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bolish It--It Is the One
aft Source of all Grafts

MY FAITH

~

By JACK LONDON

Glen Ellen, Sonoma Co., Cal.,

June 5, 1910.
Editor THE WORKINGMAN'S PA-
PER.
Dear Comrade: In your issue of

May 28, you have an article entitled
A LITTLE DEBATE, in which Com-
rade Armstrong holds thut I am a So-
clalist, and In which L. Manley lnsists,
from his reading of my book, MARTIN
EDEN, that I am not. Wherefore, 1
am impelled to send yon the reply I
made to the Rey, Charles Brown, when
he misinterpreted MARTIN EDEN.
Please return this copy.
Yours for the Revolution,

JACK LONDON.

The Letter

Oakland, Cal., January 17, 1909.

Since * hearing the Rev. Charies
Brown's sermon last night on MARTIN
EDEN, I can understand why for two
thousand years the Church has been
rent with dissension over the inter-
pretation of the Scriptures. Mr. Brown
gave last night a splendid sample of
the churchman's capacity for misin-
terpretation.

Mr. Brown Interpreted MARTIN
EDEN as a man who failed because
of lack of faith in God. I wrote MAR-
TIN EDEN, not as an autoblography,
nor as a parable of what dire end
awaits an unbeliever in God, but as an
indictment of that pleasant, wild-
beast struggle of Individualism of
which Mr. Brown is not among the

" least of the protagonists.

Contrary to Mr. Brown's misinter
pretation last night, Martin Eden was
not a Soclalist. Mr. Brown, in order
to effect a parallel with my own life,
said that Martin Eden was a Socialist.
On the contrary, I drew him a tempera-
mental, and, later on, an intellectual,
Individualist. 8o much so was he an
Individualist, that he characterized Mr.
Brown’s kind of ethics as ghetto-ethics
and Mr. Brown’s kind of Individualism

him, and that he had loved his idealiza-
tion more than the woman herself,
These were the things he had found
life worth living in order to fight for.
When they failed him, being a consist-
ent Individualist, being unaware of the
collective human need, there remained
nothing for which to live and fight.
And so he died.

All this is so clearly stated in the
pages of the book that I am compelled
to quote the following, which occurs
when Brissenden asks. Martin to go
down with him to the Sunday night
meeting of the Socialists. Brissenden
says to Martin:

“Outsiders are allowed fiveminute
speeches, Get up and spout. Tell
them what you think about them and
their ghetto-ethics. Slam Nietzsche
into them and ge* walloped for your
puins. Make a scrap of it. It will do
them good. Discussion is what they
want, and what you want you want,
too. You see, I'd like to see you a
Soclalist before I am gome, It will
give you a sanction for your existence.
It is the one thing that will save you
in the time of disappointment that is
coming to you. You have health and
much to live for, and you must be
handcuffed to life somehow.’"”

I cannot comprehend how,
reading such lines, that Mr, Brown
concelves Martin Eden to be a Social-
ist, gor how Mr, Brown failed so la-
mentably in grasping the thesis I have
expounded.

Martin Eden falled and died, in my
parable, not because of his lack of
faith in God, but because of his lack of
faith in man. Even Mr. Brown will
agree that he cannot get to God ex-
cept through man. Martin Eden failed
becausé he did not get even to man.
He got only as far as himself, and the
rest of humanity did not count.

Jack London, and Mr. Brown was woe- 3“
fully unacquainted with the subject.

He sald that I was Martin Eden. Let
me point out the vital weakness of his
parallel—Martin Bden killed himself;
I am still allve, 3

Why am I allve?

Mr, Brown should have read up on the
subject before he expounded it. Let
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today, which {s the Incentive of the
stomach. I retain my belief in the
nobllity and excellence of the human,
I believe that spiritual sweetness and
unselfishness will conquer the gross
gluttony of today. And 'ast of all, my
faith is in the working class. As some
Frenchman has said, ‘The stalrway of
time ig ever echolng with the wooden
shoe going up, the polished boot de-

For the of our

union workmen,
This measure has been

NOTICE

employes and the business upon

| which they and we depend for our living, we have decided
that from today this plant will employ only independent non-

adopted by the United: Metal

Trades Associstion of the Pacific Coast.

WILL THE UNIONS ACCEPT THIS CHALLENGE?

The foregoing notice was posted Wednesday moming in
every machine shop, -shipbuilding yard, foundry and other
works connected with the metal trades, where the employing
individuals or corporations are members os the Metal Trades

Association.

As all but three or four of the employers in this city are
in the association this means that if the unions fail the entire
industry will be run on a scab basis.

)

The ‘answer of the raliroeds to the
federal government's Interference to
prevent the raising of rates on the
Western roads is 0 lay oft 12,000
men, with more %o follow. Just an-
other fllustration @&f Labor being
forced to pull Small Capital's chest-
nuts out of the fira Small Capital
(farmers and man rers) wants
rates lowered acd Labor, belng with-
out a knowledge ot ‘he law of wages,
jumps in to help Brother Capital and
gets it in the neck by having his job
taken away from him.

There is another point in this rail-
road business that 18 worthy of nots,
With the control of the government
in hands presumably adverse to the
rallroads and rate regulation threat-
ened, the railroads cklily stop work.
Another illustration of what political
action alone may be able to do. La-
bor must be 80 organized as to hs able
to take advantage of every point and
to force the battle pn every side if
It is to win ag @ tangible in this
struggle w Labor's indus-
trint “must ‘ot "be Neg-
lected to engage in a wild scramble
after political’ advantages which will
only be nullified by action similar to
that taken by the raliroads.

A news dispatch says that: Roose-
velt, on his trip home across the At-
lantic, went into the stoke hole and
even passed a few ghovelsful of coal—
afterwards shaking hands all around.

scending.’”

Again I quote my faith, this time;
from the preface of my WAR OF THE
CLASSES:

|'He must learn that Socialism deals
with what is, not with*what ought to.
be; and that the material with which
it deals is the clay of the common
road, the warm buman, fallible and
frail, sordld and petty, absurd and con-
tradictory, even grotesque, and yet,
withal, shot through with flashes and
glimmerings of something finer and
Godllke, with here and there sweet-
nesses of service and unselfishuness,
desires for goodness, for renunciation
and sacrifice, and with conscience
stern and awful, at times blazing im-
perious, demanding the right—the
right, nothing more nor less than the
right.”

JACK LONDON.

STELZLE

Just listed to this coming from
Rev. Charles Stelzle, he who is
Ing of doing so much for the working
people: “Where we shall work and
what we shall work at, are matters

B

exceptions, of

course, but as a usual thing we have
the decision {n our own hands.”

A’ man who does not know indus-

trial conditions better than
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And—presumebly to take the bad taste
out of his mouth—he “formally re-
celved the first and second-class pas-
sengers.” This week “Life"” nominates
him for “world's referee,” a position
recently sought after by our erstwhile
“friend and comrade,” Dr. Brown, of
Seattle Boclalist Party fame. It Is
reported the latter is about to sue
“Life” for infringement of copyright.

