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IS THE OPEN SHOP AMERICAN?

By Joseph E. Cohen
(Member of Philadelphia Typographical Union)

le the open shop American? The employers
say it is. Their associations are bent upon making
thetr shops “open.”” And the Chamber of Com-
merce is ready to help with its money bags to
destroy the power of the unions. The fact that
the employers say that the open shop is American
proves nothing. We our experience with
many who were loud-mouthed in calling them-
sebves “Americans’” during the war. The more
they robbed the Government and the public, the
more they profiteered at the expense of the
nation, the bigger flag they waved, the louder did
they boast of their patriotism.

The fact that the employers are against the
union shop does not prove it is un-American. It
merely proves they are against the union shop.

x % x¥x

What is the purpose of the trade union? That
is easy to explain. A trade union is a voluntary
organization of men and women working at the
same trade who organize for their common ben-
eft. They pay their dues, conduct their meetings,
draw up their constitution and by-laws, and pass
all legislation by which they govern themselves.
They elect all officers and determine every policy.
A trade union is the most democratic organiz-
ation in existence.

Moreover, a trade union takes particular pains
to inform the whole public of its policy and
objects. The purpose of the unionist is to bring
into membership every person working for a liv-
ing—the overwhelming majority of the people.
Because the working people must be organized
into unions if they are to take care of their wel-
fare when threatened by the vast combinations
-of capital which control all large industries.

* ¥ % %%

Right here we see the fundamental difference
between a trade union and a -manufacturers’
association or chamber of commerce. An employ-
ers’ organization, even if one hundred per cent
organized, contains only a small part of the

tA

public. A trade union, if one hundred per cent
organized, contains the vast majority. An em-
ployers’ organization never speaks for the people
—it cannot be altogether American. A trade
union speaks for most of the people—it can be
and is thoroughly American.

*rr ¥ ¥

The, direct object of the union is to establish
the union shop; that is, make an agreement with
the employer, whereby only members of the
union are employed. The union says this object
is fair and just and altogether American. Let us
see.

What do we ordinarily mean by American?
We mean one who, whether born here' or becom-
ing naturalized, does his share toward upholding
American institutions and principles. He is a
citizen, a member of the community, with full
rights and obligations of citizenship. If he accepts
the benefits of living here, he must likewise accept
the responsibilities—pay his taxes and abide by
the Constitution.

What the trade union says is that everyone.
working in a shop where the conditions of labor,
the wages and hours, ‘have been improved by the
efforts of the union, should become a member of
the union, pay his dues and share in the respons-
ibilities of membership. If he aocepts the benehts
won by the union, he should be a member.

The/nonunion man or woman is the industrial
non-citizen.

* ¥ %%

Now, what is the main purpose of the union?
Only this: To bring a larger share of comfort and
content, better pay and treatment, shorter hours
and longer life, to all those who work—the great
majority of the population. Is that not entirely
within the idea for which the American Govern-
ment was established—"'to promote the general
welfare'"?

(Continued on Page 2)
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EDITORIAL

THE SCHWARTZ CASE.

Comrades should withhold judgment regarding
the interview with Comrade Schwartz regarding
his experiences in Russia, now being published in
the capitalist press. Comrade Schwartz and his
wife, formerly Jessie Molle of Kansas City and
California, are members of the party in California
and have been for some years. They passed
through Chicago last April enroute to Ewrope on
a sightsecing tour,and to gather material for lec-
ture work.

.As i$ customary in such cases, Comrade Molle
was given a letter of introduction which read as
follows:

“To Party Officials and Comrades in Europe.

Dear Comrades:

This will introduce Comrade Jessie M. Molle,

a Socialist Party member of long standing in

the United States. Comrade Molle and her

husband, also a comrade, are traveling in Eu-
rope for the purpose of gathering information
regarding industrial and political conditions.

Any information furnished or courtesy ex-

‘tended to them will be appreciated by our or-

ganization.

With fraternal greetings,
(Signed) Otto Branstetter,
Executive Secretary.”

Such a letter is given upon request to any com-
rade traveling abroall who is known to the Na-
tional Office. It does not constitute a credential
or make the comrade receiving it a representative
of the Party in any capacity. Credentials isswed
to party representatives always state the purpose
for which the credential is issued and the official
capacity in which the member is representing the

on.,

Nothing in the nature of a credential was issued
to either Mr. or Mrs. Schwartz and the letter of
mtroduction quoted above is the only thing of
the kind issued to either of them. Mrs. Molle,
bowgver, was given a mimeographed copy of our
application’ of affiliation with the Commmist In-
temational. This had heen forwarded several
months previously by several different routes, but
we had no definite knowledge that it would be
received. A copy was therefore given to Com-
rade Molle for delivery in case she reached Rus-
sin and the copies sent earlier had not been
received.

As to their experiences in Russia or the treat-

....Editor
Bus. Mgr.

ment accorded them by Soviet officials, the Na-
tional Office is not in a position to pass an opmicn.
The experiences of Albert Boni of New Yorik, and
of numerous other. Americans, as reported by
Washington D. Vanderlip, who secured conces-
sions in Russia for American capitalists, wocld in-
dicate that there is nothing impossible in the ex-
periences of Comrade Schwartz, as reported in the
capitalist press. It will be difficult to convince a
large number of comrades personally acquamted
with Jessie Molle, and knowing of her work and
devotion to the cause for the past fifteen years,
that she was guilty of anything which would jus-
tify the treatment reported. On the other hand,

- comrades -will be reluctant to beliéve that the

Soviet officials imprisoned them without convinc-
ing evidence of the most serious offences.

Immeédiately upon. receipt of the information
regarding their arrest and the death of Comrade
Molle, the National Office communicated with the
Soviet Bureau in New York City, asking informa-
tion regarding the case. Mr. L. A. Martens, in
charge of the Bureau, has assured the National
Office that inquiries have been forwarded and
that a full report from the Russian officials will
be secured at the earliest possible date.

Pending receipt of such a report from Rrssia
and more detailed information from Comrade
Schwartz, the comrades should withhold jedg-

ment in this matter.

IS THE OPEN SHOP AMERICAN?
{Continued from Page 1)

How better can the general welfare be pro-
moted than by securing the product of labor to
the producer, by making possible a healthier and
happier generation of children, by removing from
the home worry over unemployment, sickness,
accident and old age, by securing leisure for men
and women who toil, to drink at the fountains of
knowledge, of art, of music, of science, and add
to the sum total of civilization which alone can
make this nation great and enduring?

Can these ends be had by workers under-
bidding each other for a job, accepting starvation
wages, laboring for exhaustingly long hours, leav-
ing the shop like so much material out of which
all service has been wrung, and only waste re-
mains?

No! The nonunion man and woman and the
open shop are not American. The trade union
and the .closed shop are a firm bulwark of
Americanism!

*F ¥ ¥ %

What does America owe to the nonunion man
and woman, to those who stand alone, to those
who. hide themselves in the nonunion shop,
where they are only so many separate numbers?
What gremt principle do they uphold? What noble
idea have they fumisheg ther fellowman? What
new lesson do they teach?

Nothing at all. They are the outsiders, those
who fail to come together and so fail to help and
encourage humanity.

It is the trade union that has put into practice
the lasting principles of democracy. It is the
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trade union that is built on the American idea
that all must stand together and abide by the will
of the whole body, and it applics this principle to
industry. It is the, trade union that has put life
igto the idea that to do good for oneself good
must be done for all others. It is the trade union
that carries along the American principle of
political democracy to complete industrial demo-
cracy. The trade union is the back-bone of
American democracy.
sxrrxw

If American democracy is in danger, it is
because the vast combinations of capital, re-
presented by the profiteers, the emaployers’ asso-
ciations and chambers of commerce, will have to
destroy democracy in order to strengthen their
industrial -and financial oligarchy ard autocracy.

If the money kings of this nation are to wipe
out democracy, they must destroy the unions.
They must compel labor to work at slave terms
in open—nonunion—shops. They must beat labor
to the point where the working people, the big
majority -of the nation, are willing to accept
political and indusrial despotism.

Are you ready for that? If not, pay no at-
tention to the masters of industry, their daily
press and their well-financed campaign to destroy
American Treedom by destroying the labor
movement.

Make no mistake about this fact, the Open
Shop Movement is aimed at you, whether you
are a union man or not. It is an effort of the
large employers to enforce lower wages, longer
hours and intolerable conditions.

it is directed against the labor unions because

- \

they are the bulwark of defence for the working
class. Once they are destroyed, the workers,
union and non-union alike, will be completely at
the mercy of the big employers.

