| In THE COLONIES |

A Letter from South Africa
By Tom Mann.

1 have put in three months in Souh-Africa, endeavoringa
fo stimulate the workers to further efforts in spite:of the ex-
ceptional difficulties that surround them. :

Readers may be aware that the Gold Mine Magnates of
the Transvaal determined in the early weeks of 1922 {o introduce
low paid native labor, and did so, replacing over four thousand
ﬁim by blacks; the blacks being paid about one fifth of ‘the
amount paid to the whites. The determined resistence displayed

by thel whites to this lowering of'the standard, brought about
! tge, activities generally referred to as the “revolution”. It resulted
in- much shooting, a number were killed on bo'h sides, aver 5,000
were arrested. After’a few weeks many of these were released,
and the ofhers placed on trial, many being tried for treason by a
special Treason Court, consisting of three judges, against whose

ecision there was no appeal. These judges sentenced four to be
banged, and notwithstanding profest and appeals they were
- hanged. Since then they have sentenced eleven cthers to death,
~ but these haye since been reprieved. Some four hundred others
have yet to be tried. 5




Seeing that among those arrested and those al
ready senfenced, are some ui the most capable and loyal mili-’
fants, it is natural that.a spirit of depression has come over
many who feel comparatively bhelpless in the absence of their
miore courageous workmates. As a result, the Unions are
seriously weakened, leaders are in pprison, rank and file are oat
of work and toycolfed. R : .

Although the oufput .of the mines is said {o be nearly .
normal, there are eight thousand adult male whi‘e .mjners un-
employed on the Witwatersrand, and there is no hope of these
obtaining employment again in South Africa; in addition there is |
a similar number of young men, sons of thcse whites,. for whom
there is no prospect ot empioyment.  Then there are the young
Dutchman, who, in creasing numbers are seeking fo get into
industry, including the mines, as there is no Iand for them, and
econdmic pressure compels them fo seck some occupation other
than™farming. Many of these drift about and become: par( of
what is known as ‘the poor whites”, a body of men, mostly
Dutch, with little knowledge of how to work, and very little op-
por‘tuﬂity of work of any kind, other than-relief work, at a cheap’
rate, on railway or other putlic work. ; "5 st - b

Then there is the great problem of the colored men, not
so. pressing in the Transvaal as yet, but a most serious problem -
- in the Cape,' Natal and Free S{afe provineces. The term * Co-
lored”, means thoseswho have some white blood in them—not the
Natives.” These colored men thow great aptitude in learning
1rades; also in organizing themselves and. Eolding their own; '
but among the Whites there is yet much prejudice, 4

Below these comes the almicst universal laborer, the na-
tive. My endeavor has been 1o promote a sound method of in.
dustrial organization, inspired by Communism. I have sought
to discourage old time sectional methods and. {ried to bring into
existence 2 broader and better system based on industrial work-
in% class solidarity. All my mcetings have been successiul, and
I have always carried reso.utions qor industrial solidaritiy; and
for Communism, by an e'ghty five per cent majority, but although
I have held over fifty meetings, it is only a small section of the
proletariat that I have been able to reach. '

The political Labor l’ar(( here has just decided, on the
advice of its peity-bourgeois leader, to eleminate its plainly'
declared Objective calling 1or the * Socialization of Industry 7,
as being quite unneccessnril?; ouispoken and causing fear and -
alarm as to what the Labor Priy intends.” ; '
The Comm ’s's are noi nt m~rous. ' thera -3 g oy
in each industrial centre, and in Jobannesburg and' Cape Towa
they carry on a regular educational campaign. Internationalism
is kept well to the front by the Communists; in Durban there is
a group of Social Demacrats who try {o be loyal to old associa-
tions but who find themselves nearer to the Communist camp
than (o any other. - '

A keen inferest is shown as {o dévelopments in Russia.
The - capitalist erress never tires of besmirching Russia and it
has here, as elsewhere, published malicious statements served
up hot for the cccasion, utferly oblivious fo truth, This I have
been able’to deal with effectively at all meetings, but naturally
the press ‘reaches those I cannot. '

The Social Revolution is not able {o assert itself in a
country like South Africa till some really representafive Eurc-
pean counjry sets:the pace; but as soon as this takes place I
shall count upon. the workers of South Africa: finding ways and
means of traveiling on the high road {o Communism. Meane . -
while an increasing number are qualified to be of service in the
right direction when the crucial hour arrives. From my recenf.
experiences here I am satisfied that when Sovietism is accepted
by Germanv or Britain, South Africa will go the whole way
a{so. The Capitalist sys'em is as big a failure here as anywhere
on earth. Speed the day when it shall make way for another
regime worthy of a true civilization, one that shall’ afford ample
scope for men of all colors, subject {o ene stipulation only,—every" -
able bodied men fo do a share of work. ; —
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