Most of the important undertakings
of the world—and particularly those of
labor—are first broached and planned

in deliberative assemblies, more or less

orderly. It has been demonstrated
that the more orderly an assembly is
the quicker and more effective its
work. During all the years that men
have been discussing their affalrs in
meetings ‘“rules of order” have been
developed—not “capitalist” rules, but
rules designed to most eaglly and
quickly get at the exact will of any
body of men trying to decide any point,
They are used by capitalists and by
Iaborers. But many workingmen, with-
out a knowledge of these rules, are
not able to hold their own in their own
union meetings against' their slicker
brethren and the paid emissaries of
capital because of & lack of knowledge
of these very rules, “Rules of order”
are something no working man Is
“wasting time"” to study. They are
most essential to that workingman
m desires to be of some practical

Order” and retalls for 76 cents. We
have just made arrangements to han-
dle this book and can fill all orders
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estimated. The average intelligent
wage-worker is going to pay but very
little attention to the man who quotes
him figures which are manifestly un-
true—and when the aforesaid intelli-
gent wage-worker does give this loose-
talking Socialist attention it will not
be to believe but to refute and ridicule.
It s not the amount of wage exploita-
tion which is so terrible; it is the fact.
It we can get every workingman to
know that a part of ‘what hé produces
each day is being retained by his cap-
italist be the t ever so
little—he is going to consider ways
and means of retaining that part of his
product himself. And it is going to
be a lot easler to convince him that he
is being robbed by giving him figures
that you can prove and which seem
reasonable to him than to tell him a
lot of stuff that only causés “roars of
derisive laughter,” as the dramatic
critic says, on his part. Better far to
understate the fact than to overstate
it It is the fact of wage exploitation
that we want to bring home.

Those of our readers<and ‘we hope
all are in that class—who read more
than one paper, are requested to send
their subscriptions through us. We
have made arrangements with most
of the Socialist papers to secure a
commission on all subs sent iun, and
anything -turned our way on this ac-
count helps to pay the printer every
week, and buy more white paper.
Think It over.

You ought to take this paper and go
over to the man who {s next best post-
ed to you in the town and get him to
%lublcnbe. He will not be able to
;mke things interesting for you when
You are arguing unless he takes this
paper and keeps posted. We know be
doesn’t like the paper. We are nut
printing it for him to like it, but to
teach him something he doesn't know,
and in order to keep on learning our-
selves the things we should know.
Polnt out to him the necessity for rend-
ing something he doesn't agree with
in order to be able to meet the argu-
ments of all sides. Our paper Is a
non-sectarian, proletarian newspaper,
open to all sides of any proposition
directly affecting the working class
and closed to everything else, Itisa
paper that every working man should
read whether he agrecs with it or not,
as we are publishing every week mat-
ter that you cannot find in any other
paper, and discussions of subjects vit;
ally important to the working class
that for all other papers say about
them, do not exist. And we are ham-
mering home, week after week, the
one great, all-important fact of wage
exploitation as the basis of the cap-
italist system, the abolition-of which
must be the immediate work of the
proletariat,

THE PRODUCTIVE
FORCES

**“The mass of the actually accumu-
lated wealth, considered as to magni-
tude, is absolutely insignificant com-
pared to the Productive Forces of
society to which it belongs, whatever
may be its stage of clvilization; or
even compared to the actual consump-

THE WISCONSIN PLATFORM
~ ANALYZED

Not very long ago, J. G. Phelps-
Stokes, of New York, criticized, In a
speech, the Milwaukee Soclalist move:
ment as being a middle class reform
movement.

Phelps-Stokes has by this action
made himself one of the most nnpopu-
lar individuals in the American Soclal-
st Party

Victor L. Berger, the Hero of Ameri-
can Socialism, scores him; Rev. Fred-
erick Strickland, easlly the first Soclal-
ist in the “Hoosler” state, “resents his
aspersions”; Emil Seidel, the first and
only Socialist mayor of a large Ameri-
can city, tells him to mind his own
business, while Walter Thomas Mills,
second to none in the world as far as
experience In manysided and practical
“Soclalism™ is concerned, almost calls
Stokes a llar.

Heory T. Jones, whose fame does
not extend beyond the city limits of
Milwaukee, is careful not to dispute
the contentions of Stokes by mere
words, but refers him to the recently
adopted Wisconsin Social-Democratic
platform in this wise:

“Comrade Stokes, if you are still of
the opinion that the Wisconsin' com-
rades are not revolutionary, just take
a peep at the state platform. If that
doesn’t convince you of the error jof
your tangled opinion, then you are as
hopeless a case as an elephant trying
to make successful use of an aero-
plane.”

But that is where Jones “put his
foot in it,” even though he thought he
was careful. When I read Stokes'
criticism I was inclined to think that
he was correct, in that the Milwaukee
victory was not a Soclalist victory, byt
a'victory for middle class reform. But
since Henry Jones has advised Stokes
to “take a peep” at the state platform,
I have been “peeping” a little myself,
and am now thoroughly convinced that
the Wisconsin movement is not revolu-
tionary, but only a middle class re-
from movement, if we are to judge it
by the state platform.

Below are quoted portions of this
document tending to show its “revolu-
tionary” character. After stating that
“the Soclal-Democratic Party is the
American expression of the interna-
tional movement of the modern Work-
ing Class for better food, better houses,
sufficient sleep, more lefsure, more edu-
cation and more culture,” it proceeds:

“Under the present system soclety
is rapldly dividing Into two classes—
the rich and the poor, the capitalist
class and the proletariat. The one
tolls without enjoying, the other en-
Joys without tolling.

“The wage earners of the cities and
the farmers are the principal produc-
ers of this country. Under our present
economic system both are exploited for
the benefit of the capitalist class, the
laborer on the sale of his labor power
and the farmer on the sale of his prod-
ucts. Both are again exploited In the
purchase of practically all the neces
sities of life.”

These two paragraphs have not been
written on the spur of the moment.
They represent careful deliberation
and well studied efforts. Thelr “revo-
lutionary” feature is that “soclety is
dividing into the capitalist class and
the proletariat.” But now comes that
old irritating question: “Who is a
Proletarian?"  Berger; or whoever
framed the platform, attempted to pre-
clude this question by several infer-
ences, First by inferring that “rich
and poor” are terms synonymous with
“capitalists and Proletarians.” Sec-
ond, by substituting “producers” for
Proletarians, thereby slipping In the
farmers with the Wage Workers.

