake Harriet last week.

. B .

The papers tell us Colonel Har-
rington is “hard as nails.” The
Colonel's been in the army too

long, we think. He isn’t used to
having the rank and file in a posi-
tion to talk back. But th one
time he's going to get told off
His friends call him Pinky but the
strikers have a better name for
him,
. . *
WPA  Adult Education

teachers voted not to strike.

So the Workers Education
teachers, which voted to
strike, picketed the Adult Ed-
ucation teachers last week.
And three Adult Education
teachers refused to go

through the line.
- . -

Squads of youth and women
took to the streets last Friday with
the Special WPA Strike Bulletin
issued by the Northwest Organizer.
Over $100 was raised by the sal¢

men.
. . .

G-MEN GET INVESTIGATED

When the Gmen came to
town with a lot of fanfare
about “investigating the WPA
strike,” the Joint Action Com-
mittee accused the FBI of
conducting a campaign of in-
timidation against WPA
workers. The Committee im-
mediately appointed a sub-
committee to investigate the
G-men!

L » *

The WPA administration and
the cops sure flopped last Thurs-
day and Friday when they an-
nounced they would use the West

driver. The pickets were un-

River job in Minneapolis “as a key

the closeness of war. That Roose
velt knows war is 20 near that he
| no longer thinks it necessary to
| maintain the pretense that he i
%:n friend of Labor. That he know
he'll have the country under a

hort
won't make any

military dictatorship in a

time and then it

difference what organized labor
thinks of him.
. . L

By September 1st, accord-
Harrington, 31

ing to per
cent of the WPA workers
will be fired anyway.

. * *
In addition 650,000 are to be

dropped under the 18-months’ pro-
vision,
L L -

Also on September 1st an-
other provision of the Roose-
velt-Woodrum bill will go into
effect: the ending of the
differential in wages hetween
North and South. The aver-
age monthly WPA wage in
the South is $19. The same
starvation standard, or some-
thing close to it, will be trans-
erred to the North. It it not

a pretty prospect to face.
. . L

A reading of the nation’s labor
press indicates that the entire
union movement, AFL and CI10, is
now thoroughly aroused at the
threat against living standards
which the new relief bill consti-
tutes.

- L L
About a dozen workers sent
in clippings of David Lasser's
press statement that the

Workers Alliance membership

“is composed of men and wo-

men who love and admire our

great president, Franklin D.

Roosevelt, and when we

speak, it is not as enemies

but as friends of the new
deal.”

A typical comment came
from one striker: “Prostitute

David Lasser is on his way

to Minnesota on orders from 2

Mortuaries
Begin to
Sign up

Apparently members of the Min-
neapolis Undertakers Association
are beginning to see the justice

of the Private Chaffeurs Union
Local 912’s insistence that they

sign with the union.

Latest to sign was the Henry
Anderson Mortuary at 1839 East
Lake street. Jerry Cremers,
busines agent of Locsal 912,
stated Tuesday that more than a
dozen mortuaries have signed up
during the past few weeks, and
that many more are t‘\p«-rhwl to
sign before the end of the month.
Many working class families
have phoned Local 912 for the
list of union mortuaries.

Teamsters Council
In Toledo to Hold
Huge Celebration

The Teamsters Joint Council
No. 44 of Toledo will hold a huge
festival September 2nd at the Tri
ballroom in

anon commemm “va

tion of the achievements of or
ganized labor since 1934. Prizes
ranging from watches to autos will
be given away. All the unions of
the Council are joining together in
the celebration

the President to put a damp-
er on the WPA strike . . . |
cannot understand why AFL
and ClO labor leaders allow
themselves to associate with
a mongrel like Lasser.”

Other
printable but funay.

comments were un-

When 1 403 1 1 4037 Work
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th wing sewritt
not W 103 Any mar
" ne to k. whether 403’d or
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ng vo
'k r v from
NOT ted by a
riker
. . *

You've missed something in
boss journalism if you haven't

b4 On the
National
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Line

* 000

(Continued from page 1)

prepared, without any doubt, to
again bring all the férces of op-
pression to bear upon the work-
ers if they strike. The fortunes
of the Armours, the Swifts, the
Wilsons and the Cudahy's are
founded on the living death of
their workers.
* * .