If you are not a member join the union of your
trade or industry and help in a big practical way
to maintain decent living standards for American
labor.

The Socialist Party puts all of its energy behind
the struggle of organized labor against the pemni-
cious.and dangeroys ‘‘open shop™ agitation, be-
cause the Socialist Party is the political atin of
Labor’s activity, defending its interests at the
ballot box as'the union does in the shops.

The Socialist Party would have Labor control
the conditions of its employment, by having the
industries run for the public good instead of for
the profit of the present private owners; the
Socialist Party would have Labor organize in-
dustry for the health and welfare of those who
do the work.

To accomplish this, Labor must remove the
strangle hold of Capital upon the government,
which it maintains through its control of the
democratic and republican parties.

Just as you should belong to your union, so
)};ou should belong to your party—the Socialist

arty.

But whatever you are, Socialist or non-Socialist,
unionist or non-unionist, foreign or American
born, give your best efforts and support to defeat
the sinister, un-American Open Shop.Movement
which is directed against the hacpiness and wel-
fare of the great majority of the American people,
the working class.

IS UNEMPLOYMENT NECESSARY?

By Otto Branstetter.

There are three million workers involuntarily
idle in the United States at the present time.
This is not an unusual condition in our industrial
life and any explanation offered, or remedy pro-
posed, which deals with unemployment as a
¢ anporary or upusual problem, is superficial and
valueless.

To attempt. to explain the présent unem-
ployment as entirely a result of the cessation of
the war and the necessity of industrial readjust:
ment to a peace basis, is to insult the intelligence
of every student of the aubject and of the millions
of working men who tramped the streets begging
for jobs in the winter of 1918 following the
armsti-e, in the winter of 1914 following the out-
break of the World War, in 1908, during Mr.
Taft’s psychological depression, in 1903 during
Mr. Roosevelt's administration and in 1893-4
during the-great “over-production” panic.

It is true that the waves of unemployment in
n 1914, 1918 and 1921 can apparently be traced
to effects growing out of the war but the simple
explanation *‘on accaun, of the war” is hardly
satisfactory’ when we recall that equally large
pumbers of workers were involuntarily idle in

1908 and 1903, wheh there had beén no war and
we had been enjoying an exceptional period of
prosperity.

In 1912 Congress created a Commission on
Industrial Relations, the members of which were
appointed by President Wilson, for the purpose

‘of investigating and reporting on industrial con-

ditions. On page 103 of the Commission’s report
is found the following statement.

‘“Wage earners in the principal manufactur-
ing and mining industries in the United States
lose on the average from one-fifth to one-fourth
of the working time during the normal year. .
The actual number or preportion of workers at
any given time who are unable to work cannot
be estimated, because of the lack of adequate
data in this country. Recent investigations by
Federal authorities and the statements of com-
petent authorities before the commission, how-
ever, prove beyond doubt that the number of
unemployed persons even in normal times is
appallingly great. The statistics of highly or-
ganized trades show “hat even in times of
greatest industrial activity there is a consides-
able percentage, ranging from 7 to 15 per cent
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of all the members of unions in different trades
and industries, of workers who are unemployed
during the year. In any year the unemployed
who congregate in the large cities alone during
the winter months number several hundred
thousand, while in years of industrial depres-
sion the number of unemployed in the entire
country is at least three million.”

- Other government reports as well as the re-
ports of many independent investigators bear out
the above conclusions.

Unhemployment is a chronic ‘evil in our indust-
rial system. We have what may be called a
“standing army””" of unemployed numbering from
five hundred thousand to one million in normal
times which is periodically increased to two,
three or four million during industrial de-
pressions.

In 1903 the Bureau of Labor conducted an
investigation not only into the extent but also
into the cause of unemployment.

The result is published in the Thirteenth Annual
Report of the Commissioner of Labor and shows
that 6% of the unemployment was due to
vacations, 29, was due to strikes and V5 of 19,
was due to drunkenness. This makes less. than
99, of voluntary idleness. Adding 149, due to
sickness makes less than 23% for which the
workers were in any way personally responsible.
All the rest of the unemployment, ovér 779, was
involuntary on their part. It was forced upon
them when they were willing and able to work
by forces over which they had no control.

The report shows further, that 129 was due to
bad weather which interfered with outdoor work
and that 569, considerably over one half, was
due to “closed shops, slack work and inability to
get work™.

Why should millions of men be unable to *'get
work™ when their families are suffering for nec-
essaries of life and the factories in which these
necessaries can be produced are standing closed?
Why cannot this army of the unemployed go into
the idle mills, mines, land and factories and pro-
duce with their own labor the things which they
require?

The answer is quite simple. They do not own
the factories and they have no right to work there
—nor anywhere. This brings us to a point where
we begin to uncover some of the fundamental
causes of unemployment.

Our isociety is organized, industrially, upon the
basis of private ownership. All the great indust-
ries are privately owned and operated with the
single purpose of making profits for the private
owners. .

In the present crisis there is no doubt that many
of the large employers are arbitrarily discharging
men for the purpose of lowering wages and aiding
the Open Shop Movement to destroy the labor
vnions. This, however, is not wholly or usually
the cause of unemployment. Our system of pro-
duction is itself responsible—it requires a standing
army of unemployed for its sucessful operation.
Actually, it could not continuc t~ exist except
for the fact that a certain percentage of the work-
ers are at all tifmes unemployed.

One of the least important resons why an army
of unemployed workers is required is found in the
enterprises for which labor is required temporar-
ily. We undertake to harvest the wheat in Kansas,
to build a railroad in Alaska, an irrigation projegt
in Arisona or a subway tunnel in New York. For
each of these enterprises a great army of working
men are required temporarily. Where would these
workers be secured if there were no unemployed?

Would working men quit jobs with good wages
and steady employment for two or three weeks
work in the Kansas harvest fields? Would they
leave their families and go a thousand miles mto
the Arizona desert for a few months’ temporary
work? Certainly not. If there were no unemploy-
ed workers it would be extremely difficult to
secure men for this temporary work. They could
be secured only by offering unusually high wages
as an inducement to quit their steady jobs, and
these unusually high wages would’ reduce the
profits of the enterprise. It is necessary, therefore,
that there be a great army of unemployed work-
ers who can be used wherever their services are
temporarily required.

This week, if it is profitable to the employing
class, they may be employed in Maine or Cali-
fornia, and when it is no longer profitable they
will be discharged. When the system needs them
in‘Florida or Texas they can hobo. there and be
allowed to work two or three weeks or two or
three months longer.

They are not allowed to work as long as they
are willing to work, nor as long as the children
are hungry or the wife needs shoes, but only so
long as it is profitable to some member of the
master class. When it is no longer profitable they
are turned adrift to wander back and forth across
the country until the system needs them some
place else.

Another need for the unemployed is found i
seasonal industries. A seasonal jndustry is one
which is operated for a portion of the year with
a reduced force or on reduced time, in some
ihstances closed down completely. Then comes a
period of feverish activity in which additional
men are employed, perhaps a night shift is en-
gaged, and the factory operates at full capacity
turning out the goods for the next season’s ordexs.
Most of our great industries have become to a
greater or lesser extent seasonal industries.

Suppose that in a given industry ten thousand
men are normally employed and when the rush
season arrives, five thousand “‘extra hands™ are
needed. Where can five thousand extra men be
had if there are no unemployed? They cannot be
had and failure to secure them means a crippling
of the industry and a lessening of its profits.

In order that such industries may have extra
hands when needed it is necessary that thousands
of men and women wait outside the factory gates
through long weary weeks or months until- the
time arrives that extra hands are needed. Then
the gates are opened and they are allowed to
work as long as it is profitable for the employers.
and no longer.

The army of unemployed, however, serves 2

still more useful function than that of furnishisg
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men for temporary enterprises and extra hands
to permanent industries. It is the army of un-
employed outside the factory gates that 'kc.eps
down the wages of those employed on the inside.
It is the competition of the working class among
themselves for the jobs that are never sufficient
to go around that keeps wages down and enables
the employers to make still greater profits. en
this cosapetition results in reducing wages to an
intolerable extent, and the employed workers go
on strike, it is the army of unemployed that fur-
nishes the strike breakers.

The system so operates that a sufficient number
of men are kept unemployed at all times to effect
these results.

If too great a proportion of the workers are
employed the effect is to increase the number of
the unemployed. This results in the paradox that
a job for everyone results in millions being
jobless.