Now, it is true that the tendency of

soclety 1a to become divided into.two

-

By Arthur Jensen

classes, the Capltalist Class and the
Proletarlat. But the division is by no
means complete yet. The middle
class Is still a large portion of present-
day society, Including the farmers, the
retall merchants and many other
groups who may be classed as “pro-
ducers,” but certainly not as Prole
tarians. By the same token, ail poor
people are not proletarians, there be-
ing a large number of poverty-stricken,
mortgaged or even tenent farmers who
are Proletarians no more than their
more well-to-do brothers. These “poor,
producing” farmers oppose the reduc-
tion of hours and increase of wages of
their proletarian farm hands as in-
tensely as any trust magnate, and it Is
hardly to be expected that they will
assist in breaking the chains of wage
llxvery‘when they so ardently oppose
the removing of just a link or two.

Engels, in a footnote in the “Com-
munist Manifesto,’ defines the ¥role-
tariat as follows: “That class of mod-
ern Wage Laborers, who, having no
means of production of their own, are
compelled to sell their labor power in
order to secure a livelihood.”

It is the modern Wage Class which
is the revolutionary force in society.
This class does not inclnde all the
“poor,” nor all the “producers,” as we
have already seen. The Social-Demo-
cratic Party of Wisconsin is no more
courageous in analyzing capitalist soci-
ety than the La Foilette “insurgents.”
The latter are also championing the
cause of the “poor,” of the “producers,”
“the common people,” ete., without
stating definitely what they mean by
these terms. And instead of La Fol-
lette and his followers “stéaling the
thunder” of the Social-Democrats, it
seems to me as though the latter are
stealing La Follette's thunder

The statement that the wage earners
“are again exploited in the purchase of
practically all the necessities of life,”
is utterly erroneous, and is the middle
class cry for cheaper freight rates,
cheaper farm Implements, cheaper cost
of living, etc., and is nothing but a
trap for the modern Wage Class which,
on an average, is being exploited in
the production of commodities, of
everything above a bare living. Here
exploitation ceases, as there is nothing
more left to exploit.

The Insurgent Republicans as well
25 many Democrats would gladly en-
dorse In full the statement on trusts
and monopolies contained in the So-
clal Democratic platform of Wiscon-
sin. It reads as follows:

“The most characteristic exprossion
of the present econoguie system is the
trust and the monopoly.

“Electricity, steam and many mod-
ern inventions have struck the death
blow at manufacturing on.a small
scale, Competition has wiped out com-
petition. Manufacturing on a large
scale makes monopoly an Iuevitable
condition. The trust and the monop-
oly are here, whether we wish it or
not, The only quéstion is whether
they shall be public or private monop-
olies.

“Private monopoly is a curse to the
nation, Thus we see the coal trust
making untold millions out of the suf-
fering of the poor; the ofl trust piling
up the greatest fortune the world has
ever seen upon the ruin of innumer
able small dealers, and in deflance of
all laws and courts of justice; the
meat trust sending thousands of unsus-
pecting human belngs' to an early
grave by selling diseased meat, simply
to make dividends und heap up mil-
lions, Similar statements could be
proven agalnst all the other truets.

“The trusts have proved that now-
adays a small number of capitalists
have it im their power to decide how
much meat and how much bread we
shall eat; how much we shall spend
for coal and how much for oll; how
nicely “or how poorly we shall be
clothed and housed; what kind of fur-

Continued on Page Four
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The best place 1o Seattle oest.| |

Ewing

Insurancs and Resl Estate
ALABKA BUILDING SEATTLE
Qeo. Overton Pats Reardon

OldCrowSaloon

WINES, LIQUORS AND CIGARS ;i

Phones—Sunset M B435; Ind. 1132
114 PIKE S8TREET

| United Dentists

SOUTHWEST CORNER WASHING-
TON AND OCCIDENTAL

Painless Extraction, 50c; Fillings, 50c
up. All work guaranteed 12 ysars.

SHOES

OF EXTRA VALUR

Raymond & Hoyt
1406 Third Avenue
Green LakeDrug Co
Pure ‘Drugs and Drug Sundriea.
Hvery % aay part of the eity.

Clarense H, Merritt, Mgr. ’
7808 WOODLAWN AVENUE.

J. A. Inman #hone Ind. 508

Inman’s Delicates’n|

Hi Cooking and
" ll:’nd You Like

508 PIKE STREET

A. A. Pattarson A. L. Patterson

Patterson’s Cafe

OPEN ALL NIGHT
300 Pike Strest Phene, Ind. 4871

Socialist

of all kinds, take
subscriptions for mag-
azines and papers at

sine wna e . BOOkS

Raymer’s Old Book Store
1522 First Avenuo Seattle

‘We buy, sell and
exchange books

 Repeatad From Oue Fis Teue In 1910)
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‘tion. It seems incoaceivable to some & Dewspaper can ¢an be non-sectarian; an of Proletarianism
an organ of any exclusive branch: of Yet that is the critical scien nﬁmdcﬂisplpcntbw
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historical movement going on under our very syes.

Wotkingmen of all countries, unitel
To assist in

The Proletarian elements now scattered in A. F. of
other bodies, together with multitudes now

; kingman' in the L W. W,, sees
~MhtbA.F.dL.MminDclml'oB.LP.
also-constructive, for the seeks to promots the good in all. and to remove the evil in all.
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chmumlmmmmndmkomthue of the Proletariat as a whole. All policies are de-
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mwﬂldwlysmdeva-ywhere.inthe!um:nximm
years, nwmmwdmw”lm
thenfon.encoungn.antheonehand,pruﬁuﬂyeveyndvmudmd
those organizations which push forward all others; on the
all scientific Proletarian pnbﬁutxou. we have the advantage over many

mlmmodhudmd“‘rthHnﬁm’nPupu" organs,
namely: FORMATION OF THE PROLETARIAT INTO ONE CLASS, OVERTHROW OF BOURGEOIS
SUPRD(ACY CONQUEST OF POLITICAL POWER BY THE PROLETARIAT.

Ourthmdnleoncludmmlnumblndonldeuorprindplamthnebeeninvemed,ordhcov-
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We disdain to conceal our revolutionary views and aims. We openly declare that Proletarian ends can be at-
uhedodybytheladﬂnm&rcwdaﬂdnhgnddfoundmm Let the ruling class tremble at a Prole-
tarian Revolution. The Proletarians have nothing to lose but their chains. They have a world to win!
the Wage Slaves of Capital into a union capable of winning such an emancipation, this
paper was founded in 1900. It has no other policy in 1910.

a UNITED LABOR PARTY. To that eud this paper is devoted.

good in the “I'm a Bum” nn; but it also sees
It also sees evil'in all of them. This critical method is,
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with the capitalists, this paper wil! point out and
independently of all apparent divisions, national,
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Labor
and the ultimate general results of the Proletar-

is the same as that of all other really Proletarian

L, LW W, WFofM S.P,S.L.P,U.W. W, and
in the United States, must lomenme cometogether as

What to Do

Here is a letter from one of our oldest and best supporters, Austin
Boudrean, of Attleboro, Mass.: “Please find Money Order for Fifty Cents,
to pay up my arrears, Please discontinue sending your paper, Belleve me,
1 am very sorry for this, but I do not like your present policy. Yours with
Regret.”

