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Last week we talked about the
government’s drive to smash the
labor movement. This week let us
talk briefly about a program of ac-
tion under which Labor can fight
against its oppressors, and fight-
ing, WIN THE BATTLE.

- .

t .

First—We must have the
unification of the organized
movement. Too long have we
been separated into two war-
ving camps to satisfy the
whims and ambitions of a few
selfish old men.

. . .
Second—We must have close
unity and harmony betweer the

employed and the unemployed. We
are beth fighting the same enemy.
Every worker is a potential mem-
ber of the great army of the un-
emploved. And every unemployed
worker, left too long in his starva-
tion, is a potential member of a
great reservoir of labor which Big
Business is trying to build to break
the back of the organized labor
movement.

& =

And third—We must have
an independent political par-
ty, completely divorced from
the two boss parties; a party
which will be Labor’s own,
its voice and instrument with
which to carry the fight to its
logical conclusion — political
and economical control by the
producing classes.

-

*

*
A classic example of the kind of
politician which labor has had
foisted upon it through the years
is Mayor La Guardia of New York
City. He was elected as “labor’s
friend.” He has now cast aside his
smiling mask and is showing his
real character in his treatment of
the twenty-one thousand transport
workers in New York City.
Recently the City Fathers
purchased from the houses of
Rockerfeller and Morgan, the
two great transport lines, the
IRT and the BMT. On May 1,
the take
Three of the biggest elevated
systems will immediately be
wrecked, throwing more than
3,000 men out of work. The
Wall Street bankers will pro-
ft three ways by the transac-

city will control.

tion. They will net millions
from the sale, they will
tain much of the stock, and
their property, adjacent to the
three wrecked els, will be
greatly enhanced in value.

In addition La Guardia has
taken it upon himself to assist

re-

Big Business in its union-
wrecking campaign by

nouncing that he will abbro-

gate the present closed shop
contract between the IRT,
the BMT and the Transport

Workers Union.
- -

La Guardia has announced that
once he in control he
1. abolish the closed shop.

2. abolish the workers’ right to
strike against the city government.
organized and unor-
ganized workers alike.”

4. put the 3,000 displaced work
ers the Civil
list.

is will

3. “treat

on Service waiting

- - -

The
transport workers who make
up the Transport Workers
Union (Cl10) didn't like the
Little Flower's mandate. On
Monday, March 18, they
voted almost unanimously to
strike if he attempts to put

them into effect.
*

twenty-one thousand

A

On the same day, responding to
the tremendous pressure of both
the strike vote and aroused public
sentiment, the Mayor agreed to
meet with the union committee to
discuss their demands. John L.
Lewis, Sidney Hillman, and Mi-
cheal Quill went into conference

(Continued on page 4)

den bridge along the

Minneapolis. The Soward family

or trailers. The more fortunate fa

Water comes from a nearby spri

from a veterans' organization,
isn’t as bad as it looks,” he said

coal stove. The tent is banked
We're really not bad off.”

Above is Roy E. Soward, war veteran, who lives
with his wife and mother in a tent under the Cam-
Mississippi

fifty squatter families living on city property there.
A few live in tents, others in homemade shacks

of old cars, or doing handicraft work.

beneath the camp. There is no electricity or gas,
and the “houses” aren’t numbered.
Soward, shown above, gets coal now and then

. “We're located

right under the bridge, which makes it warmer.
We have a sand floor with linoleum on it, and a

Mrs.
“We really keep quite warm here. Why the day it
was 22 below, our goldfish didn’t even freeze in
his bowl.”

Soward

in North
is one of about

river

milies have some-

one on WPA. The others get along as best they
can, rummaging in nearby dumps for saleable parts

ng. A sewer runs thing.

Our place really

matters worse.

on the outside. with. The dirt

This leaves more money for food.

Mr. Nelson Shepherd, his wife and two small
daughters, live in a shack about eight feet square
above the Soward place.

These hLomeless Minneapolis “Okies” believe a
large-scale federal housing program would be a fine
But until such a program goes into effect,
they want to be let alone.
talk by business men and tenement owners of forc-
ing the Camden squatters to move off the city
property. These families don’t want to move, feel-
ing that whatever change is enforced will only make !26, is chairman of the Anti-Fas-

The shacks only cost them the boards to build

echoed her husband’'s sentiments.

There has been some

used to bank out the cold is free,

|
]

of

negotiations

|  Following a brief extension
the strifle deadline,
| between the Joint Laundry Driv
:m-\ Union Committee and the Min-
‘ laundry bosses were re-

That
sub-

neapolis
|sumed Tuesday afternoon.
morning employers had
mitted a counter-offer which failed
in all respects to meet the demands
of Local 131.

By agreement wi

the

th

conciliator,

both sides,
the Mr. Ander-
son, dropped out of the negotia-
tions on Tuesday. After some dis-
cussion Tuesday afternoon, it was
to against Wednes-

state

agreed meet

day aftermoon with a group of the |

Minneapolis employers.

[ Another the
Union Negotiating Committee and
the St. Paul employers has been
Friday 10

meeting between

set for at
1'.\'11‘l‘kA

Upon the outcome of the sche-

morning

lduled meetings will determine the
|action to be taken by the Minne-
apolis and St. Paul Laundry Driv-
Unions.

ers

| F—LA Veteréns
Protest WPA
Lay-Offs

A resolution protesting to Presi-
dent Roosevelt and WPA admin-
istrators against the proposed lay-
off of WPA workers on
April 1 adopted by the ex-
ecutive committee of the Veterans
Farmer-Labor club at its meeting
held last March 17th

The warns that
this contemplated lay-off is
sumated,
thousands

238,000

was

Sunday,
“if

con-

resolution

will

of

it not only deprive

war veterans and

their dependents of their mere se- |

curity, but in doing so, untold suf-
fering will be entailed and visited
upon those who served their coun-
try well in stress, who
now, on account of advancing age,
welcomed in private em-
| ployment, even if such could be
obtained.”

time of

are not

Laundry Drivers Agree}S e |
‘To New Meetings WithiDt].lg = |

Twin City Employers

.
1

800,000 WPA
‘Workers Face
The Ax

“About a third of the nation's
| WPA workers will be dismissed by
June 30th of this year,” Howard
Hunter, deputy WPA commission-
| er, stated in Kansas City last Fri-
day. Over 700,000 persons would
| be cut from the total of 2,300,000,
| beginning with 200,000 during
April, with sharper cuts thereafter.
The volls will be reduced to about
1,500,000 by the end of the pres-
ent fiscal year.

WPA officials in Washington
state the cut is necessary ‘“‘to keep
WPA within the Congressional ap-
propriation of $1,477,000,000 for
the current fiscal year.” That is
all that Roosevelt asked for relief
last year. In January Roosevelt
| asked for only $£1,000,000,000 for
the coming year. Hunter said “this
would mean a wholesale layoff of

{of the last worthwhile projects.”

Nobody has stated how the laid-
off WPA workers are going to live.
| Certainly there are mno jobs for
them in private industry.

70% of Youth
To Be Workers

“Seventy per cent of the
boys and girls who go to high
school are destined to become
manual workers,” Floyd W.
Reeves, director of the Ameri-
can Youth Commission, told a
conference in the nation’s capi-
tol last week.

The Commission is planning
to overhaul the school system,
which now produces too many
white collar workers.

That large proportion of
American vouth who has not
yet seen that its interests lie
with the working class might
well take Reeves’ statement to
heart. It is true that in the
United States today the youth
can rise only as the working

WPA workers and discontinuance |

class itself rises.

;Nash Finch

|

- |
lowa—Rejecting the |

Ottumwa,
unsatisfactory proposal of thci
|
|Nash Finch company to end the |

long strike of its drivers, the Ot-
tumwa Teamsters Union is digging
in to continue the fight until a

complete victory is won. {

The company’s offer, made two

| weeks ago, contained some points

acceptable to the union, but was
unsatisfactory on the all-important .
points of and job
security. The seniority clause °t'1

fered contained so many qualifica-
tions as to be meaningless. !

{
|
|

wages, hours

Finch calling for wage increases, |
sick benefits, vacations, time and |
one-half for overtime, etc. |

! The Ottumwa Trades & Labor |
| Assembly has endorsed the Ottum- |
{wa Organizer being published by |
Ithe Teamsters Union Local 388. |
| The Ottumwa Trades & Labor |
1A=~l'mhly has also gone on record |
?in a resolution demanding of Presi- |
|dent Roosevelt that he grant
utive clemency to all imprisoned
WPA strikers from Minneapolis.
{The resolution censures ‘“the ac-
{tion of the Department of Justice
{for the prosscution of these un-
| fortunate of circum- |
|stances,” and states the belief that l
i!'no strike prisoners “are guilty of |
|nothing except an attempt to de-
| fend their rights as American citi-
{zens, by the only means at their
'di\pmal. to a minimum standard
‘nf existence.”

exec- |

victims

'Food Workers |
'Union Dance
Friday Evening

The Food & Candy Workers
Union Local 21020 will hold a|
dance this Friday, March 29th, 8 |
p- m. at St. Joe’s Athletic club, |
Fifth street and 12th avenue N. |
A number of prizes are available.
Tickets are only 25¢ and all union- |
ists are cordially invited to attend. |

|

| the Hotel St.

now imprisoned.