Granting that there is or can be work for every
one under the present system, what is the inevit-
able result? There is little or no competition
among the workers and wages rise, strikes are
not necessary or are uniformly successful because
there are no unemployed men to take the strik-
ers’ places, instead of the workers competing for
an insufficient number of jobs, the employers
compete for the services of an insufficient number
of men. Wages continue to rise in_every industry
until they actually catch up with or pass the in-
aeases in the cost of living. As long as this lack
of competition lasts there can be no cessation in
the increase of wages and often a certain point
sach increases come, wholly or in part, out of the
employers’ profit.

Now what happens under these conditions?
Does the employer continue to pay wage increase
after wage increase until all his profiits are gone?
He does not. As soon as the increasing wages
seriously reduce or threaten to destroy his profits,
he closes down his plant. ‘He is not in business
‘o7 his health. He is not operating his factory for
the benefit of the public or to give work to work-
ing men. He is in busiqess for PROFIT.

When he can make no profit out of his em-
ployees he closes the doors of the factory in their
‘faces and denies them the opportunity of working.
Against thiz denial the workers are powerless to
protect themselves. The employer OWNS the
factory and they have no RIGHT to work there
without kis consent.

What this owner does, others do. All over the
country mills and mines and factories are closed
down and hundreds of thousands or millions of
men are forced into involuntary idleness. Why?
Because there ha@ been work for everybody,
because there had been no army 6f unemployed
te furnish strike breakers, and no competition in
the labor market to keep wages down and enable
the employer to make a satisfactory profit. In
other words, millions of workers are unemployed
because all the workers were employed.

This in fact is the condition at the present time.
During the war, for the first time in thirty years,
there actually was work for everyone, and this,
for the reasons stated, is the inevitable result.

Let us examine the possibility of work for
everybody from another angle. The condition
upon which men work in modern industrial
establishments is that whatever they produce
shall belong to their employer. In return there-
for they receive a portion of its value in the form
of wages. The portion they receive varies in dif-
ferent industries from ome fifth to four-fifths of
the value their labor has created.

When the working man goes out on Saturday
night and spends every penny of his earnings he
is able to buy goods equal in value to only a
portion of the goods which his labor produced.
When the entire working ‘class goes out and

spends every dollar it has received in wages, it

is able to buy back but a pprtion of the wealth
which the entire working class has produced.

The remainder stays in the hands of the em-
ploying class. It represents their interest, remt
and profit.

They use a part of it for their personal needs.
They use a part of in the extension and improve-
ment of their industries and the surplus is dis-
posed of in foreign markets. When the foreign
market is not sufficient to absorb this surplus it
results in an acumulation of which they can make
no profitable disposition. They chnnot sell it to
the working class because the workers have spent
all their earnings in purchasing only a portion of
the product; they cannot consume it in even the
most riotous dissipation bgcause of its enormous
quantity; they cannot put it back into industry
profitably because the means of production are
more than adequate for the time being; as is
proven by the existence of this unconsumed and
unsalable sutplus.

It is useless to manufacture more goods when
they cannot dispose of those which they have on
hand. And so, the output is restrigted or the
factories closed entirely with a resulting increase
in the army of the unemployed.

This over-production, or the necessity of re-
stricting output to prevent such over-production,
occurs every few years. The surplus gradually
accumulates during normal years when there are
upwards of a million workers constantly un-
employed.

What would be the result if those million idle
men had been put to work? Every one of them
would have produced more wealth than he could
buy back with the wages he received. That is
the only condition under which the workers are
allowed to work under the present systém. A
million extra- workers, producing a surplus for
the master class, means that just that much soon-
er, or so many days or weeks or months earlier
the markets would be glutted with the surplus

_product and the country face to face with the

lg:zatest over-production panic we have ever
ad.

Mills and mines and factories “‘would again
close down and millions of workers be thrown
out of employment. Why? ‘{Bccause everyone
had had a job. Because everyone had been pro-
ducing more wealth than he could buy back and
thereby creating a surplus for which there was
no market. And again we have the army of the
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‘AQB@;’ 1]]753“.33"
“Is The Crying Need
of The Day”’

Every Socialist Party Member, voter and
sympathizer knows that this is true. Then—

Let Us llave Organization

Not just a skeleton wrganization, nor yet a mere
paper organization, but a live, aggressive, fight-
ing organization with a‘punch. And let us make
this organization big enough to put some

POWER BEHIND § PUNCH

It can be: done. It can be done very easily
if every one of you will

DO YOUR DUTY!

unemployed becauee everyone had been em-
ployed.

This chronic. condition of unemployment for
hundreds of thousands and periodical unemploy-
ment for millions is an inevitable result of in-
dustrial capitalism. It cannot be explained or
excused or denied away. It is here and here to
stay as long as the present system lasts.

Some temporary relief can and should be
afforded through the development of social un-
employment insurance and the extension of public
works during periods of industrial depression.

Such relief, however, can be only partial in

extent and temporary in character. To the ext-
ent that it demobilizes the army of the unem-
ployed and lessens competition in the labor
market it creates those very conditions which lead
to a new wave of uhemployment.

There is only one practical remedy and it will
not be applied by the capitalist class because it
is- destructive of capitalism.

The remedy is to give the working class access
to the means of production, to secure them in
the right to work without the permission of the
master class and to give them a purchasing power
equal to the value of their products.

This would prevent the arbitary closing of in-
dustries while men were willing to work and in
need of things which they could produce. It
would eliminate the necessity of wars of conquest
for foreign markets and the danger of over-
production panics.

There would be a home market for the entire
output. The working class itself could buy back
all that it produced. If it produced more than it
could possibly use and it was necessary to curtail
production, the workers would consume the surp-
lus in comfort and enjoyment instead of suffering
for the surplus locked in the warehouses of their
masters, as they do at present.

" To effect these results it is necessary that the
great industrial enterprises be collectively instead
of privately owned; that they be operated for the
benefit of the working class instead of for the
profit of private owners; and this is Socialism.

The choice is open to the working class. They
can have Socialism or they can have Capitalism.
If they choose Capitalism they choose unemploy-
ment and all its resultant evils because an army
of unemployed is necessary for the successful
operation and continued existance of the Capi-
talist System.

OFFICIAL PARTY BUSINESS

AMERICAN SOCIALIST AND LABOR MIS-
SION TO RUSSIA ABANDONED.

The National Executive Committee has adopt-
ed the following:

N. E: C. Motion No. 16
By Melms

“That the N. E. C. reconsider its action with
reference to sending a delegation to Russia.”
Submitted Jan. 8—Vote closed Jan. 20
Voting *'Yes,”” Brandt, Hagel, Henry, Melms,
Oneal.

Voting “No,”” Roewer.

Not Voting, Mailly.

The Mission, which is thus abandoned, for the
time being at least, was to have consisted of
Algemon Lee, Alexander Trachtenberg, Joseph
Cohen and Meta Berger, representing the Socialist
Party, and representatives of a number of radical
unions.

SOCIALIST PARTY NOT TO BE REPRE.
SENTED AT THE VIENNA CON-
FERENCE

The National Executive
adopted the following:

N. E. C. Motion No. 17
By Oneal

*That the N. E. C. does not consider it expe-
dient or timely to attempt to send a delegate to
the Vienna Conference because (1) the time is
short, (2) because of the financial condition of
the party, (3Y because of the fluctuating opinion

thin the party.

‘That the Executive Secretary try to get in-
formation of the exact status of the party to the
Vienna Congress regardmg afhliation and the un-
usual difficulties we face in sendmg delegates to
Vienna or a Commission to Russia.”

Submitted Jan. 10—Vote closed Jan. 22

Voting '‘Yes,” Brandt, Hagel, Henry, Mehn:.
Oneal, Roewer.
Voting “No,” Mailly.

Committee has
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SEvCIAL MARCH NUMBER TO INCLUDE [

ALL DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE
THIRD INTERNATIONAL.

When publication of The Socialist World was
commenced it was intended to be primarily of
educational value to the membership. -Experience
with , the Official Bulletin has shown that the
membership - generally is not interested in. ver-
batim reports of N. E. C. meetings, exhaustive
financial reports and interminable controversies.

It was therefore decided to devote the maga-
zine proper to articles of educational value, and
to insert the absolutely necessary official business
and reports in a four page supplement. After
two issues, however, this was made impossible by
a Post Office ruling. Since that time we have
published such matter in The Socialist World,
but have tried to boil it down to the minimum.

With the close of the campaign and the end of
the year it is desirable that an elaborate, detailed
financial report be published. - We have also a
mass of material dealing with the Communist In-
ternational, the Berne Conference, the Vienna
Conference, the Language Federations and other
matters which should be published. Much of this
material has been sent to the printers and is al-
ready in type. We find, however, that there is
enough of it to fill two numbers of the magazine
without including a single article of educational,
propaganda or organization value in the work of
building a Socialist Party in the United States of
America.