‘We are not recelving very many such lonerl not nearly as many as we
Most of our readers seem to look at our changed policy as the

tod

OF AMERICA

Beginning With Oct. 10 Thers ls Be-
ing Issued a Sunday Edition of

The New York Call

Union.
There will be full Socialist and
Trade Union news, a full page of Wo-
" man's Bphere and the best department
“For Young Folka” ever printsd, Barly
issues will contaln stories and articles

noblest and most
optimistic expreasion of in the
mmmd&oﬁhm

“NOT THE BIQGEST SUNDAY
PAPER BUT THE BEST.”

lnhutpthnh-muﬂhm
. For one year—Sunday issue

exp
worker from Minneapolis, quoted last week:
I want to hear all sides.”

“] don't agree with you, but

‘We are not sure what particular position our present correspondent occu-
ples, though we think he is & good Socialist Party man. We wish he had
designated his point of disagreement.

Surely, Boudreau does not disagree with this paper in its fight for the
Emancipation of the Wage Workers. It always stood for that, when he was
working to get us subscribers in the years we supported the 8. P.

Is it that we want the Wage Workers to emancipate themselves, that
we do not believe the Middle Class can emancipate the Wage Class? This
paper always stood for that also; it has consistently opposed all compro-
mises with Capitalist parties and principles. Those who are behind “The
Workingman's Paper” were expelled from the Soclalist Party for maintain-
ing this very principle, that the Soclalist Party must be a Wage Class organi-
zation, at least fundamentally. It was for this that Walter Thomas Mills
came to this state and founded a paper to run us out of existence. It was
for our criticlsm of the “Appeal” nine years ago because it stood for a
Middle Class program, “Public Ownership of Momopolies,” that Wayland
denounced and slandered this paper when it was unknown, using his great
girculation in an sttempt to kill us off. ‘It is because we have not hesitated
to pame names, 'when they represented Middle Class tendencies, as Victor
Berger for instance, that we have Incurred the hostility of every one In the
Proletarian Movement who stands for such tendencles: And mow that the
Socialist Party has actually ceased to be a Proletarian organization and is
making its main appeal to the Middle Class Interests, as in Milwaukee, this
paper is absolutely consistent in its criticlsm of that party as not fitted to be
the organ of Proletarian Emancipation.

. . L
lnwmaouAuﬁnBaudmn.orou‘m-uuMm.dInmewlmnin
this attitude? Would they have us support the Bocialist Party, just because
it is called Soclalist; would they have us call a wolf & sheep because it calls
itself a sheep; would they have us accept Dr. Cook as a hero, just because
he labels himself, Discoverer of the North Pole? i
It is a great disappointment to us that the Bocialist Party has falled to

.mwmomwmtblwamndolemwlh We have put in nine

years of the hardest kind of work in connection with that party. We have
many of our personal friends In that party, with . who mit is hard to dis-
agree. w.hvanotuvordorlnvmmlucrlumtoomr@nnldwo

one of them. But it is the province of “The Workingman's Paper” to serve
mch-ozwﬂumuammmmummmw however
valued as & friend. It is solely because we belleve the Socialist Party is
mﬂmmw-nchumtnmwmm--mwopmwmm

present state of unrest and investigation among the Union men everywhere,
you can further working class unity to the end of abolishing Capital Itself
and its attendant wage slavery.

o 3 2

You can join the I. W. W. too. Why not? It may be there is no other
Unlon covering your occupation, as the Loggers, for example. It may be
there is no Union ‘at all where you are. Then organize one, even if you do
not affiliate with any national body. Get together, even if you do lose your
job for your pains. What are you on earth for, anyway? Just simply to
wear chains in contentment? By all means get together with your fellow
workers against the Capitalists, wherever you are. If you are a Farm Hand,
for instance, organize for shorter hours and better beds and better food.
And always educate about your Class Interests, about the Unpald Labor upon
which Capital {s bullt, about the Robbery in Wages, about the Revolution
committed to the Wage Class.

‘What political”party shall you support? That is a much harder guestion.
For there is at present no Proletarian Political Party In existence. And you
will recollect we cannot adyise you to support anything that is pot Prole-
tarian in its tendencies. ’

Both the so-called Soclalist parties are led by Middle Class people, what-
ever thelr pretensions. They have practically no following among the wage

in the U. 8. The two “Soclalist” parties have less than Fifty Thousand
members altogéther, and these are constantly dropping out and replaced by
raw recruits. That means there {8 mot one constant Socialist voter, who
can be depended on, to every 300 voters in the country. Counting all the
votes secured at the last election, they amount to less than 3 per cent. It
Is as nothing, after at least Twenty Years of work. If you reckon the pro-
prtion of enlightened, revolutionary Prolefarians to be found in the country,
those who cannot be misled by any 'temporary,” makeshift, Middle Class
political attempts,’ whether called “Soclalist,” or “Lahor,” or “Democratic,”
why, this number is an exceedingly small per cent,
. ‘ Ld

Yet there is a rising, unformed Class Consclousness pervading the Wage
Class everywhere, which must soon take shape in combined action for politi-
cal ends, that is, to get control of the power now lodged in Government.

We freely admit we do not see at present any organization along politi-
eal lines worthy of proletarian support. We also admit we cannot see the
force of the oft-aszerted maxim that there must be two wings to the wage
ciass, the Economic and the Political. We cannot see why there should be
& double organization of the Proletariat

What is needed, 1s Unitéd Class Action, of whatever kind, for Class
ends. Therefore, this paper supports all action looking in that direction. It
supports the A, F. of L., b it 1s composed of Proletarians organized
as such, and more and more driven, in spite of reactionary leadership, toward
lndultrlll Unity. It supports the I. W. W., because, in spite of much irre-
lpoulbh leadership, it is omnlzlng the unskilled workers and is fighting
and exposiug the short-sighted selfishness of mere Trades-Unlonism.

We esteem it the duty of every wage worker to be & member of one
or both of these organizations, and to work day and night therein, for the
Union of all wage workers to overthrow Capital itself, that is, to take pos-
session of Capitalistic property in the most practicable war.

class—outside Milwaukee. Think of it. There are Sixteen Milllon Voters|
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is exposed, over which he has
ve subject of all possible combinations of circumstances, and
himself fortunate when he has saved his life even for a
; and his character and way of living are naturally shaped
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r he seeks to keep hig head above water in this whirlpool, to
his manhood, and this he can do solely In rebellion against the
and then abandons him to his fate, which
position so demoralizing to a human being;
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“To save is unavailing, for at the utmost he cannot save more than
suffices to sustain life for a short time, while If he falls out of work,
it is for no brief period. To accumulate lasting property for himself
is impossible; and, if it were pot, he would only cease to be & working-
wman, and another would take his place. What better thing can he do,
then, when he gets high wages. than live well upor them?