Hundreds of relief workers
I-!ve signed the petitions, which
will shortly be forwarded to the

hite House.

Addressed ‘“‘to the President
of the United States, the peti-
tions read: We, the undersigned
WPA workers, persons on re-
lief and the unemployed of the
city of Minneapolis, Mi v
hereby respectfully urge the
granting of Executive Clemency
to the 14 persons involved in
the Minneapolis WPA strike

CLU Sponsors west Organizer on May 12, 1938.

Meeting on
Man’s Rights

A mass meeting on human rela-

tions, sponsored by the Anti-Fas- |
cist Committee of the Minneapolis |

Central Labor Union, will be held
next Thursday, April 4th, 8 p. m.
in the old East High auditorium,
4th street and Central avenue S.

E. Thomas Pierce of the Building
Service Employees Union Local

cist Committee. John Boscoe, pres-
ident of the Central Labor Union,
will preside.

The meeting is being held in co-
operation with the Minneapolis
Ruend Table of Christians and
Jews. The program will include
movie shorts, an invocation by the
Rev. Wendell, and talks by Paul
Dobson, Robley Cramer of the La-
bor Review, the Rev. C. P. Deems,
Rabbi Albert Gordon, the Rev.
Francis Gilligan, and Dr. Everett
R. Clinchy.

Inasmuch as the mass meeting
will be held in the building which
is being considered as a possible
Minneapolis Labor Temple, many
unionists are expected to use the
opportunity to look over the struc-
ture and gauge its possibilities as
a Labor Temple.

Alumni El;gof
Labor School to
Sponsor Dance

The Students Alumni Club of

Tickets are only 25¢ and union
members and friends are prom-

| ised at least two dollars worth ot'j

entertainment—dancing, cards, re-
freshments and prizes.

John Geary Is

Oine Affidavit to

Union is Disputed

Because the affidavit of Edward Oine that he was
hired by Frank J. Miller, personnel director of the North-
ern States Power company, to beat up William J. Heigel,

business agent of Local 160,

has been the subject of de-

' bate at the present hearing in the dispute between the
| Utility Workers Unions and the NSP company, we are
reprinting Oine’s affidavit just as it appeared in the North-

-

544 Suit to
Be Resumed
‘This Friday

The book suit against the Gen-
| eral Drivers Union will be resumed
| Friday morning, March 29th, in
| Judge Carroil’s courtroom. Origi-
Inally scheduled to resume Tues-
| day, the hearings were postponecd
{until Friday because Judge Car-
|roll was involved in other court
{work. John Goldie, one of Local
| 544’s attorneys, was also occupied
with the Utiilty Workers Union
| hearing concerning the Northern
States Power company.

The final chapter on the series{

{“Behind the 544 Suit” appears on
'page four. The series of articles
on the fink suit will be published
soon in pamphlet form.

;'Vic Nicholas,
'WPA Defendant,

'Gets 6 Months

Victor Nicholas. last of the
| WPA strike defendants, was sen-

|tenced Saturday to six months in |

{Sandstone or “a similar institu-
tion of correction” by Federal
| Judge Joyce.

Vie, a FWS steward, was picked
{up by state authorities as a result
|of his activities during the strike,
|and returned to St. Cloud from
! which he had been released on a
|commutation of sentence for a
|previeus convietion. It not
| known how long he will be incar-
| cerated at St. Cloud, nor when he

15

Ottumwa strikers were cheered | the Minneapolis labor school will |can begin serving his sentence at
to learn that the Drivers Union |, hq o annual dance Friday, | Sandstone.
in Grand Island, Nebraska, has yarcp ooth, at 19 South Tth| Nicholas was brought down
won a signed agreement from Nash | Street, above the Nankin cafe. |from St. Cloud to hear sentence

!paaﬁ(‘d on him by Judge Joyce.

|Many friends from the Federal
| Workers Section were present to
| see him, and were glad to see him
{looking well.

Feted for

40 Years’ Service to IBT

John Geary, the “Grand Old Man” of the teamsters
movement in the Northwest, was honored with a testi-

monial banquet Tuesday night tendered by the St. Paul
Teamsters Joint Council No. 34. The occasion was Brothe:

Geary’s fortieth year of membership in the International

Brotherhood of Teamsters,
predident.

Over one hundred guests attend-
ed the banquet which was held in
Paul.
speakers who paid tribute to Mr.
Geary’s unflagging devotion to the

cause of the teamsters and of or-|
| ganized labor were Ray Wentz,

representative of the St Paul
Trades and Labor Assembly; Rob-
ert Olson, president of the State

Federation of Labor; Harold Sea- |
| vey, chairman of the Minneapolis|

Teamsters Council; A. J. Mitchell,

chairman of the St. Paul Team- |
sters Council; Art Hudson, chair-|
man of the St. Paul Drivers Union |
Local 120; William Wright, AFL |
organized; A. F. Lockhart, editor|

of the Union Advocate, and others.
Thomas B. Hughes, secretary-
treasurer of the International

Among the |

of which he is fourth vice-

-

Brotherhood of Teamsters, wired
his congratulations, as did Father
Francis Gilligan of St. Paul Sem-
inary. The Minneapolis Milk Dri-
vers Union wired congratulations
also. William Gydesen of the St.
Paul Milk Drivers Union served as
master of ceremonies. Robert Ge-
han entertained the supper guests
with a group of Irish songs.
Local 120 presented Mr. Geary
with a purse of one hundred twen-
ty dollar bills, and the St. Paul
Teamsters Council bestowed on
the guest of homor a diamond-

to everyone and recalled some of
{the old struggles the teamsters
went through.

.| mean,

studded IBT emblem. Mr. Geary,l
the last speaker, gave his thanks|

The affadavit was read to the
union’s membership at that time.
Almost two years have passed,
during which period the company

issued no denial of Oine’s state-
ment.

After waiting all during this
{period, the company last week

{hired the Burns Detective Agency
Ito visit Oine in Chicago and get
| him to make a new affadavit deny-

ing what he had sworn to in the
|first affadavit.
| Messrs. Miiler and Gleeson of

‘ﬂm personne. department of the
INSP company also talked with
{Oine in Chicago bu! refused
ireveal to tle commission what
! passed between them.

{ The verbatim text of Oine’s
:fadavit follows:

| Met Miller in 1835

“l started working in the gas
| station at 36th and Lyndale South
|in 1932, I worked thirteen
;months. I was making too much
{money when the NRA came in
they had to let me go.
[off in 1934. | went back to work
at the end of 1935 for a measley
salary. Miller stopped in to get
:uw and oil and had work done on
|his car at this station. I left the
{station in 1936. This Miller is
| Frank J. Miller, Director of Per-
{sonnel at

to

af-

S0

I was laid

N.S.P. Company today.
Miller's Proposal

| “June 21st, 1937, [ went to work
{for the Northern States P-wer
{Company through the incidert of
;meotin;: Miller and Gleeson at the
Harbor Bar. Miller introduced me
to Gleeson with the comment that

he could use me. Gleeson said to

come down to see him for a job
|which I did three or four days
|later, and he put me on in the
|Overhead Department. I worked

{in the Overhead Department all of
that summer until December 1st
when I was laid off. During the
period T worked I never saw Mil-
ler. Miller said he wanted to talk
to He
done anything that is real hard?”
I said, “Yes.” He said, “So I have
heard.” I said, “How?” He didn’t
tell me. He said, “I can use you
if you want to make
I said, “Do I want to make some
money?” He said, “I am going
the telephone book here.
There is a name here of a man 1

me. said, “Have you ever

some money.”

over

(The name was
by Camden.) 1
and treat him

want you to see.
Mr. Heigel up
want you to go
rough.” 1 asked, “What do you
kill him?” He “No,
but I want you to go up and knock
| the - out of him. The better
|job you do the more money you

said,

get.
] Visits Heigel

“That night T went up with a
taxicab driver. I can give you the
iname of the taxicab driver if you
need it—any time you want it.
He nulled around the corner and
put his lights out. I walked back
| to the house. I wanted to see Hei
é:el and tell him the whole story.
{T wouldn’t have told Bill Heigel’s
| wife that I worked in the Over-
:head Department if I meant to
| pull the job. I knocked at the door
land said, “Is Mr. Heigel in? 1
| would like to talk to Mr. Heigel. I
!work in the Overhead Depart-
{ment.”” I left because Mr. Heigel
Walked down the
steps and around the corner and
Iinto the cab and went home. This
(Continued on page 3)

|
|

|wasn't home.
|

|
|

Shake Union Charges of
Contract Violation—Glee-
son Proves Evasive Wit-
ness

Oine Disavews Original Af-
fidavit Under Strange Cir-
cumstances — ‘“Can’t Re-
member”’ Facts About

Earlier Agreement With

Milier

At press time it appeared
that the Northern States
Power company would fin-
ish its rebuttal against the
unions’ testimony by Wed-
nesday evening, after which
the Minneapolis and St. Paul
unions will have the oppor-
tunity to present to the three
man commission an answer
to rebuttal testimony. The
hearing will probably be
over by Thursday, after
which the commission will
have six days in which to
prepare its report to Gover-
nor Stassen. What happens
after the six-day period is a
moot question.

