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Socialism And The War Danger
TTie CALL vreienU in Has suppiement a thesas on Soctalism and We reeofniee Oat, due to space Hmttatkms, tk< aiwuer ii  »«c- 

the V a r l>anter which w iZ l  he presented, to the Labor and SodOUst essarOp short and huxmpleU. ParticularJp, *  if f iia re t the present 
IntematUnad at its iorthcoming sesstons. The thesis has been JtaUan-Brttish situation, and does not etsiborate it*  i^ts. Toremedp 
authored bp taw men who have attained intemaiionat reputatUms in this error, the CALL columns wiU be open in to m tn r fw m 

the labor and Socialist movement. They ares Theodor loan of the thorough discussion; Hi the spirit of Wbad Sodaitst democracg, pro- 
Jtussian Sodsil-BemocruUc Party, Otto Bauer of the Austrian Social- ponents bath for and ogaHut the thesis wiU be allowed speoe to pre- 
Demoaratic Party, and Jean ZyromsTa and Amedeo Dunois of the sent a more complete argument.

%^howd>er. that it is in basic disagreement with the ^

line proposed in the thesis. In  o rd e r to allow for the fullest and most Labor and Socialist IntemaHonal. An introduetHIn by Adler com
menting on the thesis will  be presented during the discussion of the 

document.

i I

complete discussion, it has printed both the thesis and an answer 
to it prepared by the CALL Editorial Board.

s tan d a rd o f H y in g an d th e ed u ca tio n a l s tan d a rd 
o f th e m asses an d , co n seg u en tiy , to s tren g th en 
th e ir se if - resp ec t an d th e ir , -w ii l  to se lf -d e te rm i
n a tio n— th en th e d ic ta to rsh ip , g rad u a lly red u c
in g itse lf , -w ill  an d m u st d ev e lo p In to a S o c ia l is t 
d em o c racy . T h is ev o lu tio n o f th e S o v ie t U n io n 
w o u ld c rea te th e m o d e l o f a S o c ia l is t so c ie ty 
an d th u s g reatly en h an ce th e  p ro p o g an d is t fo rce 
o f th e S o c ia l is t id eas a ll o v e r th e w o r ld .

A  d e feat o f th e S o v ie t U n io n in  th e ev en t o f 
w ax w o u ld w ip e ' o u t a ll th a t ev o lu tio n , b r in g 
ab o u t th e d o w n fa ll o f th e S o v ie t g o v e rn m en t 
an d le t its v as t te rr i to ry fa ll  a p rey to b lo o d 
th irs ty co u n te r-rev o lu tio n . O n th e o th e r h an d , 
a v ic to ry o f th e S o v ie t U n io n w o u ld g reatly ad d 
to its rep u ta tio n in  E u ro p e an d A s ia , sev e re ly 
sh a ie th e p o w er o f in te rn a tio n a l cap ita l ism an d 
th u s g rea tly fac i l i ta te th e w o r ld -w id e v ic to ry o f 
S o c ia l ism . T h e re fo re , if  th e re sh o u ld b e a w ar,. 
th e in te res ts o f in te ln a tio n a l S o c ia l ism d em an d 
th a t tf ie ^ T S o v iS tT T n io srsE o u iaT je ^ e ta r lo u B .

• (3 ) T h e v ic to ry o f th e d em o c ra tic co u n tr ies 
— G rea t B r ita in , F ran ce, U . S . A .— in  th e W o rld 
W ax d estx o y ed th e au to o ia tic p o w ers in G er
m an y an d A u stro -H u n g a ry . I t  b ro u g h t ab o u t 
th e ru le o f d em o c racy in  C en tra l E u ro p e . B u t 
th e p o w er o f th e cap ita l is t c lasses ru l in g in  th e 
th ree v ic to r io u s co u n tr ies h as p rev en ted th e 
C en tra l E u ro p ean R ev o lu tio n o f 1 9 1 8 fro m  g o
in g b ey o n d th e l im i ts o f cap ita l is t d em o c racy . I f  
U ie W o rld W ar w as a v ic to ry fo r d em o c racy , it  
w as a cap ita l is t, b o u rg eo is d em o c racy th a t 
w o n I t

The Thesis An Answer
T h e U an -B au e r-Z y ro n sk i th eas i5:^ ‘ j!a it« tt!§ S ^ y 

to p o s tu la te a p o s it io n o n w ax to 6 e b in d in g o n 
a ll S o c ia l is t p a rties th ro u g h o u t th e w o r ld an d 
to u rg e th e u ti l iza tio n o f th e w ar c r is is as a m o
m en t fo r  p ro le ta rian rev o lu tio n . T h e th es is is fu x - 

■ th e r s ig n if ican t fo r its fo r th r ig h t ex p o se , o f th e 

cap ita l is t v a rn ish es fo r  e rass im p e r ia l is t p u rp o ses .'
-^ !' ‘ T h e p eace lo v in g’ * ^ » 'a tio n s o T E u ro p h a re i^ p S T” 

e r ly rev ea led as “ Im p er ia l is t g o v e rn m en ts d e fen d !* 
in g th e ir  o w n d o m in a tio n o v e^ th e w o rk in g c lass 
a t h o m e an d o v e r su b jec t races in  co lo n ies ,”  th e 
L eag u e o f N a tio n s as th e to o l O f su ch im p e ria l
is t p o w ers , th e sy s tem o f co llec tiv e secu r ity as 
"M l  In s tru m en t o f im p e ria l ism ,” , th e reg io n a l 
p ac ts as "n o th in g b u t th e m o d em fo rm  o f m il i 
ta ry a ll ian ca . .. m ad e to se rv e Im p e ria l is t p u r- • 
p o ses ,”  an d a rm ies as w eap o n s lo r  "k eep in g d o w n 

j i t  J lg m e .”  JT h es  ̂p re  ̂
p lu s th e reco g n it ion o f R u ss ia’ s w o r l& g d ^ s 
ch a rac te r , a re In  d irec t acco rd w ith  th e  v iew s o f 
rev o lu tio n a ry S o c ia l is ts an d a re jec tio n o f re
fo rm ist S o c l^ t v iew s.

In  co m p le te co n trad ic tio n to th ese p rem ises , 
h o w ev e r, a re th e co n c lu s io n s ca li iu g u p o n th e 
w o r ld u g c lass to "su p p o rt th e L eag ue ,”  “sup
p o rt o f  th e sy stem o f co llec tiv e secu r it ies ,”  “ su p
p o rt reg io n a l p ac ts ,”  “ su p p o rt a rm am en ts ,”  an ^ 
N O T  “ h in d e r th e co n d u c t o f  th e w a r.’ ’  T h e p o lic y  
o f th e th es is w o u ld d if fe ren tja te , th e w O rW n g "  
c lass fro m  th e Im p e r ia l is ts In  w o rd s b u t n o t in  
d ee d s !

T h e co n c lu s ion o f th e th es is is n o t a lo g ica l 
resu lt o f th e p rem ises b u t, in a p sy ch o lo g ica l 
sen se , is a ' co m if ie te cap itu la tio n to (p rec ise ly 
th o se “ fa ta l is t ic v iew s”  w h ich A d le r d ec r ies lu  
h is In tro d u c tio n to th e th es is , an d . In  a p o lit ica l 
sen se , an u n co n d it ion a l su rren d e r to th e w ar 
p lan s o f p resen t d ay im p e r ia l ism . B o th a r ise 
f ro m  th e lack o f  fa ith in  the  ab il i ty  o f  the  w o rk
in g c lass to ev o lv e an d u lt im ate ly p u rsu e an In 
d ep end en t ro le in  th e w a r c r is is .

I t  is p rec ise ly b ecau se o f th is b as ic co n trad ic
t io n b e tw een rev o lu tion a ry in ten tio n s an d ad
v o cacy o f reac tio n ary p rac tice th a t th e th es is 
is d an g e rou s u n less it  is su b jec t to a th o ro u g h 
an a ly s is. T o th e casu a l read e r th e Im p ress io n 
is stro n g ly em p h as ized o f th e rev o lu tio n a iy 
h o p es o f th e au th o rs ; u p o n ca re fu l read in g , h o w 
ev e r, it  is d ea rly seen th a t th e p ro p o sa ls fo r 
ac tio n a re in  b as ic co n trad ic tio n to th ese h o p es 
an d fu r th e r th e cau se o f  im p e r ia l ism ra th e r th an 
th a t o f S o c ia lism .