“The bourgeoisie is violently scandalized at the extravagant living
of the workers when the wages are high; yet it is not only very natu-
ral but very semsible of them to enjoy life. when they can, instead of
laying up treasures which are of no lasting use to them, and which in
the end moth and rust (that is, the bourgeoisie) get possession of."—
‘From "Condition of, the Working Class in England in 1844, three years

before Engels and Mark together wrote the “Communist Manifesto.”

The Eclipse of Marx

The modern Christian declares Jesus his master and model, yet in prac-
tice ignores the ethics of Jesus. The modern Soclalist accepts Marx as his
Economic Master, but ignores the central teaching of Marx. v

That Jesus wus an altruist it did not need Tolstol fo show. His “Turn
the other Cheek,” and his “Love your Neighbor,” were embodied in his life

and pre-eminently in his death. He was a real miracle of sympathy, if “.sr_

torie, and an equally miraculous ideal, if literary only. In either case, tlose
who believe in him profess to follow him. He is thelr great exemplar,

What a miracle of Inconsistency is John D. Rockefeller as a disciple of
the meek and lowly Nasarene; or Archbishop Ireland; or the ordinary busi-
ness man, let alone the soldier or policeman. It actually seems inconceliv-
able, this acceptance of the ideals of morality contalned in the Sermon on
the Mount and this practice of Jungle morality in the flerce competition of
the commercial world, Yet the Christians seem unconscious of the hideous
incongruity. Rockefeller continues to “love Jesus” and kill his competitors.
Millions go to church every Sunday, and practice “The Devil take the hind-
most,” every week day. ;

In a precisely similar way, the professed followers of Karl Marx treat
thelr master's maln idea, They pralse Marx to the skies as the greatest of
all sclentific 6conomists, as the only man who has revealed the true secret
of Capitalist society. They rejoice at the translation of the last volumes ol
his masterpiece, “Capital” into English, and hasten to put all his works on
their bookshelves, Socialists are just as proud to be Marxians as church-
men are to be Christians,

. 0 o

Now, what Is the main idea from end to end of Marx’s “Capital”? In &
single phrase, it is Unpaid Labor. That is his own favorite exprgssion, as
much as Love is the keynote of Jesus. According to Marx, Capital itself
is produced and reproduced in coutinucus cycle from Unpald Labor. Ac-
cording to Marx, when a man is pald his wages, a surplus product of his
labor, over and above his wages, is withheld from him by his employer with-
out any compensation, taken from the wage-worker for nothing. In simplest
form, if you are pald Two Dollars for your day’s work, your employer retalns
a surplus for himself out of your day's prodnct equal to another Two Dollars,
more or less. This Surplus Produet, this Unpald Labor of the immense
number of Proletarians, or Wage-Workers, is the very source and secret of
Capitalist accumulation. Here 1s the real confiscation, the real robbery,
compared with which all the socalled graft and thievery and corruption
are the merest drops in the bucket. In fact, all these other forms of graft
are only subdivisions of this one original graft.

' wage worker will understand most naturally.
product, higher wages and less hours of labor, that every worker Is con-
cerned to get, and that.all Unions fight to obtain, Unconsclous of the Great
Economie Fact that Marx wrote his masterpiece to elucidate, and which he

life to get the Working Class to understand, the Working Class

organized its industrial armies to attack this Citadel of Capital.
truth, there 1s no better confirmation of the Marxian economc analysis
soclety, than agreement of his theory with the actual development

sistence wage”? And it may be sald
&t the instance of the writer of the present editorial.
whole fundamental Theory of Socialism was entirely and
overiooked by all the rest of the Platform Committee, consisting of

(Reprinted from our lssue of April 9, 1910.)

Aside from the [rusts themselves, the most comspicuous phenomenon in
the Walted States today is the Rebellion of Bmall Business against Big Busi-

Pinchot versus Ballinger is st bottom Small Business rebelling
agalnst its exclusion by Big Business from all business. Gifford Pinchot him-
#self said last Christmas: “For whose benefit shall the national resources be
conserved, for the benefit of the many or for the use and profit of the few
The great conflict now being fought will decide.” »

their associates the posscssion of the Alaskan treasures of copper and coal
Plachot's contention is that these treasures should be retained by the Gov-
erument so:as to give equal opportunity for their use to the “American Peo-
ple;” that 15, to the small Investor and prospector. He inveighs against “Ex-
cessive Profits from the Control of Natural Resources Monopolized by a Few.”

There are many theorisers who, following Marx siavishly, claim the Mid-
dle Class is too timid to put up a fight for itself, that it is disintegrating and
has no future. But the American Middie Class has different traditions and
training from the “Petty Bourgeolsie” and small traders referred to by Marx.
The best representative of' this American Middle Class is Theodore Roosevelt,
the Btrenuous. No one will deny that he is a good fighter. Other words of
Gifford Plochot have the ring of Battle in them, as follows: “We have al-
lowed the gregt corporations to occupy with thelr own men the strategic points
in business, in social and iu political life.” “The oniy thing to do with them
ls to fight them and te beat them.” That does not sound lke timidity and in-
capacity.

e " 9 0

The “Insurgents” among the Republicans, like La Follette and Cummins
in the Benate and Norris and Polndexter in the House, with their SBmall Busi-
ness backing of Farmers and Merchants in the West, are only another mani-
festation of this Middle Class Rebellion.

The Bryan Democrats are another branch, though less capable and
politic.

The vast growth and success of the chesper Magaszines in the last five
years 15 directly due to the fact that they voloe the popular discontemt with
the unparalicled development of the monopollatic trusts. “Everybody's”
Jumiped to & balf-million circulation on the strength of Tom Lawson's ilerce
attacks on “Standard OIL” The swarm of “Muck-Rakers,” like Charles Bd-
ward Russell, Judge Lindsey and Stannard Baker, are pald for and inspired by
the militant hosts of these Middle Clzes Rebels.

. 00 /

What will be the result? Is it possible for the Rebellion to become &
Revolution? Will this American Middle Class, consisting of millions of men
who have hitherto been successful in business; men selected and hardened
for conflict by their two centuries of experience as Pioneers; will they win
this battle against the comparatively small Army of Monopoly, Bpecial Privi-
lege, Incorporated Wealth?