The hearing, which had already
continued past original 30-
day period, adjourned last
Thursday while representatives of
the commission, the unions and
the company went to Chicago to
Edward former
employee of the Northern States
Power company, who in the spring
of 1938 had presented the union
with an affidavit that Miller, com-
pany personnel director, had sent
him to beat up William Heigel,
business agent of the Minneapoli
Utility Workers Union Local 160.

A copy of Oine’s affi-
davit is printed elsewhere in this
| issue.
| After allowing almost two years
{to pass without denying the con-
tents of Oine’s affidavit, the com-
"p;my last week sent an agent of
the Burns Detective Agency to
[ Oine in Chicago with the suggest-
that Oine refute his earlier
affidavit.

Oine Disavows Affidavit

On Saturday Chicago Mr.

Earl Lyons, chairman of the three-
man commission, presided at
hearing at which Oine appeared.
Present also were union and com-
. pany representatives, and lawyers
|for both sides. who had
|talked previously with Miller and
| Gleeson, testified that the affidavit
{ho had given the union two years
| earlier was not the truth and that
| Miller had not paid kim to beat up
| Heigel.
He adinitted going up to Hei-
| zel’s house and talking with Heigel
| and his wife. He said Miller zave
aim money on a gun which he left
with Miller.

Under searching cro
tion by John Goldie, union attor-

the

was

question Oine,

original

ion

in

a

Oine,

s-examina-

ney, Oine answered that he
couldn’t remember or he was in-
toxicated when certain things took

place.

Every time Oine was asked an
important question by John Gol
die, union attorney, it developed
that the witness was either intoxi-
cated at the time under question,
or that his memory failed to cover
that period.

I'he testimony of Oine, includ-

irg his cross-examination, covers
over one hundred pages.
It is important to recall that,

both before and after presenting
his signed affidavit to the union,
Oine talked to a number of friend
and acquaintances, verifying what
he had testified to. Such facts,
combined with the rather strange
circumstances under which he now
repudiates his former affidavit,
have lead many unionists to deubt
his repudiation.
Company Rebuttal Weak

Monday morning the company’s
rebuttal of previous union testi-
mony got under way, with the
Ichambers in the state capiial
‘ (Continued on page 4)

Make Minneapolis a Union Town




Page 2

THE NORTHWEST ORGANIZER

Thursday, March 28, 1940

Present Wave

Directed at City

of Criticism

Officials

Backed by City Charter Men

Some workers may hav

e been puzzled recently by

the sudden increase in criticism of all departments of the
city government—the welfare board, the police depart-
ment, the mayor’s office, the water department, the fire
department, the city purchasing agent, the school board,

employer-employee relations,

ete.

In the opinion of many union
officials this sudden rise
cism is chiefly sponsored by the
group of local reactionaries that is |
plugging for the city council form |
of government, to replace the pres-
ent aldermanic system |

An attorney, Ben Palmer, is said
to be drafting a city charter which
may soon be presented to the vo- |
ters of Minneapolis. |

Charter Is Anti-Labor

One of the goals of such a city
charter would be to cut the wages
of all city employees and thus
lay the groundwork for an attack
on the wage scale in private indus-
try. Because of the peculiarly
complex electoral system proposed
by the city charter advocates,
whereby a nine-man council would
be elected on a city-wide basis
through an involved system of
fake proportional representation,
such a plan would permit the 8th
and 13th wards te dominate the |
city government, at the expense
of the voters in the poorer wards
in Minneapolis.

I
|
|
|

The city charter idea had some-

what of a vogue during the 1920’s
in the eastern part of the United
States but has long since fallen

into disrepute.

Some of the worst political boss-
es in the United States, such as
the Pendergast machine Kan-
have arisen on the foun-

in
sas City,
datiens of the city charter plan of
government.

its

city gov-

Organized labor has own
eriticism to make of the
and when occasion arises, |

known.

ernment,
labor makes its

(l wiEm

But workers would do well to
skeptical of the hid-
those sponsoring
the present wave of cricitism of |
various city departments. It will
become apparent that these
people have as their aim clamping
the city charter system upon the
people of Minneapolis.

The Minneapolis Central Labor
Union at its last meeting discussed
the campaign of the city charter
advocetes and adopted a resolution
placing organized labor on record
char-

be extremely

den motives of

soon

as opposed to the whole city
ter idea.

Balkan Crisis

Is Forum Subject

“The Crisis in the B.xlknh' will
be discussed by Michael Freed at
the regular Sunday Forum meet-
ing March 31st, & p. at 919 |
Marquette. The importance of the |
Balkars to each of the imperialist
camps is becoming increasing im-
portant. Will German imperialism
win the support of the Balkan
and thus secure the necessary oil

|
I
|*
[
|
f
i

m.,

supply so important to his war |
machkine? Or will British imperi-
alism find a new route through the
Balkans to attack Germany? What |
about Russia and the Balkans?
These are among the questions to
be discussed Sunday.

Workmen’s Benefit |
Fund To Hold Card
Party, Dance, April 7

A prize ¢ m] uxt) and dance
will be given Sunday evening,
April 7th, at Logan Hall, 2029

West Broadway, to which all work-
ers are invited. The dance is spon-
sored by the Workmen's Sick and
Death Benefit Fund. Refresh-
ments and luneh will be
served after 6 p. m. Card games
start at 3 p. m. Ticket

12th Ward F-L Card
Party March 30th

The Twelfth

free

are 35c¢.

Ward Farmer-La-
bor ciub will give a card party
Saturday evening, March 30th, at
2818 E. Lake Street.

FOR A TEN BILLION DOLLAR
FEDERAL HOUSING

of criti- |§

ter

| paign,

-
*

ANOTHER LOA

From City and

Sanitary Drivers
Local 664

By Wally Raze

| -—

This will be, of necessity, short
and none too sweet—nobody hav-
ing submitted any news during the
past week.

- - *

Brother C. Samuelson is still in
General hospital and in ecritical
condition, although he’s still hold-
ing his own. We're pulling for him
4t 38th and Bryant and hope to see
him up and around soon.

" * *

Have been reading up on a copy
of the proposed new charter for |
Minneapolis and in my opinion it |
would require a couple of Phila- |
delphia lawyers collaborating with |
Einstein to put the gist of the mat-
into sufficiently simple lan-
guage for the common man to
comprehend. This so-called pro-
portional representation method of |
electing the nine council men is a
perfect example of the old politi-
cal shell- -game.
track officials deciding the winners
of a horse race
amount of money bet on all the
horses in the race? The money
(votes) bet on the also-rans to be
transferred to the accounts of the

nine horses which are in the
money. Such a race would invari-
ably be the result of the con-|

niving of the jockeys, owners and
bookies. And any election conduct-
ed along those would be
a foregone conclusion

much the same reasons.
long run, regardless of policy and
platform, the candidates most able,
financially, to put on a real cam-
will reap the most votes.

kS * ~

lines

Plenty of financial support of a

| couple stooges in every section of |

the city, will be money well spent
by of the common
man to defeat the local favorites
and assure a council with mutual
ideas and programs, at least as far
13 labor and the small business
men are concerned. The propo-
nents of this plan claim it is just
ind democratic but any plan to
‘oncentrate po“s-r and authority
in the hands of a small group of
{men is building towards dictator-

the enemies

ship, lh(‘ exact opposite of demo-
cracy.” More on this later.
rd * .
Brother Ham Martin is the

proud possessor of a swell-looking
Oldsmobile.
*

Elwell “Park”

at 9th Ave.

S. E.

| is supposed to start resembling one
{about July 15.

= - -
Attention, fellow columnists: 1
| hear, on good authority, that a

“repeat” at Harry's Cafe is sched-
uled for next month. Hope to see
yvou all there.