O R th ree reaso n s th e In te rn a tio n a l an d th e 

a f f i l ia ted P a rtes sh o u ld lo se n o l im e lu  co n
s id e r in g th e a tt i tu d e to h e tak en in case o f

.. < 1 ) . T h e S o c ia l is t P a rtes m u st n o t, as in  
1 9 1 4 , o n ce m o re b e tak en b y su rp rise ar id 
th u s d r iv ed in to a h asty , il l-co n s id e red a tU - 

\  tu d e . T h ey m u st ca re fu l ly co n s id e r an d p re - 
jam th e ir ac tio n .

< 2 ) T h e v lo to ry o f"N a tio n a l F asc ism in  
G erm an y , th e e lev atio n o f th e S o v ie t U n io n 
an d th e ag reem en t co n c lu d ed b e tw een h e r 
an d ce rta in co u n tries h av e co m p le te ly m o d i- , 
f led th e s itu a tio n . T h e In te rna tio n a l m u st, in  
t im e , free itse lf fro m trad it io n a l o p in io ns 
w h ich a re n o lo n g er In  acco rd an ce w ith  th e 

..^ ac tu a l,s itu a tio n ^
(3 ) T h e p resen t a tH tu d e o f  " th e In te rn a -—  

tio n a l w ith  reg a rd to th e -m o st im p o rtan t p ro b
lem s o f In te rn a tio n a l p o lic ies m u st a lread y b e 
d e te rm in ed b y a c lea r v is io n o f t  h e task s 
w h ich th e In te rn a tio n a l w il l  h av e to fu lf i l l  in  
th e ev en t o f w a r.

F o r th ese reaso n s th e u n d e i-s ig n ed p resen t th e 
fo l lo w in g  s ta tem en t o f p o lic y as a b as is fo r d is -  
fu ss io n .

T h ey p ro p o se th e ru les co n ta in ed in  th is s ta te
m en t in  th e ir o w n n am e , n o t In th e n am e o f 
th en’  resp ec tive P a rties w h ich a re h o t resp oh s i- 

' h ie fo r th ese su g g estio ns . T h e u n d e rs ig n ed d o 
n o t ag ree th em se lv es o n ev e ry s in g le q u estio n 
trea ted in th e m em o ran d iu n . B u t th ey are 
u n an im o u s as to th e g en e ra l ten d en c ies ex
p ressed in  th e m em o ran d u m an d th e p o lic y rec
o m m en d ed .

I .
/1 \ G erm an y u n d e r H it le r 's ru le is th e s tro n g - 

V * /  est b u lw a rk o f fasc ism . In  case o f w a r, a 
v ic to ry o f H ltle i ’ -G e rm an y w o u ld b rin g th e 
w h o le o f E u ro p e u n d e r th e h ee ls o f th e m o st 
b ru ta l fo rm  o f fasc ism . O n th e o th e r h an d , G er
m an y’ s d e feat in  a w a r w o u ld b r in g ab o u t th e 
rev o lu tio n o f th e ^ w o rk in g c lasses in  th e b ig g es t, 
m o st in d u s tr ia l ized co n tin en ta l co u n try an d th u s 
m ak e p o ss ib le th e v ic to ry o f S o c ia l ism in  E u
ro p e . T h ere fo re if  w a r sh o u ld b reak o u t, it  is 
s tro n g ly to th e in te res t o f in te rn a tio n a l S o c ia l
ism th a t G erm an fasc ism sh o u ld h e d e fea ted 
an d th e w o rk in g -c lass rev o lu tio n in G erm an y

b ro u g h t ab o u t. w as , n a + ■
(2 ) T h e S o v ie t U n o n h as ex p ro p r ia ted th e b ig th rea ten ed b y th e f ,  ®

lan d lo rd s an d th e cap ita lis ts . I t  h as h u U t u p a th ro u g h th e h e ll o f a seco n d W o rld W ar. T

g rea t n a tio n a lized In d u s try , m ad e ag r icu ltu re a lesso n s m u st in sp ire th e w o r “ S °  
co liec tire se rv ice a r id g reaU y ra ised th e ed u ca- w o r ld w ith  th e d e te rm in ed w il l  to u se a n ew w m
t io n a l s tan d a rd o f th e n a tio n . T h ese rev o lu tio n - in  o rd e r to w in  p o w er fo r th e w o rk e rs an d , th

a ry ch ang es h aV e b een e f fec ted u n d e r a te iT o r- b y , to o v e rth ro w t 'tecap itaU st sy s tem , 

is t d ic r ta to rsh ip ; h u t w h en th e S o c ia l is t p ro li ta - T h ere a re , th u s , th ree ^
> 'ia t o t th e w o r ld w il l  h e ab le to co n q u e r th e fas- m u st d e te rm in e th e P f '

c is t ten d en c ies o f t l ie g en e ra l in to n ia tiu n a l ey o - c ia l i^n i in  th e ev en t o f w a . r^ rm aT i

im io n , an d as so o n as th e ra id d d ev e lo p m en t o f to rn a tio n a lism 

ti le p ro d u c tiv e fo rces o f th e S o v ie t U n io n en - fasc ism sh a ll 'b e
iib lcs it  to o v e rco m e ecm io n iic m ise ry , to en d in tc rn a lio n u l S o p ah sm e ra .
tb e It iu e r s tru g g le b e tw een to w n an d c .m n try 1 U n io n sbalU.c v ic to r io u s . T h e in te ics ts o f in te r-

“ '■ •■ r s til l in su f f ic ien t In in eM s. to ra ise th e ' tQ„n<Umed on Page S-2>

F

In  th e co u rse o f a few  y ea rs , th e n ew d em o
c rac ies in  C en tra l an d E aste rn E u ro p e w e re d e
s tro y ed b y th e an tag o n ism o f th e c lasses an d 
feU a v ic tim  to fasc ism o r m il ita ry  d ic ta to rsh ip . 
W ith  th e ex cep tio n , o f C zech o s lo v ak ia , a l l d em o 

c ra tic p o w ers fo u n d ed in  1 9 1 8 h av e b een o v e r- 
t lr ro w n b y th e fo rces o f co u n te r-rev o lu tio n . H f-  
teen y ea rs a f te r i ts g rea t v ic to ry , d em o c racy h as 
lo s t ag a in th e w h o le g ro u n d co n q u e red in  1 9 1 8 . 
A n d as fasc ism o v e rp o w ers d em o c racy , th e d an

g e r o f w a r is ag a in ra is in g its h ead . '
T h e n a tio n s o f C en tra l an d E astern E u rop e 

h av e learn ed th a t d em o c racy is n o t sa fe as lo n g 
as ,l t is b ased o n cap ita l is t fo u n d a tio n s . T h ey 
h av e lea rn ed th a t cap itaU st d em o c racy co u ld 
n o t assu re p eace an d lib e rty fo r m o re th an a 
few  y ea rs . T h e w o rk in g c lass o f th e w o r ld h av e 
n o t b een ab le to o v e rth ro w cap ita l ism w h en it  

w eak en ed b y th e W o rld W ar; th ey a re n o w

T h e th es is av o w s th ree o b jec tiv es in  th e ev en t 
o f  w a r: (1 ) d e fen se o t th e S o v ie t U n io n ; (2 ) d e
fea t o f H it le r; an d (3 ) se izu re o f w o rk in g -c lass 
p o w er. T h e o b jec tiv es a re so u n d . B u t a re th e 
m e th o d s p ro p o sed eq u a lly so ?

1 . T h e q u in tessen ce o f th e th es is is co n ta in ed ■ 
in  th e d ec is io n n o t to “ re fu se n o r u n d e rm in e n a
t io n a l d e fen s ,” in  th o se co u n tr ies f ig h tin g ag a in s t 
H it le r G erm an y o n th e g ro u n d tl ja t to d o so ' 

iCoJttinued an Page S-il
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w eak resistance to the aggressive p lans o f I ta l 
ian jm per iaJ ism  in  A byssin ia .