We have therefore decided to hold this matter
and publish it all in a special double or triple
number for the March issue. The March issue
will also contain the convention Agenda, and we
will thus have in a single issue all the official
documents and reports required by the member-
ship for an intelligent understanding and discus-
sion of the various subjects included in the
Agenda.

We hope this decision will meet with the ap-
proval of the membership. We believe it will, as
it is-the only means whereby we can find space
for articles of educational value on subjects that
are of interest to Socialists and non-Socialists
alike. Please drop a line to the National Office
and let us know what you think of our decision
and of this number.

NATIONAL CONVENTION.

The National Convention is to be held in De-
troit, Mich., between May 15th and June 15th,
the exact date to be fixed by the N. E. C. later.
It will consist of between forty-five and fifty dele-
gates. The apportionment of delegates among
the various States has been made and the State
Organizations have issued calls for nomination of
delegates.

Convention Stamps.
The Special Convention Stamps provided for
in Section 6 of 'Article 8 of the National Party

(;onsﬁmﬁon, are now in the hands qf the State
Secretaries and can be purchased in the same

q& ® ) ‘ ; ‘ ,l,
| This s Your Duty
1—:f you are not a party member—
‘ Join the Socialist Party
2—If you are already a party member—
Get Others to Join the Party

3—In either case, pledge yourself to make aff
monthly contribution to the

One Hundred Thousand Membership-Fund

4—Pay your dues promptly; attend brancha
I meetings regularly; take an active interest

in the party affairs; give some of your time
to distributing literature, canvassing yowr
precinct or serving on committees. In other

words

Be A WorKing Socialist

=

manner as dues stamps. The price of the Con-
vention stamp is fifty cents, and every member
must have one in his membership book by the
time the convention meets in order to be in good
standing. Dual Convention stamps (of the same
character as dual dues stamps) are also provided
for the use of husband and wife. The Dual Con-
vention stamp is sold at the same price as the
regular Convention stamp—-that is, fifty cents.

These stamps will not be sent to the local or-
ganization on credit. The locals will order them
from the State Secretary, sending remittance with
the order in the same manner that they purchase
dues stamps. Local organizations having money
in their treasury should purchase a limited supply
of these stamps in advance so that the secretary
can stamp the member’s book when he pays the
Convention assessment.

National Referendum

Proposed, by the 2nd Ward Branch, Local
Milwaukee Wis.

“Whereas, Section I, article VIII of the Nation-
al Constitution of the Socialist Party provides
that there shall be held ‘“‘a National Convention
of the Socialist Party each year”, and

“Wheteas, The holding of a party convention
in 1921 is not necessary, besides entailing the
expenditure of a considerable amount of money
and energy which could be put to better use in
organization work, therefore, be it

Resolved, That there shall be no National Con-
vention of the Socialist Party in the year 1921;
further

“Resolved, That the National Executive Com-
mittee be and hereby is directed to take such
measures as are necessary to carry into eﬂ"ect,thc
purpose of the resolution.”

(Members’in goed standing, 30).

The above motion is properly initiated and is
herewith published for seconds. If a sufficient
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Nine Dundred and Fifteen
Thousand Citizens

Voted for Debs and Socialism on Nov. 2nd.
Every one of these voters is a prospective
member. of the Socialist party. Our job is to
make the actual, dues-paying, redcard mem-
bers.

Getting Their Membership

Depends largely upon our ability to reach
them with written and spoken arguments show-
jng the necessity of organization.

The Hundred Thousand Membership Fund
Is to be used for that purpose. When we

have a hundred thgusand members we can

begin to DO things worth while.
Let’s Get the Hundred Thousand!

number is received within ninety days from date
of publication, January 28th, it will be submitted
to referendum of the membership.

FINNISH CONVENTION VOTES TO WITH-
DRAW FROM PARTY.

The national convention of the Finnish Social-
ist Federation, meeting at Waukegan, Ill., Dec. 25
to Jan. 1, voted to withdraw from the Socialist
Party.

As this action will by no means meet with the
approval of a large portion of the Finnish mem-
bership, the element dominating the convention
decided not to submit their action to referendum
of the Federation membership. They take the
position that the action of the convention is final,
that all Finnish members are withdrawn from the
Party, and they instruct any Branch desiring to
remain. in the Party that it must so notify the
Federation headquarters within sixty days.

As a matter of fact, the action of the Finnish
Convention did not withdraw the membership of
a single Finnish comrade. Under the Party Con-
stitution, the Federation has never had the right
to admit or expel members from the Party. The
Fianish Branches are afhliated with the Party
Organization through their respective State and
Local Organizations and will remain thus afhliated
until they themselves withdraw from member-
ship. Practically all the powerful Finnish organi-
zations in the Eastern States will refuse to follow
the Federation leaders and will retain their affilia-
fion with the Party.

The action of the Convention was based
largely on the fact that the Socialist Party had
not accepted the twenty-one terms of affiliation
laid down by the Communist International. The
Finnish delegates made a fine revolutionary ges-
ture in withdrawing from the Party on this ac-
count. Like so many of our extreme revolution.-
ists, who denounce the Party for not accepting the
twenty-one conditions, they themselves do not
intend to accept them. They are not joining the

Unjted Communist Party as they were com-
manded to do by Moscow, but have decided to
kecp the Federation “independent.” This decis-
ion, of course, is determined largely by the fact
that they have valuable properties in halls, co-
operative stores, banks, and newspapers in various
sections of the country, which would be lost and
their organization destroyed if they adopted the
program and tactics laid down by Moscow.
Having proved their revolutionary character by
denouncing the Socialist Party, they will now be
satished to go quietly along, observing all the
requirements of the existing capitalist law in order
to protect their property interests. Great is the
Revolutionary Gesture—and perfectly safe!

NOTICE.

An error occured in the last price list sent out
by the National Office. Scott Nearing's great
pamphlet “A Nation Divided” is listed at $4.00
per hundred. It should have been $7.00 per
hundred.

In flling orders received on account of this
mistake, as many copies will be sent as are paid
for at the correct price of $7.00 per hundred.

MARCH TO BE RED MONTH
BIG DRIVE PLANNED FOR
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND MEMBERS

THE SOCIALIST WORLD for December con-
tained an appeal by Comrade Debs for .contri-
butions to pay off the National office debt and
clear the decks for new work and bigger things.

It was very fine of Comrade Debs to make this
appeal in behalf of the National Organization, as
funds are badly needed at the present time, and
everything he says about the importance of getting
out of debt is' absolutely true. However, the
National Office cannot be maintained indefinitely
on contributions to pay past indebtedness. We
must get the organization on a sound financial
basis and having once done so, we must keep it
there. This is the intention of the National Exec-
utive Committee, and we think it can be accom-
plished.

The expenses of the headquarters have been re-
duced to a minimum and from now on we expect
to keep our expenditures within our income. I
is absolutely necessary that this income be m-
creased in order to enable us to do the necessary
organization work. There is but one relizble
source of income that can be depended upon at
all times to furnish funds for necessary work, and
that is the membership dues. In order té have a
steady, substantial income from dues, sufficient
to initiate and carry out new plans of work, it is
necessary for us to have a greatly -increased
membership. The activity of the National Office
is to be devoted to that end from now on. In-
creased membership is the answer to all' our
problems.

The National Executive Committee has decided
upon a campaign to increase our memberzhip to
one hundred thousand. This should be accom-
plished within the next six months with the oppor-
tunity that exists at the present time. Plans for
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am oxtensive membership campaign are under
way and will be submitted to you within the
next fcw weeks. These plans include a nation-
wide campaign not only for the orgamzatxon of
pow locals, but for the increase in membership
of the existing locals. It will include a Red
Month in March, during which special efforts
will be made to secure new members.

Valuable prizes, such as beatiful silk banners,
a library of cloth-bound books, etc., will be
awarded to Branch Organizations securing the
largest number of new members and the largest
percentage of increase in their membership. In-
dividual prizes of value may also be given to in-
dividual comrades securing the largest number of
applications.

The details of the campaign are bexrg worked
omt at the present time, and this is just to Hp
you off to what is coming. Be on the watca for
detailed information and prepare’to get into this
membership drive for all you are worth. It is
the most important thing which the Party has
umdertaken for years.

A hundred thousand members means a Party
worth while. It means a Party with some power
and influence. It means a sufficient income from
dues alone to pay all operating expenses, and
to carry out new plans and methods of work. We
want you to get ready for the big drive.