- - L
How are you brothers in the
Equipment Department making
out with the new dispatcher?
. * R4
Confucius say: “Man who alla-
time shoot off mouth usually

wound innocent bystander.”

New Llsbon, Mauston
Over-Road Drivers
To Meet March 31st

This Sunday, March 31st, a spe-
cial meeting of all Local 544 over-
road drivers having their home ter-
minals in New Lisbon and Maus-
ton, Wisconsin, will be held at
New Lisbon, 10 a. m., in the Amer-
ican Legion Hall. All drivers are

instructed to attend this important
meeting.

Can you mmgme:

according to the |

and for |
In the |

LOCAL 1859

Knots to You

By Richard B. Gilmore

In memoriam to our husband
and father, William Engelbret-
son, who passed away one year
ago April 1. He is still alive in
our memory as is also the gene-
rosity and sympathy of Local
1859.

Mrs. Gertrude Engelbretson
and Lucille
- L

The members of Local 1859 can
well remember Brother William
“Bill” Engelbretson who left our
midst one year ago on April 1,
1939. No sacrifice or expenditure
of energy was too great for Bill
to make to further the cause of his
fellow men. His natural gift of
leadership and unselfish devotion
to the cause of his fellow workers
led him to tax himself beyond the
limits of the flesh.

As Brother Cy Paulson so aptly
puts it, Bill has been missed more
and more by his fellow workers
and friends as the days roll by.

Brother Engelbretson entered
{the employment of the J. R. Clark
|plant in 1922 where he enjoyed
‘L}‘e highest respect of the manage-
ment and the men with whom he
| worked for 17 years. At the time
{of his passing he was a foreman
‘at the J. R. Clark plant, Finan-
cial Secretary of Local 1859, Sec-
retary-Treasurer of the North
Central District Council and a
member of the village council of
| Golden Valley where he resided.

My own memory of Bill is best
e‘(prewed in these words,

“He had a way so mild and mel-
{low that it cheered and warmed
|a fellow.”

* - .

| Looking back into the past, I
(find that a year ago on March
{23rd Brother Alfred Johnson gave
|a demonstration of the good old
\runt. of progressiveness. That
Theodore Wold was thawing his
.urburetor. That Charlie Peterson
{was passing his 65th milestone on
{March 17. That Charlie Martinsen
was laid to rest at the age of T2.
That Ed Norgren was a delegate
to the Trade Label Committee.
| That Axel Olson was in Asbury
| hospital and Henry Hanson, Claus
| Carlson, Clarence Salverson and
| Osear Olson were sick. That Tony
| Olson was turning on the hot wa-
ter in the lavatories. That Frank
Gaulke was at St. Michael’s. That
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Cleveland had
a blessed event. That the press
had mike fright (I darn near
passed out). That Joe Hreta was
introducing a mystery dance. That
John Janosco was reporting to the
membership on conditions at Ste-
vens Point. That Brother Louis
Nash had but shortly entered into
the bonds of matrimony as had
also Brother John Russell of the
Xozy Kar Corporation.
= - -

Gather up close, you stalwart
brothers and comely sisters of Lo-
cal 1859, for the Sage of the Mack
Truck rides again and this time I
am going to dish up some deep
stuff. Come with me, fellow 1859-
whilst we pierce through the
nists of superstition and rattle the
chains of prejudice. We will en-
lighten those uninformed breth-
ren who have been seduced by a
superficial examination of the eco-
nomic and moral chains that bind
their noses to the grindstone.

Here is the story and the name
of it is:

The Fine Art of Selling to
Busted Buyers

ers,

or »
The Cause of the Stalled Jiggle-
nots

However, before I start T want
to state that any analogy or simi-
larity that might exist between the

PERFECT UNION

of Quality and Price

OLD

Anderson, Barney & Son,

Burr Funeral Home, 3040
Davis, Harvey, 4084 West

Kapala, Stanley, 230 13th

Swanson's Mortuary, 1610

Mortuaries That Are Fair

The following funeral homes are classed as FAIR:

Anderson Bros., 1117 East Lake Street

Anderson, Henry W., 1839 East Lake Street
Anderson, W. A. (Ehrenstrom), 1825 Riverside Ava.
Billman, Dan, 2518 Central Ave.

Enga Memorial, 1300 Lowry Ave. North

Elliott Mortuary, 1900 Hennepin Ave.

Heinrichs Funeral Home, 902 West Broadway

Johnson Undertaking Company, 1900 Hennepin Ave.
Kozlak, Peter Funeral Home, 1918 University Ave. N. E.

Larson, O. E., 2301 Central Ave.

Oakley, Otis H., Mortuary, 1900 Hennepin Ave.
Peterson Funeral Home, 1838 Central Ave.
Simpson, Kenneth, Mortuary, 1900 Hennepin Ave.
Sullivan, Frank D., 2617 Hennepin Ave.

Sundseth Funeral Home, 2024 Lyndale Ave. North

3644 Chicago Ave.

Lyndale Ave. South

Broadway (Robbinsdale)

Ave. N. E.

Lowry Ave. North

977 Firm on
Preferential
Shop Demand

Negotiations between the Fill-
ing Station Attendants Union Lo-
cal 977 and the local oil com-
panies continued this week, with
the union still standing firm on
its demand for a preferential shop.
Local 977 rejected a proposal by
the employers that a letter from
them would cover this matter.

Agreement has been reached on
all other disputed questions. Local

977 will insist that the union be
granted the preferentiai shop
clause.

Both the Minneapolis Teamsters
Joint Council and the Internation-
al Brotherhood of Teamsters have
granted strike sanction to the Fill-
ing Station Attendants Union, but
Local 977 has held up calling the
strike in the hope a last-minute
settlement of the dispute may be
reached amicably.

characters of this story and any
living automobile manufacturer
are purely inadvertent and coinci-
dental.

“The ideal way of selling Jig-
glenots,” often remarked Mr.
Heinrich Dullnoodle, the fameus
manufacturer of Jigglenots, “is to
turn them out so cheap that every-
body can afford one.”

In the pursuit of this idea, Mr.
Dullnoodle had

First—cut the wages of his em-
ployees to the bone

Second—scraped the bones

Third—divided their daily stint
into a multiplicity of jerks, spurts
and spasms.

Fourth—increased the speed of
the jerks, spurts and spasms.

Finally—installed the automatic
chain Jigglenot-maker which turn-
ed out Jigglenots without the aid
of human hands, and wound itself
up before turning in for the night.

(To be continued next week)

MAN AND BEAST

“Me and that off-horse have
been working for the company for
18 years,” said Jones.

“Yes,” said the boss of the
company, ‘“‘and both of you have
been treated all right,
you?”

“Well,” replied Jones, “we were
both taken sick last week and you
got a doctor for the horse, while
my pay was docked.”

MINNEHAHA
GREENHOUSE

425" 40th Ave. S.
Flowers, Plants, Floral Designs

Members of Tile Setters and Truck
Drivers Union

havent

DRexel 4402 DRexel 0974

Gassing With
977

- — -,

The special meeting of the mem-
bership involved in the signing of
the new working agreement was
attended by an enthusiastic group,
who reaffirmed their original mo-
tion to “stand pat” for a preferen-
tial shop.

* =

Robert Larson,
Thompson Tire,

of Russell-
left for Lincoln,

Nebraska, to enter the U. S. Air
Pilot service. From there, Bob
will report to Kelly Field.
. * =
THINGS TO REMEMBER:
Your local is your “job insur-
ance policy;” a lapsed policy

means a lapse in dividends . . .
Your local offers a hospitalization
benefit, as well as a complete med-
ical care . . . The office of the local

| is open from 9 a. m. to 5 p. m.

|daily, except Saturday, when the
office is not open except by ap-
pointment . . . Any member who
|becomes unemployed, should re-
port to the office and secure an
honorary withdrawal card, and be
sure to return the card to the of-
fice when you return to work.
* - .

i0% of the membership have
taken acvantage of the complete
medical care which the local now
offers all members in good stand-
ing. Call the office, or see your
collector when he if you
want to take advantage of this
service.

calls,

- * =

Brother Joseph (the Reverend)
Heenan now sporting a new
Packard (?); we understand Joe
wiil give “lifts” to the membership
meetings in the future.

We are happy to report that Al
Ben- of Kunk Oil, is now out of
the hospital and will soon be back
on the job.

IS

A liberal is one who says: Capi-
talismu canot be saved. Capitalism
Something
must be done to save Capitalism.

is not worth saving.

—Congressman Tom Amlie.

With the
Limousines

By Home James

Word from Miami tells us that
Ted isn’t doing so bad for a coun-
try boy.

.

Looks like poor Pinky is caught
in a squeeze play—either one or
else. 160 can have him with our
compliments—if they don’t hold it
against us.