.T herefo re, if  in terna tiona l  Soc ia lism in  the in 
terests o f peace suppor ts reg iona l pacts, it  can
no t and m ust no t refra in  from  m ak ing the 
m asses understand tha t  in  the hands of cap i
ta list governm ents a ll these pacts are instru
m en t o f im per ia list  aggression and "opp ression .

(6 ) E ver since the end o f the W or ld  W ar,  in 
terna tiona l Socia lism has urged in terna tiona l  
d isarm am en t. H ad it  been strong enough to se
cure the carry ing  ou t o f th is dem and, the resto - ‘ 
ra tion  o f equa lity o f the defea ted na tions w ou ld  
have been .^ effected— not by their  rearm am ent 
bu t  by the d isarm am ent o f the v ic to rs. T h is w as

c lasses and the governm ents' p f the v ic to r ious ; 
nations. T he equa lity o f the defea ted nations 
has been resto red by the ir  rearm am en t and by  
the un ila tera l  denuncia tion "o f  the peace trea ty . 
T h is sh ift ing  o f the ba lance o f pow er betw een 
the na tions o f E u rope, resu lt ing from  G erm any’ s 
one-sided rearm am en t, d irectly  crea tes the dan
ger o f w ar .

A t  the p resen t tim e, a fter  G erm any’ s rearm a
m en t and in  v iew of the attitude o f I ta ly  and 
Japan in  a ll questions o f arm am en ts, the p lea 
fo r  in terna tiona l  d isa rm am en t on a sca le la rge 
enough to ban the danger o f w ar  has becom e' 
u top ian , in terna tiona l  Socia lism m ust never the
less assist a ll  e ffo r ts to arr ive  a t a lim ita tion  o f 
arm am en ts by ag i’ eem en t. B u t it  m ust no t in 
du lge in  the illu sion — nor  m ake others cherish 
it — tha t  a m easu re o f in terna tiona l  d isa rm am en t 
rea lly  su ffic ien t to sa feguard peace cou ld still  
be_ a tta ined. _

In terna tiona l  Socia lism cannot ask for  the 
-un ila tera l  d isa rm am ent o f coun tr ies th rea tened 
by H itler -G erm any ’s ppssib le attaa ter-Suppor t- 
ing , in  the In terests o f peacej the effo r ts to  con 
stitu te a coU eetlve fo rce in  order  to check every 

I tossib leaggressor /d tT tan iK itW isir to -d isanB -tba f--  
fo rce. D esirous tha t  H itler -G erm any — ^ if  it  w en t 
to w ar — shou ld be defea ted , it  has no reason to  
desire tha t G erm any’ s opponen ts shou ld be 
lack ing arm s.

B u t in terna tiona l Socia lism m ust not over
look the fact tha t, under cap ita list govern - , 
m en ts, an arm y  is^  no t on ly an instrum en t fo r  
f igh ting  a fo re ign aggressor but  a lso fo r  keep
ing dow n the w ork ing  class a t hom e. It  m ust 
not c lose it.s eyes to  the fact tha t  in  m any coun
tr ies the genera l sta f| and par t  o f the officers 
are active suppor ters o i“ i'eactlonary  and fasc ist 
tendencies. It  m ust no t over look the fact tha t  
countr ies w h ich today are opponen ts of H itler  
G erm any and a llies j)f  the Sov iet U n ion nm y  
ju st as w en use their  arm s tom orrow  in  a d if 
ferent situa tion ; to figh t  the Sov iet U n ion , tc  
crush w ork ing  c lass revo lu tions or  to serve in 'j-  
per ia list  p lans o f expansion and aggression .

T herefo re, as long as po 'w er rem ains in  the 
hands o f the. cap ita list c lasses, in terna tiona l  So
c ia lism m ust leave to them the po lit ica l  r ’espon- 
sib ility  fo r  arm am en ts. It  m ust recogn ize the 
necessity fo r  a ll the coun tr ies th rea tened by 
H itler -G erm any  to tra in  the ir  peop le in  the use 
of arm s and to supp ly them w ith  the necessary 
m eans o f defense; but  it  m ust oppose the m ili 
ta r ist  Institu tions  w h ich are ap t to m ake the 
arm y  an instrum en t o f reaction . I t  m ust dem and 
tha t  the arm y  be pu rged , o f a ll  fasc ist and reac
t ionary  e lem en ts, tha t o fficers’ p r iv ileges w hich  
are not necessary to the m ain tenance of m ili 
ta ry  d isc ip line shou ld be abo lished and tha t  
c lass p r iv ileges shou ld p lay no par t  in  the se
lection o f o fficers. It  m ust oppose the ex tension 
of m ilita ry  sen -ice beyond the tim e ind ispens
ab le fo r  instruction  and fo r  p ro tecting the fron 
tiers. It  m ust above all strong ly o iy iose the 
setting up of a large perm anen t "skeleton 
arm y ”  o f p ro fessiona l so ld iers -w ith in  the arm ies 
of genera l conscr ip tion since these ." ske letons.”  
set tip  andcT the p retex t o f techn ica l necessiU es, 
are in  fact no th ing but strong arm ies o f m ei-

ances, w eak ly condone these v io la tions w h ich  
p re jud ice and d isgrace the L eague o f N ations.

B ut  if  in terna tiona l Socia lism m ust suppor t 
the L eague o f N ations, it  m ust bew are o f dan
gerous I llusions as to w hat the L eague o f N a
tions -tv -ill  be ab le to do to p reven t -w ar . C on
tro lled  by the grea t pow -ers, the L eague o f N a- 
•t lons m h-ely is w hat those po-w ers m ake It.  If  
the grea t po-w ers are agreed no t to to lera te any 
aggression nobody -w ill  dare to attack . If  the 
grea t pow ers are not agreed am ongst them 
selves the L eague "of  N ations, in  the m om ent 
of danger, -w ill  no t be ab le to decide nor  to act. 
T herefo re, every po licy w h ich tends to m ake 
the action of in tern a tiona l Socia lism in t  h  e 
even t o f w ar  dependent upon the decisions o f the 
L eague o f N ations (to determ ine the aggression 
and to take co llective action aga inst it)  is u top
ian . In terna tiona l  Socia lism in  the case o f -w ar  
cannot depend fo r  I ts  action upon the decision 
of the L eague o f N ations; it  -vv -ill  have to act fo r  
itse lf.

(Contmued from Page S-1)
nationa l Socia lism dem and tha t  iA a ll cap ita list 
coun tr ies the -w ar sha ll be used to w in  pow er 
fo r  the -v t-o i-k ing  c lass and to a lio iish the cap i
ta list  system .

n.
•I ’ H B SE po in ts o f v iew - m ust, eveir now , deter- 

I *  m ine the in terna tiona l  po licy o f the w ork 

ing c lass.
(1) In terna tiona l  Socia lism m ust, o f cou rse, 

con tinue to m ake every effo r t  to p reven t w ar . 
iW ar  is the m ost ter r ib le  o f a ll cr im es aga inst 
hum anity . O n ly  if  the m asses w ill  rea lize tha t  
C ap ita lism  and fasc ism a lone are responsib le fo r  
the d isaster o f -w ar ;  on ly  if  the m asses -w ill  know _ 
tha t  In t 'em ationa l  Socia llsn r lias done"eyefy th lng 
In  its pow er to p revent the ou tbreak  , o f w -ar —  
then on ly  w ill  in terna tiona l  Socia llstn - be ab le to  
use the w ar  in  order  to w in  pow er and to over
th row  cap ita lism .