In the meantime, the attention of the member-
ship is called to the necessity of purchasing the
National Convention Assessment stamp and to
Comrade Debs’ appeal for contributions. All
contributions received in response.to Comrade

Debs’ appeal will be placed in the One Hundred

The Vork Has Commenseﬂ!]

Four National Organizers went to work this
month. They are going to keep at it. Others
‘will be sent as soon as we know that

You Are With Us

We will know when you send the following
answer—

I promise to pay tothe National Organization
Fund of the Socialist Party the sum of $..._.____
each month until we have ’]

One Hundred Thousand Members

Signed

Street.
City

Write plainly and send to

The Socialist Party
220 South Ashland Blvd., Chicago, Hl. H

Thousand Membership Fund to finance the Mem-
bership and Organization Campaign.

The first duty of every member is to see that
his own dues are paid up to date and to see that
his branch makes every effort to reinstate de-
linquent members and prepare for aggressive and
effective work in the big membership campaign.

Let's get the Hundred Thousand!

What Is The Matter With The Party?

By an Oid Comrade

There will be many different answers to this
question, but | know ONE thing, which is partly
the answer and upon which | think we will all
agree, regardless of our differences as to plat-
forms, policies or tactics.

In the old days there were not many of us
We were, individually, lone and lonesome Soc-
ialists. Often the only one in our shop or factory,
the only one in our lodge, or union, or school,
oc church, the only one in our social group, in
our meighborhood, in our precinct.

We were living a non-socialist world. We
worked and played with non-socialists. We wvisit-
ed and entertained non-socialists. According to
our various inclinations,"we danced, or drank, or
philosophized, or gambled, or worshiped, or cel-
ebrated, or talked, or read, or dined, or theat-
eced, or picnicked—WITH NON-SOCIALISTS.

And because we were Socialists, we talked
Socialism. We talked it to the people we associ-
ated with—the non-socialists. We talked it in
scason and out, on every occasion and at every
opportunity. No doubt we were often nuisances
and bores to our friends and acquaintances, but
nevertheless, we vere getting across with the
propaganda, we were reaching the mon-eocialist

with the message of Socialism. Of course, we
GREVW, that kind of propaganda always gets
results; if we didn’t get them with our arguments
we got them with the literature. we persuaded

them to read.
The Result.

Soon there were many of us. We had large
party branches. We had Yipsel organizations,
and Women's Leagues, and Sunday schools, and
Study Classes. We had tremendously large aad
interesting meetings, lecture courses, dances,
zaars, picnics. All sorts of activities in which we
could meet and associate with our own kind of
people, people who undersiood us and sympa-
thized with us, who understoood our viewpoint,
who felt and thought like we did and were inter-
ested in the same things that we were interested

in.

One by one we dropped all our old friends aad
acquaintances who had not become Socialists. Ve
did not make new friends outside the Socialist
circle. We did not enjoy ourselves with non-eoc-
jalists. We were not interested in them or the
things they talked about or were interested im.

Gradually we have built a stone wall of im-
patience, intolerance and exclusivencss arouad
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ourselves. We are living in a little Socialist world
of our own, cut off from all direct, personal asso-
ciation with the great mass of people occupying
the great non-socialist world around us.

We go into it only long enough to earn our
daily bread. We assocjate with the rank outsiders
we meet theréd only to the extent that our work or
business compels us to. We make no friendship,
we accept or extend no friendly or neighborly
invitations. We are impatient to get away from
thema at the earliest possible moment and rush
back to our own crowd and our own circle

We still attend lectures and entertainments, we
still dance and play cards, we still go to picture
shows and baseball games, but always we gewith
Socialists. We still talk Socialism—but we talk
with Socialists. We still argue, but we argue with
Socialists. We still read books and pamphlets and
pass them along, but we pass them along to
Socialists.

Isn’t this true to a large extent in your own
case? Stop and think about it for a moment.
You have talked a lot of Socialism in the past
week, you have had a lot of arguments, perhaps,
but how many of the talks and arguments were
with non-socialists?

This is one-of the reasons why we are at a
standstill, why we are not growing as we should
be with the tremendous social forces working on
our side as effectively as they are at the present
time.

We bave, of course, new recruits but most of
them COME to us, we don’t go out and GET
them. Through the organization we still pass our
leaflets and papers to the non-socialist, we carry
on house to house distribution but some way it
seems to have lost much of its effectiveness. What
is lacking is the personal touch, the lack of per-
sonal acquaintanceship, association and discussion
between the socialists and the non-socialists.

The remedy for this condition does not lie in
abandoning our present activities. We need the
lectures- and debates and study classes for our
own further education and development. We
need the dances, entertainments and other social
functions because recreation and amusement are
necessary for normal development. While we
retain all these things we must re-establish the
personal acquintanceship and discussion between
ourselves and the non-socialists.

To do this I propoge that individual members
of the branch pledge themselves to make the ac-
quaintanceship of FOUR non-socialists in their
OWN precinct each month for the next year,
working along the following general lines:

1. Commencing the first of the month the
volunteer will call upon, or otherwise .make the
acquaintance of four non-socialists in his home
precinct. That he will see them once a week
thereafter for the three next succeeding weeks.

2. Upon the first call the volunteer should
do no more than introduce himself, say where
he is living, that he is interested in Socialism and
believes that it is a good thing for the neighbors
to investigate and discuss the proposition among
themselves so as to arrive at an intelligent idea
as to its merits or demerits. Give the prospect a

goo amrllet and a-} him to read °t, tell him
you -1 comin~ back the next werk to find out his
opin‘on of it and that you will be glad to have
him -~'nt out, on your next vi-'t. anything to
whi-+ he objects in. the pamphl~t wihch you
are leavine. )

The object should be to AVOID argument or
discv-ricn on this Qrst visit. If the prospect wants
to argu~, don’t do it Sav you don’t know much
about it vrurself—vyou're just getting interested—
this ramphlet had father appealed to you—if he
will rrad it during the week you'll be glad to dis-
cuss w'th him on your next visit.

There are just THREE things you should do
on your first visit: Make his acquaintance; leave
a pamphlet; pave the way for your next wvisit.

It should not take more than ten minutes. You
can make the four calls in from forty five minutes
to an hour.

3. The conduct of succeeding visits will be de-
termined by your reception and the degree of
interest you are able to arouse. However, it .5 a
good policy to hold all of them down to compar-
itively brief visits, avoiding long arguments and
discussions, and directing your efforts towards
getting him to read the pamphlet which you
leave each time.

Generally it will not be difficult to hold the
visits down to 10 or 15 minutes. If the prospect
is interested and wants to argue or know more,
take his subscription for party papers. invite him
to propaganda meetings, even arrange to go by
for him and take him to the meeting if he will
agree to go.

4. At the beginging of each month you will
start your new prospects while the Comtry or
Branch Organizer corntinues the work yoa have
started with the old ones. 7

This work will not take more than one evening
a week. It will not interfere with any other act-
ivity of your branch but will supplement any
work it may be doing. At the end of the year
you will know, personally, 48 non-socialists in
your own precinct. Everyone of them will bave
mentioned your visits and your literature to some-
one else, ‘maybe commenting favorably, perhaps
unfavorably, but mentioning it nevertheless. It
means that with the people whom you directly
reach in this manner through gour prospects,
practically every voter in your precinct will have
Socialism called to his attention directly and per-
sonally. As a Socialist you KNOW what the
result will be—you will have a big increase in
membership in your branch and a big increase in
sentiment and in votes in your ward.

Here is an opportunity for you to do some
real organization and propaganda work. | am
leaving the selection of literature you hand your
prospects to the volunte&rs themselves, or to the
branch.

No matter what our policies and tactics are
they will not succeed unless we reach the great
mass of non-socialists. This is one way of reach-
ing part of that mass, of fre-establishing the
personal and acquaintanceship between ourselves
and the non-socialists which has been lost to a
large extent and which we must have in order to
get our message across.
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AFTER THE BATTLE

By.Eugene V. Debs

The election is over, the returns are almost
complete, and we are better than satisfied with
the result.

The political battle of 1920 resulted in a deci-
sive victory for our party. We are less interested
in the election of candidates here and there than
we are in a uniform vote that indicates the steady
growth of the movement, based upon the class-
consciousness of the party memberzship and a
clear understanding of Socialism and what it seeks
to accomplish.

The vote cast for the Socialist party this year
is all the more remarkable when it is considered
that the party was: almost wrecked by the war
and the brutal persecution which followed in its
wake, and that the campaign was begun with a
amall and demoralized member-
ship, an empty treasury, and a
beavy load of debt.