Those who glibly say they have no chance, becsuse the Laws of Combina-
ton will defeat them inevitably, may have miscalculated social forces. For
the next step In the evolation of American society may be Government Owner-
ship in the interest of the Middle Class. “Conservation” means, as Pinchot
says, that “our natural resources must be comserved for the bemefit of the
many.” The Government, by this plan, shali retain its ownership of the coal
ﬂoldlolMuddth.onrﬂhconMwumeﬂpﬂvm
ownership and monopely and to insure “Equal Opportunity.” :

Buppose Roosevelt, on his return, with his immense popularity and genlus
for forceful leadership, shall openly defy “Cannonism” and “Aldrichism” and
Taftiam, there is no doubt he can be re-elected as the Napoleon of the Middle
Class Rebellion. He will have behind him & Congress overwhelmingly Middle
Class and Anti-Monopoly. What is to prevent comprehensive legislation in
the direction of Middle Class Soclalism? QOifford Pinchot is now on his way
across the Atlantic to be the first to consuit with the returning Roosevelt on
the Conservation Issue. )

Bear in mind again what Pinchot sald in that remarkable interview of
his last December: “The Conservation lssus le & great moral issve. When &
few men get possessien of one of the necessaries of life, sither through own-
orship of a natural resource or through unfair business methods, and use that
control to extort undue profits, as In the recent cases of thy Sugar Trust and
Beof Packers, they injure the average man without geod reason, and they are
guiity of a meral wreng."” !

2| betore the U. 8. Bupreme Court, stated

‘w,um-mmmmﬂmmm
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~ It may be that even now thelr economic power is 50 great that no

| union of Middle ‘Class elements in society can be effected strong emough to

industrial organization of American society under the lead of the Captains of

To be sure, such & progress is won at the expense of personal liberty and
the extension of wage slavery, and the utter extinction of the entire class of
splendid fighters who have built America out of the wilderness.

Yet It is better that one Middle Cliss generation should perish than that
ten generations of Proletarians should live and dle in slavery.

When the Trusts have developed into The Trust, when all productive in-
dustry in the United States has been unified under one managemen, and the
Government is nothing but the repressive power of this centralized, syndicated
demﬂnthmw‘ud the exploited Proletariat
will be fdentical and have identical interests, and consequently will form a
vast and irresistible Revolutionary Class.

The sooner this centralization of economic and political power is accom-
plished, the better the prospect for such an exploited ciass belng competent
for united snd revolutionary action; for the present American Middle Class
or their children will make poor slaves and rebeliious subjects.

Consequently, we regard it as desirable and progressive that the Present
Middle Class Rebellion should not succeed, that Bourgeois Soclalism should
be exposed for what it s, an attempt to help the Class of Little Business to
perpetuate itself and to postpone indefinitely the day of Wage Labor's Emanci-
pation.

. L

The key to the immediate situation les with the American Working
Class.

The Middle Class Rebellion dep
the Wage Class,

The victory of Big Business and the abolition of Little Business also de-
pends upon the action of the Proletarians.

It is announced that Gompers Is contemplating the formation of a political
party to be composed of the Unlons affilisted with the American Federation
of Labor, In combination with certaln Farmers’ organizatons, alleged to num-
ber some three million voters. If this be'true and such a party is formed, it
will be in direct line with the Middle Class Rebellion outlined in this article.
For these Farmers’ Unions are not organizations of the Farm Laborers, but of
the Small Farm owners. Their program goes ng further than Public Ownership
of Public Utilities, combined with the Utoplan demand for the Initiative and
Referendum, as if this method of voting were not more susceptible to control
by Big Capital than the present representative system.

The reactionary character of a Gompers political party, composed of Pro-
letarian Labor and Agrarian Small Capital, is sufficiently obvious. It would
easily form a basis for the Middle Class Rebels to bulld thelr political rebelllon
on. If the American Working Class is so little enlightened as to its own in-
terests and so lacking initiative as to follow such alien proposals, then indeed
the Middle Class may succeed in saving itself and in prolonging Wage Slavery.
It were far better to have the combination existing in 8an Francisco made
national in scope, namely, that Labor ghould unite with Big Capital and the
Slum to win political power; in which case, the Middle Class will go to the
wall, the Trusts will complete their efficient organivation of soclety and the
Wage Class wili be consolidated into a mighty, revolutionary and irresistible

ds for its

op the co-operation of

LI J

And there you are. It is up to the Proletariat.

If it follows the reactionary lead of Gompers and unites its forces with
the Middle Class Rebels, it may delay for many years the abolition of Class
Rule in soclety and its own elevation to equal participation in the benefits of
human {avention.

But it it works with Big Capital to destroy the Middle Class, root and
branch, with the greatest possible celerity; or if, better still, the Proletariat
shall act together as one man, both industrially and politically, for its own
class iInterests exclusively, then it will display an historic initiative and mili-
tant hegemony, which will make for the most rapid evolution out of society
burdened with Class Antagonism into that association, sure to come some
time, “in which the free development of each is the condition for the free de-
velopment of all.” A
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four Millions,

18 it, that several hundred thousand American citizens emigrated
conditions’
.

recently, hoping to improve their

should be general prosperity.” Sixty

neral "] per
“in virtual poverty” in this land of plenty. Hardly any wonder,

o o

to Canada

Therefore we speak of Fifty Milllon Underdogs. As the editor of the
“Cosmopolitan” says further: “It is an intolerable condition, one which cries
out for immediate sction.” Under the titie, “Pinching the Pocketbook,” that

nmdmnﬂn!i;uduolmnuuclubywmpguntunlm

writers,

two of which we reproduce herewith, earnestly commending them to the care-
ful perusal of Mr. Samuel Gompers, who clalms (see page 490, “American
Federationist” for June): ‘“Capitalism, as the power to deprive the laborer

of his product, gives signs of explring.”
of Insupportable Misery” has “broken

and who thinks Karl Marx's “Prophecy
down”? 'WIll not Mr. Gompers In his

official organ for Two Million of these Underdogs, tell us whether he thinks
the figures here given by Hutchins Hgnood and George Lewis, show Pn’
evidence that the power to deprivé the laborer of his product is expiring in
the United States. The unheard-of riches which the Billionaires have, they

got from somewhere, and it did not

grow on bushes. Somebody created

s, say the workers created those riches and Karl Marx says that the

. above the bare llying of those workers has gone into the pockets of
the Capitalist Class as & whole. These Fifty Million Underdogs create the
wealth

. . .

The article first given is by-the editor of “The Financler,” of New York,
and contains some astonishing assertions. For instance, “Fully sixty per
‘cent.,” he says, “of the thirty million wage earners in this country annually
find that they are steadily becoming poorer,” notwithstanding Mr. Gompers'
contrary assertion (page 488): “There never was a higher level of comfort
among America’s workers." Yet Mr. Lewis backs up his assertion with
“governmental statistics” and Mr. Gompers does nothing of the kind. It is
rather unfortunate for Mr, Gompers that Governmental Statistics should
be found sustaining the prophecies of Karl Marx made, some of them, as many
as sixty years ago. But Marx always wns strong on statistics, and his first
volume of “Capital” falrly bristles with Government Statistics. - Gompers
is up against the hardest kind of a proposition when he denies a fact which
has been established by such a careful and sclentific observer as Karl Marx,
and which s now found to be equally established by such an observer as the
editor of the New York “Financler.”