G erm an N ationa l F asc ism p robably  -w an ts to  
postpone the w ar  m erely in  order to com p lete 
I ts  a rm am en ts, to  w in  a llies so as to be ab le to '  
attack  w ith  g rea ter streng th . H ow ever , even th is 
p robability  m ust no t induce in terna tiona l  Socia l
ism to accep t the idea o f a p reventa tive -w ar  
aga inst H itler -G erm any .  I t  is likely  tha t  in  the 
cou rse of tim e fasc ist G erm any w ill  gather 
streng th aga inst dem ocra tic F i'ance; it  is cer
ta in  tha t  du ring .tj ie  sam e tim e the Sov iet U n ion  
gathers streng th aga inst fasc ist G erm any . It  is 
equa lly cer ta in tha t, as tim e passes, the fasc ist 
'd ic ta to rsh ip  in  G erm any -w lU  be w ear ing ou t and 
losing  its p restige in  the eyes o f the G erm an na
tion , and the revo lu tionary  fo rces in  the G erm an 
-n 'o rk lng  c lass -w ill  in crease. T hus, if  in  the pas- 
;^ g6 of tim e, G erm an fasc ism m ay becom e 
stronger aga inst cap ita list dem ocracy , it  w ill  yet 
lose streng th aga inst w ork ing  c lass revo lu tion . 
W e are under no illu sions; there is no eterna l 

^ peace-w lth in -the-oap lta list-system— B ut  w e have 
the strongest possib le in terest!^  p revent, by ou r  
f igh t  aga inst w ar, its ou tb iM aak  as long as 
possib le .

’  (2) In  figh ting  aga inst w ar, in terna tiona l
Socia lism m ust suppor t the governm en ts of 
those coun tr ies w h ich , sa tu ra ted by the resu lts 
of the last w ar , -w ant to p reserve peace. B ut  if  
in terna tiona l  Socia lism suppor ts the effo r ts o f 
cap ita list governm ents to p reserve peace it  m ust 
d tftso w ithout  any illu sions and m ust try  to de- 

■ stroy the illusions o f the m asses as to the a im s 
w h ich  these governm en ts are pu rsu ing .

T he governm en ts w h ich , today , try  to sa fe
guard  the peace o f E u rope are conserva tive gov
ernm en ts w h ich w an t to p resei-ve the ba lance o f 
pow er brough t about by the W or ld  W ar  and 
to m ain ta in  the cap ita list system ; ou rs is the 
oppo site a im . T hey are im per ia list  governm en ts 
defend ing their  ow n dom ina tion over the w ork 
ing  c lass a t hom e and over sub ject races in  co lo
n ies as w ell as their  posit ion in  the w or ld ;  w e 
are aga inst a ll im per ia lism . W e m ay be fo rced 
today , In  the iijiterest  o f peace, to suppor t the 
po licy o f these governm en ts; but  the ir  po licy is 
not ou r  po licy . In  the cou r .se o f even ts w e m qy  

• ' and, indeed, w e w ill  be fo rced to tu rn  a lso aga inst 
these governm en ts and to m ol,)ilize the m asses 
aga inst them . , <

(3) T he consen-a tive cap ita list governm en ts 
have no o ther m eans o f m a in ta in ing  peace than  
the form ation  of an ovenvhelm ing coa lit ion  
aga inst every aggressor , a coa lition strong 
enough to m ake every aggression ineffective. 
T he fear o f such a coa lit ion m ay m ake G erm any 
absta in from  aggression . A s long as w ork ing-  
c ls6ss Socia lism has not yet w on pow er in  the 
m ost im por tan t  coun tr ies. Socia lism m ust sup
por t  the po licy o f cap it'a list  governm en ts in  or 
der to save peace.

F or  tha t  reason , in terna tiona l  Socia lism m ust 
suppor t the Institu tion  o f the L eague o f N ations 
an4 dem and tha t a ll  governm ents shou ld str ic t-  

■ ly  observe the ir  ob liga tions under the covenan t. 
I t  m ust oppose every governm en t w h ich v io la tes 
these ob liga tions as -w ell as those governm en ts 
w h ich , in  the in terest o f im per ia lism  and a lli

(4) In  figh ting  aga inst w ar ;  in terna tiona l  So
c ia lism m ust assist- the effo r ts to en la rge and 
suppor t the C ovenan t by pacts designed to cre
a te a system of co llective secu r ity . B ut  it  m ust 
not deceive itse lf as to the character and ef
f ic iency o f such pacts.

E u rope is a lready d i-iuded in to tw o hostile 
cam ps. W hether in  case of a con flic t bet-w een 
the tw o cam ps a system of co llective seou i-ft;;^  
w ill  opera te aga inst the aggressor w ill  (tepend 
upon the decision o f G rea t B r ita in .  M oreover , as 
long as G rea t B r ita in  is governed by cap ita list 
and Im per ia list  governm ents, tha t decision w ill  
be determ ined by im per ia list  in terests. I f, _ fo r  in 
stance, Japanese im per ia lism  sho iild a ttack the 
Sov iet U n ion and if, subsequently , H itler -G er-  
m any and P o land shou ld seize the oppor tun ity  
to a ttack the Sov iet U n ion in  thg ir  tu rn ,  it  w in  
depend on Great -Rritnjn^H jen isinn (accord ing 
to the L ocarno trea ty ) w hether F rance and 
C zechoslova lda m ay com e to the j^ escue o f the 
Sov iet U n ion w ithout  r isk ing  a con flic t w ith  
G reat B r ita in .  G rea t B r ita in ’ s deelsion , how ever , 
w ill  be determ ined by its im per ia list  in terests in  
the F ar  E ast. T hus the co llective secu r ity sys
tem px its B r it ish  im per ia lism  in  the p lace o f an 
arb itra to r  over E u rope, T he decisive ro le w h ich  
G reat B r ita in  has secu red fo r  itse lf fo r  m any 
oen tiu -ies, by m eans of the E u ropean "ba lance 
of pow er,”  she is now aga in assum ing by m eans 
of the “ system of co llective secu r ity .”

A  new w or ld  w ar  w oxU d th rea ten the loose
structu re  o f the B r it ish  em p ire. F or  tha t  reason , 
B i-it ish  im i)er ia lism  has-an in terest in  p reserv ing 
peace. T herefo re, in terna tiona l  .Soc ia lism m ay 
suppor t the effo r ts fo r  the institu tion  -o f a sys
tem of co lleetive secu r ity , a lthough , th is system 
obv iously favors the in terests o f pow er o f B r it^  
ish im per ia lism . B ut  if  w e do so actua lly fo r  the 
sake of peace, w e m ust no t have any illu sions 
nor  le t illu sions be ored ted am ongst the m asses 
as to the fact tha t as long as G rea t B r ita in  -n -ill  
be governed by cap ita list governm en ts, the sys
tem of co llective secu r ity , too , is an instrum en t  
of im pei-Ia lism . A nd  -w e m ay be fo rced in  the 
fu r ther  cou rse o f even ts to oppose it  because o f 
its Im per ia list  chapacter and.because it  m ay be 
used fo r  im per ia list  purposes.

(5) In  figh ting  aga inst w ar , in terna tiona l  So
c ia lism m ust a lso suppor t reg iona l pacts de
signed to oppose a strong coa lit ion o f fo rces to  
any possib le aggressor and thus deter H ifler -  
G ei-n iany from  go ing to w ar .

B u t  in ten ia tioua l Socia lism m ust no t deceive 
itse lf and m ust no t le t the m asses be deceived as
to the fact tha t  these reg iona l pacts are no th ing  
bu t the m odern fo rm  of m ilita ry  a lliances and 
tha t  they , too , arc being m ade to serve im per ia l 
ist pu rposes.