- . .

Thinks look bad ahead of us—
no lights, and us with a lot of
dirty shirts. Isn’t it funny that
fink No. 1 hasn't filed strike no-
tices yet?

- - -

I understood that there are two
good 912 members who are very
popular out at the Friendship
Club. Those Lyndale boys certain-
ly get around.

* *

That spy is out again with new
tales to tell, and this time it's
about Lord Elgin. We have heard
of Lord Helpus, but L. E.
royalty to us.

x

> »
Say, was that Jack Wynn on a
city truck last week?

+ * *

They say this new private chauf-
feurs’ contract will cover every-
thing—we hope.

WHO would shoot a defenseless
picket between the eyes?

WHO would take money from a
poor prostitute?

WHO didn’t know that 242 was
running for the last 30 years?

WHO shot at Reverend Soltau
last Sunday?

LOANS

ATTENTION!

Whenever you need $1¢ to $£300
for any purpose you owe it to vour-
self to investigate TIME'S swifter,
simpler, easier system of lending
money. TIME'S service is designed to
fit YOU -—not your neighbor. You'll
like it! NO FEES, DEDUCTIONS OR
WAGE ASSICGNMENTS. Call or
phone today’

TIME
LOAN CO.

2nd Floor, Evanston Bldg.
122 S. 6TH ST.
MAIN 7378
When It's Time for a Loan
See TIME First!

FOR MONEY
See

PHOENIX
Loans on Auto

Plain-Note, etc.
NO ENDORSERS
LAWFUL RATES

PHOENIX BUDGET LOANS
Wesley Temple Bldg.

WHO will catch them if they
did?
* = =
Brother Fredericks should be
blowing in here any day now.
* Ed £
Livery contracts were OK’ed
and passed by No. 912 with very
few changes. One brother was
quite conspicuous by his absence-
perhaps it was just one of those
things.
. ” -
Brother Ray Hedin made North-

trup Auditorium last Friday to visit
| :
| some of the boys, but he said that

some were sort of restless—just
had to go somewhere else.
* * *
Brother Eskild Nielsen writes

that they have sign boards at every
turn of the road out in California
reading: “If you work for a liv-
ing, you're in business.” If this is
true it’s up to the laboring man
to take good care of his business,
which happens to he, first and last,
his union.

You can turn all the cannon on
earth lose on a FACT and after
FACT
will still be there grinning in your
face.—Robert Ingersoll.

the explosion is over the

is new {now that you

{ Department.

Something worse than a quit-
ter is one who is afraid to begin.

Relief Customers Always Welcome

EDDIE’S CAFE

BEST QUALITY FOOD
AND SERVICE

At Lowest Possible Prices
MA. 9581

221 MARQUETTE AVE.

Minneapolis, Minn.

Peterson Funeral
Home

1838 CENTRAL AVE. N. E.
GR. 5166

Directors and Advisors!
RUSSELL PETERSON
CLIFFORD PETERSON

Purity Beverage Co.

Mfrs. of
CARBONATED RBREVERAGES
Sole Distributors of

KARLSBRAU BEER
1900 South 2nd St.

Huge Crowd
At 471 Dance
Tuesday Eve

An exceptionally large crowd
turned out for the Milk Drivers
Union Annual Ball held Tuesday
evening at the Marigold ballroom.
All the guests enjoyed themselves
greatly, came earlier and danced
'til late.

Conrad Ordeman and Gust An-
derson were in charge of arrange-
ments for the affair.
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Frother Howard Locke who was
injured at Hiawatha sub station
is now back on the job. Glad to

you around again, Howard.
x * *

see
It is good to see “Honest” John
back on the job. Let’s see your
smiling face at the meetings, John,
are up and around

again.
.

- -

Jorn Saturday, March 23rd,
8 Ib. 2 oz, baby girl. Mrs. and
Brother Middleton are the proud
parents. Congratulations and best
wishes to mother and child. After
some friendly kidding the cigars
were passed around in the Meter
When last seen Mid
was reported doing real well.

* * =

an

It’s

no

“Gep” has a new moniker.
reported to be “two vested”
tackle open field runner Gephart. |

l)ini you find your matches yet,
Gep?”
* * *
Apparently certain star rom—{
pany witnesses have quite a lapse |

of memory when they get on lhr-}

witness stand at the hearing in St.'

Paul.
r L4 -
Apparently the “three bells”
were hanging over the door of a|

certain office. If you want ready
cash and have fire arms as security l
try your luck. |
* A
According to reports the Com- |
pany employment office was doing |
business the Harbor Bar at |
time.
-

L4

at
some ‘
. |
It must have been some meeting f
FOR A TEN BILLION DOLLARE
FEDERAL HOUSING
PROGRAM!

*

|

| bers

at King’s house. Leonard’'s testi-

mony took an hour and a half te
cover this

*

Famous last words: “I'll swear

it’s the truth, but I won't say it's

nothing but the truth and besides

I have a poor memory.”
. - .

- -

Fourteen months is a long time
for a group of men to have $10
raises without anyone else getting
wise. Must be the grape vine is

getting old.
= - -

Oh Boy! Oh Boy! Oh Boy! Ya
shoulda been at the hearing at the
State Capitol on March 20th. Any
farmer could have learned a lot,
because, gosh how the dirt did fly.

- = *

Hollywoed is the loser in not
having Frank Miller. He can main-
tain his composure under the most
trying conditions.

x = -

Mrs. Gephart is fully as dynam-

ic as “Two-Vest Dan.”
- * .

One of the members became
so excited at listening to the Min-
neapolis testimony that his sus-
penders went to pieces like the
one-hoss shay and he had to hunt
for seclusion with his hands in his
pocket.

= * *

The officers of B-160 were so

busy at the last membership meet-

ing on business connected with the
“hearing” that they were unable
to be present until the meeting
was half over
R4 * =

The hearing in St. Paul is gain-
ing such momentum that the ex-
ecutive board has a hard time
lia-nM:n;' a meeting and the union
is fast gaining friends who here-
totore have not been so sympa-
{thetic towards organized labor,

and last but not least, m:ny mem-
in Local 160 who have been
only lukewarm to union affairs are
“red hot”

Fidelity State
Bank

Place your Federal Housin,
and Auto Finance with us.

bank controlled by Laber
business men
INDEPENDENT

now members.

Loans
oaly
and

Office Furniture

Files - Safes - Store Fixtures
Immense Stocks New
U

sed
WE BUY - SELL - RENT
EXCHANGE
JACOBSON FIXTURE
EXCHANGE
219 S. 5th St. MA. 8828

WEBB OIL CO.

Wholesale Distributors of
GASOLINE AND MOTOR OIL
PRODUCTS
35 Plymouth Avenue N. |
CUT PRICE GAS SINCE 1923
Telephone Geneva 4133

|
|
|
|
{
|
|
|
|

CY’S PLACE

5th and Plymouth
CHOICE LIQUORS
Music and Dancing Every Nite

Cy. Putz, Prop. HY. 9968

Equipped for Efficiency
Organized for Speed

Argus Publishing
Company
Printers - Publishers

Stationers |

Emmett L. Duemke, Pres.
Union Printers for 40 Years

2335 Central Ave.
GR. 3531

Wolk Transfer

Co., Inc.
Commercial Hauling and
Moving
838 6TH AVE. N,
Main 4434

LOANS

$20 to $300 loans are made
to wage earners and salaried
people to meet financial emer-
gencies or to take advantage
of business opportunities.

HOUSEHOLD LOAN

COMPANY

@wmed and Operated by
Beusehold Finance Corporatien

Bbsemsed pursmani 1o chapior 11, Lows
N af 1939 of the Siate of Minnesess.