One-sixth to one-tenth of wage
earners may be sald to be salaried.
There {8 no absolute line to be drawn

between the wage worker and
aried worker. "The difference

children, His ideals are, as a whole,
those of his employer. His general
standards of life are economically
high, and the pressure exerted on
him by rising prices Is consequently
severe. The higher in the soclal scale
the salaried worker stands the more
he feels the economic strain. His so-
clal standard of living is increasingly
out of proptrion to his salary.

TEACHERS AND
PREACHERS

The condition of teachers, for in-
stance, is deplorable. The efficiency
of all brain-workers is directly affect-
ed for evil by mental strain or worry.
The clergyman, to be most useful,
ought to be in a position where he can
concentrate his thought upon ethical

Working for
Nothing and
a Little Less

By George Lewis

Editor “The Financler,” New York.

In this country from fifteen to twen-
ty million people work for nothing,
or less than nothing., They constitute
fully sixty per cent. of the thirty mil-
lion wage-earners, who annually find
that they are steadily becoming poor-
er; that is, the end of each year shows
that the cost of food, lodging, clothes,
and all the necessaries of life has out-
stripped the Income from wages.

This statement may seem absurd, if
not an economic impossibility. As &
matter of fact, it is based on govern-
mental statistics, and no self-respect-
ing governmental report would be guil-
ty of pessimism. By combining disso-
clated but authoritative statistics, bear-
ing on opposite ph of the probl
one may arrive at definite and logical
conclusions,

' The two phases of the problem are
living expenses and wage income. Ev-
erybody knows, in a general way, that
commodity prices have increased tre-
mendously in recent years. A compar-
ison of the prices of varlous food prod-
ucts can be used roughly to compute
the probable yearly living expenses of

the average family of wage-workers.|

To ascertain the average yearly wage,
in order to compare income with ex-
penditure, involves an Investigation of
so complex & nature that few -statis-
ticlans have attempted it. Such an in-
vestigation I8 necessarily confined to
skilled #nd organized trades; it in-
volves the question of average working
hours throughout the year, which, in
the case of plece-workers, bears a vital
relation to the workers' aggregate in-
come, Many causes, such as strikes,
lockouts, sickness, etc., may govern
the number of working hours,

An Investigation of this character,
described in Bulletin No. 77 of the
United States Bureau of Labor, issued
in 1908 and the most .recent of its
kind, finds that while the cost of living
had advanced 20.6 per cent, in the
eighteen years from 1890 to 1908, the
average weekly wage pald to workers
had advanced 22.4 ‘per cent., making
the wage-earning class about 2 per
cent. better olf, theoretically, in 1808.
But when it is considered that prunes,
‘sugar and coffee—all non-staples—
formed the only items of decrease in
commodity costs, while meat, fish, veg-
etables and dairy products moved up-
ward 29.7 per cent., the 2 per cent. in-
crease not only disappears but leaves
the worker with a 29.7 per cent. in-
crease in cost of living with only the
224 per cent. Increase in wages.

The late Carroll D. Wright, when
commissioner of labor, wrote as fol-
lows: “In 1890 there were at least
18,000,000 wage-recelvers in the United
States; that is, persons employed de-
pending entirely upon wages paid. It
Is safe to presume that the average
wage paid this large number of persons
annually was $400." Since Bulletin
No. 77 assigns a 22.4 per cent. increase
in wages from 1890 to 1908, 26 per cent.
increase will cover the time from 1890
to date. Basing this on Commissioner
Wright's estimate, the average yearly
wage today Is, then, $500. This Is a
general finding for the entire coun-

try.

The average yearly earnings of wage-
workers at the present time are, then,
in the neighborhood of $500. Now what
does it cost them to live? A recent
study of the standard of living in New
York City, according to a bulletin of

the cost of living is conceded to be less
than elsewhere in the United States,
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SWEAT SHOPTo
MANUFACTURERS

UNDERDOGS AND UPPERDOGS

“Do any of your customers owe you
money ?"

“Well, 1 should say so!
I do business otherwise?"”

“You don't mean to say that you
conldn’'t do business unless you kept
trusting these people for what they
buy from you?"
If a man cannot pay me

How could

¥

¢ of- the

dered by the retall dealers. But the
small retafler is gradually disappearing
before the growth of centrallzed in-
dustry, not only in the production but
in the distribution of ‘When the
time comes that the rétailer no longer
occuples his present place in our eco-
::lll';’c system where will the burden

(Editor’s Note.~—This last question is
one to be deeply pondered by all think-
ing people. When the Middie Class, re-
tallers and small producers, disappears,
what will happen? Just at present,
what 18 happening is an awful roar
from~ said Middie Class, Dolliver, Ber-

.| ger, Bryan & Co. being thelr trumpets.
if this roar is followed by a successful |

“charge” of ‘the enraged animal on
his hunter, the Trust Class, then the
Wage Class will continue to get “just
wages,” while the hunted Middie Class
will take the Surplus over Wages,

'The real question is, Will the Wage
Class be content to be “gunbearers”
for the Trust Class Hunters on the

)

Vhen the “retallers,” Clerks, Presch-
A
R

really “organize”

The Real
 Underdog

By Hutchins Hapgood

Author of “The Spirit of Labor,” ete.

In the well-grounded. alarm due to
the greatly’ increased cost of living,
and extending to everybody except the
rich, the man whose panic is most

{ate course and

truths and the moral needs of his con-
gregation. But the great majority of
the ministers of the y are af-
flicted sorely by the worry of dally
bread. Few indeed can help any good
cause—~they have hard enough work
to help themselves. They must majn-
tain their high positions and do their
best for their children's education,

REPORTERS, EDITORS

The journalist ought not to have his
power of thought impaired by worry,
and yet the editor who recelves §5,000
a year salary can no longer save a
cent, and he sees with terror that his
growing children will soon need more
money for their education than he can
possibly afford. What is the effect on

in- |bis temperament, on his capacity for

epjoyable concentration on his work?
PROFESSORS

Take the college professor. Bta-
tistics In regard to salaries of teach-
ers in the one hundred best paying
universities in America show that the
teacher who has taken a postgradu-
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no one who is economically worse off,
except the extreme proletarian—the
day laborer with a large family, And
those are the average salaries of the
men who reach the top. The average
salaries of the great majority of col-
lege teachers are very much lower.

tiops which pay annual salaries of
$200 to $399, to full professors; and
there are thirty-one institutions which
pay to full professors salaries of from
$400 to $599! At the extreme top is
oue institution—and one only—that
pays an average salary to full pro-
fessors of $5,000 a vear,

Where is the peace of mind possible
whereby all teachers may really teach§

BANK CLERKS

Not long ago a bank clerk commit-
ted eulcide. He had two children in
college, and his satary was $1,600 a
year. Defalcations are no more in-
compreheusible than suicides The
president of one of the largest banks
in New York city told me that he
thought bank clerks, and clerks in gen-
eral, were the class of people who suf-
fered the most. There are bank clerks
worthy of trust, which to a bank is a
matter of the greatest Importance,
whose salarles are less than the wages
of good mechanics; and the soclal re-
quirements of their position make the
cost of living much higher than in the
case of the mechanics. The baunk pres-
fdent remarked that these trusted
clerke could not be replaced—not for
years—and that through organization
they could enormously increase their
salaries. But they do not organize.