In  th is w ay , F rance in  o i-de i- to -sv in Ita lian  
fasc ism as an a lly  aga inst G ennan fasc ism has 
g iven the fonner a free hand in  A ustr ia  and has 
thus been par tly  responsib le fo r  tlie  b ru ta l  .sup
p ression o f A usfr ian  labor . In  th is w ay F i-ance, 
fo r  the rea.son , has o ffered Im t  c.\ti-n r .i-ly

eenarh -s ■ i.--ed by cap ita list governm ents to keep 
the ir  ..v . f peop le in  check . It  m ust oppose a)
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■ ?
p O S S jb D it ie s to m a k e tv a r a n o p p o rtu n ity fo r 
c a p ita l is t e x tra -p ro fi ts a n d , th e re fo re , d e m a n d 
tbe n a tio n a liza tio n o f th e a rm a m e n ts in d u s try 
a n d th e to ta l e lim in a tio n o f w a r p ro f its b y 

m e a n s

U V E R Y  w a r is a d im e a g a in s t h u m a n ity . B u t 
£ i n o t w ith  re g ard to e v e ry w a r c a n th e a tt i

tu d e o f in te m a tio n a l S o c ia l ism b e th e sa m e . I ts 
a tt i tu d e d u r ing th e w a r m u st h e d e p e n d en t u p o n  
th e e f fe c ts w h ic h th e p o ss ib le re su lts o f th e w a r 
ju a y e x e rc ise u p o n th e s tru g g le fo r e m a n c ip a
tio n o f th e w o rk in g c la ss o f th e w o r ld . T h e re
fo re , i t  is n o t p o ss ib le to d e te rm in e th e a tt i tu d e 

' o f  in te rn a tio n a l S o c ia l ism in  fa ce o f e v e ry c o n -
v e g f l-p fl fp  fl.

p a rtic u la r w a r b e tw ee n c e rta in d e te rm in e d p a r
t ie s c a n b e la id d o w n in  f ix e d ru le s . T h e fo l lo w 
in g a p p lie s to a w a r b e tw ee n tw o c o a litio n s d r 
g ro u p s o f p o w e rs , O n e h e a d e d b y H it le r-G e r- 
B a n y , th e o th e r in c lu d in g th e S o v ie t U n io n . I t  
is in  v ie w o f th is p a rt ic u la r w a r th a t w e w a n t 
to d e te rm in e th e a tt i tu d e o f th e w o rk in g c la ss  

• b f th e w o r ld . , '
In  1 9 1 4 tw o c o a li tio n s fa c e d e a c h o th e r w h ic h 

w e re b o th c o m p ose d o f c a p ita l is t a n d im p e r
ia l is t p o w e rs . O n th e o n e s id e th e re w m s R u ss ia n 
C z a rism , -w h ile o n th e o th e r s id e s to o d P ru ss ia n 
m il i ta r ism a n d A u str ia -H u n g a ry , th e ja il-  
k e e p e r o f fo u r te e n n a tio n s . A t  th is t im e , th e In 
te rn a tio n a l c o u ld n o t ta k e s id e s w ith  a n y o f th e 
tw o o p p o s in g c o a lit io n s . .T h e s itu a tio n itt th e 
w a r w h ic h n o w th re a te n s h u m a n ity is d if fe re n t, 
i f  H it le r-G e rm a n y a n d th e S o y ie t, U n io n , fa ce - 
e a c h o th e r in a w a i', th e In te rn a tio n a l m u st ta k e 

,i ts s ta n d a g a in s t H it le r-G e rm a n y a n d its a H ie s; 
i t  m u s t w ish to se e h e r d e fe a te d b y th e S o v ie t 

U n io n a n d its a ll ie s .
B u t i f , in  1 9 1 4 , th e In te rn a tio n a l c o u ld n o t d e - 

.b id e in  fa v o r o f e ith e r o f th e tw o c o a li t io n s , th e 
S o c ia l is t p a rt ie s a c c e p ted a p o lic y o f N a tio n a l 
U n io n— w ith - - th e lrT -re sp e c tiv e - g o v e rn m e n ts 
h i id  a p p e a led to - th e w o rk in g m a sse s to d e fe n d  
th e ir re sp ec tive c o u n tr ie s . B y e n te r in g in to a 
n a tio n a l u n io n th e S o c ia l is t p a rt ie s a b s ta in e d 
f ro m  u s in g th e w a r fo r w in n in g p o li t ic a l p o w e r 
a n d fo r o v e rth ro w in g th e c a p ita l is t re g im e . B u t 
in  e v e ry fu tu re w a r th is w il l  h e p re c ise ly th e 
m o st im p o rta n t a n d d e c is iv e ta sk ; to m a k e u se  
o f th e o p p o rtu n ity w h ic h th e w e ak e n in g o f 
.ta p ita l ism b y th e w a r is o f fe r in g in o rd e r to 
w in  p o li t ic a l p o w e r fo r th e w o r ld n g c la ss . .

T h e se c o n s id e ra tio n s le ad to th e fo llo w in g - 
fu le s a p p ly in g to th e c a se o f w a r w h ic h ire h a v e 

in  m in d :
(1 ) In  th e S o v ie t U n io n , n a tu ra l ly , th e w o rk

in g c la ss m u st d e fe n d th e e x is te n ce o f th e 
iu t io n a ry S ta te w ith  a ll th e ir fo rc e a n d a ll th e if 
e n th u s ia sm a g a in s t a n y a tta c k . E h’ e n _ th e S p - 
e ia l is t p a rt ie s o f th e S o v ie t U n io n w h ic h a re in  

■ O p p o s it io n to th e B o lsh e v ik d ic ta to rsh ip m u st 
n n c o n d it io n a lly a n d im rese iw e d ly ra lly to th e 
re v o lu tio n a i-y d e fe n se a n d , d u r ing th e w a r, m u st 
su b o rd in a te th e ir c la im s to th e n e c e ss ity o f 
f ig h tin g fo r v ic to ry in  th e in te r.e s t-O f .th e w h o le  

w o rk in g , c la ss o f- th e w o r ld . .O n th e o th e r h a n d , 
th e S o v ie t g o v e rn m e n t w il l  s tre n g th e n th e 
Iu tio n a ry d e fe n se a s w e ll a s th e e n th u sia sm o f 
th e w o rk e rs o f w e s tern a n d c e n tra l-E u ro p e fo r  
d e fe n d in g th e S o v ie t U n io n b y g ra n tin g a n 
a d m e sty to a ll S o c ia l is ts a n d c d m m u n is ts in  o p
p o s it io n w h o ' h a v e b e e n im p r iso n e d o r e x ile d 
a n d b y c a ll in g ^ u p o n S o c ia l is t a n d c o m m u n is t 
g ro u p s in o p p o s it io n to ta k e a n a c tiv e p a rt in  
th e o rg a n iz a tio n o f th e re v o lu tio n a ry d e fe n se .

T h e re a re p a rt ie s a f f il ia te d to th e L ab o r a n d  
S o c ia l is t In te rn a tio n a l w h ic h a im“ a ir f i l ie  se c e s
s io n o f th e ir re sp e c tiv e n a tio n s fro m  th e S o v ie t 
U n io n . ’ iV e d o 'n o t d e n y th e r ig h t o f se lf-d e term -  ̂
in a tio n to U k ra in ian s , G e o rg ia n s a n d A im en ia n s ^ 
a n y m o re th a n to a n y o th e r n a tio n ; b u t w e a sk 
th e S o c ia l is t p a r t ie s o f th e se n a tio n s , a s w e a sk 
a n y d th e r S o c ia l is t p a rtie s , to su b o rd i

n a te th e ir p a rtic u la r n a tio n a l in tere s ts to 
th e c o m m o n in te re s t ‘ o f th e w o rk in g c lass o f 

th e ^ -o r ld . S o c ia l is t p a r t ies w h o , d u r ing th e w a r, 
sh o u ld o rg an iz e o r a ss ist n a tio n a li .s t in .'^ u rre e -

t io i is a g a in s t th e S o v ie t U n io n o r, fo r n a tio n a l
is t re a so n s , u n d e rm in e th e d e fe n se o f th e S o v ie t 
U n io n , w o u ld b y so d o in g a c t c o n tra ry to th e 
v ita l.in te re s ts o f th e w o rk in g c la ss p f th e w o r ld . 
T h e y w o u ld p la y in to th e h a n d s o f H it le r-G er
m a n y . T h e y w 'o u ld ta k e th e ir s ta n d o n th e 
o th e r s id e o f th e b a rr ica d e . I t  is th e re fw’ e n e c e s
sa ry to m a k e it  q u ite c le a r, in tim e , w h e th e r 
th e U k ra in ian , th e G e o rg ia n a n d th e A rm e n ia n 
S o c ia l is t p a rt ie s a re p re p a re d , in  c a se o f w a r, 
u n c o n d it io n a lly a n d u n re se rv e d ly to a ss is t th e 
d e fe n se o f th e S o v ie t U n io n a n d to su b o rd in a te 
th e ir n a tio n a l c la im s to th a t d e fen se . O n ly if

fa se iK M . O u r a im c a n n e v e r b e to d ism e m b e r 
G e rm an y o r to e n s la v e a n d p lu n d e r th e G e rm a * . 
n a tio n . O u r a im c a n o n ly b e to b r in g a b o u t th e ^ 
w o rk in g -c la ss re v o lu tio n in G e n n an y e n d a s 
so o n a s th e re v o lu tio n is v ic to r io u s , im m e d ia te
ly  to m a k e p e a c e w ith  th e n e w w o rk in g -c la ss 
G e rm a n y o n th e b a s is o f c o m p le te e q u a lity , 
w ith o u t o p e n o r v e ile d a n n e x a tio n s o r c o n tr ib u
t io n s , a n d to c o m b in e w ith  h e r in  t l- jU n g  to b r in g 
a b o u t th e u n io n o f a ll E u ro p e a n n a tio n s in a 
F e d e ra tio n o f S o c ia l is t W o rk e rs’ a n d F e a sa n ts ' 
S ta te s .

o f ta x a tio n .
I I I.