Eiun:;. o A, ﬁ“,.“.‘lﬁ‘

ICE COAL
Cedar Lake Ice &

Geneva 3955

Fuel Company

Harmon Place and Hennepin
MA. 8201
100% UNION CONCERN

COAL ICE

PLIAM'S CLEAN-UP OF

Everything Marked Down — To Clear Our Stocks

FLOOR COVERINGS

PROCRAM! ' W slso bave offices at ‘
R w I c K Fazibauit snd Mankato SAMPLE RUGS | Inlaid Installed | Felt Back Inlaid
bty Slightly imperfect. Some 9x12,! 1 Color goes through to back. Guar-

9x10 and other room sizes. With| | Quality inlaid in new pat- | anteed long wear. 45 new attrac-
terns, color goes through to| tive patterns at the price you ex-
the back. DOUBLE CE- pect to pay for printed floor cov-

and without borders. $1 98
h..
Eac ‘M[NTED OVER FELT. Ma- | ering. Square 57
Felt Base tenal and labor complete. ;Yard e ; S sbyu c
| WINDOW SHADES, high

Minneapolis Owned

BLUE & WHITE
LIBERTY CABS

BRAND

Straight Bourbon

Rex Bar & Cafe

Delicious Home Cooked Food
COME AND PLAY

|
6 and 9 ft. widths, patterns for all| o

Atlantic 3331 Jos. W. Du Four Whiskey CARDS Viarad remiinie, 9. $1 15 WINDOW, SHADE =
square ar gu» "antee uahn .
Coal & Oil Co. CRIBBAGE MONDAY T DRt L S C
- . 1009 Union Concern ! rn"c:‘ww‘:m' ilnleaae i\:l
OfﬁcePS_upphes COAL - COKE . WOOD Tanen 3 oy 500 WEDNESDAY B e D] e L e S P
FUEL OIL , 2
Dar:d 4 :l:tl:_lg DUpont 9331 90 PROOF BRIDGEI:N l’:‘;ll-l#RSDAY PHONE FOR FREE ESTIMATE COMPLETE LAYING SERVICE ONE YEAR TO PAY
uplicatin achines

and Supplies

BERTELSON BROS.
120 S. 4th St. GE. 3671

TWO BIG CUT RATE STORES
HY. 9601

PLIAM LINOLEU 32

OPEN THURSDAY, FRIDAY AND SATURDAY UNTIL 8 P. M. SEEESSRERONS

COAL IS 50c LESS
FOR CASH |
2919 Hiawatha Ave. l l

GEORGE BENZ SONS, INC.

SAINT PAUL - MINNEAPOLIS

CASH_PRIZES
Rex Hamilton

1231 Washington Ave. N.

Cor. West Broadway at W‘ﬁdn‘lon.
Cor. Chicago at Lake S




Thursday, Mareh 28, 1940

THE NORTHWEST ORGANIZER Page 3

Affidavit 359 Opens With the | oovtins e marp o e v Unfair Standard | phraser. Led by Frank s | 399 Pacts to
ley’s high of 614 for the 1 |

. : book \\hich:vlh‘e office "{ir‘ls;(,i,“',Oil Stations e a% % eague 5
From Oine ~ Wheeling Dairy Workers || .25 U555 | Listed by 977 ey gt i Mesien's563| Plumbing

. : 2 | bership meeting and we can give | | H
IS DlSputed NegOtlathﬂS Leccl 471 them the once ever. When we all} Keep this list of unfair Standard | o From now on you won’t be able OUSCS

The 289 Blab

By A. M. Ogren

-
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When I ply my needle, trowel or pick

I'm a decent Sheeney, Wop or Mick,

But when I strike I'm a Bolshevik
I'm labor.

Behind the 544 Suit

VIIL

As we near the end of our story about the Local
544 book suit, let us take a brief look back at the
material presented in the earlier chapters.

We have

shown what the 1934 strike victories
of the General Drivers Union meant to unionism in
this area, and have uncovered the dollar-and-cents

reasons the employers work ceaselessly to destroy
Local 544.

We have analyzed the plaintiffs claims and ex-
posed their boss character. We have traced the un-
savory trade union records of the plaintiffs.

We have presented a chronological history of
the fink suit, and the that organized labor
has given Local 544 throughout the fight.

We have summarized the testimony of a score
of union men as to the finks’ enmity to Local 544 and
their allegiance to the fink Associated Independent
Unions. We have analyzed the testimony of the plain-
tiffs themselves and we have proved them to be liars
and persons bitterly hostile to real unionism.

We have sketched the honorable history of Local

support

544’s Independent Truck Owners Section; and, in
contrast, we have traced the history of the fink

Associated Independent Unions and their tie-up with
the empleyers and the Silver Shirts.
We have deseribed the scrupulous care with
which Local 544 keeps its books and records.
Why 544 Fought the Suit
Having studied all the foregoing,

the reader

will begin to understand some of the reasons why
Local 544 made the decision to defend itself against
the fink suit, and why for two vears the union has

resisted turning its records over
ized labor.

to enemies of organ-

Jut there are other, equally weighty reasons,
why Local 544 fought this fink suit so stubbornly.
The General Drivers Union wanted to (and has

made it) erystal! clear that will resist with all its
strength every attempt by fink agent of the
employers to go to a boss court in order to force an
examination of

it

any or

a union’s records.
If labor’s enemies ever thought it was an easy
thing to gain access to the books and records of
Local 544, or of any other union, the experience of

the past two vears has taught such
they won't soon forget.

persons a lesson

Supposing at the very start of the suit, Local
5441 had refused to defend itself, and had turned all
its books and records over to the finks and their

lawyers. The union membership would have been
alarmed and demoralized the easy victory of the
finks. The employers would thus have gained at
once one of their major objectives in the suit.

Wt

Furthermore, laboi's enemies would have felt
that if they can pull the stuat once so easily, they
can do it again and again. Two weeks or two months
later they could induce arcther batch of finks to
loin Local 541 and then to demand an accounting.
They could have repeated the process again and

again, and kept the union membership in a turmoil,
and disrupted the smooth and orderly functioning of
the organization.

544 Balks Dangerous Precedent

Again, if Local 544 had turned its books over to
outsiders without first resisting to the utmost and
educating the labor movement on the real meaning

would have been an
labor throughout
has alwavs acted on the sound
union men are entitled to look at
union records. Organized labor would have accused
Local 544, and justly, of having enabled the em-
ployers to establish a precedent of the most danger-
ous nature, a P"v\'mllel whereby so-called members
of a union could sue the union for an examination of
its books and gain an easyv victory.

With such a precedent, employvers’ organizations
throughout the country could plant their agents in
every important union, the agents would then
sue the unions for an accounting of funds and drag
the union into court, valuable information
about the union and its membership.

The truth is, if Local 541 had permitted the finks
an easy victory in the b 1 the life of every
union in the country would have been endangered.
l‘.'n'tirul;nl_\ the new young unions just in the process
of organizing their industries would been liable
(o such suits.

How Bosses Would Use Precedent

Consider what such a weapon would mean to an
employer like Henry Ford, for instance. The United
Auto Workers Union is tr;  to organize Ford. The
union has several thousand members the Ford
plant, seeking to build the union. Because of the
terrorism maintained by F “service men,” work-
ers have to keep their union affiliations secret. Should
it be discovered, they would immediately fired,
very possibly beaten up, even murdered. Such things
occur regularly in Ford plants, as the NLRB hearings
in Dallas have just proved.

Supposing Ford were to plant some of his special
“service men” in the United Auto Workers Union,
then order them to sue the union to get the union’s
records. Ford would thus obtain the names of all
union members in his plant and would be in a position
te deal with them summarily, to smash the union.

The National Labor Relations Board might stop
him, from such discrimination, you say. We remind

there
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etc. {in question,
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said he

1g and that Miller had done |from the audience.

meeting,

King

»d to answer the
|letter on the Hadley grievance.

Seeking to explain the

satisfied with the leader- ih;ui fail
hat he didn’t
union broken up,
only \"'”"Ld to see it

1

nt to see the

“properly ~uf the company to answer

Gleeson

you lhut tl e F md company h 1S never p: ud the \ll):ht-
est heed to any orders from the National Labor Board.
The law of the land is not meant for such powerful
men as Henry Ford.

You can be sure the Fords of this country fol-
lowed closely the progress of the fink suit in Minne-
apolis. And they have received precious little satis-
faction from what they have observed. Every boss
and fink in the country has learned the healthy les-
son that it is no easy matter to lay their filthy hands
on the records of a union.

For two years Local 544 has held the finks at
arms length. After exhausting every legal possibility
to prevent its books falling into the hands of labor’s
enemies, after two years of resistance, Local 544
finally submitted to the court order. Even then, the
union made sure the examination would take place
under conditions most favorable to the union, that
union officials would be in the same room with the
representatives of the finks who examined the books
and records.

What to Expect

As this is written, it appears that the hearing
before Judge Carroll will shortly be resumed.

The union goes into the final stages of the fink
suit confident that it is going to win one of the most
smashing victories for the General Drivers Union and
for all unions that has ever been won by organized
labor in this city. The union means to press this fight
until it wins a complete vindication from the dirty
charges of the finks and their bosses. When this suit
reaches its climax, vou are going to see all of labor’s
enemies beaten and confounded, choking on their
own foul lies.

Before that final union victory, we anticipate a
mammoth campaign of false propaganda and lies
from the employers and their press. It is our belief

that the finks and their representatives will come into
court \\llh fantastic cl: mm as to what they found in
Local 544’s books and records. By 1.1I\mg a figure
here :mvl a figure there, an excerpt from this or that
set of union minutes or from the union’s correspon-
dence, they are going to present an Alice-in-Wonder-
land picture of the union.

