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Notes

1. Tsarist Russia still used the old "Julian” calendar of the Middle
Ages, which was 13 days behind the "Gregorian” calendar used in
most of the rest of the world. Thus March 8 was "February 23" in
the old calendar. Thisiswhy the revolution of March 1917 is
called "the February revolution" and that of November 1917 "the
October revolution.".JRETURN TO TEXT]

2. [RETURN TO TEXT]

3. Clara Zetkin was a leader of the German socialist movement
and the main leader of the international working women's
movement. Kollontai was a delegate to the international
conference representing the St. Petersburg textile
workers,[RETURN TO TEXT]

4. Thisis not accurate. The vast majority of unskilled workersin
England, France and Germany could not vote. A smaller
percentage of working class men in the United States could not
vote -- in particular immigrant men. In the South of the US black
men were often prevented from voting. The middle class suffrage
movements in all the European countries did not fight to give
votes to either working class women or men.[RETURN TO

TEXT]



5. At its 1903 Congress, the Russian Socid Democratic Labor
Party divided into two wings, the Bolsheviks (which means
"majority" in Russian) and the Mensheviks (which means
"minority). In the period between 1903 and 1912 (when the
division became permanent) the two wings worked together,
unified for awhile, split again. Many socialists, including entire
local organizations, worked with both wings or tried to stay
neutral in the disputes. Kollontai, an active socialist and fighter
for women's rights since 1899, was at first independent of the
factions, then became a Menshevik for several years. She joined
the Bolsheviks in 1915 and became the only woman member of
their central committee. She also served as Commissar of Welfare
of the Soviet Republic and head of the Women's Section of the
Bolshevik Party.[RETURN TO TEXT]

6. August Bebel (1840-1913) was a leader of the German Social-
Democratic Party. He was a well-known supporter of the
women's movement and author of aclassic book on Marxism and
women (Die Frauenfrage, translated into English as Woman
Under Socialism, which has been translated into many
languages.[RETURN TO TEXT]

7. When war broke out in 1914, there was a massive split in the
international socialist movement. The majority of the Social
Democrats in Germany, Austria, France and England supported
the war. Other socialists, such Kollontai, Lenin, the Bolshevik
Party and Trotsky in Russia, Clara Zetkin and Rosa Luxemburg
in Germany and Eugene Debs in the United States, to name some
of the leaders, denounced the pro-war socialists for being traitors
to the working class and to the fight for a workers
revolution.J[RETURN TO TEXT]

8. The word "soviet" means "council." Soviets, or workers
councils, are democratic bodies in which delegates are elected in
factory and neighborhood meetings and are controlled by their
sister and brother workers. The representatives of the soviets
must report back to their constituency and are subject to
immediate recall.[RETURN TO TEXT]

9. After the working class seizure of power in October/November
1917, the Russian workers state was faced with two major



problems. One was an invasion by thirteen countries, including
the United States; the second was resistance by the pro-
monarchist and pro-cepitalist elements in Russia. Primarily under
the direction of Leon Trotsky, the soviets created a workers and
peasants army, the Red Army, which defeated the forces of
counterrevolution.[RETURN TO TEXT]

10. Women had won the right to votein several of the United
States prior to World War |. A federal amendment guaranteeing
all women over 21 theright to vote was passed on August 26,
1920. It was not until the 1960s that the last legal barriersto
working class people voting in the United States were
abolished.[RETURN TO TEXT]

11. The "compromisers’ Kollontai is referring to are the Social
Democratic leaders who formed a new capitalist government in
Germany after the fall of the Kaiser in 1918. They actively
supported counterrevolution after coming to office. [RETURN TO

TEXT]

12. While the aristocratic Lady Astor was indeed the first woman
to serve in the British parliament, the first woman elected to
parliament was the Irish revolutionary Constance Markievicz.
Together with other members of the Sinn Fein party, she refused
to take her seat in the imperial parliament.[RETURN TO TEXT]

13. French women did not finally get the vote until after World
War II.[RETURN TO TEXT]