A t  th e e n d o f th e W o rld W a r, tl ie c a p ita l is t 
g o v e rn m e n ts o f th e v ic to rio u s c o u n tr ie s h a v e ' 
b ro u g h t to h e e l th e H o h e n zo lle rn s a n d th e H n p s - 

-b i irg B  b u L -t l iav  'h a v e p re v e n te d -td ie u 'e v e lu tlo i is in  —  

C e n tra l E u ro p e fro m  g o in g h e y p n d th e l i in itn  o f  
c a p ita l ism . T h e y h a v e c ru sh ed - th e H u n g a ria n 
re v o lu tio n b y a rm ed fo i 'c e , fa v o re d . c o u n te r
re v o lu tio n in  S o v ie t R u ss ia . W h e n a n o th e r w a r 
le a d s to w o rk in g -c la ss re v o lu tio n in , G e rm a n y , 
th e c a p ita l is t g o v e rn m e n ts o f th e W ’ e s te m, 
P o w e rs w il l,  a l l th e m o re , try  to sa v e th e c a p i
ta l is t sy s te m in  E u ro p e , w h ic h th e G e rm a n  re v o
lu tio n w o u ld th re a te n , b y c o u n te r-re v o lu tio n a ry 
in te rv e n tio n . A g a in s t th is , o u r a im u n is t b e ' to ■ 
h e lp th e v ic to ry o f w o rk in g -c lass re v o lu tio n in  
G e rm a n y a n d to m a k e its v ic to ry th e s ta r t in g 
p o in t fo r t i-a n sfo rm in g th e w h o le so c ia l -sy s te m 

a ll o v e r E u ro p e .

T h e c a p ita l is t g o v e rn m e n ts w il l  a t f irs t try  to "  
d e fea t G e rm a n y , in a ll ia n c e w ith th e S o v ie t 
U n io n . B u t e v e ry v ic to ry o f th e S o v ie t U n io n . 
w il l  a d d -to h e r re p u ta tio n in  E u ro p e a n d A s ia 

■ a n d th e re .b y e n d a n g e r th e c a p ita l is t sy s te m . 
S o o n , th e c a p ita l is ts o f th e c o u n tr ies a ll ie d to 
th e S o v ie t U n io n w il l  b e m o v e a fra id o f th e v ic 
to r ie s o f th e ir a lly  th a n o f th e v ic to r ie s o f th e 
c o m m o n e n em y . H a v in g f irs t tr ie d to d e fe at 
G e rm a n y b y sh e d d in g th e b lo o d o f th e R u ss ian 
w o rk e rs a n d p e a sa n ts , th e y w il l  o n th e v e ry d a y 
a f te r th e c o n m io n v ic to ry ^ u r ir-o iu tl ie- S o v ie t 
U n io n in o rd e r to sa v e th e c a p ita l is t sy s te m . 
A g a in s t th is , o u r a im m u st h e f irs t to d e fe a t. 
fa sc ism b y a c o m m o n e ffo r t a n d th e n to o r
g a n iz e in c o p im o n w ith  th e S o v ie t U n io n a n d 
th e v ic to r io u s G e rm a n re v o lu tio n , th e S o c ia lis t ' 

e c o n o m y in  E u ro p e .

T h e re fo re , th e S o c ia l is t P a rt ie s o f th e d e m o - 
c ra tic c o u n ti 'ie 's . a l l ie d to th e S o v ie t U ii io n , f ro m  
th e f irs t d a y o f w a r i m u st in a k o th e m a sse s 
u n d e rsta n d th e d if fe re n c e h e tw ^ p n th e ir o w n 
a im s a n d th o se o f th e c a p ita l ik o ia sse 's. T h e se 

'P a rtie s m u st m a k e it  c le a r th a t th e 'ca p ita l is t 
c la sse s; b y  im p o s in g u n b e 'p l 'a b le b u rd e n s o n G e r
m a n y a f te r th e la s t w a r, 'b y re fu s in g to re s to re 
G e rm a n y’ s e q u a lity b y w a y o f d isa rm a m e n t, b y 
h u m il ia t in g a n d il l-t i-ea tin g th e n e w -b o rn G e r- 

d e m o c ra o y , h a v e th e m se lv e s w o rk e d , fo r.

th e y , a re p re p a red to a c t a c c o rd in g ly c a n th e re 
b e ro o m fo r th e se p a rt ie s w ith in  th e L S I.

T h ft R n v ip t- T T n in ii w ill  h e fo rce d . In c a se ,O f

w a r, to a lly  h e rse lf w ith  c a p ita l is t, p o w e rs . If  
th e S o v ie t G o v e rn m e n t, e v e n n o w , Is - 'fo rc e d 'to 
a d a p t its d ip lo m a tic m e th o d s to , th o se o f its 
c a p ita l is t ' a l l ie s ! i f  th e C o m m u n is t P a rty o f th e 
S o v ie t U n io n , e v e n n o w , d isa p p ro v e s o f th e c o m
m u n is t p a rt ie s o f th e c o u n tr ie s a ll ie d to th e 
S o v ie t U n io n in  o rd e r to p le a se th e se c a p ita l is t 
a l l ie s a n d a sk s th e m to su b m it to th e d e m a n d s 
o f th e ir c a p ita l is t w a r m in iste rs— if  th is is h a p
p e n in g n o w th e re w il l  b e c e rta in ly in  th e e v e n t 
o f w a r, a s ti l l g re a te r d a n g e r th a t th e w a r- 
p « lic y o f th e S o v ie t U n io n m a y h e in f lu e n c e d . 
b y th e p re ssu re o f h e r c a p ita l is t a l l ie s a n d th a t, 
th e re fo re , h e r re v o lu tio n ary , w o rk in g -c la ss 
c h a rac te r m a y b e o b sc u red o r d ilu ted . In  v ie w  
o f th is d a n g e r, in te rn a tio n a l S o c ia lism m u st in 
s is t'th a t th e S o v ie t G o v e rn m en t c o n d u c t th e w a r 
a s a re v o lu tio n ary w a r, a w a r o f p ro p a g an d a 
w ith  a v ie w  to b r in g in g a b o u t th e w o rk in g -c la ss 
re v o lu tio n in  G e rm a n y a n d to fa c i l i ta te in th e 
o th e r c o u n tr ies th e u se o f th e w a r fo r th e o v e r
th ro w o f th e c a p ita l is t re g im e .