Their oniy alternative to this anticipated be-
havior is to admit meekly that they found nothing
wrong at all in Local 544’s records. And this they
can hardly do, after all their tall claims, without

being laughed out of court and out of town.
Get Set for the Attack

Local 544’s members and unionists everywhere
must brace their feet for the smear campaign that
will surely come. As Ray Dunne said at the special
Local 544 membership meeting called January 30,
1940, to discuss the fink suit: “I know what Local

544’s membership will do in this situation.
keep on fighting. They will not
reports and propaganda.
confidence that the case

They will
be swayed by false
They will have complete
is well in hand. They will
bat down all the anti-labor propaganda. The fight
today is of a different character than a fight on the
picket line, but it is fully as important to the welfare
of the union. We must all be prepared for false
propaganda, even for attempts to frame-up the lead-
ers and the active members of this union. Do not be
fooled or disturbed. We are not going to permit cur
enemies to hurt this union. They may strike us blows,

certain members may have doubts, but OUR ENE-
MIES ARE NOT GOING TO HARM THIS ORGAN-
IZATION! Local 544 will stand solid because the

best P.(Ix]\\ of the union understand what we are up
against.’

To the members of other
warning given by Robley Cramer, editor of the Min-
neapolis Labor Review, at this same meeting: “La-
bor’s enemies know this suit against Local 544 is just

unions, we repeat the

a beginning; that if they succeed against Local 544,
they will make the same attempt against every other
effective umnn in Minneapolis and the nation. Or-

ganized labor in Minneapolis will stand back of Local
544 until the )w:ll conspirators are exposed, and until
the union has won a complete victory over its ene-
mies.”

Many years ago James Connolly, the great Irish
labor leader, made a statement about the Irish Trans-
port Workers Union which applies equally well to
Local 544:

The Minneapolis General Drivers Union found
the workers of Minneapolis on their knees and had
raised them to the ereet position of manhood: it
found them with all the vices of slavery in their souls,
and it strove to eradicate these vices, and replace
them with some of the virtues of free men: it found
them with no other weapons of defense than the arts
of the liar, the lick-spittle and the toady, and it com-
bined them and taught them to abhor these arts and
rely proudly on the defensive power of combination.

Local 544 has always felt that the workers and
the unemployed of Minneapolis and the nation have
a clear right to a decent existence—they have the
best right to existence of any men in America. That
right will never be granted them unless they organ-
ize into unions and iwll to win and hold the right
to life and decent jobs.

No five finks, nor five thousand
Citizens Alliance nor the Associated Industries, are
going to weaken Local 544. The General Drivers
Union is going to continue doing what it was organ-
ized to do—protect and advance the interests of all
its members, give aid and comfort to the oppressed
everywhere.

The General Drivers Union is going to be stand-
ing here long after the finks and those who inspire
them are forgotten in the dust bin of history. Minne-
apolis is going to remain a Union Town!

finks, not the

(Unless new and unexpected developments in the fink
suit occur, this will be the last article in the series “BEHIND
THE 544 SUIT.” It is planned to publish these articles
shortly in a pamphlet for distribution to members of organ-
ized labor. Date of publication will be announced in the
Northwest Organizer.)
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union’s |

failure
the
,.“..m,‘,i|u,,1.,.1\ qu'nr~'x[ fux a Tth man

[m the Skwarek arbitration case,
[Gleeson drew a distinction be-
{tween company officers and these
same officers when functioning on
{the arbitration board.

At the end of the company’s re-
buttll the main structure of the
funions indictment against the
w\onhern States Power company
{still stood.

Independent
Truck Chatter

By R. F. Hornig

N

Your protests
week have made me
Not that I left
among the missing on purpose. 1
hope you don’t believe that, but
vour remarks to me left
mind that the Or-
ll':illf..{' ¢)\|'l‘lullk|’4l in
While sneaking off
credit for bit, 1
ask you to read also
the other columns in the paper.
| After the few weeks it takes
get acquainted with their subject
matter you will find out that your
time has not been wasted.

. * A

during the
feel
our

last
pretty

cood. column

sizzling
no doubts in
ganizer 10t
your home.

with a little

would like to

my

1o

Bowling schedule
will be the
March Gravellers vs
tracts; Muckers vs
Diesels vs. Minnesota:
vs. Organizer Champs,

* ¥ 3

this Friday
listed for
('H\' Con-
V.

same

das
29,
. Dragline, 7:
Committee
9:30.

That

a

newspaper story announ-

reduction in rates on
full of holes.
Hennepin In-
Wash-
hall fail

rates

cing
truck insurance is
Checking with the
Agency over on the

ngton corner nearest the

our

urance
to bring to light any new

trucks with a single
I'he
thing to any truth in the report is
ion in truck classifica-

grocery

dump
pany in Minneapolis. nearest
divi
for
rigs

1 new

tions and other deli-

very giving them a cheaper
rate.
- - -

Your committee for a hearing
with the park

Commissiorer

board met with

Knight to acquaint
and to ar
with the fi-
committee of the park
board. Supt. Bossen informed
Milt that this is the quickest and
most effective way to proceed.

m with our position

range a conference

nance

* »
Al Fomtana and F. “Mac” Mec-
Lain have been putting in a little
| extra howling practice lately by
helping out Ralph’s team on Tues-
day night. And doin gall right,
{ too.
| * * *
‘ Milt has received authorization
from the board to go out two
days a week for the next two
months to contact the local ex-
| cavators for the ITO exclusively.
{1t will be a morn to night job.

And a representative from Local
No. 49 will him to ef-
fect a complete job of cooperation
hetween shovel runners and truck
ers. While long
overdue to be mentioned here that
big debt of gratitude
No. 49 and its Agent
for their fine spirit of
and friendly approach
|to mutual problems.
* - *

accompany

we are at it, it is

we have a
to Local
Burchett
ielpfulness

Althougl
it didn't seem right to put in that
that Local No.
that in
where

for

on the same subject,

paragraph above
62 has
effect
find

can

a new policy
work

bidding

says
“seex
it,
get it.”
* * >
Zander had himself a
on last week with Bath,
ringcer and Hornig. And the
had just ri from a sick-
Some people just

you can

by what you

fink ses-
Her-
poor
nan sen
rn-rl.

pathy whatsoever.
* Bl *

for

get

get no sym

the
been

Payroll records

hoard

park
have re-
No list has a

meeting

registrants
turned to Hodson.
been A will

held soon to check the
* Ed *

yvet arawn.

be new list.

There could only be one man

who missed out on the snow haul
Some contractors’ trucks
Webber is a

mg . « «

even got a break . ..

first class patrol operator. Fancy
. How come those city
[contract truckers could register

| fe

r work on Thursday right in the
{middle of the mad rush? ...

One good suggestion ad-
vanced out of all the ribbing that
|was passed around over the ab-
sence of the column. Someone, 1
think Carl Bathe said the boys
should give me a vacation and pass
around a group of volunteers this
job of column writing for several
‘\\u'k— This deal will be right up
my alley and should give some of
vou a chance to pull a few stunts.

{Do I get the helping hand?

! was
|
|

f * * *

| Bowling

L1 ARty - R TR S
i‘DieseI AN .47 28 47T %1
| Dragline . .45 30 48 30
Committee .42 33 44 34
1GTR%  o - 37 41 7
Minn. 36 3 37 41
Muckers ......... 25 50 27 &1

Woolery 510,
Hornig 515,

Hohenstein 518,

Drivers

for |

com- |

On the
i National
i Picket Line

(Continued from page 1)
with the mayor and presented two
demands:

1. That the union contracts with
the IRT and the BMT lines, which
do not expire until June 30, 1940,
must be honored by the city, upon
their taking over the

2. That definite provisions must

h equal

lines

be made tc provide jobs wit

Allentown

Go Forward

By Lester W. Heckman
Allentown, Pa.—Though the Al- |

lentown Teamsters Union Local |
773 has been organized for only
two years, the drivers of this area |
have already made great strides
and are really making the bosses
it up and take notice.

Local 773 has organized prac-
tically the whole industry in Al-

lentown and is now expanding into

other territories. All the l:u;_w-
wholesale grocery concerns, plus
many smaller outfits have signed
agreements. The union has sever-
al firms signed up in Easton, Pa.,
cighteen miles from Allentown.
New contracts have won wagze

235, a week’s viacation with

ind time and one-half for
overtime, conditions that drivers
lhere nave never before enjoyed.
Local 773 has also aided other
unioi in the struggle for better
cou ditions. Just recently the Team-
ters Union, by refusing to han-
dle seab cigars, assisted the (

Makers Un
for b gher wages.
The Team
held its annual election of officers
Leonar Buck was re-elected pres
dent; William Brecker was chosen
vice-president ; Walter Witt,
recording

ion in winning a fight

sters Union has just

re-

elected secretary.