The Socialist vote would have
been more than double what it
was but for the following factors
in the campaign:

First,. A million voters, I think,
and  perhaps more, would have
voted the Socialist ticket, gave
their votes to the Republican party
to make sure of the crushing de-
feat and rebuke of the Wilson ad-
ministration, which appeard to
them the vital issue of the cam-
paign.

Second, The Farmer - Labor
party, the outgrowth of Socialist
propaganda, and led by former
members of the Socialist party,
many of whom deserted because
they could not stand the party's
unpopular’ attitude toward the capitalist war. In
their speeches and writings they appealed to
the radical sentiment by declaring that they were
sanely socialistic, while they assured the conserv-
ative and reactionary elements that they were
heading off Socialism. They were therefore at
once a Socialist and anti-Socialist party.

Third, Tens of thousands of workers engaged
in seasonal occupations and moving from place
to place, and tens of thousands of others seeking
employment, or perhaps evicted, or having to
move for one reason or another, as poor people
have so frequently to do, are perpetually dis-
franchised and lose their votes in a system in
which uncertainty is the only certainty they
know.

Fourth, The Socialist party ticket was not on
the official ballot in the following states:

Vermont, South Dakota. Montana,
Arizona, New Mexico, Louisiana.

Fifth, The Socialist party had no watchers at
most of the polling places and no means of
seeing to it that its vote was counted, and know-

Idaho,

Eugene V. Debs

ing as we do from actual experience how cor-
rupt the capitalist parties and politicians are, and
to what ends they go to control elections, it is
absolutely certain that we have been cheated out
of many thousands of votes that were cast for
our party. .

Sixth, At certain polling places, notably in New
York, the thugs in charge resorted to strong arm
methods and drove Socialists from the polls or
threw out their votes without counting them. The
evidence of these outrages is not wanting, but
there is no recourse for justice in such cases in
capitalist courts.

Seventh, The United Communist party, con-
sisting of former party members, according to re-
ports, boycotted the election, and did all in their
power in their campaign to
“smash the Socialist party,” to
keep workers from voting, and
some of them went so far as to
say to voters that if they must
vote they should vote the capital-
ist ticket. This was done, presum-
ably, to advance working class
solidarity. Bills were posted and
distributed, and men were hired
in the furtherance of this cam-
paign. But few voters were influ-
enced in this way. My advices
satisfy me that most of the com-
munists ignored these tactics and
voted the presidential ticket of
our party.

Several weeks before the elec-
tion [ said in one of my campaign
statements that the Wilson ad-
ministration would be swept from
power in a whirlwind of indig-
nation.

But it was not really an election at all; it was
a political slaughter. But for the Bourbon South,
where colored men and women do not vote for
fear of being murdered, it would have been prac-
tically unanimous.

The Wilson administration was not defeated, it
was literally steam-shoveled into the sea.

And Wilson lies at the bottom of the wreck!
But he doesn’t know it. He is almost the only one
who don’t.

President Wilson is the most tragic figure in
ancient and modern history. Never did over-
weening ambition .and lust for autocratic power
and glory meet with such crushing annihilation.

“But yesterday the word of Caesar might
Have stood against the world:
Now lies he there and
None so poor to do him reverence.™

History will consign him to the pillory and not
to the pantheon of the immortals. Posterity will
write his_epitaph.

He had the supremest opportunity mortal man
ever had to achieve irhmortal fame. But alas,
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he lics stricken and palsied by his own moral
betrayall

1 have all compassion for him. He is reported
in the press dispatches as having *‘authoritatively’
declared that he will not release me from prison.
I have not asked him to. It is not in his péwer
either to hold or to release me. My conscience is
clear and my spirit free. | stand in need of no
_man’s release, and least of all from one who is
himself in the grip of iron fetters and for whom
there is no pardoning power on earth or in
heaven.

Other hands than the feeble ones of Wilson
and Harding hold the key to my prison cell. In
those hands, strong and clean, reposes my trust,
and when | have served my time and proved my
fidelity to the cause, they will open the door and
my comrades and I will walk forth free without
the stain of ignominy or cowardice upon our
souls.

President Wilson waited until after election
to say he would keep me in prison on account of
my “influence,” a compliment | should appreciate
if I could receive any compliment at his hands.

In view of his condition | am more than willing
to excuse him for being the only man who does
not know that the White House was struck by
lightning, and* who does not understand the sig-
nificance of the political tornado.

The President suffered political annihilation as
the result of his own “'solemn referendum”, and
he may at his own leisure contemplate the most
solemn political wreck in history.

There is nothing more inexorable and nothing

more stern and pitiless than retributive justice.
It has done its work in the campaign just closed.
Not all its work has been done, but a drastic be-
ginning has been made. The rest will follow. It
cannot fail. The moral order of the universe is
pledged to it. We have but to wait and do our
duty.

Political action is a necessary part of the eman-
cipating program of the Socialist movement. Some
workers, disgusted with political corruption, re-
nounce the ballot and refuse to vote.
ridicule the ballot and declare it of no use. The
capitalists think otherwise. They realize the value
of the ballot and of political action and political
power, and with their grip on the government,
all the courts and armies and all the injunctions,
backed by clubs and. guns, are in their hands, and
are used to hammer and shoot it into the heads
of the enslaved and exploited workers that “the
ballot is a joke™” and that “‘there is no virtue in
political action’.

But let us not quarrel with those who ridicule
or otherwise seek to discredit our party and re-
tard its progress. Let us reason with them in a
comradely spirit, and if we cannot do that, we
can let them alone and go on with our work of
uniting the workers industrially and politically
and building our party that it may act loyally and
courageously its part in their emancipation.

The political batile of 1920 was a great Social-
ist victory!

Onward, comrades, to the next, with waited
ranks, a fearless front, to still greater victories!

The World of Books

TUCKER'’S HISTORY OF IMPERIALISM.

A History of Imperialism, by Irwin St. John Tuck-
er, Chicago, National Office Socialist Party,

Reviewed by William M. Feigenbaum.

Two things impress one about Tucker, whether
ome hears him speak, reads his writings or engages
im conversation with him. They are his eloquence,
and the profundity of his knowledge. These two
qualities are strikingly manifest in his *‘History of
Iperialism™, just off the press with the imprint
of the Socialist party.

Irwin St. John Tucker, orator, Socialist organ-
wer and pamphleteer, convict as Eugene V. Debs
is a convict, Comrade in the Socialist movement,
is likewise a priest in the Protestant Episcopal
Church. His training for the ministry, his studies
in history, theology, and numerous other realms
of learning, together with his previous work as a
newspaper man, combined with his rare powers
of oratory, have given him the training for the
task that he undertook in the writing of A His-
tory of Imperialism.”

In a very real sense, this work is a history of
the world, down to the day before yesterday.
Taking up each empire in turn, Egypt, Babylonia,

F

Persia, Greece, Rome, we come down through
the thundering centuries until we find ourselves
in England, India and America. Each Empire is
taken up carefully, with the keen mind and the
trained schollarship of a real historian; readers
will find the answers to many vexing questions in
these chapters, explained from the standpoint bf
what has come to be known as the “‘new history™.

At the same time, Tucker does not worry about
the conventions of the average historian. He has
the rare faculty of relating the problems of the
past with the events and in the language of today;
that is, if there is a wild reaction in ancient Egypt,
we are told that those who object are called
“Bolsheviks”. And so on, through the book, so
that wherever we go, we are reading the language
that we talk every day upon the streets.

There is one thesis back of the book; it is that
down through the centuries of history, empire
after empire has been erected, based upon the
roads that business men need to get arouad.
Egypt was the Nile; Babylonia was Mesopotaraia,
that is, the vally of the Tigris and the Euphrates;
Rome was the medium of trade—and so on down
to the railroads of America. As business interests
have dominated nation after nation. so business
interests have dominated the conduct of naticzs,
until the history of the world has keen a hiztory
of business interests of the world.
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Can this story be made interesting? It can—
and it is. More fascinating than a novel, more
thrilling than a movie, Tucker takes us down the
nations—and ends his tale with an idyll of such
rare beauty that it fairly takes the breath away.

This book of over 400 pages, well bound and

well printed, should have a large circulation. It.

will be found useful as a text-book by Socialist
study classes, who have thus far found no text
book of original history written from the stand-
point of the *“‘new history”. It will be found use-
ful to recommend to persons unfamiliar with the
Socialist conception of history, who will find by
a reading of its pages not only instru¢tion, and
pleasure, but also the fundamentals of the philo-
sophy back of Socialism..

This work of Tucker's is the most important
contribution to real scholarship by an Amrican
Socialist in many years. Socialists should be proud
of the fact that it is the work of a Comrade in the
ranks, the result of activity in the Socialist

movement.