E v e ry re v o lu tio n a ry w a r is in  d a n g e r o f e n d 
in g in  B o n a p a rtism . T h is d a n g e r is a g g ra v a te d 
b y th e e x is tin g d ic ta to rsh ip o f a sm a ll le a d in g 
-g fO u p -“ W ith ln th e in tl in g  T m rty '-o P 4 ;h S“ -S o v le t—  

U n io n . S o c ia l ism m u st a v e rt th a t d a n g e r b y 
try in g to b r in g in to a c tio n— ^ w ith o u t in te r fe rin g , 
h o w e v er, w ith th e stro n g , u n ite d d isc ip lin e d 
w a y o f c o n d u c tin g th e w a r— th e p o p u la r fo rc e s 
in  th e S o v ie t U n io n th u s m e e tin g a ll m e n a ce s o f 
B o n a p a rtism b y th e se lf -c o n sc io u sn e ss o f th e , 
m a sse s o f th e p e o p le a n d th e ir s tro n g w ill  to
se lf -d e te rm in a tio n .:

(2 ) In th e c o u n tr ie s a ll ie d w ith th e S o v ie t 
U n io n , S o c ia l is ts c a n n o t a n d m u st n o t h in d e r 
th e c o n d u c t o f w a r: a ll sa b o ta g e w o u ld b e a 
h e lp fo r H it le r-G en n a n y a n d a b lo w to th e 
S o v ie t U n io n . S o c ia l is ts - m u s t a p p e a l 'to th e 
"w o rk e rs to d o th e ir d u ty a s so ld ie rs a s w e ll a s

in  th e w a r- in d u s try . ■
B u t S o c ia l ism m u st n o t fo rg e t th a t th e a im s 

o f th e c a p ita l is t g o v e rn m e n ts f ig h tin g o n th e 
s id e o f th e S o v ie t U n io n a re e n tire ly d if fe re n t 
f ro m  its o w n . It  m u st th e re fo re m a in ta in , w ith  
re g a rd to th e se g o v e rn m e n ts , its c o m p le te in 
d e p e n d e n c e. I t  m u st n o t a c ce p t p o li t ic a l re sp o n
s ib i l i ty  fo r th e ir c o n d u c t o f th e w a r. - I t  m u st 
n o t e n te r in to a “ c iv i l  p e a c e”  w ith  th d m .

T h e c a p ita l is t g o v e rn m e n ts w ;iU  g o - to v m r 
w ith th e In te n tio n o f d e stro y in g G e i-m a n y’ s 
p o w e r fo re v er. T h e y w il l  w a n t to d ism e m b e r 
G e rm a n y , to d e p r iv e tb e G e n n a n p e o p le o f its 

n a tio n a l u n ity a n d lib e r ty , to m a k e it  a n e n
s la v ed ; tr ibu to ry n a tio n . W e , o n tb e o th e r h a n d , 

w il l  n o t g o to w a r- if w a r th e re sh o u ld b e -^ to 

f ig h t th e G e rm a n p e o p le b u t to f ig h t G e m att

re v o -

m a n
th e v ic to ry o f 't fe r ih a n N a tio n a l F a sc ism a n d , 
b y so d o in g , h a v e b e e n re sp o n s ib le fo r th e re
tu rn o f w a r. T h e y m u st m a k e it  c le a r th a t a n 
im p e r ia l is t w a r a g a in s t th e G e rm an, n a tio n 
c a rr ie d o n b y fa sc ist g o v e rn m e n ts w o u ld ra l ly  
th e G e rm a n y p e o p le b e h in d th e fa sc is t d ic ta to r
sh ip ; o n ly if  th e w o rk in g c la sses in  th e c o u n
tr ie s f ig h tin g a g a in s t G e rm a n y ta k e th e p o w e r 
in to th e ir o w n h a n d s w il l  th e G e rm an n a tio n b e 

th a t G e rm a n y’ s e n e m ie s d o n o t a im a t c o n
q u e r in g , d ism e m .b er ln g o r o u tla w in g i t ;  a n d o n ly  
in  th is c a se w il l  th e w o rk in g -c lass re v o lu tio n In  
G e rm a n y b e p ro m o te d a n d w a r q u ic k ly b ro u g h t 
to In  e n d . T h e y m u st m a k e I t  c le a r th a t o n ly I f  
th e w o rk in g -c la sse s in th e c o u n tr ie s f ig h tin g . 
a g a in s t G e rm a n y ta k e o v e r th e p o w er, it  w il l  
b e p o ss ib le to c o iR lu c t th e w a r a s a w a r o f re v o
lu t io n a ry l ib e ra tio n , to m a in ta in so lid a r ity w ith  

th e S o v ie t U n io n , to h a s te n th e G e rm a n re v o lu
t io n a n d th u s to b r in g a b o u t, a s a re su lt o f th e 

so c ia l sy s te m in  th e w h o le o f E u ro p e In

re v o -

su re
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against G erm any into a w ar against fascism  and 
capitalism , to bring about the G erm an revolu
tion, and,^as soon as it  has been successful, to 
bring w ar to an end.

In the dem ocratic countries fighting on the 
side of the Soviet U nion against H itler-G erm any, 
Socialism cannot refuse nor underm ine national 

I defense. But it  m ust try to m ake use of the w ar 
; in order to transform it  into a Jacobin revolu- 
' rionary defense of a w orldng-olass and Socialist 
, eouiiti-y .

i !(3) In fascist and, sem i-fascist countries 
j w hich m ay belong to the coaliU on allied w ith 
j the Soviet U nion, Socialism can only call upon 
' the w orkers to use the arm s w hich fascism gives 
into their hands to fight their fascist rulejrs, to 
first overthrow them and then only to turn 
against G erm any. A n anti-fascist revolution of 
the w orking-class in the countries fighting 
against G erm any should set the G erm an 

, w orkers an inspiring exam ple how to overthrow 
their ow n fascism and, thereby, to end the w ar. 

^ (4) In G erm any and in the countries allied 
w ith G erm any, Socialism m ust oppose w ar and 
rouse the laboring m asses to revolution against

w ar, against N azi-fascism and against capital
ism .

G erm an people w iH  only rise against their op
pressors if  they have reason to hope that by 
overthrow ing their tyrants, they w ill  end the 
w ar and bring about a peace w ithout in justioe 
and plunder. Therefore, the sooner Socialism 

; in the ooirntrles fighting against G erm any seizes 
I PSW BT and thereby cleanses the w ar of all im *  
i petiallst purposes directed against the G erm an 
' people, the easier w ill  it  be to bring about w ork- 

ing-idasi nw ohitton in G erm any.

Jt, how ever, w otk ing-class revolution in G er
m any should take place before the w orkings 
class in the eapitahst countrles^fighting against 
G erm any has bem i able to w in pow w , then the 
G erm an revcdutlon w iB have to organize the 
'Jacobin Tevolutionary national defense against 
the im perialism of the capitalist classes in the 
enem y’s countries w hich threatens the G erm an' 
people. In th is case, the Soviet U nion w ill  have 
to part w ith her capitalist allies and im m ediate
ly  m ake a separate peace w ith revolutionary, 
w orking-class G erm any. In th is ease. Socialism 
in the capitalist countries flghtog against G er
m any w ill  have to oppose by all m eans any 
counter-revolutionary intervention in G erm any, 
any intention to continue the w ar as w ell as any 
attem pt to Im pose on G erm any another im 
perialist peace vrih ieh w ould m aim or dism em
ber her; and in opposing these intentions, by 
revolutionary m eans it  w ill  try to seize pow er.

C6) hi the neutnU countries. Socialism m ust 
not dem and their lo ln ing the coalition w hich 
fights against H ltler-G erm any; it  m ust not de
m and their Join ing the w ar. Iff  It  d id. it  w ould 
accept responsibility for aU the bloodshed and 
m isery of the w ar and by isolating Itself from the 
laboring m asses of the, people w ould m ake it 
self pow erless. But Socialism m ust dem and that 

Jbe neutm J^untriM apply against H ltler-Ger- 
m any aU the sanctions w hich infem roofianaW  ̂' 
provides against the aggressor: that they do not 
support B itler-Gennany by provid ing her with  
credits, arm s, raw m ateriids or foodstuffs.

Further, tt w fll  be the duty of the SocliO ist 
Parties in the neutral countries to m aintain dur
ing the w ar the relations w ith the Socialist Par
ties of the countries engaged in w ar on bo«i 
sides of the trenches and thus keep the Ihter- 
national alive and functioning. This task w U l 
not be c'qtaflned, how ever, to the parties affiliated 

, to the U Sl. The situation during -the w ar w ill  
dem and understanding and cooperation betw een 
Socialist and com m unist parties. The last w at* 
split the w orking class of the w orld. A new 
w ar, during w hich the w orkers of the w orld w ill  
defend the Soviet U nion and try. to ' "w in pow ef 
in the capitalist countries, w ill  and m ust reunite ■ 
them .