Until now the workers
have not found a vehicle on
which they could ride to vic-
tory. It is different today—
they are organized industrial-
ly and THEY CAN WIN IF—

- » L
They realize that it is only their
own united, organized strength
upon which they can depend.
* . .

They watch carefully lest
their leadership—shot through
with does not
scuttle the strike by depend-
ing upon the “belcved presi-
dent” and his fake boards and
agencies to win for them what

Stalinists —

actually only the united in-
vincible strength of the work-
ers themselves can win.

*

THE WORKERS HAVE THE

Liner Anderson,
I'TO Member, Killed

Members of 544's Independent

I'ruck Owners Section sorrowed
Wednesday morning when they
learned that Liner Anderson, 1T0
e had been k 1 in an
al cident at Richfield The
\ happened Tuesday night
Ar on lived at 2000 East 34th
, and was a con ntious un

on member

STRENGTH I'o WIN THIS|
FIGHT THEY MUST USH
THAT STRENGTH

2-Year-Old
Lund Strike
May End .

Two years and four months is
a long time for a union to wait
for justice, and yet it appeared
likely today that the struggle of
the Woodenware Workers Union
Local 20481 against the C. A.
Lund company and the Northland
Ski company was finally approach-
ing a measure of justice for some
of the workers who went out on
strike March 26th, 1937.

On July 12th attorneys Brill
and Maslon, acting for C. A.
Lund, wrote to Local 20481 in-
forming the wunion that Lund
meant to comply with the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board order
to the extent of offering to rein-
state those of his employees who
were invglved in the strike, with-
out prejudice to their seniority or
rights.

The company has already sent
out letters to ten of the strikers
at the C. A. Lund company in
Hastings, Minnesota, offering them
employment in their former posi-
if they accept within ten

~ —

tions
days.

For eleven other strikers, how-
ever, the company for one reason
refusing to offer
them their old positions.

John Janosco, secretary-treasur-
er of Local 20481, who has carried
{on uch a stubborn fight for the
fstrikers, immediately notified
jl,mni' attorneys the company's
|reasons for refusing employment

or another is

|to five of the strikers were unsat-
| to the union and asked
[that these five cases be taken up
The
fied the ten workers receiving of-

fer

isfactory

individually union has noti-
of employment to report to

work immediately

Card of Thanks
I'o Local H44:

Words cannot our ap-
preciation and gratitude for your
|expression of sympathy
' MRS, BIERBAUM and family

expre

UNION MEETING

SCHEDULE

read the Chicago Tribune's
descriptions of the WPA
strike in Minneapolis. In its

insane drivel against the Min-
neapolis strikers, the Chicago
Trib has even gone so far as
to get a Chicago doctor to
issue a statement that Gearty,
the cop, couldn’t have died of
sclerosis but was

killed by pickets. This is what
you diagnosis-by-long-

coronary

call
distance
. . .
Here is the te
“I have
like
Last nig of u
n a parked car a block and a half
the se An old
man wa home
any

timony of a wo
man who say

thing this before
t five

near

were gitting

from wing center
lowly walking

He

with

didn’t have
the
itly intere
An armored car drove up behind
the old man and cornered him
against a car, Then they hurled
bomb at him, smashing
it against his temple. The bomb
went off, the man's face was cov
ered with white powder, his eye

from work.

thing to do strike

wasn't appar ted in it

v tear ga

were all red and close/d and he was
dazed and staggering around. It
was horrible. I never any-
thing like it. 1 called radio
tation WDGY and them
about it

aw
the
told

only took new

pers.

from the newspa

. B .
Here is the testimony from
“I and my
son-in-law were right in front
of this old man when the cop
shot All  the police
seemed wild that night. The
old man didn’t have a club or
a gun, of course. None of
the pickets did. He wasn't do-
ing anything, only standing
there, The policeman looked
at him quite a while, pulled
out his gun, levelled it at his
head and fired. The bullet
went right in the forehead.
My son-in-law ran up to help.
When he saw the man was
badly hurt, he called to the
cop to stop and help him. The
cop only started aiming at my
son-in-law, and would have
shot him too oanly we hoth
ran. The old man must have
died right away.”
L » L
Here is the testimony of a by-
stander who saw the 14-year-old
boy Lynn Thompson, who was shot
in the hand: “Right in the middle
of the shooting this little boy start-
ed screaming and holding his hand.
Blood was running down his fin-
gers, and he was yelling at the top
of his lungs, running around terri-
fied. Several of us appealed to the
police to stop shooting and take
him to the hospital, but they only
swore and told us to get the hell

another woman:

him,

out of there.