CHILDREN AND WOMEN

A charity worker who for years has
known many employees in  grocery
stores, butcher shops, and dry goods
stores reports that the children of
these pecple are now going to work,
while their brothers and sisters, just
ahead of them in age, did not. In
other words, the increased cost of liv-
ing has forced a large number of sal-
aried pareftts to sacrifice their chil-
dren's education, an education they
were able to pay for a few years ago,
but cannot now,

annum of a single woman employed

family have learned to need, there Iul

There are, for instance, a few institu-]

In 1906-7 the minimum expenses per|
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spiritually, morally, and intellectually.

The moral of it all {s that the sal.
{aried people must get together, gradu-
lally at first, here and there, in groups,
tand fight, fight together, politically
and economically. No matter how
“good” and fatelligent your employers
may be, you cancot get what you
need, or what you ought to need, with-
out fighting for it, 1ighting for it ef.
fectively, in organization. Let those
lecomparatively well off begin the work
of organization from which the less
able, the less fortunate, or rather the
more unfortunate, will eventually bene-
fit.

Wisconsi Fﬁtfoml

Concluded from Page One

niture we are permitied touse; and in
| what kind of a coffin we are to be bur-
lied, They can do this by fixing the
%prlce of everything. In short, the
| trusts decide how well or how i1, how
{loug or how short a time we shall
i live.”

Not a word in all that about the
Class Struggle, not a word about the
extraction of Surplus Value, not a sin-
gle word referring to either one of
these facts which must of necessity
form the basis for any modern revo-
lutionary movement.

The private monopolies must be
made public because the “coal trust
is making nntold millions out of the
suffering of the poor” (consumers of
coal), “because the ofl trust i{s piling
up the greatest fortune the world has
lever seen upon the ruins of innumer
| able small dealers,” “because the meat
trust is sending thousands of unsus-
pecting human beings to an early
grave by selling diseased meat,” ete.

The facts that hundreds of thousands
of coal miners are being mercliessly
exploited, that hundreds of thousands
of employves of the Standard Oil Co.
{are chafing under the terrible yoke of

iwage slavery, and that the packing

in the office of the State Charities|house operatives are working under
Ald Assoclation in New York City w("ro_‘lhv most degrading conditions, are ab-
found ul:l ;n(rvhnl dnm:lpd "l“';'s;:f‘;':sulul('l_\' disregarded.
tion to be $706.88, or about sixty dol-| ¥

lars a month. Consequently the em-| Innumerable small  dealers h”‘f
ployees' salaries were raised to meet been ruined (proletarianized), and this

the cost of living. Now, however, the 1 is belug deplored in this so-called revo-
cost of living of these girls Is more ||ytionary platform, while the pitiless
than sixty-five dollars a month. {exploitation of real proletarians is oot
WISE CAPITALISTS fmnsldon‘d worth hinting at.
! A Revolutionary document indeed!

It would be unfair to imply that|
there is no attempt to increase the|
salaries of employees as prices rise.| There is a list of twenty-one imme-
In three of the great banks of New diate demands which space would not
York City there have been material gliow to reproduce. Briefly outlined,

advances in whole classes of em- = Aiai v .

ployees. For instance, in one great Ithly stand for the abolition of written
institution bookkeepers received §1,500 | coustitutions; nationalization of trusts
a year six years ago, $1,800 three and means of communieation; aboli-
years ngl;, and nre-{ l;(:;cl&'l\'an 321":0%00“ of the U. 8. Senate and election
now—an Increage of 33 1.5 per cent, r vax he i N . =
nearly meeting the general incrt-usvg(" U. S. judges by popular vote; gov
in the cost of living. In this same €roment fusurance; imperative man-

three years ago, and $1,100 now, or aun
increase of about 22 per cent. Other
employees' lower salaries were fn-
creased at about the same rate. At
another large bank the increase in
bookkeepers’ salaries was from $§1,200
six years ago to $1,800 new. Al a third
bank the method was (5 investigate
the need of each employee with the
same general resu't ag in the cases of
the other two banks.

The action of these banks was mere-
Iy the result of intelligence. The cm.
ployers knew that theilr employees
could not work to good advantage with.
out the means to maintain themsolves
in their general soclal position. Few
employers show so much intelligence.
They did only what from a business
point of view was desirable. They
wished to cut off inefficiency and dis-
honesty. It {8 probable that our cap-
tains of industry will eventually recog-
fiize the fact that labor power—repre-
sented both by laborers and clerks—
needs to be preserved and cared for
quite as carefully as the other natural
resources.

ORGANIZE AND FIGHT

The causes of the increased cost of
living are almost as numerous as the
students of economics who state them;
I have my own ideas about that, ideas
which may be as Inadequate as my
nelghbors’. But une thing is sure: No
matter what the cause of the higher
cost of living s, whether It is mainly

r-jone cause or a complex of many, our

ignorance of it does not affect the need

ofjof activity on the part of the salaried

people, | It ‘is deeply necessary, for
them armd for soclety, that they should
work together, economically and polit-

{ically, to help themselves. It they con-

tinne to “le down” and to be utterly
selfish and individualistic, they will
never discover causes or bring about
resulty. And- they will neglect the most

{fmportant way of benefiting them-

bank assistant bookkeepers went [iom |
salaries of $900 six years ago to $1,000 |

date; withdrawal from cities the right
to grant public franchises; empower-
ing cities to take possession of public
utilitles; home rule for citles and
townships; free school books; conser-
vation of water power, mineral re-
sources, public lands; reforestation of
certain denuded tracts; establishing of
farming schools; advancement of loans
to settlers; income and inheritance
tax; state fire and accident insurance;
old age pensions; enactment of na-
tional law lending money by U. 8. gov-
ernment to citles and townships on
bonds, money to be used for the rellef
of the unemployed; prevention of im-
portation of Asiatic coolie labor and
enactment of laws limiting the working
hours of youths and women, prohibit-
Ing child labor, protecting workmen
from industrial accidents, and employ-
ers’ liabllity law,

With the possible exception of one
demand (for the loaning of money by
U. 8. government to cities for the re-
llef of the unemployed) there is not
a single one of the pledges which could
not consistently be carried out by any
capitalist party.

In its concluding paragraphs the
platform declares that the SOcInI;
Democratic Party -stands for the in-
terests of the “masses of the people.”
Just as indefinite as all the rest!

No, Henry T. Jones, it would have
been better if you had followed the
example of your superiors and just
simply told Mr. Stokes that he was
@ liar or that he should attend to his
own business. You should not have
referred to the platform. That is a
“dead give away,”
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