A  new w orld w ar w ill  cause sdrious econom ic 
d isturbances even in the neutral countries. The 
v ictory of w orking-class revolution in G erm any, 
the taking over of pow er by the w orking class 
in the countries fighting against G erm any, the 
v ictorious defense of the Soviet U nion w ill  rouse 
the w orkers also in the neutral countries and 
m ake it  possib le for them to w in pow er.

(6)< The International m ust lose, no tim e in 
m aking the w orking m asses of the w orld under
stand these rules of action in the event of w ar. 
Socialist parties have nothing to ■ w in by hiding 
their intention before the eyes of the capitalist 
w orld. They should let it  be know n that every
w here—even in those countries . w here .in. tfsis 
of peace they fight for the em ancipation of labor 
exclusively by peaceful and dem ocratic m eans—  
they w ill  strive in case of w ar for the seizure 
of pow er by the w orking-class, for the over
throw of the capitalist class-ru le and the aboli-' 
tion of the capitalist system as their im m e
diate aim s, Tb m ake it clear that w ar w ill  be 
fo llow ed by revolution is the best m eans ,of de
terring the ruling chisses and their govern
m ents, Peace w ill  be better'assured by the fear 
of the capitalist classes than by all Covenants 
and pacts. If  the International assorts its w ill  
to use w ar for defeating capitalism , it i,s doiii-i  
its best to w ork- for

A t a»e beginning 'of the w ar, the G ennan 
w orkers, disorganized, jnrim idate'd and fettered, 
w ill  not be capaHe eif revolutionary 'opposition 
to w ar. A n appeal of the International to pre
vent. w ar by an international general strike 
w ould find no w ay into G erm any and w ould not 
m eet there -w ith any I ’e^m isa, For that reasm i, 
no such appeal can he m ade; for since it  could 
only be answ ered ia the dem ocrat coantrles 
opposed to G erm any, it  w oidd m ean a help to 
G erm an fascism .

B lven in the course of the w ar, the w orking- 
class revolution in G erm any w lU  find a serious 
obstacle in its w ay; durbag the last w ar, the 
w estern countries declared over and over again 
that they w ere only fighting the G exm an rulers, 
not the G erm an nation; and yet they im posed on 
defeated G erm any the in justices and the burden 
of 'V ersailles. H aving had this experience, the . 
G erm an people w ill  be afraid that If  a revolution  
during the w ar disorganized the defense and 
led to another defeat, they m ight suffer a still  
m ore disastrous fate than at V ersailles. The

through strikes and dem onstrations, m ust fo
m ent revolt in the arm y. A nd the w orking clas  ̂
can do none of th is w hile it  is "doing its duty 
as sold iers as w ell as in the w ar industry,”

• • • ■

Just as w orking class governm ents can be 
the only reliable allies of a w orking class revolu
tion in G erm any, so' too only a w orking class 
governm ent can bo a reliable ally of the Soviet 

A Tnlon. O nly a w orking class revolution in one 
or m ore capitalist countries can give real defense 
to the Soviet U nion, But If  the w orking class Is 
c^ed ui)on to "do its duty”  every tim e the Im - 
perialfii pow ers fell  out,'such S proletarian Tev® - 
lution Is perm anently im possib le. "

.■ W e are interested in the defense of the Soviet 
U nion, not out of patriotic reasons, but because 
w e consider the Soviet U nion to be a force for 
w orld revolution. But to give up rich opportunl- 
ties for revolution outside of Russia in order to 
"defend the Soviet U nion”  w ill  in the long 
m ean the defeat both of the Soviet U nion and 
the w orld revolution.

In fact, the thesis raises the danger of 
im m ediate attack upon the Soviet U nion im 
m ediately fo llow ing a w ar against G erm any. The 
possib ilities of such a danger axe m inim ized. In 
the course of the w ar, in every capitalist gov
ernm ent, including the "dem ocratic”  ones, a 
process of fascization, aided by the nationalism 
unloosed by the w ar, by the dom inant influence 
of the m ilitary and im perialist elem ents, and by 
the m oratorium on the class struggle, w ill  set 
in. Those w ho accepted the w ar aim s, w ith  m en
tal reservations, -B rU l be bounded, persecuted, 
forgotten. 'W hile the w orking class pledges itself 
"not to hinder the conduct, o f the w ar,”  the 
dictatorial forces of the nation w ill  use the con
duct of th ew ar to h inder any future independent 
action of the w orking class.

A nd then, w hen the w ar of div ided capitalist 
nations against G erm any shall be converted in
to a w ar of united capitalist nations against the 
Soviet U nion, w ho shall protest? Their voices 
■ still be gagged; their forces w fll  be w ealc, unor- 
ganized;..in...brief,. they, too, w ill  be in the jail 
er’s nation of fascists.

There is only one policy for the w orking 
class to follow  in the event of w ar, w hether 
its aim is the overthrow of kscism , the defense 
of the Soviet U nion or the conquest of inter
national pow er.

The capitalist cry to im perialist w ar m ust be 
answered by the w orking class w ar of em an
cipation. O nly the w orking class can, by its 
ow n pow er, overthrow fascism and defend the 
Soviet U nion. The Socialist Parties of the 
w orld m ust call upon the w orking class to 
answ er the threat of w ar and of fascism w ith 
the seizure of pow er for Socialism .

Ah Answer
(Continued /row . Pope s-l)

w ould prevent realization of the first tw o objec
tives. This m eans, first, that the w orking class 
takes responsibility for the w ar, and that, second, 
th# Socialist Parties declare a m oratorium on 
the class struggle for the period of the' w ar.'

O r conversely. It m eans -that the nationalist 
and im perialist forces in these ooim tries shall 
take ia the w orking class m ovem ent as a silent 
and acquiescent partner in the form er’s bloody 
business. . . ..___ ^ ___ ___ _____

The thesis properly points out ’that the prole
tarian revolution In (Jerm any w ill  m eet a serious 
obstacle ia the fear of the w orkers thattthe cap
italists w ill  BU (x:eed in their aim s, as the thesis 
states, "to dsim em ber G erm any, to ' deprive the 
G em an people of its national unity and liberty, 
to m ake it  an enslaved, tributary nation.”  The 
thesis also show s that the sboner Socialists seize 
pow er in the countries fighting G erm any, the 
sooner the G erm an w orkers -w ill  lose this fear, 
and bring about a revolution.

The logicti conclusion w ould be that the w ay 
to overcom e this obstacle is for the w orkers in 
the countries fighting G erm any to oppose the 
w ar from the very beginning and attem pt to 
seize pow er. Instead of that, how ever, the thesis 
calls upcm the w orking class in the|e countries 
to declare a "civ il  peace”  ■ w ith m ental reserva
tions, and "to D O TH EIR D U TX  as soldiers as 
w ell as in the w ar industries,”  again w ith m ental 
reseryations. •"

The only w ay out of'th ls hopeless tangle is to 
have the capitalist classes, abdicate in the 
of their successful im perialist w ar and to hand 
over pow er to their tam ed servant. But th is is 
hardly likdyl

run

an

course

Instead of rejecting the capitalist Instrum ents 
w hose im perialist character the thesis recog
nizes, the docum ent urges their support both as 
a m eans iJf preventing the outbreak of w ar and

• » m sftsgdhe w ar 'fo’ defeat G erm any and defend Rus
sia. K  com pletely falls to recognize the only al- 
tem attve to these im perialist snares— reliance

• upon independent action of the w orking class. 
To prevent -w ar, w e m ust m akes clear in advance 
the ability and the unequivocal intention of the 
w orking class to paralyze the conduct of indus
try, m ake w ar Im possib le and seize pbw er.

But the w orking class w fll  not take pow er
through the application of m ental reservations. 
To utilize a w ar crisis for proletarian revolution, 
the w orking class m ust from tlie very beginning 
of the w ar go into a position of opposition, m ust 
organize the natural resentm ent that m ust de
velop against the ravage.-) of the w aX, m ust pre
pare an offensive - against the governm ent

peace.