AGAIN—RELIGION

COMMUNISM AND CHRISTIANISM: by William
Montgomery Brown, D. D., someiimes Protestant Eisco-
peal Bishop of Arkansas. The Bradford Brown Educational
Company, Galion, Ohio.

“Religion ist Privatsache” the old fathers of
Socialiem used to say. Religion, to them, was a
private matter, totally unconnected with the Soc-
ialist movement that they were founding, regard-
less of the fact that many of them, individually
and privately, were opposed_to religion.

“Banish Gods from skies and Capitalists from
the Earth™ says this degreed and begowned Epis-
copal bishop, in a book that is a direct challenge
to the statement that ‘‘religion is a private
matter”.

Bishop Brown is opposed to religion of all
kinds, and Christianity in particular; and he is
something of a Socialist. So with false “scientific”
method, he proceeds to tie his two beliefs to-
gether, and “‘prove” that it is impossible for one
to be both Socialist and Christian at the same
time.

Dr. Brown, in his book, does a great and grave
disservice to the Socialist movement. “'It is there-
fore” says Brown, ‘‘a profound truth that Soc-
ialism is.the natural enemy of religion™. No, dear
reader, this isn’'t Davery Goldstein or Pete Collins
speaking. This is a man who professes to speak
asa Socialist.

Dr. Brown's disservice to the movement, how-
ever, is slightly mitigated by the fact that, like
all the smart Alecks of radicalism, he takes the
new-fangled and more romantic and blood-curd-
ling title of “‘communist’” in place of that of Soc-
ialist; but he plays safe, in a curious and amusing
menner.

Our valiant author quotes in full the “Official
Manifesto Showing the Antagonism Between Soc-
talien and Religion; by the Socialist Party of
Goreat Britain™. But Paragraph .6 is modified by

the American author (without the consent of the
British authors) “to make sure’” Brown says, “‘of
guarding against the advocacy.- of armed insur-
rection’’! Mister Brown remembers the Ohio
anti-radical law, and while he valiantly discards
the ““moderate’ title of Socialist, for the more
“revolutionary’’ one of communist, he isn’t going
to run any danger of arrest; no sirree.

And the Socialist party of Great Britain guoted
so glibly? Oh, well, that's a tiny, insignificant
factional sect that nobody pays any attention to,
that has about the standing of the numerous “In-
dustrial Socialist parties’ in this country, number-
ing a disgruntled “leader” and a few score mer.
But Brown wants to back up his position with
“authority”’—and very few Americans know
that the “Socialist Party of Great Britain™ is
neither Socialist, nor is it a party, nor does it
amount to a tinker's dam in any way. The Soc-
ialist party in Great Britain is the Indepsndent
Labour Party.

~ “The new Communist party’” says Brown,

“has enhre]y replaced the former British labor
party’’! Don’t go any further than the two state-
ments just quoted. They give you the extent of
Brown's knowledge and authority. The “former’
British Labor party, the giant organization that
stopped the government’s war upon Russia last
Summer, has millions of members, and they are
growing more mxhtant every hour. And the “‘new
Communist party’ consists of E. Sylvia Pank-
hurst, Col. Cecil L'Estrange Malone, (a Liberal
M. P.), and a few hundred quarrelling sectarians.
So much for the value of this work.

This book, taken on its merits, is as worthless
as the cheap paper it is printed on. But Bishop
William Montgomery Brown, D. D. (he always
uses his full title) is advertising the book wvery
heavily, and the unthinking will be tempted to
spread it. A Socialist bishop! Fine! And with
every copy of the book placed into the hands of
a non-Socialist, there is'a new blow at the organ-
ized Socialist movement. This book is meat and
drink for the Goldsteins and Collinses; and the
only way to meet the bitter attacks that are going
to be leveled against our cause, using this book as
a valuable text, is this; that Mr. Brown is an irres-
ponsible person, not even a Socialist; that he is
utterly misinformed on the very elements of Soc-
ialism and knowledge of the Socialist movewent;
and that he speaks for exactly one perso:
is, Bishop William Montgomery Brown, D. D.

Maybe Doctor Brown finds it a profound truth
that “Socialism is a natural enemy of religion™,
but Bishop Paul Jones and Bishop F. S. Spald-
ing, two sterling Socialists, did not find it sa. Keir
Hardie, and Bruce Glasier, both of sacred and

'glorious memory, did not find it so, and they

speak with more authority than this Communiat-
afraid-of-the-law does. Ard so do all the Socialist
parties that ever existed, when they say that relig-
ion is a private matter.

And all the pseudo-science, and all the misin-
formation about the Socialist movement ﬂmt a
Bishop, Deedee can pour into a book cannot make
it o
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AFTER FIFTY YEARS

By FREDERICK ENGELS
(Continued from tast month),

Moreover, in addition to this, the German
working men had done their cause a second great
service, besides the first one, consisting merely
in their existence as the strongest, best disciplined,
and most rapidly growing Socialist party; they
had shown their comrades of all countries a new
weapon, and one of the keenest, jn showing them
how to use the ballot

Universal suffrage had long existed in France,
but had come into disrepute through the misuse
which the Napoleonic government had made of it.
After the Commune there was no workers' party
in existence to make use of it. In Spain, too, it
had existed since the republic, but in Spain it was
always the custom of all the real opposition
parties to refrain from voting. And in Switzer-
land, too, the experiences with universal suffrage
were anything but encouraged for a proletarian
party. The revolutionary working men of the
Romance countries had become accustomed to
look upon the ballot as a snare, as an instrument
of oppression manipulated by the government.

Universal Suffrage

In Germany it was different. The Communist
Manifesto had already proclaimed the winning
of universal suffrage, of democracy, as one of the
first and most important tasks of the militant
proletariat, and Lassalle had taken up the point
again. And when Bismarck saw that he was
forced to introduce this franchise as the only
means of getting the masses interested in his
plans, our working men at once took the matter
seriously and sent August Bebel into the constitu-
tional convention. And from that day on they
have used the ballot in a manner that has repaid
them a thousand fold and has served as an ex-
ample to the working men of all countries.

They have transformed the ballot, in the words
of the French Marxians, ““de moyen de duperie,
qu’il a ete jusqu'ici, en instrument d’emancipa-
tion”; from a means of jugglery, which it has
been heretofore, into an instrument of emancipa-
tion.

And if universal suffrage had offered no other
advantage than to allow us to eount ourselves
every three years, and by a regularly certified and
unexpectedly rapid increase of votes to raise in
equal degree the confidence of the workers and
the terror of their opponents, and thus to become
our best means of propaganda; and to inform
us exactly as to our own strength and as to that
of all opposing parties, and thereby give us a
standard for apportioning our activity such as
could not be equalled; and to save us both from
unitmely hesitation and untimely rashness; if that
were the only beneht derived from the franchise,
even then it would be enough and more than
enough.

But it has done far more. It gave us in
election campaigns an unequalled opportunity to
come in ccntact with the masses where they still
stood aloof from us, and to force all parties to
defend their views and action before all the

people against our attacks; and it also opened to
our representatives in Parliament a forum from
which they could talk to their opponents in Par-

Jiament as well as to the masses outside, with an

entirely different tone of outhority and freedom
what they could use in the press and in meetings.
What .good did the anti-Socialist law do the
government and the bourgeoisie.so long as the
clection campaigns and the Socialist speeches in
Parliament were coantinually nullifying it?
Moreover, with this successful use of the ballot,
a wholly new method of proletarian warfare had
gone into effect, which was rapidly extended. It
was found that the political institutions, by means
of which the supremacy of the bourgeoisie is or-
ganized, afford further handhold by which the
working class can attack these very'institutiona.
The party took part in the elections for State
Legislatures, Aldermén and industrial courts, and
contested against the bourgeoisie for every office
in the filling of which a sufficient number of the
proletariat had anything to say. And thus it hap-
pened that the bourgeoisie and the governmenat
came to a pass where they feared the lawful act-
ivity of the Workers' party for more than its un-
lawful activity; they dreaded the result of an
election more than those of a rebellion. For here,

‘too, the conditions of the struggle had materially

the conditions of the struggle had materially
changed. The old style rebellion, the street fight
with barricades, which down to 1848 gave the
final decision everywhere, had become decidedly
antiquated.

Ballots and Bullets

Let us harbor no illusions on this point; a vic-
tory as between two armies, is a thing of the
rarest occurrence. Moreover, the insurgents had
seldom aimed at this. Their object was to soften
the troops by moral influences, such as in a con-
flict between two warring countries would be of
no effect at all, or at any rate, in a far smaller
degree.