never been |

and |

but they told me they |

" LOCAL 471 LOCAL 160
|| General Membership First| General Membership — Third
and 'tl rd Tuesdays each Thursday
month, 7 p. m Se ty B -
Girls’ Section—Second Tuesday ':;::7\” " W
each month( 7:30 p. m. Executive Board-—Every Tues-
day
LOCAL 131 Stewards—First Thursday

| 8 p. m., third-floor,

Second Thursday each month,

LOCAL 259

Second Monday of each month.

LOCAL 278
Tea and Coffee Drivers, Local
276, meets the first Friday

LOCAL 664
The City and Sanitary Driv

‘ LOCAL 1086

ers will meet the second and

fourth Thursday of each| LOCAL 1859
month. Park Board Grie-|Grievance Board-July 10, 24
vance Committee — Monday | Casket Section—July 11

| night preceding the last | General Membership—July 19,

meeting of the month.

The Retail Clerks Local 1086

of every month,

August 2

1859 Executive Board—Every
Friday night.

Twin City Stewards—July 10

Regular Membership Meeting—

rst Wednesday each month

will meet on the first and and 24

third Tuesdays of each

month.

PETROLEUM DRIVERS LOCAL 20481

Executive Board-July 10
General Membership—July 27

LOCAL 977
Monday each month, 9 p. m
Stewards—Fourth’ Monday,
day, 8
day, 9 p. m.

General Membership — Second

Grievance and Seniority Boards

9 Day Drivers—7:00 p. m., third
p. m.

Executive Board—Each Thurs-

p. m.
Lessee Section—Third Wednes-

LOCAL 988
‘| Night Drivers — 1:00 p« me
third Thursday each months

Thursday each month,

LOCAL 544

FEDERAL WORKERS

Stewards’ Meeting ~—
Wednesday, 8 p. m.

urday, 10:30 a. m.

Regular Membership Meeting—
Second Frida yeach month.
Every

Veterans Meeting—Every Sat-

JULY
Monday, July 3-—Package De-
livery, Department Store
Wednesday, July b-—Sausage,
Petroleum

Thursday, July 6—Greenhouse,
Independent Truck Owners

LOCAL 289

Thursday.

Refail Drivers—First Thursday.
Wholesale Drivers — Second

Yeast Drivers—Third Tuesday.
Cake and Pie—Third Thursday.
General Membership — Fourth

Friday, July 7—Job Stewards

Monday, July 10—General
Membership

Tuesday, July 11—Lumber

Wednesday, July 12-—Market,
Wholesale Paper, Wholesale
Liquor

Friday, July 14 -—Wholesale

g':a’(? ‘p. m,

Thursday.
LOCAL 348
Regular Membership Meeting

2nd Monday each month, 8:30
4th Monday each month,

Grocery, Meat Drivers
Sunday, July 16-—Over-the-
Road Drivers, 10 a. m.
Monday, July 17-—Furniture

Stores, Coal
Tuesday, July 18—Building

LOCAL 103
First Monday each month,
On call.

Regular Membership Meoeting—

Executive Committee Meeting

Material

Thursday, July 20—Tent and
Awning, Printing, News-
paper—10 a. m.

Friday, July 21—Job Stewards

PRIVATE CHAUFFEURS

month.

The Private Chauffeurs and
Helpers Local 912 meets the
first and third Tuesdays of each

Monday, July 24-Spring Water

Tuesday, July 256-Sand and
Gravel

Thursday, July 27 — Transfer
and Warehouse, Wholesale
Drug

LOCAL 221
Day Laborer Section — First
esday each month.
Independent Truck Owners Sec-
tion—Second Tuesday each

- LOCAL 359
'l‘nudn’z.— » e
mﬁ f?‘.ﬂlh

Executive Board —

Friday, July 28-—Cold Storage.

Seniority Committee meets
each Tuesday at 7 p. m. in Hall
No. 3.

Grievance Committee meets
each Tuesday and Friday at 7
p. m. in Local 544 office.

The Executive Board meets
each Wednesday at 10 a. m. in
the large hall on the first floor.
All regular meetings start at
8 p. m. unless otherwise indi-
cated, ‘
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