Charles (Pop) Parker, secretary-
treasurer, was re-elected, as was
Howard Kline, business agent. |
Trustees chosen are William Wer-
ner, Les Gaumer and Harry Hol-
ben. With the elections over, the
union is all set to make further |
advances for its members during

he coming year.

SWP Will Hold
All Fool’s Party
Saturday Eve

An All Idl‘\ will be
given Saturday m-rht. March 30th,
at 919 Marquette by the Minne-
apolis branch of the Socialist
Workers Party. The program in-|
cludes dancing, music, Charles
Connors and his guitar, plus sur-
entertainment. Friends
invited.

Fool’s

prise are

Admission is 35¢ each.

Plcturc of 544
Ball Team Shown
At Auditorium |

an : ]2‘! t

A picture year’s city
championship Local 544 baseball
team is prominently displayed in
the Park Board booth at the
sportsmen’s show in the Minne-
apolis auditorium. The large pir-’
ture, with a brief story :nlt:n-lu-nl.i
has attracted much favorable com- |

ment.

Clayg()h Becker |
Hold-up Victim

Clayton ).u ¢ km popular
fielder Local 544’s city
pionship ball team last year,
used to protest that
robbed” by an adverse decision of
the

Sunday
his
Grand
it’s
Becker and his
at the
men who took $25.

Becker is a physical education
senior at the University of Minne-
Besides being a crack ball
wrestler and

left |
cham- |
often |
“wuz |

on
he

umpire.
evening Becker, clerk- |
father’s pharmacy at
found
robbed.
held

two

ing in

4161

out

avenue,
like to
father
point of a gun by

really
what be
were

up

sota.
player, he is a boxer,
weight lifter.

Columnists—
We Go to Press
Tuesday Next Week

All union columnists are re-
quested to have their copy in by
Tuesday morning next week, as
' the Organizer will go to press on
that day instead of Wednesday.
Your cooperation will be greatly
appreciated.

Mother: Billy, you were naugh-
ty in church. Do you know where
little boys and girls go who don’t
put their pennies in the collection?

pay to the 4,800 men who are now
employed on the elevated lines to
be demolished.

- . -
The capitalist press has
hailed the conference as a

step in the direction of a
“peaceful settlement” of the
controversy. However, if any
peace is coming as a result of
the meeting, it does not meet
the eye. LaGuardia did not
make even ONE concession to

the union committee. Nor
does he intend to.
- » -

This leaves the union member-
ship with but one alternative. The

entire body of the TWU must
insist that the leadership immedi-
ately begin the preparation for a
strike to tie up every unit of trans-
portation in the city of New York.
Craft lines, AFL-CIO fight, every-
thing must be cut through in order
that every worker engaged in
transport work will be a part of
the fight. The very life of the
great Transport Workers Union is
at stake. If LaGuardia is allowed
to abbrogate this closed shop con-
tract, neither he nor his bosses—
Eig Business— will stop until they
have abbrogated every right for
which organized labor has fought
s0 hard to gain!

furs to a furrier.

an all risk insurance plan.

CALL KE. 927

DON’T STORE YOUR FUR COAT BLINDLY
It needs the experienced care of SCIENTIFIC

FUR STORAGE

It is almost impossible to overstress the importance of taking your
The handling of furs is a highly specialized art—
requiring not only years of experience but conscientious and patient
work. And sending your furs to any but an experienced and fine
furrier is often just inviting disappointment,

FUR STORAGE AT LICHTERMAN FURS is the best assurance
you can have that your furs are properly treated.

ALL OF THESE 8 STORAGE FEATURES

Your fur coats is sterilized Your fur coat stored under
against germs and moth eggs Government approved fur sto-
before being placed in the rage.

vaults,

Your fur coat is insured under Your fur coat is under the

2

Your fur coat is made dust
free by a scientific “air blow 7 Your fur coat will be callsd
ing. for hy a bonded messenger.
Your fur coat is guaranteed
safe from moths, fire, heat g 8 Estimates on repairing and re-
and theft. Minimum styling without charge.
.
And our bonded messenger will call for

your Fur Coat Free of Charge

Out of Town Customers Call Your Local Railway Express
for Pick Up Service

Fur Coats Restyled and Remodeled by Experts

LICHTERMAN FURS

1920 HENNEPIN
Established in Minneapolis 14 Years

periodic inspection of storage
experts and master furries,

UNION MEETING SCHEDULE

LOCAL 471
seneral
and thAr(' Tuesday each
mon Ln, l p. m.
Girls’ Second Tuesday

each month (7:30 p. m.)

Milk Haulers — Fourth Tues-
day, 8:20.
LOCAL 131

Second Thursday each month, |
8 p. m., third floor.

LOCAL 259
Second Monday of each month.

LOCAL 664
General Membership—First and
third Fridays.
Park Board Grievance (‘ommlt-
tee—Monday night preceding |

last meeting of month.
LOCAL 1086
The Retail Clerks Local 1086
will meet on the first and
third Tuesdayvs of each
month.

PETROLEUM DRIVERS
LOCALS 544 AND 977
AND WAREHOUSEMEN
Regular Membership Meeting—
First V\(dnmda\ each month.

LOCAL 977
General Membership
Monday each month, 9 p. m.
Grievance and Seniority Boards
Each Thursday, 8 p. m.
Executive Board—Each Thurs-
day, 8 p. m.
Lessee Section—Third Wednes-
day, 9 p. m

FEDERAL WORKERS
Regular Membership Second
Friday each month, 8 p. m.
Stewards—First and third
Wednesdays

LOCAL 289
Retail Drivers—First Thursday.
Wholesale Drivers — Second
Thursday.
Yeast Drivers—Third Tuesday.
Cake and Pie—Third Thursday.
General Membership — Fourth
Thursday.
Inside Workers — Last Satur-
day, 3 p. m.

LOCAL 346
tegular Membership Meeting
2nd Monday each month, 8:30
p. m., 4th Monday each month,
1:30 p. m.

LOCAL 103
Regular Membership Meeting—
First Monday each month
Executive Committee Meeting
on call.

PRIVATE CHAUFFEURS

The Private Chauffeurs and
Helpers Local 912 meets the
first and third Tuesdays of each
month.

LOCAL 275
Tea and Coffee Drivers, Local
275, meets the first Friday
of every month.

LOCAL 359
Stewards—Second Mondays.
Executive Board — First and

third Mondays.
General Membership — Fourth
Tuesdays.

Billy: Sure—to the movies,

|
- Second

Membership — First| General Membership—First and

l

l

|
1
|

| Day Laborer Section — First

l

| Wednesday, April 10 — Mar-

LOCAL 160

third Thursdays.
bcn onty Board—Every Mon-

I-wumve Board—Every Tues-

Kuwxardss—Wednesda
ing 1st and 8rd ﬁuudnn

LOCAL 221

Tuesday each month.

Independent s ruck Owners See-
tion — Second Tuesday each
month.

LOCAL 1859
General Membership —
Box Section — April 16
J. R. Clark Meeting—April 17
Air-Loc Seat, Inc.—April 18
Grievance Board—April 4 & 18
Executive Board — Every Fri-

April 3

day, 8 p. m.
Twin City Stewards—April 8
& 22 '

General Membership—May 1

LOCAL 20481
General Membership—April 3
Webster Lumber Co.—April 9

LOCAL 958
Night Drivers — 1 p. m., third
Thursday each month.
Day Drivers — 7 p. m., third
Thursday each month.

LOCAL 544

Monday, April 1 — Package
Delivery; Department Store

Wednesday, April 3 — Sau-
sage; Petroleum

Thursday, April 4 — Green-
house; Independent Truck
Owners

Friday, April 5—Job \teuards

Monday, April 8 - - Genecal
Membership

Tuesday, April 9 — Lumber;
Raymond Bros. 9 p. m.

ket; Wholesale paper; Whole-
sale Liquor

Friday, April 12 - Wholesale
Grocery; Meat drivers

Monday, April 15—Furniture
Store; Coal
Thursday, April 18 — Tent &

Awning; Newspaper 10 A.
M.; Ways & Means Commit-
tno ITO

Friday, April 19—Job Stewards

Monday, April 22 — Spring
Water

Tuesday, April 23 — Building
Material

Wednesday, April 24 — Sand
Gravel and Excavating

Thursday, April 26 — Transfer
& Warehouse; Wholesale
Drug

Pnda\. April 26—Cold Storage
and Produce

Seniority Committee meets each
Tuesday at 7 P. M. in Hall 3

Grievance Committee meets
each Tuesday and Frida;
3§ A in Local 544 o lce.
first ﬂoor

The Executive Board meets
each Wednesday at 10 A. M.
in the large hall on the first

floor

All regular meetings start at 8
p. m. unless otherwise indi-
cated.