If this plan succeeds the soldiers refuse to obey
orders or_the officers lose their presence of mind
and the revolf is successful.

If this plan does not succeed, nevertheless, even

in the case the military is fewer in numbers, the
result shows the superiority of their equipment
and training, of the unified leadership, of the well-
planned arrangements of forces and their discip-
line. The most that an insurrection can attain in
real practical action is the scientfic construction
and defence of a single barricade.
Mututal support, the disposition and utilization
of reserves, in short, the assistance and co-oper-
ation of the separate divisions, which is indispen-
sable for the defense even of a single district, to
say nothing of the whole of a large city, is very
imperfect, and for the most part-wholly unattain-
able; concentration of forces upon a vital point
is out of the question. A passive defense is the
characteristic form of the struggle.

The attack will extend here and there to occas-
ional sallies or flank movements, but only as ex-
ceptions, for as a rule it will be confined to occu-
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pying the poutons abandon.d by t.. . :ing
troops. Then, further, the muilitary & . . ned
with artillery and with completely equ.pi.c and
trained battal.ons of p.on-ers, which the .o ur-
gents in almo.t all cascs wholly lack.

No wonder, thérefore, that even those barri-
cade fights which were conducted with the most
herpic bravery, as at Paris in June 1848, at
Vienna in October, 1848, and at Dresden in May,
1849, ended with the suppression of the revolt
as soon as the officers of the army, unhampered
by political considerations, fought according to
purely military principles and the soldiers re-
mained trustworthy. '

The numerous successes of insurgents down to
1848 are due to manifold causes. At Paris in
July 1830, and in February, 1848, as also in most
of the Spanish street fights, these stood between
the insvrgents and the military a citizens’ guard,
wihch either sided directly with the revolt gr by
its own lukewarm and hesitating attitude caused
the regular troops alsos to waver, and in addition
to that, furnished the insurgents with arms.

Wherever this civil guard at the start took a
stand against the revolt, as in June 1848, at Paris,
the insurgents were defeated. At Berlin, in 1848,
the people won partly through an important ad-
dition of fresh forces during the night and on the
momning of the 19th of March, partly on account
of the fatigue and lack of care suffered by the
troops, and partly on account of the hesitation of
the authorities. But in all cases where a victory
is won it was because the troops mutinied, or be-
cause the officers were lacking in determination,
or because their hands were tied.

Therefore, even in the classical period of street
fighting, the barricade was more of a moral than
a material force. It was a means for breaking the
loyalty of the army. If it accomplished this, the
victory was won; if not the cause was lost.

Even in 1849 the chances were already poor
enough. The bourgeoisie had gone over to the
side of the governments; ‘“‘culture and property”
greeted and treated the troops marching out
against the ‘in;urgents. The. barricade bad lost
its charm.

The soldiers no longer saw behind it the people,
but only rebels, rioters, plunderers, “'dividers-up,”
the outcasts of society; the officers had in time
become skilled in the tactical forms of street
fighting. They no longer marched out straight
ahead unprotected against the improvised breast-
works, but went around them through gardens,
courts and houses. And this course with a little
skill, would be successful in nine cases out of ten.

And since then many things have changed, and
all to the advantage of the military. Though the
large cities have become larger, so also have the
armies. Paris and Berlin have not quadrupled
simce 1848, but their garrisons have been in-
creased more than that. By means of the rail-
roads these garrisous can be doubled in twenty-
four hours, and in forty eight hours can be ex-
panded into giganfic armies. The weapons of
these enorumous hosts are incomparably more
effctive than formerly.

In 1848 they had only the smooth bore, percus-

s.on-cap, muzzle-loader; to-day the small calibre
magaz.ne breechloader, which shoots four times
a- lar, ten times as accurately, and ten times as
fast as the other. At that time they har only the
comgaratively ineffective solid bals and cartri
dy es of the artillery; to-day the percussion shells,
a single one of which is sufficient to demolish the
strongest barricade. At that time the pick of the
pionecr for breaking through walls; to-day the
dynamite bomb.

On the other hand, for the insurgents all the
conditions have become worse. A revolt with
which all layers of the population sympathize can
hardly come again. In the class struggle all the
middle layers of society will probably never rally
around the proletariat so exclusively that the re-
actionary party which rallies to the bourgeoisie
will almost disappear. The *‘people” therefore
will always appear to be divided, and thereby a
powerful lever is wanting which was so exceed-
ingly effective in 1848. Even if more trained
soldiers are found on the side of the insurgents,
it will be so much the more difficult to arm ther-.
The hunters and sportsmen’s guns from the retail
stores, even if the police should not have rendered
them unserviceable by removing part of the lock
as a precautionary measure, cannot by any means
compete with the magazine gun of the soldiers
even at close range.

Up to 1848 a man could manufacture the
necessary ammunition himself out of powder and
lead; but to-day the cartridge is different for
every gun, and if only one particular is it alike
everywhere, viz., in that it is a technical product
of large scale industry, and therefore, ¢annot be
extempore, and therefore the most of guns are
useless so long as one has not the ammunition
specially fitted for them.

Finally the new districts of the great cities have
been laid out with long, straight, broad s:reets, as
if made with special reference to operations with
modern cannons and small arms. The revolution-
ist would be insane who would deliberately select
the new workingmen's district in the north and
east of Berlin for a barricade fight.

Poes the reader now understand why the ruling
classes are 20 anxious by all means to get us where
the rifle cracks and the sabre slshes? And why
they to-day accuse us of cowardice because we do
not straight away betake ourselves to the street,
where we are beforehand certain of a defeat?
And why they so passionately beseech us to play
cannon fodder just for once?

Changed Tactics

These gentlemen are wasting both their pray-
ers and their dares for nothing and less than
nothing. We are not so green as all that. They
might just as well ask their enemy in the next
war to follow the line' of formation used by
Frederick the Great, or the formation in columns
of entire divis.ons a la Wagram and Waterloo,
and that, too, with the old flintock gun in the
hand As conditions have ‘changed for warfare,
30 not less for the class struggle. The period for
sudden onslaughts, of revolutions carried cat by

conscious minoritics at the head of tncons-
cious mazescs, is past. 'Where the question involves
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the complete transformation of the social organiz-
ation, there the masses themselves must be con-
sulted, must themselves have already grasped
what the struggle is about and what they stand
for. This is what the history of the last fifty years
has taught us. But in order that the mases may
understand what is to be done, long and persis-
tent work is needed, and it is just this work that
we are now doing, and that, too, with a success
which drives our opponents to despair.

In the Latin countries also people see more and
more that the old tactics have to be revised. They
have everywhere followed the German example
of using the ballot and of winning every position
wihch is accessible to them.

- In France where the ground has been broken
up for 100 years by revolution upon revolution,
where there is not a single -party which has not
furnished its share of conspiracies, insurrections
and all other revolutionary doings; n France
where, as the result of this condition, the Gov-
ernment is by no means certain of the army, and
where the circumstances generally are far more
favorable for an insurrectional venture than in
Germany, even in France the Socialists are com-
ing to understand better and better that no en-
during victory is possible for them unless they
first win the great mass of the people; that means
there the peasants.

(Concluded next month)

“You All Were Right”

The following letter received in the National
Office will be of interest to the many comrades
who have taken part in the work of the Prison
Comfort Club, practicularly to those to whom
the writer is personally known through long years
of associntion in the work of the Socialist move-
ment.

“Another Christmas in prison has passed and
we still live to tell the tale. The expected release
of palitical prisoners did not materialize—and as
I Bave a reputation for veracity to maintain, I will
fot say that | was not disappointed, but, as Kip-
ling says, that's another story’.

“1 received a wonderful shower of Chistmas
cards and letters from all parts of the country. .1
appreciate this more than words can express.
Many Cards were simply signed ‘Comrade’,
others with names and addresses. All bore ex-
pressions of cheer and comradeship.

“But among the many sentiments, there is one
from some unknown comrade in Chicago that
stands out as prominent as a sore thumb on a
few words, written in a scrawling hand, by a

well hand. The card from this comrade had these
workingman:

“ ‘Best wishes from one who fought for Dezx>-
cracy. You all were RIGHT.

*l have received many gifts of food, tobecea,
etc., from kind comrades which | appreciate very
much, but somehow this postal from this unknown
comrade has touched my heart, and now 1 feel
that I can stay here untill Hell freezes over and
sinners get away on skates. 1 wish you could find
this comrade and get his story-—it may be intex-
esting. ....... I would rather be a convict in
Atlanta than a miner in West Virginia. God
help them—man seems to have forgotten them.

“Gratefully and fraternally yours,
**Joseph Coldwell, Convict No. 10,0572.”"
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